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FROM  BOTHWELL-BRIDGE  TO  THE  REVOLUTION. 


The  large  aecoimts  given  in  the  for- 
*  mer  books,  may  let  the  reader  into 
somewhat  of  the  state  of  things  and  per- 
sons in  Scotland,  under  the  black  period  I 
now  enter  upon :  the  former  scene  was  dark 
enough,  and  the  rigours  and  severities  of  it 
natively  paved  the  way  for  more  horrid 
things  in  the  years  before  me.  Since  Pent- 
land  engagement  till  this  period,  it  was  con^ 
paratively  but  a  few  who  were  banished,  and 
suffered  unto  blood;  and  there  was  some 
kind  of  shadow  from  the  present  iniquitous 
laws,  to  countenance  what  was  done  this 
way :  but  in  the  period  we  are  now  enter- 
ing upon,  besides  the  new  barbarous  laws 
made,  the  execution  of  them  was  bloody 
and  very  extensive;  and  the  blood-thirsty 
executioners,  in  many  cases,  gave  not  them- 
selves the  trouble  to  keep  by  their  own 
laws,  but  harassed  and  murdered  in  the  pub- 
lic roads,  open  fields,  and  almost  every 
where  upon  the  south  side  of  Tay.  A  very 
small  part  of  this  inhumanity  can  now  be 
represented,  in  comparison  of  what  might 
have  been,  had  this  history  been  writ  thir- 
ty years  ago;  yet,  as  much  is  come  to  my 
hand,  as  may  astonish  the  reader,  and  make 
him  value  our  present  and  happy  settle- 
ment :  and  from  the  papers  I  have  had  ac- 
cess to,  I  shall  essay  some  account  of  it 
Ittiieed  the  dMcalties  id  givinff  a  distinct 
lit. 


and  methodical  history  of  the  nine  years 
before  me,  are  fiur  greater  than  I  met  with 
in  the  preceding  books:  the  multitude  of 
instances,  with  the  vrant  of  dates  in  some, 
otherwise  very  distinct,  accounts  b^ore  me, 
increase  these ;  and  the  nature  and  circum- 
stances of  not  a  few  of  the  acts  of  cruelty, 
were  such,  as  pubUc  documents  cannot  be 
expected  to  vouch ;  therefore,  I  promise  my- 
self, the  reader  will  take  in  good  part  the 
accounts  I  am  able  at  this  distance  to  give, 
after  all  the  pains  I  have  been  at  to  have 
them  well  vouched,  though  they  are  not,  iu 
some  cases,  what  I  wish  I  were  able  to  give. 

The  field  before  me  is  so  vast,  and  the  in- 
cidents so  various,  that  I  shall  not  ofier  any 
general  schenw  tf£  them.  As  much  as  may 
be,  this  book' sliall  be  divided  by  the  years  it 
contains  the  history  of;  but  this  remarkable 
year  I  begin  with,  affords  so  much^  matter, 
hath  been  so  much  misrepresented  by  the 
advocates  for  the  severities  of  this  time,  and, 
if  I  mist&ke  not,  is  so  very  little  known  to 
many  presbyterians  themselves,  that  it  will 
take  some  time  to  go  through  it. 

From  this  mehincholy  year  1679,  a  new 
and  horrid  scene  of  cruel,  and,  in  this  nation, 
unparalleled  severity,  hath  its  daitA.     ^&&V 
ters  in  this  church  aiidV.Vn^^otaXsis^^^^'*^*^ 
turn.    The  former  Yiar^YiV^  ti«w  w^«r^ 
ties  and  oppresaayona  in  t\i«>  >j«^iwsfli%  ^ 
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this  year,  with  several  unforeseen  inci- 
dent, drew  on  a  rising  this  summer. 
This  native  firuit  of  their  own  oppression, 
was  greedily  laid  hold  on  by  the  prelates 
and  managers,  to  exasperate  the  govern- 
ment, and  screw  up  the  persecution  to  a  ter- 
rible height,  this  and  the  succeeding  years ; 
and  the  duke  of  York^s  coming  down  some 
little  time  after  Bothwell  engagement,  did 
not  a  little  help  this  forward.  Upon  this 
turn  of  affairs,  the  sufferings  of  presbyte- 
rians  altered  somewhat  from  their  former 
state,  and  the  violence  of  the  persecutors 
vented  itself  in  new  and  unheard  of  me- 
thods :  and  though  I  am  very  far  from  vin- 
dicating any  excesses  that  oppression  and  a 
long  tract  of  severity  might  force  any  to, 
yet  I  hope  the  candid  and  fair  account  I 
have  to  give  of  plain  matters  of  &ct,  will 
sufficiently  remove  the  aspersions  and  re- 
proaches cast  most  maliciously,  and  without 
the  least  shadow  of  ground,  upon  the  body 
of  presbyterians  who  suffered  during  this 
period. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  coun- 
cil and  other  courts  went  on  in  their  for- 
mer channel  of  persecution,  until  the  re- 
markable incident  of  the  murder  of  the 
archbishop  of  St  Andrews.  This,  in  some 
measure,  opened  the  way  for  a  gathering  in 
arms  in  May  and  June.  The  occasions,  be- 
ginning, progress  of  this  rising,  and  defeat 
of  the  people  who  rose,  need  the  more  dis- 
tinct consideration,  because,  as  fiur  as  I  can 
find,  we  have  as  yet  no  tolerable  accounts 
of  them ;  and  the  state  of  matters,  after  their 
dispersing,  wants  likewise  to  be  set  in  its 
due  light  This  history  then,  as  far  as  this 
year  carries  us,  will  take  up  three  chapters, 
one  with  rektion  to  what  passed  before  the 
rising,  another  to  give  some  view  of  the  oc- 
casions, progress,  and  dissipating  of  this  ris- 
ing at  Both  well-bridge,  and  the  last  will  con- 
tain the  state  of  things  during  the  rest  of 
this  year. 

CHAP.  I. 

Of  the  state  of  affairs  from  the  begin- 
ning OF  THIS  tear,  unto  THE  RISING  WHICH 
ENDED  AT  BOTIIH'ELU 

Such  a  multitude  oftbiugs,  and  all  of  them 
f^'ajr  or  other  tending  to  eiilighten  the 


circumstances   of  suffering   presbyterians, 
offer  themselves   to  me   now,   that  I  am 
obliged  to  parcel  them  out  in  different  divi- 
sions, the  best  way  I  may,  in  the  order  of 
time  they  fell  out ;  and  though  this  method 
perhaps  will  not  be  so  agreeable  to  the  nicer 
taste  of  some  critical  readers,  yet  I  am  ne- 
cessarily led  to  it  by  the  variety  of  my  mat- 
ter; and  as  it  was  needful  to  myself,  iu  or- 
der to  bring  my  materials  into  some  kind  of 
shape  and  coherence,  so  it  will  not  be  alto- 
gether useless  to  the  reader,  to  give  him  the 
distincter  views  of  things,  and  help  him  to 
mind  them  the  better.   The  public  registers 
give  the  surest  and  plainest  hints,  as  far 
as  they  go ;  and  from  them  I  shall  carry 
down  the   accounts  of  prosecutions,  and 
other  hardships  for  conventicles  and  non- 
conformity this  year  before  BothwelL   And 
after  those  accounts  of  particular  persons,  1 
shaU  give  a  more  general  view  of  the  state 
of  affiiirs  until  the  beginning  of  May,  when 
the  death  of  the  primate  fell  in.  These  ^411 
be  subjects  for  three  sections. 

SECT.  I. 

Of  the  proceedings  agctinst  presbyterians  for 
conventicles,  and  other  branches  of  non- 
conformity, in  the  beginning  of  this  year, 
1679. 

1  DESIGN  this  place  for  a  narrative  of  what 
was  done  against  presbyterians  before  Both- 
well  from  the  council  and  justiciary  regis- 
ters, that  so  the  accounts  of  the  more  gene- 
ral management  this  year,  the  particulars 
of  the  death  of  bishop  Sharp,  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  rising  which  ended  at  Bothwell, 
may  be  the  less  interrupted  afterwards. 

None  of  the  various  methods  made  use  of 
in  the  former  period,  for  hindering  the 
preaching  of  the  gospel  by  presbyterian  mi- 
nisters, had  their  wished  for  effects  to  the 
prelates.  The  more  moderate  part  of  the  ma- 
nagers had  prevailed  to  get  an  indulgence, 
at  first  very  much  clogged,  and  year  after 
year  more  and  more  cramped.  The  violent 
side  had  got  down  the  barbarous  Highland 
host,  and  almost  laid  the  west  country  de- 
solate ;  and  this,  towards  the  end  of  the  last 
year,  was  succeeded  by  a  rigorous  exaction 
of  the  oeaa  lUKj^ote^b^  VSda  coir««ix^o\x\  ^«^ 


CHAP.  I.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


oonyenticles  in  houses  and  fields  were  still 
continued,  and  great  numbers  of  good  peo- 
ple were  resolved  to  yenture  their  all,  be- 
fore they  would  want  the  benefit  of  ordi- 
nances purely  dispensed. 

The  council  and  justice-court,  by  their 
order,  are  not  idle,  but  yery  diligent  in  every 
thing  which  may  discourage  and  prevent 
nonconformity  to  the  established  church. 
Thus,  January  2d,  I  find  the  council  did 
write  a  letter  to  the  bishop  of  Edinbui^h, 
who,  to  be  sure,  was  not  backward,  but  de- 
sired such  orders,  appointing  him  to  call  be- 
fore him  all  the  masters  of  the  college  of 
Edinburgh,  and  all  schoolmasters  in  that 
town  and  other  places  of  his  diocese,  and 
inquire  if  they  had  taken  the  oaths  appoint- 
ed by  law,  and  oblige  such  as  had  not,  pre- 
sently to  take  them,  or  deprive  them  of 
their  offices  and  benefices.  I  have  formerly 
noticed  the  care  of  the  managers,  that  all 
concerned  in  the  education  of  youth  should 
be  of  their  own  kidney ;  and  yet  at  this  ve- 
ry time  many  excellent  youths  had  Uie  be- 
nefit of  university-learning,  who  have  been 
singular  instruments  for  the  good  of  many, 
since  these  times  of  heavy  persecution.  At 
the  same  time,  letters  are  writ  to  the  arch- 
bishop of  St  Andrews,  and  the  bishop  of 
Aberdeen,  to  undertake  the  same  work  in 
these  universities.  No  orders  are  given  with 
relation  to  the  university  of  Glasgow,  whe- 
ther because  the  bishop  of  that  place  was 
present  in  council,  and  received  his  orders 
personally,  or  from  what  other  reason,  I 
know  not  Upon  the  6th  of  February,  I 
find  a  report  horn  the  bishop  of  Edinbui^h, 
made  to  the  council  upon  this  head,  which, 
with  the  councirs  orders  thereupon,  I  have 
inserted.  "  The  council  having  considered 
the  return  made  to  them  by  the  bishop  of 
Edinburgh,  in  obedience  to  their  letter  of 
the  2d  of  January  last,  for  calling  before 
him  the  principal,  professors,  regents,  and 
the  masters  of  the  college  of  Edinburgh,  as 
also  such  persons  who  teach  any  public 
school  within  the  town  of  Edinbui^h,  Leith, 
Canongate,  or  suburbs  thereof,  without  his 
Kcense,  and  requiring  them  to  subscribe  un- 
der their  hands,  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
supremacy,  and  that  they  submit  to,  and 
own  the  govemmeat  aftbecbarcb  bjrarcb' 
Jkubcpg,  mad  itB  egtMithmeut,  cojdwm  to  \ 


the  4th  Act  of  the  2d  Session  of  his 
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majesty's  first  Pariiament,  with  the 
report  of  a  committee  of  their  own  number 
thereanent  They  find  the  return  made  by 
the  bishop  of  Edinburgh  satisfiu;tory,  except 
as  to  the  persons  following,  Mr  Alexander 
Dickson  professor  of  the  Hebrew  language 
in  the  college  of  Edinburgh,*  Mr  Alexander 
Herriot  schoolmaster  of  the  High  school  of 
Edinbui^h,  Bilr  Geoi^  Sinclair  schoolmas- 
ter in  South  Leith,  and  Bilr  George  Allan 
his  assistant,  Blr  Alexander  Strang  school- 
master in  the  Canongate,  and  Mr  John 
Govan  his  assistant,  and  Mr  James  Scot, 
junior,  one  of  the  masters  of  the  High 
school,  who  have  not  subscribed  as  afore- 
said :  and  therefore  the  lords  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council  do  ordain  the  magistrates  of 
Edinbui^h,  and  other  patrons,  to  put  to  ex- 
ecution the  certification  of  the  foresaid  act, 
especially  against  the  foresaid  persons  who 
have  refused  to  give  obedience,  by  removing 
them  from  their  respective  charges  foresaid, 
and  putting  other  sufficient  persons,  quali- 
fied conform  to  the  said  act  of  parliament, 
in  their  places,  except,  betwixt  and  the  first 
day  of  March  next,  they  give  obedience  in 
manner  foresaid."  Whether  any  of  these 
worthy  men  complied,  I  have  not  learned ; 
several  of  them,  I  know,  did  not,  and  under- 
went a  course  of  suffering.  The  council 
find  the  reports  from  the  rest  of  the  col- 
leges satisfying.    That  same  day,  a  letter 


*  Mr  Dicluon  was  the  son  of  the  justly  cele- 
brated Mr  Dayid  Dickson,  professor  of  diTini- 
ty,  first  at  Glasgow,  and  afterwards  at  Edin- 
buivh.  He  was  chosen  in  1666,  to  the  Hebrew 
cha&,  and  translated  from  Newbattle  where  he 
had  been  minister.  He  succeeded  the  learned 
Jew,  Dr  ConradduB  Otto,  who  was  the  fint 
that  taught  Hebrew  in  the  college  of  Ediobuivh, 
and  who  received  his  appointment  in  1640*  Mr 
Dickson  had  been  examined  by  five  ministers  of 
the  city  as  to  his  qualifications,  and  they  report- 
ed him  to  be  *'  very  fitting  to  be  a  professor  of  the 
Hebrew  tongue  ;** — **  but  they  could  not  say  that 
he  was  knowing  in  the  oriental  tongues,  or  fit- 
ting to  l>e  a  professor  of  divinity.**  'ihe  rqport 
was  honourable  to  the  integrity  of  the  exami- 
nators,  all  whose  private  feelings  must  have  been 
in  favour  of  the  son  of  their  worthy  colleague ; 
and  it  reflects  credit  on  the  learning  of  the  men, 
and  the  high  sense  then  entertained  of  the  qua- 
lifications necessary  for  holdin^^  theolopcal 
chairs.  Mr  Dickson  was  inducted  mto  the  cnalr  ^ 
and  for  tiiirty  years  taught  \h«  HeVvw  \«xi^%%« 
with  ikithfulnesi  and  credit.  Co^mcW  ^0^«^^^« 
xix.  p.  146.  Bower's  HUUnry  ol  \\\«i  \3uV««mV| 
of  Edinburgh,  vol.  1.  p.  ft55.— Ed. 
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comes  from  the  king  to  the  council, 
ordering  Sir  Patrick  Home  of  Pol- 
WBit  to  be  sent  under  a  guard  from  the 
castle  of  Dunbarton  to  that  of  Stirling.  His 
lady  is  allowed  to  be  in  the  room  with  him. 
January  6th,  Mr  Thomas  Warner,  who 
outlived  this  melancholy  period,  and  many 
of  his  fellow  sufferers  in  the  ministry,  to  be 
very  useful  since  the  revolution,  and  died 
in  a  good  old  age,  in  full  assurance  of  faith, 
September  10th  this  year  I  am  writing  in, 
(1716.)  being  the  last  of  the  antediluvian 
presbyterian  ministers;  that  is,  such  who 
had  seen  the  glory  of  the  former  temple, 
and  were  ordained  before  the  restoration ; 
this  excellent  person,  I  say,  was  cited  before 
the  council,  and  a  libel  was  given  in  against 
him,  bearing,  '  that  whereas  he  had  been 
indulged  to  the  parish  of  Balmaclellan,  (in 
Galloway,  to  which  he  had  been  ordained, 
and  where  he  continued  till  his  death)  he 
had  broke  his  confinement,  been  present  at 
house  and  field  conventicles,  had  preached 
and  prayed  at  them,  and  conversed  with 
intercommuned  persons.'    He  not  compear- 
ing, is  denounced  and  put  to  the  horn.  And 
February  18th  the  council  pass  the  following 
act  against  Mr  Warner.    '  The  lords  of  his 
majesty's  privy  council  considering,   that 
Mr  Thomas  Warner,  late  minister  at  Bal- 
maclellan, is  declared  fugitive  for  his  de- 
clared contumacy,  in  not  compearing  before 
them  on  the  16th  of  January  last,  to  have 
answered  at  the  instance  of  his  majesty's 
advocate,  for  preaching  in  the  fields  with 
Mr  John  Welsh,  conmiuning  and  corre- 
sponding with  him  and  other  declared  trai- 
tors and  intercommuned  persons,  with  other 
disorders  of  that  nature;  the  parishioners 
of  Balmaclellan  are  discharged  to  pay  to 
the  said  Mr  Thomas  Warner  any  of  the 
stipend  this  year,  or  in  time  coming,  till 
they  receive  further  orders;  and  appoint 
the  solicitor  to  acquaint  the  parishioners.'* 
The  same  day  several  gentlemen,  some 
of  them  of  known  piety,  meet  with  the  same 
treatment;  Gordon  of  Earlston,  Gordon  of 
Holm,  Gordon  of  Overbar,  Neilson  of  Cor- 
sack,  Geoi^  McCartney  of  Blaicket,  Maz- 


♦  IMr  T.  Warner,  or  Vemer,  as  the  name  U8ed 

^  be  written,  was  the  brother  of  Mr  Patrick 

Wmer  of  Irvine,  the  Ather-in-law  of  our  hii- 

ror/Mn,  and  who,  after  mmoy  Ironbles,  (as  aftw- 


well  of  Hills,  Hay  of  Park,  Macdougal  of 
French,  Macdougal  of  Corrochtree,  James 
Johnston,  late  provost  of  Stranraer,  M^illiam 

Spittle  at  Port, Johnston    collector 

there,  Mr  William  Cathcart,  and  John  In- 
glis,  commissary  of  Kirkcudbright,  being 
cited  to  answer  for  being  present  at  house 
and  field  conventicles,  since  the  year  1 674, 
and  for  reset  and  converse  with  intercom- 
muned persons,  and  not  compearing,  are  all 
ordered  to  be  denounced,  and  put  to  the 
horn.  The  last  named  John  Inglis,  com- 
missary of  Kirkcudbright,  is  further  pro- 
ceeded with,  February  25th,  and  the  coun- 
cil declare  his  place  to  vaik,  and  recommend 
it  to  the  bishop  of  Galloway,  to  put  another 
in  his  room.  March  Uth,  a  petition  is  pre- 
sented for  him,  with  a  certificate  that  he 
was  unable  to  travel.  In  the  petition  he 
engages  to  live  orderly  in  time  coming.  He 
is  remitted  to  the  bishop  of  Galloway,  to  be 
reponed  or  not,  as  he  finds  cause. 

In  persecutions  for  conventicles,  no  age 
almost  was  thought  too  young  to  be  at- 
tacked. Some  time  ago,  a  boy,  not  much 
above  thirteen  years  of  age,  had  been  seized 
at  a  conventicle,  and  was  carried  to  prison. 
After  he  had  continued  some  weeks  there, 
and  would  make  no  compliances,  some  of 
the  counsellors  were  informed  about  him ; 
and,  being  ashamed  of  such  severity  to  one 
who  was,  as  it  were,  but  a  child,  I  find  the 
following  order  given.  January  23rd,  *  the 
lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council  give 
warrant  to  the  bailies  of  Leith,  to  set  at 
liberty  James  Lawson,  a  boy  about  the  age 
of  fourteen  years,  prisoner  there,  upon  the 
account  of  conventicles.'  We  shall  after- 
wards meet  with  some  more  of  these  young 
sufferers. 

January  9th,  there  is  a  petition  presented 
to  the  coimcil  by  Mai^garet  Barclay,  niece 
to  Sir  David  Barclay  of  Collemie,  prisoner 
in  the  tolbooth  of  Edinbuigh  for  conventi- 
cles, supplicating  for  liberty,  because  she  is 
valetudinary,  and  that  she  may  recover  her 
health.  She  is  ordered  to  be  liberated,  upon 
caution  of  500  merks,  that  she  re-enter  the 
tolbooth  of  Edinbui^rh  the  20th  instant,  if 


wards  noticed)  did  survive  the  revolution,  but 
died  before  his  brother  Thomas.  Tbev  were 
both  eminent  for  piety  «Ad  tiiknt)  %xid  hold  a  h  igh 
place  among  thft  wenrlYAta  ef  V\k«  t^^TtVv.— £a. 
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called,  or  when  called;  and  that  in  the 
mean  time  she  confine  herself  to  her  cham- 
ber under  the  same  penalty.  This  hardship 
of  imprisoning  gentlewomen  till  they  tnm 
sickly,  merely  for  hearing  the  gospel,  is 
peculiar  to  this  period  I  am  giring  the  his- 
tory of. 

Last  year  in  November,  Mr  John  Wallace 
indulged  at  the  Largs,  and  Mr  Patrick  Simp- 
son indulged  at  Kilmaloom,  had  been  cited 
before  the  council,  for  breaking  their  con- 
finement Mr  John  Wallace  appeared,  and 
was  remitted  to  the  committee  for  public 
aflfidrs.  And  this  year,  February  15th,  I 
find  the  council  again  call  Mr  Simpson,  and, 
upon  his  non-oompearance,  they  order  him 
to  be  denounced.  What  kept  him  from 
compearing  I  know  not,  but  it  hath  been 
some  necessary  excuse,  for  I  know  he  con- 
tinued several  years  after  this  in  the  peace- 
able ez^cise  of  his  ministry  in  that  place. 
Mr  John  Wallace  is  called  before  the  coun- 
cil, February  18th,  and  no  probation  being 
adduced  as  to  his  breach  of  his  confinement, 
he  deponed  upon  the  verity  of  his  libel,  and 
firankly  told  them  how  matters  stood,  as  to 
that  practice  common  to  him  and  his  breth- 
reiL  It  was  but  few  of  the  council  were 
for  depriving  him  of  his  indulgence  upon 
this  score,  and  so  other  occasions  against 
him  were  sought :  and  being  called  in,  after 
he  had  been  removed,  the  council  interro- 
gated him,  as  they  say,  for  the  ftulher  clear- 
ing of  his  deposition,  though,  as  fiir  as  I  can 
find,  his  deposition  had  no  connection  with 
this, '  whetiier  he  would  for  the  fature  re- 
fuse to  give  baptism  to  the  children  of  such 
parents  as  took  the  bond  for  public  peace.* 
This  being  new  to  him,  and  what  he  did 
not  understand  the  design  of,  he  craved  he 
might  be  spared  as  to  such  things  as  related 
to  the  discharge  of  his  ministerial  office. 
He  is  presently  removed,  and  the  council 
decern  him  to  have  lost  the  benefit  of  his 
indulgence  at  the  Largs,  or  any  where  else; 
and  appoint  their  sentence  to  be  intimated 
to  the  parishioners,  that  they  may  pay  him 
no  more  stipend.  I  do  not  &id  the  indulged 
ministers  were  before  challenged  upon  this 
score. 

At  this  time,  no  doubt  iqN>n  application 
firom  Glaijgow^  the  troubles  we  beard  that 
good  man  suad  bis  Sumty  Tbomaa  Black  well 


underwent,  are  renewed  by  the  coun- 
dL  And  February  18th, '  the  magis-  ^^^^' 
trates  of  Olaago w  being  formerly  ordained  to 
take  possession  of  the  house  and  goods  of 
Thomas  Blackwell  a  fugitive,  who  br(4ce 
prison,  for  their  relief  of  ten  thousand  merks, 
wherein  they  were  fined  for  the  said  Black- 
well  and  WiUiam  Stirling  their  esciqiie,  yet 
the  said  Thomas  BlackweU's  spouse  having 
got  back  the  keys,  and  re-entered  to  the 
possession  of  what  her  said  husband  had, 
he  being  fugitive,  and  in  the  company  of 
Mr  John  Welsh,  and  one  of  his  guard ;  the 
lords  of  council  ordain  the  said  magistrates 
to  return  to  their  possession  according  to 
the  decreet  of  coundL* 

February  20th.  The  council  being  in- 
formed that  John  Amot  in  Greenside,  Wil- 
liam Page  in  George  Marshall  in 
Balvaird,  have  for  four  years  withdrawn 
frmn  public  ordinances,  and  been  present  at 
field  conventicles  in  Glenveal,  and  other 
places  in  Fife,  kept  by  Messrs  Thomas  Ar- 
not,  John  Welwood,  John  Rae,  David  Urie, 
Alexander  Shaw,  and  other  intercommuned 
and  vagrant  ministers,  they  all  compearing, 
and  confessing  they  had  been  at  conventi- 
cles, the  council  fine  William  Page  in  a 
thousand  pounds,  John  Amot  in  five  hun- 
dred merks,  and  Geoi^  Marshall  in  a  hun- 
dred pounds  Scots ;  and  ordain  them  to  lie 
in  prison  till  they  pay  the  same.  Upon  the 
27th  of  February,  the  council  having  cited 
before  them  Mr  Samuel  Nairn,  brother  to 
the  laird  of  Sandford,  Mr  James  Rymer  in 
Pitlochie,  James  Thomson,  Miller, 
William  Beltie,  Thomas  Ness,  James  Ness, 
John  Wishart,  and  David  Ready,  to  answer 
to  the  charge  of  being  at  house  and  field 
conventicles  since  the  year  1674.  They 
not  compearing,  are  all  denounced  and  put 
to  the  horn.  The  same  day  Mr  James 
Daliymple,  a  person  not  in  orders,  that  is, 
in  the  style  of  the  registers,  one  ordained 
by  presbyterian  ministers  since  they  were 
outed,  is  informed  against  as  having  taken 
upon  him  to  preach  in  the  fields,  and  like- 
wise within  the  city  of  Edinburgh :  it  was 
urged  by  way  of  aggravation,  that  he  had 
been  taJcen  at  a  conventicle  in  the  year 
1676,  and  was  dismissed.  Vcl  Vq^  ^'i  ^^s^ 
behaviour  in  time  couan^;  '^^^^  «i3^c»  V^oaX 
time  he  hath  preacYie^  at  fwbV^  wiwwi^^s*. 
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and  conversed  with  intercommuned 


persons ;  and  Jannary  last  he  kept  a 
conventicle  in  the  house  of  James  Fea ;  the 
said  James  and  other  hearers  of  him  are 
called  by  the  council,  and  fined  in  a  hun- 
dred merks  each,  and  Mr  James  Dalrymple 
is  continued. 

A  very  severe  prosecution  of  a  worthy 
lady  yet  alive  follows.  March  4th,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Fleming  of  Ferm  and  his  lady,  appear 
before  the  council,  and  a  libel  is  read  at  the 
instance  of  his  m^esty's  advocate,  bearing, 
**  that  whereas  Mr  John  Welsh  and  some 
others  having  kept  a  conventicle  at  Lang- 
side,  in  the  parish  of  Cathcart,  and  shire  of 
Renfrew,  upon  February  9th  last;  and 
dame  Margaret  Stuart,  spouse  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Heming  of  Ferm,  commissary  of  Glas- 
gow, and  Macdougal,  spouse  to  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  late  provost  of  Glasgow, 
were  present  at  the  said  field  conventicle 
upon  high  chairs  on  either  side  of  Mr  John 
Welsh,  and  kept  company  with  the  said 
Mr  Welsh  at  other  times :  the  premisses 
being  verified,  their  said  husbands  be  de- 
cerned to  pay  to  the  treasury  the  fines  they 
have  incurred."  It  was  further  chaiged, 
that  since  the  first  of  October  last,  there 
have  been  field  conventicles  kept  in  the 
house  of  the  said  Sir  William  Fleming  of 
Ferm,  in  regard  some  were  without  doors, 
at  which  Messrs  John  Dickson,  Robert 
Muir,  Gilbert  Kennedy,  James  Wallace, 
John  Pettigrew,  Alexander  Hasty,  John 
Law,  Andrew  Morton,  Donald  CargiU, 
James  Drummond,  James  Kennedy,  James 
Wodrow,  Matthew  Crawford,  John  King, 
William  Wardroper,  or  one  or  other  of  them 
did  preach,  pray,  or  expound  Scripture,  and 
were  entertained  before  or  after  the  said 
conventicles  by  the  said  lady ;  and  that  she 
was  present  at  the  Craigs  of  Glasgow  at 
several  conventicles  kept  by  some  of  the 
foresaid,  and  hath  withdrawn  from  her 
parish  kirk.  The  lady  acknowledged  she 
was  at  the  conventicle  at  Langside,  and  at 
another  in  the  Craigs  of  Glasgow,  and  does 
not  deny  but  ministers  preached  in  her 
house  at  the  Ferm.  The  lords  of  his  ma- 
jesty's privy  council  do  fine  the  said  Sir 
William  her  husband  in  the  sum  of  4000 
merks,  reserving  to  the  said  Sir  William 
and  his  heirs  relief  off  the  said  dame  Mar- 


garet Stuart  her  jointure,  iu  case  she  sur- 
vive him ;  and  ordain  the  said  Sir  William 
to  pay  the  said  fine  before  he  leave  the 
town,  or  give  sufficient  caution  to  pay  it 
within  ten  days.  This  is  not  the  only  in- 
stance we  shall  meet  with  of  making  hus- 
bands, who  were  every  way  regular  them- 
selves, pay  for  the  alleged  guilt  of  their 
wives. 

Towards  the  end  of  March  a  process  be- 
gins against  the  reverend  Mr  William 
Veitch,  since  the  revolution  a  worthy  and 
useful  minister  in  the  town  of  Dumfries, 
yet  alive,  whose  sufferings  were  not  small 
in  England ;  and  by  his  being  reckoned,  as 
it  were,  naturalized  in  England,  because  he 
was  long  there,  he  was  saved  from  our 
blood-thirsty  people  at  Edinburgh.  We 
have  already  heard,  that  Mr  Veitch  was 
forfeited  in  absence  for  his  alleged  accession 
to  Pentland,  and  forced  to  leave  his  native 
country,  and  retire  n-ith  his  family  to  Eng- 
land. I  have  in  mine  eye  a  pointed  and 
distinct  narrative  of  the  hardships  and  vari- 
ous removes  this  worthy  person  met  with 
in  the  north  of  England,  interspersed  with 
several  very  remarkable  appearances  of 
providence  in  his  behalf,  too  long  to  be  here 
inserted.  I  shall  only  notice,  that  about 
1671  he  fixed  with  his  family  in  the  county 
of  Northumberland,  at  a  place  named  Har- 
nam  Hall,*  where  he  preached  near  five 
years  to  a  numerous  meeting,  with  very 
much  success.  Upon  the  disposal  of  that 
ground  to  another  master,  he  removed 
1677,  to  Staunton  Hall,  in  the  parish  of 
Long  Horsley,f  a  place  abounding  with 
papists.  There  he  also  preached  ii-ith  much 
acceptation,  and  both  the  papists  and  clergy 
in  the  neighbourhood,  especially  a  Mr  Bell 
a  Scotsman,  minister  of  the  place,  raised  a 
storm  upon  him ;  but  he  was  still  preserved 
and  sometimes  very  remarkably.  At  length 
Mr  Bell  made  a  complaint  of  him  to  Lau- 
derdale when  going  for  London,  and  of  the 
infections  spreading  in  England  by  the 
sermons  of  the  Scots  preachers  in  the 
northern  counties ;  and  the  bishop  of  Dur- 


♦  "  The  mansion  of  the  Babingtons,  a  tiimily 
as  ancient  in  Britain  as  the  Conquest."  Hut- 
chinson's Northumberland,  1.  p.  217. 

+  "  The  famUy  of  Horsley  held  lands  within 
this  manor,  from  ^«lan\  »%«».*'  lb.  LI,  ^.  S19. 
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ham  seconding  these  compUdnts,  orders 
were  g^yen  to  some  forces  to  come  to 
those  parts,  under  majors  Main  and 
Og^lethorp:  and  particular  care  was  taken 
to  i4[>prehend  Mr  Veitch.  Afler  many 
escapes,  January  19th  this  year,  major  Ogle- 
thorp  seized  him  in  his  own  house,  having 
ventured  home  only  the  night  before  from 
Newcastle,  where  he  lurked,  to  see  a  sick 
child  of  his.  He  was  carried  to  Morpeth 
gaol,  and  made  dose  prisoner,  and  notice 
sent  up  to  court  of  his  being  taken.*  By 
the  council  registers  I  find  a  letter  dated 
Whitehall,  January  25th,  is  read  January 
31st,  directed  to  the  counciL  The  tenor  is, 
'  the  king  being  informed  that  Mr  George 
Johnston,  alias  Veitch,  a  notorious  ringleader 
in  field  conventicles,  is  in  gaol  in  Morpeth, 
hath  sent  commands  this  night  to  colonel 
Struthers,  deputy  lieutenant  of  Northum- 
berland, to  deliver  him  safe  to  the  sheriff 
of  Berwick ;  and  the  council  are  to  order 
him  to  be  received  there,  and  brought  to 
Edinburgh,  and  proceed  against  him  with 
all  diligence,  according  to  Uie  utmost  seve- 
rity of  law.  His  majesty  (to  dash  the 
groundless  hopes  of  knaves  and  fools  who 
expected  a  toleration)  being  fully  resolved 
to  put  the  strictness  of  law  in  execution 
against  such  notorious  contenmers  of  his 
majesty's  law  and  authority.  This  is  signed 
by,'  &c.  '  Lauderdale.' 

According  to  this  letter  he  was  received 
upon  the  borders,  and  brought  prisoner  to 
Edinburgh,  and  February  22nd,  he  was 
sisted  before  the  committee  for  public  af- 
fiiirs.  The  primate  presided,  and  put  many 
ensnaring  questions  to  him,which  were  urged 
by  the  bishop  of  Edinburgh,  such  as, '  Have 
you  taken  the  covenant  ?'  The  prisoner  an- 
swered, '  This  honourable  board  may  easily 
perceive  that  I  was  not  of  age  to  take  the 
covenant,  when  you  and  other  ministers  of 
Scotland  tendered  it'  When  uiged,  if  he 
never  took  it  since,  he  waved  it,  by  saying, 
he  judged  himself  bound  frequenUy  to  give 
himself  to  God  in  a  way  of  covenanting. 
The  bishop  of  Edinburgh  asked  him,  if  he 
was  at  Pentland ;  he  answered, '  If  you  will 


•  See  M<Crie*t  hiU  of  Veiteb,  pp,  70,  71,  ke. 
when  VelteA  giwm  m  fuU  aoomwt  of  hit  capture. 


give  me  liberty  and  power,  I  shall 
prove  by  witnesses  I  was  in  Edin- 
burgh the  night  before,  and  that  day.'  His 
examination  was  read  over,  and  he  required 
to  sign  it,  which  he  refused  till  it  was 
amended  in  several  phrases  he  reckoned  ^ 
wTong,  and  put  in  mundo,  after  which  he 
signed  it ;  but  nothing  in  it  could  militate 
against  him.  February  25th,  the  council 
meet  and  '  approve  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee for  public  affairs,  that  Mr  William 
Veitch  be  sent  to  the  Bass,  till  the  king's 
pleasure  be  further  heard,  in  regard  he  is 
forfeited  for  the  rebellion  1666,  and  the 
forfeiture  ratified  in  Parliament'  And 
March  11th,  the  council  write  a  letter  to 
Lauderdale  upon  this  subject,  which  I  in- 
sert here,  being  short 

*  Edinburgh,  March  llth,  1679. 
'  May  it  please  your  grace, 

'  His  majesty  having  commanded  us  to 
proceed  against  one  Mr  George  Johnston  to 
be  sent  from  England,  we  found  upon  his 
coming  here,  that  although  the  prisoner 
had  passed  under  that  name,  yet  his  true 
name  is  Mr  William  Veitch,  whom  we  are 
informed  to  have  been  one  of  these  who 
was  forfeited  for  being  in  the  rebellion  in 
the  year  1666.  And  we  find  there  is  a 
standing  act  of  parliament,  which  is  the 
1 1th  act  of  the  first  session  of  his  majesty's 
second  parliament,  whereby  one  Mr  William 
Veitch,  amongst  others,  is  thereby  declared 
forfeited,  and  the  probation  led  before  the 
justices  is  thereby  ratified:  likeas  he  has 
confessed  that  he  has  preached  sometimes  in 
Scotland,  when  he  came  occasionally  to  see 
his  friends,  having  had  his  residence  in 
England,  near  these  twelve  years,  where  he 
was  a  farmer  when  he  was  taken;  and 
albeit  we  be  most  willing  to  comply  with 
and  execute  his  majesty's  commands,  so 
that  we  may  show  that  our  obedience  pro- 
ceeds as  well  from  inclination  as  duty,  yet 
in  this  case,  finding  that  his  majesty's  orders 
did  relate  to  another  person  than  this  pris- 
oner, and  that  the  prisoner  was  not  appre- 
hended in  any  crime,  and  offers  him  to 
prove  that  he  was  in  Edinbuigh  the  time . 
of  the  fight  at  Pentland ;  we  ha.'^^  \S\«cviiQX^ 
thought  fit  to  deuiQ  ^our  ^pcafiA\At«(T«««oX 
the  conditioii  of  liie  ^iiaouKr  ttt  Vhft  Vwa^i 
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majesty,  to  be  yet  fbrther  oonndered, 
whose  royal  pleasure  (how  soon  in- 
tiiiiated  to  us)  shall  be  exactly  obeyed. 
In  the  mean  time  we  hare  i4[>pointed  the 
prisoner  to  be  sent  to,  and  kept  in  firmanoe 
in  the  Bass.  Signed  in  name  and  by  war- 
rant of  his  majesty's  privy  council,  by 
*  Your  Grace's  most  humble  Servant, 

'  Rothes  Cancel.  LP.D.* 

That  same  day  Mr  Veitoh  is  ordered  to 
the  Bass  by  the  council,  after  which  I  find 
no  more  about  him  till  filarch  18th,  when 
the  advocate  is  ordered  to  insist  against  Mr 
Veitch  before  the  justiciary,  upon  the  sen- 
tence of  forfeiture  formerly  pronounced; 
and  in  pursuance  of  his  majesty's  com- 
mands, in  a  letter  from  the  duke  of  Lau- 
derdale, intimation  is  made  of  his  nu\jest3r's 
pleasure  to  the  justice  general,  and  that  the 
justiciary  meet  Wednesday  the  24th  instant 
And  upon  the  24th  of  March,  by  the  crimi- 
nal records,  I  find  the  advocate  appears  and 
produceth  the  following  warrant  from  the 
council  'Edinburgh,  March  18th,  1679. 
The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council  did 
intimate  to  the  lord  justice  general  his  mar 
jestjr's  pleasure,  signified  by  his  secretary 
the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  that  Mr  William 
Veitch,  alias  Johnston,  now  prisoner  in  the 
tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  should  be  proceeded 
against  according  to  law ;  and  that  the  lords 
of  justiciary  meet  for  that  end  the  24th  of 
this  month.  *  A.  Gibson.' 

<  The  same  day  the  council  grant  warrant 
to  his  majesty's  advocate,  to  insist  imme- 
diately against  the  said  Mr  William  Veitch, 
alias  Johnston,  against  whom  the  sentence 
of  forfeiture  was  pronounced,  for  his  acces- 
sion to  the  rebellion  1666. 

*  A.  Gibson.' 

Accordingly  the  advocate  insists,  and 
craves  the  lords  may  proceed  according  to 
law.  Mr  Veitch  being  brought  to  the  bar 
presents  two  petitions,  the  one  begging  that 
he  may  be  allowed  advocates  to  plead  in 
his  defence,  and  manifest  his  innocence; 
and  the  other  humbly  craving  that  the  lords 
may  represent  his  case  to  his  majesty. 
WbeD  both  these  petitions  were  read,  the 
udvocBte  takes  instrumenta.     The  lords  of 


justiciary  continue  the  diet  against  the  pan- 
nel  until  the  8th  of  April  next,  and  order 
him  to  be  kept  close  prisoner.  It  seems 
the  criminal  lords  were  not  so  willing  as 
some  would  have  had  them,  to  proceed  to  a 
sentence  of  death,  upon  a  forfeiture  in  ab- 
sence, near  thirteen  years  ago.  When  they 
meet  again  April  8th,  I  find  the  following 
act  recorded  in  their  books  the  said  day. 
**  Anent  an  act  of  the  lords  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council,  produced  by  his  majesty's 
advocate,  intimating  his  majesty's  pleasure 
to  the  justice  court,  for  proceeding  against 
Mr  William  Veitch,  alias  Johnston,  accord- 
ing to  law ;  and  the  said  Mr  William  having 
petitioned  that  his  lawyers  might  be  heard 
in  his  defence,  the  lord  justice  general,  jus- 
tice derk,  and  remanent  commissioners  of 
the  justiciary,  considering  that  this  court 
would  not  proceed  in  the  matter  of  forfei- 
ture in  absence,  until  they  had  the  opinion 
and  advice  of  the  lords  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council  and  session  in  so  weighty  an 
affiur;  and  finding  no  precedent  in  this 
court  for  the  execution  of  such  sentences 
in  absence,  when  the  persons  so  forfeited 
do  compear  and  ofier  defences;  and  that 
the  high  court  of  parliament  upon  such  oc- 
casions repone  parties  to  their  defences; 
and  this  being  a  matter  fully  of  as  great 
consequence  as  the  former  of  forfeiting  in 
absence,  and  of  very  great  import  to  his 
majesty's  service,  and  the  interest  of  the 
present  and  succeeding  generations;  they 
find  themselves  in  duty  bound  not  to  pro- 
ceed in  a  thing  of  so  g^eat  consequence, 
until,  according  to  the  laudable  custom  of 
their  predecessors,  they  have  the  advice  of 
his  majesty's  privy  council,  and  lords  of 
council  and  session,  which  they  earnestly 
entreat  and  expect :  and  recommend  to  the 
lord  justice  general,  to  represent  this  to  the 
council  the  very  next  council  day,  and  to 
the  lord  justice  clerk  to  lay  it  before  the 
session  as  soon  as  they  meet  And  in  the 
mean  time  ordain  the  prisoner  to  be  secure- 
ly kept,  and  continue  the  diet  to  the  first 
Monday  of  June  next" 

It  seems  the  persons  whose  advice  was 
sought  were  not  agreed  in  their  sentiments 
in  this  matter;  for  I  find  the  process  June 
2nd,  continued  until  the  second  Monday  of 
July,  and  from  3\iVy  \^ti^^  ^DL^\i«^  «jQun 
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till  July  25th,  and  that  day  what  foUowa  is 
in  the  criminal  registen.  ^July  25th. 
Thia  day  compeared  fifr  M^lliam  Veitch 
preacher,  late  priaoner  in  the  tolbooth  of 
Edinburgh,  and  produced  an  act  of  the  linrda 
of  his  miyestjr't  privy  coundl,  dated  Edin- 
burgh, July  24th.  Forasmuch  as  the  king^s 
majesty,  having  by  a  letter  under  his  hand, 
of  the  date  July  17th  direct  to  us,  signified, 
that  whereas  Mr  William  Veitch,  having 
been  forfeited  by  a  sentence  of  the  justice 
court,asbeing  accessory  to  the  rebellion  1666, 
was  lately  tak^n  in  England  in  the  county 
of  Northumberland,  and  was  by  his  majes- 
ty's order  sent  prisoner  to  Edinburgh, 
there  to  be  pursued  by  his  advocate  for  that 
his  accession.  And  whereas  it  is  now  hum- 
bly represented  to  his  majesty,  that  the  said 
Mr  William  Veitch  was  not  actually  pre- 
sent at  the  fight  at  Pentland;  and  having 
retired  timeously  from  the  rebels,  hath  ever 
since  lived  peaceably  in  his  majestjr's  king- 
dom of  Eng^d:  and  his  majesty  being 
graciously  desirous  to  encourage  those  that 
repent  for  their  accession  to  such  rebellious 
courses,  hath  therefore  <Hrdained,  and  by  the 
said  letter  authorised  and  required  his  privy 
council  to  set  the  said  Mr  William  Veitch 
at  liberty,  he  always  enacting  himself  to  re- 
move forth  of  his  ancient  kingdom  of  Scot^ 
land,  and  not  to  return  to  the  same ;  and 
that  his  majesty's  said  letter  shall  be  his  se- 
curity until  he  return  to  that  his  said  king- 
douL  In  which  case  his  said  warrant  is 
hereby  declared  ineffectual.  The  lords  of 
his  majesty's  privy  council,  in  pursuance  of 
his  majesty's  said  commands,  do  ordain  the 
foresaid  Mr  William  Veitch  be  set  at  libei^ 
ty ;  and  recommend  to  the  lords  commis- 
sioners of  the  justiciary  to  sist  any  proce- 
dure before  them  against  the  said  Mr  Veitch 
upon  the  criminal  pursuit  extracted  by 
Alexander  Gibson.  The  lords  of  the  justi- 
ciary ordain  the  said  act  to  be  insert  in 
their  books,  and  sist  any  procedure  against 
him  accordingly." 

The  spring  of  this  sudden  turn  was  in 
short  this.  When  Mr  Veitch  was  taken 
not  fiff  from  the  Border  of  Scotland,  he  was 
sent  for  by  the  managers.  When  he  was 
first  before  the  justice  court,  his  case  was 
so  fiivourable,  ihat  he  wm  like  to  get  off: 
tbe  jmhim  eoaU  bjr  BO  metuu  be  penaad' 


ed  to  pass  him;  and  after  much  _. 
dealing  among  people  concerned  in 
council,  session,  and  justiciary,  his  death 
came  at  length  to  be  resolved  on,  and  sen- 
tence was  to  have  been  pronounced  the 
above  day.  He  getting  notice  of  this,  and 
finding  all  intercession  precluded  in  Scot- 
land, prevailed  with  his  intimate  friend, 
Mr  Gilbert  Eliot,  since  the  revolution  derk 
to  the  council,  and  at  present  one  of  the 
lords  of  the  session,  which  bench  he  fills 
yet  with  much  vigour  and  diligence,  to  go 
up  post  for  London,  with  a  representation 
of  his  case.  When  Mr  Eliot  addressed 
Lauderdale,  there  was  no  access,  for  the 
duke,  though  a  relation  of  Mr  Veitch'8,was 
pre-engaged.  Then  he  applied  to  the  earl 
of  Shaftsbury,  and  some  others  of  that  side, 
who  were  setting  up  upon  the  foot  of  the 
liberties  of  England,  who  advised  Mr  Eliot 
to  print  an  abstract  of  Mr  Veitch's  case, 
that  he  was  seised  in  England,  and  without 
any  fiiult,  after  near  thirteen  yean^  abode 
there,  carried  down  to  Scotland,  to  be  judg- 
ed for  old  alleged  crimes;  and  to  give  a 
copy  of  the  case  to  the  members  of  parlia- 
ment of  both  houses.  This  was  done,  and 
made  a  great  noise,  and  the  parliament  was 
very  willing  to  inquire  into  it  While  things 
stood  thus,  the  king  was  applied  to,  and  lit- 
tle less  than  threatened  with  a  parliamenta- 
ry inquiry  into  this  carriage  to  an  English 
subject,  as  Mr  Veitch  might  be  called.  Up- 
on which  the  above  letter  is  writ  down, 
which  came  very  seasonably,  within  an 
hour  before  the  sentence  of  death  was  to 
have  been  pronounced  against  him.  This  is 
all  I  have  of  this  worthy  person's  sufferings 

this  year.* 

April  2d.  The  council  being  informed  that 
conventicles  were  held  in  Edinbuigh  pretty 
frequently,  resolve  to  prosecute  the  heritors 
of  the  land  where  they  were  held,  though 
conform  enough  themselves,  and  fine  them 
in  terms  of  former  acts  of  council.  Accord- 
ingly I  find  George  Tumbull,  baxter  (baker) 
in  Edinburgh,  before  them,  for  three  con- 


•  A  full  and  interesting  account  of  all  the 
transactions  regardlnf  \,h«  lAxw*,  \3tVi\,  %»^\V- 
beratlon  of  Veitch  may  b«\i»i  VnYiiaxMSBwAr^Vj 
himself,  edited  by  I>t  M^CxVe.  V-.^^      va* 
which  the  reader  is  parUfwiaarVy  T%t«tt4.— M* 
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tenticles  alleged  to  be  kept  lately  in 
'  Isobel  Crawford  (who  had  a  chamber 
in  a  tenement  of  land  belonging  to  him)  her 
house.  The  said  George  is  required  to  de- 
pone upon  the  rent  of  the  whole  tenement 
of  land,  which  upon  oath  he  declared  to  be  a 
hundred  pounds  erery  year.  The  council 
decern  him  to  pay  three  hundred  pounds 
Scots  for  three  allied  conTenticles  in  that 
woman*8  house  in  this  tenement  of  land. 
And,  for  any  thing  I  can  leam,  there  were 
more  dwellers  in  the  tenement,  and  the 
landlord  was  not  at  all  privy  to  the  meet- 
ings. 

At  the  same  diet  I  find  a  good  many  gen- 
tlemen and  ladies  in  the  south  cited  before 
the  council  for  nonconformity.  Gordon  of 
Craichlaw  younger,  and  his  spouse, 

Gordon  of  Culvennan,  Macghie  of  Drum- 
buy,  Ramsay  of  Boghouse,  Dame 
Stuart  Lady  Castlestuart,  Macghie  laird  of 
Larg,  Heron  of  Littlepark,  Dunbar  younger 
of  Machiemore,  Archibald  Stuart  of  Causey- 
end,  Anthony  Heron  in  Wigg,  and  his 
spouse,  Stuart  of  Tondei^e,  Macghie  in 
Penningham,  MacmiUan  in  Craigwel, 
Stuart  of  Ravenstoun,  brother  to  the  earl 
of  Galloway,  and  Dame  Dunbar  his 

lady,  and  provost  of  Wigton, 

are  charged  with  withdrawing  from  ordin- 
ances, and  being  present  at  conventicles. 
None  of  them  compearing,  they  are  all 
denounced,  and  put  to  the  horn.  It  may 
be  worth  while  to  notice  here,  that  lists  of 
those,  and  multitudes  of  others,  which  have 
not  come  to  my  hand,  were  sent  in  to 
Edinbui^h  by  the  episcopal  incumbents  in 
the  places  where  they  lived,  and  vigorously 
niged  in  coimcil  by  the  bishops  and  their 
party  to  be  prosecuted.  Letters  used  to  be 
directed  against  them,  upon  such  informa- 
tion, to  appear  in  a  very  short  (early)  day 
before  the  council;  and,  upon  their  non- 
compearance,  they  were  held  as  guilty,  and 
denounced.  We  shall  find  a  good  many 
mentioned  in  this  section,  forfeited  after 
Bothwell :  and  indeed  this  severe  and  ini- 
quitous persecution  of  them  obliged  them 
to  retire  from  their  houses,  and  betake 
themselves  to  hide  and  wander  up  and 
down;  and  we  need  not  be  surprised  to 
hnd  them,  and  many  others  thus  oppressed, 
fake  hold  of  any  opportunity  which  offered. 


to    relieve    themselves  from    these    hard 
drcumstances. 

Mr  Andrew  Kennedy  of  Clowbum,  of 
whom  before,  was  before  the  council  May 
13th,  and  charged  with  being  present  at 
conventicles.  The  libel  was  referred  to  his 
oath,  and  he  refusing  to  depone,  was  fined 
in  a  thousand  merks.  The  same  day  two 
excellent  gentlewomen  had  a  little  fiavour 
granted  them.  Upon  the  4th  instant  a  con- 
venticle was  discovered  in  Mrs  Durham's 
house:  and  Maipu^t  Muir  relict  of  Mr 
James  Durham,  and  Janet  Muir  spouse  to 
Mr  John  Carstairs,  were  taken  and  impri- 
soned in  Edinburgh  tolbooth.  This  day 
they  petition  the  council  to  be  released  out 
of  prison.  With  some  difficulty,  some 
friends  of  theirs  got  the  council  to  remit 
them  to  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh. 

May  14.  Geoi^  Scot  of  Pitlochie  is  con- 
vened before  the  council,  for  alleged  being 
at  conventicles,  and  is  libelled,  *  That  not- 
withstanding, in  the  year    1677,  he    had 
given  bond  and  caution,  under  ten  thousand 
merks,  to  confine  himself  within  his  own 
lands,  and  not  to  keep  conventicles,  yet  he 
had  contravened.'     The  matter  is  referred 
to  his  oath,  and  he  refusing  to  depone,  the 
lords  hold    him  as  confessed.      And   the 
council  ordain  his  cautioners  presently  to 
pay  three  thousand  merks,  and  supersede 
the  rest  of  the  fine  until  they  see  how  tho 
said  George  carries  in  time  coming.     They 
allow  him  to  return  to  his  confinement. 
Next  day,  the  council  ordain  the  magistrates 
of  Edinbui^h  to  pay  the  fine  the  law  obliges 
them  to,  for    a  conventicle   kept  in  Mrs 
Durham's     house,     where     Mr    William 
Hamilton,  a  relation  of  hers,  and  brother 
to  the    (afterwards)   Lord    Halcraig,    did 
preach.     The  same  day,  John  Spreul  wri- 
ter in  Glasgow  is  liberated  from  prison, 
upon  bond  to  compear,  when  called,  under 
the  penalty  of  two  thousand  merks.     And 
Mr    Robert  Wylie,    formerly    mentioned, 
being  apprehended,  and  having  lien  in  pri. 
son  some  time,  and  fallen   into    sickness 
tliere,  the  council  liberate  him,  u|>on  bond 
to  appear  before  them,  if  his  health  recover, 
upon  the  first  Thursday  of  June,  or  at  any 
time  after,  that  if  his  sickness  be  lengthened 
out,  under  penalty  of  two  thousand  merks. 
Tho  rising  at  BotWeW.  iaXVvxi^  \xv,>\t  wva 
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oTerlookedy  aod  met  with  no  further  troohle 
this  way.  No  more  of  this  kind  of  perse- 
cation  offers  till  July,  when  the  prosecutions 
after  Both  well-bridge  run  in  a  new  channel ; 
and  the  accounts  of  those  will  fall  in  after- 
wards in  their  own  room.  Here  I  have 
cast  together  from  the  registers  what  I 
noticed  before  BothwelL  Some  other  in- 
stances of  sererities  for  nonconformity  will 
come  in  upon  the  more  general  account  of 
things  in  the  entry  of  tins  year. 

SECT.  II. 

Of  the  more  public  proceedings,  prodama^ 
tionSf  and  state  of  affairs  from  January 
to  May  1679. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  council 
come  to  give  orders  about  the  forces  levied 
formerly :  one  part  of  them  they  leave  to 
ramble  op  and  down  the  country,  and  harass 
such  as  did  not  fully  join  in  conformity 
with  the  episcopal  incumbents,  and  to  lift 
the  cess,  which  a  great  many  did  not  pay 
till  they  were  forced  to  it,  and  others  of 
them  they  placed  in  garrisons,  the  lai^gest 
of  which  was  in  Lanark  for  some  time, 
another  was  at  Ayr,  a  third  at  Kirkcud- 
bright, a  fourth  at  Dumfries,  and  a  good 
number  were  posted  at  Glasgow.  Their 
orders  were,  to  pursue  and  search  for  snch 
who  haunted  field-meetings,  to  kill  all  who 
resisted  them,  and  to  imprison  and  deliver 
to  magistrates,  or  send  in  to  the  council  all 
whom  they  apprehended.  Those  garrisons 
proved  very  uneasy  to  such  as  clave  to  the 
gospel  preached  by  presbyterian  ministers, 
and  many  outrages  were  committed  np  and 
down  the  country  by  the  soldiers.  Instances 
might  be jjjven  in  multitudes.  A  party  of 
the  soldiers  in  the  parish  of  Evandale  seized 
some  twenty-three  countrymen,  many  of 
them  herd-lads,  and  made  them  swear  whe- 
ther they  saw  any  armed  men  going  np  and 
down  for  a  month's  time.  Terrible  out- 
rages were  committed;  they  destroyed 
great  quantities  of  com  with  their  horses, 
and  in  some  places  threw  the  com  they 
could  not  Biake  use  of  into  the  rivers,  and 
in  other  plftces  they  burnt  it  But  parti- 
cular accooiitv  of  these  would  he  endless. 
/  choose  rather  to  give  the  reader  the 


foundations  laid  down  by  the  ooan-  _^ 

dl  for  all  these  severities,  under  the 
pretext  of  securing  the  peace,  while,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  natural  tendency  of  such 
methods  was  really  to  force  people  to  ano- 
ther rising;  and  probably  this  was  the 
design  of  some  of  the  managers. 

Many  consultations  were  held,  toward 
the  end  of  the  last  year,  about  the  bearing 
down  of  presbyterians,  regulating  the  forces, 
gathering  the  cess,  and  other  things  of  that 
nature.  The  result  of  all  is,  January  9th, 
the  chancellor  by  a  letter  signifies  to 
Landerdale,  *  That  the  committee  for  pub- 
lic afiairs  have,  after  many  meetings,  and 
much  reasoning  among  themselves,  formed 
the  articles  herewith  sent,  to  the  end  that, 
before  they  be  presented  in  open  council, 
we  may  know  his  majesty's  inclinations  as 
to  them,  which  shall  be  obeyed.'  We  see 
those  articles  are  framed  by  the  secret 
managers ;  but,  before  they  venture  to  pro- 
pose them  in  council,  they  must  have  the 
weight  of  the  king's  sentiments  to  make 
them  go  down.  Accordingly,  January  23rd, 
a  letter  comes  down  from  the  king,  approv- 
ing them  in  as  full  terms  as  they  can  desire. 
The  overtures  themselves,  being  the  result 
of  so  much  thought,  and  the  ground-work 
of  the  after  severities,  deserve  a  room  here. 

Overtures  to  be  proposed  to  his  sacred  ma- 

jesty  by  his  grace  the  duke  of  Lauderdale, 

for  suppressing  of  the  present  schism  and 

disorders  of  the   churchy  and  frequent 

insurrections  following  thereupon, 

'  The  lords  of  the  committee  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council  for  public  afiairs,  considering, 
that,  notwithstanding  of  all  their  former 
endeavours,  manifold  disorders  do  still 
abound,  arising  from  withdrawing  from  the 
public  worship,  and  from  the  dangerous 
and  pernicious  principles  instilled  into  the 
minds  of  unwary  people,  by  seditious 
preachers  in  their  scandalous  conventicles, 
whereby  many  are  hardened  in  a  most 
violent  and  unreasonable  schism,  and  ani- 
mated to  most  turbulent  virulent  practices, 
threatening  the  subversion  of  the  protes- 
tant  religion,  as  well  as  the  peace  of  the 
kingdom,  have  thong\it.  \V.  ^ii«a  ^vA.^  i^'v 
that  the  forces  are  TMaft^»vf\ict«>a^  ^«ift 
seditious  disordcTs  m^iy  Awi  cassiVj  wA  <i«^v> 
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tnally  sappresied)  humbly  to  repre- 
*  sent  to  the  king^t  most  ezodlent 
majesty, 

*  1.  That,  in  regard  many  of  the  enormi- 
ties are  committed  in  remote  shires,  so  that 
probation  can  neither  so  easily  be  had,  nor 
the  laws  receive  their  due  execution,  when 
the  guilty  are  processed  before  the  council, 
as  if  persons  of  knowledge  and  integrity, 
living  in  or  near  these  respective  shires, 
who  best  know  their  fiiults,  and  how  the 
same  may  be  effectually  punished,  should 
be  intrusted  and  empowered  to  that  effect ; 
his  majesty  may  be  pleased  to  empower  and 
authorize  his  council  to  nominate  such  per- 
sons to  be  sheriff-deputes,  bailie-deputes  of 
regalities,  bailiaries,  and  steward-deputes 
(where  the  council  shall  find  sheriff-deputes, 
and  other  deputes  foresaid,  to  have  been 
remiss)  who  are,  upon  the  council's  recom- 
mendation, to  receive  deputation  from  the 
principal  sheriffs,  bailies,  and  stewards,  to 
put  the  laws  in  execution  only  against 
withdrawers  from  public  ordinances,  keepers 
of  conventicles,  such  as  are  guilty  of  dis- 
orderly baptisms  and  marriages,  resetting 
and  communing  with  fugitive  and  intercom- 
muned  persons,  and  other  vagrant  preach- 
ers ;  and  that  the  former  commissions  given 
by  the  council  in  August  1677,  to  the  no- 
blemen and  gentlemen  in  the  several  shires, 
for  pursuing  and  punishing  such  as  are  guil- 
ty of  these  delinquencies ;  and  instructions 
given  to  them,  may  be  renewed  to  them,  or 
such  as  the  council  shall  think  fit;  and  that 
the  council  may  be  empowered  to  grant 
such  further  instructions  as  they  shall  find 
necessary  for  this  service ;  and  that  his  ma- 
jesty's forces,  who  lie  in  the  respective 
shires,  may  be  ordered,  upon  all  occasions, 
as  they  shall  be  required,  to  concur  with 
these  commissioners,  or  these  intrusted  by 
them,  for  the  more  speedy  and  effectual 
execution  of  the  decreets  and  sentences  of 
the  sheriff,  and  other  deputes,  and  letters  of 
homing,  poinding,  and  caption  to  be  raised 
thereupon,  as  they  will  be  answerable. 

'  2.  That  the  soldiers  may  be  commanded 
to  disperse  the  persons  who  shall  be  found 
at  conventicles,  by  force  of  arms;  and  if 
they  rejfuse  to  dissolve  these  meetings  (be- 
ing required  so  to  do  in  the  king's  name) 
or  shall  make  resistance,  and  that  there- 


through mutilation  or  death  shall  ensue, 
that  the  soldiers  may  be  secured  against 
any  hazard  upon  what  they  do  in  prosecu- 
tion of  their  duty,  as  if  by  law  allowed,  in 
case  the  said  persons  refuse  to  dissipate, 
being  required  in  manner  foresaid,  ^st  make 
resistance. 

'  3.  That  the  soldiers  may  be  commanded 
to  seize  and  secure  in  prison  the  preacher, 
and  so  many  others  present  at  field  conven- 
ticles as  they  can  conveniently  carry  alongst 
with  them,  until  they  find  student  caution 
to  answer  for  their  crimes  according  to  law 
(except  the  preachers,  or  any  others  who 
are  declared  traitors,  or  are  intercommuned, 
or  make  resistance  at  these  meetings,  for 
whom  no  caution  is  to  be  taken,  but  that 
they  be  secured  in  prison).  And  in  regard 
the  multitudes  who  frequent  these  rende- 
vouzes  of  rebellion,  are  such  as  they  cannot 
all  be  seized,  nor  probation  easily  led  against 
them,  the  soldiers  may  be  empowered  to 
take  fix>m  the  rest  of  the  persons  found 
thereat,  (whom  they  cannot  conveniently 
carry  to  prison)  their  upper  garments,  that 
the  same  may  be  a  mean  of  conviction,  and 
evidence  of  probation  against  them;  and 
that  the  soldiers  may  be  empowered  to  seize 
and  take  all  the  arms  that  any  persons  shall 
be  found  to  have  at  these  seditious  meet^ 
ings,  and  the  horses  of  any  who  shall  be 
found  to  have  arms  thereat 

'  4.  That  in  respect  scholars,  merchants, 
and  tradesmen,  are  the  chief  persons  who 
are  ordinarily  poisoned  with  factious  and 
schismatic  principles ;  that  therefore  none 
be  allowed  to  enter  into  the  second  class 
into  colleges,  nor  received  prentices,  till 
they  enact  themselves  to  keep  the  church. 

'  5.  That  his  majesty  may  be  pleased  to 
g^ve  order  to  the  council,  to  be  careful  to 
see  that  the  5th  act  of  the  2nd  session,  and 
2nd  act  of  the  3rd  session  of  his  majesty's 
first  parliament,  appointing  magistrates  and 
council  of  burghs,  and  others  in  public 
trust,  to  take  the  declaration ;  as  also  the 
acts  of  parliament  anent  pedagogues,  chap- 
lains and  schoolmasters,  discharging  them 
to  officiate  without  license  from  the  respec- 
tive ordinaries,  and  the  acts  and  proclama- 
tions of  coimcil  emitted  thereupon,  to  be 
put  to  due  execution. 

'  6.  That  his  ma^e^t^  ma^'  W  \\&«&«d.  to 
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give  order  aod  warrant  to  the  lords  of  the 
treaamy,  to  make  pajrmeiit  out  of  the  firrt 
and  readiest  of  the  cash,  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling  to  any  person  who  shall  apprehend 
Bfr  John  Welsh,  three  thousand  merics 
to  any  person  who  shall  i4[>prehend  any  of 
these  preachers  who  are  deckred  traitors, 
two  thousand  merks  for  ilk  one  of  these 
preachers  who  are  declared  fugitives,  or 
are  interoommuned,  and  nine  hundred  merics 
for  ilk  one  of  these  vagrant  preachers  who 
preach  in  the  fields ;  and  that  the  same  be 
ordered  to  be  paid  instantly  upon  the  deli- 
very of  them  prisoners  to  the  council ;  and 
that  these  persons,  who  have  already  appre- 
hended any  of  these  preachers,  may,  for  the 
encouragement  of  others,  have  some  suita- 
ble reward. 

'  And  lastly.  That  his  majesty  may  be 
pleased  to  give  order  to  the  council  to  take 
exact  notice  of,  and  proceed  against  these 
indulged  ministers,  who  do  not  observe  the 
rules  and  instructions  prescribed  to  them  at 
their  indulgence;  and  that,  upon  the  de- 
cease or  removal  of  any  of  these  indulged 
ministers  from  their  kirks,  the  council  may 
be  careful  to  see  orthodox  ministers  planted 
in  these  kirks ;  and,  if  the  patron  do  not 
present  such  persons  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  the  law,  that  the  ordinary  be  or- 
dained to  present  jure  devohito,  Under^ 
neath,  Edinburgh,  9th  of  January,  1679.  The 
]<nrds  of  his  majesty's  privy  council  having 
considered  the  overtures  above  contained, 
and  offered  by  their  committee  for  public 
affiiirs,  do  approve  thereof,  and  ordain  the 
same  to  be  transmitted  to  the  duke  of  Lau- 
derdale, to  be  offered  to  his  sacred  majesty. 
«  Rothes  Cancel  L  P.  D.* 

The  king's  letter,  approving  them,  1  like- 
wise insert  from  the  registers. 

*  Edinburgh^  January  23d,  1679. 

'Charles  Hd — Right  trusty,  &c.  We 
greet  you  well.  Having  seen  and  consi- 
dered your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  to  the 
duke  of  Lauderdale,  with  the  overtures 
proposed  by  you,  for  securing  the  public 
peace  of  that  our  ancient  kingdom,  against 
all  schismatic  and  seditious  distempers ;  we 
are  so  well  pleased  with  them,  that  we 
have  thought  fit,  without  any  delays  to  re- 
tnrojrim  owr  hearty  tbanka  for  your  great  i 
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care  and  seal  in  our  service  iqMm  all 
occasions,  and  to  let  you  know,  that 
albmt  we  did  formeriy  i4[>point  the  duke  of 
Lauderdale  to  signify  our  i4[>probation  ot 
those  overtures  to  the  committee  of  public  af- 
fiurs,  yet  we  do  now  again  repeat  our  royal 
approbation  of  them  all  to  you  our  privy 
council,  as  you  have  them  here  indoeed. 
And  therefore  it  is  our  wiU  and  pleasure, 
and  we  do  hereby  authorise  and  empower 
you  to  issne  acts,  orders,  and  all  other  pa- 
pers conform  to  the  said  overtures,  and  to 
use  all  such  legal  ways  and  means  as  you 
shall  find  most  expeidient  for  puttmg  the 
same  in  effectual  execution:  for  doing 
whereof,  this  shall  be  your  warrant  And 
so  we  bid  you  heartily  farewelL  Given  at 
our  court  at  Whitehall,  the  18th  day  of  Jar 
nuary,  1678-9  and  of  our  reign  the  thir- 
tieth year. 

By  his  majesty's  command, 
<  Lauderdale.* 

When  thus  they  have  the  king's  consent, 
the  overtures  are  read  and  i4[>proven  in  the 
council,  and  by  them  remitted  again  to  the 
committee  for  public  affairs,  that  they  may 
bring  in  their  opinion  as  to  the  manner  of 
putting  them  in  execution.  Their  report 
is  brought  in  January  28th,  and  follows. 

The  report  underwritten  from  the  committee 
for  public  affairs,  with  the  act  therein 
mentioned,  being  read  in  council,  were 
agreed  to,  and  appointed  to  be  recorded 
conform  to  the  tenor  thereof,  which  is  as 
follows. 

<  Having  considered  these  overtures  ap- 
proven  by  his  majesty,  in  order  to  the 
drawing  of  acts  and  orders  thereupon,  and 
for  putting  the  same  in  execution. 

*  As  to  the  first  overture  anent  the  nam- 
ing of  sheriff  deputes,  and  for  executing 
the  laws  (only)  against  withdrawers  from 
public  ordinances,  keepers  of  conventicles, 
persons  g^ty  of  disorderly  baptisms  and 
marriages,  resetting  and  communing  with 
fugitive  and  intercommuned  persons,  and 
other  vagrant  preachers,  'tis  our  opinion 
that  deputes  shall  be  named  tA  ^3:^1  \!ViT« 
pose  in  the  slures  nnderwnXXwa,  «bA  ^w**^ 
dictions  withia  i\ie  same,  w.\^«axV,^BjKnr 
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frew,  Ayr,  Wi^n,  stewartiy  of 
Kirkcudbright,  Perth,  Dumfries, 
stewartry  of  Annandale,  Dumbarton,  Lin- 
lithgow, Fife,  and  Kinross,  Stirling,  Had- 
dington, Berwick,  and  Rozbui^h ;  and  we 
hare  appointed  some  of  our  number  to  think 
upon  fit  persons  for  that  service  in  the  se- 
veral places. 

'  As  to  the  second  part  of  the  said  over- 
ture concerning  the  commission  and  in- 
structions formerly  given  to  several  noble- 
men and  gentlemen  anent  conventicles 
and  other  disorders,  it  is  our  opinion,  that 
the  said  commissions  and  instructions  may 
be  revived,  and  missives  directed  to  the  se- 
veral persons  commissionate  to  proceed  ac- 
cording thereto. 

'  Having  considered  the  second  and  third 
overtures,  and  an  act  of  council  in  the  year 
1674,  we  have  turned  the  same  in  an 
act,  which  is  offered  to  your  lordships'  con- 
sideration. 

'As  to  the  fourth  overture  concerning 
scholars,  merchants,  and  tradeanen,  their 
enacting  themselves  to  keep  the  kirk,  it  is 
our  opinion  that  the  same  be  turned  in  an 
act,  and  sent  to  the  several  universities  and 
burghs. 

'  Upon  the  sixth  overture,  offering  a  re- 
ward to  such  persons  as  shall  apprehend 
Mr  John  Welsh  and  others  therein  related, 
it  is  our  opinion,  that  a  proclamation  be 
drawn  conform  thereto,  founded  upon  his 
majesty's  letter ;  and  an  act  drawn,  recom- 
mending to  the  lords  of  the  treasury  to  give 
these  rewards  to  such  as  shall  deserve  the 
same.' 

Murray,        Charles  Maitland, 

Linlithgow,  George  Mackenzie, 

Elphinston,  Maitland, 

Ross,  Drummond, 

And  the  approbation  of  Rothes  Cancel. 

L  P.  D. 
*  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council 
do  hereby  give  express  order  and  command 
to  all  officers  and  soldiers  of  his  majesty's 
standing  forces,  or  of  the  militia,  or  any 
part  thereof,  to  dissipate  the  persons  who 
shall  be  found  by  them  at  conventicles  by 
force  of  arms ;  and  if  they  shall  refuse  to 
dissolve,  being  required  so  to  do  in  the 
ItiBg^B  name,  or  shall  make  resisti^nce,  and 
that  therethrough  mutilation  or  death  shall 


ensue,  the  said  lords  do  hereby  indemnify 
them  from  any  such  slaught^  or  mutila- 
tion, and  declare  that  they  shall  never  be 
questioned  either  criminally  or  civilly  for 
the  same  in  all  time  coming.    As  also,  the 
said  lords  give  orders  to  the  said  officers 
and  soldiers  to  seize  and  secure  in  prison 
the  preachers,  and  so  many  others  present 
at  field-conventicles  as  they  can  convenient- 
ly carry  alongst  with  them,  until  they  find 
sufficient  caution  to  answer  for  their  crimes 
according  to  law,  except  the  preachers  or 
any  others  who  are  declared  traitors,  or  are 
intercommuned,  or  make  resistance,  or  sdr 
up  others  to  make  resistance  at  these  ren- 
devouzes  of  rebellion,  for  whom  no  caution 
is  to  be  taken,  but  that  they  be  secured  in 
prison.    And  in  regard  the  multitudes  that 
frequent  these  rendevouzes  of  rebellion,  are 
such  as  that  they  cannot  all  be  seized,  nor 
probation  be  easily  had  against  them,  the 
said  lords  do  impower  the  soldiers  to  take 
fix>m  the  rest  of  the  persons  found  thereat, 
whom  they  cannot  conveniently  carry  to 
prison,  their  upper  garments,  that  the  same 
may  be  a  mean  of  conviction,  and  evidence 
of  probation  against  them ;  as  also,  to  take 
and  seize  all  the  arms  that  any  person  shaU 
be  found  to  have  at  these  seditious  meetings, 
and  the  horses  of  any  who  shall  be  found 
to  have  arms  thereat      And  further,  the 
said  lords  do  hereby  give  order  and  warrant 
to  the  said  officers  and  soldiers  to  take,  ap- 
prehend, and  emprison  any  persons  declared 
fugitives  by  sentence  of  council  or  justice 
courts  any  that  were  in  the  rebellion  in  the 
year  1666,  and  did  not  take  the  benefit  of 
his  majesty's  act  of  indemnity,    or    any 
against  whom  letters  of  intercommuning 
are  direct,  wheresoever  the  said  persons 
can  be  apprehended,  with  power  to  them 
to  make  open  doors  and  other   lockfast 
places,  in  searching  of  the  said  persons. 
And  the  said  lords  grant  warrant  to  any  of 
the  officers  of  the  foot,  standing  forces,  or 
militia,  to  seize  upon,  and  make  use  of  any 
horses  in  the  country,  which  can  be  readily 
had  when  they  have  occasion  of  the  same 
for  executing  any  orders  directed  to  them, 
the  officers  being    always    liable,    imme- 
diately after  performance  of  the  service 
wherein  they  shall  be  employed,  to  cause 
return  tViese  Yiomea  to  V.\i«  owt^qt^  in  as 
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good  condition  as  they  were  when  they 
were  taken.* 

The  council,  we  need  not  doubt,  approre 
all  their  grand  committee  does;  and  in 
further  prosecution  of  the  report,  February 
6th,  a  procUmation  comes  out,  which  was 
better  looked  after,  and  more  carefully  pro- 
secute than  that  we  shall  just  now  hear  of 
against  papists :  I  have  annexed  it  below,* 
therein  is  promised  9000  merks  to  any  who 
shall  discover  and  apprehend  Mr  John  Welsh, 
3000  merks  for  Messrs  Semple  and  Amot, 
2000  merks  for  any  of  the  field  preachers 
declared  fugitive,  and  900  merks  for  any  of 
the  vagrant  preachers.  The  pretence  of 
ifebauching  people  to  atheism  and  popery 
in  the  proclamation  hath  formerly  been 
considered  and  answered. 

I  shall  not  enlai^  on  the  severity  and 
temptation  in  the  promise  of  so  great  sums 
in  Scotland,  for  the  apprehending  of  so 
good  and  useful  men  as  Mr  Welsh,  and  the 
others  named.  I  know  that  about  this  time 
some  in  the  government  were  so  sensible  of 
the  moderate  and  loyal  principles  and  use- 
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fulness  of  Mr  Welsh,  that  a  proposal 
was  made  to  him  to  accept  of  a  church, 
and  an  indulgence  H'as  promised  him.  Neither 
shall  I  expose  this  ungenerous  method  of 
ensnaring  people  to  be  sharers  of  managers* 
guilt,  or  insist  on  the  many  instances  (which) 
might  be  given  of  the  care  of  providence 
in  preserving  Mr  Welsh,  the  rest,  and 
multitudes  of  others  interoommuned  at  this 
time.  I  may  rather  notice  that  our  pro- 
testant  bishops  and  counsellors  did  little  or 
nothing  against  the  popish  priests  and  Jesu- 
its, though  there  were  vast  numbers  of 
them  up  and  down  the  nation ;  and  about 
this  very  time  doctor  Gates  had  made  faith 
that  several  of  that  cattle  were  sent  down 
from  England  to  Scotknd,  besides  shoals  of 
them  daily  coming  in  from  beyond  sea. 
This  was  not  the  chase  the  government 
was  set  upon,  but  a  standing  army  must  be 
maintained,  and  new  levies  made,  and  the 
country  depopulate,  to  destroy  the  most 
zealous  enemies  of  popery  in  the  nation, 
while  the  favourers  and  abettors  of  it  were 
overlooked.    Though  by  this  proclamation. 


•  Proclatnatiorif  offering  a  reward /or  ajmrt" 
hendmg  Mr  John  Welsh  traitor,  and  others,  Feb- 
ruary  6lA,  1679. 

Cbarlea,  by  the  fscwot  of  God,  kini^  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
fiUth;  toourloYita, 

macers  of  our  council,  menengert  at  arms,  our 
■hcfilfa  in  that  part,  conjunctly  and  aeverally, 
specially  constitute,  |p*eeting.  Forasmuch  as, 
by  sentence  of  our  justice  court,  Mr  John  Welsh, 
lir  Gabriel  Semple,  and  Mr  Samuel  Amot  are 
declared  traitors,  for  being  in  open  rebellion 
against  us,  in  the  year  1666.  And  they  having, 
for  divers  years  past,  made  it  their  work  to  per- 
vert and  abuse  our  people  from  their  duty  and 
allegiance,  at  their  field  meetings,  these  rende- 
▼ouzes  of  rebellion ;  and  by  their  example  and 
impunity,  several  others  intercommuned  and 
Tagrmnt  preachers  having  also  followed  that  same 
method  and  way,  wherebv  our  people,  by  not 
frequenting  the  public  ordinances,  and  being  ex- 
posed to  hear  Jesuits  or  any  other  irregular  per- 
sons, who  dare  take  upon  them  the  sacred  office 
of  the  ministry,  are  oebauched  to  atheism  and 
popery.  We  therefore,  with  advice  of  our  privy 
eouncil,  have  thought  fit,  for  the  encouragement 
of  our  good  subjects,  in  apprehending  and  dis- 
covering these  persons,  hereby  to  declare  and 
give  assurance  to  any  person  or  persons,  who 
shall  apprehend  and  secure  Mr  Jono  Welsh  (or 
so  discover  him,  as  he  mav  be  apprehended)  shall 
have  instantly  paid  to  him  or  them,  upon  de- 
livery of  his  person,  to  any  of  our  privy  council, 
or  eommitment  of  him  to  prison,  nine  thousand 
merks  Scots  money,  out  of  the  first  and  readi- 
est of  our  cash,  as  a  reward;  mnd  to  any  penon 
who  abaU  apyrehatd  aad  aecure  the  said  Mr  \ 


Gabriel  Semple,  and  Mr  Samuel  Arnot,  also 
declared  traiturn,  or  so  discover  them,  as  they 
may  be  apprehended,  three  thousand  merks  for 
each  of  them;  and  to  any  person  or  persons, 
who  shall  apprehend  and  secure  any  of  these 
field  preachers,  who  are  declared  fugitives,  or 
are  interoommuned,  for  each  of  them,  two  thou- 
sand merks ;  and  for  each  one  of  these  vagrant 
preachers  in  the  fields,  that  shall  be  apprehended, 
the  sum  of  nine  hundred  merks.  And  which 
rewards,  we  declare  shall  be  instantly  paid  to 
the  person  or  persons,  who  shall  perform  the 
said  service,  without  any  manner  of  delay  or 
defalcation.  And  further  we  declare,  that  if  in 
pursuit  of  the  said  persons,  they  or  any  of  their 
complices  shall  make  resistance,  and  that  there- 
upon they  or  any  of  them  shall  be  hurt,  muti- 
late, or  slain,  the  said  persons  apprehenders  of 
them  or  any  assisting  them,  shall  never  be  called 
in  question  for  the  same,  criminally  nor  civilly 
in  all  time  coming,  but  shall  be  repute  anil 
esteemed  persons,  who  have  done  us  and  their 
country  good  and  acceptable  service.  Our  will 
is  herefore,  and  we  charge  you  strictly,  and 
command,  that,  incontinent  these  our  letters 
seen,  ye  pass  to  the  mercat-cross  of  Edinburgh, 
and  other  places  needful,  and  thereat,  in  our 
name  and  authority,  by  open  proclamntion,  malce 
publication  of  the  premisses,  that  all  our  good 
subjects  may  have  notice  thereof;  and  ordain 
these  presents  to  be  printed.  Given  under  our 
signet  at  Edinburgh,  the  sixth  day  of  February, 
l^r9,  and  of  our  reign  the  one  and  thirtii-th 
year. 

Tho.  Uxy,  C\.  Se«.  CotxAVvX. 

GOD  SAVE  1UE.  T5.1^0- 
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all  who  were  wicked  enough,  were 


set  to  hunt  for  these  good  men^'in 
order  to  get  the  price  of  blood,  not  only  of 
those,  but  of  the  souls  of  thousands,  who 
were  fed  by  them ;  yet  none  that  I  hear  of 
were  tempted  by  so  great  offers. 

To  execute  this  and  other  such  laws,  the 
new  leyied  forces  are  ordered  west,  and 
part  to  Glasgow,  there  to  lie,  and  prerent 
preaching  the  gospel  in  priyate  houses,  and 
the  fields  thereabout  -This  was  at  the 
particular  desire  of  the  prelates  and  clergy, 
that  city  being  an  eye-sore  to  them,  many 
presbyterian  ministers  getting  shelter  there. 
Accordingly  upon  the  13th  of  February  the 
council  agree  upon  the  disposition  of  the 
forces,  and  form  an  act  thereupon,  which  I 
have  added  below.*  No  remarks  need  to 
be  made  on  it,  they  are  all  so  ordered  as 
they  may  be  most  useful  for  bearing  down 
the  preaching  of  the  gospeL  It  is  of  more 
use  to  take  notice  of  some  new  powers 
granted  them  upon  the  proposal  of  the 
conunittee  for  public  afiairs.  I  give  them 
as  they  stand  in  the  registers.  February 
13th,  the  council  approve  the  underwritten 
report  from  the  committee  for  public  affairs. 

**  Whereas  by  the  late  act  of  council 
January  28th,  warrant  is  given  to  officers 
and  soldiers  to  dissipate  conventicles,  and 
seize  preachers  and  other  persons  thereat 
And  seeing  it  may  be  presumed,  where  any 


*  CouncWs  act,  February  l&A,  1679,  abaut 

theforcet. 
The  lords  of  his  mii^esty's  privy  council  do 
crdain  his  migesty's  standing  forces,  horse,  foot, 
and  dragoons,  to  he  distributed  and  quartered  in 
manner  following,  viz.  three  companies  of  foot 
in  Canongate  and  Leith,  one  company  at  Calder, 
one  company  at  Stirling,  one  company  at  Culross 
and  Clackmannan,  one  company  at  Cupar  and 
Falkland,  four  companies  at  Glasgow,  two  com- 
panies in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  one  company  in  the 
shire  of  Renfrew,  one  company  in  Lanark,  one 
company  in  Galloway,  and  one  company  at 
Kelso,  and  leaves  the  eighteenth  company  to  the 
major  general's  disposiu ;  one  squadron  of  his 
majesty's  troop  of  ruardsat  Edinburgh,  another 
aquade  of  them  at  Stirling,  another  in  Fife,  and 
the  fourth  in  Borrowstonness,  one  troop  at  Glas- 
gow, one  troop  in  Merse  and  Teviotdale,  and 
one  troop  in  GaUoway,  one  company  of  dragoons 
In  Galloway,  one  company  at  Ayr,  twenty-five 
at  Calder,  twenty-five  at  Culross,  and  fifty  at 
Lanark,  and  refers  to  the  major  general,  in 
what  place  in  ilk  shire,  he  shall  appoint  their 
respective  quarters.  It  is  always  hereby  ordered, 
thrni  tboae  mentioned  for  Calder  and  Borrow- 
9toanma  gbmll  oreraee  all  the  bounds  betwixt 


nffmber  of  persons  are  found  together  in 
the  fields,  near  to  the  place,  before  or  after 
conventicles  have  been  kept,  that  they  have 
been  going  to  or  coming  from  conventicles, 
that  order  be  given  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers, for  seiadng  and  securing  such  persons 
going  to  or  coming  from  conventicles,  upon 
the  day  of  the  keeping  thereof,  until  they 
give  bond,  or  enact  themselves  under  parti- 
cular penalties,  according  to  the  quality  of 
the  persons,  that  they  shall  live  orderly, 
keep  their  own  parish  kirks,  and  not  go  to 
conventicles  thereafter,  or  appear  before  the 
council  at  a  certain  day,  and  that  those 
bonds  be  sent  forthwith  to  the  clerks  of 
council."  And  to  give  all  relative  to  the 
army  in  this  place;  February  25th,  the 
army  being  now  to  march,  the  council  order 
them  to  be  furnished  with  ammunition: 
and  next  day  they  appoint  that  magistrates 
in  buighs,  and  heritors  in  landward  parishes 
furnish  seven  baggage  horse  to  each  com- 
pany of  foot,  and  that  for  one  day*s  journey, 
or  a  little  further,  if  necessity  require,  as 
the  parties  shall  demand. 

I  shall  not  enter  into  any  large  accounts 
of  the  trouble  the  army  at  this  time  brought 
to  the  west  and  south.  It  was  in  the  be- 
ginning of  March  that  they  came  to  the 
particular  places  assigned  them.  My  lord 
Ross,  and  others  who  commanded  them, 
made  a  very  strict  search  there  for  inter- 


Cramond  bridge  and  Stirling  bridge ;  that  these 
at  Culross  and  Stirling  oversee  betwixt  Stirling 
bridge,  Kinross  and  Burntisland ;  that  these 
appomted  for  Fife  oversee  what  lies  betwixt 
Kinross  and  Fil'eness;  that  these  in  Glasgow, 
Lanark,  and  Renfrew,  oversee  Clydesdale  and 
Renfrew;  these  in  Ayr  that  sheriffdom,  and 
these  in  Galloway  the  sheriffdom  of  Wigton. 
and  stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  and  jurisdic- 
tions within  the  bounds  of  the  said  shires,  to  the 
effect  they  may  assist  the  execution  of  the  laws 
in  all  these  respective  bounds,  or  any  other  shires 
of  the  kingdom,  according  to  the  orders  that 
shall  be  given  them  by  the  major  general.  And 
further,  the  council  do  ordain  the  commissioners 
nominate  in  the  several  shires,  to  take  care,  that 
the  troops  and  companies  of  dragoons  be  fur- 
nished and  provided  with  hav  and  straw  by  the 
towns  and  villages  where  they  are  quartered; 
and  in  case  they  cannot  be  conveniently  provided 
by  these  towns  and  villages,  that  the  commis- 
sumers  cause  the  hay  and  straw  to  be  furnished 
and  carried  to  them  by  the  inhabitants  in  4he 
country,  not  exceeding  six  miles  from  their 
quarters,  at  the  prices  luready  appointed  by  the 
council,  in  respect  those  prices  were  appointed 
at  ftnt,  with  ao  fr«at  coi\«\dcc«x\oii  \ot>t«c»xrtw|,T^ 
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oommimed  ministora,  field  preachers,  and 
all  others  obnozioiis  to  the  standing  laws. 
These  searches  were  very  troublesome 
to  the  lieges,  and  many  disorders  and 
cruelties  were  committed  at  them,  some  of 
which  may  be  obserred  in  the  progress  of  this 
book.  At  this  time  a  good  number  very 
narrowly  escaped,  and  were  put  to  no  small 
hardships  and  difl&culties  in  their  wander- 
ings and  hidings.  At  this  search  two  were 
only  taken,  a  worthy,  old,  and  rery  infirm 
minister,  Mr  Archibald  Madean,  who  by 
reason  of  his  age  and  weakness,  could  not 
step  out  of  their  way;  and  Mr  William 
Kyle,  since  the  revolution  a  minister  in 
Galloway,  and  at  this  time  a  preacher.  Yea 
such  was  their  yigilanoe  and  concern  in 
this  work,  that  in  a  very  few  days  the 
search  was  repeated,  they  hoping  some 
would  Tenture  out  of  their  lurking  pLu^es, 
not  looking  for  so  sudden  a  return  of  the 
triaL 

The  reverend  Mr  John  Law,  of  whom  in 
the  former  book,  was  catched  at  this  second 
search,  in  a  house  of  the  laird  of  KJncaid, 
and  the  cruelty  of  his  persecutors  to  him 
deserres  particular  notice.  His  wife  was 
extremely  ill,  and  given  over  by  physicians, 
and  it  was  this  brought  Mr  Law  to  the 
place.  He  offered  all  bonds  and  security 
they  could  desire,  and  to  render  himself 
their  prisoner  whenever  they  should  ap- 
point, or  b^ged  a  guard  might  be  sent  with 
him  to  the  house :  but  by  no  means  could 
he  prevail  to  see  his  dying  wife ;  and  he 
was  straight  and  most  unmercifully  sent  to 
Edinburgh,  and  from  thence  to  Uie  Bass. 
Upon  his  road  east,  he  was  not  only  guarded 
by  the  way,  but  soldiers  were  constantly 
kept  in  the  room  with  him,  never  once 


allowing  him  to  be  alone,  to  commend 
himself  and  his  dying  wife  to  the  Lord. 

Much  about  the  same  time  there  was  a 
most  violent  search  at  Edinburgh,  where 
the  reverend  Mr  George  Barclay,  whom  we 
shall  afterwards  meet  with,  who  since  the 
revolution  hath  been  for  twenty-three  or 
twenty-lour  years  an  useful  and  successful 
minister  at  Upball,  was  taken.  His  excel- 
lent character  is  so  well  known  in  this 
church,  that  I  enter  not  upon  it.  When 
taken  he  was  put  into  the  guanUhouse  at 
Edinburgh;  there  by  his  agility  he  escaped 
out  at  a  window  into  the  street,  and  got  off. 
Afterwards  he  endured  a  long  trial  of  vari- 
ous afflictions,  and  wanderings,  sometimes 
in  foreign  countries,  and  sometimes  in  the 
north  of  England,  and  for  some  years  in 
ScoUand,  wherein  he  met  with  many 
remarkable  preservations  and  singular  pro- 
vidences, as  I  have  sometimes  with  pleasure 
heard  himself  relate.  Much  about  this 
same  time  in  Leith  were  apprehended  Mr 
Robert  Ross,  Mr  James  Macaulay,  preachers, 
and  another  who  was  with  them,  on  his 
hiding  for  nonconformity.  By  the  registers 
I  find  the  council,  April  4th,  approve  the 
committee  for  public  aflbirs  their  report: 
that  Mr  John  Law,  Mr  Robert  Ross,  and 
Mr  James  Macaulay  be  sent  to  the  Bass ; 
and  the  rest  of  the  prisoners  continue  in 
the  tolbooth  of  Edinbuigh  till  further  order. 
I  shall  only  acquaint  the  reader  further* 
that  in  prosecution  of  the  overtures  above 
insert,  and  just  before  the  march  of  the 
army,  upon  the  27th  of  February  the 
council  condescend  upon  the  following  list  of 
commissioners  to  execute  the  laws  against 
nonconformists  in  the  several  places  under- 
written, in  the  terms  of  the  first  overture. 


liU  qf  the  commitsionert  apixnnted  by  the  council  in  AuguU  1677,  vith  the  names  of  tfic 

commimonen  now  added. 


•RIRBt. 

COMXIWIONBU   POIMBIILT. 

COMMieeiONBRB  Ani>RD. 

Edlobargh 

Lord  Treasurer  Depute 

Haddiogton 

cEarl  IVinton 
cLord  Belharen 

Waoriiup  of  Stoteneleugh. 

Millar  of  Goorlaybauk. 

Unlitligow 

Earl  Liollthiiow 

FiBrth 

Bfarqoia  Athole 

M arqnlt  Mootroee. 

Berwick 

EarlHiune 

Roxbargb 

Earl  Roxborgh. 

Sdkirk 

Philiphaoffh  and  Hajniog 

Sir  John  Scot  of  Ancrun. 

Rmfratr    and 
gydndaU 

N«thennrd 

"} 

Lord  Rom 

Vpptrmutl  ofajrimdah 

Eurl  Wigtott 

HamWton  of  Ra>v^«^^ 

///. 


c 


18 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


[BOOK  Hi. 


] 


1A70    I'^^*'"^  '^'^  stewtftrj-j 

WIgton  and  ttowBrtry  of   Kirk- 

eodbrlfbt 
Ajruid  Dumbarton 
Argyle 


Fife  tnd  Kinroas 


P«eblm 

Sdriiof  tnd  CtadcBuuinan 

Aberdeen  nod  Bamff 

Klncudine 

E3gin,  Nairn  and  Inveniem 

Cromarty 

Forfar 


ooMMunoirnu  roaMBBLT. 
9r  Robert  Dalxlel  of  Glenall 

Richard  Murray  of  Broughton 

Earl  Okncalm 
Earl  Argyle 

Earl  Strathmore,  except  the  pres- 
bytery   of    DtmferroHne,    and 
parishes  of  Culrosn,  TuUiallan, 
Muclcart,  Logie,  Arogaak,  Sal. 
ine,  and  Foesiray,  entrusted  to 
Clackmannan 
Sbr  William  Murray  of  Stanhope 
Earl  Mar,  lord  Elphlnston 
r  Earls  of  Enrol,  MarisbaU,   Kin- 
<     tore,  and  lairds    Auchmedden 
C     and  Boyne 
Earl  MarishaU 
Earl  Murray 


comiMaioiiBBa  addcbl 


Laird  of  EarlshalL 


JamM  Nasmytii  younger  of  Poaso. 
Lord  Callender,  laird  of  ClackmannaiL 


Lord  Dufftis. 
Laird  of  Cromarty. 


Earl  of  Airly 


To  these  commissioners  they  send  the 
anderwritten  letter,  and  additional  instruc- 
tions, which  deserre  a  room  here  also. 

Letter  tmd  additional  instructions  to  the 
several  commissioners, 

'  Right  honourable, 

'  His  majesty's  privy  council  considering 
the  great  scandal  giren  to  the  true  protes- 
tant  religion,  and  the  occasions  given  for 
inlet  and  increase  of  popery,  impiety,  schism, 
profaneness  and  sedition,  by  the  unchristian 
and  factious  carriage  of  sundry  persons, 
who  not  only  withdraw  from  the  worship 
of  God  in  their  own  parish  kirks,  but  are 
guilty  of  keeping  seditious  meetings,  and 
other  disorders  of  that  nature ;  they  for  re- 
medy thereof,  did  grant  commission  to  you, 
or  such  as  you  should  appoint,  to  take  un- 
der your  particuhir  care  and  charge  the  ex- 
ecuting of  the  laws  made  against  these  dis- 
orders within  and  did  give  you  par- 
ticular commission  and  instructions  for  that 
effect,  bearing  date  the  7th  day  of  August, 
1677.  And  whereas  these  disorders  do  yet 
increase,  and  the  council,  being  very  confi- 
dent that  there  cannot  be  a  more  ready  way 
to  reduce  them,  than  by  the  due  and  vigo- 
rous execution  of  the  laws,  which  have  been 
so  particularly  entrusted  to  you  by  your 
oonunission  and  instructions,  hath  thought 
fit  to  revive  and  renew  these  commissions 
Aod  instructions  to  you,  and  hereby  to  join 
—  with  jrou  in  the  said  commission,  and 


to  desire  and  require  you  and  him  to  follow 
forth  the  same  with  all  faithfulness  and  di- 
ligence ;  as  also  some  additional  instructions 
to  these  formerly  given,  herewith  sent: 
and  that  there  may  be  no  delay  in  that  ser- 
vice, either  through  negligence  or  conni- 
vance of  the  sheriff-deputes,  the  council  has 
thought  fit,  by  his  majesty's  special  warrant 
to  recommend  to  the  sheriff-principal  of 

or  of  to  nominate 

to  be  his  depute  in  the  said  for  pro- 

nouncing of  sentences,  and  putting  of  the 
laws  in  execution  against  these  delinquents 
(to  whom  we  are  to  send  particular  instruc- 
tions) and  in  the  meantime,  imtil  the  said 
deputations  be  got,  we  have  commissionate 
him  to  act  in  that  affair  as  a  justice  of 
peace,  with  whom  we  desire  you  to  keep 
correspondence,  as  also  with  the  command- 
ing officers  of  such  forces  as  are  quartered 
near  to  you,  who  have  also  particular  orders 
to  give  you  their  concurrence  either  for  ap- 
prehending delinquents,  or  poynding  of 
goods  upon  the  said  sentences :  this  being 
an  affair  wherein  his  majesty's  service  is  in 
a  special  manner  concerned  in  this  juncture, 
we  expect  that  you  will  use  more  than  or- 
dinary diligence  in  the  prosecution  of  what 
is  coDunitted  to  you,  and  to  have  frequent 
accounts  of  what  passes.  Signed  in  name 
and  by  warrant  of  his  majesty's  privy  coun- 
cil, by 

'  Your  most  humble  servant, 

'  Rothes  Cancel.  I.  P.  D.' 
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Additional  tnttmetions  to  the  commissioners, 
anent  conventidesy  Sfc. 

*  Since,  by  the  5th  act,  2d  session,  parlia- 
ment 2d,  the  fines  of  all  men  and  women, 
who  are  not  heritors,  are  disponed  to  the 
sheriffs,  stewards,  bailies  of  regality,  and 
their  deputes,  so  that  no  part  thereof  can 
be  applied  to  the  commissioners,  and  those 
deputed  by  them ;  therefore  you  are  to  ap- 
ply the  one  half  of  the  fines  of  all  landed 
men,  and  women,  and  their  children,  not 
forisfamiliate,  who  live  within  the  bounds 
of  your  commission,  to  your  own  use,  and 
such  as  you  shall  employ. 

'  It  is  declared,  that  such  persons  as  have 
taken  the  bond  to  live  orderly,  and  have 
since  recanted  the  same,  or  have  kept  field- 
conventicles  sensyne,  or  baptized  their 
children  disorderly,  shall  have  no  benefit  by 
their  taking  the  bond,  but  may  be  proceed- 
ed against  for  their  delinquencies  since  the 


1679. 


act  of  indemnity  in  March  1674^ 
cording  to  law. 

'  Albeit  there  be  particular  bonds  appoint- 
ed for  each  commissioner  and  sheriff-depute, 
for  dissipating  of  conventicles,  and  appre- 
hending of  conventiclers  at  these  meetings, 
or  passing  from  them ;  yet  every  commis- 
sioner and  depute  are  authorized  to  pursue, 
dissipate  and  apprehend  them  in  any  neigh- 
bouring place  or  jurisdiction,  and  to  judge 
them  before  the  sheriff-depute  or  justice  of 
peace  of  that  jurisdiction,  or  before  the 
council,  as  the  said  commissioner  or  depute 
who  apprehends  them,  shall  think  fit' 

Further,  every  way  to  secure  this  mat> 
ter,  the  council  nominate  deputes  in  the 
different  shires,  and  require  a  deputation 
from  the  sheriff-principals,  according  to  the 
subsequent  list,  to  the  persons  here  nomi- 
nate, which  I  shall  likewise  add,  with  the 
council's  letter,  and  the  form  of  deputap 
tion. 


Liit  ojihe  Sheriff i  and  other  deputes  nominate. 


tfllRBS  41ID  lUftlSDICTtOm  WITBIH  TBI 
t4MI. 


EAoburi^ 
Haddinfftoa 
Linlithgow  ua  Um  regalltiM  of 
Kinoicl.  KirkUcton,  and 
Torphichen 

Fnth  and  regality  of  Atholo 
Reofirew 

Upperirard  of  Clyd«tdde 
Hgth«i  ward  of  Oyd— lale  and 
regality  of  Glaagonr 


} 


SBBAirPS,  &c. 

Lord  Treasarer^epute  sheriff 

D.  Lauderdale  sh. 

Laird  of  Hopetoo  nh.  I 
and  lord  of  regality  j 

Marquis  of  Atliole 

E.  E^llnton 

D.  Hamilton  sh. 
O.  Hamilton  A.  andl 
lord  of  regality       j 


DSPirrBfi. 

Mr  Thomas  SIceoe. 
Haliburton  of  E^iscalmy. 

James  Dnndas  of  Hannor. 

Sir  Pat  Threpland  of  Flngaslc. 

Seropill  of  Beltreo«>.* 

Mr  William  Cochran  of  Rochsoles. 

Mr  William  Nimmo. 


•  Francis  SempiU  of  Beltrees  was  the  deaccn- 
danC  of  John,  aon  of  lord  SempUl,  and  Mary, 
daughter  of  lord  Livingaton,  noticed  by  Knox  m 
hia  «Historie*'  as  **Jobn,  the  dancer;**  and 
<*  Marie,  the  lustre,**  (beautifnl)  at  Queen  Ma- 
ry^ ooort.  llieir  aon  8ir  Jamea  SempiU  of  Bel- 
trees  was  a  aingular  fayourite  of  king  Jamea  VI. 
who  sent  himnia  amhasaassor  to  qaeen  Eliza- 
beth's court,  and  the  steady  and  tried  friend  of 
Andrew  Melville.  See  M<Crie*s  Life  of  MeU 
ville,  vol.  11.  p.  SS9l  Of  bim  says  Melrflle,  in  a 
letter  to  his  nephew :  **  The  court  does  not  con- 
tain a  more  reliffioos  man ;  one  who  unites 
greater  modesty  with  greater  genius,  and  a  more 
matured  Judgment  with  more  splendid  accom- 
plishments, ib.  p.  411.  He  was  the  author 
of  a  work  against  Selden,  entitled  *'  Sacrilege 
■acredly  handled,*'  and  of  another  work  entitled 
**  Cassandra  Scoticana,  to  Cassander  Anglica- 
noa;**  and  likewise  an  answer  to  Tilenus, 
named—"  Seot\  rmtrvx*^**  Paraneais'contra  Da- 
nielis  Tileni  Sllesil  Panenesin."  He  alao  wrote, 
in  part  at  leai^   a  mtirimi  poem  agMintt  the 


church  of  Rome,  called  *<  The  Packman's  Pater 
Noster.*'  Sir  James  married  Egidia,  daughter 
of  Elphlnston  of  Blythswood,  by  whom  he  had 
a  son,  Robert,  whose  fame  is  founded  on  an  ad- 
mired poem,  entitled  «  The  Epitaph  of  Hahble 
Simpson,  the  Piper  of  Kilbarchan.**  Robert** 
son  was  this  Francis  Sempill  of  Beltrees  (notic- 
ed in  the  above  list)  a  poet  of  humorous  talent. 
He  wrote  "  The  Banishment  of  Poverty;**  **  She 
rase  and  lute  me  in  ;'*  «  The  Blythsum  Bridal;*' 
«•  Maggie  Lauder ;"  and  "  Hallow  Fair."  He 
was  an  adherent  to  the  Stewart  family,  and  he 
produced  some  panegvrica  on  James  Vll.  while 
duke  of  York  and  Albany,  and  some  satires  on 
the  Whigs  as  they  were  now  currently  called. 
The  family  of  Beltrees,  distinguished  for  poeti- 
cal wit  and  humour,  have  been  lost  to  ikme  in 
some  measure  by  the  want  of  a  biographer.  See 
Wood's  Peerage,  art.  Sempill,  Crawford's  Ren- 
frewsliire  jxasim,  and  the  interesting  introdao- 
tion  to  a  small  miscellany  called  "  the  Renfrevh' 
shire  Harp,"   pnhWaYieA   at  ^«\A«^   Va  *V^Yi. 
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miBM  AMDiUBMDICnOKS  WITBIM  TUB 
BAMB. 

IHunftiM  and  •tewartry  of    E.  Qoeeuberry  tli. 


•HBBirra,  ftc. 


1679. 
WigtoD 


Annandale 


Stawaitry  of  Kirkcodbrigtit 

Ayr  and  stewartry  of  Kyle 

Bailief7  of  Conaingfaam 

Bailiery  of  Carrick 

Dumbarton 

Regality  of  Kilpatriok 

FUe  and  KioroM 

Reg.  of  St  Andrews  and  Crawford 

Stewartry  of  Falkland 

Reg.  Dunfermliue 

Reg.  Pittenweem  easter 


K.  Aunandale  steward 
Sir  Andrew  Agnew  sb. 

E.  Nithsdale  at 

E.  Domfriea  sh.  and  steward 

E.  E^nton  balUe 
E.  Cassils  bailie 
E  Wigton  sh. 


nBFtrrBSL  - 

Lairds  of  Claverhouse  and  EarlshatL 
Claverhouae  and  EarlshalL 

{Laird  of  Lag,  Claverhooae  and  EarU 
shalL 
{Captain  John  Fatersou. 
ClavM'lioiue  and  EarlshalL 
'Mr  James  Cunningham  lata  aheriff4e. 

pnte. 
Mr  John  Montgomery  of  Death. 
Blair  of  Blairston. 


{' 


} 


Hamilton  of  Orbiston  bailie 

V  Earl  of  Rothes  sh.  and  lord  of  Reg. 

Marquis  of  Atbole  st. 
E  Tweeddale 


Mi^or  George  Grant 


William  Carmichael  of  Thurston. 


Letter  to  the  sheriffs,  §*c.  for  nominoHng 
{Old  deputing  the  foresaid  persons  in  the 
respective  jurisdictions  abovewritten. 

*  My  Lord, 

'His  majesty,  for  securing  the  publio 
peace  of  the  kingdom  against  all  schismatic 
and  seditious  distempers,  amongst  other  di- 
rections, hath  thought  fit,  by  a  particular 
and  express  warrant,  dated  at  Whitehall  the 
18th  of  January  last,  to  impower  his  coun- 
cil to  nominate  such  persons  to  he  sheriffs, 
bailie-deputes,  in  such  bounds  as  the  council 
should  find  necessary,  who  are  upon  their 
recommendation  to  receive  deputation  from 
the  sheriffs-principal,  and  bailies,  to  put  the 
laws  in  execution,  only  against  withdrawers 
from  the  public  ordinances,  keepers  of  con- 
Tenticles,and  such  as  are  guilty  of  disorderly 
baptisms  and  marriages,  resetting  and  com- 
muning with  frigitiye  and  interoommuned 
persons,  and  vagrant  preachers :  which  de- 
putation his  majesty  desires  may  be  required 
fixmi  you,  to  shew  how  unwilHng  he  is  to 
derogate  from  your  rights.  And  his  ma- 
jesty's privy  council  finding  it  necessary  for 
the  king's  service,  that  be  by  you 

named  depute  in  the  sheriffdom  of 
for  putting  in  execution  the  laws  and  acts 
of  parliament  foresaid,  they  desire  your 
lordship  to  sign  the  inclosed  deputation,  and 
to  return  the  same  to  the  council  betwixt 
and  the  second  day  of  April  next,  which  is 
to  be  without  prejudice  to  any  other  of 
your  sheriff-deputes,  to  judge  jointly  with 
the  said  deputes,  or  separately.  This  being 
an  affair  wherein  his  maj^ty's  service  is 
specmJJjr  concerned,  we  doubt  not  of  your 


compliance  with  this  our  desire.  Signed  in 
name,  and  by  warrant  of  his  majesty's  privy 
council,  by  your  lordship's  most  humble 
servant, 

«  Rothes  Cancel  L  P.  D.' 

The  tenor  of  the  deputation. 

'We  sheriff  principal  of  the  sheriff- 

dom of  conform  to  a  recommendation 

of  his  majesty's  privy  council  signified  to 
us  by  their  letter  of  the  date  the  eleventh 
day  of  March  1679,  founded  upon  an  express 
warrant  from  the  king's  majesty,  dated  at 
Whitehall  the  eighteenth  day  of  January 
last,  do  hereby  make  and  constitute 
to  be  our  sheriff-depute  within  the  said 
sheriffdom,  to  the  effect  underwritten  only, 
with  frdl  power  and  commission  to  him  to 
affix  and  hold  sheriff-courts  at  the  ordinary 
places  accustomed,  issue  forth  precepts  for 
summoning  persons  within  the  said  shire, 
guilty,  or  that  shall  be  guilty  of  contraven- 
ing the  laws  made  against  separation,  and 
withdrawing  from  pubUc  ordinances,  keep- 
ers, or  being  present  at  conventicles,  persona 
guilty  of  disorderly  baptisms  and  marriages, 
resetting  and  communing  with  fugitive  and 
interoonununed  persons,  and  vagrant  preach- 
ers, and  to  pronounce  sentence  against  the 
persons  guilty,  conform  to  the  laws  and 
practick  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  direct  pre- 
cepts and  other  executorials  for  putting  the 
same  to  due  execution,  and  generally  all 
and  sundry  other  things  necessar  in  the 
premisses  to  do,  use,  and  exerce,  as  fully  and 
freely  as  any  other  sheriff-depute  has  done 
or  may  do,  promitten.  de  Tato,^c.^T^V\^w^ 
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that  thir  presents  is  to  be  without  preju- 
dice to  any  other  of  my  deputes  ahready 
named,  to  judg^e  jointly  or  separately  with 
the  said  sheriff-depute ;  and  that  the  grant- 
ing hereof  shall  no  ways  derogate  to  our 
right  of  jurisdiction  as  principal  sheriff,  as 
accords  of  the  law ;  and  that  this  commis- 
sion continue  during  the  pleasure  of  his 
majesty's  priyy  coundL  In  witness  where- 
of these  presents  are  subscribed  with  our 
hand  at,  &c/ 

How  fiir  this  was  an  encroachment  upon 
the  legal  establishment  of  so  important  an 
office  as  sheriffs  are,  I  must  leave  to  others 
to  determine :  it  is  a  question  of  law;  but 
one  would  think  at  this  rate  the  council 
might  take  any  other  branch  of  their  power, 
and  place  it  in  the  hands  of  deputes  of  their 
own  nomination.  But  aotbing  now  is  stuck 
at,  which  was  thought  for  the  enlarging 
the  prelates'  power,  and  the  oppressing  of 
presbyterians. 

Jointly  with  this  commission  or  deputar 
tion,  each  of  those  persons  were  clothed 
with  the  power  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  in 
the  respective  shires,  and  have  lai^^  and 
severe  instructions  given  them  for  carrying 
on  the  severities  against  presbyterians,  as 
follows. 

hutmctiom  given  by  his  majtstjfs  privy 
council  to  sheriffs  and  other  deputesy  to 
act  as  Justices  of  peace  in  their  respective 
bounds^  until  they  receive  their  deputations, 

'  I.  As  you  are  by  your  commission  (which 
is  to  be  sent  to  you)  appointed  sheriff-depute 
of  the  shire  of  you  are  hereby  im- 

powered  as  one  of  his  majesty's  justices  of 
peace  within  the  bounds  of  die  said  shire, 
with  power  to  you  to  call  the  remnant 
justices  of  peace  to  the  quarter-sessions, 
according  to  the  act  of  parliament;  and 
such  as  you  shall  convene,  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  appoint  constables  in  each 
division,  as  you  shall  think  fit;  and  upon 
any  emergent,  where  more  than  one  justice 
is  necessar,  you  shall  call  any  other  of  the 
next  adjacent  justices  to  your  assistance ; 
and  in  case  of  their  refusal,  you  shall 
inform  one  of  the  derka  of  Ids  majegty^a 
priry  eoandL 


*  2.  You  are  to  use  diligent  endea- 
vour to  inform  yourself  of  any  intend- 
ed conventicle,  on  whatsoever  account,  which 
is  prohibited  by  the  laws,  and  you  are  to  call 
to  your  assistance  these  forces  adjacent  to  you 
in  the  country,  and  therewith  not  only  to 
dissipate  the  said  meetings,  but  to  appre- 
hend such  persons,  and  to  imprison  such  as 
shall  be  found  thereat,  or  returning  from 
any  such  meeting,  and  to  seize  all  such 
horses  and  arms  as  you  shall  find  thereat ; 
and  if  need  be,  you  shall  give  information 
to  any  conunander  of  his  majesty's  forces 
who  is  most  adjacent,  of  any  such  convoca- 
tions, and  either  require  their  concurrence 
with  you,  or  require  them  to  proceed  against 
these  conventicles,  as  they  will  be  answer^ 
able. 

*  3.  You  are  to  endeavour  to  apprehend 
all  vagrant  ministers,  or  who  preach  with- 
out allowance  of  their  ordinaries,  all  inter- 
communed  persons  contained  in  the  list 
herewith  sent  to  you,  or  hereafter  to  be 
sent  to  you  by  order  of  his  majesty's  privy 
council ;  as  also,  all  persons  decUured  fugi- 
tive by  the  council  or  criminal  court,  as 
lists  are,  or  shall  be  sent  from  these  courts 
to  you ;  and,  on  apprehending  of  the  said 
persons,  to  secure  them  in  secure  prisons 
within  burghs,  and  to  acquaint  one  of  the 
clerks  of  his  majesty's  privy  council  there- 
with ;  and  in  the  meanwhile  to  require  the 
magistrates  of  the  bnighs  to  whom  they 
are  delivered,  to  secure  them,  as  they  will 
be  answerable.  And  for  enabling  you  to 
perform  the  said  services,  you  are  to  call 
for  assbtance  from  any  of  his  majesty's 
forces  next  adjacent  to  you,  who  have 
orders  to  concur  with  you,  when,  and  as 
you  require  them,  in  execution  of  their 
employments. 

'  4.  You  are  likewise  to  apprehend  and 
imprison  all  such  persons  as  at  any  time 
shall  be  ordered  by  one  or  more  of  his  ma- 
jesty's privy  counsellors  by  writ  under  their 
hands,  till  they  find  caution  to  answer  as 
law  wilL 

*  5.  You  are  to  cite  before  you  any  per- 
son or  persons,  men  or  women,  who  shall 
be  at  field  conventicles,  or  who  are  guilty 
of  illegal  marriages  or  ba^\asisA  mV^ASi  ^^>os 
jurisdiction,  albeit  petVia^  ^^  meft>a»%'«*^ 
without  it;  and  aibeVt  iii*  wMl  ipwwii-w^ 
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no  oonstant  rendenter  within  your  ju- 
*  risdietiony  but  a  remainer  there  for 
forty  days,  and  that  by  offioers  appointed  by 
you  for  that  service :  if  they  be  dted  and  per- 
sonally apprehended,  whether  they  compear 
or  not,  you  are  to  proceed  according  to  the 
2d  act,  3rd  session,  parliament  2d,  Charles 
IL  and  5th  act,  2d  session,  2d  pariia- 
ment,  Charles  IL  As  also,  according  to 
the  printed  prodamations  of  council,  and 
punctually  to  obserye  and  apply  the  said 
laws  to  each  several  person,  of  what  quality 
soever  or  sex,  toties  quoties,  as  they  shall 
be  found  guilty  from  the  25th  of  March 
1674,  and  to  imprison  them  till  they  pay, 
or  find  sufficient  surety  for  payment  of  the 
said  sums,  the  women  always  to  be  fined 
according  to  their  husbands'  quality. 

'  6.  And  if  they  be  cited  personaUy  and 
compear  not,  they  are  to  be  proceeded 
against,  and  unlawed  in  fifty  lib.  Scots, 
toties  qiioties,  as  frequently  as  you  can. 

*  7.  If  they  be  cited  at  their  dwelling 
houses,  and  not  personally  apprehended, 
you  shall  likewise  cause  their  officers  cite 
them  at  their  parish  church  immediately 
after  sermon,  and  at  the  market  cross  of 
their  head  bui^h ;  and  if  they  compear  not, 
you  shall  fine  and  unlaw  them  in  such  sums 
as  the  sherifis  within  that  shire  are  accus- 
tomed to  unlaw  absents  from  their  courts, 
and  that  toties  gttoties  as  they  shall  be 
absent. 

'  6.  And  notwithstanding  of  their  impri- 
sonment in  the  said  case,  if  they  pay  not,  or 
find  not  surety,  yon  are  to  proceed  to  poind 
their  moveables  in  the  ordinary  way  (for- 
bearing always  labouring  oxen  or  horse 
from  the  last  of  October  to  the  last  of  May 
for  labouring)  and  to  apply  the  same  for 
payment  of  the  said  fines. 

'  9.  So  soon  as  they  either  pay  or  find 
surety,  you  are  to  dismiss  them,  and  so  to 
proceed  toties  quoties, 

*  10.  You  are  warranted  and  desired  to 
apprehend  any  person  who  shall  contemp- 
tuously disobey  the  discipline  and  censures 
of  the  church,  and  imprison  them  till  they 
find  surety  to  obey  the  church  in  that  cen- 
sure ;  and  this  upon  the  desire  of  the  minis- 
ter of  the  parish.     Act  36th,  session  2d, 

/mrJiameDt  2d,  Charles  IL 
'//.  You  are  to  pat  the  hwa  in  execu- 


tion against  such  as  ordinarily  and  wilfully 
withdraw  fix>m  the  ordinary  meetings  of 
divine  worship  in  their  own  parish  churches, 
papists  or  others,  according  to  the  2d  act, 
3rd  session,  Ist  parliament,  Charies  IL 
whether  men  or  women,  and  conform  to 
the  late  proclamation  of  coundL 

'  12.  You  are  to  give  timely  informatioa 
to  one  of  the  derics  of  privy  council  of  such 
as  are  imprisoned  by  you,  either  as  inter- 
communed  persons,  fugitives,  vagrant  minis- 
ters, or  are  apprehended  by  you  by  orders 
from  the  council,  or  any  counsellor,  with 
the  cause  of  their  imprisonment,  and  place 
where  they  are,  and  magistrates'  names  to 
whom,  and  what  time  they  were  delivered. 

'  13.  You  are  in  these  things,  and  what 
further  shall  be  ordered,  to  act  in  concur- 
rence with  the  other  sheriff-deputes  and 
justices  of  peace,  wad  once  to  require  them 
to  concur  with  you;  and  you  are  also  to 
concur  with  them  in  these  things  when 
they  require  you  thereto ;  but  you  are  also 
impowered  to  act  solely  in  any  emei^ent, 
or  in  case  of  their  absence  upon  any  ac- 
count. 

'  14.  If  any  sheriff,  sheriff-depute,  magis- 
trate of  burgh,  bailie,  or  bailie-depute  of 
regality,  stewartry,  or  barony,  or  any  other 
heritor,  or  other  person  whatsoever,  espe- 
cially any  of  his  majesty's  forces,  refuse  to 
concur  with,  or  assist  you  in  prosecution  of 
the  laws  against  these  who  oppose  the  same, 
you  are  to  certify  the  same  to  the  privy 
council. 

'  15.  You  are  to  apply  the  whole  fines  of 
all  the  persons  who  are  not  landed  men,  to 
yourself,  and  the  other  sheriff-deputes,  who 
concur  mutually  with  you  at  each  respective 
sentence  and  proceeding,  and  to  their  mem- 
bers of  court,  and  collectors ;  and  the  fines 
of  all  landed  men,  and  their  wives  and  chil^ 
dren,  the  one  half  to  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed within  their  jurisdiction,  the  other 
half  to  be  forthcoming  to  tlie  kiug,  which 
the  commissioners  are  ap[)oiutcd  to  uplift 
and  be  countable  for  the  one  half. 

'  16.  If  any  person,  cited  or  pursued  by 
you,  shall  fioe  from  your  jurisdiction  to  any 
other,  you  shall  with  all  conveniency  inform 
the  sheriff,  or  otlier  deputes  of  that  juria- 
diction  to  which  they  flee,  and  desire  them 
to  pursue  tViem,  or  \o  T«\»3rDk^«isk  to  you; 
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and  yea  shall  giro  the  like  ooncnrrenoe  to 
theni,  <m  tiieir  desire. 

*  17.  You  are  to  hold  courts  once  ererj 
ireek  at  least,  and  oftener  as  yon  find  fit 

*  18.  That,  for  such  heritors  as  are  fined, 
jon  cause  arrest  their  mails  and  duties,  and 
pursue  actions  to  make  forthcoming,  and 
see  the  same  reoeire  due  execution. 

'19.  You  are  hereby  empowered  to  ap- 
pwnt  your  own  fiscals,  and  oiMer  members 
of  court  (except  clerks)  to  pursue  keepers 
of  conyentides,  and  others  guilty  of  such 
like  disorders  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
instmctioDs;  and  yon  are  to  employ  the 
ordinary  clerks. 

*  Lastly,  You  are  hereby  empowered  to 
proceed  and  act  as  a  justice  of  peace  within 
the  said  shire,  against  delinquents,  conform 
to  the  preceding  instructions,  until  you  re- 
ceiTe  your  commission  as  sherifi-depute.' 

The  reader  will  easOy  guess  what  sad 
woric  so  many  difierent  persons,  clothed 
with  so  large  powers,  and  an  army  to  sup- 
port them,  would  make  in  these  sbires.  The 
particulars,  being  in  no  register,  are  not 
come  to  my  hands ;  but  we  may  easily  form 
an  idea  of  what  people,  nominated  and 
hounded  out  by  the  prelates,  would  do  in 
these  circumstances :  and  many  of  the  fin- 
ings and  hardships  up  and  down  the  coun- 
try, for  some  years,  were  the  fruits  of  those 
Tarious  commissions ;  though,  after  the  ris- 
ing which  ended  at  Bothwell,  to  which 
such  severities  gave  great  proTocation,  the 
persecution  fell  a  little  into  another  channel 
than  was  at  first  designed. 

But  the  dirisions  among  the  persecuted 
party  themseWes  last  year,  and  the  entry  of 
this,  were  heavier  to  good*  people's  spirits 
than  all  that  the  soldiers  or  commissioners 
could  do.  The  debates  about  the  cess  were 
overruled  by  force;  that  imposition  was 
crammed  down,  and  the  act  indeed  executed 
itsel£  However,  debates  and  disputes  con- 
tinued, and  papers  were  spread  about  it  I 
have  seen  one  vindicating  the  paying  of  it, 
intituled, '  Queries  anent  the  Cess,'  too  long 
to  be  insert  here,  and  others  against  it  But 
the  division  upon  the  indulgence  ran  yet 
higher :  so  much  was  said  in  the  close  of 
the  last  year  upon  thi%  that  I  shall  add 
Ut^aom    Mhiwtmv  who prmehed  in  the 


fields  had  not  fonnerly  meddled  with  .^^^ 
this  subject ;  but  January  this  year,  * 
some  preachers,  formerly  pointed  at,  began 
warmly  to  preach  up  separation  firom  the 
indulged,  and  in  such  a  broken  time  as  this^ 
no  doubt  such  doctrine  would  take,  when 
people's  spirits  were  rankled  with  so  many 
evils. 

When  this  flame  was  rising,  several  min- 
isters and  probationers  in  and  about  Glas- 
gow, with  a  good  many  of  the  solid  and 
knowing  of  the  old  elderships  in  that  city, 
who  had  been  witnesses  to  the  sad  conse- 
quents of  the  last  rent  in  this  church,  upon 
the  public  resolutions,  had  frequent  meet- 
ings, and  endeavoured  what  in  them  lay  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  growing  division,  but 
were  not  able  to  do  so  much  as  they  wished. 
About  this  same  time,  Mr  John  Welsh,  Mr 
George  Jc^mston,  Mr  Gabriel  Semple,  Mr 
John  Rae,  very  noted  field  preachers,  with 
some  others,  got  a  meeting  with  some  of 
these  young  preachers,  and  gave  it  as  their 
opinion,  and  advised  them  to  go  to  the 
meeting  of  ministers  who  had  licensed  them» 
and  subject  to  their  direction;  without 
which,  and  the  invitation  of  some  body  of 
ministers,  they  gave  it  as  their  mind,  that 
they  ought  not  to  take  upon  them  to  preach 
up  and  down  the  country.*    And  they  ear- 


*  On  the  subject  of  "  indefinite  ordination,** 
as  noticed  in  a  former  part  of  the  History,  a 
▼ery  keen  controversy  was  carried  on  for  many 
years  among  the  presbyterians.  The  papers  by 
ICirkton  and  Batrd,  on  indefinite  ordination, 
were  in  Wodrow's  list  of  MSS. ;  but  in  a  volume 
which,  so  far  as  I  know,  the  advocates  do  not 
possess.  From  a  letter,  if  I  mistake  not,  early 
in  1676,  it  would  appear  that  the  subject  had 
been  under  consideration  as  early  as  167^  when 
several  students  were  licensed.  The  writer 
of  that  letter  urges  the  ministers  in  Holland  to 
give  their  opinion,  and  Brown  wrote  in  favours 
of  indefinite  ordination  in  the  circumstances  of 
the  church  of  Scotland,  employing  twenty  ar- 
guments and  answering  six  objections,  to  the 
extent  of  thirty  or  fortv  quarto  pages.  Of 
this  there  are  several  copies,  one  of  them  with 
the  answer  to  each  paragraph  marked  altemately 
with  B.  and  W.,  Wedderbum  of  Irvine  it  U 
supposed.  In  September,  1676,  Mr  Hugh  Smith, 
minister  of  Eastwood,  wrote  Mr  Brown,  tak- 
ing the  opposite  side.  Brown  replied  to  him  in 
November  following.  Smith  wrote  him  again 
in  October,  1G76,  and  had  a  return  from  Brown 
November  the  same  year.  The  debate  was  con- 
ducted with  affection  and  tem^cx,  W\  ik«&.\b«c 
seemed  to  yield*  There  ar«  slUo  «ome  ^^v^xu Vs 
Mr  Jamea  Stewart,  afterwixd  \ot^  «A^oc».\a,  fsa 
the  same  questlen.    ^\t:h  t\ia  tsoci^w^  ^  "^As 
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oestly  dealt  with  them  to  forbetr 
'  preaching^up  separation  at  such  a  time 
at  this,  wheD  anion  among  presbjterialto  was 
so  necessary.  They  likewise  appointed  two 
of  their  number  to  write  a  letter  to  one  of  the 
indulged  ministers,  to  be  communicated  by 
him  to  the  rest,  intreating,  that,  for  anion's 
sake,  they  would  endeavour  to  concert 
matters  so  among  themselves,  as  to  take 
away,  as  much  as  might  be,  some  of  the 
occasions  of  clamour  against  them :  and  in 
particular,  that  they  would  now  and  then 
eome  out  of  their  charges,  and  preach  the 
gospel  to  desolate  people  who  wanted  it, 
which  they  were  of  opinion  might  be  of 
great  use  at  this  juncture.  All  those  essays 
did  not  stop  the  breaking  off  of  considerable 
numben  from  the  indulged. 

However  those  things  did  not  hinder  the 
endeavours  of  some  places  to  have  presby- 
terian  ministers  settled  among  them  in  a 
private  way;  and  in  January  this  year,  I 
find  upon  a  call  from  the  people  of  East- 
wood, now  vacant  by  the  death  of  that  ex- 
cellent and  successful  minister,  Mr  Hugh 
Smith,  that  Mr  Matthew  Crawford  *  is  en- 
tered upon  his  trials,  in  order  to  ordination, 
and  was  ordained  privately  among  them. 
And  the  reverend  Mr  Neil  Gillies,  after  the 
revolution  minister  of  Glasgow,  and  before 
this  ordained  to  the  family  of  Argyle,  had  a 
call  to  the  town  of  Greenock.f 

There  is  not  much  more  offers  during 
the  beginning  of  this  year  from  the  regis- 
ters. It  seems  difficulties  cast  up  in  the 
transportation  of  such  whom  the  council 
had  banished  to  the  plantations ;  and  there- 
fore, January  16th,  they  write  the  following 
letter  to  Lauderdale.  **  Having,  after  much 
pains  and  many  processes,  sentenced,  ac- 
cording to  express  act  of  parliament,  and 
sent  away  several  disorderly  persons  to  his 
majesty's  plantations  in  a  ship,  which  sailed 


Smith,  the  non-indulfed  seemed  to  incline  to 
the  affirmative,  and  the  indulf  ed  took  the  other 

•  Author  of  the  MS.  History  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland. 

t  Mr  Gillies  was  settled  in  Glasgow  in  1690, 
and  died  in  1701 ;  and  was  succeeded  bv  Mr 
Alexander  Wodrow,  brother  of  the  historian,  a 
young  man  of  great  promise,  who,  in  1702,  was 
appointed  colleague  to  his  father  in  the  theologi- 
emfcbmir,  bat  died  soon  alter,  to  the  regret  of  all 
wrbo  know  bittL^JEd. 


hence  in  December  last,  we  find  the  piw- 
parative  would  contribute  much  to  quiet 
our  seditious  distempers,  if  great  pains  were 
not  taken  to  persmide  people  here,  that 
such  obstructions  will  be  made  as  will  hin- 
der their  transportatioB.  And  therefors^ 
firom  a  just  aeal  to  his  majesty's  service, 
\  and  for  preservation  of  the  government  of 
;  the  church,  as  it  is  at  present  established  by 
law,  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  interpose 
with  your  grace  that  you  would  use  all 
possible  endeavoura  for  securing  their  trans- 
portation effectually  to  the  said  plantations. 
And  particnlariy,  if  your  grace  find  it  ne- 
cessary, you  may  interpose  with  his  miyesty 
for  procuring  one  of  his  frigates  to  carry 
them  thither,  without  which  there  can  be 
very  little  hopes  of  deterring  such  as  will 
not  cease  to  trouble  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom, unless  that  they  see  that  his  majesty 
and  his  judicatories  will  concur  steadily  in 
punishing  these  who  offend."  I  do  not 
find  their  request  was  granted;  but  this 
letter  shows  with  what  vigour  they  pur- 
sued their  sentences. 

Towards  the  end  of  January,  the  coundl 
issue  forth  a  large  prodamation  against  pa- 
pists. The  noise  of  the  popish  plot  lately 
discovered  in  England  was  the  occasion  of 
this  sham  proclamation,  which  did  (as  one 
of  good  intelligence  at  this  time  writes  upon 
the  copy  of  it,  now  in  mine  eye)  help  to 
usher  in  the  trouble  and  bloodshed  which 
follows,  the  real  design  of  it  being  against 
others  who  did  not  join  with  the  established 
church.  ^The  proclamation  is  long,  and 
contains  a  great  many  excellent  clauses 
against  the  papists,  of  which  no  manner  of 
care  was  taken  in  the  execution.  1  shall 
only  give  an  abstract  of  it  "  Charles  R. 
Whereas  we  have  still  made  it  our  chief 
care  to  preserve  religion  in  its  purity,  and 
to  see  almighty  God  (from  whom  alone  we 
derive  our  power)  worshipped ;  and  having 
found  of  late,  that  the  bloody,  as  well  as 
idolatrous  principles  of  the  papists,  have  in- 
cited those  of  that  profession  to  contrive 
plots  against  our  person  and  authority,  al- 
terations in  the  government,  and  the  sub- 
version of  the  protestant  religion,  endea- 
vouring to  enslave  us  and  our  subjects  to 
the  pope  and  the  see  of  Rome ;  and  yet  we, 
being  e^er  uiiwV)i!&n%  U>  \j^i\\i^  «<QL<(^«aT&aK^ 
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be  reclaimed^  or  even  to  turpriie  such  at 
are  irreoUimabley  have  therefore  thought 
6t,  with  adTice  of  our  privy  oounci],  hereby 
to  oommand  all  Jesuits,  priests,  or  trafficking 
papists,  to  depart  the  kingdom  betwixt  and 
the  first  day  of  March  nezt^  with  certificap 
tion  that  they  shall  be  proceeded  against 
criminally,  according  to  act  120,  parliament 
12th,  James  VL  whereby  they,  and  such  as 
reset  them,  are  declared  guilty  of  treason ; 
and  that  the  laws  against  sayers  and  hearws 
of  mass  will  be  execute.  All  papists,  of 
whatsomcTer  quality,  are  required  to  deliyer 
up  their  aims  of  all  kinds,  besouth  the  wa- 
ter of  Esk,  against  the  i^h  of  February; 
benorth  it  against  the  20th  of  March ;  ui^ 
der  pain  of  being  punished  as  contemners  of 
authority;  and  all  magistrates  are  ordered 
to  seek  and  search  for  anns  in  papists  or 
suspected  persons  houses,  as  also  all  Jesuits, 
priests,  and  trafficking  papists,  and  commit 
them  to  the  next  prison,  that  they  may  be 
punished  conform  to  law,  and  to  return  a 
report  of  their  diligence  at  their  highest 
periL  Further,  we  command,  that  no  pap 
pists  be  suffered  to  bear  any  public  office, 
or  bear  arms  in  the  army.  Noblemen  and 
others  are  discharged  to  send  abroad  their 
children  with  pedagogues,  without  a  testi- 
m<Hiial  from  die  bishop,  discharging  their 
parents,  if  they  turn  papists,  to  entertain 
them,  under  the  pains,  act  71st,  parliament 
6th,  James  VL  and  act  lst»  parliajinent  16th, 
James  VL  and  ordain  the  council  to  see  to 
the  education  of  the  children  of  papists, 
conform  to  act  9th,  session  1st,  of  our  1st 
pariiament  And  to  the  end  all  our  good 
snljects  may  unanimously  join,  not  only  in 
hearing  the  word  of  God,  but  in  partici- 
pating of  his  holy  sacraments,  we  do  hereby 
roTiye  that  excellent  statute  made  by  our 
royal  gnmd&ther,  act  17th,  parliament  16th, 
That  snlgects  of  this  kingdom  shall  oomr 
monicats  once  a  year ;  and  that  if  any  shall 
abstain,  upon  any  pretext  whatsomeyer, 
they  bttng  by  their  pastors  thereunto  re- 
quired»  shall  pay  the  penalties  mentioned 
in  the  said  act;  every  earl  1000  pounds, 
lord  1000  merks,  baron  500  pounds,  free- 
holder 300  meiks,  yeoman  40  pounds,  and 
burgess  according  as  the  council  shall  mo- 
dify. Requiring  all  mBgiMtntes  and  judges 
to  put  tiw  MMid  act  ia  execution,  against  all  I 


persons  of  what  profosrion  aoerer. 
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eooform  to  the  words,  as  well  as  the 
meaning  of  the  act  itself.  And  which  we 
the  rather  do  at  this  time,  because  many  of 
the  Romish  church  do  delude  and  abuse  our 
people,  under  the  profession  of  some,or  other 
of  those  who  refuse  to  conform  to  the  worship 
of  this  reformed  church,  as  it  is  established 
by  law :  and,  that  all  papists  may  be  either 
convinced  or  convicted,  we  command  and 
i^point  them  to  appear  before,  and  confer 
with  the  bishop  or  archbishop  of  the  dio- 
cese, betwixt  and  the  20th  of  Blarch,  and 
obtain  testimonials  of  the  satis&ction  they 
have  given.  And,  in  case  they  fiiil,  the 
bi^ops  and  archbishops  are  required  to 
take  up  lists  of  all  pi^i^ists,  particularly  such 
as  are  excommunicate,  or  have  made  defec- 
tion from  the  reformed  religion,  and  send 
in  to  our  council,  betwixt  and  the  first 
Thursday  of  April  next ;  with  certification 
to  all  such  as  do  not  compear,  as  said  is, 
that  letters  will  be  directed  against  them, 
to  appear  before  the  council,  on  pain  of 
rebellion,  and  their  moveables,  and  the  life- 
rent of  their  lands,  rooms  and  possessions, 
shall  pertain  to  us  as  escheat  And  we  de- 
clare, that  neither  such  as  shall  be  denoun- 
ced, or  any  others  for  them  covertly,  shall 
be  permitted  to  enjoy  their  lands,  rents,  or 
revenues.  And  ordain  lists  of  all  excom- 
municated papists  to  be  printed,  and  affixed 
in  public  places,  that  no  judges  may  suffer 
any  in  that  list  to  pursue  or  bear  witness 
in  any  cause,  till  they  be  reconciled  to  the 
church,  conform  to  act  25th,  parliament  1st, 
and  act  3rd,  parliament  20th,  James  VL 
Our  will  is  herefore,  &c  Given  under  our 
signet,  January  23rd,  1679." 

I  can  meet  with  no  prosecution  of  papists 
at  this  time,  for  as  numerous  and  growing 
as  they  were,  unless  it  be  that  this  same 
day  the  council  order  G.  Young,  a  papist 
priest,  to  be  sent  to  the  Bass,  till  further 
order.  And  indeed,  as  fiur  as  I  can  find, 
not  one  of  the  clauses  in  the  above  prodar 
mation  were  taken  any  care  of  by  bishops, 
judges,  or  others  concerned,  in  as  fiu*  as 
they  related  to  papists:  but  the  other 
branch  of  it,  against  noaconfotmis^>  ^w«& 
made  a  handle  of  to  VxaxtLsa  ^«m. 

At  that  same  diet  t\i«r^  \a  «l  ^Y^ttfaJaswi 


26 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


[BOOK  IIL 


gnnted  hy  the  king  to  the  bishop  of 
*  OaUoway^for  his  nonresidenoe  in  his 
diocese,  though  he  wanted  not  a  good  number 
of  papists  to  look  after  in  that  country ;  it  is 
a  little  singular,  and  the  curious  reader  will 
desire  to  see  it  January  23rd.  His  majesty's 
royal  dispensation  was  read  and  ordered  to 
be  recorded.  **  Whereas  none  of  our  arch- 
bishops or  bbhops  may  lawfully  keep  their 
ordinary  residence  without  the  bounds  of 
their  diocese  respective,  unless  they  have 
our  royal  dispensation,  warrant,  and  license 
for  that  effect:  those  are,  that  in  regard 
John  bishop  of  Galloway  is  not  provided  in 
a  competent  manse  or  dwelling  house  in 
the  diocese  of  Galloway,  and  for  the  better 
promoving  of  our  service  in  the  church,  to 
allow  and  authorize  the  said  bishop  to  live 
in  or  near  the  cities  of  Edinburgh  or  Glas- 
gow, or  in  any  other  convenient  placet 
where  he  may  be  able  to  attend  the  public 
affairs  of  the  church.  With  whose  non- 
residence  in  the  diocese  of  Galloway,  we, 
by  virtue  of  our  royal  supremacy  in  causes 
ecclesiastical,  do  by  those  presents  dispense, 
as  well  with  the  time  past  preceding  the 
date  hereof,  as  for  the  time  to  come,  dur- 
ing our  royal  pleasure;  any  canou  of  the 
church,  or  acts  of  parliaments,  enjoining  resi- 
dence, notwithstanding.  And  we  strictly 
require  all  our  subjects,  church-officers,  and 
others,  never  to  quarrel  or  call  in  question 
the  said  Jolin  bbhop  of  Galloway,  during 
the  continuance  of  this  our  royal  dispensa- 
tion and  license,  as  they  will  answer  to  us 
at  their  peril.  Given  at  our  court  at 
Whitehall,  May  28th,  1678,  and  of  our 
reign  the  30th  year." 

By  his  majesty's  command, 

Lauderdale. 

This  singular  dispensation  affords  room 
enough  for  remarks  upon  that  exorbitant 
and  boundless  supremacy  and  power  over 
churchmen,  and  matters  now  lodged  in  the 
king's  hand.  Nonresidence  in  churchmen 
is  what  will  not  vindicate ;  and  this  dispen- 
sation looks  forward  as  well  as  backward, 
and  might  be  given  to  all  the  fourteen 
bishops,  and  their  underlings  too,  for  any 
reason  I  can  observe  to  the  contrary.  The 
way  to  help  the  bbhop's  house  had  been, 
fp  iMjgv  him  to  reside  at  hk  charge :  and 


the  public  affiun  of  the  church  talked  o(  if 
any  thing  be  in  this  but  form,  one  would 
think  the  aigument  would  bold  for  the 
nonresideiice  of  the  rest  of  the  prriates,  at 
well  as  his.  How  long  the  bislK^p  enjoyed 
his  license  I  know  not,  but  it  is  probable  it 
continued  till  he  was  advanced  to  the  see 
of  Edinburgh. 

Upon  the  13th  of  February,  the  council 
approve  of  the  report  of  the  oommiasion  for 
public  affiurs,  '  that  twenty-four  soldien  of 
the  earl  of  Marr's  regiment  be  sent  to  the 
castle  of  Stirling.'  The  occasion  of  this  I 
know  not ;  what  follows  is  of  more  impor- 
tance. '  That  the  committee  for  public 
affiiirs  be  authorized  and  impowered  to 
name  some  of  their  own  nund>er  to  be  a 
dose  committee,  with  power  to  give  war- 
rant to  seize  and  secure  such  persons  as 
they  saw  fit'  This  was  a  vast  power  in- 
deed, to  be  lodged  in  the  hands  of  two  or 
three,  and  those  were  either  prelates,  or  such 
as  were  violently  for  them.  '  That,  during 
the  remainder  of  this  session,  the  council 
be  kept  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  weekly ; 
and  that  the  prisoners,  seized  and  examined 
for  conventicles,  have  their  libel  on  Tues- 
day.' The  council  still  approve  all  thai 
comes  firom  this  committee. 

Beside  what  has  been  already  remarked} 
upon  the  25th  of  February,  the  same  commit- 
tee propose,  and  the  council  approve, '  That 
some  persons,  who  attend  the  session-house 
as  agents,  are  instruments  of  disorder 
through  the  nation,  and  correspond  with 
vagrant  ministers,  traitors  and  fi^tives,  be 
called  before  the  committee,  and  give  secu- 
rity for  their  good  behaviour  in  time  com- 
ing, or  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  othei^ 
wise  that  they  be  banished  the  town  of 
Edinburgh;  that  Patrick  Gkss,  prisoner 
now  these  four  years,  be  liberate,  upon  his 
paying  £200  of  the  fine  the  council  im- 
posed; that  the  town  major  have  jC50  ster- 
ling reward,  for  taking  Mr  John  Mosman,  a 
vagrant  preacher,  according  to  the  king's 
proclamation.'  And,  February  27th,  the 
council  order  a  letter  of  thanks  to  be  writ 
to  the  earl  of  Seaforth  for  his  diligence  in 
suppressing  conventicles  in  hb  country.  So 
for  north  was  the  desire  got,  after  ordinances 
dbpensed  by  presbyterian  ministers. 

Upon  the  6th  oi  ^NUxOdl  \)ki!^  '^t^^^Il  ^«j> 
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Uament  sat  down  at  Westminster.  The 
former  had  been  dissolved  last  year,  in 
hopes  that  a  house  of  commons  might  be 
got  more  pliable  to  the  king's  designs ;  but 
a  spirit  of  liberty  seemed  to  be  upon  the 
growing  baud  among  the  commons,  and  a 
good  many  of  the  members  in  their  speeches 
and  actings  made  very  bold  with  the  king, 
and  such  whom  they  took  to  be  evil  instru- 
ments and  pensioners  to  France  about  him. 
There  was  at  this  time  there  a  great  current 
against  the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  and  the 
administration  of  affiurs  in  Scotland,  as  very 
much  favouring  popbh  designs.  And  that 
the  reader  may  know  somewhat  of  the 
freedom  taken  in  England  to  oppose  arbi- 
trary measures,  and  the  oppression  of  the 
subjects,  though  their  pressures  were  not 
near  so  great  as  ours  in  Scotland,  I  have 
insert  a  speech  handed  about  at  this  time, 
said  to  be  delivered  by  Sir  Francis  Win- 
nington  late  solicitor  general,  and  now  an 
eminent  member  of  the  house  of  commons, 
March  27.*    And  upon  the  29th  of  the 


•  Speech,  Sir  Francis  WtnningUm  to  the  house  of 

commons. 
The  king  cannot  pardon  treason  against  the 
goremment,  for  then  the  goyemment  cannot  be 
safe  from  evil  ministers :  could  kinss  have  done 
it,  would  not  Bell,  Hemp,  WorsilTon,  and  the 
Spencers  have  been  pardoned  ?  Kings  should  be 
the  sanctuary  of  the  people  from  the  oppression 
of  evil  ministers,  but  not  the  refuge  of  the  ene- 
mies of  the  government,  of  such  arch-transgres- 
•ors  as  Danby.  If  Danby  may  be  pardoned, 
then  the  papist  lords  in  the  tower  may  be  so  too, 
and  all  the  Jesuits  now  in  Newgate  may  be  par- 
doned. Is  this  the  way  to  secure  the  laws  and 
protestant  religion?  The  king  is  limited  in 
power,  or  it  cannot  be  a  legal  power  as  ours  is ; 
the  limitation  is  to  the  good  and  behoof  of  the 
people ;  but  in  cherishing  of  an  open  and  noto- 
rious traitor,  the  minister  of  common  mischief, 
and  common  centre  in  which  all  the  lines  of  con- 
fusion and  mischief  meet,  is  this  for  the  good  and 
behoof  of  the  people  ?  A  prerogative  is  to  abate 
the  rifour  of  justice,  and  not  to  elude  and  de- 
stroy justice.  If  ministers  may  be  pardoned,  at 
the  prince's  pleasure,  for  all  the  wrongs  they  do 
to  the  people^  whikt  the  prince  is  sworn  to  pro- 
tect the  people  from  these  wrongs,  and  is  there- 
fore both  intrusted  and  paid,  there  is  no  security, 
and  our  pretended  free  and  legal  government  is 
a  mere  cheat,  and  we  are  all  arrant  cheats.  Be- 
sides this  is  treason  impeached  in  parliament, 
and  therefore  not  pardonable  out  of  parliament. 
This  is  a  national  and  catholic  treason,  the  life 
and  root  of  the  government  is  invaded,  and  a 
pardon  here  b  so  unreasonable  a  thing,  that  it 
ought  to  be  placed  to  his  account,  who  dares 
plMd  it,  and  ranked  amongst  the  restof  such  evil 
counsels.  The  biJi  preparing  In  the  house  of 
lords  M9  not  his  punishment,  out  his  pnrdon  a 
mJvation  by  net  of  pniTmmcnt.      Who  iviii    be 


same  month,  the  earl  of  Shaftsbury 
had  another  in  the  house  of  peers, 
when  upon  the  consideration  of  the  state 
of  the  nation,  which  relates  so  much  to 
our  Scots  afiairs,  and  made  such  noise  at 
this  time,  that  I  likewise  insert  itf  These 
patriots  in  England  had  a  much  deeper 
sense  of  the  hardships  put  upon  us  in 
Scotland  by  our  council  than  many  of  our- 
selves. 

The  duke  of  York  was  reckoned,  by  such 
who  appeared  for  the  liberties  of  England, 
to  be  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  maladminis- 
trations they  would  have  been  rid  of.  Even 
before  the  parliament  sat  down  the  king 
found  a  party  forming  against  his  brother, 
and  towards  the  end  of  February  gave  it 
him  as  his  mind,  that  he  should  retire  from 
court  The  duke  was  averse,  till  the  king 
sent  him  his  mind  in  writ,  under  his  own 
hand,  as  follows.  'Whitehall,  February 
20th,  1679.  I  have  already  given  you  my 
reasons  at  large  why  I  think  it  fit  you 
should  absent  yourself  for  some  time  be- 


deterred  from  treason  ?  who  can  make  such  a 
precedent  as  this,  to  escape  with  impunity,  to 
carry  away  honours  and  wealth  as  the  reward  of 
treason,  and  the  poor  people*s  spoils,  and  that  at 
such  a  time  as  this,  and  be  tardy  to  himself? 
If  this  must  be,  it  must  be  good  and  meritorious 
to  invade  property,  betray  the  kingdom,  sell  the 
people,  encourage  popery,  suborn  witnesses, 
strangle  and  smother  the  discovery  of  the  plot. 
Remember  how  ye  use  him,  you  make  him  an 
example  for  the  rest ;  if  he  must  live,  let  him 
not  survive  his  glorv,  at  least  degrade  himself, 
sequester  him,  that  is,  to  reduce  him  of  as 

Sir  Thomas  Osbum,  and  as  poor  and  indigent, 
and  leave  him  nothiuff  he  has  got  by  his  mon- 
strous acts.  He  hath  got  what  the  kingdom,  I 
am  bold  to  say,  these  lords  that  agree  not  with 
this,  speak  one  word  for  him,  and  two  for  them- 
selves ;  they  will  do  the  same  thing  to  end  with 
the  same  security.  It  is  a  license  to  cheat  the 
king  and  kingdom  for  five  years.  If  this  must 
be,  I  pray  let  there  be  a  clause  in  the  bill,  to 
pardon  aU  villanies  and  treasons  whatsoever, 
against  the  government,  as  well  for  the  poor  as 
rich.  Let  not  the  great  rogues  escape  and  go 
rewarded:  was  Pein,  Berry,  and  Hill  hanged 
for  murdering  Godfrey?  must  he  escape  that  so 
bitterly  discouraged  and  menaced  him  ?  Or 
what  reason  was  there  that  Groves  and  Ireland 
should  die  for  being  on  the  plot,  whilst  he  is 
rewarded  that  did  conceal  it,  and  would  have 
turned  it  upon  others  ?  To  conclude,  if  after 
this  discovery  made  b}r  God,  and  progressed  by 
us  as  instruments,  this  point  be  delivered  up, 
they  shall  not  escape  unpunished,  and  God  shsuU 
bring  deliverance  some  other  way. 

t  SiKCch  of  (Ae  earl  of  Shnflsbury  lo  the  Kouw  i|f 
lords,  March  ^^h,  \er»^. 
My  lords,— You  are  uwoVuVXn^ \\i*  ^<»to\^«^ 
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yond  8ML I  am  trnly  sorry  for  the  oocft- 

'  fdon ;  for  yoa  may  be  sure  1 8]iallne> 

yer  desire  it  longer  than  it  shall  be  abeolntely 

necessary  for  your  good  and  my  service.  Li 


tioo  of  the  state  of  England*  to  be  taken  ap  In  a 
oommittee  of  the  whole  houee,  aome  day  the  next 
week.     I  do  not  know  how  well  what  I  hare  to 
say  may  be  reeeived,  for  I  never  study  either  to 
make  my  court  well,  or  to  be  popular.    I  always 
speak  what  I  am  commanded  by  the  dictates  of  the 
spirit  within  me.     There  are  some  other  consi- 
dferationa  whidi  concern  England  so  nearly,  that 
without  them,  you  will  come  far  short  of  the 
safety  or  quiet  at  home.     '*We  have  a  little 
sister,  and  she  hath  no  breasts,  what  shall  we 
do  for  our  sister  in  the  day  when  she  shall  be 
spoken  for  ?    If  she  be  a  wall,  we  must  build 
upon  her  a  palace  of  silver,  and  if  she  be  a  door, 
we  will  incfooe  her  with  boards  of  cedar.*'  We 
have  several  little  sisters  without  breasts,  the 
French  protestant  churches,  the  two  kingdoms 
of  Scotland  and  Ireland.     The  foreign  protes- 
tants  are  a  wall  of  defence  to  Encland,  upon 
which  she  may  build  a  palace  of  sOver,  a  glo- 
rious palace.     The  protection  of  the  protestants 
abroaa,  is  the  greatest  peace  and  security  that 
the  crown  of  England  can  attain  to,  and  which 
can  only  help  us  to  give  a  check  to  the  crowing 
greatness  of  France.     Scotland  and  Ireland  are 
two  doors  that  let  in  good  or  mischief  upon  us. 
They  are  much  weakened  by  the  artifices  of  our 
cunning  enemies,  and  we  ought  to  inclose  them 
with  boards  of  cedar.     Popery  and  slavery,  like 
two  sisters,  go  hand  in  hand.     In  England,  po- 
pery was  to  bring  in  slavery,  in  Scotluid,  slave- 
ry was  to  go  before,  and  poperv  was  to  follow. 
I  do  not  think  that  your  lordships,  or  the  par- 
liament have  iurisdiction  there.     It  is  a  noble 
and  ancient  kingdom ;  they  have  an  illustrious 
nobility,  a  gallant  gentry,  a  learned  clergy,  and 
an  understanding  worthy  people.     But  yet  we 
cannot  think  on  England  as  we  ought,  without 
reflecting  on  the  condition  they  are  in ;  thev  are 
under  the  same  prince,  and  tlie  influence  or  the 
same  fovourite  and  counsels,  and  they  are  hard- 
ly dealt  with.    Can  we  that  are  the  richer  ex- 
pect better  usage?     For  it  is  certain,  that  in  all 
absolute  governments,  the  poorest  countries  are 
most  favourably  dealt  withal,  when  the  ancient 
nobility  and  gentry  cannot  enjoy  their  royalties, 
freedoms,  and  stewartries,  whicn  they  and  their 
ancestors  have  possessed  for  severs!  hundred 
years ;  but  they  are  now  enjoined  by  the  lords  of 
the  council,  to  make  deputations  of  their  autho- 
rities to  such  as  are  their  own  enemies.     Can 
we  expect  to  enjoy  our  magna  charta  long,  under 
the  same  persons  and  adnunistration  of  affairs  ? 
If  the  council-table  there  can  imprison  any  no- 
bleman or  gentleman  for  several  years,  without 
bringing  him  to  a  trial,  or  giving  the  least  rea- 
son for  what  they  do ;  can  we  expect  the  same 
will  erer  preserve  the  liberties  (MT  the  subjects 
here  ?     I  will  acknowledge  I  am  not  versed  in 
-  the  particular  laws  of  Scotland  ;  but  this  I  know 
that  all  northern  countries  have,  by  their  laws, 
an  undoubted  inviolable  right  to  their  liberties 
and  properties;  yet  Scotland  hath  outdone  all 
the  eastern  and  southern  countries,  in  having 
their  lives,  lil>erties,  a^  estates  subjected  to  the 
arbitrary  wjU  and  pleasure  of  those  that  govern. 


the  meantime  1  tiiink  it  proper  to  gf ?•  y«n 
it  under  my  hand,  that  I  expect  this  eom- 
phusanoe  from  yon,  and  deeire  it  may  be  as 
soon  as  cwiTeniently  yoo  can.    Yon  may 


They  have  lately  plundered  and  hsraaeed  the 
richest  and  best  countries  of  that  kingdom,  by 
having  brought  down  the  barbarous  Highlanden 
to  devour  tiiem,  and  all  thb  without  any  oohmr- 
able  pretence,  nor  can  there  be  found  out  a  rea- 
son of  state  for  what  they  have  done,  but  that 
thMe  wicked  ministers  designed  to  pxooure  a 
rebellion  at  any  rate,  which,  as  they  managed  it, 
was  only  prevented  by  the  miracmous  iuund  of 
God  :  for  otherwise,  all  the  papists  in  England 
would  have  been  armed,  and  the  fairest  oppor- 
tunity given  in  that  time,  for  the  execution  of 
that  bloody  and  wicked  design  the  papists  had, 
as  it  is  not  possible  for  any  man  that  duly  eonsi* 
ders  it,  to  think  otherwise,  but  thooe  mini^ten 
who  acted  it,  were  as  guilty  of  the  plot  as  any 
of  the  lords  that  are  in  question  for  it.  My 
lords,  I  am  forced  to  speak  this  the  olaincr,  be- 
cause, till  the  pressure  be  fully  and  clearly  taken 
off  from  Scotland,  it  is  not  possible  for  me,  or 
any  thinking  man,  to  beUeve  that  good  is 
meaned  us  here.  We  must  still  be  on  our 
guards,  apprehending  the  principle  is  not  chang- 
ed at  court,  and  that  these  men  who  are  still  m 
place  and  authority,  have  that  influence  on  the 
mind  of  our  excellent  prince,  that  he  is  not,  nor 
cannot  be  to  us«  what  his  own  nature  and  good- 
ness would  incline  him  to.  I  know  your  lord- 
shifM  can  order  nothing  in  this,  but  there  are 
that  hear  me  who  can  put  a  present  cure  to  it, 
and  till  that  be  done,  the  Scots  wierd  is,  man  in 
oUa,  death  in  the  pot.  But  there  is  something 
that  most  immediately  concerns  us,  the  act  for 
S2,000  men  to  invade  us  on  all  occasions ;  this  I 
hear  the  lords  of  the  council  have  trei^ed  (as  they 
do  all  other  laws)  and  expounded  it  to  a  stand- 
ing army  of  6000  men.  I  am  sure  we  have  rea- 
son and  right  to  beseech  the  king,  that  that  act 
be  better  considered  in  the  next  parliament 
there.  I  shall  say  no  more  of  that  kingdom  at 
this  time,  for  I  am  afraid  your  lordships  may 
think  I  have  said  too  much,  having  no  concerns 
there ;  but  if  a  French  nobleman  come  to  dwell 
in  my  house,  and  my  family,  I  should  think  it 
concerned  me  to  ask  what  he  did  in  France,  for 
if  he  were  there  a  villain,  a  rogue,  or  a  plun- 
derer, I  should  desire  him  to  live  elsewhere,  and 
I  hope  your  lordshifM  will  think  fit  to  do  the 
same  thing  for  this  nation,  if  w^  find  the  same 
cause.  Aly  lords,  give  me  let^  %>  speak  two  or 
three  words  concerning  our  other  sister  Ireland  ; 
thither,  I  hear,  is  sent  Douglas  his  regiment  to 
secure  us  against  the  French,  besides,  I  am  cre- 
dibly informed,  the  papists  have  their  arms  re- 
stored, and  the  protestants  are  not  many  of  them 
recovered  from  being  the  suspected  partv.  The 
sea  towns,  as  well  as  the  inland,  are  full  of  pa- 
pists; that  kingdom  cannot  long  continue  in 
English  hands,  if  some  better  care  be  not  taken 
of  it ;  this  is  in  your  power,  and  there  is  nothing 
there  but  what  is  under  your  laws.  And 
therefore,  I  beg  at  least,  that  this  kingdom  may 
be  taken  into  consideration  together  with  thie 
state  of  England,  for  I  am  sure  there  can  be  no 
safety  here,  if  these  doors  be  not  shut  up  and 
made  safe. 
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eatfly  belieTe  with  what  tronble  I  write 
this  to  700,  there  being  nothing  I  am  more 
MDsible  of  than  the  oonttant  Idndness  yon 
efor  liad  for  me.  I  hope  70a  are  eo  just  to 
me  as  to  be  assured,  that  no  absence  or  an7 
thing  else  can  ever  change  me  from  being 
truly  and  kindl7  *Yown,  C.  R.' 

VThen  the  duke  had  stepped  out  of  the 
way,  and  after  the  utmost  endeaTOurs  of 
the  king  and  courtiers  to  preyent  it,  the 
house  of  commons  now  i^pearing  vigorous- 
I7  for  the  protestant  religion,  and  the  dvil 
rights  of  their  countr7«  in  Ma7  brought  in 
a  bill  for  excluding  the  duke  of  York,  and 
to  bring  the  next  protestant  heir  to  the 
iuooession.  And  considering  that  the  strug- 
gles of  the  sufferers  I  am  accounting  for, 
were  with  the  duke*8  party  in  Scotland, 
and  reall7  upon  the  same  foot  with  these 
of  the  patriots  in  England,  and  that  too 
man7  in  these  lands  are  7et  hankering  after 
the  chains  the  English  commoners  would 
fiun  haye  thrown  off,  even  when  now  we 
ma7  feel  the  inexpressible  benefits  of  the 
protestant  succession's  happil7  taking  place 
among  us  b7  an  after  establishment  upon 
the  same  bottom  with  this  bill,  setting 
aside  the  whole  popish  race  of  daimants : 
upon  these  grounds  I  take  it  not  to  be  im- 
proper to  insert  an  abstract  of  this  bill  in 
this  place. 

*  Forasmuch  as  the  kingdoms  of  England 
and  Ireland  haye  long  since  been  delivered 
from  the  slayer7  of  popish  superstition, 
for  that  it  advances  the  power  of  the  pope, 
and  diminishes  that  of  sovereign  princes, 
and  makes  him  monarch  of  the  universe, 
fnthdraws  subjects  from  their  allegiance,  and 
subverts  the  end  of  the  christian  religion. 

'  But  notwithstanding  poper7  hath  been 
condenmed  b7  law,  for  its  detestable  doc- 
trine, and  traitorous  attempts  against  the 
lives  of  sovereign  princes,  7et  the  pope's 
emissaries  and  agents  resort  to  this  king- 
dom, and  have  b7  their  own  arts  and  poli- 
cies, and  the  assistance  of  foreign  princes, 
contrived  and  carried  on  a  oonspirac7  to 
murder  the  king,  subvert  the  government, 
and  destro7  the  protestant  religion ;  and  for 
the  better  effectuating  thereof,  have  seduc- 
ed the  duke  of  York,  the  premunptive  heir 
oi  the  crown,  to  enter  into  negotiAtious  with 


1679. 


the  pope,  his  cardinals  and  nondoe, 
for  promoting  the  perish  church 
and  interest,  and  b7  his  means,  advanced 
tiie  power  of  the  French  king,  to  the  mani- 
fest  hazard  of  these  kingdoms. 

'And  forasmuch  as  the  parliament  of 
England  have  hitherto  directed  and  limited 
the  succession  to  the  crown,  firequentl7  out 
of  its  ordinary  course,  but  never  had  such 
reasons  as  now  to  use  their  extraordinary 
power. 

'  Be  it  enacted,  that  the  duke  of  York, 
(having  publicly  professed  the  Romish  re- 
Ugion,  which  hath  notoriously  given  birth 
to  the  late  plot)  be  exduded  and  disabled 
for  ever  from  inheriting  the  imperial  crown 
and  government  of  this  realm:  and  that 
upon  the  demise  or  death  of  the  king,  the 
crown  and  government  shall  be  devolved 
to  the  next  heir  of  the  protestant  religion ; 
and  whatever  acts  of  sovepign  power  the 
said  duke  shall  exercise,  shall  be  judged 
high  treason,  and  punished  accordingly. 

'  And  forasmuch  as  the  safety  of  the 
kingdom  depends  upon  the  execution  of 
this  law,  be  it  further  enacted,  that  if  any 
person  shall  aid,  counsel,  or  correspond  with, 
or  contrive  his  return  to  any  of  the  king's 
dominions,  or  declare  him  to  be  lawful  heir, 
or,  after  the  king's  death,  publish  or  dedare 
the  duke  to  be  king  of  England  or  Ireland, 
or  to  have  right  thereunto  by  word,  writ- 
ing or  printing,  shall  be  guilty  of  high  trea- 
son. And  forasmuch  as  the  duke's  return 
into  any  of  the  king's  dominions,  will  natur- 
ally conduce  to  great  mischiefs  upon  them, 
be  it  enacted,  that  if  the  duke  return  to  any 
of  the  said  dominions,  he  shall  be  attainted 
of  high  treason ;  and  all  persons  are  required 
to  apprehend  and  secure  his  person,  and  in 
case  of  resistance,  to  subdue  and  imprison 
him  by  force  of  arms.* 

The  event  of  this  bill  every  body  knovrs : 
the  king  resolved  to  venture  all  before  he 
would  permit  it  to  go  through.  To  sup- 
port the  bill,  without  doors  were  handed 
about, '  Reasons  against  a  Popish  Successor,* 
a  paper  not  long,  and  much  liked,  and 
which  deserves  our  consideration  still,  and 
it  follows .♦ 


•  neoiom  ogaiiwt  o  Poindi  Succc»wu 
It  is  conceived,  and  that  vtn  cwi^«i^.  t«\\Xi- 


so 
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But  I  leaye  the  English  affairs  to 

*  their  own  historians,  and  return  to 

what  passed  among  ourselves.  Sometime  in 

the  beginning  of  this  month,  a  few  persons 


out  prejudice  to  others*  judgments,  or  troubling 
ourselves  with  that  so  often  baffled  a  cause, 
called  popery,  that  a  papist,  or  one  popishly  af- 
fected ought  not  to  inherit,  or  succeed  in  the 
management  of  the  crown. 

Reason  T.  In  strictness  of  law,  because  one  so 
qualified  bath  wilfully  disabled  or  rendered  him- 
self incapable  of  that  benefit,  which  the  common 
law  (af^r  the  usual  course  of  descent)  doth  posi- 
tively require ;  for  it  is  presumable,  that  he  who 
succeeds  in  the  office  of  the  crown,  should  be 
legally  adopted  to  execute  so  great  a  trust ;  and, 
therefore,  if  minus  idoneits,  be  not  sufficiently 
ballasted  with  the  notion  and  intrigues  of  state, 
others  are  to  govern  in  aid  of  him,  as  in  case  of 
idiotry,  lunacy,  or  the  like,  and  the  parliament 
is  bound  (as  intrusted  to  redrera  grievances,  and 
secure  the  nation)  to  place  it  where  religion  and 
property  shall  be  adjudged  most  safe.  There 
are  several  precedents  of  this  nature. — Imo.  Ed- 
gar Atheling  (as  stories  agree)  was  the  un- 
doubted heir,  yet  William  the  Norman,  com- 
monly called  the  Conqueror,  was  called  in  to 
oppose  Harold,  and  invested  with  the  crown, 
and  Atheling  for  ever  an  exile,  and  disinherited. 
~~2(Io.  After  him  succeeded  his  second  son  Wil- 
liam Rufus,  and  not  Robert  the  eldest.  — 
Stio.  Kins  John  not  only  laid  aside  after,  Flan- 
tagenet  his  eldest  brother's  son,  but  likewise  put 
him  to  death.— 4/0.  In  Sicily,  there  was  lately 
a  ereat  contest  between  the  two  sons  of  Charles 
II.  Mortelus  and  Robert,  and  I  find  the  crown 
awarded  to  Robert  the  younger,  as  magis  dignus 
tut  regnandum,^4ito,  Alexander  was  demanded, 
to  whom  he  would  bequeath  his  sceptre;  he 
said,  the  worthiest,  and  to  him  whose  sword  had 
the  sharpest  point,  meaning,  whose  virtue  was 
most  luculent,  and  of  the  brightest  inteerity, 
after  the  disposition  of  Jacob  passing  by  Man- 
asses,  and  conferring  the  blessing  upon  Ephraim 
the  younger,  as  more  deserving  and  acceptable 
to  God.— ^/o.  The  state  of  France  rejected  the 
king  of  Navarre,  and  appointed  another  to  reign 
over  them,  because  ot  his  religion,  and  when 
afterward  the  said  king  of  Navarre  came  to  be 
Henry  IV.  of  France,  it  was  by  his  forsaking 
God,  and  complving  with  the  church  of  Rome, 
by  means  of  which  he  thought  to  settle  the 
crown  upon  his  head ;  but  was  so  much  mis- 
taken therein,  that  he  thereby  left  both  crown 
and  life  toffctber. 

Reason  II.  Can  it  be  thought,  but  he  that 
succeeds  in  the  crown,  should  not  succeed  con- 
currcntiinLt  his  qui  in  Jure  reavirunty  as  the  civil 
law  expresses  it,  that  is,  in  all  the  concernments 
thereor,  which  are  the  laws,  principally  those 
that  relate  to  religion,  and  not  for  one  man,  led 
away  with  a  blind  perverseness,  renouncing  the 
religion,  he  knows  not  why  Tand  so  wilfully 
attainting  himself)  to  inthrai  the  nation  in 
superstition  and  tyranny,  for  regularly,  in  all 
pMts  where  popish  lords  are  in  the  church,  there 
tyranny  (of  course)  rages  in  the  state. 

Reason  III.  It  is  a  maxim  amongst  lawyers, 

that  lexjacit  regem,  and  maxims  must  not  be 

dealed.     If  eo  dien,  to  speak  out  after  the  true 

Jnteadmcat  of  law,  he  thut  cornea  nut  to  the 


by  a  trick  got  in  major  Johnston,  one  of  the 
captains  of  the  train  bands  of  Edinburgh,  a 
most  violent  persecutor,  to  a  house  under 
pretext  of  a  oonyenticle,  and  threatened 


crown  satiaiim,  as  the  laws  notify  and  preacribf, 
it  is  no  lawful  succession,  but  downri^t  urar- 
pation :  and,  without  scruple,  it  is  the  endeavoor 
of  every  ^ood  Christian,  to  withstand  an  usur- 
per, it  bemg  undoubtedly  more  pleasing  to  God, 
to  put  one  man  bv,  who  thus  wilfully  disables 
himself,  and  withal  most  shamefully  usurps, 
than  expose  millions  of  souls  to  damnation,  and 
the  streets  to  flow  with  blood,  by  suffering  that 
religion  to  creep  in,  whose  reformation  (at  the 
mildest  rate)  will  certainly  prove  fire  and  faggot 
For  this  very  cause,  Maacbah  was  removed  from 
bein^  queen  by  her  son  king  Asa,  for  making  an 
idol  in  a  grove,  incited  thereunto  by  the  prophet 
Azariah. 

Reason  I V.  The  succession  of  the  crown,  and 
a  common  descent  much  differ ;  for  if  an  heir 
that  is  a  subject,  prove  loose  and  debauched,  it 
little  damnifies  the  public ;  more  deserving  per- 
sons may  happily  perchance  step  into  his  house, 
and  be  more  serviceable  to  the  public,  the  dam- 
age is  still  but  private  to  his  own  family;  but 
in  case  of  the  crown,  there  is  none  so  senseless 
but  must  needs  conceive  the  damage  moat  fatal, 
because  universal.  The  whole  nation  must  in- 
evitably suffer,  religion  be  subverted,  and  pro- 
perty be  destroyed,  and  the  whole  people  in 
danger  of  Iheir  lives.  It  is  well  known  in  a 
private  case,  the  heir  is  usually  thrown  off  and 
disinherited ;  if  an  entail,  it  may  be  destroyed : 
and  if  law  lustifies  it,  the  like  in  tbt  pubUc ;  and 
therefore  the  grand  inquisitor  of  state,  and  con- 
servator of  the  liberties  of  England,  the  parlia- 
ment, may,  for  weighty  causes,  refuse  the  heir 
presumptive,  and,  for  the  safety  of  the  nation, 
settle  it,  where  they  in  honour  and  prudence 
shall  conceive  most  proper. 

Reason  V.  We  read  in  scripture  (which  is  the 
golden  rule  that  we  must  walk  by)  that  Libnah 
revolted  from  Jehoram,  because  he  had  forsaken 
the  God  of  his  fathers ;  so  we  had  better  for- 
sake man  and  adhere  to  God,  in  keeping  our 
religion,  than  trust  to  man  and  lose  God,  to  be 
unavoidably  destroyed  here  and  hereafter,  irre- 
coverably damned  m  serving  Baal,  and  parting 
with  the  divinity  now  established. 

Reason  VI.  When  Rehoboam  had  prepared  a 
ffreat  army  to  reduce  the  Israelites,  he  was  for- 
bidden by  the  prophet.  "  111  us  saith  the  Lord, 
ye  shall  not  go  up,  nor  fight  against  your  breth- 
ren, for  this  thing  is  from  me."  Mark,  he  calls 
them  brethren,  not  rebels.  Passive  obedience 
therefore  is  simple,  and  fit  for  such  that  know 
no  better :  now  God  has  discovered  the  snare 
and  the  pit  of  ruin,  that  the  pope  and  the  devil 
has  prepared  for  us ;  if  we  do  not  timely  coun- 
termine it  by  cautionary  laws,  to  suppress  those 
that  digged  it,  we  may  in  a  short  space  be  thrown 
into  it  headlong,  and  none  pity  us.  But  the 
right  line,  with  some  shallow-pated  talkers,  is  s 
noii  me  tangere,  so  sacred  (forsooth)  that  we 
must  rather  venture  body  and  soul,  in  subject- 
ing ourselves  to  all  the  curses  imaginable,  that 
hdl  itself  can  inflict  upon  us,  than  in  the  least 
alter  or  control  it;  a  vain  frivolous  caveat,  and 
not  to  be  heeded  by  us ;  for  human  examples  (ss 
1  showed  YteVoTe")  W\^  \>««ii  \vu\.<t^  vki^toi  Ux 
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and  floimdlj  beat  him.  This  taking  air, 
the  council  were  extremely  hot  upon  the 
disGOTiery  of  it,  and  issoe  oat  a  seyere  pro- 
damadon,  March  12th,  which  I  haye  inserted 
below.*  Every  body  who  hath  any  humani* 
ty,  much  more  such  as  have  any  sense  of 
religion,  will  abhor  the  murdering  tenets 
spoken  of  in  the  narratiye.  Who  they  were 
who  oTertumed  the  principles  of  all  society, 
and  printed  jesuiticid  and  murdering  tenets 
at  this  time,  I  know  not.  After  all  the  enquiry 


and  the  Scripture  warrants  it.  Samael  foretold 
Id  the  cMe  of  Saul,  that  he  would  be  rejected  for 
bis  disobedience,  though  not  his  person  degraded 
or  deposed,  yet  that  the  kingdom  should  he  re- 
mored  both  from  his  line  and  tribe,  wliich  was 
done  accordingly,  and  transferred  on  David. 
This  proves  very  fully,  that  the  heirs  or  next  in 
ioceession  are  not  so  inmioveably  placed,  but 
that  they  may  lawfully,  and  on  Just  causes,  be 
displaced,  if  not  legally  qualified,  and  others  put 
up  for  God*s  glorv  in  their  rooms.  God  raised 
J^n,  to  purge  idolatry,  against  the  house  of 
Ahal>.  All  toe  sons  of  Ahab  were  beheaded, 
and  in  a  manner  his  whole  line  cut  off.  For  his 
mod  service  he  had  a  promise  of  a  special  bless- 
ing for  his  issue,  to  continue  the  throne  to  the 
fourth  generation.  Several  other  instances  I 
could  give,  but  this  may  suffice.  In  brief,  there 
is  no  reformed  church  from  the  first  Waldenses 
of  Lyons  and  Lanauedoc,  to  this  very  day,  but 
have  held  it  lawfuL 

Reason  VII.  It  is  conceived  by  half-witted 
statesmen,  that  restrictive  laws  may  prevent  all 
mischiefs,  and  secure  the  protestants,  a  very 
▼ain  opinion,  and  most  fallacious ;  for  laws  will 
never  bind,  but  more  enrage:  shackle  him  as 
you  will,  and  load  him  with  never  so  many 
laws,  when  king,  he  and  his  party  will  be  rest- 
kas  till  they  have  set  themselves  at  lil>erty>  to 
have  the  protestants  under ;  for  when  king,  he 
is  not  impeachable,  and  the  pastes  regni  wul  be 
at  his  disposaL  When  the  wolf  is  shepherd  the 
flock  is  very  safe  indeed,  and  like  to  be  well 
looked  after,  all  may  devour  that  will ;  for  if  his 
party  commit  such  outrages,  that  no  age  can 
panulel,  what  will  they  do  then  ?  Now  no  man 
is  safe  in  his  bed,  then  none  safe  at  all,  they  will 
adventure  to  murder  people  in  their  very  houses, 
for  they  hold  it  no  more  sin  than  to  kill  a  dog. 

Heasonyilh  In  fine,  be  sure  he  and  his  puty 
(which  will  increase  daily,  and  the  protestants 
daeline}  will  soon  get  an  opportunity  either  by 
stratagem,  or  open  force,  to  avoid  all  laws, 
though  they  are  never  so  strong  and  wary,  and 
therefore  it  will  be  impossible  to  be  safe  inthout 
a  protestant  successor. 

*  Prodamatiofif  March  I2th,  about  m(\jor 
Johnston, 
Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  great 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith;  to  our  lovits, 

maeera,  or  messengers  at  arms,  our  sheriffs  in 
that  part  cotHunctlyand  severally,  specially  con- 
stitute, greeting.  Forasmuch  as,  notwithstand- 
ina  of  our  tenderness  and  lAemency  to  all  our 
m&joetsk  which  hmth  exttaded  even  to  those  who 
hmre  noi  eared  to  conform  thenuelyeM  to  our 
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I  can  make,  I  can  find  none  of  the 
suffering  presbyterians  guilty  of  any 
thing  of  this  nature.  The  things  alleged 
pointing  this  way  some  years  after  this,  shall 
be  candidly  considered,  and  I  must,  till  I  see 
the  matter  youched,  reckon  this  a  piece  of 
necessary  style,  upon  the  fiilse  information 
the  council  had  got ;  since  I  find  by  seyeral 
accounts  of  this  matter  at  this  time,  that 
no  assassination  or  murder  of  the  major 
was  eyer  once  thought  of;  and  if  it  had,  it 

laws ;  yet  severals  pretending  to  be  of  the  pro- 
testant profession,  have  not  only  disgraced,  and 
endeavoured  to  ruin  the  true  reformed  religion, 
established  in  this  our  kingdom,  and  overturned 
the  principles  of  all  society  and  government  by 
a  bloody  and  distracted  false  zeal,  which  hato 
prompted  them  to  open  rebellion,  to  the  printing 
of  iesuitical  murdering  tenets,  and  the  deforcing 
and  invading  such  as  are  clothed  with  our  au- 
thority ;  but  also  have  proceeded  to  such  extra- 
vagant and  inhumane  practices,  as  tend  to  the 
destruction  of  mankind  itself.  Amongst  many 
instances  whereof,  some  villanous  murderers 
did  lately  lay  a  design  to  kill  and  assassinate  the 
town  major  of  Edinburgh,  for  whom  they  hav- 
ing sent,  upon  pretext  to  dissipate  a  conventicle, 
they  did  discharge  many  shots  at  him  and  other 
soldiers  who  assisted  him,  and  thereafter  wound- 
ed him  and  them  mortally  in  several  places  of 
their  iNxiies,  threatening  to  kill  him  if  he  would 
not  swear  never  to  put  our  laws  in  execution. 
Which  affront  being  done  publicly  to  our  autho- 
rity, in  the  capital  city  of  our  kingdom,  the  very 
day  of  the  meeting  of  our  council,  and  being  a 
practice  laid  down  to  terrify  all  such  as  serve 
us,  and  to  involve  all  in  a  confusion,  which  they 
most  earnestly  wish :  therefore  we,  with  advice 
of  our  privy  council,  do  hereby  invite  all  such 
as  can  make  any  discovery  of  that  designed  hor- 
rid villany  and  assassination,  and  assure  all  such 
as  can  make  any  discovery,  even  such  as  have 
had  accession  thereto,  of  our  full  indemnity,  and 
of  the  sum  of  one  thousand  merks,  to  him  who 
shall  be  the  discoverer  of  any  in  accession  there- 
to, so  as  they  may  be  apprehended,  but  especially 
of  Mr  John  Kay,  son  to  the  deceased  Mr  Adam 
Kay,  late  minister  at  Borg,  (who  is  proved  to 
have  been  the  ringleader  of  these  miscreants, 
and  who  was  formerly  apprehended  in  the  like 
fimatic  tumult,  and  outrageously  cried  to  stab 
the  town  maior)  as  also  Tumbull,  tenant 

to  BroomhaU,  and  Tumbulls  his  two 

sons,  Micliael  Cameron  son  to  Allan  Cameron, 
and  Crawford  sister  to  captain  James 

Crawford,  who  lodged  these  assassinates,  and  is 
fled  with  them.  Our  will  is  herefore,  and  we 
charge  you  straitly,  that,  incontinent  thir  our 
letters  seen,  ye  pass  to  the  mercat-cross  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  other  places  needful,  and  thereat,  in 
our  name  and  authority,  make  publication  of 
the  premisses :  and  ordain  these  presents  to  be 
printed.  Given  under  our  signet  at  Edinburgh, 
tiia  twelfth  day  of  March,  1679,  and  of  our  reigu 
the  thirtieth-one  year. 

Per  actum  Dominorum  Secreli  Connlwu 

GOD  SAVE.  THE.  1^\^Q- 
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fa»  be  giTcn  wf 

tkftt  what /«4ltfMr«4i^aaatt«iBycW killing tibt  iiiiiijiBflT  vcat  tfaor 

mMy0,  Mitffl  ■MTtellj  wiMadmr  tOMM  «#  tibt  wires  aid  n^flin  «f  all 

^Mi^T^^wtmithmk^iikMimmibttm^pniewMgd  and  «rier  tium  to  be  toned  eat  of  tova 

fwlrifMti  wi  0/  tW  party.     Aad  if  any  foek  i^iMit  th^  -^i^  ^  ^-rrh,  nmirr  thf  w^i 

rilkMan  att^vipt  wm  aMid^y  I  ibaU  be  tibe  «f  aa  koDdrcd  pooa^  stcriiiNr.*     One  mj 

laMt  man  to  ftay  aiij  tbinir  in  it*  aHeviatiea.  j«dj  ask,  wbat  bad  tKej  done  ?  and  «« 

All#r  all  these  airyratati<wi,  a  tkoaasad  this  jwdce  or  reana^  because  tkeMJor  had 

m#Tfcs  wm  prcmmed  to  the  diseorcren,  as  bcca  dnibbed  bj  sqomi,  at  whose  1**imH  it 

in  the  pTorhuaatioa.     Had  the  iafwaialiaa  wtaj  he,  he  desorcd  this,  that  the  ianooeot 

IP  fen  to  the  coancil  been  trae,  there  had  wires  and  fiuailic*  of  presbjteiian  aunistcn, 

not  been  wanting^  groimd  for  this  serete  who  knew  nothings  of  the  matter,  shooM 

prochunation.    By  a  letter  of  thein  to  the  be  seat  a  waadering  and  bef^^ii^  S*    I  find 

doke  of  Lauderdale,  Itfarch  1 1th,  1  find  the  this  act  was  likewise  extended  to  Ghagowi 

stoTf  told  them  was;  *that  eighteen  or  and    the  naigistnites   there  rcceired   the 

twenty  armed  men,  prompted  by  the  bloody  sanw  orders,  which    put  many  religioog 


principles  of  their  tiaitcrons  books,  did  send 
for  the  major  to  the  hoose  of  one  Mra 
i'rswford,  a  known  and  most  irregular  fii- 
natic,  and  at  his  entry  dischaii^  several 
shots  at  him,  and  those  he  had  with  him; 
sfrrr  which,  with  drawn  swords,  they  beat, 
bniismi,  and  threatened  to  kill  him,  if  he 
would  not  swear  norer  to  dissipate  conyen* 
(irloM }  which  he  haying  refbsed  according 
to  liiN  duty,  thi*y  mortally  wounded  him, 
mill  Homo  that  wf?re  with  him."     This,  no 
iliiiilH,  w  iw  rpjirwirnlrd  1  but  it  in  odd  how 
It  I'iMilil  till  linllovod  by  tho  counoil.    lie  was 
lillflifiMl  ttiiil  liont,  ImiI  r»r  mortal  wounds,  it 
Irt  H  iiiti*M  niiutuvntlnn.     W«  Imvo  alriNidy 
tiol  Mllli  n  Mtoiy  nl'tlilN  imtnrt«  trmii|)«»dup 
III  i  hihIhIim,  tliiiii||li  wUU  limH  irniutiil  timu 
iiiiM  liMf,  Hiiil  Hit  uliiilt  aiiim  lliid  I  lilt  nii\it>r 
mil  tiiiHiii,  mill  itN  vtiili'iit  MM  itvttr.     I  sni 
iM>ll  iii«Mii»i.i|  iIiIn  liimiiiiikv  feiiiiMl  lliuii.   Two 
ifi  lliii  1:  |m:(miiin  II  liiim  tliK  iiii\|iii'  liml  iNtou 
IimmI  ii)iiMi.  ittit  hfiiitii  liiitly  III*  iillior  t(»  glvo 
ItliM  M  liliil^  11^'  M  (luiivDiitirlH  iu  a  house 
iiIm^iu  limy  11  fin;  hu  took  it,  mid  utraight 
II Dill  lliiiiii  I  Hint  ivImiii  hd  OAine  iu,  he  was 
iiii|i.'iiil  I'l-ightuiiiiit  and  bctut,  and  threatened 
till  liu  |in»niiiiiid  never  more  to  be  so  vio- 
liMit  HKuiiist  uonveittiolos;  and  it  was  mere- 
ly a  |iiuee  of  private  revenge  for  personal 
ii^uries, 

1  lowever,  the  jest  and  affront  put  upon 
the  nu^or  was  carried  a  terrible  length  by 
the  council ;  and  to  show  that  every  thing 
was  made  a  handle  of  against  the  sufiering 
ministers,  I  have  annexed  an  act  of  council 
nmde  this  day,  where  they  order  lists  of 


harmless  fimulies  to  sore  straits,  many  of 
them  not  knowing  whither  to  flee. 

That  same  day  the  council  pass  a  veiy 
severe  act  against  such  as  are  denounced 
for  their  noneompearanoe,  in  processes  for 
conventides   and   nonconformity.      *<The 


•  ActifcmindkManh  1€<A,  1679. 

The  lords  of  his  mi^esty^  prl^  eouncil  haiv 
thonsfat  fit,  upon  seTmlweigii^eofiaidentioni^ 
hereoy  to  reouire  and  command  the  magistntes 
of  Edinborgn,  presently  to  take  up  a  list  of  the 
men  and  women  betwixt  sixty  ana  sixteen,  and 
to  deliver  the  same  in  to  tbe  council,  or  their 
committee  (which  lists  they  are  to  take  up  by 
constables,  or  such  other  persons  as  they  shall 
think  fit  to  emoloy.)    And  further,  the  bailies 
of  tho  said  bursn  are  hereby  strictly  and  peremp- 
torily reqatred  and  commanded  to  cause  thev 
ronstables,  or  any  other  for  whom  they  will  be 
answerable,  to  take  up  lists  of  the  names  and 
destsnatlons  of  tbe  haill  persons,  that  are,  or 
shall  bo  lodgpd  in  the  city  of  £<Unbargb,  each 
iilght :  and  that  the  said  constables,  or  others 
«>nii»loyfNl,  doliver  the  same  each  nirbt  to  the 
I?j'"K**m  ^*  respective  quarters  of  th?town,  and 
tl'.^Jri"?  *''  deliver  them  to  the  captain  of  tbe 
puard  before  ten  a  clock  at  night,  who  is  to  de- 
liver  them  nightly  to  the  major-gcocraL  or^ 

wh^  K  S  ''Tt  "J^'r.^*  ^"^f  ^ach  person-rname 

li^f  nff  th  *^"f  17*  reserving  the  b£lie  hfs  re- 
lindC^^^JnfK '""'  *"^  thiconstables  off  the 
thp  JL^^r?  r  i^^^l*"  concerned.  And  further, 
Sp  Si  /°/*^J  clo  hereby  require  and  command 
the  magisu^tes  of  the  said  buigh  of  Edinbunrh, 

mi^i^erV.''-^'''*"  jf "^  ^*""»«  «^  *U  «^ 
ministers,  fugitive  and  vacant  preachers,  and 

interrommiuned   persons,   Forth  oV  the  d^y  of 

o^^  "Jj.";^r'''  f "?  '^^''^^^  thereof,   betwixt^the 


gist  of  March  instant  next  ensuing,  under  the 
penalty  of  an  hundred  pounds  sterling,  for  each 
family  of  such  person  or  persons,  as  shall  be 
found  wiiLin  the  town  or  suburbs  thereof,  after 
the  said  day.     Extracted  by  me 
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lords  of  his  majesty^s  priyy  council  consider- 
ing that  the  late  schismatic  disorders  have 
(upon  freqnent  citations  before  the  council 
on  pain  of  rebellion)  increased  scandalously 
the  number  of  rebels,  and  the  offenders  ex- 
pect impunity  by  being  denounced  rebels, 
knowing  too  well,  that  they  cannot  be 
otherwise  punished  than  by  declarators 
upon  rebellion,  whereas  the  smallness  of 
their  estates  will  not  bear  the  charge,  nor ' 
will  the  nature  of  the  process  allow  so  long 
delay,  have  therefore  thought  fit  to  order 
his  majesty's  advocate  to  add  to  the  ordi- 
nary certification  of  rebellion,  that  the  per- 
sons to  be  cited  personally  shall  be  holden 
as  Gonfest,  and  fined  in  the  respective  sums 
appointed  by  act  of  parliament  in  case  of 
noncompearance,  and  that  the  council  may 
make  choice  of  either  of  the  certifications, 
for  the  peace  of  the  country  and  his  majes- 
ty's service,  as  they  shall  think  fit,  whore 
the  defenders  are  personally  cited."  The 
hardships  of  this  act  I  leave  to  the  gentle- 
men of  the  law :  it  seems  beyond  the  coun-  [ 
oil's  power  to  introduce  a  new  manner  of  I 
citation,  especially  when  so  captious  as 
this  is.  I 

Little  more  offers  till  the  beginning  of 
May,  unless  it  be  some  things  with  relation 
to  field  conventicles  in  April  this  year,  and 
the  barbarous  murder  committed  upon  the 
twentieth  of  that  month  near  Loudonhill. 
From  the  parcelling  of  the  soldiers  up  and 
down,  and  their  numbers  and  activity,  the 
keepers  of  conventicles  were  obliged  a  little 
to  idter  their  method.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  last  year,  some  ministers  began  to  with- 
draw from  preaching  with  their  brethren, 
with  whom  they  used  to  preach  in  the  fields 
formerly,  who  were  not  now  for  entering 
cither  upon  the  indulgence  or  cess  in  their 
sermons  to  vulgar  auditories,  and  drew  up 
with  the  young  preachers  I  have  formerly 
spoken  of,  and  continued  to  preach  together 
with  them  pretty  much  on  these  points  this 
winter  and  spring.  Some  papers  before  me, 
writ  by  some  of  that  side,  say,  that  field 
meetings  in  the  banning  of  this  year  were 
more  numerous  than  formerly,  and  many 
were  obliged  to  come  with  arms  to  defend 
themselves,  because  they  were  frequently 
attacked  by  the  soldiers  and  garrisons;  and 
for  iheir  safety  aa  well  as  harmony,  (he 


///. 


ministers  and  such  who  waited  upon  __ 
thero«  resolved  to  keep  as  close  to- 
gether as  might  be.  They  had  found  that  by 
preaching  in  separate  places,  and  scattering 
themselves,  they  were  very  much  weakened, 
and  the  soldiers  got  advantage  this  way  a- 
gainst  them,  and  sometimes  the  ministers 
were  in  hazard  to  be  seized,  and  several  of  the 
hearers  were  taken.  Therefore  they  deter- 
mined to  narrow  themselves  into  one  meet- 
ing in  such  places  which  stood  most  in  need 
of  the  gospel,  and  where  they  might  gather 
and  preach  in  the  greatest  safety.  Thus 
they  continued  for  twenty  Sabbaths  with- 
out intermission,  from  December  to  May. 
I  do  not  doubt  but  this  course  they  took 
tended  to  heighten  the  separation;  and 
when  they  were  alone  without  conversing 
with  others,  and  preaching  ynXh  persons 
more  moderate,  severals  who  joined  with 
them  did  heighten  the  breach,  and  screw  up 
matters  the  length  they  came  to.  Mean- 
while, Mr  Welsh  and  others  of  his  temper 
preached  in  other  places,  with  whom  there 
were  not  many  in  arms,  and  endeavoured 
to  calm  matters  as  much  as  might  be. 

Upon  the  30th  of  March  there  was  a  ser- 
mon and  large  meeting  at  Cumberhead,  in 
the  parish  of  Lesmahago,  not  far  from  Lan- 
ark. The  soldiers  hearing  of  it,  sent  a  good 
body  of  men  to  dissipate  them :  the  party 
understanding  the  numbers  of  the  meeting, 
and  how  well  many  of  them  were  armed, 
did  not  find  it  convenient  to  attack  them ; 
but  kept  at  some  distance,  and  satisfied 
themselves  with  rifiing  some  women,  who 
were  going  to  the  meeting,  of  their  plaids, 
bibles,  and  the  like,  and  seizing  some  men. 
This  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  meet- 
ing, a  good  number  was  sent  off  in  arms  to 
require  the  prisoners,  and  the  women's 
plaids,  &c.  The  commander  of  the  soldiers 
refused  both,  and  a  scuffle  ensued,  wherein 
the  officer  was  wounded,  and  some  of  the 
soldiers  taken  prisoners;  but  they  were 
soon  dismissed.  When  the  account  of  this 
came  to  Glasgow,  my  lord  Ross  and  the 
soldiers  there  marched  up  towards  Lanark, 
and  the  country  thereabouts  was  sore  hai^ 
assed  for  some  weeks. 

The  accounts  of  this  scuffift  CBSfi^ft  vti  \» 
the  council,  April  Srd,  \cty  raacV  ^^gEt**- 
>-atcd  :  "  and  they  order  l\vci  coti«ai«te\Qt^«t^ 
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for  assessment  in  the  shire  of  Lanark, 


to  meet  and  provide  hay,  straw,  and 
com  for  the  forces  to  be  sent  there  against 
some  rebels  who  have  Utely  appeared  in  arms 
about  Lesmahago,  where  it  seems  the  scuf- 
fle was ;  and  if  it  be  not  timeously  provid- 
ed, the  major-general  ii  allowed  to  give 
orders  to  tiUce  it  where  it  may  be  had,  upon 
paying  the  established  prices."  And  next 
day  they  appoint  the  earls  of  Marr,  Glen- 
cairn,  Linlithgow,  lord  Itoss,  the  advocate, 
and  several  others  as  a  council  committee, 
with  a  justiciary  power  to  sit  at  Lanark, 
and  examine  this  matter.  Their  commis- 
sion I  have  annexed.*     Accordingly  they 


met  April  25th,  and  made  a  most  dilignit 
enquiry,  and  were  not  unwilling  to  have 
found  some  of  the  country  people  guihy ; 
but  nothing  further  than  what  is  above 
could  be  found.  This  matter  will  appear 
best  from  their  own   report  which   thejr 


*  Commiuion  to  committee  at  Lanark, 
Edinburgh^  Ainil  Uh,  1679. 
Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  ^reat 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  ot  the 
foith ;  to  all  and  sundry  our  lieges  and  subjects 
whom  it  effeirs,  greeting.  Forasmuch  as,  we, 
with  advice  of  our  privy  council,  have,  in  prose- 
cution of  our  laws  and  acts  of  parliament  made 
against  field  conventicles,  these  rcndevouzes  of 
rebellion,  issued  forth  several  acts  and  orders  to 
oar  sheriffs,  and  other  magistrates,  and  the  offi- 
ces of  our  standing  forces,  and  particularly  for 
dissipating  any  numbers  of  people  convened  at 
these  field  conventicles;  and  in  case  of  resis- 
tance, to  pursue  them  by  force  of  arms.  And 
whereas,  upon  the  thirtieth  day  of  March  last, 
■ome  of  our  forces  quartered  in  the  shire  of  Lnn- 
ark,  being  informecl  of  a  numerous  field  conven- 
ticle kept  at  Cumberhead  in  the  parish  of  Les- 
mahago,  and  a  party  of  them  having  gone  to  the 
place,  and  required  them  in  our  name  to  dij»»i- 

Kte  that  unlawful  meeting,  the  said  persons 
ing  formed  in  companies  and  troops,  and 
armed  in  a  warlike  manner,  did  not  only  most 
viUanously  and  traiterously  refuse  to  dissolve, 
and  express  themselves  most  treasonably  against 
us  and  our  authority ;  but  invaded  and  assault- 
ed the  said  partv,  fired  upon  them,  and  wounded 
and  took  several  of  them  prisoners,  which  they 
kept  and  detained  during  their  pleasure;  and 
we  being  fully  resolved,  that  the  persons  guilty 
of  such  a  treasonable  attempt  and  rebellion,  shall 
be  proceeded  against  with  all  severity  according 
to  our  laws,  as  also,  with  all  those  that  have 
been  aiding,  abetting,  or  assisting  to  that  trea- 
sonable attempt,  and  that  a  search  shall  be  made 
after,  and  trial  taken  thereanent,  in  the  best 
and  expedite  manner  and  method  ;  and  consid- 
ering, that  the  same  may  be  done  most  conveni- 
ently upon  the  places,  and  that  the  extraordi- 
nariness  of  the  exigent,  and  our  most  special 
concern  therein  does  require  that  the  same  be 
gone  about  with  all  the  respoct  and  observation 
necessary :  we  therefore,  with  advice  of  the  lords 
of  our  privy  council,  do  hereby  nominate  and 
appoint  our  right  trusty  and  well  beloved  cou^ios 
and  counsellors,  Charles  earl  of  Marr,  earl 

of  Glencairn,  George  earl  of  Linlithgow  our 
major-general  and  commander  in  chief  of  our 
forces,  George  lord  Ross,  Charles  Maitland  of 
Ilnlton  our  treasurer-depute,  Sir  George  Mac- 


kenzie of  liosehaugh  our  advocate,  and  Richard 
Maitland  of  Duddop,  to  be  our  commissiooen 
to  the  effect  underwritten,  with  power  to  them, 
or  any  three  of  them,  to  meet  at  the  burgh  of 
Lanark,  the  twenty-third  day  of  April  instant, 
for  the  first  diet,  and  thereafter  to  appoint  their 
own  diets,  and  places  of  meeting,  with  power 
to  choose  all  members  of  court  needful,  issue 
forth  letters  or  precepts,  for  citing  of  parties  or 
witnesses  before  them ;  and  particularly  to  call 
before  them  the  sheriff-deputes  of  the  shire  of 
Lanark  (whom  our  council  has  formerly  in- 
structed to  examine  all  persons  dwelling  or  re- 
siding withiu  the  parishes  of  new  and  old  Monk- 
lands,  town  and  parish  of  Lesmahago,  town  and 
?arish  of  Lanark,  the  parishes  of  Carmichacl, 
'ittinan,  Carluke,  Dalserf  and  Douglas,  and 
ai^acent  parishes,  aneut  their  guilt  of,  or  acces- 
sion to  a  late  treasonable  attempt  and  combina- 
tion, and  upon  the  other  points  contained  in 
their  instructions)  to  give  an  account  to  them 
of  their  diligence,  and  the  depositions  of  the 
persons  compearing,  and  the  lists  of  the  absents, 
with  power  to  our  said  commissioners,  there- 
upon to  cite  before  them  any  heritors  or  com- 
mons they  shall  think  fit,  either  for  their  own 
guilt,  or  neritors  to  exhibit  their  tenants  living 
upon  their  ground,  who  appear  not,  and  to  be 
answerable  for  them,  and  to  proceed  against 
them  both,  or  either  of  them,  either  by  fining, 
confining  or  imprisonment,  conform  to  the  laws 
and  acts  of  parliament  of  this  kingdom,  and  par- 
ticularly the  6th  act,  parliament Srd,  king  James 
V.  and  144th  act,  parliament  12th,  James  VI. 
As  also,  with  full  }>ower  to  them  to  call  before 
them  the  sheriffs  principal,  other  magistrates, 
or  their  deputes  within  tlie  said  shire,  or  other 
shires  adjacent,  who  are  to  receive  and  obey  such 
orders  as  our  said  commiHsioners  shall  think  fit 
to  direct :  and  siklike,  to  call  to  their  assistance, 
such  of  the  standing  forces  or  militia,  as  they 
shall  think  fit,  and  to  give  such  orders  to  our 
major-general,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for 
our  service,  and  to  do  every  other  thing  requi- 
site for  prosecuting  of  this  our  commission,  as 
if  our  council,  or  a  quorum  of  them,  were  pre- 
sent, and  might  do  themselves;  jrroviitten,  to 
hold  firm  and  stable,  &c  And  since  we  are 
resolved  to  punish  this  attempt  in  a  most  exem- 
]>lary  manner,  we  have  thought  fit,  with  advice 
foresaid,  hereby  to  make  and  constitute  the  said 
earls  of  Marr,  Glencairn,  Linlithgow,  the  lord 
Ross,  treasurer- depute,  and  Richard  Maitland, 
our  commissioners  of  justiciary,  to  the  effect 
following,  with  power  to  them,  or  any  three  of 
them,  to  meet  at  Lanark,  or  any  other  place 
they  shall  think  fit,  and  to  aflSx  and  hold  justice 
courts,  issue  forth  precepts  ft>r  citing  assizes  and 
witnesses,  and  to  call  and  convene  before  them 
any  persons  guilty  of,  or  accessai-y  to  the  said 
treasonable  attempt  and  combination,  guilty  of 
rising  in  arms,  or  contributing  of  money  to 
maintain  men  as  S4ildicrs,  in  opposition  to  our 
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make  to  the  council  April  last,  n-hich  I  '  NewmilIl^  which  I  now  come  to  give  ^^^^ 
have  insert.*  some  narrative  of,  as  what  made  a 

The  reader  will  observe  that  they  take    Pfi^at  noise  at  thiK  time.     And  I  shall  g^ive  a 
notice  of  the  murder  of  two  soldiers  near    candid  and  fair  account  of  it  from  letters  writ 


authority,  and  to  put  them  to  the  trial  and  knnw- 
ledge  of  an  aMuxc,  and,  according  as  they  shall 
be  found  innocent  or  f^uilty,  that  thrycanse  ju*t- 
tice  lie  done  upofi  them  conform  to  the  laws  of 
our  kingdom;  with  power  to  them  to  create 
drrkss  Hiid  other  memlN>rs  of  court  needful,  and 
to  do  every  other  thing  in  the  preniis»e%  as  if  a 
quorum  of'^our  commissionen  of  the  Justiciary, 
who  onlinarily  meet  at  Edinhurgh,  were  per- 
sonally prewnt ;  and  onluin  our  said  commis- 
sioners to  report  an  account  of  their  diligence 
and  procedure  in  the  premisses,  to  our  council, 
betwixt  and  the  first  day  of  June  next,  or  sooner, 
if  they  find  canse,  for  their  approbation. 

Given  under  our  signet,  at  Edinburgh  the 
fourth  day  of  April  10*79,  and  of  our  ri'ign  the 
thirtieth  and  first  year. 

*  Hejiort  of  the  comnuttce  at  jMnarkj  A^ml 

The  report  underwritten,  of  the  commission- 
ers of  council  met  at  l^nark,  by  virtue  of  the 
comniimion  datfd  the  fourth  day  of  April  in- 
stant, being  read  in  council,  was  appro ven,  and 
appointed  to  be  recorded,  whereof  the  tenor 
follows. 

Lanark,  2bth  Ajml,  1G79. 

Your  lorilships  of  the  counril,  having,  for  fa- 
cilitating that  buKine^^  appointed  Mr  William 
Cochran,  and  Mr  William  Nimmo,  two  sheriff- 
deputes  of  the  sheriffdom  of  Lanark,  to  cau»e 
cite  the  haill  tenants  in  the  said  |mrish  of  Les- 
mahago  before  them,  as  also  in  these  adjacent 
paribhes,  viz.  the  old  and  new  Monklands,  town 
and  parish  of  Lanark,  parishes  of  Carmichael, 
Pittinan,  Carluke,  Dalsrrf  and  Douglas,  and  to 
examine  them  upon  their  guilt  and  accession  to 
the  said  violence,  and  to  have  their  report  in 
readiness,  to  be  considered  by  us  at  our  first 
meeting,  ijeveral  days  before  our  meeting,  we 
caused  issue  forth  summons  under  the  council's 
signet  Bgaiust  the  whole  herit4irs  within  these 
parishex,  to  appear  before  n^  ujNin  the  2Hd,  24th, 
and  85th  instant.  At  our  first  meeting,  we 
called  before  us  the  said  sheriff- deputes,  for  an 
account  of  their  proceilure  and  diligence,  who, 
by  their  report  subscribed  with  their  hands,  cave 
us  an  accouut,  that  they  had  caused  cite  the  haill 
tenants  of  these  parishes  to  appear  befitre  them  at 
Hamilton  and  I^nark,  upon  the  IHth  and  I8th 
da}**  of  this  instant,  whereby  we  find  that  very 
few  appeared,  and  thene  who  have  appeared, 
have  treed  themselves  by  their  oath,  so  that 
thereby  no  diitrovery  did  ariso,  but  do  find,  that 
the  Ktid  Hheriff-de|»utes  have  done  all  that  was 
pONHJble  for  them  in  i<o  short  a  time.  We  arc 
informed  that  the  feuara  of  the  parisli  of  Strnth- 
aven,  who  belonged  to  the  duke  of  Hamilton, 
were  persons  most  guilty,  who  were  not  insert 
in  the  fir^tt  letters,  but  there  being  a  great  multi- 
tude of  them,  it  was  not  possible,  iu  so  short  a 
time,  to  cite  them  before  us,  and  proceed  against 
them  In  the  commission ;  and  therefore  did  remit 
it  to  the  sheriff-deputes  to  proceed  against  them. 
In  the  tolbooih  ot  Lanark,  thf*se  following  per- 
sona being  pridouen^  viz,  WWium  Wvir  servant 


to  the  goodwife  of  llowhouses,  James  Bailie  of 
Glentewin,  Joseph  Thomson  chapman,  Chris* 
topher  Dirk  weaver,  and  tenant  to  Cur  house, 
William  Ca«iils  in  Douglas,  John  l*ttrk  in 
Lanark,  Francis  Hastie  there,  William  Lind- 
say iu  l*itti nan,  John  Williamson  in  Lesmahago, 
William  Inglls  in  Douglas, and  Uobert  Grahiuu 
there,  which  Robert  was  apprehended  at  a  con- 
venticle in  women's  clothes ;  and  we  being  in- 
formed, that  the  said  William  Weir  was  at  the 
oonventirle  at  Cumberhead,  and  was  one  of  those 
that  did  invade  and  wound  lieutenant  Dalxiel, 
we  were  rcsolve<l  to  have  pn)cessed  him  for  his 
life,  and  to  have  hangeil  him  for  a  public  example, 
and  to  have  founded  the  dittay  upon  the  4th  act, 
pari.  16.  James  VI.  anent  invading  the  kind's 
«ifl!rerB ;  upon  which  c4>nsideration  we  fenced  a 
justice-court,  and  called  him  before  us,  and  hav- 
ing examined  him  Judicially,  as  also  two  of  the 
drag«ions  as  witnesses  against  him,  it  could  not 
be  made  appear  that  he  was  either  in  arms,  or 
did  invade  or  strike  the  lieutenant;  but  it  was 
clear  that  he  did  take  hold  of  the  lieutenant's 
hort«e,  and  hindered  him  to  get  off,  and  gave  him 
ill  language,  so  that  we  could  not  be  able  to 
reach  him  upon  the  said  act  a^  to  his  life :  where- 
fore we  have  thought  fit  to  send  him  in  prisoner, 
to  be  disposed  upon  as  your  lordships  shall  think 
fit.  The  said  William  Casslls  being  taken  at  the 
said  conventicle  in  arms,  and  so  tailing  under 
the  compass  of  law  for  his  life ;  but  iu  regard, 
both  by  lieutenant  Dalziel's  own  declaration, 
and  otherwise,  it  was  made  appear  to  us,  that  he 
was  the  person  that  saved  the  said  lieutenant's 
life,  we  thought  It  not  fit  to  process  him,  but 
ordered  him  instantly  to  be  dismissed,  that  the 
whole  country  might  know  the  king  and  coun- 
cil's inclination  for  mercy  and  favour,  to  all  such 
as  give  any  countenance  or  assistance  to  author- 
ity, and  assist  any  of  his  majesty's  forces  when 
they  are  in  danger.  The  rest  of  the  persons 
prisoners  being  mean  and  inconsiderable,  and 
not  guilty  of  any  extraordinary  thing,  we  did 
remit  to  the  sheriff-deputes  to  proceetl  against, 
and  fine  them  according  to  law.  'llic  said 
James  Bailie  having  confessed  himself  to  be  at 
a  field-conventicle,  and  to  have  entertained 
strangers  at  his  house,  being  a  private  house, 
without  enquiring  what  they  were,  in  regard  he 
promised  to  live  orderly  hen^after,  and  nut  to  go 
to  conventicles,  we  ordered  him  to  be  set  at  li- 
berty, upon  caution  to  that  effect,  under  the 
pain  of  five  hundred  merks  Mies  quolk'S, 

The  heritors  in  the  several  parishes,  being 
called  u|iou  the  S3d,  924th,  and  S&th  of  April  in- 
stant, the  far  greater  part  of  them  were  absent, 
against  whom  the  certification  of  the  letter  was 
granted,  ordaining  them  to  be  denounced  fur 
their  contempt,  conform  to  the  rolls  and  execu- 
tions :  and  as  to  these  who  did  appear,  his  ma- 
jpftv's  advocate  declared,  that  he  restricted  the 
ibel  to  that  part  thereof,  that  they  themselves 
were  guilty,  accessory,  art  and  part  in  the  vio- 
lence committed  upon  iiis  majesty's  forces,  and 
instead  of  all  further  prubaUou,  T«fC«vT«A  \Vw^ 
verity  thereof  to  their  uulba;  \^iVv«  Ww^?^  v\\  <»^ 
them  solemuly  twoni  t\v«cuv»m,AU*!^'^^^^*  V>>^^* 


88 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


[BOOK  III. 


of  April,  agreed  upon,  and  by  three 
of  their  number  sent  in  the  f(4lowing 
letter  to  the  council,  which  I  am  well  in- 
formed, was  designed  both  to  ezoner  them- 
selves, and  to  be  a  preamble  to  an  intended 
address  to  the  king,  for  some  rtHkei  to  their 
burdens,  and  further  liberty  to  preabjterians. 

'  My  Lords, 

<  The  noblemen,  gentlemen,  and  heritors 
of  the  shire  of  Ayr,  underscribing,  being 
met  here  this  day,  by  the  knowledge  and 
allowance  of  several  of  the  lords  of  his  ma- 
jesty's privy  council,  having  heard  of  an 
horrid  murder  committed  upon  the  person 
of  one  of  his  majesty's  soldiers,  and  the 
wounding  of  another,  upon  the  borders  of 
this  shire,  as  also  of  some  armed  field  meet- 
ings of  some  numbers  of  the  commonalty, 
sometimes  in  one  place,  and  sometimes  in 
another,  upon  the  confines  of  this  and  other 
neighbouring  shires,  occasioned  by  a  few 
unsound,  turbulent,  and  hot-headed  preach- 
ers, most  part  whereof  were  never  minis- 
ters of  the  church  of  Scotland,  making  it 
their  work  to  draw  people  to  separation 
and  schism  firom  pure  ordinances,  and  instil 
in  them  the  seeds  of  rebellion,  by  their  in- 
formations, exhortatioBS,  and  doctrine,  as 
we  are  informed :  we,  in  the  sense  of  our 
duty  to  authority  and  religion,  and  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  this  kingdom,  have 
thought  it  fit  and  incumbent  upon  us,  in 
all  humility,  to  signify  to  your  lordships 
our  detestation  of,  and  dissatisfiiction  with 
these  horrid  and  dangerous  courses;  and 
we  shall  endeavour  not  to  be  wanting,  in 
our  capacities  and  stations,  in  any  thing 
that  becomes  good  christians  and  loyal  sub- 
jects. And  that  we  may  not  be  further 
troublesome,  the  earl  of  Loudon,  lord  Coch- 
ran, and  Sir  John  Cochran,  will  give  a 
fuller  account  of  the  matter  of  fiict,  which 
we  humbly  entreat  may  be  communicated 
to  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council, 
from, 

*  My  lords,  your,  &c.* 

It  is  very  certain,  that,  about  this  time, 

matters  were  running  to  sad  heights  among 

the  armed  followers  of  some  of  the  field 

meetings.     Whether  the  information  here 

M0  to  their  doctrine  was  true,  I  do  not 


know;  but,  as  fieu*  as  I  can  learn,  there  was 
yet  no  disoDi-ning  the  king's  authority, 
though  it  was  some  of  these  the  gentlemen 
point  at,  who  afterwards  did  come  this 
length:  and,  until  this  spring,  nothing-  of 
unsafe  doctrine  could  be  at  all  chaiged  upon 
field  preachers,  and  it  was  but  some  few 
run  this  way  either.  Indeed  separation  and 
schism  from  the  indulged,  was  now  violent- 
ly inculcate:  and  at  one  of  the  meetings 
this  month,  the  letters  before  me  bear,  that 
Robert  Hamilton  spake  publicly  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  discharged  any  hearers  of  the  in- 
dulged, any  banders,  or  payers  of  cess,  to 
join  with  them,  or  bring  any  arms  with 
them.  One  of  them  cried  out,  ^  We  are  all 
almost  cess  men ;"  and,  after  some  confusion 
among  them,  Mr  Richard  Cameron,  who 
preached  that  day,  settled  the  matter,  by 
telling  Mr  Hamilton,  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  pui^e  the  meeting  that  day :  yea, 
some  of  them  did  openly  threaten,  Uiey 
would  insult  the  indulged  ministers,  if  they 
met  with  them ;  upon  which  some  of  these 
found  it  needful  to  retire  from  their  houses. 
These  things  did  miserably  distract  and  dis- 
temper some  of  the  common  people  in  the 
places  where  they  haunted  most,  and  this 
same  spirit,  as  we  shall  hear,  perfectly  broke 
the  people  who  met  together  before  Both- 
well  ;  and  indeed  the  imposition  and  violent 
exaction  of  the  cess,  and  carriage  of  the 
soldiers  through  the  winter  and  spring, 
mightily  rankled  people's  spirits.  However, 
there  was  no  formed  rising  till  June. 

Having  thus  candidly  given  an  account 
of  the  state  of  things  during  the  beginning 
of  this  year,  I  shall  now  end  this  section 
with  some  few  hints  from  the  council  re- 
gisters. '  April  drd,  the  council  being  in- 
formed, that  Andrew  Kirkaldy  at  the  south 
ferry  of  Dundee,  his  wife,  and  several  other 
persons  about  that  place,  arc  guilty  of  de- 
forcing a  party  that  were  appointed  to  trans- 
port the  person  of  Mr  Walter  Denoon  from 
sheriff  to  sheriff,  till  he  came  to  the  tolbooth 
of  Edinburgh,  the  sheriff-deputes  of  Fife 
are  ordered  to  call  them  before  them.'  Mr 
Denoon  was  a  worthy  presby  terian  minister 
in  the  north,  and  I  have  no  further  about 
him. 

Next  day  a  letter  is  read  in  council  from 
his  majesty,  "  thanking  them  for  their  care 


CHAP.  I.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


39 


of  the  peace  of  the  Highlands,  and  approT- 
in^  all  they  had  done,  particularly  the  pru- 
dent management  of  the  earl  of  Argyle,  and 
allowing  them  to  make  use  of  the  army  for 
farther  suppressing  of  disorders  there.** 
And  upon  the  td'elfth  the  council  grant  a 
commission  to  the  earl  of  Argyle  for  the 
further  securing  the  Highlands.  '*  Whereas 
upon  the  discovery  of  a  horrid  plot  in  Engt- 
land,  all  papists  were  ordered  to  he  disarm- 
ed: hut  the  lord  Macdonald,  and  seyeral 
gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Maclean,  hare 
disobeyed  several  missives  of  the  council  to 
disarm  themselves,  and  compear  at  Edin- 
burgh, therefore  the  council  grant  commis- 
sion to  Archibald  earl  of  Argyle,  to  disarm 
and  reduce  the  said  lord  Macdonald,  Kep- 
poch,  Maclean  of  Torlaish,  Maclean  of  Ard- 
gower,and  Maclean  of  Brolus,  or  any  others 
suspect  of  popery.*' 

Upon  the  4th  of  April,  the  council  ap- 
prove the  report  of  the  committee  for  pub- 
lic affitirs,  **  That  Andrew  Kinnier,  an  in- 
tercommuned  person,  now  a  prisoner,  be 
processed ;  that  the  horse  taken  with  him 
be  kept  by  the  soldier  who  took  him ;  that 
he  be  fined  in  500  pounds,  and  the  horse 
price  allowed  in  the  fine :  that  whereas  Mr 
Thomas  Ramsay,  minister  at  Mordington, 
connived  at  in  preaching  there,  hath  per- 
mitted several  vagrant  preachers  to  preach 
in  his  pulpit,  and  that  several  other  indulg- 
ed ministers  have  done  the  same,  that  the 
said  Mr  Ramsay,  and  others  guilty,  be  pro- 
cessed for  the  same,  and  turned  out ;  that 
William  Douglas  of  Mortoun  be  joined  as 
depute  in  the  shires  of  Dumfries  and  An- 
nandale.'* 

The  council,  April  12th,  nominate  a  com- 
mittee to  meet  in  time  of  vacance,  and  up- 
on emergent  occasions  to  give  orders  to 
magistrates,  and  the  officers  of  the  army, 
and  secure  suspected  persons.  They  are, 
**  The  archbishops  of  St  Andrews  and  Glas- 
gow, the  earls  of  Murray,  Linlithgow,  and 
Strathmore,  the  bishop  of  Oalloway,  lord 
Elphinston,  treasurer-depute,  register,  ad- 
vocate, lords  Collinton  and  Maitland,  the 
lairds  of  Lundin  and  Tarbet,  or  any  three 
of  them :  M'ith  power  to  issue  such  orders 
aa  they  think  fit,  for  executing  the  laws  as 
to  the  public  peace,  and  particularly  those 
Rgainst  convfinticleti,  and.  other  digordern, 


with  power  to  call  before  the  conncil 
themselves,  noted  delinquents,  se- 
cure their  persons,  examine  witnesses  and 
parties  upon  oath,  pronounce  sentences  and 
decreets  against  guilty  persons,  and  give  what 
orders  they  shall  find  needful  to  sherifis,  ma- 
gistrates and  officers  of  the  forces,  and  gene, 
rally  to  do  every  thing  for  the  public  peace ; 
with  power  to  nominate  a  committee  of 
themselves  by  turns  to  perform  what  is 
committed  to  them,  with  full  power  to  call 
the  council,  and  to  issue  out  orders  for  dis- 
covering any  powder  or  lead  lately  brought 
into  the  kingdom.'*  Remarks  have  been 
made  before  upon  such  committees  as 
this ;  and  their  quorum  of  three  being  im- 
powered  to  subcommit  such  powers  as  they 
are  vested  with,  is  perfectly  unaccounta- 
ble. 

After  the  report  of  the  abovenamed  com- 
mittee at  Lanark,  May  1st,  the  council  be- 
ing alarmed  with  the  accounts  brought 
them  of  the  armed  field-meeters,  pass  the 
following  act.  ''  The  lords  of  his  nuyesty's 
privy  council  considering,  that  it  is  notour, 
that  there  is  a  party  who  continue  in  arms, 
and  follow  Welsh,  Cameron,  and  some  other 
of  their  accomplices,  at  their  several  field 
conventicles,  do  therefore  give  warrant  to 
the  earl  of  Linlithgow,  major-general,  and 
commander-in-chief  of  his  majesty's  forces, 
to  order  a  commanded  party  of  his  majes- 
ty's forces,  horse,  foot,  and  dragoons,  to 
prosecute  and  follow  that  party,  into  what- 
somever  place  Welsh,  Cameron,  Kid,  or 
Douglas  keep  their  field-conventicles,  or  any 
other  whom  that  standing  party  follows ; 
with  power  to  the  conunander  of  that  party 
to  give  money  for  intelligence  where  those 
conventicles  arc  appointed,  that  thereby 
they  may  be  able  to  seize  and  apprehend 
such  as  shall  be  found  at  the  said  conventi- 
cles ;  and  in  case  of  resistance,  to  pursue 
them  to  the  death  ;  declaring  the  said  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  shall  not  be  called  in  ques- 
tion therefore  civilly  or  criminally.  And 
recommend  it  to  the  earl  of  Linlithgow  to 
muster  his  majesty's  forces,  and  see  they 
be  full  and  ready  for  action.'*  The  exeai- 
tions  of  these  orders,  as  we  shall  hear,  gave 
the  beginning  to  the  rising  in  June.  I 
shall  only  further  oAjserve,  I^l^tW  ^t^,'^*^- 
liam  Carmichael,  shefiff-^ei^uXft  oi  YSX^s.  V^ 
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appointed  bj  the  couhgiI  to  proceed 
*  against  persons  guilty  of  cooTenticles 
and  snch  disorders,  in  the  parishes  of  Kin- 
ross, Orwal,  and  Cleish.  It  was  this  violent 
man*s  oppressing  the  country  thereabout, 
which  proToked  several  persons  to  essay  to 
put  a  stop  to  his  extravagancies;  and  miss- 
ing him,  they  fell  upon  the  archbishop  of 
St  Andrew's.  This  remarkable  incident  is 
the  subject  of 


SECT.  III. 

Of  the  violent  death  of  the  archbishop  of 
St  Andrews,  Saturday,  May  3d,  1679. 

The  violent  taking  away  of  the  life  of  that 
bitter  persecutor,  Mr  James  Sharp,  at  this 
time  archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  is  a  subject 
not  a  little  misrepresented  by  tory  writers, 
and  what  was  the  occasion  of  much  re- 
proach to,  and  persecution  of  presbyterians ; 
I  cannot  therefore  pass  it  altogether,  but 
shall  endeavour  an  impartial  and  just  account 
of  matters  of  &ct  relative  to  it,  not  with 
any  design  to  vindicate  the  action,  actors,  or 
circumstances  of  it,  which  I  freely  own  I 
do  not  approve,  and,  as  much  as  any,  do 
heartily  abhor  all  assassinations,  with  the 
principles  which  lead  thereunto ;  but  only 
to  let  my  readers  into  a  just  view  how  this 
matter  really  stood,  which,  as  far  as  I  have 
seen,  hath  not  been  yet  done,  and  this  is  my 
work  as  an  historian. 

This  bloody  and  perfidious  man  was  cut 
off,  and  came  to  this  fatal  exit  by  no  pre- 
meditated and  formed  design ;  but  circum- 
stances offering  an  occasion,  it  was  very 
suddenly  given  into :  and  however  this  pre- 
late, in  the  opinion  of  many,  deserved  such 
a  fate  as  Laud  the  archbiihop  of  Canter- 
bury met  with  at  London,  if  justice  had  got 
its  free  course;  yet  as  the  actors  had  no 
power  of  the  sword,  nor  were  in  any  pub- 
lic judicative  capacity,  so  whatever  be  talked 
and  writ  of  former  lists  of  persons  who 
were  to  be  killed,  and  inquiries  the  night 
before  about  him,  yet  I  am  well  assured  the 
people  concerned  had  not  the  least  view 
of  this,  or  any  design  this  way,  till  the  ac- 
counts of  his  being  near  them  were  brought 
to  them.     And  though  it  does  not  vindicate 


the  fact  at  all,  yet  it  deserves  notice,  that 
after  the  most  diligent  and  exact  search,  and 
the  most  fervent  endeavours  to  come  at  the 
actors,  yet  none  who  had  any  active  share 
in  this  matter  were  ever  apprehended.  The 
four  men  executed  on  this  score  at  Migiis- 
muir,  as  we  shall  hear,  were  no  wiso  oon- 
cemed  in  this  murder,  and  the  laird  of 
Rathillet  was  indeed  taken  and  executed; 
but  though  he  was  present,  he  peremptorily 
declined  acting  in  the  affiur.  Andrew 
Ouillan  was  likewise  present,  but  was  not 
at  all  active. 

It  is  without  the  least  shadow  of  reason, 
that  the  fact  is  chai^d  upon  the  body  of 
presbyterians,  who  neither  knew  any  thiog 
of  the  matter  till  it  was  over,  nor  reckoned 
themselves  bound  to  approve  of  it  when 
done.  It  is  very  true  some  of  them  under 
their  heavy  sufferings,  refused  to  declare  it 
a  murder,  and  gave  reasons  for  their  so 
doing,  which  want  not  their  own  weight; 
and  though  they  had  less  than  they  really 
had,  in  such  circumstances  and  under  such 
pressures,  yet  this  will  never,  to  any  judi- 
cious person,  ^  the  charge  upon  the  gen- 
erality of  suffering  people  and  presbyterians, 
which  their  spiteful  accusers  draw  from  it 
The  matter  is  evident,  multitudes  of  cases 
fall  in,  wherein  persons  may  be  very  clear 
afl  to  what  they  would  do  in  their  own 
practice,  and  yet  not  knowing  all  circum- 
stances, they  neither  will  nor  can  peremp- 
torily judge  of  the  practice  of  others :  and 
in  the  general  it  is  plain,  there  are  cases 
wherein  a  person  may  have  such  evidences 
of  the  lawfulness  of,  and  reasons  for  doing 
a  thing,  which  may  be  sufficient  to  himself, 
and,  if  known  to  others,  for  his  justification; 
and  yet  both  in  their  nature  and  circum- 
stances these  may  be  unknoB'n,  yea,  in- 
communicable to  another.  I  do  not  say 
this  was  the  case  here;  but  I  say  the  re- 
flection upon  this  appeared  a  strong  reason 
to  many,  not  peremptorily  to  declare  them- 
selves upon  this  head.  And  in  such  cir- 
cumstances, a  person  who  is  really  tender 
as  to  what  he  does  and  says  in  public,  may 
be  at  a  stand,  and  refuse  positively  to  con- 
demn even  a  thing  he  does  not  approve, 
yea,  he  must  judge  it  the  safest  course  to 
leave  the  determination  to  that  day  when 
the  secrets  of  all  hearts  shall  be  revealed, 


HAP.  I.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


41 


A  to  judge  nothing  before  the  time.  But  I 
ter  all,  by  fiu-  the  greater,  and  the  moet 
lowing  part  of  presbyterians,  yea,  of  suf- 
rera,  did  disapproye  of  the  action,  and  yet 
imbly  adored  the  righteousneM  of  the 
ird's  way  with  this  ill  num. 
I  have  formerly  waved  a  character  of 
m,  and  by  this  time  the  reader  will  be  in 
se^  from  the  matters  of  fact  narrated,  to 
rm  one  for  himself.  I  shall  only  here  re- 
■rk,  that  in  the  manner  of  his  death,  the 
shop's  dream,  while  at  the  uniyersity, 
hich  was  known  and  generally  spoken  of 
any  years  before  this  incident,  was  very 
ainiy  accomplished,  as  the  former  steps  of 
la  life  had  fiilfilled  some  other  branches  of 
,*  By  his  death  itself,  new  and  cruel 
"cgects  were  disappointed,  which  had  been 
•nned  against  presbyterians.  We  shall 
terwards  find  that  the  last  thing  he  did  in 
rancil  was  the  voting  and  pushing  a  very 
olent  proclamation  upon  the  first  of  May; 
id  upon  Tuesday  the  6th  of  May,  he  was 
»  have  taken  journey  to  court,  to  have 
lade  his  representations  there,  and  used 
ii  interest  for  more  vigorous  and  cruel 
lethods  against  the  sufferers.  When  Saul 
as  breathing  out  cruelty,  he  was  cou- 
nted ;  but  this  apostate  went  to  his  place- 
laving  premised  these  things,  I  come  now 
»  give  a  short  narration  of  the  matter  of 
«t,  as  it  appears  to  me  from  several  papers 
sfore  me,  writ  at  this  time,  from  a  narra- 
on  of  it  a  person-of  very  good  sense  and 
■edit  had  from  the  mouths  of  some  who 
ere  present,  and  a  pretty  large  account 
nder  the  hand  of  one  of  the  actors ;  and  I 
oipe  it  will  be  the  fidlest,  as  well  as  the 
lirest  that  hath  been  yet  given. 


*  This  dream  wu  shortlv  this: — that  while  a 
ndent  at  the  college,  lying  in  bed  with  liis 
imrade,  he  fell  into  a  loud  laughter  in  his  aleep, 
id  being  awalcened  by  his  Ded>fellow,  who 
iked  him,  what  he  laughed  so  much  for?  re- 
vned  answer,  that  he  hi^  dreamt  that  the  earl  of 
rawfurd  had  made  him  parson  of  Crail.  Again 
I  another  night,  he  laughed  in  his  sleep  still 
lere  loudly,  when  being  awakened  in  like  man- 
ar,  he  said  he  had  dreamt  he  was  in  paradise, 
I  the  king  had  made  him  archbishop  of  St 
jidrews.  Lastly,  he  dreamed  a  thini  time, 
id  was  in  greM  agony,  crving  bitterly,  when 
dog  awakened  as  formerly,  he  said  he  was 
Piuning  a  rery  sad  dream,  that  he  was  driving 
I  a  eoadi  to  ha),  mad  tbat  rerjr  faMt^^See  Khrk" 


Last  year,  and  the  beginning  of  this, 
the  shire  of  Fife  had  been  mightily  ha- 
rassed and  persecuted.  The  jnimate  Was  much 
fretted  to  have  field-meetings  just  under  his 
nose,  and  presbyterian  ministers  and  people 
lurking  so  near  him,  and  sometimes  appear- 
ing just  under  his  eye.  Besides  the  sheriflb 
their  deputes,  and  others  appointed  by  law, 
to  look  after  oonventicles  up  and  down  the 
country,  the  prelates  in  many  places  got 
others  joined  to  them,  with  equal  powers 
from  the  council,  or  some  counsellors,  espe- 
cially if  the  executors  of  the  law  were  leas 
cruel,  and  any  way  moderate  in  their  tem- 
per, and  where  the  presbyterian  way  was 
recovering  ground.  No  doubt  the  arch- 
bishop would  not  fail  to  cast  a  pattern  to 
others  in  the  shire  of  Fife.  Accordingly 
by  a  commission  from  council,  as  we  have 
seen,  William  Carmichael,  a  bankrupt  mer- 
chant, and  once  a  bailie  in  Edinburgh,  is 
impowered  in  that  shire,  to  seek  for  and 
persecute  all  nonconformists  and  intercom- 
muned  persons;  this  he  owed  entirely  to 
the  primate,  who,  as  a  privy  counsellor, 
added  instructions  and  powers  to  summon, 
fine,  imprison,  poind,  spulie,  and  unlaw  all 
who  absented  from  the  church,  and  were  at 
house  or  field  conventicles.  This  man  is 
said  to  have  spent  any  thing  he  had  of  his 
own  in  riotous  living,  and  greedily  enough 
embraced  this  post  for  a  livelihood,  and  con- 
tinued, while  in  it,  most  profane  and  pro- 
fligate :  this  qualified  him  the  better  to  be  a 
tool  for  carrying  on  the  archbishop's  de- 
signs; and  not  satisfied  with  going  the 
length  of  his  fellows  in  that  work  and  the 
council's  conmiission,  he  went  much  further, 
as  the  best  way  to  make  up  his  broken  for- 
tune, and  recommend  himself  to  his  patron. 

It  would  be  endless  to  narrate  all  his 
cruelties  and  oppressions.  Besides  his  ap- 
prehending, fining  and  imprisoning  multi- 
tudes, and  poinding,  harassing  and  plunder- 
ing them,  it  was  his  custom  to  seize  servants, 
and  put  fiery  matches  betwixt  their  fingers, 
and  torture  them  many  various  ways,  till 
they  should  discover  where  their  masters 
were,  or  any  thing  belonging  to  them ;  fre- 
quently also  he  used  to  beat  and  abuse 
women  and  ohildren  to  make  \\i«i!i  \w^^tisl 
against  their  Imsbanda  axk^  ^atwiV^  \sjwa!- 
merable  more  crueVticft  asi^  -n^X^aRK*  «wi 
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charged  upon  him,  besides  rapes,  adul- 
'  teries,  and  other  abominable  wicked- 
nesses in  informations  before  me.  And  mat- 
ters now  stood  so»  that  no  legal  method  of  re- 
dress finomsneh  hardships  oonld  be  expected : 
all  doors  were  shot;  and  this  heary  oppres- 
sion pot  people  upon  measores  they  would 
have  been  perfectly  ayerse  to,  under  a  limit- 
ed and  well  regulate  goTemment ;  therefore 
seyeral  of  the  wanderers  of  this  shire,  who 
were  hiding  the  best  way  they  could,  and 
keeping  together  in  dozens  and  half  dozens 
in  arms,  where  they  might,  haying  their 
spirits  fretted  with  their  own  hazard  and 
harassings,  together  with  the  heavy  circum- 
stances of  their  families  and  friends  from 
this  merciless  persecutor,  resolved,  if  pos- 
sible, to  rid  themselyes  of  him,  at  least  to 
fright  and  threaten  him,  so  as  they  hoped  he 
should  leave  Fife,  and  they  be  freed  of  him, 
and  for  this  purpose  fixed  upon  the  third 
day  of  May,  when,  as  they  were  informed, 
he  was  to  be  at  the  hunting. 

Meanwhile  bishop  Sharp  had  been  some 
days  in  Edinbui|^  putting  things  in  order 
for  his  going  up  to  court :  he  had,  upon 
the  first  of  May,  got  the  proclamation 
anent  arms  (published  May  14th)  passed  in 
council  with  some  struggle ;  and  May  2d, 
in  the  afternoon,  he  went  over  the  Firth, 
and  came  to  captain  Seton's  house  in  Ken- 
noway,  where  he  lodged  all  night  If  any 
body  came  that  night  to  Kennoway  inquir- 
ing about  him,  as  the  printed  accounts  by 
the  prelatic  party  say,  I  am  assured  it  was 
none  of  the  people  who  fell  in  with  him  to- 
morrow. May  3rd  he  went  homeward  to 
St  Andrews,  and  took  Ceres  in  his  way, 
stopped  there,  and  smoked  a  pipe  with  the 
episcopal  incumbent 

The  persons  before  spoken  of,  nine  in 
number,*  some  of  whom  were  gentlemen  of 
good  families,  being  fond  of  a  meeting  with 


*  Rassel  mentions  twelve :  riz.  Dsvid  Hack- 
tton  of  Rathillet,  John  Balfour  of  Kinloch, 
Jnmet  Runel  in  Kettle,  George  Fleman  in  Bal- 
bathil,  Andrew   Henderson,  Alexander  Hen* ' 
derson   in    Kllbrarbmont,   William  Daniel  in  i 
Caddam,  James,  Alexander,  and  George  Balfour  I 

in  Gilston,  Thomas  Ness  in  P ,and  Andrew  ! 

Guillon.  p.  412  of  Kirkton.     Of  these,  how- 

ever,  three  seem  to  have  left  them  before  the  as- 

maalnatlon,  p.  414.     Depo9ltion  of  witnesses,  p. 


Carmichael,  came  abroad  pretty  early  upon 
the  Saturday  morning,  and  trmTened  the 
fields  up  and  down,  searched  the  hills  above 
Cupar,  and  some  other  plaoes,  for  some 
hours,  but  did  not  find  him.  The  mwoii  ef 
their  not  finding  him,  as  the  above  aooomlB 
bear,  was,  that  when  Garmichael  came  oat 
to  his  huntiud^  about  Scotstaibet,  a  shep- 
herd thereabout  advised  the  bailie  to  go 
home,  for  some  gentlemen  had  been  inquir- 
ing about  him,  at  him,  and  were  very  desi- 
rous to  meet  with  him :  and  Garmidiael, 
not  without  some  fear,  retumiii^  from  hit 
sport,  went  homeward.    They  continued 
searching  till  near  the  middle  of  the  day, 
and  by  this  time  they  were  come  about  a 
mile  to  the  eastward  of  Ceres ;  and  being 
wearied,  and  beginning  to  despair  of  meet- 
ing with  Carmichael,  they  were  just  talking 
together  of  parting  and  quitting  their  pio- 
ject,  when  a  boy,  a  servant  of  (Robert) 
Bhudc,  a  fitrmer  thereabouts,  came  up  with 
them,  and  informed  them,  that  the  aich- 
bishop's  coach  was  in  C«es,  and  within  s 
little  to  come  up  towards  Blebo-hole,  not 
fiu-  from  them.    This,  as  some  of  them  in 
their  accounts  say,  did  very  much  surprise 
them,  and  raised  many  thoughts  of  heart; 
the  incident  was  so  odd,  that  just  when 
parting,  and  giving  over  their  search  for 
the  servant,  the  master  should  fiill  into  their 
hands ;  that  when  they  had  missed  the 
enemy  they  were  looking  for,  their  ardi- 
enemy  and  fountain  of  all  their  woe  should 
fall  in  their  way.    One  of  them  said,  ^  It 
seems  he  ii  delivered  into  our  hands,"  and 
proposed  they  should  cut  him  off,  having 
such  an  occasion.    Mr  Hackston  of  Rathi^ 
let  opposed  the  motion,  as  being  a  matter  of 
blood,  and,  as  he  thought,  of  the  last  conse- 
quence to  this  nation  and  church,  and  what 
required  more  deliberation  by  fiu*.     But 
what  he  very  strongly  urged  vras  not  of 
weight  enough  to  stop  them  from  the  at- 
tempt    I  find  some  accounts  add,  that, 
after  reasoning  upon  this  head«  one  of  them 
prayed  for  conduct  and  direction ;  and  after 
that  Rathillet  told  them,  though  for  what 
he  saw,  they  seeemed  to  be  clear  to  go  on, 
yet  he  was  not  at  all  satisfied  in  his  own 
mind  anent  it  However  the  rest  went  for- 
ward in  their  desi^,and  he  would  not  part 
with  tbem. 
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In  their  going  towards  the  ooaoh,  one  of 
the  eoDi|Nuiy  prqraeed  that  some  one  ihonld 
take  the  leading  and  command  of  the  rett» 
and  that  thej  ihonld  exactl j  obey  hia  or- 
der* MiiateTer  fell  out,  and  Rathillet,  not- 
withstanding hn  opposition,  was  genendlj 
Bamedy  but  he  told  tiiem  there  had  been  a 
difference  betwixt  the  archbishop  and  him 
in  a  dTil  process,  wherein  he  reckoned  he 
waa  wronged  by  the  primate ;  and  though 
in  any  other  case  he  would  not  refuse  to 
do  them  all  the  service  he  could,  yet  by  no 
means  could  he  at  all  act  in  this  matter; 
and  he  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  very  im- 
proper, though  he  could  join  with  tiiem, 
that  he  should  command  them,  since  it 
would  give  the  world  ground  to  say,  that 
what  they  did,  was  from  personal  pique  and 
rerenge,  which  he  protested  he  was  free  of. 
They  all  declared  their  having  no  personal 
grange  at  the  man,  but  at  his  way  and  prac- 
tioe,  and  so  chose  another  of  their  number 
to  be  their  leader. 

By  this  time  they  were  come  to  a  little 
village  about  two  miles  from  St  Andrews, 
called  Magus,  near  to  which  they  descried 
the  bishop's  coach ;  whereupon  one  of  them 
upon  a  fleet  horse,  rode  up  to  the  coach,  to 
see  if  the  bishop  was  in  it  The  bishop 
notidng  him,  cried  out  to  the  coachman  to 
drive.  The  gentleman  hearing  this,  cast 
his  doak  frx>m  him,  and  pursued  at  full 
speed ;  the  rest  did  the  like,  and  came  up 
as  fiwt  as  they  could ;  only  the  person  who 
had  the  debate  with  the  bishop  kept  at 
some  distance,  and  did  not  at  all  engage 
in  the  action.  While  pursuing  a  little  this 
way  in  Magus-muir,  one  of  the  bishop's 
servants,  named  Wallace,  turned  upon 
them,  and  cocked  his  piece;  but  two  of 
them  coming  up,  soon  dismounted  him,  and 
took  his  carbine  from  him.  Meanwhile,  as 
the  coach  drove  furiously  away,  they  shot 
their  musquets  at  it,  but  could  not  stop  it, 
till  the  person  upon  the  fleet  horse  came  up 
to  the  coach,  crying  out,  ^  Judas,  be  taken.' 
The  primate  caJled  the  more  violently  to 
the  coachman,  *  Drive,  drive,  drive.'  The 
coachman  kept  off  the  gentleman's  horse 
from  him  with  his  whip ;  but  he  came  up 
with  the  postillion,  and  called  him  to  stop ; 
and  he  dri nq^  oa,  he  gtrack  bim  over  the 
Amd  wi'tb  M  sword,  and  dismounted  him. 


and  straightway  cut  the  traces  of 
the  coach,  and  stopped  it 

By  this  time  the  rest  were  oome  up,  and 
found  the  bish<^  and  his  daughter  in  the 
coach.  The  aq^tain  ordered  him  to  come 
out^  that  no  pnjudice  might  be&U  his 
daughter,  whom  they  would  not  willin^y 
hurt  This  he  refused,  whereupon  two  of 
them,  the  rest  being  taken  up  in  dismount- 
ing and  securing  the  servants,  poured  in 
their  shot  on  the  bishop's  body,  his  daugh- 
ter shrieking  and  weeping  most  bitteriy, 
and  were  mounting  their  horses  to  go  off, 
assuring  themselves  he  was  killed.  But 
one  of  them  heard  his  daughter  say  within 
a  little, '  O I  there  is  life  in  yet ;'  upon  which 
he  got  again  to  the  coach,  and  called  the 
captain,  and  the  others,  who  found  the 
bishop  safe  and  whole,  not  in  the  least 
touched.  Whereupon  the  captain  com- 
manded him  to  come  out,  and  some  dis- 
course passed  betwixt  theniy  which  I  shall 
set  down,  as  left  under  the  hands  of  some 
who  were  present  While  the  bishop  lin- 
gered and  cried  for  mercy,  the  commander 
said,  '  I  take  God  to  witness,  whose  cause 
I  desire  to  own  in  adhering  to  the  perse- 
cuted gospel,  that  it  is  not  out  of  any  ha- 
tred of  your  person,  nor  from  any  prejudice 
you  have  done  or  could  do  to  me,  that  I  in- 
tend now  to  take  your  life,  but  because  you 
have  been,  and  still  continues  to  be  an 
avowed  opposer  of  the  gospel  and  kingdom 
of  Christ,  and  a  murderer  of  his  saints, 
whose  blood  you  have  shed  like  water.' 
Another  of  them  said,  *  Repent,  Judas,  and 
come  out'  All  the  bishop  answered  was, 
'  Gentlemen,  save  my  life,  and  I  will  save 
yours.'  The  first  replied,  *  I  know  it  is  not 
in  your  power  either  to  save  us,  or  to  kill 
us ;  I  again  declare,  it  is  not  any  particu- 
lar feud  or  quarrel  I  have  at  you,  which 
moves  me  to  this  attempt,  but  because  you 
are  an  enemy  to  Christ  and  his  interest, 
and  have  wrung  your  hands  in  the  blood  of 
his  saints,  not  only  after  Pentland,  but  se- 
veral times  since,  and  particulariy  for 
your  perjury,  and  shedding  the  blood  of 
Mr  James  MitcheL  and  having  a  hand  in 
the  death  of  James  Learmont,  and  your 
perfidious  betraying  of  t\i«  c^\ix<^  o1  %ckAi- 
huid :  these  crimes,*  ad^ed.  \ie>  *  «A  ^&aX 
blood  cry  witU  a  loud  VQica  \tt  Yk«wf».  Vw 
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Teiigeaiice,aiid  we  are  thb  day  to  exe- 
*  cute  it'  And  again  he  ordered  him  to 
come  oat,  and  prepare  for  death,  judgment, 
and  eternity.  The  bishop  still  refused,  and 
cried  for  mercy,  and  offered  him  money  to 
spare  his  life.  The  captain  said, '  Thy  mo- 
ney perish  with  thee,'  and  told  him,  he  al- 
lowed him  time  to  pray,  and  commanded 
him  again  to  oome  out  The  bishop  still 
refused.  One  of  the  company,  at  some  dis- 
tance, cried,  '  Seeing  there  have  been  so 
many  lives  unjustly  taken  by  him,  for 
which  there  is  not  the  least  sign  of  repen- 
tance, we  will  not  be  innocent,  if  any  more 
be  taken  that  way.'  Then  one  of  them 
fired  a  pistol  at  him  in  the  coach,  which  it 
seems  did  not  touch  him,  and  another 
wounded  him  with  a  sword ;  at  which  the 
bishop  cried  out, '  Fy,  fy,  I  am  gone.'  Yet 
the  wound  was  not  mortal.  And  being 
again  called  to  come  out  of  the  coach,  he 
said, '  I  am  gone  already,  what  needs  more  ?' 
Then  they  stepped  near  him,  to  pull  him 
out ;  upon  which  he  cried, '  I  know  ye  will 
save  my  life,  I  will  come  out ;  and  accord- 
ingly came  out  And  being  again  pressed 
to  pray,  he  fell  upon  his  knees  before  the 
captain,  and  said, '  For  God's  sake,  save  my 
life,  save  my  life ;'  offering  him  money,  and 
promising  to  lay  down  his  episcopal  func- 
tion. The  commander  told  him,  he  had 
been  without  mercy,  and  needed  expect  no 
mercy,  and  he  could  not  spare  his  life,  and 
again  pressed  him  to  prepare  for  death,  and 
pray.  One  of  these  present,  Andrew  Guil- 
lan,  told  my  informer,  that  they  were 
stunned  to  see  his  carriage,  and  that  by  no 
means  would  he  be  prevailed  with  to  pray ; 
and  another  observes,  that  they  were 
mightily  surprised  at  his  obdurateness,  and 
that  there  was  not  the  least  sign  of  concern 
about  him  as  yet  This  Andrew  was  present, 
and  did  not  touch  him,  but  endeavoured  to 
secure  his  daughter  from  hurt  and  danger, 
when  she  would  interpose  betwixt  the  ac- 
tors and  him.  Instead  of  offering  to  pray, 
he,  seeing  Hathillet  at  some  little  distance, 
crept  towards  him  on  his  hands  and  feet, 
and  cried, '  Sir,  I  know  you  are  a  gentle- 
man, you  will  protect  me.'  Mr  Ilackston 
answered, '  Sir,  I  shall  never  lay  a  hand  on 
you ;'  and  rode  a  little  off,  for  all  this  time 
ie  did  not  alifrht. 


I  The  bishop  finding  this  art  to  fail  him, 
turned  to  them,  and  begged  they  might  save 
the  life  of  an  old  man,  and  promised  he 
would  obtain  them  a  remission,  it  being 
capital  to  attempt  the  life  of  a  privy  coon- 
seller.  The  captain  warned  him,  that  they 
would  not  spare  him  longer ;  if  he  did  not 
address  God  presently,  they  knew  what  to 
do.  The  bishop's  courage  still  continued, 
and  he  proposed  some  new  desire ;  upon 
which  they  discharged  another  shower  ef 
shot  upon  him,  whereupon  he  fell  back,  and 
lay  as  dead.  But  one  of  them  giving  him  a 
prick  with  his  sword,  he  raised  himself; 
then  they  began  to  imagine  shooting  would 
not  do,  and  the  commander  ordered  them 
all  to  draw  their  swords.  Andrew  Guillan's 
expression  to  my  informer  is,  that  upon 
the  sight  of  cold  iron,  immediately  his  cou- 
rage foiled ;  and  though  before  he  still  in- 
sisted in  his  petitions,  and  seemed  not  to 
regard  their  warnings  much,  yet  now -he 
made  hideous  and  terrible  shrieks  as  ever 
were  heard.  The  commander  seeing  no 
warnings  would  prevail  with  him  to  go 
about  any  thing  like  preparation  for  death, 
with  a  tthabbUf^  struck  him  on  the  face,  and 
one  of  his  chops  fell  down :  he  essayed  to 
speak  somewhat,  but  was  not  understood. 
They  redoubled  their  strokes  and  wounded 
him  in  several  places,  and  killed  him  out- 
right 

After  the  bishop  was  killed,  the  captain 
received  any  arms  which  the  servants  had, 
who  were  ^^^^  two  riders,  a  footman,  the 
coachman,  and  postillion.  He  ordered  them 
to  deliver  all  their  papers ;  they  said,  they 
had  none :  then  he  went  to  the  coach,  and 
got  a  little  trunk,  and  finding  nothing  in 
it  but  hoods  and  clothes  belonging  to  the 
bishop's  daughter,  it  was  set  in  again.  He 
found  another  little  box  with  papers,  which 
he  seized.  In  a  trunk  upon  the  coach  he 
found  a  few  more  papers,  and  a  large  bible 
full  of  fine  cuts,  and  the  pictures  of  Christ 
and  the  New  Testament  saints,  and  some 
passages  of  the  history  of  the  Bible  in  Tali- 
duce,  and  a  case  of  very  fine  French  pis- 
tols, all  which  they  took.  The  rest  of  the 
trunk    contained    clothes    and    furniture, 


*  *<  A  crooked  sword  or  hanger.**— Jameaoo't 
DicUonary. 
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which  they  did  not  touch,  taking  nothing 
but  papen  and  arms.  In  the  bishop*! 
pockets  the  J  found  neither  silyer  nor  gold, 
but  only  some  letters  and  papers,  and  a 
whinger  with  silver  roves,  and  knives  con- 
form. Several  of  the  forementioned  ac- 
counts bear,  that  they  found  on  the  bishop 
a  box  with  some  pistol-ball,  threads  of 
worsted,  and  other  odd  things  in  it,  which 
they  knew  not  what  to  make  of.  This  is  all 
I  have  met  with  as  to  the  material  circum- 
stances of  this  &ct,  and  I  have  given  it  as  I 
found  it  in  papers  which  are  writ  by  per- 
sons present  who  only  indeed  could  give 
accounts  of  this  matter ;  and  they  agree,  as 
far  as  I  can  learn,  with  the  accounts  which 
went  up  and  down  after  the  murder  was 
committed.  All  this  took  up  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  about  mid-day,  betwixt 
twelve  and  one  of  the  clock,  Saturday,  May 
3rd,  this  year.  As  they  went  off,  they  met 
a  man  very  well  mounted,  and  asking  him 
what  he  was,  he  answered,  one  of  my  lord 
St  Andrew's  servants,  whom,  it  seems,  the 
bishop  had  sent  off  to  pay  his  respects  to 
some  persons  about :  they  dismounted  him, 
took  his  arms  from  him,  and  drove  away 
his  horse  to  shift  for  himself,  as  they  had 
formerly  done  to  the  other  two  riding 
servants,  and  thus  rode  away  in  a  body 
to  a  place  three  or  four  miles  distant 
from  Magus-muir,  where  this  action  was 
done. 

The  actors  in  this  bloody  tragedy  could 
not  but  wonder  at  their  own  preservation, 
and  that,  when  this  fact  was  a  doing  in  the 
open  fields,  at  the  height  of  the  day,  in  this 
season  of  the  year,  and  so  many  pieces  dis- 
chai^d,  they  were  neither  interrupted  or 
discovered ;  and  this  was  the  more  strange 
to  them,  that  there  were  soldiers  Ijring  upon 
every  hand  of  them,  in  Largo,  Balchristie, 
Lademie  and  Cupar,  all  within  a  very  few 
miles  of  the  place,  beside  parties  of  troopers 
continually  ranging  up  and  down  the  shire; 
and  yet  they  got  off  without  observation, 
and  continued  together  till  night,  looking 
over  the  papers  they  had  got  Among  the 
papers  they  found,  these  are  the  most  consid- 
erable. A  gift  of  nonentries  of  several  gen- 
tlemen's estates  in  Fife,  and  elsewhere,  to 
Alexander  Leslie  of  Kinninvie,  with  instrac- 
tJOBS  and  mfarmations  bow  to  prosecute,  in 


(M'der  to  the  eviction  of  the  lands,  the  .  ^^ 
patent  of  the  bishopric  of  Dunkeld, 
in  favours  of  Mr  Andrew  Bruce  archdeacon 
of  St  Andrews;   several  presentations  to 
churches  whereof  the  king  is  patron;  in- 

!  structions  to  conjunct  deputies,  and  new 
gifts  of  the  heritor's  fines ;  a  paper  about 

I  popery,  whereof  a  full  account  could  not  be 

;  given  when  the  information  whence  I  take 
this  was  writ;  several  missives  and  other 
papers  of  no  consequence.    After  they  had 

I  looked  through  the  papers,  they  continued 
together  in  the  foresaid  house  till  the  even- 
ing, and  then  separated,  and  every  one 
shifted  for  himself  the  best  way  he  might 
This  is  the  best  account  I  can  give  of  this 
matter ;  and  in  the  matters  of  fact,  there  is 
a  concurrence  of  two  or  three  accounts  I 
have  seen,  none  of  which  that  I  know  of 
have  been  printed,  and  therefore  1  have 
given  them  at  the  more  length.  They  are 
indeed  all  upon  one  side ;  and  therefore,  in 
a  matter  of  this  nature,  which  only  can  be 
fully  known  by  balanced  accounts  of  both 
sides,  I  think  it  but  fair  the  reader  should 
see  what  is  said  upon  the  other  side.  As 
&r  as  I  have  noticed  what  is  printed,  there 
is  no  very  great  difference  as  to  matters  of 
£eu;t;  there  is  indeed  considerable  difference 
as  to  the  carriage  and  character  of  the 
bishop.  The  written  accounts  I  have  made 
use  of,  represent  him  as  most  averse  to  pre- 
pare for  death,  and  the  printed  accounts 
represent  him  as  a  saint  It  is  my  business 
to  give  matter  of  fact  as  I  find  it ;  and  there- 
fore, that  the  reader  may  have  the  other 
side  of  the  story,  I  have  insert  *  an  account 


•  Narrative  of  the  murder  oft/ie  archbisfiop, 

jmoiisfted  by  avUhority, 
On  the  third  of  May,  a  day  remarkable  in  the 
church  kalendar  for  the  invention  of  the  holy 
cross,  this  excellent  primate  found  bis,  and  I 
hope  obtained  his  crown,  Cxn  which  month  also, 
Henry  IV.  of  France,  ana  cardinal  Beaton,  one 
of  his  predecessors,  were  assassinated^  about  nine 
of  the  clock  in  the  morning  he  took  his  coach  in 
Kennoway,  a  village  ten  miles  distant  from  St 
Andrews,  where  he  lay  the  night  before,  accom- 
panied only  with  four  of  his  servants,  and  his 
eldest  daughter  in  the  coach  with  him.  About 
half  an  hour  before  be  was  attacked,  his  great 
soul,  it  seems,  presaging  what  came  to  pats,  he 
fell  on  a  most  pious  and  serious  discourse  to  his 
daughter,  giving  her  nucYi  p\ou»\i\%tcut\XQi««%tt^ 
directions,  as  he  would  havt  A«ti«,\t  uv«iv^\% 
death-bed,  whereunlo  «he  «^ve  *>xc\v  \««wnvviMi 
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.  .     of  tliifl  matter,  published  by  autbo- 

*  rity  and  order  of  the  priyy  oonnciL 

The  former  accounts  are  taken  jfrom  the 

actors'  and  reUtiona'  papers,  and  this  from 

the  bishop's  daughter  and  serrants,  and  I 


and  satisfactory  answer*,  that  he  embraced,  and 
formally  blessed  her :  afterward  coming  near  to 
a  farmer's  house,  called  Maros,  be  says,  '  There 
lives  an  ill-natured  man,  God  preserve  us,  my 
child.'  Within  a  very  little  time  after,  the 
coachman  perceiving  some  horsemen  on  the  spur 
after  them,  calls  to  ue  postillion  to  drive  on,  for 
those  men  had  no  good  in  their  minds.  My  lord 
finding  the  coach  run  so  hard,  looked  out  to  see 
what  the  matter  was,  and  then  perceiving  armed 
men  pursuing,  he  turning  to  his  daughter,  said, 

*  Lora  have  mercy  upon  me,  my  poor  child,  for 
I  am  gone :'  upon  which,  presently  three  or  four 
of  the  ruffians  fired  at  the  coach,  but  touched 
neither  of  them  In  the  coach;  the  coachman  pat 
faster  on,  and  outrun  the  most  part  of  the  rogues 
(my  lord's  own  servants,  of  which  the  best 
armed  was  wounded  in  the  head  by  a  sword, 
being  mounted  on  weak  hackney  homes,  had 
fallen  behind  before  this,  and  were  disarmed  at 
the  first  oominp;  up^  while  at  last,  one  of  the  best 
mounted  overhighed  the  postillion,  and  by  wound- 
ing him  on  the  face,  snooting  the  coach-horse 
which  he  led,  in  the  back,  and  cutting  him  in  the 
hams,  turned  the  coach  out  of  the  way,  and  gave 
the  rest  the  advantage  to  come  up.  Then  Uiey 
fired  again ;  one  of  tnem  had  his  pistol  so  near 
my  lord,  that  the  burning  calfing  was  left  on  his 
gown,  and  was  rubbed  off  by  his  daughter, 
which  wounded  him  two  or  three  inches  below  the 
right  clavicle,  in  betwixt  the  second  and  third 
rib,  and  then  another  of  them  on  the  other  side  of 
the  coach  run  him  upon  the  region  of  the  kid- 
neys with  a  small  sword  ;  thereafter  they  called, 

*  Come  out,  cruel  and  bloody  traitor,'  but  not 
anv  offered  to  lay  hands  upon,  or  drag  him  out 
of  nis  coach,  as  is  falsely  reported  in  the  relation, 
the  assassinates  being  all  yet  on  horseback; 
whereupon  most  composedly  he  opened  the  door 
of  the  coach  himself,  and  stepped  out,  and  then 
said,  *  Gentlemen,  you  will  spare  my  life,  and 
whatever  else  tou  please  to  do,  you  shall  never 
be  questioned  ror  it.'  They  told  him  there  was 
no  mercy  for  a  Judas,  an  enemy  and  traitor  to 
the  cause  of  Christ.  *  Well  then,*  said  he,  *  I  shall 
expect  none  from  you,  but  promise  to  me  to 
spare  my  poor  child,*  directing  his  speech  to  one, 
whom  it  is  suspected,  bv  his  looking  him  broad 
in  the  foce,  he  knew,  and  reaching  fmrth  his  hand 
to  him,  the  bloody  villain  starts  back  from  my 
lord,  and,  bv  a  mighty  blow,  cut  him  more  than 
half  throuffn  the  wrist :  then  said  my  lord,  *  I 
hope  ye  will  give  me  some  time  to  pour  out  my 
soul  to  God,  and  1  shall  also  pray  for  you ;'  and 

J  presently  falling  on  his  knees,  he  said,  *  Lord, 
brgive  tnem,  for  I  do :  Lord,  receive  my  spirit.' 
While  thus  praying  on  his  knees  (one  of  the 
traitors  standing  some  paces  off,  called  to  the 
rest,  *  Spare  those  gray  hairs*)  and  his  hands  lifted 
up,  they  struck  furiously  at  him,  and  wounding 
him  therein  in  three  places,  which  nevertheless 
he  kept  up  bleeding  to  heaven,  while  one  of  them 
cut  him  to  the  very  bone,  a  little  above  Uie  left 
eye,  whereupon  my  lord  said,  *  Now  you  have 
dpif0  the  turn; '  then  falling  forward,  he  stretched 


shall  make  no  reflections  on  it;  only  the 
matters  of  fact  formerly  related  in  thiii  hi^ 
toiy,  and  the  known  tenor  of  the  primate's 
actings  give  no  foundation  for  such  a  char- 
acter as  the  bishop  gets  in  this  paper. 


himself  out,  and  laid  his  bead  on  his  arm,  aa  if 
he  had  been  to  compose  himself  for  sleep,  wfaeo 
some  of  the  villains  from  their  horses,  and  othcfs 
a  foot  (having  alighted)  gave  him  about  fifteen 
or  sixteen  wounds  in  the  head,  and  in  effect  the 
whole  occipital  part  was  but  one  wound ;  after 
which  they  rifled  his  pockets,  and  took  some 
papers  out  of  them ;  and  so  mad  was  their  spite 
and  rage,  that  even  after  he  was  dead,  and  the 
murderers  gone  some  way  from  the  body,  one  of 
the  furious  and  bloody  assassins  returned,  and 
thrust  twice  or  thrice  at  him  with  a  sword. 
They  robbed  his  daughter  of  some  gold,   and 
other  things  she  had  In  a  little  box  (they  had 
wounded  her,  thrusting  at  her  father,  betwixt 
whom  and  them  she  had  interposed  herself,  by  a 
stab  in  her  thigh,  and  one  of  tier  thumbs)  then 
they  took  away  my  lord's  night  bag,  bible,  girdle, 
and  some  papers  of  moment :  they  also  robbed 
his  servants,  and  took  their  arms  from  them, 
and  then  went  awav  as  they  came,  and  eiicoun- 
tered  one  of  my  lord's  gentlemen  he  had  sent  off 
some  time  before,  to  salute  the  earl  of  Crawford 
in  his  name,  having  passed  near  to  hia  house : 
one  of  them  called  to  kill  him,  for  he  was  one  of 
Judas's  servants;    others  came  and  took  his 
papers  in  his  fore-pockets,  and  arma,  and  bid 
him  be  gone,  for  his  master  was  rone  home  be- 
fore him.     llie  place  where  this  horrid  murder 
was  committed,  is  called  M agus-muir,  within  two 
miles,  and  in  sight  of  the  town  of  ^t  Andrews, 
Thus  fell  that  excellent  prelate  (whose  charac- 
ter and  worthy  acts  deserve,  and,  no  doubt,  will 
find  some  excellent  pen)  by  the  handa  of  nine 
fanatic  ruffians :  that  they  were  so,  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  their  names  being  all  now  known,  and 
all  of  them  denounced  or  intercommuned,  for 
frequenting  field  conventicles,  and  the  known 
champions  of  that  party  in  the  shire  of  Fife ; 
besides  their  holy  sanctified  discourse  at  the  time 
of  their  bloody  actings,  shows  what  temper  of 
spirit  they  were  of.    1  have  done  with  my  rela- 
tion (attested  to  me  before  famous  witnesses  by 
my  lord's  daughter,  and  those  of  his  servants 
that  were  so  unfortunate  to  be  spectators  of  this 
execrable  villany)  when  1  have  observed  how 
ridiculous  the  author  of  the  pretended  true  one 
is,  where  he  endeavours  to  discover  the  occasion 
of  the  murder  of  the  archbifdiop  of  St  Andrews; 
for  what  need  was  there  of  any  thing  more  to 
provoke  them,  than  his  being  an  archbishop,  and 
the  primate  of  Scotland,  and  the  most  active,  as 
well  as  the  most  reverend  father  of  this  church? 
Was  it  not  for  this  reason,  that  he  was,  on  the 
streets  of  Edinburgh,  shot  at  by  Mr  James  Mit- 
chel,  while  in  his  own  coach?    Was  not  this  the 
reason  that  these  fanatic  books  from  Holland, 
both  some  time  ago  and  of  late,  marked  out  his 
sacrwn  caput,  as  they  termed  it,  and  devoted  him 
to  a  cruel  death,  and  gave  out  predictions  that 
he  should  die  so?  which  thev  easily  might,  being 
so  active  in  stimulating  and  prompting  instru- 
ments to  fulfil  their  own  prophecies. 

**  O  Lord,  how  unsearchable  are  thy  judg- 
ments, and  thy  waya  ^aat  ^ud\n%  out  I" 
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Some  other  acooonts  of  this  matter  I  haye 
leen,  which  I  shall  very  shortly  pass.  One 
ifas  printed  at  London,  a  few  days  after 
this  hud  was  done,  for  D.  M.  which  is  the 
lattest  and  most  insipid  account  I  ever  al^ 
Boat  saw  of  any  thing,  and  it  deserves  no 
iirther  notice.  Another  account  was  pub- 
ished  about  the  same  time,  intituled, "  A  true 
Eielation  of  what  has  been  discovered  con- 
ieming  the  Murder  of  the  Archbishop  of 
H  Andrews  ^'  wherein  this  murder  is  lodgw 
mI  upon  Rathillet,  and  his  brother-in-law 
Fohn  Balibur  of  Kinloch;  and  these  two 
lenons  are  represented  to  have  been  wrongf-  | 
)d  by  the  primate  in  some  civil  affiiirs,  and  ' 
70  have  murdered  him  in  pique.  This  pa- 
ler  was  answered  by  another,  intituled,  **  A 
slear  Discovery  of  the  Falsehoods  of  the  foi^ 
nor,"  wherein  indeed  the  matters  of  hct 
idvanced  in  the  former  seem  plainly  enough 
overturned;  but  when  this  is  done,  very 
ittle  light  is  brought  to  this  matter,  and 
Jierefore  I  say  no  more  of  it ;  only  it  ap- 
leara  to  me  undeniable,  that  Rathillet  was 
lot  actively  concerned  in  this  matter.  And 
la  to  John  Balfour,  thongh  it  be  true  what 
s  in  this  paper  asserted,  that  he  had  with- 
Irawn  from  ordinances  for  many  years, 
md  was  very  active  about  field  conventi- 
to;  yet  a  person's  doing  so  will  neither 
Bake  him  a  saint,  nor  make  the  people  he 
otna  himself  to,  chargeable  with  every 
lung  he  does :  and  I  cannot  find  that  this 
gentleman  had  ever  any  great  character  for 
viigion  among  those  that  knew  him ;  and 
iBoh  were  the  accounts  of  him  when  abroad, 
liat  the  reverend  ministers  of  the  Scots 
xmgregation  at  Rotterdam  would  never 
illow  him  to  communicate  with  them.  In- 
leed  upon  him  I  find  this  action  is  gener- 
Hy  apd  principally  lodged. 

A  third  account  of  this  matter  I  find  in 
hat  virulent  pamphlet  formeriy  spoken  of, 
ntitoled,  **  lie  Spirit  of  Popery  speaking 
mt  of  the  Mouths  of  phanatical  Protes- 
aats,"  London,  1680.  This  writer  hath 
ittle  of  &ct,  but  what  is  taken  out  of  the 
9iMincil*s  narrative :  he  adds  the  certificate 
if  a  physician  and  three  chimigeons,  who 
nq^ected  the  bishop's  body,  to  prove  they 
bimd  one  wound  below  the  right  clavicle 
>y  a  shot;  and  in  tfa^  mune  certi&cstte  tbey 
laofarv^  tAejr  fimad  three  wounds  in  bia  left 


1679. 


hand, '  which  might  have  proved  mor- 
tal,' though  he  had  had  no  other.  lam 
so  ill  a  physician,  as  not  to  understand  how  a 
wound  in  the  hand  in  itself  can  be  mortaL 
He  adds  the  names  of  the  murderers  in  red 
letters,  John  Balfour  of  Kinloch,  David 
Hackston  of  Rathillet,  George  Balfour  in 
Gilston,  James  Russel  in  Kingskettle,  Ro- 
bert Dingwall  a  jfarmer's  son  in  Caddam, 
Andrew  Guillan  weaver  in  Balmerinock, 
Alexander  Henderson  and  Andrew  Hen- 
derson, sons  to  John  Henderson  in  Kil- 
brachmont,  George  Fleming  son  to  George 
Fleming  in  Balboothy.  As  far  as  I  can 
learn,  Andrew  Guillan  was  only  called  by 
the  actors  to  look  to  their  horses,  or  some 
such  thing,  but  was  not  active,  though  pre- 
sent at  the  action.  Two  Hendersons  were 
afterwards  imprisoned  1682  on  this  account, 
and  let  go.  How  many  other  mistakes  are 
in  this  Ust,  I  know  not :  indeed  thb  writer 
hath  too  many  fiilse  hctg  and  blunders  for 
me  to  follow ;  neither  shall  I  consider  what 
he  pretends  to  bring  to  vindicate  this  lact 
from  presbyterian  writers, '  Knox,  NaphtaU, 
Jus  populi  vindicatum^  since  none  of  his  ci- 
tations came  at  all  up  to  this  case.  What 
follows  in  point  of  history,  anent  the  High- 
land host,  the  murder  at  Loudonhill,  and 
major  Johnston,  is  fidse,  and  his  misrepre- 
sentations are  already  taken  off  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  this  history. 

The  last  account  of  the  bishop's  death  I 
have  met  with  in  print,  is  in  the  **  Caveat  for 
the  Whigs,"  London,  1711,  part  L  p.  57 
wherein  all  the  spiteful  lies  any  where  pub- 
lished seem  to  be  cast  together.  It  would 
be  tedious  to  go  through  the  mistakes  of 
this  ill  natured  and  malicious  author  in  this 
matter.  What  he  talks  of  lists  of  persons 
to  be  murdered,  handed  about,  with  the 
archbbhop  on  the  head  of  them,  of  the  re- 
lenting of  the  assassinators,  their  trampling 
his  daughter,  and  many  other  things,  are 
unknown  to  such  who  were  present  The 
rencounter  was  certainly  undesigned,  till 
they  got  notice  of  the  bishop's  coming  that 
way ;  and  they  were  so  far  from  being  stir- 
red up  by  field  preachers  to  it,  that  they 
themselves  had  no  thought  about  it  till  the 
hour  in  which  it  was  done.  T\x«  clkovi^JASk 
temper  of  ihe  pnmale  aJt  \a&  ^M)i)l^  ^Vv^ 
this  writer  barangnea  w^\a  ^crj  vw»\^«^ 
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.  .     rily  denied  by  such  as  were  present, 
*  as  we  ha^e  seen ;  and  I  very  much 
jealouse   those   religious   expressions   are 
made  for  him. 

Thus  on  both  hands  I  have  laid  this  af- 
fiur  before  the  reader,  from  what  I  have 
seen  in  manuscript  and  print  relative  there- 
unto ;  and  though  many  remarks  might  be 
made  upon  the  whole,  yet  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  one  or  two,  which  are  properly 
hbtoricaL  One  is,  that  as  none  of  the  real 
actors  were  taken,  so,  when  the  murder 
was  oyer,  they  came  out  of  Fife  for  their 
own  safety,  and  joined  themselves  to  those 
who  attended  these  field-preachers  who  set 
up  against  the  cess  and  indulgence,  of  whom 
before ;  from  which  the  £nglish  papers,  yea, 
the  narratives  of  the  after  acts  of  council, 
as  we  shall  hear,  load  the  risers  at  Both- 
well  with  being  art  and  part  in  this  action. 
I  do  not  question  but  several  of  them  were 
at  Bothwell  for  their  own  safety ;  but  it  is 
very  ill  reasoning,  and  unfair,  to  lodge  this 
fact  upon  the  whole  party,  when  perhaps 
not  one  of  a  thousand  knew  them,  or  what 
they  had  done.  Another  is,  that  this  inci- 
dent of  the  bishop's  murder  became  not 
only  matter  of  reproach  to  the  whole  suffer- 
iug  presbyterians,  as  Rathillet  fairly  insin- 
uated to  the  actors,  though  indeed  the 
calumny  was  groundless,  as  hath  been 
noticed,  but  also  the  occasion  of  very  heavy 
oppression  and  persecution.  The  prelates 
and  council  took  hold  of  it,  as  a  handle  for 
prosecuting  the  cruel  designs  the  primate 
was  cut  off  from  finishing.  This  was  made 
use  of  as  a  shibboleth  for  many  years,  to 
vex  poor  innocent  and  ignorant  country 
people  with,  when  seized :  and  so  far  is  it 
from  truth  which  Lesley  advanceth,  Cas- 
sandra, No.  2.  p.  *  That  the  worst  of  the 
primate's  enemies  had  nothing  to  lay  to  his 
charge  but  episcopacy,'  that  he  was  gener- 
ally looked  upon  as  a  very  ill  man;  and  the 
impressions  of  his  wickedness,  with  some 
other  things  before  suggested,  made  not  a 
few  unwilling  peremptorily  to  judge  of  this 
action,  which  a  great  many  otibers  had 
freedom  enough  to  condemn  as  murder. 
Several  were  executed  as  accessory  to  his 
death,  who  were  entirely  free  of  it,  and 
manj  others  harassed  upon  that  score, 
sguiost  all  law  and  justice,  as  shall  be 


noticed  in  the  succeeding  histiny.  Upon 
the  whole,  though  the  most  part  of  good 
people  in  Scotland  could  not  but  observe 
and  adore  the  holy  and  righteous  providence 
of  God,  in  the  removal  of  this  violent  per- 
secutor and  spring  of  the  most  part  of  the 
former  severities,  at  such  a  juncture  when 
just  upon  new  and  violent  projects,  yet  they 
could  not  approve  of  the  manner  of  taking 
him  off,  nor  would  they  justify  the  actors: 
and  the  known  stanza  of  that  excellent 
man,  and,  in  his  time,  good  poet.  Sir  David 
Lindsay  of  the  Mount,  upon  cardinal 
Beaton's  death,  could  not  but  come  in 
people's  minds,  as  not  unapplicable ;  with 
it  I  end  this  section  and  chapter. 

''As  for  this  cardinal,  I  grant 

He  was  the  man  we  might  well  want, 

God  will  foigive  it  soon : 
But  of  a  truth,  the  sooth  to  say, 
Altho'  the  loon  be  well  away. 

The  fact  was  foully  done.* 


•  "  The  account  which  Wodrow,  who  was 
not  partial  to  Sharp,  gives  of  the  murder,  must, 
I  should  think,  shock  every  mind  not  sunk  in 
depravity."  So  says  an  able  and  candid  histor- 
ian of  the  church,  fCooVs  Hist.  vol.  III.  p. 
S4C)  and  yet  Mr  Sharpe  is  of  opinion  that 
"\Vodrow  relates  all  the  circumstances  with 
the  most  paternal  sympathy  and  apologetic 
tenderness."  Kirkton,  p.  407.  It  is  true,  he 
does  not  deal  in  the  harsh  invective  of  the  hi|;h 
cavalier  party  on  such  an  occasion,  and  he  would 
be  far  from  maintaining  that  the  prelate  did  not 
in  point  of  fact  deserve  to  die.  But  he  does  not 
detend  the  manner  of  the  deed,  and  much  less 
the  dangerous  principles  which  led  to  it.  Hp 
takes  Just  that  view  of  it  which  every  moderate 
and  fair  man  on  a  proper  knowledge  of  the 
dreadful  state  of  the  country  at  the  time  and  the 
agency  of  Sharp  in  the  persecutions,  will  be  in- 
clined to  take.  I  acknowledge  he  is  ipvrong  in 
stating  that  no  party  of  presbyterians  in  Swtumd 
at  the  time  approved  of  the  deed.  The  author 
of  the  "  Hind  let  loose,"  p.  6S5,  vindicates  it  on 
the  plea  of  necessity,  and  speaks  of  all  such 
"attempts  for  cutting  oflT  such  monsters  of  na- 
ture** as  *<  lawful  and  (as  one  would  think) 
laudable"  in  the  circumstances  of  the  country  at 
the  time.  But  certainly  the  great  body  of  pres- 
byterians disapproved  of  the  deed,  and  therefore 
it  ought  not  to  be  brought  as  a  stigma  upon  their 
cause.  "  Oppression  maketh  wise  men  mad,** 
and  our  wonder  is  not  that  cases  of  assasaination 
were  occasionally  exhibited  in  the  course  of  that 
dark  and  gloomy  period,  but  that  they  were  so 
few.— Among  the  various  accounts  of  the  arch- 
bishop*s  death  we  may  notice  that  given  in 
Defoe's  Memoirs  of  the'Church  of  Scotland,  by 
one  of  the  actors ;  Russel's  account  as  publiahed 
in  Kirkton ;  and  that  given  by  Sir  W.  Sharp, 
the  b\aihov*«  «ou,\vi  Vi\a  \cX\«t  Va^vc  ^%nx«^\&ftkd^ 
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CHAP.  XL  monly  called,  from  the  place  of  its  ilii- 

tal  issue,  Bothwell-bridge.    Here  I  *^''^^- 
OP  THE  RISING  THIS  YEAR  IN  THE  WEST  OP    reckon  myself  obliged  to  gi^e  as  particular  a 
SCOTLAND,  iTHiCH  ENDED  BY  THE  DEFEAT    detail  of  &cU  as  my  materials  will  allow  me. 
AT  BOTHWELI/-BRIDOE,  JUNE  22^  1679.       •  The  larger  iiccounts  are  uecesssry, because  it 

;  very  much  coocems  the  persecuted  party, 
I  AM  now  come  to  the  rising  in  arms  in  the  that  this  transaction  be  set  in  its  due  light, 
west  country.  May  and  June  this  year,  com-    No  tolerable  narratiye  of  it,  as  &r  as  I  have 


published  io  the  same  work.     They  all  agree  in  '•  would  have  been  to  have  euffttred  for  cbrUt,  to 
the  most  material  circumetancee.     We  do  not    appeir  befor  the  peat  counoell  of  thia  land  qn 

yr  they  were  cited  yrunto ;  upou  que  iioo  coin- 


know  the  raaaon  why  our  hbtorian  omita  the 
atrange  cireumatanoe  of  the  humble  bee,  but 
we  ahall  aupply  it  from  an  accoant  of  the  mur- 
der, drawn  up  bT  two  penons  who  w^re  ure- 
aent,  and  which  la  in  Wodrow*s  hand- writing: 
<*  lliey,"  the  murdercra,  <*  took  nothing  from 
him  bat  hia  tobaeeo-boz  and  a  few  papera. 
With  theae  they  went  to  a  bam  near  bv.  Upon 
the  opening  of  the  tobaeeo-boz,  a  Uvitig  humnuHg- 
bee  jUw  out.  'VhiM  either  Uathillet  or  Balfour 
called  hia  fiuniliar ;  and  aome  in  the  company, 
not  underatanding  the  term,  they  explained  it  to 
be  a  deriL*'— Sbarp'a  Klrkton,  p.  421.     With 


peirance,  they  wer  not  only  fyned  iu  great  souma, 
but  ther  peraons  ordained  to  be  apprehendit  by 
Magistrate  or  any  of  the  standf  torcea  of  this 
kingdome ;  and,  in  caae  they  refuised  to  be  taken, 
they  wer  impowred  to  kill  ym ;  tor  qch  they  had 
indemnitie  by  act  of  parlia*,  confirmed  &  iii^arg- 
ed  by  acta  of  the  privie  Counoell. 

**  Persona  thus  in  hazard  on  all  bands  wer  forc- 
ed to  wander  np  and  doon  the  solitarie  plaoea  of 
tbia  land,  w*  w^pon*  for  yr  oun  defence,  stud- 
ing  notb*  mor  yn  how  to  have  a  conscience  Toid 
of  offence  towarda  god  and  towarda  man. 


the  exception  of  Danziel,  who  waa  killed  at  i      **  Thoayr  innocent  calrage  doe  not  a  litle  trou- 

Drumelog,  and    Hackston   and   Guillan,  who  ble  &  disqueit  the  malignant  prelatlcall  partie,  ao 

were  aflerwarda  executed  for  the  murder,  none  yt  yr  witts  &  inyentiona  wer  continually  racked 

of  the  other  conaplratora  Mem  to  have  under-  in  coutryvlug  waya,  not  only  how  to  shed  yr 

gone  a  violent  death.  blood  like  water  upon  the  earth,  (qrin  the  lord 

We  have  been  favoured  by  the  proprietor,  Mr  permitted  ym  to  come  a  very  great  length  In,) 

Mackinlay,  coUeetor  of  cnatoms  at  Anstruther,  but  lykewlae  to  force  y«*  poor  afflict^  people  to 

with  an  original  MS.  account  of  the  archbishop's  make  ane  inteatine  broyL 

death.      It  may  have  been  in  the  possession  «  lliey  have  tryed  many  deep  inventions  too ; 

of  Mr  Wodrow  when  he  drew  up  his  account ;  (to  tedious  to  reUlt,  &  qch  doubtlea  put  y"  in 

but,  aa  it  haa  never  been  published,  and,  as  it  great  dlaqueitude,  becaus  y«  auceesa  anzred  not 

vindicatea  our  hiatorian  from  certain  charges  of  yr  deaigne,)  hot  at  last  they  lighted  on  a  notable 

omiaaion  or  miastatement  which  the  Editor  of  on,  qch  they  thoi*  would  not  faill  in  reducing 

Kirkton  haa  brought  against  him,  we  ahall  in^  yt  people  to  notb* ;  fie  it  was,  yt  yr  should  be 

oert  it  entire.     It  la  copied,  verbatim  et  literatim,  persons   appointed    for  suppressing  conventicb 

Amm  the  original : —  only,  who  should  be  impowred  in  yt  effect  in 

the  severall  shyrea  of  Scotland  ;  and,  according- 


Uf*  the particulttr  wordi  on  aither  tyd,  and  ac'  ..-.       ,      .     .,,         .  *    u      j       i.     i      j 

tionei  la  past  at  that  tume  t  place  jrof  faiths  "T*?? '  (""V*  *,^"  continows  to  be  »  drunkard  and 

JuUie  itVewlierthtedl^  aV^HMkinni,  •?"i*«'^»)  8^^«  *"  ^*j  ^  ^^vahX^  Petition  to 

-f         ^  ^  /  <  Biahop  Sharp,  (qof  s)  death  we  now  intend  to  re- 

*<  Although  it  bedebaitby  some  in  tbia  nam  in  lait,)  to'be  made  Sheriff-dep^  of  fyffe ;  wbo(8) 

what  manor  god  ought  to  be  served,  and  by  pe(t)ition  waa  acoordinglv  granted,  and  instruo- 

qm  Ua  ordinanoea  of  the  word,  &  aacramenta,  tions  &  ordors  given  to  him,  to  summond,  fyne^ 

&C.  aboold  be  adminiatrat  in  thb  land,  yt  god  impriaon,  punde,  spoyle,  &  unlaw  for  abacmce, 

hia  ordinances  ought  to  be  dispenat,  by  men,  of  &c. :  he  not  being  content  w*  the  rigirous  extent 

thoa  noan  qo  have  been  riolentue  thruat  into  y«  of  his  commiason,  thoi*  he  should  ingratiat  him- 

aevcrall  chnrchea  of  tbia  kingdome,  by  a  pnblick  aelf  mor  in  the  Bishop's  £iivors  yn  any  oy^^  had 

law;  for  qch  eaase  a  great  many  diaenting  No-  or  could  doe;  and  yrtor,  he  not  only  fvned,  im- 

bleman,  Gentlemen,  Min",  and  y«  generallitie  priaoned,  poyndit,  plundered,  ftc.,  but  lykwayea 

•f  tho  eommona,  have  not  only  suffered  smne  and  caused  fix  fired  matchea  betwixt  aervanta  fingers, 

aad  thv,  and  bonda,   imprisonments,  fynings,  yt  they  mig*  discover  or  ther  m**  wer  hyd  :  he 

baniahmenta,  fcc,  but  alao  death  it  aelf,  for  mI-  caused  beat  and  wound  severall  women  &  chil- 

beraing  to  thla  yr  oonaentlous  prints,  according  dren  &  servants,  &  do  many  oyr  inaolenoea  qch 

Io  the  sworn  work  of  reforma^n  qch  waa  once  wer  to  tidioua  and  lamentable  to  relait. 
fiuBOOs  in  via  land.  **  The  wander (er)a  in  fyffe,  taking  to  jrr  conai- 

^  And  adthongh  y*  persecuted  people  would  dera*n  the  deplorable  eatate  and  condign  yt  poor 

ghidlie  have  given  a  testimonle  beibr  kings  and  shyre  waa  redacted  to,  not  only  by  y«  want  of 

greaS  naen,  for  the  cans  of  chriat  &  prin"a  &  the  pretioua  ordinanoea,  but  lykwayea  by  the  sad 

pracllasa  <|^  they  held  ft  acted  ;  yet,  ountrar  to  condign  yr  wivea  and  numerous  children  ft  fa^ 

the  pnetiaa  of  the  heathen  king  Xggrippa,  they  miliea,  by  the  erueW  aciXona  of  t)iaxWwA\a  ya- 

war  not  permitted  to  fjpaaJr  for  y"  ae/fea.  aecuter,  they  wer  reaolvvd  to  ^  «vcn%a&  «vi  i&A« 

**Tiae  0m9dagmu  wMoy,  qoojoy  9t  erown  \t  seeing  all  doon  of  muuumt%  for  ir  Ti^\t  "wvt 
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olMenred,  hath  been  given  to  the  pah- 1  ever  extremities  may  haye  been  with  some 


'^^^*  lie;  and  I  hope,  when  this  matter  b 
fiuri  jT  narrated,  it  will  not  appear  so  odious 
as  some  have  represented  it;  and  what- 


•topped  op,  altho  b«  acted  manj  thingi  oontnr 
to  the  T«rj  laws  them  telfes.  Id  order  to  this  yr 
dctdfne  by  proiridenoey  &  (some)  of  thw  afflicted 
pereoos  hai^ng  mett  in  tbe  east  end  of  fyfe  upon 
Saturday  the  3*  Mali,  1679,  they  wer  reeoWed 
to  meet  w*  Carmicbell  if  proredeoce  ahoold 
brtof  bim  in  jrr  way.  It  was  reported  to  ym 
by  the  people  Tr  yt  be  was  gone  to  huDting,  as 
they  wer  eearooing  throw  the  fielde  for  him,  un- 
tlU  they  wer  eome  a  myle  by  east  ways,  &  found 
yr  eeareb  for  bbn  to  be  in  vain,  they  wer  consi- 
dering qr  to  take  up  ther  quarters,  qn  immedi- 
atly  a  boy  came  to  ym  in  a  poet  hast,  and  told 
them  yt  the  Bbhope  ooateh  was  coming  towards 
Blebo  boll  w*  6  horses  in  it,  or  upon  (after  a 


title  pose,)  let  us  go  to  him ;  a  2^  said,  it  seems 

fod  hea  delivered  him  into  our  hands;  a  9^  said, 
think  wee  have  a  clear  call  frum  god  to  goe 
elterhim.  Efter  some  serious  oonndera^n  among 
ym  selfes,  they  ail  resolved  to  follow  the  ooateh; 
and,  as  ther  wer  in  persuit,  a  gentleman  in  v« 
companie  sd  yt  it  will  be  fitt  yt  some  of  you  take 
the  command  of  us,  at  qos  word  let  us  all  be 
obedient.  Efter  roting,  a  gentleman  of  the  com- 
panie was  chosen,  qo  answerd  and  said,  god  is 
mv  wittnes  Yt  I  resolve  to  oun  the  cans  of  Christ 
w^  my  lyfe  &  fortun,  the  lord  strenfthning  me 
so  to  doe ;  but  to  be  commander  in  this  exployt 
I  will  by  no  mews  condesend  to,  becaus  ther  is 
a  known  difference  betwixt  the  Bishop  and  me, 
ao  yt  qt  I  doe  as  commander  in  this  busines  will 
seem  to  have  no  reference  to  gods  glorie,  but  only 
for  my  privat  reveng,  qch  would  marr  tbe  £od- 
lie  of  the  action.  Anoyr  gentleman,  seeing  him 
in  tbe  companie  so  resolutlie  refuise  the  com- 
mand npon  so  weightie  grounds,  s^,  gentlemen 
fallow  me ;  qrupon  they  obeyed.  During  this 
oonsulta*n,  they  war  all  come  to  a  litie  toun  call- 
ed Magus,  at  qch  toun  2  of  ym  spurred  their 
horse  efter  the  coatch,  &  on  of  them  halting,  the 
oyr  advanced  to  the  coatch  to  sie  if  the  Bishop 
was  in  iter  not.  ^he  Bishop,  looking  out  at  the 
coatch,  commanded  the  coatchman  to  dryve,  qch 
he  did  w^  a  winged  diligence :  the  persewer  see- 
ing, be  threw  his  clock  from  him,  &  cryM  to  tbe 
bishop,  Judas  be  taken,  and  preeentlie  he  fyred 
at  him.  Imediatlie  yrefter,  the  oyr  7,  (for  y* 
gentleman  who  had  the  quarrel  w*  the  Bishop 
stood  at  a  distance  during  the  wholl  action,) 
throwing  vr  cloacks  from  ym,  &  fyred  severall 
shoots  during  the  tyme  of  persewing  the  coatch. 
On  Wallace,  a  servant  of  tbe  Bishops,  having  a 
carrbyn  on  his  shulder,  took  it  and  offered  to 
fyre ;  qch  on  of  ym  seeing,  immediatly  came  to 
him  &  dismunted  him,  &  took  y*  carrbyn  from 
him.  Therefter,  anoyr  of  ym  qo  wer  come  up  the 
length  of  the  coatch,«-for  the  rest  were  hot  com- 
ing in  very  great  disorder,— comma(n Ming  the 
postilian  to  stand,  qch  he  refuising  to  aoe,  anoyr 
came  up  to  him  and  strouck  him  on  the  face  wt 
a  sworo,  qch  he  smott  off  part  of  his  chine,  & 
also  took  hold  of  tbe  reinzie  of  the  horse,  and 
came  in  running  to  the  coatch  door,  (at  qch  tyme 
the  commander  came  forward  lykwise,)  &  they 
both  desired  the  Bishop  to  come  furth,  qch  be 
refuiami  to  doe:  tbecomnukn&tr  »A,  i  take  god  to 
^f^^aem,  qm  cause  I  detln  to  own,  in  adnere- 
l»  peraecoted  Go^eU,  yt  ft  is  not  ont  of 


at  this  rising  in  some  things,  the  body 
of  presb3rterians  in  Sootiand  are  not  charge- 
able with  them.  Indeed  it  was  the  dirisions 


hatred  to  thy  person,  nor  for  any  prejudice  thow 
hes  done  or  could  doe  to  me,  for  qch  wee  intend 
to  take  thy  lyfe  from  the  this  day ;  hot  it  is  be- 
caus thow  hea  been,  and  still  cootinows  to  be, 
ane  avowed  opposer  of  the  florishing  of  chritta 
kingdome,  and  murtberer  of  his  saints^  qos  blood 
thow  hes  shed  lyk  water  on  tbe  gratmd.  Tbe 
ojrr  person,  who  was  standing  on  bis  fooCt  at  tbe 
coatch  door,  i^  to  tbe  Bishop,  repent  Judas  ft 
cmne  furtb.  Y*  Bishop  answerd,  save  my  life, 
and  I  will  save  all  yors.  Y*  oyr  replyed,  I  know 
it  is  not  in  vour  power  nather  to  save  ua  nor  kill 
us ;  and  I  declalr  beir,  befor  tbe  lord,  yt  it  b  no 
particular  quarrell  of  mynevt  moves  me  to  this, 
but  becaus  thow  hes  been,  &  still  contlnows,  (s 
traitor)  to  Jesus  Cbryst  and  hes  interest  sod 
cans,  «  vrring  thy  hands  in  the  blood  of  tbe 
sainto,  not  only  at  PenUand,  but  aeverall  tymcs 
since,  and  more  particularly  for  tbe  shading  of 
Mr  James  Mitchell  &  James  Lermount  blood, 
oos  blood  cryes  w*  a  loud  voice  for  vengsance 
from  heaven  upon  ye ;  &  wee  ar  this  day  aent  by 
god  to  execut  it  :  and  again  desired  him  to  come 
out  of  the  coatch  &  make  readie  for  death,  judge- 
ment, and  eternity ;  qch  he  yet  refuising,  anoyr 
on  horse  back  said,  seeing  yrhes  been  ao  many 
lifes  taken  innocently,  for  qch  yr  is  no  sigoe 
of  repentance,  if  vr  be  any  mor  lifea  taken 
upon  yt  account,  they  shall  not  be  Innocently 
taken. 

**  After  the  words,  tbe  commander  (jnd  a  pis- 
toll  at  him ;  &  the  oyr  person  standing  at  tbe 
coatch  door,  thrusting  a  shabale  in  him,  (qch 
wounded  him  a  litle,)  the  Bishop  cryed,  f y  !  ly  ! 
1  am  gone  !  and  yet  be  wasnotmortallie  wound- 
ed :  and  being  desired  to  come  out  again,  be  yet 
refiiised,  and  said,  1  am  gone  alreadie,  &  at  needs 
more :  but  yet  be  said  to  the  commander,  I  know 
you  ar  a  gentleman,  1  will  come  out  to  you ;  for 
I  know  you  will  spare  my  life :  &  so  he  came 
out  of  tbe  coatch,  and  satt  doun  on  bis  knees,  & 
said,  for  gods  sake  save  my  life.     The  comman- 
der s<*  yr  Is  no  saving  of  vor  life,  becaus  yee  ar  a 
sworn  enemie  to  Jesus  Christ  and  bis  interest : 
upon  qch  reply,  the  Bishop  rose  from  his  knees 
&  stept  a  litie  forward.     1*  commander  seeing 
his  obdurtnes,  &  peroeaving  no  eigne  of  contri- 
tion in  him,  notwithstands  of  all  Uie  wickednes 
he  had  done,  be  presently  struck  him  on  y«  face 
w*  a  shable ;  &  anoyr  of  ym  strucking  him  again, 
he  fell  doun  to  the  ground  sorlie  wounded.  Tbe 
oyr  persons  who  had  lighted  came  forward  & 
cleaved  his  bead  in  sevovll  places ;  at  qch  the 
gentlewoman  qo  was  in  the  coatch  cryed  and 
said,  this  is  murther !  Tbe  oyr  replyed,  fight,  it  is 
not  murder,  but  gods  vengance  on  him  for  mur- 
thering  many  poor  soulls  in  the  kirk  of  Soot- 
land:  and,  efter  he  had  given  y*  Bishop  thes 
wounds,  he  went  himself  alone  to  the  Bishops 
servants,  qrof  to  witt  yr  wer  5,  2  riders,  a  coatch 
man,  &  a  postilian  and  a  footman,— and  said, 
render  yor  armes  presentlie !  &  accordingly  tbey 
did  deliver  to  him  jr  pistoles  and  swords.  Ther- 
efter this  man  on  foot  cryed  to  bis  companions, 
*Ay^ni^»  gentlemen,  be  sure  that  y*  Bishop  be 
dotd  ;  and  pTtae!nt\^  "vr  «\V%VkX«d  auo^v^  &  ran  his 
aword  throw  \i\a  \»«u\«>  so  ^\  \^«  ^\t\  cvmst  oq\\ 
6t  «A,  I  am  auw  \i«  \»  AeaA  Xkow.   X*  ^^xwii  ^jg* 
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and  heights  run  into  by  some  who  joined  in 
that  ming,  contrary  to  the  inclinations  of  the 
better  and  greater  part,  with  the  indiscretion, 

bad  tint  lighted,  odd,  take  up  your  preitt  now : 
and  imediatly  efter  he  had  taken  the  anna  from 
the  aerranta,  he  M,  deliver  all  the  papers  yee  have. 
They  not  mak*  anvr,  he  went  to  theooatch  him- 
aelf,  and  took  out  a  litle  truoke,  &  brack  it  up, 
and  ahook  oat  qt  was  in  it  on  y«  ground,  but 
found  nothK  ther  bot  hoods  &  tcarfes,  &c.,  qch 
they  did  not  meddle  w* :  he  land  alto  in  the 
ooatch  a  Utle  box  full  of  papers,  qch  they  took. 
They  took  also  a  portmantle  out  of  the  coatcb, 
qrin  yr  was  sereml  papen,  a  byble  full  of  our 
saviors  portratiours  in  all  y«  particular  passages 
of  his  estate  of  humiliatn,  as  also  of  his  now 
glorified  estate  of  ezelta<n :  j*  bible  lykwayes 
oontined  portraltours  of  all  the  Saints,  och  all 
T*  papists  adore :  and  lastly,  in  the  ooatcn  they 
rand  a  caise  of  rcry  fyne  fteuch  pistoUs,  qch  they 
also  took.  Next  they  fand  under  allso,  theooatch 
box,  qch  being  brocken  up,  they  fand  nothe  in  it 
but  some  baggage :  he  replyed,  we  medle  w*  no- 
tfa«  but  papers  and  arms.  Yrefler  they  ryped 
tbe  Bisbopo  pocket,  qrin  was  nather  money  nor 
gold,  butonly  a  whinger  w*  silver  rooftand  knives 
conforme,  and  a  few  papers,  qch  they  also  took ; 
aom  of  the  coatcb  horses  being  wounded  during 
tbe  action.  Efter  all  was  done,  qch  lasted  3 
quarterrof  ane  hour,  they  drove  the  coatcb  of 
the  way  some  paces,  and  imediatly  the  two 
3rt  wer  on  foot  mounted  yr  horse ;  and  all  the  9 
rod  away  deliberatlie  to  the  place  or  they  had 
left  yr  doacks,  leaving  the  dead  to  be  buried  by 
tbe  dead ;  and  as  they  wer  going  for  yr  cloaeks 
they  encountred  w*  a  man,  &  having  asked  him 

ri  he  was  yt  was  so  weel  mounted,  he  anssred, 
am  one  of  the  lord  S*  Andrews  servants; 
qrupon  tbev  imediaUie  disarmed  him,  and  caus- 
ed him  to  light,  and  they  drove  away  his  horse 
to  sheifl  for  liim  selfe  iu  the  open  feilds,  as  they 
had  done  formwiy  to  the  horse  of  tbe  oyr  2  ri<(- 
ing  servants.  Then,  having  come  to  yr  cloaeks, 
&  charged  qt  pistols  they  bad  discharged,  they 
rod  of  softly  in  a  full  bodie  to  a  place  S  or  4  mylfs 
distant  from  yt  place  qr  y*  action  was  done ;  and 
having  presently  put  up  ther  horse,  they  went 
ioyntlTe  to  prayer,  giving  tha(n)k8  to  god  for  qt 
be  had  stirred  ym  up  to  do,  &  for  his  wonderfull 
assistance  and  yr  preserva^n  in  considering  how 
y«  lord  bad  so  wonderfullie  restrained  their  ad- 
versaries on  sll  hands,  albeit  yr  wer  soldiers  in 
Largo,  Ballcirstie,  Lademie,  and  Couper,  tbe 
futleat  of  qdi  towns  was  litle  mor  nor  4  mylls 
from  tbe  place  qr  y«  action  wes  done ;  l>esids 
a  party  of  troupers  runing  up  and  dou<^  all 
comers  of  yt  Shyre  contiouailie.  And,  having 
refreshed  ym  selfes,  they  bmne  &  searched  the 
papers ;  the  most  considerable  qrof  ar,  first,  a 
gin  of  nonentries  of  severall  Gentlemens  lands 
of  fyffe  &  elsqr,  on  Alex.  Leslie  of  Kinnivie, 
in  tbe  north ;  w*  instructions  &  informa^ns  how 
to  persew  y*  action,  iu  order  to  the  eviction  of 
tbe  lands :  (2'ly))  the  patent  of  the  Bishourick 
<»f  dnnkell,  granted  in  favors  of  Mr  Andrew 
Brace,  A(r)chdean  at  S*  Anderows:  (S^ly),  se- 
verall presentaHis  to  kings  kirks,  in  favors  of 
Corrats:  (4),  instructions  to  the  conjunct  de- 
pats,  &  new  gift  of  y«  heritors  fyns:  ^5),  a  pa- 
per anent  estaUishinf  of  popris,  qr  at  anent  a 
fall  UtfcnuMHt  eaaaot  begtrea  dll  fwrtbar  in- 
J»  kadjrr  onto :  (6),  mrmrtdl  m/asi  vas  it 


rashness,  and  ill  conduct,  not  to  say 
cowardice  of  Robert  Hamilton,*  who 
took  the  command  upon  him,  which  ruined 


oyr  papers  of  som  veil :  and  havt  reposed  ym 
selfes  at  yt  place  till  night,  &  all  or  ym  pub- 
lictly  &  privatlie,  again  &  again,  recomend- 
ing  ymselfes  to  god,  &  yr  ways  for  yr  futur 
protection,  they  removed  from  thence  w*  as 
much  composure  of  spirit  as  yr  hearts  eould 
wish.**— £c/. 

*  Robert  Hamilton^  tbe  son  of  Sir  Thomas 
Hamilton  of  Preston  and  Finjpdton,  (a  steady 
royalist,  but  a  distinguished  mend  to  the  beat 
interests  of  bis  countrv,)  was  bom  in  1650.  He 
was  educated  under  bishop  Burnet  when  pro- 
fessor of  divinity  at  Glasgow ;  and,  according  to 
the  testimony  of  that  author,  was  originally  a 
sprightly  youth  of  great  promise.  Hist.  vol.  i. 
p.  471.  His  intercourse  with  the  more  strict 
class  of  covenanters  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
improved  by  him  to  any  other  purpose  than  to 
narrow  his  notions  and  to  infiame  his  rash  tem- 
per. Though  personally  courageous,  he  certainly 
wanted  tbe  qualifications  necessary  in  a  prudent 
and  enlightened  commander ;  and  he  inevitably 
drew  upon  himself  tbe  keenest  animoaity  of 
those  partisans  whom  he  aflfronted  by  his  con- 
temptuous treatment,  and  did  not  silence  by  hia 
success.  After  the  defeat  at  Bothwell,  he  avoid- 
ed the  consequences  of  his  attainder  and  con- 
demnation by  an  escape  into  Holland.  There, 
in  Geneva  and  the  Palatinate,  he  endeavoured 
to  excite  the  sympathy  of  foreign  protestants 
with  the  sufferings  of  their  Soottish  brethren ; 
and  along  with  bis  brother-in-law,  Gordon  of 
EarUton,  he  acted  as  commissioner  in  bebiJf  of 
the  united  societies,  whom  he  greaUy  assisted  by 
his  Influence  in  obtaining  for  them  tbe  counte- 
nance and  support  of  the  continental  churches. 
He  continued  to  reside  principally  in  Holland, 
although  the  English  government,  apprised  of 
bis  Intention  of  returning  with  arms  and  money 
to  the  assistance  of  his  persecuted  countrymen, 
repeatedly  urged  upon  the  States  an  application 
for  his  delivery.  At  length  the  revolution  of 
16B8  (in  which,  however,  the  fastidious  nature 
of  bis  principles  would  not  sanction  his  concur- 
rence) allowed  him  to  return  from  exile.  His 
attainder  was  reversed,  and,  on  his  brother's 
death,  be  succeeded  to  tbe  honours  of  tbe  family ; 
but  from  relUloos  scruples  as  to  acknowledging 
the  prince  orOrange,  be  never  applied  for  the 
succession  to  his  brother's  estates.  In  169S  he 
was  imprisoned  for  8  months  on  account  of 
being  the  suspected  author  of  tbe  **  Sanquhar  De- 
claration, lOtb  Aug.  1692,**  and  was  at  length 
liberated  in  May  169S,  and  allowed  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  bis  days  In  undisturlied  tranquil- 
lity. Sir  Robert  died  unmarried  on  tbe  SMHh 
Oct  1701,  at  Borrowstonness,  where  he  had 
resided  for  some  period  before.  On  his  death, 
the  Airdrie  branch  of  tbe  Hamilton  family 
succeeded  to  the  representation  of  the  Preston 
family ;  and  both  branches  are  now  represented 
by  that  distinguished  scholar  and  historical  an- 
tiquary, Sir  William  Hamilton  of  Preston  and 
Ffngalton.  Sir  R.  Hamilton,  with  all  his  faults, 
was  a  pious  man,  and  bis  memory  will  be  lou^ 
cherished  by  tbe  admVrera  ot  tV^e  ^cnv«  ww^XtA. 
See  Hamilton's  L«tUTa— ¥a\Uk(uX  CoiiXmAVm. 
—Shield's  Life— Andcrwn'a  Uwm\\\»u  V%x^- 
ly,  p.  867.— E<!. 
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chai^g^  upon  him,  besides  rapes,  adul- 
teries, and  other  abominable  wicked- 
nesses in  informations  before  me.  And  mat- 
ters now  stood  so,  that  no  legal  method  of  re- 
dress from  such  hardships  could  be  expected : 
all  doors  were  shut;  and  this  heavy  oppres- 
sion put  people  upon  measures  they  would 
haye  been  perfectly  averse  to,  under  a  limit- 
ed and  well  reg^ulate  government ;  therefore 
several  of  the  wanderers  of  this  shire,  who 
were  hiding  the  best  way  they  could,  and 
keeping  together  in  dozens  and  half  dozens 
in  arms,  where  they  might,  having  their 
spirits  fretted  with  their  own  hazard  and 
harassings,  together  with  the  heavy  circum- 
stances of  their  families  and  friends  from 
this  merciless  persecutor,  resolved,  if  pos- 
sible, to  rid  themselves  of  him,  at  least  to 
fright  and  threaten  him,  so  as  they  hoped  he 
should  leave  Fife,  and  they  be  freed  of  him, 
and  for  this  purpose  fixed  upon  the  third 
day  of  May,  when,  as  they  were  informed, 
he  was  to  be  at  the  hunting. 

Meanwhile  bishop  Sharp  had  been  some 
days  in  Edinburgh,  putting  things  in  order 
for  hb  going  up  to  court :  he  had,  upon 
the  first  of  May,  got  the  proclamation 
anent  arms  (published  May  14th)  passed  in 
council  with  some  struggle ;  and  May  2d, 
in  the  afternoon,  he  went  over  the  Firth, 
and  came  to  captain  Seton's  house  in  Ken- 
noway,  where  he  lodged  all  night  If  any 
body  came  that  night  to  Kennoway  inquir- 
ing about  him,  as  the  printed  accounts  by 
the  prelatic  party  say,  I  am  assured  it  was 
none  of  the  people  who  fell  in  with  him  to- 
morrow. May  3rd  he  went  homeward  to 
St  Andrews,  and  took  Ceres  in  his  way, 
stopped  there,  and  smoked  a  pipe  with  the 
episcopal  incumbent. 

The  persons  before  spoken  of,  nine  in 
number,*  some  of  whom  were  gentlemen  of 
good  families,  being  fond  of  a  meeting  with 


*  Rossel  mentions  twelve :  viz.  David  Hack- 
•ton  of  Rathillet,  John  Balfour  of  Kinlocb, 
James  Russel  In  Kettle,  George  Fleman  in  Bal- 
bathil,  AndreTT  Henderson,  Alexander  Hen- 
derson in  Kilbrachmont,  William  Daniel  in 
Caddam,  James,  Alexander,  and  George  Balfour 
in  Gilston,  Thomas  Ness  in  P— ,and  Andrew 
Guillon.  p.  412  of  Kirkton.  Of  these,  how- 
ever, three  seem  to  have  left  them  before  the  as- 

Mssinmtlon,  p.  414,     DepoBltlon  of  witnesses,  p. 

41S  of  KirktoB.  ^^  ^ 


Carmichael,  came  abroad  pretty  early  upon 
the  Saturday  morning,  and  traversed  the 
fields  up  and  down,  searched  the  hills  above 
Cupar,  and   some  other  places,  for  some 
hours,  but  did  not  find  him.  The  rvaaon  of 
their  not  finding  him,  as  the  aboye  accounts 
bear,  was,  that  when  Carmichael  came  out 
to  his  hunting  about  Scotstarbet,  a  shep- 
herd thereabout  advised  the  bailie  to  go 
home,  for  some  gentlemen  had  been  inquir- 
ing about  him,  at  him,  and  were  very  desi- 
rous to  meet  with  him :  and  Carmichael, 
not  without  some  fear,  returning  from  his 
sport,  went  homeward.    They  continued 
searching  till  near  the  middle  of  the  day, 
and  by  this  time  they  were  come  about  a 
mile  to  the  eastward  of  Ceres ;  and  being 
wearied,  and  beginning  to  despair  of  meet- 
ing with  Carmichael,  they  were  just  talking 
together  of  parting  and  quitting  their  pro- 
ject, when  a  boy,  a  servant  of  (Robert) 
Black,  a  farmer  thereabouts,  came  up  with 
them,  and  informed  them,  that  the  arch- 
bishop's coach  was  in  Ceres,  and  within  a 
little  to  come  up  towards  Blebo-hole,  not 
fiu*  from  them.    This,  as  some  of  them  in 
their  accounts  say,  did  very  much  surprise 
them,  and  raised  numy  thoughts  of  heart ; 
the  incident  was  so  odd,  that  just  when 
parting,  and  giving  over  their  search  for 
the  servant,  the  master  should  fall  into  their 
hands;  that  when  they  had  missed  the 
enemy  they  were  looking  for,  their  arch- 
enemy and  fountain  of  all  their  woe  should 
fidl  in  their  way.    One  of  them  said,  *^  It 
seems  he  is  delivered  into  our  hands,"  and 
proposed  they  should  cut  him  off,  having 
such  an  occasion.    Mr  Hackston  of  Rathil- 
let opposed  the  motion,  as  being  a  matter  of 
blood,  and,  as  he  thought,  of  the  last  conse- 
quence to  this  nation  and  church,  and  what 
required  more  deliberation  by  far.    But 
what  he  very  strongly  urged  was  not  of 
weight  enough  to  stop  them  from  the  at- 
tempt   I  find  some  accounts  add,  that, 
after  reasoning  upon  this  head,  one  of  them 
prayed  for  conduct  and  direction ;  and  after 
that  Rathillet  told  them,  though  for  what 
he  saw,  they  seeemed  to  be  clear  to  go  on, 
yet  he  was  not  at  all  satisfied  in  his  own 
mind  anent  it.  However  the  rest  went  for- 
ward in  their  design,  and  he  n'ould  not  part 
with  tbem. 
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In  Uimr  goin|(  towards  the  eoMh,  one  of 
the  oompuiy  proposed  that  some  one  should 
take  the  leading  and  command  of  the  rest^ 
and  that  they  should  exactly  obey  his  or- 
ders whateyer  fell  oat,  and  Rathillet,  not- 
withstanding his  opposition^  was  generally 
named,  but  he  told  them  there  had  been  a 
difference  betwixt  the  archbishop  and  him 
in  a  dTil  process,  wherein  he  reckoned  he 
was  wronged  by  the  primate ;  and  though 
in  any  other  case  he  would  not  refuse  to 
do  them  all  the  serrice  he  could,  yet  by  no 
means  could  he  at  all  act  in  this  matter; 
and  he  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  very  im- 
proper, though  he  could  join  with  tiiem, 
that  he  should  command  them,  since  it 
would  give  the  worid  ground  to  say,  that 
what  they  did,  was  from  personal  pique  and 
rerenge,  which  he  protested  he  was  free  of. 
They  all  declared  their  having  no  persoual 
grudge  at  the  man,  but  at  his  way  and  prac- 
tice, and  so  chose  another  of  their  number 
to  be  their  leader. 

By  this  time  they  were  come  to  a  little 
Tillage  about  two  miles  fix>m  8t  Andrews, 
called  Magus,  near  to  which  they  descried 
the  bishop's  coach ;  whereupon  one  of  them 
opon  a  fleet  horse,  rode  up  to  the  coach,  to 
see  if  the  bishop  was  in  it  The  bishop 
noticing  him,  cried  out  to  the  coachman  to 
driye.  The  gentleman  hearing  this,  cast 
his  doak  from  him,  and  pursued  at  full 
speed ;  the  rest  did  the  like,  and  came  up 
as  hat  as  they  could ;  only  the  person  who 
bad  the  debate  with  the  bishop  kept  at 
some  distance,  and  did  not  at  all  engage 
in  the  action.  While  pursuing  a  little  this 
way  in  Biagus-muir,  one  of  the  bishop's 
servants,  named  WaUaco,  turned  upon 
them,  and  codced  his  piece;  but  two  of 
them  coming  up,  soon  dismounted  him,  and 
took  his  carbine  fr^m  him.  Meanwhile,  as 
the  coach  drove  furiously  away,  they  shot 
their  musquets  at  it,  but  could  not  stop  it, 
till  the  person  upon  the  fleet  horse  came  up 
to  the  coach,  crying  out, '  Judas,  be  taken.' 
The  primate  called  the  more  violently  to 
the  coachman,  *  Drive,  drive,  drive.'  The 
coachman  kept  off  the  gentleman's  horse 
from  him  with  his  whip ;  but  he  came  up 
with  the  postillion,  and  called  him  to  stop ; 
and  he  drivii^  on,  be  ttrack  bim  oyer  the 
hemd  with  a  sword,  and  dismounted  him. 


and  straightway  cnt  the  traces  of  .  .. 
the  coach,  and  stopped  it. 

By  this  time  the  rest  were  come  up,  and 
found  the  hishc^  and  his  daughter  in  the 
coach.  The  captain  ordered  him  to  come 
out,  that  no  prejudice  might  be&ll  his 
daughter,  whom  they  would  not  willingly 
hurt  This  he  refused,  whereupon  two  of 
them,  the  rest  being  taken  up  in  dismount- 
ing and  securing  the  servants,  poured  in 
their  shot  on  the  bishop's  body,  his  daugh- 
ter shrieking  and  weeping  most  bitteriy, 
and  were  mounting  their  horses  to  go  off, 
assuring  themselves  he  was  killed.  But 
one  of  them  heard  his  daughter  say  within 
a  little,  *  O I  there  is  life  in  yet ;'  upon  which 
he  got  again  to  the  coach,  and  called  the 
captain,  and  the  others,  who  found  the 
bishop  safe  and  whole,  not  in  the  least 
touched.  Whereupon  the  captain  com- 
manded him  to  come  out,  and  some  dis- 
course passed  betwixt  them,  which  I  shall 
set  down,  as  left  under  the  hands  of  some 
who  were  present  While  the  bishop  lin- 
gered and  cried  for  mercy,  the  commander 
said,  *  I  take  God  to  witness,  whose  cause 
1  desire  to  own  in  adhering  to  the  perse* 
cutcd  gospel,  that  it  is  not  out  of  any  ha- 
tred of  your  person,  nor  from  any  prejudice 
you  have  done  or  could  do  to  me,  that  I  in- 
tend now  to  take  your  life,  but  because  you 
have  been,  and  still  continues  to  be  an 
avowed  opposer  of  the  gospel  and  kingdom 
of  Christ,  and  a  murderer  of  his  saints, 
whose  blood  you  have  shed  like  water.' 
Another  of  them  said,  *  Repent,  Judas,  and 
come  out'  All  the  bishop  answered  was, 
'  Gentlemen,  save  my  life,  and  1  will  save 
yours.'  The  first  replied,  *  I  know  it  is  not 
in  your  power  either  to  save  us,  or  to  kill 
us ;  I  again  declare,  it  is  not  any  particu- 
lar feud  or  quarrel  I  have  at  you,  which 
moves  me  to  this  attempt,  but  because  you 
are  an  enemy  to  Christ  and  his  interest, 
and  have  wrung  your  hands  in  the  blood  of 
his  saints,  not  only  after  Pentland,  but  se- 
veral times  since,  and  particularly  for 
your  perjury,  and  shedding  the  blood  of 
Mr  James  Mitchel,  and  having  a  hand  in 
the  death  of  James  Learmont,  and  your 
perfidious  betraying  oC  iVie  <^\iif^i  oil  ^tcfi^^- 
land :  these  crimes,^  sA^ed.  Vlq,  ^  «^^  ^^^^ 
blood  cry  witb  a  \ond  ^o\c©  \o  V«w«a  Vw 
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yengeanoe,  and  we  are  this  day  to  exe- 
'  cute  it'  And  again  he  ordered  him  to 
come  ont,  and  prepare  for  death,  judgment, 
and  eternity.  The  bishop  still  refused,  and 
cried  for  mercy,  and  <^ered  him  money  to 
spare  his  life.  The  captain  said,  *  Thy  mo- 
ney perish  with  thee,'  and  told  him,  he  al- 
lowed him  time  to  pray,  and  commanded 
him  again  to  come  out  The  bishop  still 
refused.  One  of  the  company,  at  some  dis- 
tance, cried,  *  Seeing  there  have  been  so 
many  lives  unjustly  taken  by  him,  for 
which  there  is  not  the  least  sign  of  repen- 
tance, we  will  not  be  innocent,  if  any  more 
be  taken  that  way.'  Then  one  of  them 
fired  a  pistol  at  him  in  the  coach,  which  it 
seems  did  not  touch  him,  and  another 
wounded  him  with  a  sword ;  at  which  the 
bishop  cried  out,  *  Fy,  fy,  I  am  gone.'  Yet 
the  wound  was  not  mortal.  And  being 
again  called  to  come  out  of  the  coach,  he 
said,  *  I  am  gone  already,  what  needs  more  ?' 
Then  they  stepped  near  him,  to  pull  him 
out ;  upon  which  he  cried,  *  I  know  ye  will 
save  my  life,  I  will  come  out ;  and  accord- 
ingly came  out  And  being  again  pressed 
to  pray,  he  fell  upon  his  knees  before  the 
captain,  and  said, '  For  God's  sake,  save  my 
life,  save  my  life ;'  offering  him  money,  and 
promising  to  lay  down  his  episcopal  func- 
tion. The  commander  told  him,  he  had 
been  without  mercy,  and  needed  expect  no 
mercy,  and  he  could  not  spare  his  life,  and 
again  pressed  him  to  prepare  for  death,  and 
pray.  One  of  these  present^  Andrew  Guil- 
lan,  told  my  informer,  that  they  were 
stunned  to  see  his  carriage,  and  that  by  no 
means  would  he  be  prevailed  with  to  pray ; 
and  another  observes,  that  they  were 
mightily  surprised  at  his  obdurateness,  and 
that  there  was  not  the  least  sign  of  concern 
about  him  as  yet  This  Andrew  was  present, 
and  did  not  touch  him,  but  endeavoured  to 
secure  his  daughter  from  hurt  and  danger, 
when  she  would  interpose  betwixt  the  ac- 
tors and  him.  Instead  of  offering  to  pray, 
he,  seeing  Rathillet  at  some  little  distance, 
crept  towards  him  on  his  hands  and  feet, 
and  cried,  *  Sir,  I  know  you  are  a  gentle- 
man, you  will  protect  me.'  Mr  Ilackston 
answered, '  Sir,  I  shall  never  lay  a  hand  on 
you ;'  and  rode  a  little  off,  for  all  this  time 
/re  did  not  alight 


The  biahop  finding  this  art  to  fiui  him, 
turned  to  them,  and  begged  they  might  save 
the  life  of  an  old  man,  and  promised  he 
would  obtain  them  a  remission,  it  being 
capital  to  attempt  the  life  of  a  privy  conn- 
seller.  The  captain  warned  him,  that  they 
would  not  spare  him  longer ;  if  he  did  not 
address  God  presently,  they  knew  what  to 
do.  The  bishop's  coumge  still  continued, 
and  he  proposed  some  new  desire ;  upon 
which  they  discharged  another  shower  of 
shot  upon  him,  whereupon  he  fell  back,  and 
lay  as  dead.  But  one  of  them  giving  him  a 
prick  with  his  sword,  he  raised  himself; 
then  they  began  to  imagine  shooting  would 
not  do,  and  the  commander  ordered  them 
all  to  draw  their  swords.  Andrew  Guillan's 
expression  to  my  informer  is,  that  upon 
the  sight  of  cold  iron,  immediately  his  cou- 
rage failed ;  and  though  before  he  still  in- 
sisted in  his  petitions,  and  seemed  not  to 
regard  their  warnings  much,  yet  now  he 
made  hideous  and  terrible  shrieks  as  ever 
were  heard.  The  commander  seeing  no 
warnings  would  prevail  with  him  to  go 
about  any  thing  like  preparation  for  death, 
with  a  shabbied  struck  him  on  the  face,  and 
one  of  his  chops  fell  down :  he  essayed  to 
speak  somewhat,  but  was  not  understood. 
They  redoubled  their  strokes  and  wounded 
him  in  several  places,  and  killed  him  out- 
right 

After  the  bishop  was  killed,  the  captain 
received  any  arms  which  the  servants  had, 
who  were  five,  two  riders,  a  footman,  the 
coachman,  and  postillion.  He  ordered  them 
to  deliver  all  their  papers ;  they  said,  they 
had  none :  then  he  went  to  the  coach,  and 
got  a  little  trunk,  and  finding  nothing  in 
it  but  hoods  and  clothes  belonging  to  the 
bishop's  daughter,  it  was  set  in  again.  He 
found  another  littie  box  with  papers,  which 
he  seized.  In  a  trunk  upon  the  coach  he 
found  a  few  more  papers,  and  a  large  bible 
full  of  fine  cuts,  and  the  pictures  of  Christ 
and  the  New  Testament  saints,  and  some 
passages  of  the  history  of  the  Bible  in  Tali- 
duce,  and  a  case  of  very  fine  French  pis- 
tols, all  which  they  took.  The  rest  of  the 
trunk    contained    clothes    and    fumiturei 


*  *'  A  crooked  sword  or  hanger.**— JamesoD't 
Dictionary. 
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which  they  did  not  touch,  taking  nothing 
but  {Nipers  and  arms.  In  the  bishop's 
podcets  they  found  neither  silver  nor  gold, 
but  only  some  letters  and  papers,  and  a 
whinger  with  silver  roves,  and  knives  con- 
form. Several  of  the  forementioned  ac- 
counts bear,  that  they  found  on  the  bishop 
a  box  with  some  pistol-ball,  threads  of 
worsted,  and  other  odd  things  in  it,  which 
they  knew  not  what  to  make  of.  This  is  all 
I  have  met  with  as  to  the  material  circum- 
stances  of  this  &ct,  and  I  have  given  it  as  I 
found  it  in  papers  which  are  writ  by  per- 
sons present,  who  only  indeed  could  give 
accounts  of  this  matter ;  and  they  agree,  as 
far  as  I  can  learn,  with  the  accounts  which 
went  up  and  down  after  the  murder  was 
committed.  All  this  took  up  about  three 
quarters  of  an  hour  about  mid-day,  betwixt 
twelve  and  one  of  the  clock,  Saturday,  May 
3rd,  this  year.  As  they  went  off,  they  met 
a  man  very  well  mounted,  and  asking  him 
what  he  was,  he  answered,  one  of  my  lord 
St  Andrew's  servants,  whom,  it  seems,  the 
bishop  had  sent  off  to  pay  his  respects  to 
some  persons  about :  they  dismounted  him, 
took  his  arms  from  him,  and  drove  away 
his  horse  to  shift  for  himself,  as  they  had 
formeriy  done  to  the  other  two  riding 
servants,  and  thus  rode  away  in  a  body 
to  a  place  three  or  four  miles  distant 
from  Magus-muir,  where  this  action  was 
done. 

The  actors  in  this  bloody  tragedy  could 
not  but  wonder  at  their  own  preservation, 
and  that,  when  this  fact  was  a  doing  in  the 
open  fields,  at  the  height  of  the  day,  in  this 
season  of  the  year,  and  so  many  pieces  dis- 
charged, they  were  neither  interrupted  or 
discovered ;  and  this  was  the  more  strange 
to  them,  that  there  were  soldiers  lying  upon 
every  hand  of  them,  in  Lai^o,  Balchristie, 
Lademie  and  Cupar,  all  within  a  very  few 
miles  of  the  place,  beside  parties  of  troopers 
continually  ranging  up  and  down  the  shire; 
and  yet  they  got  off  without  observation, 
and  continued  together  till  night,  looking 
over  the  papers  they  had  got  Among  the 
pliers  they  found,  these  are  the  most  consid- 
erable. A  gift  of  nonentries  of  several  gen- 
tlemen's estates  in  Fife,  and  elsewhere,  to 
Alexander  Leslie  of  Kinninvie,  with  instruo- 
titms  and  iafimnMtioas  bow  to  prosecute,  in 


order  to  the  eviction  of  the  lands,  the  .  ^„ 
patent  of  the  bishopric  of  Dunkeld, 
in  fovours  of  Mr  Andrew  Bruce  archdeacon 
of  St  Andrews;  several  presentations  to 
churches  whereof  the  king  is  patron;  in- 
structions to  conjunct  deputies,  and  new 
gifts  of  the  heritor's  fines ;  a  paper  about 
popery,  whereof  a  full  account  could  not  be 
given  when  the  information  whence  I  take 
this  was  writ;  several  missives  and  other 
papers  of  no  consequence.  After  they  had 
looked  through  the  papers,  they  continued 
together  in  the  foresaid  house  tUl  the  even- 
ing, and  then  separated,  and  every  one 
shifted  for  himself  the  best  way  he  might 
This  is  the  best  account  I  can  give  of  this 
matter;  and  in  the  matters  of  fiust,  there  is 
a  concurrence  of  two  or  three  accounts  I 
have  seen,  none  of  which  that  I  know  of 
have  been  printed,  and  therefore  1  have 
given  them  at  the  more  length.  They  are 
indeed  all  upon  one  side ;  and  therefore,  in 
a  matter  of  this  nature,  which  only  can  be 
fully  known  by  balanced  accounts  of  both 
sides,  I  think  it  but  fair  the  reader  should 
see  what  is  said  upon  the  other  side.  As 
far  as  I  have  noticed  what  is  printed,  there 
is  no  very  great  difference  as  to  matters  of 
fiict;  there  is  indeed  considerable  difference 
as  to  the  carriage  and  character  of  the 
bishop.  The  written  accounts  I  have  made 
use  of,  represent  him  as  most  averse  to  pre- 
pare for  death,  and  the  printed  accounts 
represent  him  as  a  saint  It  is  my  business 
to  give  matter  of  &ct  as  I  find  it ;  and  there- 
fore, that  the  reader  may  have  the  other 
side  of  the  story,  I  have  insert  *  an  account 


*  Narrative  of  the  murder  of  the  ardibisttopf 

jniblis/ted  by  avihorily. 
On  the  third  of  May,  a  day  remarkable  in  the 
church  kalendar  for  the  invention  of  the  holy 
croM,  this  excellent  primate  found  his,  and  1 
hope  obtained  bis  crown,  Tin  which  month  also, 
Henry  IV.  of  France,  ano  cardinal  Beaton,  one 
of  his  predecessors,  were  assassinated)  about  nine 
of  the  clock  in  the  morning  he  took  his  coach  in 
Kennoway,  a  village  ten  miles  distant  from  St 
j  Andrews,  where  he  lay  the  night  before,  accom- 
panied only  with  four  of  his  servants,  and  his 
'  eldest  daughter  in  the  coach  with  him.    About 
■  half  an  hour  before  he  was  attacked,  his  great 
soul,  it  seems,  presaginf  what  came  to  pass,  he 
fell  on  a  most  pious  and  serious  discourse  to  hla 
<  daughter,  giving  her  i^ucViV^Q\kBVMKx>xc^«iA«3QA 
(  directions,  as  he  would  \*a.v*  A«ift,\t  uv>^  "^^ 
i  death-bMl,  wbercunto  die  «a^e  *ia^^t««wM»% 
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ifi70  ^  ^^  matter,  pablished  by  autho- 

*  rity  and  order  of  the  privy  ooondL 

The  former  acoounts  are  taken  finom  the 

actora'  and  rehttiona*  pi^rs,  and  this  from 

the  bishop's  daughter  and  senrants,  and  I 


and  mtitfactory  answers,  that  he  embraced,  and 
tbrmally  blessed  her :  afterward  conaing  near  to 
a  farmer's  house,  called  Mmtos,  he  says,  *  There 
lives  an  ill-natured  man,  God  preserve  us,  my 
child.'  Within  a  very  lltUe  time  after,  the 
coachman  perceiving  some  horsemen  on  the  spur 
after  them,  calls  to  the  postillion  to  drive  on,  for 
those  men  had  no  good  in  their  minds.  My  lord 
finding  the  coacti  run  so  hard,  looked  out  to  see 
what  the  matter  was,  and  then  perceiving  armed 
men  pursuing,  he  turning  to  his  daughter,  said, 

*  Lord  have  mercy  upon  me,  my  poor  child,  for 
1  am  gone :'  upon  which,  presently  three  or  four 
of  the  ruffians  fired  at  the  coach,  but  touched 
neither  of  them  in  the  coach;  the  coachman  pot 
fiwter  on,  and  outrun  the  most  part  of  the  rogues 
(my  lord's  own  servants,  of  which  the  best 
armed  was  wounded  in  the  head  by  a  sword, 
being  mounted  on  weak  hackney  hones,  had 
lallen  behind  before  this,  and  were  disarmed  at 
the  first  coming  up^  while  at  last,  one  of  the  best 
mounted  overhighea  the  postillion,  and  by  wound- 
ing him  on  the  face,  snooting  the  coach-horse 
which  he  led,  in  the  back,  and  cutting  him  in  the 
hams,  turned  the  coach  out  of  the  way,  and  gave 
the  rest  the  advantage  to  come  up.  Then  they 
fired  again ;  <me  of  uem  had  his  pistol  so  near 
my  lord,  that  the  burning  calfing  was  left  on  his 
gown,  and  was  rubbed  off  by  his  daughter, 
which  wounded  him  two  or  three  Inches  below  the 
right  clavicle,  in  betwixt  the  second  and  third 
rib,  and  then  another  of  them  on  the  other  side  of 
the  coach  run  him  upon  the  region  of  the  kid- 
neys with  a  small  sword  ;  therMfter  they  called, 

*  Come  out,  cruel  and  bloody  traitor,'  but  not 
any  offered  to  lay  hands  upon,  or  drag  him  out 
of  his  coach,  as  is  falsely  reported  in  the  relation, 
the  assassinates  being  all  yet  on  horseback; 
whereupon  most  composedly  he  opened  the  door 
of  the  coach  himself,  and  stepped  out,  and  then 
said,  *  Gentlemen,  you  will  spare  my  life,  and 
whatever  else  vou  please  to  do,  you  shall  never 
be  questioned  for  it.*  They  told  him  there  was 
no  mercy  for  a  Judas,  an  enemy  and  traitor  to 
the  cause  of  Christ  *  Well  then/  said  he,  *  I  shall 
expect  none  from  you,  but  promise  to  me  to 
spare  my  poor  child,'  directing  his  speech  to  one, 
whom  it  is  suspected,  by  his  looking  him  broad 
in  the  face,  he  knew,  and  reaching  fMth  his  hand 
to  him,  the  bloody  villain  starts  back  from  my 
lord,  and,  by  a  mighty  blow,  cut  him  more  than 
half  througn  the  wrist :  then  said  my  lord,  *  I 
hope  ye  wUl  give  me  some  time  to  pour  out  my 
soul  to  God,  and  1  shall  also  pray  for  you ;'  and 

}»resently  falling  on  his  knees,  be  said,  *  Lord, 
brffive  them,  for  1  do :  Lord,  receive  my  spirit.' 
While  thus  praying  on  his  knees  Tone  of  the 
traitors  standing  some  paces  off,  called  to  the 
rest,  *  Spare  those  gray  hairs')  and  his  hands  lifted 
up,  they  struck  fiu'lously  at  him,  and  wounding 
him  therein  in  three  places,  which  nevertheless 
he  kept  up  bleeding  to  heaven,  while  one  of  them 
cut  him  to  the  very  bone,  a  little  above  the  left 
e/v,  whereapan  my  lord  said,  *  Now  you  have  j 
doue  the  turn; '  then  falling  forward,  he  stretched  l 


shall  make  no  reflections  on  it;  only  the 
matters  of  fitct  formerly  related  in  this  his- 
toiy,  and  the  known  tenor  of  the  primate's 
actings  give  no  foundation  for  such  a  char- 
acter as  the  bishop  gets  in  this  pi^r. 


himself  out,  and  laid  his  head  on  his  arm,  as  if 
he  had  been  to  compose  himself  for  tdeep,  when 
some  of  the  villains  from  their  horses,  and  othcfs 
a  foot  (having  alighted)  gave  him  about  fifteen 
or  sixteen  wounds  in  the  nead,  and  in  effect  the 
whole  occipital  part  was  but  <Mie  wound ;  after 
which  tbey  rifled  his  pockets,  and  took  some 
papers  out  of  them ;  and  so  mad  was  their  spite 
and  rage,  that  even  after  he  was  dead,  and  the 
murderers  gone  some  way  from  the  body,  one  of 
the  furious  and  bloody  assassins  returned,  and 
thrust  twice  or  thrice  at  him  with  a  sword, 
lliey  robl>ed  his  daughter  of  some  gold,  and 
other  things  she  had  In  a  little  box  (they  had 
wounded  her,  thrustinff  at  her  father,  betwixt 
whom  and  them  she  had  interposed  herself,  by  a 
stab  in  her  thigh,  and  one  of  her  thumbs)  then 
they  took  away  my  lord's  night  bag,  bible,  girdle, 
and  some  papers  of  moment :  they  also  robbed 
his  servants,  and  took  their  arms  from  them, 
and  Ithen  went  away  as  they  came,  and  encoun- 
tered one  of  my  lord's  gentlemen  he  had  sent  off 
some  time  before,  to  salute  the  earl  of  Crawford 
In  his  name,  having  passed  near  to  hia  house : 
one  of  them  called  to  kill  him,  for  he  was  one  of 
Judas's  servants;  others  came  and  took  his 
papers  in  his  fore-pockets,  and  arms,  and  bid 
him  be  gone,  for  his  master  was  gone  home  be- 
fore him.  llie  place  where  this  horrid  murder 
wascommitted,  iscalled  Magus-muir,  within  two 
miles,  and  in  sight  of  the  town  of  ht  Andrews. 
Thus  fell  that  excellent  prelate  (whose  charac- 
ter and  worthy  acts  deserve,  and,  no  doubt,  wiU 
find  some  excellent  pen)  by  the  hands  of  nine 
fiinatic  ruffians:  that  they  were  so,  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  their  names  being  all  now  known,  and 
all  of  them  denounced  or  Intercommuned,  for 
frequenting  field  conventicles,  and  the  known 
champions  of  that  partv  in  the  shire  of  Fife ; 
besides  their  holy  sanctined  discourse  at  the  time 
of  their  bloody  actings,  shows  what  temper  of 

3>irit  they  were  of.  I  have  done  with  my  rela- 
on  (attested  to  me  before  famous  witnesses  by 
my  lord's  daughter,  and  those  of  his  servants 
that  were  so  imfortunate  to  be  spectators  of  this 
execrable  villany)  when  1  have  observed  how 
ridiculous  the  author  of  the  pretended  true  one 
is,  where  he  endeavours  to  discover  the  occasion 
of  the  murder  of  the  archbishop  of  St  Andrews; 
for  what  need  was  there  of  any  thing  more  to 
provoke  them,  than  his  being  an  archbishop,  and 
the  primate  of  Scotland,  and  the  most  active,  as 
well  as  the  most  reverend  father  of  this  church? 
Was  it  not  for  this  reason,  that  he  was,  on  the 
streets  of  Edinburgh,  shot  at  by  Mr  James  Mit- 
chel,  while  in  his  own  coach?  Was  not  this  the 
reason  that  these  fanatic  books  from  Holland, 
both  some  time  ago  and  of  late,  marked  out  his 
sacrum  cajmtf  as  they  termed  it,  and  devoted  him 
to  a  cruel  death,  an*d  gave  out  predictions  thai 
he  should  die  so?  which  they  easily  might,  being 
so  active  in  stimulating  and  prompting  inatru- 
ments  to  fulfil  their  own  prophecies. 

**  O  Lord,  how  unsearchable  are  thy  Judg- 
menta,  and  ih^  wm^a  v^i  f^u4Vnf^  out  l" 
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Some  oUmt  aoooiiiits  of  this  matter  I  haye 
seen,  niiioh  I  shall  rery  shortly  pass.  One 
was  printed  at  London,  a  few  days  after 
this  fiM^  was  done,  for  D.  M.  which  is  the 
flattest  and  most  insipid  account  I  ever  al- 
most saw  of  any  things,  and  it  deserves  no 
further  notice.  Another  account  was  pub- 
lished about  the  same  time,  intituled,  *^  A  true 
Relation  of  what  has  been  discovered  con- 
cerning the  Murder  of  the  Archbishop  of 
St  Andrews :"  wherein  this  murder  is  lodgw 
ed  upon  Raihillet,  and  his  brother-in-law 
John  Balibar  of  Kinloch ;  and  these  two  | 
persons  are  represented  to  have  been  wrong-  | 
ed  by  the  primate  in  some  civil  aflkirs,  and 
to  have  murdered  him  in  pique.  This  pa-  j 
per  was  answered  by  another,  intituled,  '<  A  , 
clear  Discovery  of  the  Falsehoods  of  the  foi^ 
mer,"  wherein  indeed  the  matters  of  &ct 
advanced  in  the  former  seem  plainly  enough 
overturned;  but  when  this  is  done,  very 
little  light  is  brought  to  this  matter,  and 
therefore  I  say  no  more  of  it ;  only  it  ap- 
pears to  me  undeniable,  that  Rathillet  was 
not  actively  concerned  in  this  matter.  And 
as  to  John  Balfour,  though  it  be  true  what 
is  in  this  paper  asserted,  that  he  had  with- 
drawn from  ordinances  for  many  years, 
and  was  very  active  about  field  conventi- 
des;  yet  a  person's  doing  so  will  neither 
make  him  a  saint,  nor  make  the  people  he 
joins  himself  to,  chargeable  with  every 
thing  he  does :  and  I  cannot  find  that  this 
gentleman  had  ever  any  great  character  for 
religion  among  those  that  knew  him ;  and 
such  were  the  accounts  of  him  when  abroad, 
that  the  reverend  ministers  of  the  Scots 
congregation  at  Rotterdam  would  never 
allow  him  to  communicate  with  them.  In- 
deed upon  him  I  find  this  action  is  gener- 
ally a^  principally  lodged. 

A  third  account  of  this  matter  I  find  in 
that  virulent  pamphlet  formerly  spoken  of, 
intituled,  **  The  Spirit  of  Popery  speaking 
out  of  the  Bfouths  of  phanatical  Protes- 
tants," London,  1680.  This  writer  hath 
little  of  &ct,  but  what  is  taken  out  of  the 
council's  narrative :  he  adds  the  certificate 
of  a  physician  and  three  chirurgeons,  who 
inspected  the  bishop's  body,  to  prove  they 
foimd  one  wound  below  the  right  clavicle 
by  a  shot{  and  in  tha  tame  certiBcate  they 
Sedan,  they  found  three  wounds  in  his  left 


1979. 


hand,*  whidimi^  haTS  proved  1 
tal,'  though  he  had  had  no  other.  lam 
so  ill  a  physician,  as  not  to  understand  how  a 
wound  in  the  hand  in  itself  can  be  mcnrtaL 
He  adds  the  names  of  the  murderers  in  red 
letters,  John  Balfour  of  Kinloch,  David 
Hackston  of  Rathillet,  Geoige  Balfour  in 
Gilston,  James  Russel  in  Kingskettle,  Ro- 
bert Dingwall  a  farmer's  son  in  Caddam, 
Andrew  Guillan  weaver  in  Balmerinock, 
Alexander  Henderson  and  Andrew  Hen- 
derson, sons  to  John  Henderson  in  Kil- 
brachmont,  Geoige  Fleming  son  to  Geoige 
Fleming  in  Balboothy.  As  far  as  I  can 
learn,  Andrew  Guillan  was  only  called  by 
the  actors  to  look  to  their  horses,  or  some 
such  thing,  but  was  not  active,  though  pre- 
sent at  the  action.  Two  Hendersons  were 
afterwards  imprisoned  1682  on  this  account, 
and  let  go.  How  many  other  mistakes  are 
in  this  hst,  I  know  not :  indeed  this  writer 
hath  too  many  fiilse  fiicts  and  blunders  for 
me  to  follow ;  neither  shall  1  consider  what 
he  pretends  to  bring  to  vindicate  this  fact 
from  presbyterian  writers, '  Knox,  Nq>htali, 
Jus  populi  vmdicatwn^  rince  none  of  his  ci- 
tations came  at  all  up  to  this  case.  What 
follows  in  point  of  history,  anent  the  High- 
land host,  the  murder  at  Loudonhill,  and 
major  Johnston,  is  false,  and  his  misrepre- 
sentations are  already  taken  off  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  this  history. 

The  last  account  of  the  bishop's  death  I 
have  met  with  in  print,  is  in  the  **  Caveat  for 
the  Whigs,"  London,  1711,  part  L  p.  57 
wherein  all  the  spiteful  lies  any  where  pub- 
lished seem  to  be  cast  together.  It  would 
be  tedious  to  go  through  the  mistakes  of 
this  ill  natured  and  malicious  author  in  this 
matter.  What  he  talks  of  lists  of  persons 
to  be  murdered,  handed  about,  with  the 
archbishop  on  the  head  of  them,  of  the  re- 
lenting of  the  assassinators,  their  trampling 
his  daughter,  and  many  other  things,  are  , 
unknown  to  such  who  were  present  The 
rencounter  was  certainly  undesigned,  till 
they  got  notice  of  the  bishop's  coming  that 
way ;  and  they  were  so  far  from  being  stir- 
red up  by  field  preachers  to  it,  that  they 
themselves  had  no  thought  about  it  till  the 
hour  in  which  it  was  doD«.  T\i^  clbx^s^aaoL 
temper  of  the  pnmalte  at  "ViSa  ^«•J^V^  ^Vv^ 
this  writer  harangueii  on,\a  ^erj  7^xc«a^V»- 
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rily  denied  by  such  as  were  present, 
*  as  we  have  seen;  and  I  very  much 
jealouse   those   religious   expressions   are 
made  for  him. 

Thus  on  both  hands  I  have  laid  this  af- 
fiiir  before  the  reader,  from  what  1  have 
seen  in  manuscript  and  print  relative  there- 
unto ;  and  though  many  remarics  might  be 
made  upon  the  whole,  yet  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  one  or  two,  which  are  properly 
historicaL  One  is,  that  as  none  of  the  real 
actors  were  taken,  so,  when  the  murder 
was  over,  they  came  out  of  Fife  for  their 
own  safety,  and  joined  themselves  to  those 
who  attended  these  field-preachers  who  set 
up  against  the  cess  and  indulgence,  of  whom 
before ;  from  which  the  English  papers,  yea, 
the  narratives  of  the  after  acts  of  council, 
as  we  shall  hear,  load  the  risers  at  Both- 
well  with  being  art  and  part  in  this  action. 
1  do  not  question  but  several  of  them  were 
at  Both  well  for  their  own  safety ;  but  it  is 
very  ill  reasoning,  and  un£Eur,  to  lodge  this 
fact  upon  the  whole  party,  when  perhaps 
not  one  of  a  thousand  knew  them,  or  what 
they  had  done.  Another  is,  that  this  inci- 
dent of  the  bishop's  murder  became  not 
only  matter  of  reproach  to  the  whole  suffer- 
ing presbyterians,  as  Rathillet  fairly  insin- 
uated to  the  actors,  though  indeed  the 
calumny  was  groundless,  as  hath  been 
noticed,  but  also  the  occasion  of  very  heavy 
oppression  and  persecution.  The  prelates 
and  council  took  hold  of  it,  as  a  handle  for 
prosecuting  the  cruel  designs  the  primate 
was  cut  off  from  finishing.  This  was  made 
use  of  as  a  shibboleth  for  many  years,  to 
vex  poor  innocent  and  ignorant  country 
people  with,  when  seized :  and  so  far  is  it 
from  truth  which  Lesley  advanceth,  Cas- 
sandra, No.  2.  p.  *  That  the  worst  of  the 
primate's  enemies  had  nothing  to  lay  to  his 
charge  but  episcopacy,'  that  he  was  gener- 
ally looked  upon  as  a  very  ill  man;  and  the 
impressions  of  his  wickedness,  with  some 
other  things  before  suggested,  made  not  a 
few  unwilling  peremptorily  to  judge  of  this 
action,  which  a  great  many  others  had 
freedom  enough  to  condemn  as  murder. 
Several  were  executed  as  accessory  to  his 
death,  who  were  entirely  free  of  it,  and 
many  others  harassed  upon  that  score, 
MffUMtst  all  law  and  jusUce,  as  shall  be 


noticed  in  the  succeeding  history.  Upon 
the  whole,  though  the  most  part  of  good 
people  in  Scotland  could  not  but  observe 
and  adore  the  holy  and  righteous  providence 
of  God,  in  the  removal  of  this  violent  per- 
secutor and  spring  of  the  most  part  of  the 
former  severities,  at  such  a  juncture  when 
just  upon  new  and  violent  projects,  yet  they 
could  not  Improve  of  the  manner  of  taking 
him  off,  nor  would  they  justify  the  actors: 
and  the  known  stanza  of  that  excellent 
man,  and,  in  his  time,  good  poet.  Sir  David 
Lindsay  of  the  Mount,  upon  cardinal 
Beaton's  death,  could  not  but  come  in 
people's  minds,  as  not  unapplicable ;  mith 
it  1  end  this  section  and  chapter. 

**Ab  for  this  cardinal,  I  grant 

He  was  the  man  we  might  well  want, 

God  will  forgive  it  soon : 
But  of  a  truth,  the  sooth  to  say, 
Altho'  the  loon  be  well  away. 

The  fact  was  foully  done.* 


•  "  The  account  which  Wodrow,  who  was 
not  partial  to  Sharp,  glares  of  the  murder,  must, 
I  should  think,  shock  every  mind  not  sunk  in 
depraTity.**  So  says  an  able  and  candid  histor- 
ian of  the  church,  T Cook's  Hist.  vol.  III.  p. 
S4C)  and  yet  Mr  Sharpe  is  of  opinion  that 
"Wodrow  relates  all  the  circumstances  with 
the  most  paternal  sympathy  and  apologetic 
tenderness."  Kirkton,  p.  407.  It  is  true,  he 
does  not  deal  in  the  harsh  invective  of  the  high 
cavalier  party  on  such  an  occasion,  and  he  would 
be  far  from  maintaining  that  the  prelate  did  not 
in  point  of  fact  deserve  to  die.  But  he  does  not 
defend  the  manner  of  the  deed,  and  much  less 
the  dangerous  principles  which  led  to  it.  He 
takes  iust  that  view  of  it  which  every  moderate 
and  mir  man  on  a  proper  knowledge  of  the 
dreadful  state  of  the  country  at  the  time  and  the 
agency  of  Sharp  in  the  persecutions,  will  be  in- 
clined to  take.  I  acknowledge  he  is  wrong  in 
stating  that  no  party  of  presbyterians  in  Scotland 
at  the  time  approved  of  the  deed.  The  author 
of  the  "  Hind  let  loose,"  p.  6S5,  vindicates  it  on 
the  plea  of  necessity,  and  speaks  of  all  such 
"attempts  for  cutting  off  such  monsters  of  na- 
ture*' as  "lawful  and  (as  one  would  think) 
laudable"  in  the  circumstances  of  the  country  at 
the  time.  But  certainly  the  mat  body  of  pres- 
byterians disapproved  of  the  deed,  and  therefore 
it  ought  not  to  be  brought  as  a  stigma  upon  their 
cause.  "  Oppression  maketh  wise  men  mad/* 
and  our  wonder  is  not  that  cases  of  assassination 
were  occasionally  exhibited  in  the  course  of  that 
dark  and  gloomy  period,  but  that  they  were  so 
few.— 'Amonff  the  various  accounts  of  the  arch- 
bishop's death  we  may  notice  that  given  in 
Defoe's  Memoirs  of  the' Church  of  Scotland,  by 
one  of  the  actors ;  Russel's  account  as  publidied 
i  in  Kirkton  *,  and  that  given  by  Sir  \Y.  Sharp, 
\  the  blibop*  a  «(»iik,\v!k  Y\U  \«x\ci  \a  >skvc  ^«3ii«^  ^usd^ 
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monly  called,  from  the  place  of  its  fi^ 

tal  iasae,  Bothwell4)ridge.     Here  1  ^^''^^' 

reckon  myself  obliged  to  give  as  particular  a 

detail  of  &cts  as  my  materials  will  allow  me. 

The  larger  accounts  are  necessary,  because  it 

;  very  much  concerns  the  persecuted  party, 

I  AM  now  come  to  the  rising  in  arms  in  the    that  this  transaction  be  set  in  its  due  light 

west  country.  May  and  June  this  year,  com-    No  tolerable  narratiye  of  it,  as  &r  as  I  have 


OF  TUB  RISING  THIS  YEAR  IN  THB  WEST  OF 
SCOTLAND,  WWCH  ENDED  BY  THE  DEFEAT 
AT  BOTHWEUz-BRlDOE,  JUNE  23^d,  1679. 


pablished  in  the  same  work.  They  all  agree  in 
the  moet  material  circumatances.  We  do  noC 
know  the  reaaon  why  our  hiatorian  omiCa  the 
stnuife  cireamatance  of  the  humUe  bee,  but 
we  abidl  aupply  it  from  an  account  of  the  mur- 
der, drawn  up  hj  two  peraons  who  w^re  pre- 
sent, and  which  la  in  Wodrow's  band- writing: 
**  'liey,"  the  murderera,  "  took  nothing  from 
him  bat  hia  tobacoo-boz  and  a  few  papera. 
With  theae  they  went  to  a  bam  near  bv.  Upon 
the  opening  of  the  tobaooo-boz,  Rlivhig  humnuttg- 
bee  jUw  out.  'Vh\B  either  Hathillet  or  Balfour 
ealled  hia  fiuniliar ;  and  aome  in  the  company, 
not  underatanding  the  term,  they  explained  it  to 
be  a  dcTiL**— Sbarp*a  Kirkton,  p.  421.  With 
the  exception  of  Danziel,  who  waa  killed  at 
Drunaclog,  and  Hackston  and  Guillan,  who 
were  aflerwarda  executed  for  the  murder,  none 
of  the  other  conapiratora  Mem  to  have  under- 
gone a  Tiolent  death. 

We  bsTa  been  favoured  by  the  proprietor,  Mr 
Mackinlay,  collector  of  cuatoma  at  Anstruther, 
with  an  original  MS.  account  of  the  archbiahop'a 
death.  It  may  have  been  in  the  poaaeaaion 
of  Mr  Wodrow  when  he  drew  up  hia  account ; 
but,  aa  it  baa  never  been  published,  and,  as  it 
Tindicatea  our  historian  from  certain  charges  of 
omiaaion  or  miastatemeiit  which  the  Editor  of 
Kirkton  haa  brought  against  him,  we  shall  in- 
aert  it  entire.  It  la  copied,  verbatim  et  literatim, 
firom  the  original : — 

••  ji  copine  if  the  maner  of'the  death  of  Mr  James 
Shar^,  late  Archjirdate  of  St  Anderofut,  qo 
depauied  his  life  on  Saturday,  May  the  S  day, 
IG79,  betuext  12  and  ane  a  clock  in  eftemoon  ; 
w*  the  particular  words  on  aither  syd,  and  ac- 
Hones  it  past  at  that  tume  jf  place  yrof  faith- 
fuWe  f  trewUe  related  by  ane  impartiaU  j)ai. 

**  Although  it  be  debait  by  some  in  this  nam  In 
what  maner  god  ought  to  be  serred,  and  by 
am  hia  ordinancea  of  the  word,  &  sacraments, 
sc  should  be  adminiatrat  in  thia  land,  yt  god 
hb  ordinancea  ought  to  be  dispenat,  by  men,  of 
thoa  men  qo  have  been  Tiolentlie  thruat  into  y« 
eererall  churcbea  of  thia  kingdome,  by  a  publick 
tew ;  for  och  canae  a  great  many  diaenting  No- 
blemen, Gentlemen,  Min",  and  y*  genenllitie 
of  the  eommona,  have  not  only  aunered  sore  and 
and  Uii^,  and  bonda,  Impriaonmenta,  fyninga, 
banlahmenta,  &c,  but  also  death  it  aelf,  tor  ad- 
hereing  to  thia  yr  oonaentious  prints,  according 
to  the  sworn  work  of  reforma^n  qch  waa  once 
fiunooa  in  via  land. 

**  And  aJthough  y«  peraecuted  people  would 
f  hidlie  have  given  a  testimonie  betbr  kings  and 
great  men,  for  the  caus  of  cbrist  ft  prin'ki  ft 
pmctisaa  qch  they  held  ft  acted ;  yet,  contrar  to 
the  praetlae  of  the  heathen  king  Aggrippa,  they 
wer  not  permitted  to  i|>eak  for  y"  ae/fea. 

<•  TMa  Hmndmgrmt  nutajr,  qoojoy  ft  crown  it  ; 

lit 


would  have  been  to  have  auffered  for  chriat,  to 
appeir  befor  the  peat  councell  of  thia  land  qn 
yr  they  were  cited  yrunto ;  upon  qoa  non  com- 
peirance,  they  wer  not  only  fy  ned  in  great  aouma, 
but  ther  peraons  ordained  to  be  apprehendit  by 
Magiatrato  or  any  of  the  stands  torcea  of  thia 
kingdome ;  and,  in  caae  they  refuised  to  be  taken, 
they  wer  impowred  to  kill  ym ;  for  qch  they  had 
indemnitie  by  act  of  parliaS  confirmed  ft  in'larg- 
ed  by  acts  of  the  privie  Councell. 

**  I'ersons  thus  in  hazard  on  all  handa  wer  forc- 
ed to  wander  up  and  doun  the  aolitarie  plaoea  of 
thia  land,  w*  ,weapona  for  yr  oun  defence,  stud- 
ing  noth*  mor  yn  how  to  have  a  conscience  void 
of  offence  towurds  god  and  towards  man. 

**  Thus  yr  innocent  cairage  doe  not  a  litle  trou- 
ble ft  diaqueit  the  malignant  prelaticall  partie,  ao 
jt  yr  witta  ft  inventiona  wer  continually  racked 
m  contrvving  waya,  not  only  how  to  ahed  yr 
blood  like  water  upon  the  earth,  (qrin  tbe  lord 
permitted  ym  to  come  a  very  great  length  in,) 
but  lykewiae  to  force  y**  poor  afflict^  people  to 
make  ane  inteatine  broyL 

**  They  have  trved  many  deep  inventions  too ; 
(to  tedious  to  reUit,  &  qch  doubtlea  put  y">  in 
great  diaqueitude,  becaua  y*  ancoesa  anzred  not 
yr  designe,)  hot  at  last  they  lighted  on  a  notable 
on,  qch  they  thos*  would  not  faill  in  reducing 
yt  people  to  notbs ;  tt,  it  waa,  yt  yr  ahould  be 
peraona  appointed  for  aupprcning  conventida 
only,  who  ahould  be  impowred  in  yt  effect  in 
the  aeverall  shyres  of  Scotland ;  and,  according- 
ly, thia  taking  effect  by  the  prelats  inatiga'n,  and 
piivie  Council  commanda,  on  Mr  Wm.  Carmi- 
chell,  aome  tymea  merchant  bailzie  in  £d'  hav- 
ing apent  all  he  had  w*  harlots  and  in  riotoua 
living,  (and  still  contlnows  to  be  a  drunkard  and 
adulterer,)  give  in  his  very  humble  petition  to 
Bishop  Sharp,  (qofs)  death  we  now  intend  to  re- 
lait,)  to  be  made  Sheriff-dep^  of  fyffe;  who(s) 
pe(t)ition  waa  accordinglv  granted,  and  inatruo- 
tiona  ft  ordora  given  to  him,  to  summond,  fyne, 
imprison,  punde,  apoyle,  ft  unlaw  for  abaence, 
ftc  :  he  not  being  content  w*  the  rigirous  extent 
of  hia  commiaaon,  thos*  he  ahould  ingratiat  him- 
aelf  mor  in  the  Biahop*a  favora  yn  any  oy>*  had 
or  could  doe ;  and  yrtor,  he  not  only  fvned,  im- 
priaoned,  pojmdit,  plundered,  ftc.,  but  lykwayea 
cauaed  fix  fimi  matohea  betwixt  servanta  fingera, 
yt  they  mig*  discover  qr  ther  m**  wer  hyd  :  he 
cauaed  beat  and  wound  aeverall  women  ft  chil- 
dren ft  aervants,  ft  do  many  oyr  inaolencea  qch 
wer  to  tidioua  and  lamentable  to  relait. 

**  The  wander(er )a  in  fyffe,  taking  to  3rr  conai- 
dera*n  the  deplorable  eatato  and  condign  yt  poor 
abyre  waa  redacted  to,  not  only  by  y«  want  of 
the  pretioua  ordinancea,  but  lykwayea  by  the  aad 
condign  yr  wivea  and  nnmeroua  children  ft  fa- 
miliea,  by  the  cruell  actVema  of  \^\ Woo^a  w- 
secater,  they  wer  rcacAved  \»  Vm  vr«n^ovi  \i&s^ 
seeing  all  doon  of   ujuum%  i«c  T^  t«i^>^^  ^«t 
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observed,  hath  been  given  to  the  pub- 
1679. 1*^.  ^^^  J  hope,  when  this  matter  is 

fiurly  narrated,  it  will  not  appear  so  odious 
as  some  have  represented  it;  and  what- 


■topped  up,  altho  he  acted  many  things  oontrar 
to  the  very  lawt  them  aelfee.  In  order  to  this  yr 
deeignc  by  providence,  &  (some)  of-  thes  afflicted 
MTSODS  YuLYlng  mett  in  the  east  end  of  fyfe  upon 
Saturday  the  9^  Mali,  1679,  they  wer  resoWed 
to  meet  w*  Carmichell  if  proredenoe  should 
brine  him  in  yr  way.  It  was  reported  to  ym 
by  tne  people  vr  yt  he  was  gone  to  hunting,  as 
they  wer  searching  throw  the  fields  for  him,  un- 
til! they  wer  come  a  myle  by  east  ways,  &  found 
yr  seaixh  for  him  to  be  in  vain,  they  wer  consi- 
dering qr  to  take  up  ther  quarters,  qn  immedi- 
atly  a  boy  came  to  ym  in  a  post  hast,  and  told 
them  yt  the  Bishops  ooatch  was  coming  towards 
Blebo  holl  w*  6  horses  in  it,  qr  upon  (after  a 
lide  pose,)  let  us  go  to  him ;  a  2^  said,  it  seems 

fd  hes  ddivered  him  into  our  hands;  a  9^  said, 
think  wee  have  a  clear  call  frmn  god  to  goe 
efterhim.  Efter  some  serious  oon«aera*n  among 
ym  selfes,  they  all  raolved  to  follow  the  ooatch; 
and,  as  they  wer  in  persutt,  a  gentleman  in  y* 
eompanie  sd  yt  it  will  be  flit  yt  some  of  you  take 
the  command  of  us,  at  qos  word  let  us  all  be 
obedient.  Efter  voting,  a  gentleman  of  the  eom- 
panie was  chosen,  qo  answerd  and  said,  god  is 
my  wittnes  vt  I  resolve  to  oun  the  cans  of  Christ 
w*  my  lyfe  &  fortun,  the  lord  strengthning  me 
so  to  doe ;  but  to  be  commander  in  tnis  ezployt 
I  will  by  no  means  condesend  to,  becaus  tber  is 
a  known  difference  betwixt  the  Bishop  and  me, 
80  yt  qt  I  doe  as  commander  in  this  busines  will 
seem  to  have  no  reference  to  gods  glorie,  but  only 
for  my  privat  reveng,  qch  would  marr  the  god- 
lie  of  the  action.  Anoyr  gentleman,  seeing  him 
in  the  eompanie  so  reaolutiie  refuise  the  com- 
mand upon  so  weightie  grounds,  s4,  gentlemen 
faUow  me ;  qrupon  they  obeyed.  During  this 
oonsulta^n,  they  war  all  come  to  a  litle  toun  call- 
ed Magus,  at  qch  toun  2  of  ym  spurred  their 
horse  efter  the  ooatch,  &  on  of  them  halting*  the 
oyr  advanced  to  the  ooatch  to  sie  if  the  Bishop 
was  in  it  or  not.  "The  Bishop,  looking  out  at  the 
ooatch,  commanded  the  coatcbman  to  dryve,  qch 
ha  did  w^  a  winged  diligence :  the  persewer  see- 
ing, be  threw  his  clock  from  him,  &  cryid  to  the 
bishop,  Judas  be  taken,  and  presentlie  he  fyred 
at  him.  Imediatlie  yrefter,  the  oyr  7,  (for  y 
gentleman  who  had  the  quarrel  w*  the  Bishop 
stood  at  a  distance  during  the  wboll  action,) 
throwing  yr  cloacks  from  ym,  &  fyred  several! 
shoots  during  thetyme  of  persewing  the  coatch. 
On  Wallace,  a  servant  of  the  Bishops,  having  a 
carrbyn  on  his  shnlder,  took  it  and  offered  to 
fyre ;  qch  on  of  ym  seeing,  immediatly  came  to 
him  &  dismonted  him,  &  took  y*  carrbyn  from 
him.  Thereiiter,  anoyr  of  ym  qo  wer  come  up  the 
length  of  the  coatch,— for  the  rest  were  hot  com- 
ing in  very  great  disorder,— comma(n)ding  the 
postilian  to  stand,  qch  he  refuising  to  doe,  anoyr 
came  up  to  him  and  strouck  him  on  the  face  wt 
a  sworo,  qch  he  smott  off  part  of  his  chine,  & 
alio  took  hold  of  tbe  reinzie  of  the  horse,  and 
came  in  running  to  tbe  coatch  door,  (at  qch  tyme 
the  commander  came  forward  lykwise,;  &they 
both  desired  the  Bishop  to  come  furth,  qch  he 
nfuJaed  to  doe:  tbecowmaader  s^,  1  take  end  to 
wittaem,  qm  cauge  1  detin  to  own,  in  adnere- 
//y  io  ibJa  peraecated  Gotpell,  y  t  It  is  not  oat  of 


ever  extremities  may  have  been  with  some 
at  this  rising  in  some  things,  the  body 
of  presbyterians  in  Scotland  are  not  chaige- 
able  with  them.  Indeed  it  was  the  divisions 


hatred  to  thy  person,  nor  for  any  prejudice  thow 
hes  done  or  could  doe  to  me,  for  qch  wee  intend 
to  take  thy  lyfe  from  the  this  day ;  but  it  is  be- 
caus thow  hes  been,  and  still  continows  to  be, 
ane  avowed  opposer  of  the  florishing  of  christs 
kingdome,  and  murtherer  of  his  saints,  qos  blood 
thow  hes  shed  lyk  water  on  tlie  ground.  Tbe 
oyr  person,  who  was  standing  on  his  fooCt  at  tbe 
ooatch  door,  t^  to  the  Bishop,  repent  Jndas  & 
come  furth.  Y*  Bishop  answerd,  save  my  life, 
and  1  will  save  all  yors.  Y*  oyr  replyed,  I  Icnow 
it  is  not  in  your  power  natber  to  save  us  nor  kill 
us ;  and  1  oedair  heir,  befor  the  lord,  yt  it  Is  no 
particular  quarrell  of  myne  vt  moves  me  to  this, 
out  becaus  thow  hes  been,  &  still  continows,  (s 
traitor)  to  Jesus  Chryst  and  hes  interest  and 
cans,  s  wring  thy  hands  in  the  blood  of  the 
saints,  not  only  at  Fentland,  but  several!  tymcs 
since,  and  more  particularly  for  the  sheding  of 
Mr  James  Mitchell  &  James  Lermount  blood, 
ooe  blood  cryes  w*  a  loud  voice  for  vmgeance 
from  heaven  upon  ye ;  &  wee  ar  this  day  sent  by 
god  to  ezecut  it  :  and  again  desired  him  to  oome 
out  of  the  coatch  &  make  readie  for  death,  judge- 
ment, and  eternity ;  qch  he  yet  refuising,  anoyr 
on  horse  back  said,  seeing  yrhes  been  so  many 
lifes  taken  innocently,  for  qch  yr  is  no  signs 
of  repentance,  if  vr  be  any  mor  lifea  taken 
upon  yt  account,  they  shall  not  be  innocently 
taken. 

"  After  the  words,  the  commander  fyred  a  pis- 
toll  at  him ;  &  the  oyr  person  standing  at  the 
coatch  door,  thrusting  a  shabale  in  him,  (<^cb 
wounded  him  a  litle,)  the  Bishop  cryed,  fjliyl 
I  am  gone  !  and  yet  be  wasnotmortallie  wound- 
ed :  and  being  desired  to  come  out  again,  he  yet 
refuised,  and  said,  I  am  gone  alreadie,  &  at  needs 
more :  but  yet  be  said  to  tbe  commander,  i  know 
you  ar  a  gentleman,  1  will  come  out  to  yon ;  for 
I  know  you  will  spare  my  life :  &  so  he  rame 
out  of  the  coatch,  and  satt  doun  on  his  knees,  & 
said,  for  gods  sake  save  my  life.     The  comman- 
der s<*  yr  Is  no  saving  of  yor  life,  becaus  yee  ar  a 
sworn  enemie  to  Jesus  Christ  and  his  interest : 
upon  qch  reply,  the  Bishop  rose  from  his  knees 
&  stept  a  litle  forward.     Y*  commander  seeing 
his  obdurtnes,  &  perceaving  no  signs  of  contri- 
tion in  him,  notwithstand*  of  all  the  wickednes 
he  bad  done,  be  presently  struck  him  on  y*  fiice 
w*  ashable ;  &  anoyr  of  ym  strucking  him  again, 
he  fell  doun  to  the  ground  sorlie  wounded.  The 
oyr  persons  who  had  lighted  came  forward  & 
cleaved  his  head  in  sevovll  places ;  at  qch  the 
gentlewoman  qo  was  in  the  coatch  cryed  and 
said,  this  is  murther !  The  oyr  replyed,  fiffht,  it  is 
not  murder,  but  gods  vengance  on  him  tor  mur- 
thering  many  poor  soulls  in  the  kirk  of  Scot- 
land: and,  efter  he  had  given  y*  Bishop  thes 
wounds,  be  went  himself  alone  to  the  Bishops 
servants,  qrof  to  witt  yr  wer  6,  2  riders,  a  coatch 
man,  &  a  postilian  and  a  footman,— and  said, 
render  yor  armes  presentlie !  &  accordingly  they 
did  deliver  to  him  yr  pistoles  and  swords.  Ther- 
efter  this  man  on  foot  cryed  to  bis  companions, 
saying,  gentlemen,  be  sure  that  y*  Bishop  be 
dMtd ;  and  prescnU^  vt  s\^Vk\.«d«x\o^r,&  ran  his 
aword  throw  \i\«  \w^u\e,  so  ^\  iYk«  ^\t\  cuba  «qx\ 
^  6c  S^,  I  am  auwYk^Vs  AesA  Ukovi.   X*  ^xwok  ^ 
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and  heights  run  into  by  some  who  joined  in 
that  rifting,  contrary  to  the  inclinations  of  the 
better  and  greater  part,  with  the  indiscretion, 


bad  ant  lighted,  said,  take  up  your  preitt  now : 
and  imed my  efter  he  had  taken  the  arms  from 
the  eerrants,  he  M,  deliver  all  the  papen  yee  have. 
They  not  makf  anesr,  he  went  to  the  ooatch  him- 
■elf,  and  took  out  a  litle  trunke,  &  brack  it  up, 
and  shook  oat  qt  was  in  it  on  y«  ground,  but 
found  notli*  ther  hot  hoods  &  scarfes,  &c,  qch 
they  did  not  meddle  w* :  he  fand  also  in  the 
ooatch  a  Utle  box  full  of  papers,  qch  they  took. 
They  took  also  a  portmantle  out  of  the  ooatch, 
qrin  yr  was  sererall  papen,  a  byble  full  of  our 
■aTfon  portrationrs  in  all  y«  particular  passages 
of  his  estate  of  humiUam,  as  also  of  his  now 
glorified  estate  of  ezeltatn :  y*  bible  lykwayes 
oontioed  portraitours  of  all  the  Saints,  och  all 
y*  papists  adore :  and  lastly,  in  the  ooatch  they 
fluid  a  caise  of  very  fyne  freuch  pistolls,  qch  they 
also  took.  Next  they  fand  under  allso,  the  ooatch 
bois,  qch  being  brocken  up,  they  fand  noths  in  it 
but  some  baggage :  he  replyed,  we  medle  w*  no- 
the  but  papers  and  arms.  YrefUr  they  ryped 
the  Bishops  pocket,  qrin  was  nather  money  nor 
gold,  butonly  a  whinger  w* silver  roo&and  knives 
eonfbrme,  and  a  few  papers,  qch  they  also  took ; 
aom  of  the  coatch  horses  being  wounded  during 
the  action.  Efter  all  was  done,  qch  lasted  3 
quarterrof  aue  hour,  they  drove  the  ooatch  of 
tne  way  some  paces,  and  imediatly  the  two 
ft  wer  on  foot  mounted  yr  horse ;  and  all  the  9 
rod  away  deliberatlie  to  the  place  qr  they  had 
left  yr  cloacks,  leaving  the  dead  to  be  buried  by 
the  dead ;  and  as  they  wer  going  for  yr  cloacks 
they  enoountrcd  w'  a  man,  &  having  asked  him 

rhe  was  yt  was  so  weel  mounted,  be  anssred, 
am  one  of  the  lord  S*  Andrews  servants; 
qrupon  Uiev  imediatlie  disarmed  him,  and  caus- 
ed him  to  light,  and  they  drove  away  his  horse 
to  tbeifl  for  him  selfe  in  the  open  feilds,  as  they 
had  done  formerly  to  the  horse  of  the  oyr  2  rid- 
ing servants.  Then,  having  come  to  yr  cloacks, 
&  charged  qt  pistols  they  had  discharged,  they 
rod  of  softly  in  a  full  bodie  to  a  place  3  or  4  mylfs 
distant  from  yt  place  qr  y  action  was  done ;  and 
having  presently  put  up  ther  horse,  they  went 
ioyntlTe  to  prayer,  giving  tha(n)ks  to  god  for  qt 
he  had  stirred  ym  up  to  do,  &  for  his  wonderfull 
assistance  and  yr  preserva^n  in  considering  how 
y«  lord  had  so  wonderfullie  restrained  their  ad- 
versaries on  all  hands,  albeit  yr  wer  soldiers  in 
Largo,  Ballclrstie,  Lademie,  and  Couper,  the 
fardest  of  qch  towns  was  litis  mor  nor  4  mylls 
from  the  place  qr  y*  action  wes  done ;  besids 
a  party  of  troupers  runing  up  and  dou<^  all 
comers  of  yt  Shyre  oonti  Dual  lie.  And,  having 
refreshed  ym  selfes,  they  begane  &  searched  the 
papers ;  the  most  considerable  qrof  ar,  first,  a 
girt  of  nooentries  of  severall  Gentlemens  lands 
of  fyffe  &  elsqr,  on  Alex.  Leslie  of  Kinnivie, 
in  the  north ;  w*  instructions  &  informa^ns  how 
to  persew  y*  action,  in  order  to  the  eviction  of 
the  lands :  (2'ly)»  the  patent  of  the  Bishourick 
et  dnnkell,  granted  in  favors  of  Mr  Andrew 
Broee,  A(r)clidean  at  S*  Anderows:  (S^ly)!  se- 
verall presenta«ns  to  kings  kirks,  in  favors  of 
Cnrrats:  (4),  instructions  to  the  conjunct  de- 
pats,  &  new  gift  of  y«  heritors  fyns:  (5),  a  pa- 
per anent  estaUishlnf  of  popris,  qr  of  anent  a 
full  InfcrmMkt  eaaaot  beglrea  till  further  fn- 
^tadjrranto:  (6),  tererail  mimlrm  it 


^  rashness,  and  ill  conduct,  not  to  say 
cowardice  of  Robert  Hamilton,*  who 
took  the  command  upon  him,  which  rained 


oyr  papers  of  som  veil :  and  havt  reposed  ym 
selfes  at  yt  place  till  night,  &  all  or  ym  pub- 
llctly  &  privatlie,  again  &  again,  reoomend- 
ing  ymselfes  to  god,  &  yr  ways  for  yr  futur 
protection,  they  removed  from  thence  w*  as 
much  composure  of  spirit  as  yr  hearts  eould 
wish.'*— £c/. 

*  Robert  Hamilton^  the  son  of  Sir  Thomas 
Hamilton  of  Preston  and  Fingalton,  (a  steady 
royalist,  but  a  distinguished  friend  to  the  bnt 
interests  of  his  country,)  was  bom  in  1650.  He 
was  educated  under  bishop  Burnet  when  pro- 
fessor of  divinity  at  Glasgow ;  and,  according  to 
the  testimony  of  that  author,  was  originally  a 
sprightly  youth  of  great  promise.  Hist.  vol.  1. 
p.  471.  His  intercourse  with  the  more  strict 
class  of  covenanters  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
Improved  by  him  to  any  other  purpose  than  to 
narrow  his  notions  and  to  infiame  his  rash  tem- 
per. Though  personally  courageous,  he  certainly 
wanted  the  qualifications  necessary  in  a  prudent 
and  enlightened  commander ;  and  he  inevitably 
drew  upon  himself  the  keenest  animosity  of 
those  partisans  whom  he  aflfronted  by  his  con- 
temptuous treatment,  and  did  not  silence  by  hie 
success.  After  the  defeat  at  Both  well,  he  avoid- 
ed the  consequences  of  his  attainder  and  con- 
demnation by  an  escape  Into  Holland.  There, 
in  Geneva  and  the  Palatinate,  he  endeavoured 
to  excite  the  svmpathy  of  foreign  protestants 
with  the  sufferings  of  their  Scottish  brethren ; 
and  along  with  his  brother-in-law,  Gordon  of 
Earlston,  he  acted  as  commissioner  in  behalf  of 
the  united  societies,  whom  he  greatly  assisted  by 
his  influence  in  obtaining  for  them  the  counte- 
nance and  support  of  the  continental  churches. 
He  continued  to  reside  principally  in  Holland, 
although  the  English  government,  apprised  of 
his  Intention  of  returning  with  arms  and  money 
to  the  assistance  of  his  persecuted  countrymen, 
repeatedly  urged  upon  the  States  an  application 
for  his  delivery.  At  length  the  revolution  of 
1668  (in  which,  however,  the  fastidious  nature 
of  his  principles  would  not  sanction  his  concur- 
rence) allowed  him  to  return  from  exile.  His 
attainder  was  reversed,  and,  on  his  brother's 
death,  he  succeeded  to  the  honours  of  the  family ; 
but  from  religious  scruples  as  to  acknowledging 
the  prince  orOrange,  be  never  applied  for  the 
succession  to  his  brother's  estates.  In  169S  he 
was  imprisoned  for  8  months  on  account  of 
being  the  suspected  author  of  the  **  Sanquhar  De- 
claration, 10th  Aug.  1692,'*  and  was  at  length 
liberated  in  May  169S,  and  allowed  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  hu  days  in  undisturbed  tranquil- 
lity. Sir  Robert  died  unmarried  on  the  20th 
Oct  1701,  at  Borrowstonness,  where  he  had 
resided  for  some  period  before.  On  his  death, 
the  Airdrie  branch  of  the  Hamilton  family 
succeeded  to  the  representation  of  the  Preston 
family  ;  and  both  branches  are  now  represented 
by  that  distinguished  scholar  and  historical  an- 
tiquary, Sir  William  Hamilton  of  Preston  and 
Fingalton.  Sir  R.  Hamilton,  with  all  his  faults, 
was  a  pious  man,  and  his  memory  will  be  lon^ 
cherished  by  the  admVrera  ot  tYi«  ^S»c»v«w«r^\«A. 
See  HamUton*s  L«ttcTa~¥aA^(u\  Co\i\»gA\w 
—Shield's  Life— AndcTwn'a  HwmWum  \%s^ 
ly,  p.  867.— Ed. 
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1A70  ^^^  design,  and  effectually  broke 
'  all  their  meaBores,  much  more 
than  anj  opposition  which  was  or  ooold 
be  made  by  the  king's  troops.  And  the 
terrible  handle  made  of  this  rising  by 
the  bishops  and  violent  party  in  the  go- 
vernment, in  severities,  circuits,  and  op- 
pression of  all  presbyterians  for  many 
yean  after  it  was  oyer,  appears  a  sufficient 
ground  for  me  to  insist  at  more  than  ordi- 
nary length,  in  giving  the  account  of  this 
lamentable  story.  Therefore  upon  this 
chapter  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  some 
accounts  of  what  succeeded  the  death  of 
the  archbishop,  with  the  procedure  of  the 
managers,  until  the  beginning  of  this  rising ; 
then  the  particular  occasions  and  beginnings 
of  it  will  come  to  be  inquired  into;  next, 
the  narration  of  the  lesser  rencounters  at 
Drumdog  and  Glasgow  will  fidl  in :  after 
which  the  state  and  divisions  of  the  west 
country  army,  till  the  approach  of  the 
king's  army.  And  lastly,  the  engagement 
itself  at  Both  well-bridge,  and  in  Hamilton 
Muir,  where  the  west  country  people  were 
defeat,  must  be  considered.  These  things 
will  take  some  Uttle  room  to  go  through,  so 
as  to  give  a  fair  deduction  of  them,  and  af- 
ford matter  for  the  following  sections. 


SECT.  I. 

Of  the  consequents  of  the  primaie's  death, 
procedure  of  the  council,  and  other  things 
until  the  end  of  May,  1679. 

In  this  section  I  shall  only  give  a  few  in- 
stances how  much  the  incident  of  the  pri- 
mate's death  was  improven  by  the  managers, 
to  harass  a  great  many  innocent  people, 
with  some  account  of  the  proclamations 
issued  out  during  this  month,  before  the 
rising  at  Rutherglen.  As  soon  as  the  ac- 
counts of  this  attempt  upon  the  bishop 
came  to  Edinburgh,  the  council  met  upon 
Sabbath,  May  4th,  and  took  the  oaths  of 
some  of  his  servants,  and  used  all  imagina- 
ble care  to  discover  the  actors.  The  re- 
cords have  not  the  depositions,  but  the  sub- 
stance  of  them  I  take  to  be  in  the  narrative 
Mbore  insert.     Expresses  were  despatched 


to  court,  and  they  published  a  prodamatioii, 
which  I  have  insert  below.* 

The  fervour  the  council  could  not  but  be 
in  upon  the  representation  made  to  them 


*  Proclamation,   May  ilk,  /or  discovery  of  Ike 
murderers  tf  the  archbishop  of  St  Andrews, 

Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith:  To 

our  Lyoo  king  at  arms,  and  hit  brethren,  he- 
ralds, macen,  or  messengers  at  arms,  our  she- 
riffs in  that  part  conjuoctly  and  sererally,  spe- 
cially oonstitate  greeting.  We  being  fully,  aud 
by  legal  proofs,  assured  of  the  late  norrid  and 
bloody  murder  committed  upon  Saturday  last, 
being  the  third  of  May  instant,  by  ten  or  eleven 
fanatic  assassinates,  upon  the  person  of  the  most 
reTerend  father  in  Geld,  James  late  archbishop 
of  St  Andrews,  primate  of  all  Scotland,  whicn 
barbarous  and  innumane  assassination  and  par- 
ricide will  Twe  doubt  not)  spread  horror  and 
amazement  in  all  the  hearts  of  such  as  beliere 
that  there  is  a  God,  or  a  Christian  religion,  a 
cruelty  exceeding  the  barbarity  of  pagans  and 
heathens,  amongst  whom  the  officers  and  minis- 
ters of  religion  are  reputed  to  be  sacred,  and  are 
by  the  respect  borne  to  the  Deity  which  they 
adore,  secured  against  all  such  bloody  and  exe- 
crable attempts,  a  cruelty  exceeding  the  b^ief 
of  all  true  protestants,  whose  churches  hsTS 
justly  9tigmatised,  with  the  marks  of  impiety, 
all  such  as  defile  with  blood  those  hands  which 
they  ought  to  hold  up  to  heaven,  and  a  cruelty 
equal  to  any  with  which  we  can  reproach  the 
enemies  of  this  true  and  reformed  cnurch  :  by 
which  also,  not  onlv  the  principles  of  human 
society,  but  our  authority  and  government  (the 
said  archbishop  being  one  of  our  privy  council) 
is  highly  violated,  and  example  and  encourage- 
ment given  for  murdering  all  such  as  serve  us 
faithfully  according  to  the  prescript  of  our  laws 
and  royal  conmiands,  daily  instances  whereof 
we  are  to  expect,  whilst  field-con ven  tides,  those 
rendevouxes  of  rebellion,  and  forges  of  all 
bloody  and  Jesuitical  principles,  are  so  frequent- 
ed and  followed,  to  tne  scandal  of  all  govern- 
ment, and  the  contempt  of  our  laws :  and  which 
murder  is,  as  far  as  Is  possible,  rendered  yet 
more  detestable,  by  the  unmasked  boldness  of 
such,  as  durst  openly  with  bare  faces,  in  the 
midst  of  our  kingdom,  at  mid-day,  asaemUs 
themselves  together,  to  kill  in  our  mghway  the 
primate  of  our  kingdom,  and  one  of  our  privy 
council,  by  so  many  strokes  and  shots,  as  left  hn 
bodj,  as  it  were,  but  one  wound,  and  many  of 
which  being  ^ven  after  they  knew  he  vras 
dead,  were  remarkable  proofs  they  were  acted 
by  a  spirit  of  hellish  and  insatiable  cruelty.  We 
have  toerefore,  with  advice  of  our  privy  coun- 
cil, thought  fit,  hereby  to  command  and  charge 
all  shenffs,  Stewarts,  bailies  of  regalities,  and 
baUiaries,  and  their  deputes,  magistrmtas  of 
burghs,  and  officers  of  our  standing  forces,  to 
search,  seek,  take  and  apprehend  the  persons 
guilty  of  the  said  horrid  murder,  or  any  sus- 
pected by  them,  and  to  imprison  them  untQ 
they  be  brought  to  justice,  and  all  our  good  and 
faithful  subjects  to  concur  in  the  taking  and  se- 
curing, as  far  am  %s  \ti  v\i«\t  v^^«9t>  lh«as  aasBMi- 
nates*.  and  In  t«&v^^  v\i«t«  V&  ^  cni&\MK^  ^ 
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ij  tb«  bitbop'a  dsugfatw  and  MrTBots,  will 
M  a  kind  of  «scum  for  aome  thii^  in  Uiit 
irocbmation,  wbich  at  another  tim«  might 
leaerre  far  more  Mrare  reflections.  All  I 
ihaerve  npoD  it,  ahall  be  onlf,  that  a  handle 
la*  taken  from  everj  inoident,  to  rail  at 
he  whole  tA  the  penecnted  partj,  and  then 
lotice  a  few  thiaga  which  eien  the  preeeni 
arcnmataneea  cannot  Tiodicate.  It  ia  hard 
ifter  ao  many  rhetorical  a^gravatiana  of 
hie  iMaaainatJop,  aome  of  which  will 
c«rce  bear  examination,  particnlarlf,  that 
'  it  ia  eqoal  to  aay  thing  that  papiats  had 
lone ;"  it  ia  hard,  I  aay,  lo  make  the  king 
idd,  "  daily  inatanoe*  whereof  we  are  to 
izpect,  nhilat  Geld  conTenticles,  those  ren- 
ieroiuea  of  rebellion,  and  forgers  of  all 
itoody  and  jeanitical  principles  are  ao  fre- 
[nented  and  followed."  The  field  conveo- 
idea,  whereat  the  oated  prasbjterian  mi- 
liater*  preached,  were  hitherto  as  free  oi 


rafiuit  and  tkulklng   ruBii 
cnat    ceatempt    or  tS    lovi 
bnafh    thlt    our    kingdum,    klUIng 
llera,    deforcing    luch    oi 


I  lUlb 


ag  to  their  duty,  endeaTonr  toeppi 
•■  gira  notice  where  the;  haunt  or 
laTt  therefore  Ihouht  flt,  cnaform 

iCt,  Hrllameot  Ifiu,  king  Juno  '    .     . 

oaiid  and  charge  all  oar  inbJKti,  that  whe nu. 
rer  any  unknown  men  or  ragaboud*  (ball  re- 
•Ir  MtDonnt  them,  that  tfaev,  irllb  all  poaaible 
peed,  certify  any  of  our  pnTy  council,  oScen 
/  sar  foreea,  or  any  haTing  truit  under  lu 
hereof  i  with  certlficatiDn  to  tbem,  that  if  tbey 
mit  the  wme,  lliey  ehall  be  punlahed  with  aCl 
tgour  conform  to  the  lald  act.  And  alnce  ee^ 
mJ  sF  the  nid  awaniaatee  are  known  to  have  I 
ccn  lenanU  In  the  ihire  of  Fife,  whoae  faeea  . 
riil  be  known  to  ucb  of  the  witnenei  aa  were 
ruunt,  we  hereby  require  and  command  all  tbe 
loritan  and  maetera  of  tbe  mid  ihire  of  Fife 
nd  Ktrnvae  to  bring  their  tenanta,  BotCara,  and 
arrant*,  and  otbera  dwclUng  on  ibeir  land*,  to 
be  dleta  aftemientioned, 
'yieryof  St  AudrawB, 
I,  upon  tbe  thirteenth 
ayof  Mayinalant;  tbooe  within  the  preabyiery 
f  Cupar,  to  the  town  of  Cupar,  upon  the  Air- 
notb  day  of  tbe  eald  month  ;  tboee  within  the 
reabytery  of  Klrkaldy,  lo  the  town  of  Kirk- 
blr,  upon  tbe  twentieth  day  of  the  aald  month  i 
nd  tboee  within  the  preabylery  of  Dunfennllire, 
>  the  town  of  Dunfermline,  upon  tbe  twenty- 
bird  day  of  the  a^d  month,  at  ten  o'clock  In 
hatbreoooD,  upon  each  one  of  the  lald  daf*, 
Mra  to  eootino*  and  abide  till  they  be  examined 
r  the  dierlff-deputa  of  the  mid  ibire,  who  are 
owby  commMonate  lo  that  effect,  and  to  be 
■ra  by  the  lald  wftmaaiji;  with  ceriillcatlon  to 
H*  of  itir  mild  lentDU,  cellar*,  len-anta,  and 


niiy  inch  doctrine  aa  the  churchea 
were,  and  neither  taught  nor  rindi- 
cated  thia  attempt  upon  the  bishop ;  and  if  ire 
shall  jadge  of  prindplea  from  inddental  ac- 
tions of  some  io  a  aociety.  we  know  where 
111  lodge  many  mnrden  in  cold  blood,  for  one 
Hlli'^'itd  upon  the  frequenlen  of  coayenti- 
<'l  vs.  And  as  in  the  whole  of  these  twenty* 
il^^ht  years  1  am  describing,  there  are  but 
four  or  fire  imtanoea  of  any  thing  lika 
.issasanatioDs  atl«nipt«d  that  1  mind  of,  aii& 
none  of  them  ever  defended,  that  I  know  o^ 
)>>'  the  suffering  preshyterians,  but  disdaim- 
vA :  so  in  a  few  montha'  time,  we  ahall  find 
lu'ini^  times  that  number  cut  off,  without 
auy  [jFocess  or  ground,  by  people  upon  the 
oi  lioi'  aide :  and  it  is  well  known  aiuce  tbe 
r.M-iiliition,  where  repeated  attempts  of  as- 
ijis^inating  kings  (a*  they  called  them)  de 
facto,  landed.  So  I  wish,  for  their  own 
sakes,  the  bigh-fiying  prelj^ista  would  from 

utJirra  foreaald,  a*  abatl  1m  abaeol.  they  ahtll  be 
rrpijiFd  aa  acceiaary  In  the  uid  crine;  and  tbe 
iTiji.ivra,  ir  they  produce  tbero  not,  or  if  here- 
^iiiiT  ibey  harbom  any  tbil  ihall  not  compear, 

iliiy  ,\aii  be  reputed  faTouren  of  the  aald  aua*- 
-iii;in<in.  And  wberea*  there  are  wme  penon* 
urjii.'r  caption  or  intercommuning  In  the  said 
ilii.'  for  eeTtrai  cautes,  and  ieat  person*  who 
II  'XKeDtofthBl  horrid  crime,  may  be  Ibere- 
-  ><' tHured  from  appearing,  and  vindicating 
■  iib.jiye*,  we  have  Ihougbl  fit,  hereby  tu  aid 
III  Miiperiede  all  eiecDIien upon  any  letter*  of 

lit  liir  eecurlog  of  any  penon*  for  any  cauae, 
I  'hB  apace  of  forty-e%bt  haun  betore  and 
[I  J'  ihe  laid  diet*  of  ■ppearance.  thattbey  may 
III;  come  and  go  irltliout  any  trouble  or  im. 
'liiiiiut  whatsoecer.  And  to  the  end  tbe  lald 
ill  I  TDurder  may  be  more  eaiily  dlecoveml,  we 
iiHreby  oifer,  and  give  full  a*aur*ace  of  our 
liiriitiilT,  to  any  one  of  the  uid  ueanlDStee 
h-i  :.bau  di»C0Ter  bii  complices,  and  inch  a* 
uiKled  them  out,  and  of  preaent  payment  of 
.<  Mim  often  thouaand  merli*  to  any  who  ahall 
IV.riii  who  were  the  nld  asaasiinRte*,  If  upon 
1  uiibrmatlon  (hev  or  either  of  them  can  be 
[ig.'liended,  that  tbey  may  be  bniugbt  to  cun- 
^11  I'Unlibment.  And  orilalo  Iheee  prtwint* 
h,  [irinted,  and  pobllahed  at  tbe  market  cro** 
Kilmburgh,  and  at  the  market  croaaei  of  all 
H  [../al  burghs  in  the  gbire*  of  Fife  ead  Kln- 
~'.,  -isd  to  be  read  ataU  (tte  paHah  kirkiof  iba 
.11  .'lirea,  and  Jurlidlction*  wilhlu  the  *ame, 
.,..1  Sunday  Beit,  beiug  Ibe  eleventh  of  thi* 
'mmediaul^  aOer  Ihe  ordinary  lime  of 


rifle*  li 
~°GiT 


■e  knowledge  of  all  pcrwni  i 
I  under  our  algnet  at  Edlnbui 

iiiiirtfa  day  of  May,  1679,  and  of  our  n 

ibirly.fint  year. 

Alu.  GiioOM,  C\.  ^>e«.  Conct 

GOD  SfcVE  THE  ^VISG. 
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henoefoTth  spare  such  inrinuations  as 
'  they  lick  up  from  some  of  the  yene- 
mous  papers  of  this  time. 

The  proclamation  goes  on  to  require  all 
magistrates  to  apprehend  the  persons  guilty, 
and  subjects  to  join  with  them  in  this.  And 
the  act  144,  parliament  12th,  James  VL  is 
revived :  and  particularly  in  Fife,  the  heri- 
tors are  required  to  bring  all  their  tenants 
and  cottars,  and  masters  their  servants,  to 
the  places  named,  that  such  of  the  bishop's 
servants  as  were  present,  may  know  their 
laces.  No  doubt,  all  methods  should  be 
taken  that  are  suitable  to  discover  assassi- 
nations, but  one  would  think  this  a  very 
improper  way  to  discover  them ;  and  it  is 
scarce  to  be  thought  any  of  them  would 
compear  so  publicly.  And  masters  and  he- 
ritors are  made  UMe  for  absents,  if  after- 
ward upon  their  grounds;  which  was  a 
good  handle  for  much  severity  in  that  shire. 
Captions  and  intercommuning  are  taken  off 
for  forty-eight  hours*  space,  to  encourage 
such  to  appear:  but  tiien,  they  did  not 
know,  but  upon  other  pretexts  they  might 
be  detained,  and  few  or  none  such  appeared. 
In  short,  an  indemnity  is  offered  to  any 
of  the  assassins,  who  shall  discover  his  ac- 
complices, and  ten  thousand  merks  to  any 
who  shall  inform  against  any  of  them,  so  as 
they  may  be  apprehended. 

With  this  proclamation  the  council  send 
a  letter  to  the  king,  much  of  the  same  strain 
with  the  narrative  of  the  proclamation,  and 
so  1  need  not  insert  it  In  it  they  complain 
of  a  paper  spread  (as  they  seem  to  suspect, 
from  England)  in  vindication  of  Mr  Mit- 
chel,  which  I  have  not  seen.  And  at  the 
same  time,  send  another  letter  to  Lauder- 
dale, with  the  proclamation,  and  acquaint 
him  with  a  paper  dropt  in  Cupar  some  days 
before  the  bishop's  murder,  threatening  such 
as  should  buy  any  of  the  goods  of  denounced 
persons.  All  discovered  by  the  multitudes 
of  oaths  taken,  and  the  utmost  enquiry 
could  be  made,  was  the  above  list  of  the 
names  of  persons  reputed  to  be  actors,  who 
came  to  the  bam  at  Teuchits  about  three 
in  the  afternoon,  and  continued  till  seven. 
In  September,  as  we  shall  afterwards  hear, 
another  proclamation  for  apprehending  the 
murderers  was  published. 
TAif  same  day,  May  4th,  there  was  a 


meeting  at  night  in  the  house  of  Bin  Dor- 
ham.  Bfany  conventicles  had  been  in  that 
house  formeriy,  I  may  say,  one  almost 
every  Lord's  day;  but  they  were  either 
overiooked  or  not  known,  thoogfa  I  am 
informed  the  town-major  knew  of  then 
generally  as  well  as  the  people  who  came, 
and  used  to  take  money  to  overlook  these 
house-meetings.  But  this  day,  all  being  is 
a  stir  about  the  accounts  which  came  from 
Fife,  the  major  came  upon  than  in  a  great 
fury.  The  preacher  was  Mr  William 
Hamilton,  brother  to  the  laird  of  Haicni% 
before  described.  This  young  gentleman 
was  a  very  pious  and  excellent  youth,  and 
a  solid  serious  preacher.  He  was  a  reladon 
of  Mrs  Durham's,  and  had  about  thirty 
hearers,  most  of  them  I  believe  near  rela- 
tions. All  of  them  were  forthwith  com- 
mitted to  prison,  where  some  continued 
longer,  and  some  shcnrter,  as  their  interest 
was  greater  or  lesser  with  the  managers. 
But  they  were  extremely  hard  on  Mr 
Hamilton  the  preacher.  After  some  weeks* 
close  imprisonment,  by  his  ill  treatment 
there,  he  fell  ill  of  a  flux,  which  turned 
very  dangerous.  His  friends  presented  a 
petition  to  the  council,  offering  bond  and 
caution  for  his  compearing,  if  he  lived,  un- 
der what  penalty  they  pleased,  and  at  what 
time ;  begging  he  might  be  liberate,  that  he 
might  have  a  change  of  air,  and  liberty  to 
go  to  the  country,  with  an  attestation  under 
the  hand  of  two  physicians,  that  his  life  was 
in  extreme  hazard ;  and  this  method  pro- 
posed a  proper  mean  for  his  preservation. 
Nothing  could  be  laid  to  the  young  gentle- 
man's door,  but  that  he  had  been  licensed 
by  presbyterian  ministers,  and  had  now  and 
then  preached  to  his  own  relations  in  a 
house.  Yet  so  inhumane  were  the  mana- 
gers, though  the  fret  by  this  time,  raised  by 
the  primate's  death,  might  have  been  off 
their  spirits,  that  they  not  only  reftised  the 
supplication,  but  assured  his  friends  they 
would  prosecute  him  for  house-conventicles 
next  council  day.  Before  that  came,  he 
died  in  prison,  and  had,  I  may  say,  a  crown 
of  martyrdom,  since  this  carriage  may  as 
well  almost  be  looked  upon  as  killing,  as  if 
they  had  sent  him  to  the  gibbet :  and  yet 
this  excellent  youth  had  never  broke  their 
laws  in  preacSbin^  Vn  Wi«  &^^.   ^^  ^%a 
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of  known  loyalty,  and  of  a  peaceable  tem- 
per. He  was  under  no  sentence,  and  had 
nothing  judicially  proren  against  him;  and 
all  they  had  to  lay  to  his  diazge,  was  his 
preaching  once  in  a  relation's  house  to  a 
few  friends,  after  pnbUc  worship  was  over. 
Though  comparisons  be  what  I  do  not  like 
to  make,  there  are  some  things  in  this  cir- 
cumstantiate carriage,  which  do  in  some 
measure  look  as  much  towards  Jesuitical 
popish  carriage,  as  many  things  chaiged  on 
thesnfferefs. 

Besides  this  instance  of  sererity  to  a 
person  who  could  have  no  accession  to  the 
Inahop's  death,  there  were  yast  numbers  in 
Fife  and  other  places,  put  to  great  hard* 
ships.  It  was  not  enough  for  them  to  com- 
pear at  the  courts  the  council  appointed, 
bat  afterwards,  upon  every  jealousy  any  of 
the  primate's  friends  were  pleased  to  take 
up,  they  were  seized  and  sent  into  Edin^ 
hoigh.  I  find  by  the  books  of  council,  a 
good  many  persons  in  Fife  and  Perth  taken 
np.  May  and  June,  and  lying  in  prison  till 
the  end  of  the  year,  without  any  trial,  when 
jspon  their  petitions  they  are  released  by 
the  counciL  I  shall  but  give  one  instance 
of  their  iniquity  this  way,  upon  John  Archer 
candlemaker  in  Strathmiglo  in  Fife,  brother 
to  Mr  Thomas  Archer,  whom  we  shall 
afterwards  meet  with  in  this  history.  This 
toM.  and  judicious  Christian  had  been  since 
the  year  1674  several  times  searched  for, 
and  forced  to  abscond,  and  at  length  was 
denounced  rebel  for  noncompearance,  for  no 
other  crime  but  nonconformity  to  prelacy, 
and  sometimes  hearing  presbyterian  minis- 
ters. During  several  years  he  was  for  the 
most  part  obliged  to  leave  his  house,  trade, 
and  small  fiunily,  and  frequently  soldiers 
were  quartered  upon  his  poor  wife  and 
diildren  in  his  absence,  who,  beside  their 
neat  and  drink,  and  what  they  saw  good  to 
take  away  with  than  at  removal,  had  six- 
pence a  day,  which  they  forced  his  wife  to 
pay,  reckoning  both  the  day  they  came  to 
the  house,  and  that  wherein  they  left  it 
This  was  the  case  of  many  as  well  as  his, 
and  therefore  I  have  insisted  the  longer 
upon  it 

Some  time  after  the  bishop's  death,  he  was 
laised,  when  at  his  work  pvdtUdy  in  hia  own 
hMWi^  by  John  Patenoa  of  Cbanwell,  who 


commandeda  party  of  hor8e,and  was  ^^^^ 
earned  straight  to  the  tolbooth  of 
Falkland,  and  from  thence  very  quickly  to 
Edinbuigh,  without  any  reason  given  him; 
neither  could  he  guess  wherefore  it  was,  till 
in  a  little  time  he  was  brought  before  the 
council,  and  charged  with  accession  to  the 
archbishop's  murder.  As  soon  as  he  heard 
this,  he  begged  that  such  persons  in  town 
as  he  should  name,  might  be  called  to  ex- 
culpate him,  which  being  done,  and  they 
appearing,  all  declared  they  knew  him  to 
have  been  in  Edinbuigh  at  that  time,  and 
for  some  days  before  and  after.  Notwith- 
standing of  this  clear  exculpation,  he  was 
remitted  to  prison,  where  he  continued  for 
some  weeks.  Upon  application  by  his 
friends  to  the  chancellor  at  Lesly,  he  sign- 
ed a  warrant  and  order  to  the  clerk  of 
council  to  liberate  him.  The  chancellor 
knew  the  man  and  his  conversation,  and 
believed  the  fair  representation  given  of  his 
case ;  but  when  John  presented  the  order 
to  the  clerks,  it  was  not  at  all  regarded. 
Within  a  few  days  Rothes  came  to  town, 
and  when  he  inquired,  and  found  his  orders 
not  obeyed,  the  clerks  laid  the  blame  on 
Sir  William  Sharp  of  Stonyhill,  who  came 
to  the  chancellor,  and  alleged  he  would 
prove  John  Archer  guilty  of  the  bishop's 
death,  though  he  had  already  proven  him- 
self at  Edinbuigh  for  some  time  before 
that  day  and  after.  Such  was  the  equity 
of  this  period  I  Thus  he  continued  in 
prison  four  months  after  this,  without  any 
libel  given  him,  or  any  shadow  of  proof 
advanced,  which  was  indeed  impossible; 
for  he  was  a  man  of  quite  other  principles 
and  practices.  At  length,  when  nothing 
could  be  laid  to  his  chaige,  the  chancellor 
prevailed  to  get  him  liberate  towards  the 
end  of  the  year.  His  imprisonment  merely 
for  fees,  besides  maintenance,  loss  of  time 
and  employment,  cost  him  upwards  of  a 
hundred  pounds.  Many  others  were  this 
way  oppressed  most  wrongously ;  but  this 
instance  may  suffice. 

I  know  no  place  fitter  than  this,  to  bring 
in  the  base  murder  of  one  excellent  young 
gentleman  Andrew  Ayton  younger  of  Inch- 
damie,  by  the  soldiers  in  ¥\fe  «X  \\n&  \3aBL<^  \ 
and  it  was  one  of  the  inuta  oi  ^«  i>sn«ra& 
proaecution  of  tVie  praaaW^  ^eaiih*   \^  ^^"^^ 
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it  from  an  attested  oarratiTe  sent  me 


fix>m    a  rererend  minister  of  this 
church  present  with  him  that  day.    This 
jowag  gpentleman  had  the  blessing  of  early 
piety ;  when  at  the  nniversity  of  8t  Andrews, 
he  spent  much  of  his  time  in  prayer.    After 
his  leaving  that,  he  was  much  concerned 
to  have  presbyterian  ministers  brought  to 
Fife,  and  the  gospel  preached  to  those  who 
could  not  hear   the  incumbents.     When  i 
little  more  than  seventeen  years  of  age,  he 
was   intercommuned,  forced   to   quit  his 
father^s  house,  and  to  go  to  some  of  his 
relations  in  the  shire  of  Murray.    When 
there,  Mr  Walter  Denoon,  as  we  have  heard, 
was  sent  south  prisoner.     Inchdamie  fol- 
lowed him  at  some  distance,  till  he  was 
brought  to  Dundee,  and  came  over  to  Fife, 
gathered  some  of  his  acquaintances,  and  res- 
cued that  good  man.    He  continued  lurking 
till  May  3rd  this  year,  when  my  informer 
dined  with  him  in  his  father's  house,  and 
parted  with  him  about  two  of  the  clock, 
when  neither  of  them  knew  any  thing  of 
the  bishop's  death.      Thence    Inchdamie 
went  towards   his  aunt  the  lady  Murdo- 
caimie  her  house ;  and  not  far  from  Auch- 
termucbty  he  saw  a  party  of  horse  at  some 
distance  riding  most  furiously  to  Cupar, 
upon  which  he  rode  a  little  haj*d  to  escape 
them,  which  one  of  them  perceiving,  broke 
off  from  the  rest,  by  order  of  the  comman- 
der, and  first  wounded  his  horse,  and  then 
wounded  Inchdamie  mortally,  by  shooting 
two  baUs  through  his  body,  without  ever 
asking  any  questions,  or  requiring  him  to 
surrender  himself;   and  then   the  soldier 
rode  back  to  his  party,  and  came  with  them 
to  Cupar.     It  was  with  difficulty  the  gen- 
tleman could  sit  his  horse  till  he  came  to 
the  next  house,  where  he  got  the  benefit  of 
a  bed,  and  sent  for  his  relation.  Sir  John 
Ayton  of  that  ilk,  whose  house  was  near 
by.     Sir  John  came,  and  immediately  des- 
patched a  servant  to  Cupar  for  a  chirurgeon. 
But  the  party  had  given  orders  that  no 
chirurgeon  should  leave  the  town  without 
allowance  from  them.    When  they  were 
applied  to,  some  of  their  number  were  sent 
immediately  to    the   place  to    bring    the 
wounded  person  to   Cupar;    when    they 
came.    Sir  John   Ayton    represented    the 
eraelty  of  taking  the  dyifig  gentleman  three 


miles  to  Cupar,  and  offered  them  bail,  or  to 
entertain  them  there  till  Ghirorgeons  were 
brought,  and  they  taw  what  became  of 
Inchdamie.  But  nothing  could  prevail,  he 
was  hurried  away  that  night  upon  one  of 
their  horses  to  Cupar;  he  fiunted  four  times 
through  loss  of  blood.  And  the  magistrates 
of  Cupar  aUowed  him  to  be  carried  to  an 
inn,  where  he  died  next  day  about  twelve 
of  the  clock  in  much  peace  and  serenity 
with  the  comfort  of  his  parents  being  with 
him  at  his  death.  The  soldier  who  killed 
him,  was  a  relation  of  his,  one  William 
Auchmutie,  and  came  to  him  professing 
much  sorrow  for  what  had  happened,  bcf- 
ging  forgiveness,  which  Inchdamie  very 
cheerfully  gave  him,  with  some  Christian 
advices.  This  poor  man  died  in  the  yesr 
1682,  under  great  terror  for  this  fact.  Bat 
I  retum  to  the  procedure  of  the  oounciL 

Upon  the  8th  of  May  the  council  emit  a 
proclamation  against  travelling  with  arms 
without  license,  which  is  annexed.*     It  it 


•  Prodamation,  Matf  8iA  1679,  against  arms, 

Charles,  by  the  gnat  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith :  to  our  lyon  kii^ 

at  arms,  and  his  brethren,  heralds,  macers  ot 
our  privy  council,  pursuivants,  or  meawDrers  at 
arms,  our  sherifia  in  that  part,  coujunctTr  and 
severally,  specially  constitute,  greeting.  Foras- 
much as,  the  bearing  of,  and  shooting  'vrith  fire- 
arms, such  as  hackbuts,  culverings,  and  pistols, 
without  license  from  us,  is  prohibite«I  and  di». 
charged  by  seyeral  acts  of  parliament,  undir 
divers  great  pains  and  penalties,  especially  by 
the  eighteenth  act  of  the  first  parliament,  eighty 
seyenm  act  of  the  sixth  parliament,  and  the 
sixth  act  of  the  sixteenth  parliament  of  king 
James  VI.  And  we  taking  to  our  conaideratioo, 
what  atrocious  facts  are  committed  by  rebellious 
and  disorderly  persons,  who  go  in  arms  to  field 
conventicles,  these  rendevouzes  of  rebellion,  and 
presume  to  make  resistance  to  our  forces  when 
they  offer  to  dissipate  them :  therefore  we,  with 
advice  of  the  lords  of  our  privy  council,  do  pro- 
hibit and  discharge  all  our  subjects  of  this  king- 
dom, except  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  our  stand- 
ing forces,  and  of  the  militia,  to  travel  with  any 
fire-arms,  as  muskets,  hackbuts,  culverlDgs  and 
pistols,  unless  they  have  a  license  from  one  of 
our  privy  council,  or  the  sheriff  of  the  shire 
where  they  dwell,  under  the  pains  and  penalties 
contained  in  the  said  acts  of  parliament :  likeas, 
we,  with  advice  foresaid,  do  hereby  authorize 
and  require  all  sheriffs,  Stewarts,  bailies,  magis- 
trates of  burghs,  justices  of  peace,  and  officers  of 
our  forces,  that  they  take  notice  of  all  persons 
whom  they  find  travelling,  not  only  carrying 
the  said  fire-arms,  but  also  carrying  swords, 
dirks,  whingers,  halberts,  poll-axes,  or  any  other 
weapons  \nvaa\ve,  iVisx  \k«^  «ftVi.«  u^u  the  said 
,  fire-arma,  and  aecuxe  Oea  '^«gnnDa  cwrr^Vcv-^  ^ 
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ided  upon  the  atrocioiu  facts  committed 
persoDS  who  go  to  field-conventicles, 
ch  hath  been  already  considered;  and 
barges  all  subjects  to  travel  with  arms 
loot  license,  and  appoints  all  magistrates 
rise  such,  except  noblemen,  landed  gen- 
ken,  and  their  children,  and  servants  in 
pany  iiith  them,  if  they  be  found  with 
s ;  and  the  soldiers  are  likewise  ordered 
apprehend  such.  This  proclamation 
tM  much  of  the  virulence  of  many  at 
time,  and  so  I  say  no  more  of  it,  but 
;  it  was  a  plain  insult  both  upon  the 
ty  and  liberty  of  the  subjects,  and  a  good 
Ue  for  the  soldiers  to  spoil  many  of  their 
B,  and  brought  much  trouble  to  many  of 
persecuted  people.  That  same  day  the 
Bcil  sent  a  letter  to  Lauderdale,  acquaint- 
him  with  the  order  they  had  given  for 
overing  the  bishop's  murderers  in  the 
e  of  Fife,  and  the  diligent  and  strict 


B,  not  having  licenne  from  one  of  our  privy 
icil,  or  from  a  sherifF,  or  Stewart,  granted  to 
a  within  their  jurisdiction,  untU  they  give 
1  and  caution  to  compear  before  competent 
;«•,  and  answer  for  their  transgression  of  the 

acts  of  parliament;  and  in  case  the  said 
ellers  he  found  to  carry  any  of  the  said 
8,  they  not  being  noblemen,  landed  gentle- 
,  or  their  children,  or  servants  travelling 
K  them  or  their  children,  and  not  having 
eaexiMreasing  whence  they  came,  and  whither 
'  go,  under  the  hand  of  one  of  our  privy 
icil,  lords  of  session,  sheriffs,  Stewarts,  bailies 
oyTidties  or  regalities,  magistrates  of  burghs, 
leea  of  peace,  or  commissioners  of  excise, 
ited  In  favours  of  these  within  their  bounds, 

the  said  persons  be  examined  by  our  said 
;es  and  officers  In  whose  bounds  they  shall 
Mind ;  and  in  case  they  cannot  give  a  suffi- 
t  account  of  themselves,  that  they  are  none 
IBM  vagrant  persons,  disturbers  oi  the  peace, 

eommitten  of  the  said  insolencies,  we  do 
mand  our  said  judges  and  officers  to  seize 
n  their  arms,  and  secure  their  persons  in  the 
t  prison,  and  with  all  diligence  to  send  an 
sunt  of  their  names  and  examination  to  our 
Iff-deputes  specially  commissionate  for  pun- 
Dg  of  conventicles,  and  other  disorders  of  that 
I,  that  without  delay  they  may  proceed  to 
trial  of  the  said  persons,  according  to  their 
missions  and  instructions.  And  we  ordain 
a  presents  to  continue  and  endure  until  the 
,  of  November  next.  Our  will  is  herefore, 
we  charge  yon  straitly  and  command,  that 
Qtinent,  these  our  letters  seen,  ye  pass  to  the 
ket-cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  other  places 
IfuJ,  and  there  make  publication  of  the  pre- 
Ht,  that  none  may  pretend  ignorance.  And 
lin  these  presenu  to  be  printed.  Given  un- 
our  signet,  at  Edinburgh  the  eighth  day  of 
f,  167H,  and  of  our  reign  the  thirty-first  year. 
AX.SX.  GiMMN  CI.  Seer.  Coucillu 
GOD  SA  VE  THE  KISO, 


search  which    had  that  day  been  ,  . 

1  #4/0 

made  in  Edinbuigh,  which  they  term 
the  strictest  that  ever  had  been  made  in  it 
for  suspected  persons.  That  the  reader 
may  see  the  pains  used  in  Fife,  I  have  an- 
I  nezed  the  instructions  to  the  sheriff-deputes 
there.* 

The  care  of  the  managers  is  not  confined 
to  Fife  at  this  time.  The  earl  of  Linlith- 
gow is  empowered,  "  to  dispose  of  his  ma- 
jesty's forces,  as  he  thinks  most  convenient 
for  reducing  conventicles  and  all  unlawful 
conventions."  And  Adam  Urquhart  of 
Meldrum,  whom  we  shall  frequently  meet 
with  afterwards,  having  signalized  himself 
by  appearing  against  the  persecuted  people, 
is  made  a  justice  of  peace  in  the  shire  of 
Roxburgh,  and  is  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  Henry  Ker  of  Graden,  conform  to  the 
instructions,  March  11th  last.  And  this 
month  I  find  the  council  heap  places  on 


•  Instructions  to  the  ahcriff^'dqmtes  of  Fife,  aneni 
the  trial  of  the  murderers  of  the  late  archbishoi)  of 
St  Andrews. 

That  all  males  from  sixteen  years  of  age  and 
upwards  in  each  presbytery,  meet  on  the  daj^ 
appointed,  that  all  the  ministers  be  there,  and 
bring  with  them  the  communion  rolls.  That 
they  mark  all  of  them  who  come  not  to  church 
on  the  account  of  fanatic  or  popish  principles, 
and  that  these  be  set  aside.  That  all  sncn  an 
are  of  that  tribe,  be  examined,  and  obliged  to 
rive  account  where  they  were  all  the  third  of 
May,  and  specially  betwixt  ten  in  the  morning 
and  three  in  the  afternoon,  and  that  they  prove 
what  they  say  by  sufficient  witnesses!,  or  that 
they  give  up  the  names  of  the  witnesses  that 
they  may  be  examined  thereanent.  That  such 
as  cannot  prove  a  good  account  of  themselves,  in 
manner  foresaid,  be  secured,  and  their  goods 
seized  and  secured,  till  the  issue  of  their  trial. 
That  such  as  shall  be  absent  the  said  day,  be 
holden  as  probably  guilty  of  the  horrid  act,  and 
their  goods  secured  in  manner  for^aid,  and  their 
master  be  obliged  to  keep  the  said  foods  on  the 
around,  or  to  deliver  them  present^,  lliat  ^if 
it  can  be  conveniently)  search  be  made,  in  tne 
time  of  the  said  rendezvous,  in  such  places  as 
those  in  the  place  shall  judge  most  convenient. 
That  the  names  of  the  absents  be  published  at 
all  the  parish  churches,  and  at  the  market-cross 
the  next  market-day,  and  a  proclamation  of  the 
council  containing  all  their  names,  prohibiting 
reset,  shelter,  or  harbour  to  them ;  and  also  or- 
dering all  sheriffs,  bailies,  magistrates,  &c.  to 
pursue,  apprehend,  or  kill  them  in  case  they  re- 
sist, or  do  not  submit  themselves,  and  a  severe 
fine  on  any  who  refuse  or  delay  to  concur  in  the 
said  duties  through  the  whole  kingdom.  I1iat 
the  sheriff-deputes  do  intimate  to  the  heritors  of 
the  said  shire,  that  it  is  the  couuclV«  «xv^*^ 
pleasure,  that  they  give  »\\  yosaWAe  c»iicwv\*\v«» 
to  them  in  this  exivmiwalVon  ^ut\  \y\k\,  >\\v^«  v^ 
highest  pains. 
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him :  he  is  made  a  justice  of  piece  in 

'  Teyiotdale  and  the  Merae.  And  May 

27th  he  is  made  a  jostice  of  peace   and 

commissioner  against  disorders  in  the  shire 

oi  Selkirk.. 

Tliat  same  day  the  council  approve  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  for  public  affairs, 
and  continue  Earlston's  case  till  next  diet. 
The  report  is,  *'  that  they  had  writ  a  letter 
of  thanks  to  C.  Came,  and  William  Car- 
michael,  sheriff-deputes  of  Fife,  for  their 
diligence  in  searching  after  the  murderers 
of  the  primate ;  and  had  empowered  them 
to  secure  and  put  under  inventory  the  goods 
of  John  Balfour  of  Kinloch,  Hackston  of 
Bathillet,  the  three  Balfours  in  Gilston, 
persons  most  suspect  of  the  murder,  until 
they  themselves  be  brought  to  a  trial :  that 
they  had  called  before  them  ten  persons 
apprehended  in  the  south  by  the  laird  of 
Meldrum,  two  of  which,  Robert  Neilson 
and  Nicol  Story,  can  make  great  discoveries 
of  Welsh,  his  haunts  and  reset,  Neilson 
having  confessed  that  he  rode  with  him  and 
Story;  that  he  collected  contributions  at 
their  meetings,  rolls  of  which  were  found 
on  him.  They  are  remitted  to  the  advo- 
cate, with  other  four  prisoners  sent  in  from 
Ayr  by  captain  Murray ;  and  are  to  continue 
in  prison  till  they  receive  a  libel  for  being 
at  conventicles.  That  the  cautioners  of 
Mr  Alexander  Gordon  having  forfeited  their 
bond,  by  not  producing  him,  be  charged  for 
five  thousand  merks;  that  Mr  Andrew 
Kennedy  of  Clowbum,  upon  refusing  to 
depone,  be  held  as  confest,  and  fined  in  a 
thousand  merks ;  that  Mr  Robert  Maxwell 
now  confined  at  Paisley,  because  of  his 
great  age  and  infirmity,  have  the  diet  con- 
tinued against  him,  he  finding  caution  to 
appear  when  called,  under  the  pain  of  a 
thousand  merks ;  that,  upon  the  testimony 
of  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow,  Mr  John  Law 
be  dismissed,  upon  caution,  to  appear  when 
called,  upon  bond  of  a  thousand  merks; 
that  Bennet  of  Chesters  continue  in  prison 
till  he  receive  an  additional  libel;  and  Scot 
of  Pitlochie,  and  his  cautioners  be  cited  to 
the  next  council  day."  I  can  only  set  down 
those  hints  of  things  and  persons  as  I  meet 
with  them  ;  if  the  full  minutes  of  the  com- 
mittee of  public  affairs  had  been  preserved, 
lai^er  accounts  might  have  been  given  of 


them.  We  had  some  hints  abont  some  of 
them  upon  the  first  chi^ter. 

Upon  the  13th  of  May  the  council  meet, 
and  a  letter  is  read  from  the  king,  approv- 
ing the  draft  oi  the  prochunation  about  con- 
venticles, which,  it  seems,  had  been  agreed 
upon  May  1st  He  gives  them  thanks  for 
it,  and  declares,  "  that  he  will  maintain  his 
authority,  and  countenance  them,  notwith- 
standing of  the  aspersions  cast  upon  them 
and  their  proceedings,  as  contrary  to  law 
and  reason.  And  from  the  satisfaction  he 
received  last  year,  by  some  of  their  number 
coming  up,  and  setting  their  procedure  in 
due  light,  when  noise  was  made  against 
them  unjustly,  Hi^ desires  them  now  toaend 
up  some,  that  he  may  have  a  fuUer  view  of 
the  state  of  things  at  present,  and  signify 
his  pleasure  about  many  things  he  cannot 
impart  by  a  letter.  He  names  the  cleric 
register,  advocate,  justice  clerk,  president, 
and  Sir  George  Mackenzie  of  Tarbet  jus- 
tice-general, to  come  to  him,  that  he  may 
have  information  in  law  and  in  fact." 

Upon  this  letter  they  order  the  publica- 
tion of  the  proclamation  against  conventi- 
cles, May  13th,  which  is  so  remarkable,  that 
it  deserves  a  little  more  to  be  noticed.  Tbe 
reader  will  find  it  below.*     It  begins  with 


•  Proclamation,  May^  against  arms  at  convenii- 

clesy  1679. 
Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,   France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  tbe 
faith  ;  to 

macers  or  messengers  at  arms,  our  sherifFs  in 
that  part,  conjunctly  and  severally,  specially 
constitute,  greeting.  Forasmuch  as,  albeit  by 
the  fundamental  laws  of  all  monarchies,  the 
power  of  arms  is  lodged  in  the  king,  and  the 
rifling  in  arms  be  punishable  as  treason,  and  that 
the  estates  of  paniament  of  this  kingdom,  re- 
flecting with  horror  upon  the  great  oonfudons 
and  distempers,  and  the  execrable  rebellion  of 
the  last  age,  occasioned  by  the  unwarrantable 
rising  in  arms  against  our  royal  father  of  blessed 
memory,  wherSy,  not  only  the  royal  jroYem- 
ment  was  endeavoured  to  be  overturned,  out  the 
properties  and  liberties  of  the  subjects  destroved 
under  the  specious,  but  false  pretext  of  religion 
and  conscience,  did,  by  the  first  act  of  our  first 
parliament,  declare,  that  it  should  be  high  trea- 
son to  the  subjects  of  this  kingdom,  or  any 
number  of  them,  more  or  less,  upon  any  ground 
or  pretext  whatsoever,  to  rise  or  continue  in 
arms,  without  our  special  warrant  and  authori- 
ty first  iuterponed  thereto ;  and  by  the  second 
act  of  the  second  session  of  that  same  parliament, 
they  likewise  declared,  that  if  any  person  or 
persons  should  levy  war,  or  take  up  any  arms 
against  us,  or  any  coromissionatcd  ny  us,  tbry 
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assertion  tliat  doth  not  so  well  agree  to 
limited  monarchy,  **  that  hj  the  fonda- 
mtal  laws  of  all  monarchies,  the  power 
arms  is  lodged  in  the  king,  and  rising  in 
DOS  is  punishable  as  treason."  This  was 
leed  the  doctrine  now  set  up  for,*  but 
ftt  it  is  the  fundamental  law  of  monarchy, 
more  than  I  haye  seen  proven  by  the 

luldbe  declared  nod  adjudged  traitors,  and 
mid  suffer  forfeiture  of  life,  honour,  lands, 
d  goods,  as  in  cases  of  higli  treason  :  yet  we 
ng  alwajrs  most  desirous  to  essay  ail  means  of 
tncncy,  for  correcting  such  of  our  suMects  as 
lid  he  any  ways  reclaimable,  have  notnither- 

pnt  those  acts  into  such  execution,  as  the 
lorders  and  irregularities  of  some  of  our  sub- 
;ta  did  require,  hoping  tIKir  going  to  field 
setings,  those  renderouzes  of  rebellion,  with 
us,  might  have  proceeded  merely  from  custom 

mistake:  but  now  finding  by  the  frequent 
position  made  in  arms  to  our  forces  acting  in 
r  name,  the  invading  of  our  officers,  and  the 
citing  others  to  go  to  such  meetings  in  arms, 
on  design  to  oppose  our  forces,  that  sudi  as 
•quent  these  meetings,  do  go  there  in  arms 
oo  a  criminal  and  treacherous  design,  which 
Bws  to  that  same  proportion  that  we  use  cle- 
incy;  and  we  beinz  aesirous  that  none  of  our 
bjects  should  be  led  in  a  snare  by  our  former 
lity,  and  to  the  end  their  condic^  punishment 
»r«iine  to  these  laws,  may  be  the  more  justly 
argeable  upon  the  obdurateness  and  obstinacy 
the  offenders,  have  therefore,  with  advice  of 
B  lords  of  our  privy  council,  after  mature  de- 
leration,  thought  nt  to  declare,  that  we  will 
reafter  order  thejudges  of  our  respective  Judi- 
tores,  and  the  officers  of  all  our  forces,  to  pro- 
sd  against  all  such  who  go  with  any  arms  to 
ose  field  meetings,  as  traitors.  And  lest  that 
y  of  our  subjects  may  pretend,  by  the  Just 
^ar  we  will  use  against  such  as  do  go  to  con- 
nddes  in  arms,  that  we  resolve  to  slacken  our 
oaecntion  of  other  field  conventicles,  we  have 
erefore  thought  fit,  to  require  all  our  Judges 
d  officers  to  put  our  laws  and  former  com- 
inds  in  vigorous  execution,  even  against  those 
lio  frequent  these  field  meetings  without  arms, 
B  being  fully  convinced  both  by  reason  and  ex- 
rience,  that  those  meetings  do  certainly  tend 
the  ruin  and  reproach  of  the  Christian  rdi- 
m  and  discipline,  to  the  introduction  of  popery 
d  heresy,  the  subversion  of  monarchy,  and 
B  contempt  of  all  laws  and  government.  Our 
II  Is  herefore,  and  we  charge  you  stndtly,  and 
nmand,  that  incontinent,  these  our  letters 
n,  ye  pass  to  the  market  cross  of  Edinburgh, 
d  other  head  bnrffhs  of  the  several  shires  of 
it  kingdom,  and  thereat,  in  our  name  and  au- 
nrity,  oy  open  proclamation,  make  publication 
Um  premisses,  that  none  pretend  ignorance. 
iwn  under  our  signet  at  Edinburgh,  the  Uiir- 
loth  day  of  May,  1679,  and  of  our  reign  the 
irty-first  year. 

Per  actum  Dtmtinorum  Secreti  ConcUii, 

Aucz.  GiBsoir,  CI.  Seer.  Concilii. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  KINO. 

•  It  was  set  up  for  long  before  by  that  «  grand 
lioolmaster  of  the  nation,  '*  tu  he  wae  pleased  to 
II  hJnuel/,  klag  Jtunee  VL-^Sd. 


passiTe  obedience  gentlemen.  Next  .  . 
follows  a  recapitulation  of  the  spite 
and  venom  now  ordinarily  poured  out  upon 
the  period fimn  the  1638  to  the  1660.  Tocall 
these  times  <^  reformation,  rriiellion,  is  now 
common  style :  but  one  must  be  surprised  at 
the  penner  of  this  piq>er,  his  asserting,  <*  that 
then  the  liberty  of  the  subject  was  destroy- 
ed.'* This  is  an  odd  proposition  to  be  as- 
serted by  the  managers,  till  once  they  had 
got  all  the  excellent  biwB,  made  for  securing 
liberty  and  property,  and  restraining  arhi- 
trary  attempts  upon  both,  by  princes  or 
their  servants,  not  only  rescinded,  but  all 
the  copies  of  them  destroyed;  for  as  long 
as  these  remain  among  people's  hands,  they 
will  easily  be  in  case  to  disprove  this  wild 
assertion;  and  perhaps  a  parallel  to  the 
good  laws  betwixt  the  1640  and  1650,  as  to 
their  advantage  to  the  subject,  can  scarce 
be  produced  any  where. 

The  acts  of  parliament  referred  to  in  this 
proclamation,  have  been  already  considered. 
The  clemency  of  the  government,  in  not 
putting  these  acts  in  execution,  is  mightily 
insisted  upon ;  and  the  former  part  of  this 
history  will  show  what  were  tiie  clement 
executors'  methods.  They  never  had  any 
risings  in  arms,  but  that  at  Pentland;  and 
we  have  seen  how  much  blood  was  shed 
upon  that  score.  People's  meeting  at  con- 
venticles, in  arms,  was  not  yet  declared  a 
rising  in  arras,  or  treasonable,  otherwise 
there  was  no  need  of  this  proclamation,  or 
of  the  king's  signing  it,  before  they  durst 
venture  to  publish  it;  nor  would  the  pass- 
ing it  in  council,  have  cost  the  late  primate 
such  a  struggle  as  it  did.  After  they  have 
made  the  king  offer  an  apology  for  the 
former  lenity,  as  "  laying  a  snare  for  his  sub> 
jects,"  all  judges  and  officers  of  the  army  are 
appointed,  "  to  proceed  against  all  such  who 
go  to  any  field-meetings  with  arms,  as  trsi- 
tors."  Judges'  procedure  against  them  is 
plain,  but  for  the  ofl&cers  of  the  army,  their 
doing  so  needs  to  be  explained  a  little: 
more  must  be  necessarily  included  it,  than 
their  seizing  them,  and  delivering  them  up 
to  other  magbtrates  and  judges;  for  they 
were  thus  to  proceed  against  such  who 
had  no  arms  at  conventicles.  It  is  then 
either  to  caW  an  asmze  o^  Viiwt  «w«lw^^\«v 
as  their  practice  aStex  tYna  t)X\^s3a«A.V 
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proceed  to  a  sentence  of  death;  or  to 
*  kill  and  destroy  them  where  they 
found  them,  without  giving  themselves  this 
trouble;  both  which  they  frequently  did,  and 
I  know  no  other  warrant  but  this  proclama- 
tion. Ghreat  caution  is  used  in  what  follows, 
lest  any  favour  might  be  supposed  to  be  in  the 
statutory  part,  towards  such  who  came  to 
hear  the  gospel  without  arms,  and  had  the 
courage  to  venture  themselves  on  the 
mercy  of  the  soldiers  and  government ;  and 
they  are  fiurly  warned  that  no  mercy  is  to 
be  shown  them,  and  all  concerned  are  re- 
quired to  execute  the  laws  against  them. 
The  ground  of  all  this  severity  is,  ''that 
now  the  king  is  convinced  fully,  that  these 
meetings,  (either  with  or  without  arms, 
thcU  iSy  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  by  any 
who  will  not  subject  to  prelacy)  do  cer- 
tainly tend  to  the  ruin  and  reproach  of  the 
christian  religion,  and  discipline,  introduc- 
tion of  popery,  subversion  of  monarchy,  and 
contempt  of  all  laws  and  government.*'  It 
will  certainly,  when  remarked  by  posterity, 
leave  a  lasting  reproach  upon  this  period 
and  government,  to  find  such  a  public  de- 
claration concerning  the  pure  and  peaceable 
preaching  of  the  gospeL  The  iU  grounded 
nature  of  his  majesty's  conviction  on  these 
heads  hath  been  frequently  shown. 

I  shall  only  remark  further,  that  the 
gentleman  I  have  formerly  spoken  of,  hath 
this  observe  upon  a  copy  of  this  proclama- 
tion now  in  mine  eye.  iVbto,  *^  This  was  the 
last  act  of  council  the  bishop  of  St  Andrews 
had  the  honour  to  be  present  at  upon  earth ; 
for  it  was  passed  in  council  upon  Thursday 
the  first  of  May,  and  sent  up  to  his  majesty, 
and  by  him  subscribed  the  6th  of  May,  and 
emitted  here,  and  published  the  13th  of 
May.  In  the  interim  the  archbishop  went 
over  the  water  on  Friday  the  2d,  and  was 
cruelly  murdered  upon  Saturday  the  3rd, 
his  burial  was  upon  Saturday  tlie  17tb  of 
May."  By  other  accounts,  and  firom  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  it  appears  that  the  arch- 
bishop met  with  some  opposition  to  this 
severe  proclamation.  And  they  all  saw 
need,  before  it  was  pubVlshed,  to  have  it 
«igned  by  the  king,  that  this  might  be  a 
warrant  to  them,  if  afterwards  called  to  an 
account  for  it ;  and  care  is  taken  to  insert 
jio  much  in  the  title  of  the  proclamation. 


So  we  may  reckon  this  the  primate's  le- 
gacy, and  an  earnest  of  what  he  would  have 
essayed  had  he  got  up  to  court  No  wonder 
such  a  proclamation  drove  people  to  mea- 
sures which  otherwise  they  haid  no  mind 
to.  The  former  laws,  and  tiieir  severe  exe- 
cution, forced  people  to  come  with  aims  to 
hear  the  gospel ;  now  this  is  made  treason, 
and  they  traitors.  And  when  no  vray  of 
relief  was  possible,  but  by  standing  Uieir 
ground,  we  need  not  be  surprised,  after 
what  went  before,  and  this  prodamation, 
to  hear  of  a  rising  very  soon,  especially  if 
we  consider  the  further  severe  methods 
agreed  upon  at  this  time. 

That  same  day  the  council  rranit  the 
consideration  of  an  overture  proposed,  for 
obliging  masters  either  to  produce  their  te- 
nants, or  be  liable  for  their  delinquencies,  if 
they  do  not  produce  them  to  the  president, 
advocate,  justice-clerk,  Collington  and  Tar- 
bet.  Upon  the  15th  of  May,  the  overture 
is  approven,  and  transmitted  to  his  majesty 
by  such  as  are  to  attend  him ;  the  tenor  <^ 
it  follows.  '  That  it  is  thought  convenient 
and  legal,  to  the  end  that  every  master  may 
be  watchful  over  his  own  tenants,  and  that 
every  tenant  may  stand  more  in  awe,  be- 
cause he  knows  that  his  master  stands  en- 
gaged, that  the  6th  act,  parL  3rd,  James  V. 
be  put  in  execution  in  this  way  and  man- 
ner :  that  his  majesty  and  council  issue  oat 
a  proclamation,  ordaining  the  justices  to 
hold  courts  twice  a  year  in  those  counties 
that  are  most  irregular,  and  to  take  up  dit- 
tay  particularly  against  tenants  guilty  of 
field-conventicles,  and  such  disorders.  And 
where  any  tenant  is  delated  upon  oath  by 
an  informer,  and  is  named  and  set  dovi-n  in 
the  Porteous-roU,  as  use  is,  that  immediate- 
ly the  names  of  the  tenants  so  delated  be 
given  to  the  clerk  of  the  justiciary,  who 
must  produce  them  at  the  day  assigned  for 
their  compearance,  or  else  pay  their  unlaw,* 
to  be  modified  by  the  justice  according  to 
the  nature  and  quality  of  the  case  and  de- 
linquency. But  if  the  master  does  exact 
diligence,  in  putting  the  tenant  off  his  land, 
and  does  not  after  reset  him,  then  he  shall 
be  free  of  those  unlaws,  conform  to  107  act, 
Pari.  7th,  James  VI.'     This,  we  shall  hear. 
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was  gone  into,  and  became  the  great  foun- 
dation of  hanuMing  gentlemen  and  their  te- 
nants in  the  following  years. 

May  14tb,  they  haye  the  king's  letter,  in 
answer  to  theirs  of  the  4th  dated  May  10th, 
wherein  he  declares,  he  wiU  resent  the  in- 
humanity and  barbarity  of  the  primate*s 
murder;  that  he  approTes  of  their  procla- 
mation, and  hath  caused  reprint  it  at  Lon- 
don, and  recommends  that  they  go  on  in 
the  search  with  aU  vigour ;  and  puts  them 
in  mind  of  his  former  commands  to  some  of 
their  nimiber  to  come  up  to  him.  Next 
day  the  council  send  a  letter  to  the  king, 
wherein  they  remit  the  state  oi  things  to 
those  he  has  called  for,  thank  him  for  his 
marks  of  affection,  promise  to  go  on  in  his 
service,  and  conclude  with  their  hopes, 
that  they  need  not  recommend  the  state  of ' 
the  church,  and  such  who  serve  in  it,  to 
his  majesty,  and  declaring  that  their  secu- 
rity will  still  be  one  of  their  chief  cares. 

At  the  same  time  they  pass  an  act  against 
that  excellent  person  beforenamed,  Mr  Pa- 
trick Simpson.  '  The  lords  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council  considering,  that  Mr  Patrick 
Simpson,  indulged  minister  at  Kilmacomb, 
was  cited  to  compear  before  them  in  Fe- 
bruary last,  to  answer  for  breach  of  confine- 
ment, and  keeping  of  conventicles;  and 
whereas  he  hath  not  appeared,  and  has  been 
denounced  rebel,  they  declare  the  kirk  of 
Kilmacomb  vacant,  and  ordain  the  solicitor 
to  acquaint  the  parishioners  that  they  pay 
him  no  more  stipend.'  What  was  the  occa- 
sion of  this  severity,  I  know  not  After^ 
ward,  as  hath  been  remarked,  he  had,  upon 
better  information  given,  some  favour 
shown  him. 

After  the  persons  sent  for  were  gone  to 
court.  May  27th,  the  council  acquaint  his 
majesty, '  That  they  are  convened  that  day, 
upon  a  letter  from  the  earl  of  Argyle,  de- 
siring some  of  the  forces  to  be  sent  to  re- 
press the  rebellions  and  disorderly  practices 
of  the  lord  Macdonald  and  his  accomplices ; 
that  they  found  it  not  proper  to  send  any 
of  the  standing  forces  to  Liverlochie,  when 
conventicles  were  so  numerous,  but  have 
ordered  the  sheriffs  of  Dumbarton  and  Bute 
to  join  the  said  earl.  And,  upon  informa- 
tion that  several  persons  in  the  shire  of  In- 
reness  bare  Joined  the  said  rebels,  they 


have  issued  a  proclamation  against 
them,  and  have  sent  to  the  earl  twelve 
hundred  weight  of  powder,  and  ball  propor- 
tioned.' That  same  day  also  letters  are  writ  to 
the  earls  of  Caithness,  and  sherifis  of  Inver- 
ness, to  join  Aigyle  in  repressing  those  rebel 
papists,  and  to  take  with  l^em  forty  days'  pro- 
vision. We  shall  afterwards  hear  the  earl 
is  called  off  this  necessary  work,  to  join  in 
suppressing  the  west  country  army. 

That  same  day  the  coundl  approve  the 
following  report  of  the  committee  for  pub- 
lic affairs.  '  That  they  had  granted  warrant 
to  search  further  in  Fife  for  the  murderers 
of  the  primate,  and  to  bring  over  witnesses 
against  Henry  Schaw  an  intercommuned 
person  lately  taken.  The  prisoners  taken 
by  Meldrum  are  dismissed  upon  bond,  ex- 
cept Neilson  and  Story,  upon  caution  given 
to  compear  before  the  justices  of  peace  in 
their  shire ;  and  the  bonds  are  sent  to  him 
and  the  quarter-master  Dalmahoy,  to  be 
put  in  execution,  daverhouse  having  late- 
ly surprised  a  conventicle  in  the  parish  of 
Gahishiels,  where  were  present  the  ladies 
Torwoodlie,  Galashiels,  and  Newton  youn- 
ger, the  laird  and  kdy  Ashiesteil,  the  kdy 
Pemylie,  and  Mrs  Jean  Hunter,  spouse  to 
Mr  Pringle,  and  his  daughter,  with  several 
other  mean  persons ;  a  citation  was  ordered 
against  the  said  ladies  and  their  husbands 
to  compear  before  the  council,  and  the  laird 
of  Meldrum  was  ordered  to  proceed  against 
the  rest  Mr  Thomas  Wilkie,  the  minister 
taken  at  that  conventicle,  and  Mr  Frauds 
Irvine  an  intercommuned  minister  sent  in 
from  Dumfries,  are  remitted  to  the  council 
(who  order  them  to  the  Bass.)  Mr  James 
Daes  advocate  hath  the  time  of  paying  his 
fine  prorogate  till  the  second  Tuesday  of 
June,  and  is  to  re-enter  prison  that  day,  if 
it  be  not  paid.*  The  rising  in  June,  and  - 
the  consequences  of  it,  put  other  work  than 
this  in  the  managers'  hands  for  some  time. 
Of  this  I  come  now  to  give  some  account 

SECT.  II. 

Of  the  occasiotis,  and  causes  of,  and  inlets 
to  the  rising  at  Bothweii, 

There  can  be  no  exact  sitk^  iv:^  '^xiA^iSkK^N. 
passed  upon  any  malUt  o^  V\v\&taX\ix^««^^ 
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cially  its  justice  or  iniquity,  till  once  it 
be  fully  knoH'D  in  its  springs  and  rise ; 
therefore  I  begin  any  account  I  am  to  give 
of  this  business  of  Bothwell,  with  some  en- 
quiry into  these.  What  I  hare  said  before, 
as  to  the  gathering  which  ended  at  Pent- 
land,  may  very  much  be  referred  to  here. 
There  was  no  preconcert,  nor  any  formed 
design  laid  down ;  but  the  oppressed  people 
gradually  fell  into  this  rising,  by  a  chain  of 
things  making  it  some  way  necessary  to 
them :  indeed  it  ought  not  to  be  entirely 
lodged  upon  any  one  of  these  following 
particulars,  but  upon  the  whole  of  them; 
and,  no  doubt,  several  other  things  helped 
it  on,  which  have  escaped  my  observation, 
I  may  well  begin  with  the  heavy  oppres- 
sion of  the  lieges  in  their  civil  concerns, 
some  hints  whereof  may  be  gathered  from 
the  preceding  part  of  this  history,  but  it  is 
a  very  small  part  of  it  can  be  now  repre- 
sented. Every  one  who  had  the  least  show 
of  seriousness  was  grievously  harassed  in  as 
far  as  they  could  be  reached,  and  plain 
spulies  were  committed  upon  all  who  would 
not  concur  actively  with  the  soldiers  in 
their  oppressive  methods.  These  things 
soured  the  spirits  of  not  a  few ;  and  if,  as 
Solomon  tells  us,  oppression  makes  a  wise 
man  mad,  we  need  not  wonder  at  any 
heights  run  to  at  this  time,  but  rather  be 
surprised  that  things  were  not  much  further 
carried.  We  have  already  had  some  view 
of  the  barbarous  invasion  upon  the  west 
country  by  the  Highland  host,  and  the  suc- 
ceeding severities  in  exacting  the  cess  last 
year  and  this.  The  meetings  for  hearing 
the  gospel,  in  houses  and  the  fields,  were 
violently  attacked,  and  frequently  the  sol- 
diers did  discharge  their  loaded  pieces 
among  poor  unarmed  country  people ;  some, 
we  have  heard,  were  killed,  and  many  were 
wounded.  The  dreadful  havoc  made  in  all 
the  comers  of  the  west  and  south  of  Scot- 
land, by  the  parties  of  soldiers  marching  up 
and  down,  and  the  garrisons,  is  what  cannot 
be  expressed.  When  the  soldiers  got  no- 
tice of  the  houses  of  any  of  the  fugitives  or 
intercommuned  persons,  there  they  exer- 
cised their  greatest  fury,  yea,  upon  the 
houses  of  such  as  were  the  relations  of  the 
former,  and  of  all  who  kept  not  the  church 
reffuhwly.    And  it  was  odd  to  observe  how 


few  such  they  missed  in  their  trayerniigs 
of  the  country;  they  had  generally  then- 
information  firom  the  episcopal  incumbent 
in  every  parish  whither  they  came.  At 
such  houses  the  soldiers  used  to  stay,  not 
only  living  at  discretion,  and  eating  up  as 
much  as  they  saw  good,  killing  sheep  and 
other  cattle  for  their  own  use,  and  giving 
their  horses  a  great  deal  more  than  was 
needful,  but  also  carried  away  every  thing 
portable  which  made  for  them;  and  either 
kept  it,  or  when  their  luggage  tamed  cum- 
bersome, they  would  make  money  of  it  at 
the  next  place  they  came  to,  and  even  force 
people  to  give  them  money  for  what  they 
had  robbed  others  of.  Yea,  to  such  a  height 
came  their  rage,  as  they  most  maliciously 
destroyed  what  they  could  not  eat  np.  In 
some  houses  they  took  the  threshed  com 
out  of  the  sacks,  and  cast  it  into  the  run- 
ning waters,  and  took  the  meal,  and  trode 
it  in  the  dunghill ;  and  in  other  places  set 
fire  to  the  stacks  of  com  and  other  victual, 
and  burned  the  threshed  victual :  and  many 
other  dreadful  abuses  did  they  commit,  ^ 
which  there  was  no  room  to  complain. 
Many  particular  accounts  of  these  outrages 
I  have  seen,  and  a  good  number  are  before 
me,  too  tedious  to  insert  here. 

It  was  no  great  wonder  then,  that  not  a 
few,  who  perhaps  had  no  great  sense  of  re- 
ligion, joined  with  such  as  were  forced  to 
be  in  arms,  and  wander  up  and  down  for 
their  principles,  and  sided  with  any  party 
who  might  procure  their  relief  in  their  pro- 
perty and  civil  liberty  so  dreadfully  in- 
vaded ;  especially,  when  they  could  have  no 
view  of  redress,  but  in  an  hostile  way,  and 
by  repelling  force  with  force.  Indeed,  the 
quarrel  upon  which  several  in  this  rising 
stated  themselves,  was  self-defence,  and  the 
recovering  of  their  civil  liberty,  as  well  as 
the  freedom  of  hearing  the  gospel  preached: 
and  the  greatest  part  of  the  west  and  south 
were  subjected,  not  only  to  the  arbitrary 
government  of  the  prince,  and  the  more 
arbitrary  procedure  of  the  council,  but  to 
the  cruel  and  covetous  lust  of  every  private 
sentinel.  Invasions,  generally  in  an  eril 
time,  are  made  both  upon  religion  and  li'u- 
erty:  these  ordinarily  stand  and  fall  to- 
gether; and  when  measures  are  well  laid 
and  concerted,  Vl  \a  ciet\aM\^  \>DL^TELQii^\ft^ 
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able  and  jiutifiAble  quarrel  for  riaing  in 
amia»  which  ia  stated  upon  property  and 
right,  and  where  dril  liberty  ia  defended 
and  maintained  with  an  eye  to  its  influence 
upon,  and  subaenriency  to  religion. 

Several  things  have  been  already  noticed 
oonoeming  the  strict  pursuit  of  the  field- 
meetings  in  the  west  and  south,  by  the  gar- 
risons formerly  mentioned;  and  as  it  was  a 
branch  of  this  which  gave  the  immediate 
occasion  to  the  rising,  so  the  long  and 
growing  tract  of  those  severities  prepared 
matters  for  it  8ome  of  the  ministers  and 
people  who  used  to  have  such  meetings 
with  very  little  observation  and  noise,  and 
bat  in  small  numbers,  found  it  needful,  be- 
cause of  the  insults  of  the  soldiers,  to  keep 
more  closely  together,  and  narrow  them- 
selves into  one  meeting,  sometimes  in  one 
place,  sometimes  in  another,  where  they 
best  might  with  safety.  I  have  already  ob- 
served, that  such  as  were  concerned  in  this 
ambulatory  sort  of  meeting,  were  of  the 
warmer  sort,  who  had  fireedom  to  go  some 
lengths,  wherein  the  most  part  by  far  of 
presbjrterians  could  not  follow  them;  and 
some  of  these  afterwards  went  far  greater 
lengths  than  at  this  time  were  set  up  for. 
To  this  meeting  a  good  many  brought  arms 
for  defending  themselves,  and  the  ministers 
who  preached  to  them,  against  the  garri- 
sons and  parties  of  soldiers ;  and  they  were 
armed  a  great  deal  better  than  any  other  I 
hear  of.  The  soldiers  hearing  of  the  num- 
bers in  arms,  endeavoured  by  all  means  to 
catch  people,  at  least  in  their  coming,  and 
going.  Tlieir  hazard  this  way  from  the 
garrisons,  and  rambling  parties  of  the  sol- 
diers, whose  orders  were  to  apprehend, 
assault,  yea,  to  kill,  if  any  defence  were 
made,  brought  them  at  length  to  this,  that 
the  most  part  of  the  constant  attenders  upon 
these  meetings,  save  the  country  people  in 
every  neighbourhood,  who  came  merely  to 
hear,  were  armed.  By  this  the  soldiers 
were  a  little  frighted,  and  did  not  so  much 
trouble  them  as  formerly,  and  somewhat 
scared  firom  firing  among  poor  naked  people, 
killing  and  wounding  of  some,  and  dragging 
others  to  prison  and  banishment.  And  this 
way  they  kept  up  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel  for  a  good  many  weeks,  which  now 
to  some  of  ihem  wm$  indeed  dearer  than 
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their  lives;  and  the  soldiers,  when  ac- 
quainted ^dth  their  numbers,  thought 
good  to  keep  at  distance,  and  withdraw.  Ac- 
counts of  this  were  sent  to  Edinburgh,  and 
the  numbers  of  the  armed  at  this  meeting 
were  no  way  diminished :  yea,  many  lies  came 
in  to  the  council,  both  by  the  clei^  and  com- 
manders of  the  soldiers.  These  issued  in 
new  and  more  severe  proclamations,  as  we 
have  heard,  and  orders  to  the  army.  And 
more  soldiers  were  brought  west  and  sent 
to  the  places  where  the  field-meetings  were. 
This  again  increased  the  numbers  of  people 
in  arms  at  the  meetings :  and  warm  persons 
coming  in  among  them,  projects  were  spoke 
of  A  la-volee;  and  some  put  upon  courses 
they  at  first  had  no  view  of,  nor  design  to 
come  to.  They  continued  together  in  par- 
ties through  the  week ;  and  their  tempers, 
by  hardships  and  conversation  being  height- 
ened, there  was  talking  of  going  some  fur- 
ther length  than  mere  self-defence :  but  any 
thing  that  way,  came  never  to  any  bearing 
till  Drumdog. 

We  may  add  the  severe  and  cruel  laws 
made  especially  after  the  primate's  death, 
and  some  before  it  The  being  in  arms  at 
field-meetings  is  made  treason  by  law,  which, 
as  hath  been  observed,  was  much  the  same 
to  many,  as  if  the  hearing  of  the  gospel 
preached  by  outed  presbyterian  ministers 
had  been  made  treason,  since  the  case  of 
not  a  few  was  such,  as  without  arms  they 
could  not  be  present  at  field-meetings :  and 
I  do  not  question  this  drove  many  a  great 
deal  further  than  at  first  they  projected. 
Travelling  with  arms,  or,  as  the  soldiers 
execute  the  act,  the  having  of  arms  at  all 
without  the  council's  license,  which  none 
of  the  persecuted  people  could  ever  look 
for,  was  punishable  at  pleasure;  and  the 
soldier's  pleasure  came  in  room  of  the  coun- 
cil*js,  and  was  extravagant  enough.  Terrible 
powers  were  granted  by  the  council  to  the 
commissioners,  sherifis,  and  their  deputes, 
as  we  have  seen,  and  a  good  many  poor  and 
rakish  gentlemen,  were  clothed  with  these 
powers  at  the  request  of  the  bishops.  And 
to  crown  all,  the  officers  of  the  army  were 
warranted,  not  only  to  apprehend,  but 
wound  and  kill  such  as  they  found  with 
arms  at  field-coiivctvt\c\e»,OT  «xk^  c«!!i\n%«t 
going  to  thcm,\£  t\iey  ma^e  Te«i«XK«ic»\  wA 
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'  were  not  wanting  in  executing  these 
powers  granted  them. 

All  these  laid  together,  may  discover 
what  extraordinary  hardships  and  difficul- 
ties great  multitudes  were  brought  under. 
They  found  such  sweetness  in  the  gospel 
purely  and  clearly  preached  to  them,  that 
they  looked  on  it  as  the  greatest  blessing, 
and  what  was  most  necessary  to  them;  and 
it  was  but  a  few  who  had  access  to  it  from 
the  handful  of  presbyterian  ministers  who 
were  indulged.  They  were  most  averse  to 
take  up  arms,  until  they  were  forced  to  it, 
and  that  merely  in  their  own  defence.  For 
a  long  time,  though  they  had  arms  with 
them,  yet  they  made  no  use  of  them,  and 
never  desired  any  occasion  of  using  them : 
and  being  made  guilty  of  treason  for  this, 
they  were  obliged  to  continue  in  this  way, 
which  the  fiuy  of  their  persecutors  had 
forced  them  unto.  And  thus,  by  one  step 
after  another,  they  were  necessitate  to  this 
rising  I  am  now  to  give  the  account  of. 

That  the  party  who  gathered  at  Bothwell 
were  in  concert  with  the  discontented  and 
country  party  in  England  at  this  time,  I 
cannot  believe,  since  I  find  no  proofs  of  it 
The  English  writers  upon  the  one  side,  do 
assert  it,  without  giving  any  thing,  that  I 
have  seen,  which  looks  like  a  solid  reason : 
and  when  I  consider  all  circumstances,  it 
appears  to  me  a  thing  that  could  not  well 
be.  The  virulent  writer  of  the  "  Caveat 
against  the  Whigs,"  alleges  there  was  a  close 
correspondence  betwixt  Shaftsbury  and  the 
Scots  rebels  as  he  calls  them ;  and  talks  of 
forty  copies  of  his  speech  in  March  this 
year,  sent  doH^i  by  the  first  post  to  Scot- 
land. We  have  already  found  good  cause 
not  to  receive  matters  of  fact  upon  the 
credit  of  this  author's  assertion.  I  see  no 
reason  to  doubt,  but  this  is  a  story  of  his 
own  making,  and  of  a  piece  with  many 
other  untruths  in  these  pamphlets,  writ  at 
a  juncture  wherein  somewhat  of  this  sort 
was  necessary  to  the  helping  forward  the 
designs  of  a  popish  and  persecuting  party, 
against  the  constitution  and  religion  of 
these  kingdoms,  upon  the  back  of  the  al- 
most fatal  turn  of  affairs  towards  the  close 
of  queen  Anne^s  reign.  When  this  rising 
fras  beffun,  and  some  t/iousands  got  together 


in  arms,  we  shall  find,  that  in  order  to  mo- 
derate the  warmth  of  some  there,  and  to  en- 
large the  bottom  upon  which  that  appear- 
ance was  to  be  stated,  motions  were  made 
from  Edinbui^h,  that  the  dedaration  they 
emitted  might  be  such  as  those  in  England, 
who  appeared  for  the  liberties  of  their 
country,  might  be  the  better  brought  in  to 
espouse,  if  need  were:  but  this  plainly 
enough  says,  that  this  rising  did  not  flow 
from  any  correspondence  with  the  earl  of 
Shaftsbury;  and  indeed  the  narrow  lay* 
upon  which  the  first  gatherers  together  set 
up,  makes  this  matter  beyond  debate ;  and 
when  this  proposal  was  made  from  Edin- 
burgh, we  shall  find  these  people  wonld  not 
go  into  it  Further,  to  me  it  appears  al- 
most incredible,  that  a  handful  oC  poor  in- 
significant country  people,  hearing  and  fol- 
lowing some  field-preachers,  with  no  other 
view,  than  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  gospel, 
and  preserve  it  in  the  land,  should  enter 
into  a  concert  with  the  English  peers.  I 
am  morally  sure,  that  their  ministers  had 
no  such  correspondence.  How  far  some 
few  gentlemen,  and  others  with  them,  who 
had  civil  liberty  in  their  view  in  their  rising, 
and  by  this  motive  encouraged  others  to 
rise,  might  take  heart  from  the  appearances 
in  England  against  arbitrary  and  oppressive 
measures  there  carrying  on,  I  shall  not  de- 
termine; but  I  can  learn  nothing  of  any 
direct  or  indirect  concert  or  correspondence 
with  England,  nor  perceive  any  indications 
of  it^  I  am  well  assured  firom  some  y^ 
alive,  who  preached  in  the  fields  at  this 
time,  that  they  never  heard  any  thing  of 
this  nature.  Yea,  to  me  it  appears  very 
probable,  that  if  matters  had  been  concerted 
with  that  party  in  England,  this  business 
would  have  been  more  regularly  and  pru- 
dently managed  and  carried  on.  When  the 
country  people  were  got  together,  and  the 
accounts  had  reached  London,  I  doubt  not 
but  Shaftsbury  and  others  there,  migbt 
wish  the  people  at  Bothwell  well,  and  use 
their  interest  to  have  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth's instructions  as  favourable  as  might 
be,  since  they  knew  that  party  were  really 
struggling  for  liberty,  as  they  themselves 
professed  to  do.     This  is  all  that  oflfers  to 
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me  upon  tliii  matter;  bat  the  ftathor  of  the 
**  Caveat  for  the  Whigs*'  will  have  every  thing 
that  displeases  him,  to  oome,  from  an  imagi- 
nary concert  betwixt  the  republicans  in 
England,  as  he  names  all  who  made  any 
stand  against  arbitrary  measures  there^  and 
the  presbyterians  in  Scotland,  and  the 
Dotch. 

Perhaps,  a  way  for  the  beginnings,  at 
least  of  this  gathering,  might  likewise  in 
some  measure  be  paved  by  the  heats  about 
the  indulgence  and  cess,  coming  to  a  great- 
er height  this  year  than  formerly.  We  have 
already  heard,  that  this  flame  was  now  ris- 
ing and  spreading.  Mr  Thomas  Douglas, 
Mr  Donald  Caigil,  and  some  young  preach- 
ers, Mr  Richard  Cameron,  and  others  in 
aome  of  the  field  meetings,  were  openly 
preaching  against  hearing  the  indulged  mi- 
nisters, and  speaking  some  very  harsh 
things  of  them :  and  Robert  Hamilton,  with 
■ome  others  who  were  with  them  in  arms, 
did  very  much  widen  this  breach.  And  yet 
we  shall  find,  that  although  Mr  John 
Welsh,  Mr  David  Hume,  Mr  Semple,  and 
others  who  likewise  preached  in  the  fields, 
were  very  averse  from  this  course,  as  tend- 
ing to  divide  and  break  presbyterians 
among  themselves,  and  so  to  ruin  them ; 
yet  they  and  many  of  their  followers,  join- 
ed with  them  who  rose  at  this  time,  and 
•ndeavoured  to  have  the  differences  remov- 
edy  though  with  little  success. 

And,  in  the  last  room,  it  may  not  be  al- 
together improbable,  that  John  Balfour,  and 
aome  others  concerned  in  the  murder  of 
bishop  Sharp,  might  help  on  the  warmth 
upon  that  side  to  which  they  joined,  and 
endeavour  to  bring  matters  to  such  an  issue, 
as  to  save  themselves  by  a  formed  rising ; 
though,  as  I  said  above,  their  accession  to 
that  fact  was  not  generally  known  at  Both- 
well  ;  and  the  people  concerned  in  that  ris- 
ing did  never  approve  of  that  attempt :  and 
whatever  reproach  was  cast  upon  them  by 
Balfour,  and  some  others  being  of  their 
number,  yet  it  hath  no  foundation  at  alL 
"Whatever  be  in  this,  no  doubt  it  was  this 
party  headed  by  Mr  Hamilton,  who,  as  they 
violently  pushed  forward  the  country  peo- 
ple to  a  rising,  so  by  their  indiscretion  and 
want  of  conduct,  evidently  ruined  the  west 
country  army^  and  effectually  hindered  the 


fiur  prospect  there  once  was,  that  they  . 
might  have  been  a  mean  of  delivering 
the  church  and  nation  frx>m  the  burdens 
they  were  under ;  and  the  upshot  of  all  was^ 
divisions  came  in,  joint  measures  were  not 
taken.  A  great  many  left  them  when  they 
saw  whither  matters  were  going,  and  for 
more  never  joined  them ;  and  such  as  con- 
tinued together  could  never  do  any  thing 
of  consequence :  and  when  they  came  to  be 
attacked,  the  high-flyers  withdrew  first,  and 
left  the  poor  country  men  to  the  mercy  of 
the  king's  army. 

These  things  were  the  occasions  of  this 
rising ;  and  firom  them  it  is  evident  it  was 
no  premeditated  or  concerted  thing  in  its 
first  beginnings,  but  gradually  one  thing 
fell  in  upon  the  neck  of  another,  till  the 
people  were  brought  together  in  arms ;  and 
when  once  together,  no  doubt  they  might 
have  done  far  more  than  they  did,  had  they 
improven  their  first  successes,  and  kept 
joined  among  themselves :  which  brings  me 
forward  to  give  some  account  of  the  begin- 
ning and  progress  of  this  rising,  and  the 
unhappy  differences  which  fell  in  among 
them,  which  I  shall  run  through  as  quickly 
as  I  can,  that  I  may  come  to  the  action  it- 
self, and  the  sufferings  following  upon  it, 
which  is  my  proper  task. 

SECT.  III. 

Of  the  declaration  at  Rutherfflen,  May  29M» 
and  the  first  rencounters,  and  smaller 
skirmishes  at  Drumclog  and  Glasgow,  in 
the  beginning  of  June. 

This  rising  in  the  west  of  Scotland,  like 
many  other  considerable  turns,  had  but  very 
small  beginnings:  and  it  is  scarce  to  be 
thought  that  the  persons  concerned  in  them 
had  any  prospect  that  what  they  did,  and 
particularly  their  attempt  at  Rutherglen, 
May  29th,  would  have  been  followed  with 
what  succeeded. 

Hitherto  the  persons  concerned  in  that 
united  and  contracted  meeting  before  spoken 
of,  had  contented  themselves  with  coming 
to  sermons  preached  in  the  fields  by  the 
ministers  and  preachers  who  went  their 
lengths,  and  defending  \]h«mBA&N^  ^\i«^ 
attacked :  but  iheix  num^Mon  \ncM«ian% 
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well  as  their  wannth,  against  such  as 
differed  from  them,  Mr  Hamilton,  and 
some  others  in  the  company,  moTed,  ^  that 
somewhat  further  should  be  done  by  them  as 
a  testimony  against  the  iniquity  of  the  times." 
The  reader  will  haye  the  best  view  of  what 
they  came  to,  from  one  of  their  own  papers 
just  now  before  me,  as  follows.  **  After  se- 
rious consideration  and  prayer,  they  (speak- 
ing of  these  concerned  in  the  above  men- 
tioned meeting)  resolved  to  continue  in 
hearing  the  gospel,  and  reckoned  they 
would  plainly  quit  their  duty,  if  upon  the 
account  of  danger  they  gave  up  this  privi- 
lege ;  and  considering  the  smallness  of  their 
number,  the  strength  of  their  persecuting 
adversaries,  together  with  their  own  mani- 
fold infirmities  and  fiulings,  they  feared, 
that,  if  the  Lord  in  his  providence  should 
permit  them  to  be  dispersed,  or  to  BeQI  be- 
fore their  enemies,  their  cause  would  like- 
wise £Edl;  therefore  they  judged  it  their 
duty  to  publish  to  the  world  their  testimony 
to  tile  truth  and  cause  which  they  owned, 
and  against  the  sins  and  defections  of  the 
times."  Those  who  were  violentiy  against 
the  indulgence,  entered  into  this  resolution 
towards  the  end  of  May,  and  Mr  Hamilton 
was  very  active  in  pressing  it,  and  pushing 
forward  a  public  appearance,  as  the  way  to 
form  and  strengthen  their  party,  and  pre- 
vail with  others  to  come  and  join  them 
when  they  set  up  openly  against  the  evils 
of  the  time. 

In  prosecution  of  this  resolution,  some 
were  pitched  upon,  the  said  Robert  Hamil- 
ton, brother  to  the  laird  of  Preston,  Mr 
Thomas  Douglas,  one  of  the  ministers  who 
preached  to  them,  with  about  eighty  armed 
men,  to  go  to  some  public  place,  and  bum 
the  acts  and  papers  which  shall  just  now 
be  named,  and  publish  their  declaration.  It 
needs  scarce  be  again  here  noticed,  that 
neither  this  resolution  nor  the  underwrit- 
ten declaration  were  formed  in  any  concert 
ndtb  the  ministers  or  people  who  kept  field 
meetings  in  other  places,  far  less  with  any 
concurrence  of  the  body  of  presbyterians 
through  the  nation ;  and  consequentiy  the 
good  or  evil  in  the  matter  or  manner  of 
these  is  chargeable  only  upon  the  few  who 
were  engaged.    The  29th  of  May  was  by 


iAeio  found  to  be  the  most  convenient  day  \  estabAishing  oC  ql\>^\ix^  i^telacy. 


for  making  this  appearance,  being  the  anni- 
versary day  so  much  abused,  and  against 
which,  among  other  things,  they  were  to 
testify.  I  am  informed  the  city  of  Glasgow 
was  the  place  where  at  first  tiiey  resolved 
to  have  published  their  paper;  but  hearing 
the  king's  forces  were  many  of  them  come 
down  firom  Lanark,  and  lying  there,  they 
altered  their  resolution,  and  went  to  Ruth- 
eiglen,  a  small  royal  burgh  two  miles  from 
Glasgow.  Accordingly  they  came  there  in 
the  afternoon,  and,  extinguished  the  bon- 
fires with  which  the  day  was  solemnized, 
and  at  the  market  cross,  burned  the  papen 
just  now  to  be  mentioned  in  their  testimo- 
ny, and  read  publicly,  and  then  affixed  upon 
the  cross  a  copy  of  the  following  declara- 
tion. 

TJie  declaration  and  testimony  of  some  of 
the  true  presbyterian  party  in  Scotland, 
published    at   Rutherglen,    May    29M, 
1679. 

'  As  the  Lord  hath  been  pleased  to  keep  and 
preserve  his  interest  in  this  land,  by  the  testi- 
mony of  fiuthful  witnesses  from  the  begin- 
ning, so  some  in  our  days  have  not  been  want- 
ing, who,  upon  the  greatest  of  hazards,  have 
added  their  testimony  to  the  testimony  of 
those  who  have  gone  before  them,  and  who 
have  suffered  imprisonments,  finings,  for- 
feitures, banishment,  torture,  and  death 
from  an  evil  and  perfidious  adversary  to 
the  church  and  kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesos 
Christ  in  the  land.  Now  we  being  pursued 
by  the  same  adversary  for  our  lives,  while 
owning  the  interest  of  Christ,  according  to 
his  word,  and  the  national  and  solemn 
league  and  covenants,  judge  it  our  duty 
(though  unworthy,  yet  hoping  we  are  true 
members  of  the  church  of  Scotland)  to  add 
our  testimony  to  those  of  the  worthies  who  / 
have  gone  before  us,  in  witnessing  against ' 
all  things  that  have  been  done  publicly  in 
prejudice  of  his  interest,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  work  of  reformation,  especially  from 
the  year  1648  downward  to  the  year  1660. 
But  more  particularly  those  since,  as 

'  1.  Against  the  act  rescissory,  for  over- 
turning the  whole  covenanted  reformation 

<  2.  Against  the  acts  for  erecting  and 
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*  3.  AgBinst  tiuit  declaration  imposed 
apoa,  and  sabscribed  bj  all  peraoos  in  pub- 
lic tnut,  where  the  covenants  are  renounced 
and  oondemned. 

'  4.  Against  the  act  and  declaration  pub- 
lished at  OlaagoiTy  for  outingr  of  the  fiuthful 
muiisteni  who  could  not  comply  with  prela- 
cy,  whereby  300  and  upwards  of  them  were 
iUegally  ejected. 

'  5.  Against  that  presumptuous  act  for 
imposing  an  holy  anniversary  day,  as  they 
call  it,  to  be  kept  yearly  upon  the  29th  of 
May,  as  a  day  of  rejoicing  and  thanksgiving 
for  the  king's  birth  and  restoration ;  where- 
by the  appointers  have  intruded  upon  the 
Lord's  prerogative,  and  the  observers  have 
given  the  glory  to  the  creature  that  is  due 
to  our  Lord  Redeemer,  and  rejoiced  over 
the  setting  up  an  usurping  power  to  the  de- 
stroying the  interest  of  Christ  in  the  land. 

'  6.  Against  the  explicatory  act,  1669, 
and  the  sacrilegious  supremacy  enacted  and 
established  thereby. 

'  Lastly.  Against  the  acts  of  council,  their 
warrants  and  instructions  for  indulgence, 
and  all  other  their  sinful  and  unlawful  acts, 
made  and  executed  by  them,  for  promoting 
their  usurped  supremacy. 

*  And,  for  confirmation  of  this  our  testi- 
mony, we  do  this  day,  being  the  29th  of 
May  1679,  publicly  at  the  cross  of  Ruther- 
g^en,  most  justly  bum  the  above  mentioned 
acts,  to  evidence  our  dislike  and  testimony 
against  the  same,  as  they  have  unjustly, 
perfidiously,  and  presumptuously  burned 
our  sacred  covenants. 

'  And,  we  hope,  none  wiU  take  exception 
against  our  not  subscribing  this  our  testi- 
mony, being  so  solemnly  published ;  since 
we  are  always  ready  to  do  in  this  as  shall 
be  judged  necessary,  by  consent  of  the  rest 
of  our  suffering  brethren  in  Scotland.* 

I  have  seen  a  good  many  copies  of  this 
p^per  in  writ,  and  they  generally  agree 
with  that  which  is  printed  by  the  society 
people,  in  their  **  Informatory  Vindication," 
Edit  2.  p.  171.  and  want  the  clause  anent 
the  indulgence.  But  this,  and  some  other 
copies  I  have  seen,  1  have  reason  to  believe, 
is  the  extended  copy  published  at  Ruther- 
glen.  Whether  this  draught  agrees  with 
what  was  resolved  on  by  the  publishers' 
coogtituentg,  J  cannot  detemune.  AJthongh  | 


probably  the  bulk  ^  that  meeting, 
where  it  was  agreed  upon,  were  hear- 
tily  against  the  indulgence,  yet  I  question  if 
they  all  came  the  length  of  burning  the  acts 
hereanent,  and  I  am  ready  to  suspect,  that  the 
warmth  of  some  imposed  upon  the  simpli- 
city of  Mr  Thomas  Douglas,  and  this  alter- 
ation or  addition  was  made  when  the  paper 
was  extended  for  publication.  The  ground 
of  my  jealousy  is  a  copy  I  have  before  me, 
which  agrees  with  the  most  I  have  seen, 
and  with  that  in  print,  and  so  needs  not  be 
inserted  as  a  note,  bearing  this  title,  **  Double 
of  a  paper  resolved  upon  to  have  been  read 
at  the  cross  of  Gksgow,  May  29th,  1679." 
wants  this  dause,  and  yet,  by  that  inscrip- 
tion, it  seems  to  have  contained  what  was 
at  first  resolved  upon :  the  most  part,  as  I 
have  said,  vnint  it,  and  that  copy,  published 
by  that  set  of  people,  in  print  likewise.  If 
this  conjecture  hold,  it  is  a  new  proof  of 
Mr  Hamilton,  and  others  engaged,  their 
zeal  to  form  their  public  appearances  very 
soon  against  other  presbjrterians,  and  the 
indulged  in  particular.  Be  this  as  it  wiU, 
in  their  after  debates  this  was  cast  up,  and 
this  testimony  was  uiged  against  joining 
with  such  who  could  not  acknowledge  the 
evil  of  the  indulgence,  and  it  was  likewise, 
some  time  after  this,  alleged  to  import  a 
denying  of  the  king's  authority :  but  the 
framers  of  it  plainly  say,  as  we  shall  after- 
wards hear,  that  this  was  only  waved,  and 
not  determined  or  denied ;  matters  among 
them  were  not  yet  come  this  length. 

From  this  short  account  of  the  matter  of 
fact,  as  it  passed  at  Rutherglen,  the  gross 
ignorance  of  our  affairs  in  Scotland,  to  call 
it  no  worse,  in  the  author  of  the  **  Caveat  for 
the  Whigs,"  part  L  p.  61,  will  be  plain.  That 
writer  tells  us,  that  at  Ragland  they  pro- 
claimed the  covenant;  which  is  just  of  a 
piece  with  his  senseless  story,  p.  65,  that 
the  presbyterians,  at  their  armed  field-con- 
venticles, used  to  take  the  covenant  openly, 
to  the  number  of  seven  or  eight  thousand 
in  a  body ;  which  he  alleges  to  have  been 
the  cause  of  the  government's  dealing  se- 
verely with  them.  The  English  writers 
have  many  a  time  surprised  me  with  their 
palpable  mistakes  in  matter  of  fact,  when 
they  meddle  wil\i  oxer  ^co\&  «Slam\  VoX.  Ve^ 
the  accounta  of  tlna  ^rwid,l  oNit^^J^^- 
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._^  aiioe8mii8tbemadeihem,a8beiii|^iiii- 
*  posed  upon  hj  Sir  Geoi^  Macken- 
lie's  Vindication  of  the  reig^  ofking  Charles 
and  king  James,  and  the  litUe  idle  stories  vent- 
ed hj  some  of  our  Scots  episcopal  fAergy, 
nnce  the  revolution  retired  into  England, 
who  have  made  up  a  great  many  untruths,  to 
blacken  this  national  church,  and  to  gratify 
their  own  fretted  spirits,  as  weU  as  the  in- 
dinations  of  some  of  the  high-flyers  in 
England.  Indeed  presbyterians  may  in 
part  blame  themselves,  who  have  not  given 
our  neighbours  and  the  world  a  fidr  and 
just  account  of  this  period. 

But  I  leave  this  appearance  at  Ruther- 
glen,  and  come  forward  to  what  followed 
upon  it  Mr  Hamilton  and  his  party  re- 
tired from  Ruthei^len  towards  Evandale 
and  Newmilns,  after  the  publication  of  their 
paper;  whereabout  Mr  Thomas  Douglas 
was  to  preach  next  Lord's  day.  The  pub- 
lishing of  this  declaration,  and  the  extin- 
guishing the  bonfires  made  a  mighty  noise, 
both  at  Glasgow  and  Edinburgh.  The 
thing  was  magnified,  and  the  officers  of  the 
king's  forces  at  Glasgow  were  in  a  terrible 
fret  Mr  Graham  of  Claverhouse,  whom 
we  shall  frequently  meet  with  in  this  pe- 
riod, afterwards  created  viscount  of  Dundee, 
was  now  a  captain  of  one  of  the  new  levied  | 
troops,  and  had  been,  beyond  his  compan-  ! 
ions,  active  in  oppressing  the  country,  and 
bearing  down  of  conventicles.  This  gen- 1 
tleman  had  large  powers  granted  him,  and 
marched  upon  Saturday  May  31st,  in  quest  | 
of  these  who  had  made  the  appearance  at 
Rutherglen*    He  had  his  own  troop,  two 


*  The  character  of  Graham  of  Claverhouse  is 
thus  drawn  bv  one  who  must  be  held  as  at  least  \ 
not  over  partial  to  the  covenanters:^" The  se- 
verity of  his  character,  as  well  as  the  higher 
attributes  of  undaunted  and  enterprising  valour, ' 
which  even  his  enemies  were  compelled  to  admit, 
lay  concealed  under  an  exterior  which  seemed  i 

-  adapted^  to  the  court  or  saloon  rather  than  the  i 
field.  The  same  gentleness  and  gaiety  of  expres-  i 
sion  which  reigned  in  his  features  seemed  to  in-  | 
spire  his  actions  and  getttures;  and,  on  the. 
whole,  he  was  generally  esteemed  at  first  sight ' 
rather  qualified  to  be  the  votary  of  pleasure  than  I 
of  ambition.  But  under  this  soft  exterior  was  | 
hidden  a  spirit  unbounded  in  daring  and  in  ; 
aspiring,  yet  cautious  and  prudent  as  that  of] 
Machiuvel  himself.  Profound  in  politics,  and  ! 
embued  of  course  with  that  disregard  of  indivi- 
dual rights  which  its  intrigues  usually  generate, 

thiBleMder  wmb  coal  uid  collected  in  danger,  fierce 


others,  and  sonie  foot  given  him,  to  go  oa 
this  expedition.  These  men,  especially 
his  own  troop,  were  rude  pro&ne  wretches. 
One  instance  shall  suffice  out  of  aiany. 
One  of  them,  James  Blair,  who  had  been 
chancellor  to  the  assiie  who  gave  their 
verdict  against  the  four  men  executed  at 
Glasgow,  for  being  at  Pentland,  came  out 
to  Rutherglen  the  day  after  Mr  Hamilton 
had  been  there;  whetber  for  informatioQ, 
or  what  end  I  know  not:  he  raged  up  and 

and  ardent  in  pursuing  success,  careless  of  death 
himself,  and  ruthless  in  inflicting  It  upon  others. 
Such  are  the  characters  formed  in  times  of  civil 
disooi*d,  whm  the  highest  qualities  perverted  by 
party  spirit,  and  inflamed  by  habitual  opposition, 
are  too  often  combined  with  vices  and  excesses 
which  deprive  them  at  once  of  their  merit  and 
of  their  lustre.  *'    Tales  of  my  Landlord,  vol.  1 1. 

J».  887 — 8.     If  we  are  not  greatly  mistaken,  the 
bllowing  lines  from  the  PSetic  Mirror  claim  the 
Mune  authorship  with  tiie  Tales. 

*'  There,  worthy  of  his  masters,  came 
The  despot's  chsmplon,  bloody  Graham ; 
To  stain  for  aye  a  warrior's  sword. 
And  lead  a  fierce,  though  fiiwning  horde ; 
The  human  blood-hounds  of  the  earth. 
To  hunt  the  peasant  from  his  hearth  ! 

TjTants  !  couid  not  misfortune  teach. 
That  man  has  rights  beyond  your  reach  ? 
Thought  ye  the  torture  and  the  stake. 
Could  that  intrepid  spirit  break, 
Which  even  in  woman's  breast  withstood 
The  terrors  of  the  fire  and  flood !" 

Claverhouse  married  Jean,  daughter  of  lord 
Cochran.  Her  mother  was  a  aister  of  that 
lord  Cassilis  (son  of  the  good  earl)  who  was 
the  only  person  that  voted  against  the  act  5. 
1670,  imposing  death  on  preachers  at  field>oon- 
venticles.  (Bum.  I.  29)2,  foL)  It  was  on  her 
account,  and  also  on  that  of  her  sister  Margaret, 
wife  of  bishop  Burnet,  so  noted  for  her  attach- 
ment to  presbytery,  that  the  family  was  esteem* 
edjanatical;  and  it  is  a  singular  fact  that  Claver* 
house  was  turned  out  of  his  posts  for  marrving 
into  it;  but  his  lady  is  said  to  have  been  a  bitter 
enemy  of  presbyterians,  and  to  have  expressed 
her  wish  that  the  day  »he  heard  a  presbyterian 
minister,  the  house  might  fall  upon  ner.  Being 
in  Rotterdam,  after  she  was  lady  Kilsyth,  she 
had  strayed  in  to  hear  sermon  in  the  Scots 
church  there,  and  next  night  her  lodgings  fell 
and  Kmothered  her  and  her  child.  (Wood's  Peer- 
age, art.  Dundonald,  Wodrow's  Analecta,  MS. 
III.  p.  &JH,  252.  Remark.  Providences,  MS. 
p.  SO.)  Mr  Robert  Fleming,  afterwards  in 
London,  and  the  well-known  author  of  the  Dis- 
courses on  Prophecy,  was  then  minister  in  Rot- 
terdam, and  is  said  to  have  mentioned  in  hii 
discourse  that  there  were  some  in  the  assembly, 
he  did  not  know  who,  very  near  a  sudden  stroke. 
(See  MS.  Rem.  Providences,  &c  ut  suvra.) 
Those  who  wish  to  see  a  full  account  of  the 
ciixumstances  connected  with  the  discovery  of 
the  body  of  lady  K.  and  her  son  at  KUsj'tn  in 
1796,  may  consult  the  Statistical  account  of  that 
pariah,  ^o\.  XV\IV.  v*  ^l^>  ^* 
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ening  and  abusinf  the  inhahitants,  and  aak 
ing  where  these  eighty  men  were  who 
alodcened  out  the  fires  yesternight,  swearing 
bloodily  he  would  ran  his  sword  through 
their  sonl  if  he  had  them,  with  many  other 
senseless  and  ezecrahle  expressions.    This 
poor  man  ii-as  killed  next  day  save  one  at 
Dmmclog.    ClaTerhonse's  commission  and 
powers  were  very  great,  though  1  cannot 
say  but  they  were  agreeable  to  the  acts  of 
council  formerly  mentioned;  and  had  he 
not  been  stopped,  was  abundantly  ready  to 
have  executed  them  in  all  points :  he  had 
liberty  to  kill  and  destroy  dl  he  found  in 
arms,  at  any  field-meeting,  to  deal  with 
them  as  traitors,  and  to  discover,  seize,  and, 
upon  resistance,  to  kill  all  who  had  any 
share   in  the  appearance  at    Kutherglen. 
Accordingly  upon  the  Saturday  afternoon, 
he  came  up  in  a  surprise  upon  the  town  of^ 
Hamilton,  where  he  got  notice  of  Mr  John 
King  and  some  others,  who  were  come  to 
that  place,  or  near  by  it.    Whether  Mr 
King  was  to  go  to  the  meeting  at  Loudon- 
hill,  or  to  preach  himself  near  by  Hamilton, 
I  know  Dot;  the  last  is  most  probable,  for  1 
do  not  find  him  among  those  who  ordinarily 
were  with  Mr  Hamilton,  Mr  Thomas  Dou- 
glas, and  others  of  their  sentiments.  Claver- 
house  seized  Mr  John  King  preacher,  in 
Hamilton,  or,  as  some  papers  say,  in  a  house 
a  little  south-east  fh)m  the  towu,  and  about 
fourteen  more  country  men,  mostly  strangers, 
either  come  with  Mr  King,  or  going  to  the 
meeting  to-morrow.    There  was  some  pre- 
tence to  seize  Mr  King,  being  a  vagrant 
preacher,  and,  1  think,  interoommuned ;  but 
there  was  no  law  for  seizing  the  rest,  they 
not  being  in  arms,  or  any  thing  to  be  laid 
to  their  charge.    When  this  was  known, 
some  who  escaped,  and  the  people  near  by, 
began  to  entertain  thoughts  of  rescuing  Mr 
King;  and  some  of  them  went  toward  Glas- 
gow, acquainting  their  friends  by  the  way, 
and  hearing  of  the  meeting  towards  Loudon- 
hill,  went  thither,  expecting  assistance  from 
thence. 

Meanwhile  Claverhouse  was  likewise  ad- 
Tertised  of  that  conventicle  designed  next 
day,  and  resolved  to  go  and  disperse  them, 
and  come  from  thence  to  Glasgow,  with  his 
prisoncn.    I  Mm  told  be  was  dissuaded^  by 
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and  assured  there  would  be  a  good 
ooany  resolute  men  in  arms  there,  yet  tma^ 
ing  to  his  own  troop,  and  some  others  of 
horse  and  dragoons  he  had  with  him,  he 
would  go.    Accordingly  upon  the  Sabbath 
morning,  June  1st,  he  marched  very  early 
from  Hamilton  to  Strathaven  town,  about 
Gve  miles  south,  and  carried  his  prisoners 
with  him,  which  was  happy  for  them.   They 
were  bound  two  and  two  of  them  together, 
and  his  men  drove  them  before  them  like 
so  many  sheep.   When  they  came  to  Strath* 
avcn,  they  had  distinct  accounts  that  Mr 
Thomas  Douglas  was  to  preach  that  day 
near  Loudonhill,  three  or  four  miles  west- 
ward from  Strathaven;  and  thither  Claver- 
house resolves  to  march  straight  with  his 
party  and  prisoners.    Public  worship  was 
begun  by  Mr  Douglas,  when  the  accounts 
came  to  them  that  Claverhouse  and  his  men 
were  coming  upon  them,  and  had  Mr  King 
and  others  their  friends  prisoners.  Uponthis, 
finding  evil  was  determined  against  them,  all 
who  had  arms  drew  out  from  the  rest  of  the 
meeting,  and  resolved  to  go  and  meet  the  sol- 
diers and  prevent  their  dismissing  the  meet- 
ing; and,  if  possible,  relieve  Mr  King  and  the 
other  prisoners.  They  got  together  about  40 
horse,  and  150  or  200  foot,  very  ill  provided 
with  ammunition,  and  untrained,  but  hearty 
and  abuiidanUy  brisk  for  action,  and  came 
up  with  Claverhouse  and  his  party  in  a 
muir,  near  a  place  called  Drumdog,  firom 
whence   this   rencounter  hath   its   name. 
This  littie  army  of  raw  undisciplined  coun- 
trymen, who   had  no  experience  in  the 
business  of  fighting,  neither  had  they  offi- 
cers of  skill  to  lead  them,  very  bravely  stood 
Claverhouse's  first  fire,  and  returned  it  with 
much  gallantry;  and  after  a  short,  but  very 
close  and  warm  engagement,  the  soldiers 
gave  way,  were  entirely  defeat,  and  the 
prisoners  rescued.     Claverhouse  and   his 
men  fled  and  were  pursued  a  milo  or  two. 

In  the  engagement  and  pursuit,  there 
were  about  twenty,  some  say  forty  of  the 
soldiers  kiUed,  and  Claverhouse  himself  was 
in  great  hazard,  had  bis  horse  shot  under 
him,  and  very  narrowly  escaped.  Several 
of  the  other  officers  were  wounded,  and 
some  of  the  soldiers  taken '^T^aK^xivcv'^^^^Dk 
having  ^aanned,  tViey  dASQnsK^  'sn8(yi^'<QX 
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*  house  to  put  them  in.  All  this  was 
done  with  very  inconsiderable  loss  on  the 
country  men*s  side.  Some  accounts  before 
me  say,  only  one  man,  John  Morton,  was 
killed ;  others  say,  two  or  three,  and  some 
few  wounded.  Some  of  them  died  in  a  few 
days,  as  Thomas  Weir,  and  WiUiam  Dan- 
ziel,  who  was  concerned  in  the  bishc^'s 
death.  Mr  Hamilton  in  this  action  discov- 
ered abundance  of  brayery  and  valour,  and 
from  this  day's  success,  he  reckoned  himself 
entitled  to  command  afterwards  wherever 
he  was,  though  he  had  no  experience  in 
military  affairs ;  and  some  reckoned  him  of 
a  passionate  and  positive  temper.  I  find 
some  papers  blame  him  for  one  of  the  sol- 
diers' being  killed  after  quarters  given ;  but 
how  far  this  is  true,  1  cannot  determine  ;* 
and  they  add,  that  after  this,  his  conduct, 
counsel,  and  courage  evidently  failed  him. 
Other  accounts  before  me  give  the  honour 
of  this  success  to  William  Cleland,  after- 
wards lieutenant-colonel  Cleland,  well 
known  for  his  piety  and  brayery,  at,  and 
since  the  revolution,  and  say,  he  made  the 
country  people,  upon  the  soldiers  present- 
ing their  pieces,  and  firing,  fall  flat  to  the 
ground,  so  that  they  quite  escaped  their 
shot  However  this  matter  stood,  Claver- 
house  and  his  men  were  totally  routed ;  and 
it  was  the  opinion  of  not  a  few,  that  if  the 
country  men  had  pushed  their  success,  fol- 
lowed their  chase,  and  gone  straight  to 
Glasgow  that  day,  they  might  easily  with 
such  as  would  have  joined  them  by  the 
road,  upon  the  notice  of  their  success,  have 
dislodged  the  soldiers  there,  and  very  soon 
made  a  great  appearance ;  but  they  did  not 
so,  and  in  a  few  hours  returned  to  the  meet- 
ing. (Some  accounts  before  mc  say,  they 
went  straight  to  Hamilton.)  Thus  the  for- 
ces at  Glasgow  had  the  alarm,  and  were 
prepared  to  receive  them  to-morrow,  as 
shall  be  noticed  in  its  place. 

When  they  returned,  and  had  consulted 
some  time  among  themselves,  what  to  do  in 
their  present  circumstances,  Mr  Hamilton 
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•  Hamilton  in  his   "  Letter  of  Self-vindica- 
tion," published  in  IGS4<,  seems  to  acknowledge 
thiM,  and  even  to  glory  in  it ;  for  says  he,  "  being 
called  to  command  thut  day,  I  gave  out  the  word 
iAst  no  ^tiarter  should  be  given  !  ^Ed, 


and  hit  party  came  to  a  resdatiim  to  con- 
tinue and  abide  together  in  arms.  The 
grounds  they  went  upon  were  many.  When 
things  were  at  this  pass,  it  appeared  abso- 
lutely necessary  they  should  stick  together; 
they  could  not  separate  without  evident 
hazard ;  they  knew  well  their  persecntoiV 
rage  would  be  sharpened  by  this  ruffle; 
and  if  when  they  were  merely  paasive,  and 
made  no  resistance,  they  and  others  used  to 
be  sought  for  at  their  dweUing  houses,  and 
in  their  wanderings  taken,  tortured,  and 
murdered,  or  at  least  banished;  what  might 
they  not  now  expect?  As  soon  as  ever 
they  separate,  the  soldiers  would  be  upon 
them  one  by  one,  and  destroy  them.  Upon 
these  reasons  they  resolved  to  abide  to- 
gether in  this  extremity,  till  they  saw  what 
turn  things  would  take.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning of  the  rising  which  ended  at  Both- 
welL 

It  is  not  worth  while  to  refute  the  sense- 
less blunders  of  the  writer  of  the  **  Caveat 
for  the  Whigs,'*  upon  this  skirmish  at  Drum- 
clog.  Every  line  almost  contains  a  mis- 
take. He  talks,  ''that  the  country  men 
upon  June  1st  rendevouaed  upon  Loudon- 
hill,  to  the  number  of  fourteen  or  fifteen 
hundred  men,  well  armed,  the  foot  com- 
manded by  one  Weir,  and  the  horse  by 
Balfour  and  Hackston,  murderers  of  the 
primate,  with  Hamilton  and  Patron."  I 
fancy  he  would  be  at  Paton  of  Meadow- 
head,  but  he  was  not  come  up  till  some 
days  after  Drumclog.  I  need  not  expose 
the  lies  in  every  word  of  this ;  it  is  just 
made  up  to  expose  the  country  people,  and 
extenuate  Claverhouse*s  shameflil  defeat 

Mr  Hamilton  and  those  with  him,  after 
their  success,  marched  that  night  to  Hamil- 
ton with  an  eye  to  the  city  of  Glasgow. 
Claverhousc,  when  after  his  narrow  escape 
got  to  that  city,  sufficiently  alarmed  my 
lord  Hoss,  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  of  the 
king's  army  there,  and,  to  be  sure,  did  not 
lessen  Mr  Hamilton's  numbers.  By  this 
means  the  soldiers  there  were  upon  their 
guard,  and  had  formed  barricadoes  and 
some  kind  of  shelter  for  themselves  at  the 
cross  and  other  places  in  that  open  and 
large  city,  before  the  country  people  could 
reach  it. 
\ .  \]\>OTi  Monday  3\»i(^  '2d,  Mr  Hamilton  and 
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0  party  mtrohed  from  Hamilton'  to  Olas- 
iw ;  the  BuooesB  they  had  the  day  before, 
te  numbers  joined  to  them  in  their  march 
•  Hamilton,  and  betwixt  Hamilton  and 
laiyow,  where  the  country  had  been 
anned  with  Mr  King's  being  taken,  and 
icouraged  by  ClaTerhouse's  flight,  had 
eTated  them  too  much.  They  would 
arce  hare  attempted  to  dislodge  the  regu- 
r  troops,  had  they  duly  considered  their 
umber,  the  skill  of  their  officers,  my  lord 
OSS,  major  White,  Claverhouse  and  others, 
id  the  care  they  would  take  to  put  them- 
ilves  in  the  best  posture  of  defence  the 
ace  would  allow ;  and  they  had  not  been 
Je,  but  formed  themselves  in  the  centre  of 
le  town,  and  covered  themselves  at  the 
ross  with  carts  laid  over  with  deals  and 
ther  things  at  hand,  the  best  way  they 
light;  behind  these  they  stood  and  re- 
eived  the  shot  of  the  country  men,  with- 
at  any  hazard  almost.  About  ten  of  the 
lock  the  country  men  came  to  Glasgow, 
ad  divided  themselves  into  two  bodies, 
lie  one,  under  command  of  Mr  Hamilton, 
ime  up  the  street  called  the  Oallowgate ; 
ad  here  their  leader  did  not  show  that  gal- 
intry  he  had  the  day  before  discovered, 
ad  some  question  if  ho  looked  the  soldiers 

1  the  face,  and  say  he  stepped  into  a  house 
t  the  Oallowgate  bridge  till  his  men  re- 
red  ;  the  other  party  came  in  at  the  head 
f  the  town,  by  the  wyndhead  and  college, 
lie  country  men  showed  abundance  of 
Mirage,  but  were  under  mighty  disadvan- 
igas ;  their  horses  were  of  no  use  to  them 
t  all;  they  were  perfectly  open  to  the  fire 
tm  the  dosses  and  houses,  as  well  as  that 
f  the  soldiers  who  lay  behind  the  rails  and 
irricadoes  covered  from  their  fire ;  yet  so 
risk  were  the  country  men  in  their  attack, 
laty  1  am  told,  several  of  the  soldiers  gave 
'ay,  and  some  of  their  officers  saw  good  to 
itire  behind  the  tolbooth  stair.  And  it  is 
ot  improbable  if  the  country  men  had  had 
BKoers  to  direct  and  lead  them,  they  might 
ave  chased  the  soldiers  out  of  their  nest 
»iit  after  six  or  eight  of  them  were  killed 
I  the  attack,  among  whom  I  find  Walter 
Person,  a  choice  and  pious  youth  in  Cam- 
Bsnethan  parish,  and  two  or  three  wound- 
I,  who  were  afterwards  taken,  the  country 
len  retired  in  order,  Ending  the  attempt  I 


too  warm  for  them,  and  drew  np  in 
two  bodies  a  little  fit>m  the  Oallow- 
gate port,  expecting  the  regular  forces  would 
venture  out  of  their  barricadoes,andgive  them 
fair  play  in  the  open  fields :  but  the  soldiers 
liked  their  entrenchment  very  well,  and 
were  not  fond  to  follow  them,  and  content 
to  lie  still  with  whole  skins.  I  am  told  in- 
deed a  few  were  sent  out  to  view  the  coun- 
try people^s  army,  but,  as  soon  as  they  dis- 
covered a  party  sent  to  meet  them,  they 
retired.  After  they  had  waited  some  time 
in  the  open  fields  without  any  appearance 
of  a  visit  from  the  soldiers,  Mr  Hamilton 
and  those  with  him  marched  back  again  to 
Hamilton,  where  they  formed  a  kind  of 
camp ;  the  people  not  being  unfriendly,  and 
the  duke  and  duchess  at  London,  they  took 
the  liberty  to  put  their  horses  into  their 
parks.  This  discomfiture  very  much  dis- 
heartened the  raw  and  unexperienced  sol- 
diers. It  was,  indeed,  a  rash  attempt,  and 
if  they  were  left  in  the  attack  by  their 
leader,  it  could  not  be  but  discouraging; 
but  the  numbers  from  all  quarters  who 
flocked  to  them,  soon  made  them  forget  this 
disappointment 

When  they  are  Curly  marched  ofi^,  the 
king's  forces  came  out  of  their  barricado. 
Oreat  was  the  inhumanity  of  the  soldiers 
to  the  dead  bodies  left  in  the  streets.  I  find 
some  papers  asserting  that  Claverhouse  and 
some  of  the  officers  gave  orders  that  none 
should  bury  them,  but  that  the  butchers' 
dogs  should  be  suffered  to  eat  them.  I  can 
scarce  prevail  with  myself  to  think  there 
were  any  such  orders  given ;  but  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  seven  dead  bodies  lay  upon  the 
street  from  eleven  of  the  clock  till  night 
came  on,  and  the  common  soldiers  would 
not  permit  them  to  be  carried  into  houses, 
yea,  actually  hindered  by  force  people  who 
were  going  about  this  act  of  humanity: 
yea,  which  further  discovers  their  naughty 
barbarity  when  in  the  evening  they  were 
taken  into  houses,  and  dressed  up  for  their 
burial,  the  soldiers  came  in  and  turned  tbo 
bodies  out  of  their  dead  clothes,  and  went 
off  with  the  linens.  And  when  a  kind  of 
connivance  was  given  to  bury  them,  none 
durst  appear  to  do  this  last  office  but  wo- 
men ;  yea,  when  these  -wct^  carr^^\Sa«wk 
up  the  street  tolliett\)\ma\-^A3M»  wm^hi^ 
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theonparaneled  radene^oftheto^ 
*  dien,  that  they  attacked  the  womeo, 
cat  the  mort-doths  with  their  sworda,  and 
forced  away  the  bier-trees  from  them.  Upon 
this  the  women  turned  off  some  of  their  own 
plaids,  folded  them  by  their  length,  and  pat 
them  under  the  cofBns,  and  went  on  with 
them,  till  the  merciless  soldiers,  after  they 
had  scattered  those  who  were  not  carrying, 
came  and  took  the  plaids  from  them,  and 
would  not  suffer  them  to  carry  the  coffins 
to  their  graves,  so  they  were  set  in  the 
alms-house  near  the  Iligh-cburcli,  and  I 
think  continued  there  till  Mr  Welsh  and 
some  of  their  friends  in  a  few  days  came 
and  buried  them,  as  shall  be  noticed  in  its 
own  room. 

SECT.  IT. 

Of  the  procedure  of  the  council,  and  mo- 
tions of  the  hinges  forces  until  the  duke  of 
Bucdeugh  and  Monmouth^  s  coming  down 
June  18M,  1679. 

I  SHAiii  in  this  section  essay  a  narratire  of 
the  procedure  of  the  managers  and  council 
at  Edinburgh,  upon  this  rising,  now  begun 
in  the  west,  from  the  registers,  and  take 
notice  of  the  orders  they  send  to  the  army, 
and  their  motions  in  prosecution  of  these 
as  fiur  as  the  hints  in  the  books  of  council 
lead  me. 

Very  early  June  Sd  the  council  meet  by 
advertisement  from  the  committee  for 
public  afiiiirs,  who  had  received  a  letter 
from  Claverhouse  to  the  major-general, 
giving  an  account  of  the  opposition  he  had 
met  with  at  Drumclog,  and  another  frx>m 
my  lord  Ross  acquainting  them  with  the 
attack  made  upon  Glasgow.  Inmiediately 
they  form  and  publish  the  proclamation 
against  the  rebels  in  arms  in  the  west, 
which  I  have  insert*    The  first  accounts 


^  Proclamation  against  rebels  in  arms  in  the  west, 
June  3rd,  1679. 

Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  kinff  of  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith :  to  all  and  sundry  our  good  sulijeets,  greet- 
ing. Whereas  by  the  dear  and  express  laws  and 
acts  of  parliament  of  this  kingdom,  It  is  declared 
to  be  high  treason,  for  the  subjects  of  the  same, 
or  any  number  of  them,  more  or  less,  upon  any 
ground  or  pretext  whatsoever,  to  rise,  or  oon- 


of  matters  <^  thia  Datura  are  not  TCttidDy  tlis 
best^  and  it  is  the  lame  post  brings  the  aor- 
eat  news:  accordingly  we  ahall  find,  m 
running  through  thia  paper,  miatakca  ia 


tinue  in  aims,  without  our  tpacial  attthoritjand 
approbation :  yet  nererthelesB^  a  party  of  disloyal 
persons,  disaffected  to  our  goTerameut  and  laws, 
who  have  formerly  tasted  of  our  nyyal  booity 
and  demency,  whereunto  they  owe  their  liyei 
and  fortunes,  having  forfeited  the  tame  by  their 
former  rebelliotts  practices,  under  the  cUak  sf 
rriigioD,  the  ordinary  colour  and  pretext  of  re- 
bellion, have  risen  in  arms,  in  great  numberii 
and  upon  the  twenty-ninth  of  Buy,  came  to  the 
town  of  Rutherglen,  head  burgh  of  the  ahln^ 
where  they  proclaimed  their  rebdlions  covenant, 
and  burned  our  acts  of  parliament,  and  at  Lou- 
don-bill,  upon  the  first  of  June  instant,  they  did 
actually  oppose,  and  fight  our  standinc  foroei^ 
and  thereafter  did  pursue  them  to,  and  assault 
them  within  the  city  of  Glasgow,  and  havt 
seised  upon  the  persons  of  divers  of  oar  md 
subjects,  plundered  and  robbed  them  of  thdr 
horses,  arms,  and  other  goods,  and  have  dons 
and  cd^mitted  many  othor  outrages,  and  tnap 
sonable  deeds  and  attempts,  against  our  author- 
ity, and  against,  and  upon  our  loyal  subjects: 
and  we,  cmt  of  our  royal  tendemesa,  for  the 
peace  and  ouietness  of  this  our  ancient  kingdoa, 
Deing  carenil  to  repress  the  said  rebellion,  and 
that  simple  and  unwary  people  be  not  enanarad 
by  the  said  rebels,  and  thair  emissaries^  and  in- 
volved in  their  rebdlion,  and  to  take  off  all  pre- 
tence of  ignorance,  or  excuse,  do  therefbre,  with 
advice  of  the  lords  of  our  privy  council,  dedare 
the  said  insurrection  to  be  an  open,  manifest, 
and  horrid  rebellion,  and  high  treason,  and  that 
the  authors  and  actors  in  the  same,  and  thdr 
adherents,  are,  and  ought  to  be  pursued,  aa  pro- 
fessed and  declared  traitors  to  us ;  and  do  here- 
by command  and  charge  all  persons  'who  are  la 
arms,  against,  or  without  our  warrant  and  aah 
thorlty,  to  desist  from  their  rebellioD,  and  to  lay 
down  their  arms,  and  to  render  and  present 
their  persons  to  the  earl  of  Linlithgow  our  aaa- 
jor-general,  and  commander-in-chief  of  oar 
forces,  or  some  other  of  our  officers,  or  maais- 
trates,  within  twenty-four  hours,  after  publSea- 
tion  hereof,  with  certification  to  them,  if  they 
continue  in  rebellion  after  the  said  time,  they 
shall  be  holden,  and  proceeded  asainst  as  incor- 
rigible and  desperate  traitors,  and  that  theyshall 
be  incapable  of^mercv  and  pardon:  and  we  do 
hereby  prohibit  and  discharge  any  person  or  per- 
sons to  aid,  abet,  assist,  hairbour,  reset,  or  any 
ways  supply  the  said  rebels,  or  any  of  them,  un- 
der the  pain  of  treason ;  and  that  they  do  not 
keep  correspondence,  or  commune  with  them, 
witnout  warrant  of  our  said  mi^or-general,  un- 
der the  pain  foresaid.  And  we  do  expoct  in  this 
Juncture,  and  do  require  and  command  all  oar 
subjects  to  be  assisting  to  our  mi^or-general,  and 
our  forces  under  him;  and  bdng  required  by 
him,  or  others  having  authority,  to  that  effecti 
to  rise  in  arms  with  ul  their  power,  and  to  join 
and  concur  with  them,  for  suppresdns  the  said 
rebels,  under  the  pain  of  treason,  if  tney  r^uss 
or  disobey.  And  further,  we  do  stricUy  ei^j^ 
and  command  all  masters  of  families,  acritan^ 
and  other  landlords,  that  they  be  careful  and 
vigilant,  that  their  children,  servants,  domestic^ 
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ter  of  £ict.  We  haye  done  so  in  former 
an  of  this  nature,  and  ere  long  we  will 
t  with  more  of  them.  I  shall  make 
a  few  remarks  on  it 
he  foundation  of  all  that  follows,  is  what 
I  been  considered,  the  laws  declaring  it 
Km  for  any  subjects  to  rise  in  arms 
loat  the  king^s  authority.  It  is  added, 
the  people  now  up  in  arms  had  tasted 
le  king's  bounty  and  clemency,  which 
reader  may  judge  of  by  the  preceding 
iry.  If  harassings,  huntings,  fugitating, 
roommuning,  and  daily  searchings  and 
b  be  the  bounty  and  clemency  of  this 
id,  they  tasted  abundantly  of  them, 
doak  of  religion  is  made  the  ordinary 
est  of  rebellion,  which  does  not  at  all 
.  M  to  presbyterians,  how  fiir  soever  it 
be  true  of  papists :  the  religious  rights 
reformation  of  Scotland  was  indeed 
e  a  part  of  our  legal  constitution,  and  a 
1  many  of  the  public  appearances  point- 
A  here,  and  called  rebellion,  were  for 
u  It  is  not  worth  while  to  consider  the 
yar  the  council  do  to  the  little  burgh  of 
liarglen,  in  making  it  the  head  burgh  of 
dure,  for  the  sake  of  a  little  aggravation 
le  rising  there.  But,  that  the  persons 
•  came  there,  proclaimed  the  covenant, 
rhat  is  not  matter  of  fact.  We  have 
what  they  proclaimed,  and  indeed  it 
n  very  much  from  our  covenants, 
t  they  seized  upon  the  persons  of  divers 
10  king's  subjects,  plundered  and  robbed 
B  of  their  horses,  arms,  and  other  goods, 
kowise  a  misinformation,  unless  they 
Bistand  it  of  what  they  did  to  the  sol- 
1^  whom  they  took  in  their  flight :  nei- 


Jidr  tenanto,  and  others  under  their  power, 
H  bmk  out,  and  join  with  the  said  rebels ; 
Tylnf  them  if  they  be  found  negligent  in 
doty,  or  otberways  culpable  in  that  behalf, 
■ball  be  loolced  upon,  and  severely  punished, 
aaftcted  persons,  and  favouring  and  com- 
if  with  rebels.  And  hereby  we  give  war- 
■od  eommand  to  our  lyon  king  at  arms,  and 
irethren,  heralds,  macers,  pursuivants,  or 
iogtrs  at  arms,  to  pass  to  the  market-cross 
tdiaburgh,  and  other  places  needful,  and 
I  pDbli<^on  hereof;  and  that  these  presents 
Inted, that  nonepretend  ignorance.  Given 
r  onr  signet  at  Eidinbur^rh,  the  third  day  of 
I  1679^  and  of  our  reign  the  thirty-hrst 

Tua  Hat,  CI.  Seer,  ConcillL 
GOV  8A  VE  THE  KING. 
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ther  did  they  commit  any  outrages  _. 
against  the  king's  loyal  subjects. 

After  this  narrative,  the  reader  will  judge 
with  what  ground  that  insurrection  is  de- 
dared  to  be  **  an  open,  manifest,  and  horrid 
rebellion,**  and  that  all  the  authors,  actors 
and  adherents  are  to  be  pursued  as  pro- 
fessed traitors.  After  this  declaration, 
which  does  not  appear  to  me  any  great  en- 
couragement to  lay  down  their  arms,  all  are 
charged  to  desist  from  their  rebellion,  lay 
down  their  arms,  and  render  their  persons 
to  the  earl  of  Linlithgow,  or  any  other 
officer  or  magistrate  in  twenty-four  hours ; 
with  certification,  they  shall  be  proceeded 
against  as  desperate  and  incorrigible  traitors. 
For  my  share,  the  tenor  of  this  paper  looks 
as  if  designed  to  make  the  country  desper- 
ate. They  are  declared  professed  traitors, 
invited  to  come  in,  nidthout  any  promise  of 
pardon,  in  twenty-four  hours,  and  after  that 
they  are  to  be  treated  as  desperate  traitors, 
and  incapable  of  mercy.  What  could  this 
mean,  but  to  put  them  to  the  greatest 
heights  ?  All  are  discharged  to  harbour,  or 
supply  them,  or  correspond  with  them, 
without  warrant  of  the  earl  of  Linlithgow, 
and  required  to  join  with  the  army,  and  rise 
in  arms,  under  pain  of  treason  to  the  re- 
fusers. Masters  of  families,  heritors  and 
landlords  are  required  to  be  careful  lest  any 
of  their  children,  servants,  or  tenants  join 
the  rebels :  ^  Certifying  them,  if  found  neg- 
ligent, they  shall  be  looked  on  as  disaf- 
fected persons.**  This  clause  was  improven 
after  Bothwell,  with  a  witness,  by  the  sol- 
diers and  others. 

Unto  this  proclamation,  when  the  news 
of  multitudes  joining  Mr  Hamilton,  and  the 
people  now  in  arms  came  east,  the  council 
added  another  with  relation  to  the  militia, 
dated  June  5th,  which  is  likewise  inserted.* 


*  ProdamatioTh  June  &th  1679,  for  the  Miliiia*t 
being  in  readinesM. 
Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith:  to  macers 

of  our  privy  council,  or  mesiengers  at  arms,  our 
sheriffs  in  that  part,  conjunctly  and  severally, 
specially  constitute,  greeting.  Forasmuch  as, 
tnere  have  lately  appmred  in  arms,  and  are  now 
risen  in  manifest  rel>ellion,  in  some  western 
shires,  great  numbers  of  pet-ioua,  wbo  Yia:t«  VaA. 
the  boldness  to  fisht  and  oia^qm  out  itoxi^ti^ 
forces :  for  nursmng  and  dWpatVnf^  ol  ^\k\<^ 
rebels,  we»  with  adVlca  of  out  v^vj  wut^^nU 
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It  M  founded  upon  act  2d,  session 
Ist,  2d  parliament,  Charles  IL  and 
act  1st,  session  3rd.  All  the  outriggers 
of  the  militia,  and  officers  thereof,  are 
ordered  to  come  out,  and  keep  their 
diets  of  rendcYOuxes,  and  to  join  and  act 
with  the  standing  forces,  when  required 
by  the  privy  council  or  commander  in  chief, 
the  earl  of  Linlithgow,  under  the  certifica- 
tion of  being  fined  toties  guoties  for  ilk  day's 
absence,  as  the  act  specifies,  and  being 
looked  upon  as  favourers  and  compilers 
with  the  rebels,  and  pursued  and  punished 
accordingly.    The  fines   are  very  severe, 


hBvinff  issued  forth  sereml  orders  to  the  earl  of 
IJiilltn^w,  migor> general  and  commander  in 
chief  ot  our  forces,  and  to  the  militia  forces, 
horse  and  foot,  in  divers  shires,  to  concur  and 
Join  wltli  our  furccH,  aa  they  shall  be  ordered. 
And  whereas  by  the  second  act  of  the  first  ses- 
sion of  our  second  parliHment,  and  the  first  act 
of  the  third  session  of  that  tame  parliament,  we, 
and  our  ettatea,  liave,  for  the  greater  security  of 
the  public  peac^,  settled  a  militia  in  the  several 
•hires,  appointed  days  of  rendevouz,  and  deter- 
mined tne  penalties  of  absent  officers  and  sol- 
diers, in  time  of  peace  and  war ;  and  particu- 
larly the  outriekers  of  hone  and  foot,  are  liable 
in  six  pounds  Scots  for  the  absence  of  illc  horse- 
man, and  two  pounds  Scots  for  ilk  footman,  each 
day  of  the  rendevouz  in  time  of  peace,  and  the 
double  thei'eof  in  time  of  war;  and  the  officers 
of  the  militia,  to  be  liable  to,  and  forfeit  the  fines 
following,  viz.  a  mfgor,  and  a  captain  of  foot, 
and  a  lieutenant,  and  colonel  of  horse,  fifty 
pounds,  and  the  other  inferior  officers,  twenty- 
four  pounds,  for  ilk  day's  absence,  in  time  of 
war,  and  the  half  thereof  In  time  of  peace.  And 
albeit  we  doubt  not,  but  that  the  whole  officers 
and  soldiers  of  our  militia  will,  upon  this  occ»- 
sioo,  when  such  a  rebellious  rabble  do  presume 
to  appear  in  arms,  attack,  kill  and  invade  our 
forces,  cheerfully  witness  their  zeal  for  our  ser- 
vice and  their  own  security,  and  come  forth  and 
join  in  opposition  to  these  rebels,  as  they  shall 
receive  orders :  yet  we  have  thought  fit  hereby, 
in  pursuance  of  our  said  laws  and  acts  of  parlia- 
ment, to  intimate  and  make  known  to  the  whole 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia,  that  if  they, 
or  any  of  them  shall  refuse  to  come  out,  and 
keep  their  several  days  of  rendevouz,  and  join 
and  act  with  our  forces,  as  they  shall  be  reauir- 
ed  by  our  privy  council  or  commander  in  cnief, 
that  thev  shall  not  only  be  fined  in  the  particu- 
lar penalties  above  expressed,  widiout  favour  or 
defalcation ;  but  if  tney  shall  be  negligent  in 
their  duty  herein,  they  shall  be  looked  upon  as 
disaffected  persons,  and  favourers  and  compilers 
with  rebels,  and  pursued  and  punished  accord- 
Inely.      And  we  ordain  these  presents  to   be 

Sinnted,  and  published  at  the  market  cross  of 
'^inbargh,  and  other  places  needful.  Given 
under  our  signet  at  Edinburgh,  the  fifth  day  of 
iune  1679,  and  of  our  reign  the  thirty-first  year. 

Tiio.  Hay,  CI.  Seer.  Concilii. 
COD  SAVE  THE  KING. 


\  and  doubled  in  time  of  war ;  and  baeane 
matter  of  much  trouble  to  not  a  few,  after 
this  business  was  over.  I  have  no  acoMiati 
of  the  militia's  doing  any  great  thingi 
when  the  time  oi  action  came;  howcrer, 
this,  with  what  follows,  discovers  b(»lh  the 
fear  of  our  counsellors  and  their  care  ts 
provide  against  the  country  people  now  tt- 
gether.  Their  care  continues :  and  that  I 
may  give  all  the  prodamationa  at  this  time 
together ;  June  7th  all  the  heritors  and  free- 
holders are  called  to  attend  the  king's  host 
by  the  proclamation  I  have  added.*  The 
narrative  of  this  proclamation  shows  it  ww 


•  ProclanuUicrth,  catling  out  heritors  to  attend  ik 
king't  hott,  June  Itk,  1079. 
Forasmuch  aa  the  insurrection  in  the  western 
shires  is  grown  to  an  open  rebellloD,  and  that 
the  numwr  of  these  desperate  rebels  do  increase 
so,  tliat  all  his  mi^ty*s  loyal  sublects  In  their 
several  shires,  ouffht  timeously  to  look  to  their 
own  security,  and  pat  themselves  in  a  poeCun 
to  defend  the  king*s  authority,  and  to  OMOse  all 
attempts  of  desperate  and  wicked  rebels :  and 
albeit  nis  majesty's  privy  council  haveahesdy 
issued  forth  their  orders  for  drawing  forth  tlK 
militia  forces,  horse  and  foot,  in  aevend  ahires. 
and  appointed  particular  days  of  rendevoiu, 
and  upon  such  occasions  may  require  all  feocibk 
persons,  betwixt  sixty  and  sixtecoy  to  rise  for 
suppreAsing  of  these  rebels;  yet  at  this  time, 
they  have  thought  fit  only  to  call  out  and  re- 

Suire  the  regiments  of  tile  foot  militia,  in  the 
tiires  aftermentioned ;  and  all  heritors  and  free- 
holders, who  are  fencible  persons,  and  their  ser- 
vants and  followers,  to  come  cMt  upon  horse- 
back ;  and  for  this  cause,  to  forbear  to  re^aire  . 
the  militia  troops,  in  these  shires  underwnttco,  I 
at  this  time,  notwithstanding  of  the  orders  al-  ' 
ready  issued  forth,  in  so  far  as  coooems  the  hsrse  { 
militia  allenarly;  and  do  hereby  require  aod 
command  all  heritors  and  freeholders,  who  are 
fencible  persons,  with  so  many  of  thdr  servanti 
and  followers  as  they  can  bring  on  horseback 
with  arms,  within  the  shires  of  £dinbur|b, 
Linlithgow,  and  Peebles,  Haddington,  ftftiriin^ 
and  Clackmannan,  Berwick,  Roxburgh  and 
Si^kirk,  Fife,  Perth,  Forfar,  Kincardine  and 
Manhairs  part  of  Aberdeen,  Bamff  and  Errol't 
part  of  Aberdeen,  Rom,  Elgin,  Forres,  Nairn, 
and  this  side  of  Ness,  to  convene  at  the  plares 
and  times  aftermentioned,  and  to  receive  their 
orders,  and  to  be  ixider  the  command  of  the 
persons  underwritten,  viz.  Edinburgh  to  meet 
at  the  Links  of  Leith  upon  the  eleventh  day  of 
June  instant,  and  to  be  under  the  command  of 
the  lord  CoUington  ;  Linlithgow  and  Peebles  to 
meet  at  the  Links  of  Leith  the  eleventh  day  of 
June  instant,  and  to  be  under  the  command  of 
general  Dalziel ;  the  sbire  of  Haddington  to 
meet  at  Beinston  Muir  the  eleventh  day  of  Jose 
instant,  and  to  be  under  the  command  of  tlie 
viscount  of  Kingston ;  Stirling  and  Clackmaii> 
nan  to  meet  at  uie  town  of  Stirling,  and  from 
thence  to  march  to  the  Links  of  Leith  upon  the 
eleventh  day  of  June  instant,  and  to  be  under 
^  the  command  ol  x\ie  Voxd  Ei^ihluston ;  Berwick  ts 
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A  when  the  regular  forces,  coming 

4>WBrd8  Glasgow,  thought  good  to  re- 

since  it  represents,  that  the  insnrreo- 

I  the  western  shires  is  now  grown  to 
m  rebellion.  Upon  this  the  council, 
h  they  might  hare  required  all  be- 
sizty  and  sixteen  to  rise,  jet  at  this 
thej  only  call  out  the  regiments  of 
tot  militia  in  the  shires  mentioned  in 
■odamation,  and  require  the  heritors 
beholders  who  are  fendble  men,  with 
ay  of  their  servants  and  foUowers  as 
can  bring  out  upon  horse,  to  repair  to 
[daces  specified,    and   supersede   the 

miUtia.  The  whole  western  shires 
anitted,  and  those  named  are,  Edin- 
I,  linlithgow,  Peebles,  Haddington, 
Dg,  Clackmannan,  Berwick,  Roxburgh, 
Mkirk,  Fife,  Perth,  Forfiir,  Kincar- 
Minhall*s  part  of  Aberdeen,  Bamff, 
ImVB  part  of  Aberdeen,  Ross,  Elgin, 
It,  Nairn.  All  benorth  Forth  are  to 
h  immediately  after  their  rendevoui, 
irling4>ridge ;  and  all  besouth  Forth  to 
nks  of  Leith.  Full  power  is  granted 
lem  to  seize  all  disaffected  persons; 

II  case  of  resistance,  to  use  them  as  ene- 


•i  Fogo-muir  upon  the  ele\'eiith  dny  of 
Instant,  and  to  be  under  the  coniniand  of 
iri  of  ilume,  and  in  his  absence,  his  brother 
«■  Home ;  Roxburgh  and  Seikirlc  to  meet 
icram  Kridge  upon  the  sixteenth  duy  of 
Instant,  and  to  be  under  the  command  of 
ffd  Klibank,  and  the  laird  of  Stobs,  who 
» command  according  to  the  division  of  the 
a  troops ;  Fife  to  meet  at  Cupar  the  twelftli 
f  Jane  histant,  and  to  be  under  the  com- 

of  the  lord  NeWark ;  Perth  to  meet  at 
1  the  thirteenth  day  of  June  instant,  and 

under  the  command  of  the  marquis  of 
vne,  and  such  persons  under  him  as  he 
appoint;  Forfar  to  meet  at  Forfar  upon 
hirteenth  day  of  June  instant,  and  to  be 
r  tiM  command  of  the  earl  of  Southesk ; 
•nUne  and  Marshall's  part  of  Aberdeen  to 

at  Aberdeen  Links  upon  the  nineteenth 
f  June  instant,  and  to  be  under  the  com- 
1 4^  the  earl  of  Aboyn  ;  BamtT  and  Errol's 
9t  Aberdeen  to  meet  at  Turreff  upon  the 
senth  day  of  June  instant,  and  to  ho  under 
ommand  of  the  earl  of  Kintore;  Elgin, 
9S,  Nairn,  and  this  side  Ness,  tu  meet  ut 
»  upon  the  twentieth  day  of  June  instant, 
to  be  under  the  command  of  the  earl  «»f 
vy,  and  in  his  absence  the  lord  DufTus; 
to  meet  at  Chanry  the  twenty-third  dav  of 
Instant,  said  to  be  under  the  rommand  of 
iri  of  Soiforth ;  and  ordain  all  the  heritors 
kv^lders  of  the  shires  benorth  Forth,  to 
h  Immediately  after  the  renderiNiz  to  the 
t  of  SnirlSng,  mnd  mU  the  berilon  and  free- 


mics,  within  their  respective  boonds, 
especially  such  as  shall  be  suspected  to 
be  going  out  of  the  shire,  to  join  the  rebels. 
Heritors  who  come  not  out  with  their  beat 
horses  and  arms,  and  all  their  servants  and 
followers  they  can  bring  on  horseback, 
shall  be  liable  to  the  pains  and  penalties 
provided  by  acts  of  parliament,  against  such 
who  do  not  attend  the  king's  host,  or  de- 
sert the  same.  This  proclamation  was 
matter  of  very  grievous  fining  to  a  great 
many  gentlemen  and  others,  who  from  dif- 
ferent reasons  could  not  attend  the  king's 
host,  as  we  shall  afterwards  have  occasion 
to  remark  in  its  own  place.  I  shall  only  ob- 
serve further,  that  all  or  most  part  of  the 
officers  named  for  that  host  were  the  most 
violent  persecutors  of  presbyterians ;  and 
there  were  not  a  few  among  them  favourers 
of  popery,  and  some  professed  papists.  This 
was  plainly  contrary  to  law,  and  tlieir  own 
late  proclamation  this  very  year,  and  flowed 
from  the  strength  of  the  duke  of  York's 
party  in  counciL 

These  proclamations,  especially  this  last, 
of  June  7th,  were  very  biu^ensome  to  the 
country;  and  at  this  juncture  there  was  a 


holders  of  the  shires  on  the  south  side  of  Forth, 
to  march  after  the  rendevouz  to  the  Linlcs  of 
Leith,  there  to  continue  till  further  order :  with 
full  power  to  them  to  seize  upon  all  disaffected 
persons,  and  in  case  of  resistance,  to  use  them  as 
enemies,  within  their  respective  bounds,  or  sueh 
as  shall  be  suspected  to  be  going  out  of  the  shire 
to  tho  rebels ;  with  power  likewise  to  the  said 
commanders,  to  appoint  officers  under  them,  to 
command  in  the  several  divisions  of  the  shires 
above  mentioned ;  ordaining  hereby  the  respec- 
tive commanders  afores^d,  to  cause  public  pro- 
clamation and  intimation  to  be  made  hereof  to 
the  respective  shin*  under  their  command,  at 
the  several  places  already  appointed  for  the  first 
day's  rendevouz  of  the  militia,  that  the  said 
meetings  may  be  punctually  kept ;  certifvlng 
hereby  all  such  heritors,  and  others  foresaid,  as 
shall  not  come  out  upon  horseback  themselves 
with  their  best  horses  and  arms,  with  so  many 
of  their  servants  and  followers  as  they  can  bring 
out  upon  horseback,  they  shall  be  liable  to  the 

Kins  and  penalties  provided  by  the  acts  of  par- 
iment  against  such  as  do  not  attend  the  king's 
host,  or  desert  the  same,  and  looked  upon  as 
disaffected  persons,  and  favourers  and  com  pliers 
with  rebels,  and  pursued  and  punished  accord- 
ingly. And  ordain  these  presents  to  be  printed, 
and  published  at  the  market  cross  of  Edinburgh, 
and  other  places  foresaid,  that  none  pretend 
ignorance. 

Tho.  Hxt,  C\.  ^ct.  Co\w\\\\. 
G01>  SAVE  TV\F.  Y.\^G. 
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paper  writ  by  a  very  able  hand,  en- 
'  titled,  **  A  Letter  of  Advice  writ  by 
a  geDtleman  to  his  friend,  on  the  occasion  of 
his  going  out  to  wait  upon  the  army,  con- 
form to  the  proclamation,  June  7th,  1679.'* 
The  author  of  which  takes  notice  of  ano- 
ther proclamation  for  volunteers,  which  1 
have  not  seen,  whereby  he  says,  "  all  the 
papists  in  the  kingdom  are  armed,  and  call- 
ed out  to  the  fields ;  and  reckons  that,  and 
this  anent  heritors  to  be  among  the  greatest 
grievances.  He  complains  heavily,  that  af- 
ter so  large  a  taxation,  for  maintaining  a 
standing  army,  gentlemen  should  be  obliged 
to  come  out  themselves :  and  notices, 
that  east  Lothian,  Kincardine,  and  Mar- 
shall's part  of  Aberdeen,  were  under  popish 
commanders  named  by  the  council,  contrar 
ry  to  law,  and  their  own  late  proclamation. 
And  that  those  officers  had  the  power  of 
naming  inferior  officers."  He  takes  notice, 
"  that  the  presbyterians  were  forced  from 
their  meetings  in  houses  (permitted  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland)  to  the  fields,  and  then 
hunted,  apprehended,  imprisoned,  tortured, 
blocked  up  in  prison ;  and  some  of  them  lay 
there  many  years  who  never  had  been  at  a 
field  meeting ;  and  when  thus  forced  to  the 
hills,  they  were  given  out  as  designing  a 
rebellion,  and  then  pursued  by  armed  men 
as  traitors;  many  of  them  apprehended, 
some  wounded,  some  kiUed,  and  multitudes 
put  in  close  prisons,  others  tormented  and 
sold  as  slaves ;  and  women  most  barbarous- 
ly used,  stripped  naked,  their  clothes  taken 
away,  and  left  in  that  condition  in  the  open 
fields.  And  when  their  patient  bearing  of 
all  had  the  more  exasperated  their  persecu- 
tors, the  Highland  host  was  sent  among 
them,  whose  cruelties  and  horrid  abuses 
were  too  villanous  and  shameful  to  be 
named  by  any  Christian,  or  a  man  who 
must  own  himself  a  countryman  of  such 
who  committed  them,  or  of  those  by  whom 
they  were  authorised."  He  further  ob. 
serves,  ^  That  an  act  of  favour  by  the  king 
to  his  presb3rterian  subjects,  was  suppressed 
by  the  bishops,  and  instead  of  that  a  procla- 
mation emitted,  declaring  it  treason  to  have 
arms  at  field-meetings :  and  after  all  they 
had  met  with,  he  falls  in  with  the  earl  of 
Shaftsburjr's  remark,  that  it  was  a  greater 
wonder  tbejr  had  home  so  long,  than  that 


now  they  were  in  arms  for  their  own  de- 
fence. And  then  asks  his  firiend  some  very 
home  questions  as  to  his  joining  with  the 
king's  host,  though  there  be  a  prorJamatioa 
for  it,  contrary  to  law,  and  the  king^s  oorcK 
nation  oath,  as  well  as  opposite  to  the  king's 
own  declared  intentions  of  cJemenqr.** 
He  represents,  **  that  the  king  of  France 
never  imposed  officers  upon  his  nobiHty 
and  gentry,  and  exposes  the  council's  mak- 
ing very  mean  persons,  never  before  sol- 
diers, comets  of  troops,  wherein  the  caii 
of  Lothian,  earl  of  Dalhonsie,  visconnt  of 
Oxenford,  lords  Torphichen,  Bahnerinodi, 
&c.  ride  troopers,  and  where  the  dnke  of 
Bucdeugh  can,  according  to  the  prodama- 
tion,  pretend  no  higher  than  the  right  hand 
of  the  first  rank."  The  matter  is  snmmed 
up  in  short  ^  The  bishops  have  helped 
the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  and  therefore  the 
whole  nobility  and  gentry  in  the  kingdom 
must  serve  their  interests,  when  he  is  the 
king's  minion:  and  he. lays  it  down  as  a 
rule,  that  he  is  the  best  friend  to  his  kii^, 
that  is,  the  best  friend  to  his  country,  and 
laws  and  liberties  thereof;  and  shows,  that 
as  the  prelates  of  England  had  of  late  cait 
the  balance  in  parliament  against  the  ex- 
clusion of  a  papist,  and  in  behalf  of  the  im- 
peached lords;  so  in  Scotland,  since  their 
being  set  up,  they  had  been  the  great  pro- 
moters of  arbitrary  power  and  oppression : 
and  presb3rtery  must  of  necessity,  and  in 
its  very  nature,  be  the  greatest  bulwazk 
against  popery,  the  total  extirpation  of 
which  is  he  great  thing  every  honest  man 
should  be  set  upon."  These  heads  and 
several  others  are  very  handsomely  enlaiged 
upon,  and  this  letter  being  pretty  long,  and 
never  published  that  I  know  of,  and  writ^ 
as  I  have  ground  to  think,  by  a  masterly 
hand,  I  believe  it  will  be  acceptable  to  the 
reader  to  find  it  below.* 


Letter,  June  7M,  1679.  Advice  to  a  gentleman 
going  to  the  army. 
Opportunity  is  the  life  of  action*  wlthoat 
which  the  deepest  and  most  subtilly  devised 
counsels  prove  abortive.  Statesmen  know,  that 
for  all  designs,  which  otherwise  might  be  startled 
at,  there  is  no  opportunity  comparable  to  that  of 
sudden  emergents,  whether  happy  or  unhappy, 
if  they  appear  of  any  great  concern  :  for  mens 
spirits,  by  those  being  set  aloft,  and  so  rendered 
unwary  and  inadvertent,  fiur  pretexts  are  then 
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They  send  orders  to  tlie  militia,  compan. 
ies  of  horse  and  foot,  to  meet  at  the  times 

llkdj  to  take,  if  em;  because  at  such  times, 
men  haTe  not,  or  take  not  leisure  to  search  to  the 
bottom  of  thion,  or  to  consider  them  on  all 
sides,  and  soooraing  to  sU  their  present^nd  fu- 
ture Importance.  A  recent  instance  of  this,  are 
oeTeral  cranta  of  the  piirliaments,  both  of  Scot- 
land and  England,  to  his  present  majesty,  upon 
the  bappj  and  amazing  surprisal  of  nis  restora- 
tion, which  neither  he,  nor  Iting  Charles  I.,  nor 
yet  king  James  his  fifty  years*  peaceable  reign, 
though  all  assisted  with  rery  wise  and  politic 
counsellors  and  profound  devices,  could  ever  be 
able  to  work  out,  till  that  opportune  juncture 
had  made  way  for  them.  Of  which  I  shall 
onlr  say,  that  I  wish  they  may  prove  as  effec- 
tually wneficial  for  the  true  and  lasting  interest 
of  his  mj^esty  and  his  kingdoms,  as  I  am  l>ound 
In  charity  to  suppose  they  were  affectionately 
meant  for  the  good  of  botn.  To  apply  this  to 
our  present  commotions:  though  1  cannot  po- 
sitWelT  charge  those  who  are  at  the  helm,  of  any 
nndcroand  contrivance,  or  certainly  conclude  the 
same  from  the  outward  appearance  of  their  act- 
inga,  it  being  possible  that  such  important  sud- 
dentics,  as  have  now  fallen  out,  may  prompt 
them  to  over-reach  themselves  in  their  com- 
mands,  as  well  as  us  in  our,  mav  be  more  zealous 
and  forward,  than  well-advised  and  reallv  duti- 
ful obedience:  but,  as  long  ago  it  was  told  me, 
by  a  witness,  of  a  certain  great  nuin's  behaviour 
at  the  engagement,  anno  1648,  that  he  would 
not  say,  for  all  the  world,  that  he  had  betrayed 
them,  yet  he  could  justly  say,  that  if  he  had  got  | 
a  household  of  gold  to  betray  them,  he  could  ; 
have  done  no  more:  so  I  will  not  assert,  with  i 
the  church  or  state  nnatirs  of  this  time,  that  our  I 
counsellors  are  really  designing  to  introduce  | 
upon  us,  popenr  and  arbitrary  government,  and  I 
are  catditng  the  advantage  of  the  present  con- 
fusions in  prosecution  thereof;  but  in  reason  I 
may  say,  that  had  they  the  most  real  and  for- 
ward intention  of  so  doing,  they  could  hardly 
have  fallen  upon  more  likely  and  favourable 
courses,  for  that  end,  than  some  of  those  they 
are  taking. 

There  is  mudi  tallcing  of  a  popish  plot,  and  if 
there  be  such  a  desijgn  of  arbitrary  power,  it 
being  also  a  work  of^  darkness,  that  dares  not 
asaault  us  with  open  face,  and  meet  to  go  in 
bands  with  the  other,  I  may  call  it  another  plot, 
which  must  work  underbowrd  until  hell  be  pre- 
pared to  defend  it.  And  these  two  proclama- 
tioos,  the  one  for  volunteers,  whereby  all  the 
papista  in  the  kingdom  are  armed,  and  caUed  out 
to  the  fields;  and  the  other  charging,  under 
highest  pains,  the  whole  nobility,  gentry  and 
heritors  to  attend  the  army,  under  the  command 
of  oflioers  appointed  by  the  council,  are  like  two 
mines  wpmng  upon  the  chief  bastions  of  our 
liberties  and  religion,  and  we,  lilce  fools,  hear 
the  noise^  and  gaze  upon  the  smoke,  but  discern 
not,  nor  consider  what  it  hath  carried  away 
with  it.  For  my  own  part,  to  give  you  my 
judgment  fredy,  as  you  have  desired  it;  amongst 
all  the  grievances  which  we  have  been  complafn- 
Ing  so  much  of,  these  years  by  past,  there  are 
but  few,  that  either  better  deserve  the  name,  or 
are  Indeed  of  greater  weight  than  this ;  neither 
knew  1  any  one  step,  whereby  popery  and  arbi- 
trary power  have  had  occasion  of  making  swifter 
prsffSM  towards  their  §ett}ement  among»t  u% 


underwriter.  These  in  Haddington, 
Berwick,  Linlithgow,  Peebles,  and 


or  whereby  they  have  gained  more  ground  of 
us,  than  by  these  two  acts,  however  lightly 
regarded. 

By  the  constitution  of  our  government,  we 
are  not  only  ruled  by  laws,  but  also  by  customs, 
the  obliirati'on  whereof  is  many  times  equivali^nt 
to  that  of  our  most  positive  laws :  must  It  then 
be  a  custom,  and  consequently  a  law  amongst 
us,  that,  to  satisfy  the  humour  or  interest  of  a 
court  favourite,  we  may  be  liable  to  most  heovr 
burdenn,  and  taxes  upon  our  estates,  to  furnish 
him  with  power  to  oppress  and  crush  all  that 
will  dare  to  oppose  him  ?     And  notwithstand- 
ing that  we  bntow  such  lai  ge  jnTts  of  our  for- 
tunes for  the  muintenanre  of  soldiers  for  that 
end;  yet,  when   by  the  long  continuance  and 
extremity  of   those   oppresMions,    which   wore 
enough  to  make  even  the  soberest  and  wisest 
men  mad,  he  hath  forced  wars  and  disorders  of 
the  highest  nature  and  consequence.  It  may  be, 
designedly  too,  for  ought  that  Is  seen,  and  as  by 
no  small  politicians  Is  reasonably  alleged,  we 
nevertheless  must  be  obliged  also  to  come  out  in 
penion,  with  our  lives  in  our  hands,  and  serve  as 
soldiers  under  such  commanders,  as  the  council, 
being  mostly  his  creatures,  think  fit  to  appoint : 
wherein  these  things  are  noticeable,  which  gen- 
tlemen would  do  well  in  time  seriously  to  coi;- 
sider.  If  they  be  Indeed  content  that  they  go  into 
a  law,  lest  afterward  they  repent  too  late.     That 
when  we  have  granted  never  so  large  taxations 
for  paying  of  soldiers,  the  council,  without  a 
parliament,  or  our  own  consents,  may  never- 
theless command  us  to  serve  08  soldiers  ourselves, 
though  it  were  but  to  uphold  some  particular 
Interests  amongst  us,  which,  thus  circumstan- 
tiate, will  be  found  to  be  somewhat  more  than 
what  either  our  old  custom  of  waiting  upon  the 
king  and  his  host  with  forty  days*  ]>rovision,  or 
yet  the  la     offer  of  our  parliament  of  all  betwixt 
sixty  and  sixteen,  do  Import,     lliat  they  may 
impose  commanders  upon  us,  without  or  con- 
trary to  our  choice  or  consent,  whom  if  we  offer 
to  reclaim,  we  mav  be  obliged  upon  our  alle- 
giance, to  obey,  as  I  hear  they  have  done  in  the 
case  of  the  gentlemen  of  Kast- Lothian.    That 
they  may  so  oblige  us  to  serve  under  popish 
commanders,  as  they  have    done  with   Last- 
Lothian,   Kincardine,  and   Marshall's  port  of 
Abo'deen,  even  though  there  are  so  many  stand- 
ing aeU  of  parliament  against  them,  and  albeit 
by  a  late  proclamation  they  are  all  prohibited 
the  wearing  of  arms.     That  those  commanders 
thus  forced  upon  us,  shall  have  the  power  of 
nominating  their  own  ofiicera.     And  that,  to  all 
this  slavery  we  may  be  subjected,  without  any 
foreign    invasion,   for  the  destruction  of  our 
fathers,  children,  brethren  and  kinsmen,  per- 
haps for  no  other  crime,  than  their  standing  to 
the  just  defence  of  their  and  our  liberties,  against 
the  incroachmenta  of  some  court  parasites,  or 
whatever  else  It  be,  that  yet  his  mi^esty's  wiU 
being  pretended,  or  at  whatsoever  rate  procure<). 
It  must  be  presumption  in   us,  or  somewhat 
worse  to  inquire  further  into  the  cause.     And 
after  all  this,  what  is  ours  ?  and  what  privilege 
Is  there  that  we  can  lay  claim  to?    Ir  we  will 
not  think  upon  these  things,  when  represented 
to  us,  nor  lay  to  heart  our  great  concernment  in 
them;  itmaybc  8ald,w\ihou\wTot\%\\i!tx»,^^ax 
we  desenre  no  \eia  than  ia\  V3ha  Avctr*  wA 
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Stirling^  Monday  next  the  9th  instant 
Those  of  Fife  upon  the  10th.    Angua 


miiery,  that  bv  such  preparatives  are  desired 
for  us.  Are  all  the  nobility  and  gentry  of  bcot- 
Uod  content  to  settle  this  yoke  upon  us  and  oar 
posterity?  Must  we  be  the  degenerate  sueces- 
sion  of  so  noble  and  worthy  progenitors,  by 
yielding,  without  a  testimony,  those  liberties, 
which,  with  such  pains  and  care,  they  retained 
through  a  tract  of  so  many  ages,  and  transmitted 
entire  into  our  hands?  Were  we  born  to  be  the 
betrayen  or  sellers  of  our  own  and  our  succes- 
son'  birth-rights?  and  so  to  be  marked  as  the 
perpetual  shune  and  opprobry  of  the  hbtory  of 
our  nation,  unto  the  enci  of  the  world? 

As  our  readiness  to  serve  our  kings,  to  obev 
their  Just  laws,  and  to  defend  their  persons  with 
our  lives  and  fortunes,  hath  long  time  been  no 
small  part  of  the  glory  of  our  nation  ;  so  hath 
no  less  been  the  native  courage,  and  resolute 
boldness  of  our  ancestors  in  resisting,  and  oppos- 
ing to  their  face,  such  flatterers,  as,  preying 
upon  the  goodness  of  their  prince,  have  at  an^' 
time,  by  misrepresentations  of  persons  and  af- 
fairs, endeavoured  to  abuse  his  authority,  by 
forcing  or  insinuating  upon  his  faithful  subjects, 
customs  different  from,  or  contrary  to  their  set- 
tled laws,  or  derogatory  to  the  honour,  and  op- 
i>4'site  to  the  true  interest  of  king  and  kingdom. 
The  cabal,  who,  it  seems,  knew  well  enough 
that  their  counsels  would  never  be  proof  either 
of  law  or  reason,  and  so  behoved  only  to  be  pro- 
pagated by  authority  and  force,  had  good  reason 
to  obtrude  upon  the  late  parliament  of  England, 
that  test,  whereby  they  were  to  declare  upon 
oath,  that  it  was  unlawful  to  resist  with  arms, 
any  person  acting  bv  the  king's  authority,  which 
they,  seetnff  the  project,  and  foreseeing  the  event, 
found  no  less  reasonable,  for  the  good  both  of 
king  and  country,  unanimously  to  reject.  For 
to  say,  that  no  man  acting  bv  the  king's  autho- 
rity ought  to  be  resisted,  is  all  one  as  to  sav,  that 
it  is  impossible  that  kings  can  be  abused;  and 
all  one  as  to  say,  that  if  a  wicked  minister  de- 
sign the  ruin  buth  of  king  and  kingdom,  under 
C(Mour  and  pretext  of  authority,  it  is  unlawful  to 
hinder  him,  though  it  were  in  our  power.  If 
Haman's  plot  had  taken  effect  before  Esther's 
access  to  the  king,  who  will  judp  it  to  have 
been  a  crime,  though  the  Jews  had  stood  to 
their  own  defence,  until  such  time,  as  his  treach- 
ery, their  innocence,  and  the  king's  damage  had 
been  represented  ?  though  God  in  his  marcy  and 
justice  provided  a  better  outgate  for  them,  and  a 
wone  end  for  him;  a  dreadful  example,  and 
which  ought  to  strike  with  horror  all  abusers  of 
their  king's  favour  and  authority,  lie  deserveth 
that  a  tyrant  should  reign  over  him,  and  is  not 
worthy  of  the  protection  of  a  lawful  prince,  that 
will  not  cheerfully  hazard  his  life  and  fortune 
for  the  defence  of  his  person,  honour,  and  just 
laws.  But  what  if  the  king's  name  be  made  use 
of,  to  acts  manifestly  contrary  to  his  interest  in 
all  these,  and  which,  it  mav  be,  every  reasonable 
man,  and  loyal  subject  is  bound  in  duty  to  be- 
lieve, his  majesty  would  abhor,  if  impartially 
consulUki  in  them?  If  this  be  not  impossible,  I 
hope  our  next  parliament  will  we  to  it,  and  con- 
aider  what  the  former  hath  done ;  and  till  then, 
before  you  engage  yourself  too^  deep  in  the  cause, 
you  have  good  reason  to  examine,  both  what  are 
the  true  causes  of  these  poor  people's  appearing 
In  Mrmit,  and  what  they  would  be  at;  and  If  they 


upon  the  1 1th.    That  all  have  ten  days'  pro- 
yigion  with  them ;  and  the  militia  troop  d 


be  oppressed  contrary  to  justice,  or  demand  not 
unreasonable  thinss,  you  would  think,  mrbat  may 
become  of  you  and  us  all  when  they  arc  broken, 
'lliey  say,  the  devil  should  have  his  due ;  and 
to  deal  no  worse  with  the  presbyteriana,  tboo^ 
they  were  as  bad  as  he,  I  muMt  con  fern,  that 
never  a  people  on  earth  were  dealt  more  hardly, 
or  more  •unreasonably  with  than  they.  They 
stand  upon  a  scruple  of  conscience  that  they 
must  have  no  meddling  with  the  bishops,  and 
that  both  by  scripture,  and  their  solemn  oath  to 
Gud,  which  they  think  no  man  can  dispense  with, 
together  with  an  opinion  of  more  aenaible  bencfU 
to  their  souls,  they  are  bound  to  hear  none  other 
than  those  of  their  own  way ;  which  being  granted 
them,  as  it  was  once  the  utmost  of  their  aim,  so, 
no  doubt,  would  have,  as  absolutely  secured 
them  to  peace,  and  obedience  to  magiatratcs,  as 
any  other  subjettts  whatsoever:  but  this  not 
being  allowed  them,  they,  for  avoiding  public 
offence  and  the  reach  of  the  law,  aasemblra  them* 
selves  privately  in  houses  for  hearing  their 
preachers;  which,  albeit  the  same  be  done  open- 
ly, and  without  either  challenge  or  puniahmoit, 
in  England  and  Ireland,  yet  here  was  looked 
upon,  as  so  notorious  a  crime,  that  strict  and 
most  severe  xcts  were  immediat^v  issued  forth, 
and  tlie  poor  people  hunted  from  nouae  to  bouse, 
apprehended,  imprisoned,  some  in  close  inrisontk 
some  tortured  for  procuring  oonfesslona  firom 
them,  some  weak  or  sickly  persons  blocked  up, 
till  they  died  in  prison,  othen  fined  In  great 
sums  of  money,  some  whereof  paid  again  and 
again,  to  the  great  diminishing  of  their  fcHrtuncSb 
and  detriment  of  their  posterity,  othen  not  pay- 
ing were  kept  still  in  prison,  some  whereof  nave 
been  prisoners  many  yeare  by  past,  and  areyet 
s<»,  wno  never  saw  a  field-conventicle.  Taos 
they  were  constrained  to  betake  themselves  to 
the  hills  and  deserts  in  the  fields,  fur  diannlng 
of  these  severities,  for  which  they  were  more 
cried  out  upon  tiian  ever,  as  persons  not  only 
disobedient  to  the  king's  laws,  but  designing  a 
rebellion  against  his  )H*rson  and  authority  by 
these  field-meetings.  Thev,  lilce  so  many  Ro- 
man vindicators  of  their  liberties  and  nghis, 
knew  that  desperate  diseases  required  dcspoate 
remedies,  and  therefore  thought  no  hazard  too 
great  for  them  to  undergo,  for  prerenUng  the 
bondage  threatened  against  them  and  their  pos- 
terity; while  we,  like  so  many  asses,  crouch 
under  the  burden.  He  must  see  to  his  freedom, 
he  to  his  life,  he  to  his  fortune :  and  though  our 
endeavoura  in  those  methods  befool  oa  never  so 
often,  yet  we  will  sit  still  and  see  the  public  in- 
terest sink,  rather  than  think  of  anotner  way. 
If  our  wounds  will  not  cure  without  pain,  we 
will  let  them  rot  upon  us.  But  behold  the  end 
of  this  sure  dealing,  of  thb  thin-skinned  and 
effeminate  tenderness.  Fie  upon  it !  it  looks  as 
if  this  generation  were  made  for  no  other  end  but 
to  be  trampled  upon,  then  destroyed,  and  well  to 
deserve  both.  Lpon  this  head,  the  then  armless 
multitude  was  pursued  from  hill  to  hill,  as  to 
many  traitors;  armed  men  sent  against  thein, 
by  whom  many  of  them  were  apprehoided, 
some  wounded,  some  killed,  some  imprisoned  in 
close  prisons,  some  tormented,  some  sold  as 
slaves  to  foreign  plantations,  though,  by  the  prs- 
vidence  of  God,  delivered  in  a  strange  way,  to 
the  hhn\tve  of  iW\t  eu«m\^«.     Some  of  their 
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Ediubuif^h    to-morrow  on    the   Links  of 
Leith,  and  the  foot  on  the  5th  instant.    At 


women,  both  old  and  youns,  vaoat  barbaroiitily 
uHed,  bfing  stripped  naked  by  the  rude  Holdiers, 
their  clothes  carried  away,  aiid  thev  left  la  that 
destitute  condition  in  the  open  fielda.  And  oh 
if  all  this  their  patient  suffering,  had  serred  for 
no  other  end,  but  to  incense  their  adversaries' 
fury  and  implacable  malice  the  more  against 
them,  as  a  more  eminent  proof  of  their  despite 
at  them,  they  raised  a  great  army,  with  a  sump- 
tuous train  of  ammunition  and  artillery,  to  fight 
against  the  very  wind  of  the  west  country,  as 
carrying  alongst  with  it  an  infectious  piesby- 
terian  air,  whereby  other  places  might  be  endan- 
gered ;  for  the  poor  people  in  the  meanwhile 
were  all  sitting  peaceably  in  their  houses.  This 
their  host  mainly  consisted  of  barbarous  High- 
landers, by  whom,  like  as  many  savages,  cruel- 
ties, oppressions,  plunders,  and  (ithirr  horrid 
abuses  were  exercised  upon  them,  too  great,  vil- 
lauous,  and  shameful  to  be  named,  by  any  man 
who  owns  himself  a  countryman  of  those  who 
committed  them,  or  of  those  state  in  in  inters  by 
whom  they  were  authorized.  In  the  meantime, 
by  an  act  of  non-addresses,  and  another  of  inter- 
communing,  whereby  it  is  unlawful  for  the  son 
to  give  a  bit  of  bread,  or  to  sneak  to  hiit  father, 
or  the  wife  to  her  husband,  tnuugh  Iving  starv- 
ing at  their  doors,  all  access  by  supnlication,  or 
otherwise,  either  by  themselves  or  their  friendH, 
being  cut  off  from  them,  either  to  his  mai<>Mty  or 
his  council ;  and  whatever  acts  of  grace  his  nia- 
jei^y  was  pleased  to  send  in  their  favours,  the 
same  being  either  so  minced  and  cloggi'd,  or 
wholly  suppressed  by  the  means  and  ]K)wer  of 
the  bishopa  in  the  council,  that  they  were  alto- 
gether deprived  of  the  benefit  thereof,  as  was 
done  wito  a  late  order  from  his  majesty,  for 
liberty  to  them  to  preach  in  houses:  and  after 
all  this,  a  proclamation  being  emitted,  whereby 
it  is  declared  treason  for  them  to  be  found  at 
those  meetings  with  any  arms,  and  the  standing 
forces  having  received  orders  of  fire  und  sword 
against  all  that  should  withstand  them  ;  which 
b^ing  put  in  execution  by  captain  Graham  of 
Claverhouse,  to  the  effusion  of  much  blood,  and 
the  same  measure  bein^  declaredly  appointed  for 
the  whole  remainder  ot  that  party ;  let  any  sober 
and  disinterested  man  judge^  if,  with  that  wise 
and  honourable  counsellor  the  earl  ot*  Sbaftxbury, 
it  may  not  rather  be  thought  a  miraculous  worlc 
of  God,  that  theae  people,  having  the  hearts  of 
men  in  them,  should  have  sitten  and  suffered  so 
much  and  so  long;  than  be  thought  strange, 
that  now  at  length  they  appear  in  arms  for  their 
own  defence  from  such  utter  and  imminent 
ruin ;  or  yet  strange,  that  such  numbers  should 
flo'w  in  to  them  at  such  a  nick  of  time,  when 
both  those  of  our  own  nobility  and  gentry,  who 
have  ao  much  endeavoured  to  represent  to,  and 
convince  his  majesty  of  our  grievances,  have,  by 
the  forgeries  and  insinuations  of  evil  counsellors, 
been  so  often,  and  yet  are,  not  only  totally  frus- 
trated, but  slightingly  and  misre^jardfullv  treat- 
ed, as  persons  opposite  to  his  majesty's  interest 
and  designs:  and  also  by  proroguing  of  the 
Cnglish  parliament,  men  s  hopes  of  help  and 
aafety,  eiuier  for  liberty  or  religion,  s«>  univer- 
sally fail  them,  and  the  succession  of  the  cruwii, 
as  well  here  as  there,  is  so  likelv  to  be  devolved 
upon  a  known  and  avowed  pojust. 
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their  afternoon's  sederunt,  they  send 

a  letter  to  Lauderdale,  together  with       '^' 

Are  you  willing,  then,  to  bestow  your  assis- 
tance, for  completing  the  sum  of  all  these  op- 
pressions ?     Or  do  you  think  that  your  loyalty 
eugageth  you  so  to  do  ?     Yet  before  you  go,  I 
would  have  you  answer  me  seriously  these  two 
or  three  questions.     Are  you  sure  that  your 
loytdty  would  fortify  you  to  suffer  patiently  all 
those  things,  if  the  burden  were  on   your  own 
shoulders  ?     Have  ail  these  arguments,  that  you 
are  so   well  furnished  with,    against    implicit 
faith  to  churchmen  in  church  affairs,  no  propor- 
tionate weight  at  all  againnt  implicit  taith  to 
statesmen  in  state  affairs  ?     Or  can  you  not  say 
that  the  streams  are  muddy,  unless  you  conclude 
the  fountain  to  be  so  also?     Who  had  greater 
respect  to  the  king's  honour,  interest,  and  laws, 
those,  that  without  the  conditions  required  by 
the  law,  in  obedieiire  to  the  act  of  council,  found 
Ciiution  of  lawborrows  for  his  majesty's  safety? 
or  they,  who  in  obedience  to  law,  reason,  con- 
science, and  their  allegiance  to  their  prince,  did 
altogether  refuse  it,  both  as  a  thing  wherein  the 
law  could  not  be  answered,  and   which   they 
found  exceeding  derogatory  to  his  m^iet^ty's  hon- 
our,  dignity,   nnd  sovereign  auihority,    which 
our  allegiance  obligeth  us,  '  with  our  lives  and 
fortunes,  to  the  uttermost  of  our  power,  con- 
stantly and  faithfully  to  maintain,  defend  and 
advance  against  all  and   whatsoever    persons, 
power,  or  estates,  who  nhall  presume  in  any 
ivays  to  prejudge,  hurt,  or  impair  the  same?' 
James   VI.    parliament   I8th,  chapter  IsL     In 
which,  by  the  way,  it  is  worth  the  noticing  how 
miserably  those  patrons  of  supremacy,    those 
champions  of  the  arbitrary  letter  law  overreached 
and  taltered  themselves,  liy  this  their  notable 
legal  invention  for  supolying  the  room,  and  sav- 
ing the  credit  (»f  their  illegal  bond,  in  that,  while 
they  are  contfuding  so  much  to  exalt  the  king 
above  the  law,  they,  in  the  meanwhile,  not  only 
make  him  a  supplicant  and  demeaiier  of  himself 
to  the  law,  but  subject  him  to  so  mean  and  hum- 
ble a  degree  of  necessity  of  supplicating,  a  de- 
gree iio  far  unsuitable  to  a  supreme  governor 
over  all  pei*soii8,  and  in  all  causes,  that  not  only 
he  is  tlie  first  of  all  kings,  that  ever  was  madct 
by  his  own  counsellors,  to  vtoop  so  low,  and 
like  to  be  the  last;  but,  even  amongst  his  own 
subjects,  there  are  many  thousands,  that  would 
think  it  very  far  below  them  to  lawborrows  of 
such  as  his  mi^esty,  at  least  his  council  declareth 
him  ready  to  take  by  that  act,  yea,  who  have  so 
much  honour  to  maintain,  as  would  make  them 
disdain  tlie  very  tiiought  of  such  a  practice.  We 
may  judge  then  what  a  shift  our  council  hath 
been  put  to  for  a  colour  of  law  to  their  actings, 
when  they  behove<l  to  make  this  their  choice. 
Now  this  was  a  proclamatiun  and  act  of  council, 
yet  how  contradictory,  both  to  the  true  honour 
and  interest  of  the  kincr's  majesty,  and  to  those 
fundamental  standing  laws,  whereby  our  whole 
representatives  have  unanimously  bound  them- 
selves and  us,  and  their  and  our  successors  to 
the  perpetual  and  unalterable  maintenance  of 
both,  is  evident  to  all  that  will  not  wilfully 
shut  their  eyes.     Is  it  for  us  then,  to  take  upon 
trust  our  king's  mind,  honour,  or  interest  from 
snrh  lawgivers  ?     Or  if  we  do,   may  we  not 
afterward  be  found  as  culuabk  iu  ob«>|U%«  v>a 
they  in  commanding.    \i  uvVa  v^''^^^^  ^^^^  '^*"^" 
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ClaTerhouse,  and  my  lord  Rom  their 
letters,  which  1  have  insert,  f  that 


•Ider  but  these  beads  of  tbe  oath  of  coronation, 
wherewith,  and  whereupon  our  kings  receive 
the  crown  of  this  kingdom,  *  that  they  shall  rule 
the  people  oomroltted  to  their  charge,  accordinc 
to  the  honourable  laws  and  constitutions  received 
in  this  realm «  that  they  shall  procure  to  the 
uttermost  of  tneir  power,  to  the  kirk  of  God, 
and  haiil  christian  people,  true  and  perfect  peace 
In  all  time  coming ;  that  they  shall  forbia  and 
repress,  in  all  estates  and  degrees,  reist,  oppres- 
sion and  all  kind  of  wrong ;  that  in  all  judg- 
ments,  they  shall  command  and  procure,  that 
justice  and  equity  be  kept  to  all  creatures  with- 
out exception,  as  the  Lord  and  Father  of  all 
mercies  be  merciful  to  them.'  James  VI.  pari.  1, 
cap.  8.  Think  then  how  deep  it  may  draw  upon 
their  score,  not  only  before  God,  but  before  num, 
who  presume  to  take  upon  them  to  advise  or 
persuade  his  maiesty  to  act,  or  to  act  themselves 
under  colour  of  nis  authority,  thines  manifestly 
contrary  and  repugnant  to  this  solemn  oath  of 
God,  and  chief  fundamental  law  of  our  nation  ; 
and  of  what  fatal  consequence  it  may  afterwards 
prove,  not  only  to  them,  but  also  to  their  abet- 
tors, aiders,  encouragers  in  such  wicked  unlaw- 
ful counsels  and  practices;  at  least,  if  ever 
2Jootland  be  so  happy  as  to  return  again  to,  the 
unbiassed  right  use  of  law,  reason  or  conscience; 
and  yet  more  especially,  when,  to  the  conviction 
of  all  men,  our  king  is  of  himself  so  naturally 
propense  and  inclinable  to  all  ways  of  justice 
and  clemency. 

It  is  known,  that  his  majesty,  at  his  restora- 
tion, declared  himself  resolved  not  to  alter  the 
TOvemment  of  the  church  then  established.  It 
IS  known,  that  of  late  also,  a  plenary  and  uni- 
versal indulgence  was  granted  by  him,  in  favours 
of  the  nonconformists.  These  are  the  native 
effects  of  our  king's  inclination,  goodness  and 
clemency,  by  either  of  which  all  these  Imminent 
mischiefs  might  have  been  prevented.  Who 
then  were  the  obstructors?  Ought  they  not 
now  rather  to  be  searched  for,  looked  upon,  and 
dealt  with  as  the  greatest  enemies  of  king,  people 
and  government,  than  assisted  in  the  prosecution 
of  such  pernicious  counsels  as  have  occasioned  so 
unhappy  and  so  unseasonable  a  breach  in  our 
peace  and  safety  ?  Shall  I  ever  believe  that  his 
miyesty,  who,  of  his  own  nature,  is  so  wise,  and 
so  just  a  pattern  of  civility  and  obligingness,  and 
who  ruleth  by  compact  betwixt  nlm  and  his 
lieges,  would  ever  nave  forced  commanders 
upon  the  nobility  and  gentry  ?  especially  at  a 
time,  when  It  appears,  he  needeth  so  much  their 
service,  and  they  are  so  willing  to  bc»tow  it 
When  the  French  king,  who  hath  no  other  law 
for  his  actings  but  his  own  will,  yet  doth  not  so 
much  as  propose  any  officer  to  the  gentry,  when 
he  calleth  tbem  forth,  but  remltteth  that  matter 
wholly  to  lot.  Can  It  be  supposed,  that  his 
majestv,  whose  life,  honour  and  kingdoms  are  so 
hunted  for,  by  plot  after  plot  of  Uiese  bloody 
emissaries  of  Satan,  the  papists,  the  greatest  and 
most  insolent  enemies  of  monarchy,  and  the 
most  incurable  plague  and  bane  of  aill  human 
society,  and  who  therefore  commanded  lately 
bis  proclamation  to  be  Issued  forth,  for  appre- 
hending or  banishing  many,  and  wholly  disarm- 
ing all  of  them  within  all  the  comers  of  the 
laod^  would  ever  not  only  have  restored  to  tbcm 


the  reader  may  haye  the  aoooiuits  sent  in 
by  the  army,  and  ohserre  the  plain  nri«- 


the  power  of  their  arms,  but  have  put  gnat 
numbers  of  his  faithful  and  honourable  protea- 
tant  subjects  under  some  of  their  oommands? 
Can  any  man  think  it  hit  majesty's  will,  that 
bailie  Baird's  son,  who  was  never  a  soldier, 
should  be  comet  of  a  troop  where  the  earl  sf 
Lothian,  earl  of  Dalhonsy,  viscount  of  Ozcnfiird, 
lord  Torphichen,  Balmerino,  Sec  are  to  rida  as 
troopers,  and  where  his  grace  the  duke  of  Bu6> 
cleugh,  when  he  arrives,  can,  aocordinr  to  tbe 
proclamation,  pretend  no  higher  than  the  right 
hand  of  the  first  rank?  And  since  we  have 
such  ground  to  doubt  of  these,  and  it  la  oo  well 
knovm,  that  his  majesty  did  not  of  himaelf  in- 
trude bishops  upon  us,  but  only,  by  the  selfish 
treachery  of  some  who  were  employed  to  secure 
us  from  them,  he  was  persuaded,  and  made  to 
believe,  that  that  govomment  would  beat  agree 
with  us:  who,  in  reason,  can,  or  ought  to 
imagine  that  it  proceedeth  from  his  majes^, 
that  his  sulnectsof  his  three  kingdoms  should  be 
engaged  in  blood,  wars  and  devastation  of  their 
fortunes,  whereby  they  may  be  rendered  a  prqr 
to  foreign  enemies  and  lurking  papiata,  and  uofit 
to  serve  his  majesty  in  a  more  necessary  cause, 
and  of  far  greater  concern  to  king  and  klDgdoms^ 
with  the  uncertainty  of  what  fivther  ruin  these 
evils  may  grow  to,  rather  than  part  now  with 
that  government  of  the  church,  when  he  sees 
how  far  he  hath  been  misinformed  concerning 
it?  His  majesty's,  both  mind  and  tmo  interest 
being  thus  cleared,  this  then,  in  plain  terms,  as 
a  consequence  clear  enough  of  itsdf,  must  be 
the  true  state  of  the  affair.  Duke  Lauderdale  Is 
obliged  to  the  bishops,  they  helped  wdl  to  u^ 
hold  him  when  he  was  tottering,  and  yet  hup 
him,  and  therefore  we  must  uphold  them,  though 
we  should  all  fall  in  the  quarrel.  Is  the  cause 
then  sufficient?  Can  you  take  your  life  in  your 
hand,  and  securely  rest  your  conscience  upon  it? 
Though  you  could,  are  you  sure  that  his  gain 
shall  be  yours?  And,  pray,  whether  was  it  in* 
terest  or  conscience,  that  made  that  statesman, 
when  he  was  last  amongst  us,  endeavour  so 
much  to  have  struck  in  with  the  preabyterian 
party,  those  rebels  against  the  king  and  govern- 
ment, when  he  saw  them  growing  so  fast,  and 
so  difficult  to  be  borne  down  ?  which  ^ijiisly  had 
taken  effect,  if  he  had  not  been  check^  in  the 
bridle  at  his  first  starting  aside,  and  so  behoved 
to  renew  his  engap:ements,  with  fresh  and  evi- 
dent testimonies  of  his  reality,  not  finding  it  fit 
to  unhinge  himself  of  the  one  party,  mrhile  he 
was  yet  unsure  of  the  other. 

If  this  then  be  the  sum  of  the  matter,  that 
tbe  bishops  serve  duke  Lauderdale's  Interest, 
and  we  therefore  must  serve  the  bishops*  interest 
at  any  rate,  lest  otherwise  we  should  seem  weary 
of  being  tread  upon ;  all  I  can  say  is,  that  cap- 
tain Carstairs,  bailie  Carmlchael,  the  town- 
major  and  his  men,  are  like  to  come  to  no  small 
credit  by  so  noble  and  numerous  a  train  of  as- 
sessors, as  the  whole  nobility  and  gentry  of 
Scotland.  However,  on  some  accounts,  mey 
must  yield  to  them  the  preeminence,  those  only 
having  the  advantage  of  profit  for  their  service^ 
being  mercenary  rogues,  and  having  others  also 
under  them  to  wait  their  commands,  while  these 
have  the  honour  to  testify  their  zeal,  by  far 
gitater  condescendency  of  serving  under  com- 
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mand,  and  some  under  thote  they  hate,  some 
under  thoM  that  hate  tbem,  tome  under  insiguU 
licant  freeo-hornsf  and  others  under  worse  tlian 
some  that  are,  or  have  been  their  hired  servants, 
and  all  this  not  only  ptitis,  hut  to  their  great 
expense*  and  with  the  exposinf  of  their  lives 
and  fortunes.  If  you  think  this  honourable  for 
yon,  yon  may  be  doing  as  much,  and  as  silent  as 
any,  idlwit  on  all  the  forenamed  grounds  you 
hare  so  Just  and  handsome  a  wav  to  retreat :  if 
not,  I  freely  give  you  my  advice,  that,  as  I 
doubt  net  but  you  will  both  be  as  forward  and 
cardial  as  any  man,  In  testifying  your  alfection 
for  the  real  maintenance  of  his  migesty's  autho- 
rity ;  80,  if  you  find  not  yourself  indeed  con- 
cerned to  give  proof  of  it  in  this  quarrel,  you 
disengage  yourself  in  time ;  or  if  otherwlie,  that 
yet  you  go  not  out,  nor  do  any  thing  without  a 
protestation  of  talvojure,  upon  the  forementioned 
accounts,  that,  by  a  bad  preparative,  you  be  not 
the  occasion  of  an  irrenaraole  damage  to  your 
country ;  which,  at  such  a  time,  were  1  of  one 
of  those  shires  that  are  called  out,  you  may  be- 
lieve me,  1  would  think  it  my  duty  and  honour 
to  do,  though  with  the  greatest  hazai-d,  and 
though  there  were  not  another  to  second  me. 
When  the  public  interest  is  like  to  suffer,  by  the 
ignoranoe,  neglect  or  cowardice  of  all,  he  merit- 
eth  double  glory,  making  all  his  nation,  and  all 
their  posterity  his  debtors,  who  steppeth  in  at 
such  a  nick  of  extreme  need,  with  opportune 
help  and  assistance. 

'take  courage  then,  and  regard  not  the  clamour 
of  court  sycophants,  who  live  upon  their  coun- 
try's ruin,  and  will  be  crying  down  such  heroic 
acts,  aa  opposite  and  prejudicial  to  his  majesty's 
authority.  But  be  you  confident,  that  it  shall 
always,  at  Icmg  run,  be  found  and  seen,  that  he 
is  the  best  friend  to  his  king,  that  is  the  best 
friend  to  his  country,  and  to  the  laws  and  liber- 
ties Uiereof,  whldh  both  king  and  parliament 
have  declared  to  be  the  birth-right  and  inheri- 
tance of  the  sul^ect,  and  the  security  of  their 
lives  and  fortunes,  Charles  II.  pari.  1.  act  17. 
and  that  these  two  interests  are  as  individable 
in  the  body  politic,  as  are  those  of  the  head  and 
the  body  natural.  For  what  Is  further,  consult 
the  acripture  and  your  conscience,  and  be  fully 
versuaded  in  your  own  mind.  For  me  you 
Know,  bow  much,  and  how  often  I  have  con- 
tended for  episcopacy :  but  now  Ijhave  consid- 
ered their  partial  Mhaviour  in  the  matter  of 
Danby  and  the  lords  in  the  Tower,  those  arch 
enemMs  of  our  king  and  government.  I  see 
them  both  there  and  here  so  knit  to  the  bias  of 
the  court,  that  they  vrill  rather  sell  their  souls, 
and  the  whole  Interests  of  the  kingdom,  than 
not  swing  to  that  side  right  or  wrong.  1  see 
them  generally  to  be  men  altogether  set  upon 
their  own  profit  and  advancement,  and  that, 
when  once  thev  can  make  their  court  well,  they 
little  mind  relu^ion,  or  the  care  of  souls.  1  see 
ther  take  no  effectual  course  for  curbing  of  pro- 
fanity, and  that,  if  a  man  will  but  stand  for  tneir 
arandeur  and  revenues,  they  easilv  dispense  with 
nis  being  otherwise  what  he  wiiL  I  see,  that 
almost  any  scandalous  fellow  that  will  own 
them,  and  hath  but  an  M  before  his  name,  may 
have  a  kirk;  too  many  whereof  I  know,  and 
more  ben  dun  wfth  too,  I  htre  conaidered 
blaliop  Sbsfp,  aa  the-Jr  bemd  and  laat  introducer. 
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They  say,  the  Rutherglen  decUration 
tndtoroiuly  asserU  the  king  to  be  an 


whose  reward  hath  been  terrible  in  the  justice 
of  God,  whatever  the  actors  have  been.     And  I 
have  considered  bishop   Paterson  as  the  tail, 
whose  rvward  is  no  doubt  waiting  him  also,  if 
he  mend  not  his  manners.     I  have  not  forgot 
their  cruel,  arrogant  and  blood-thirsty  stopping 
of  his  majesty's  gracious  bounty,  and  keeping  up 
of  his  remission  after  the  business  of  Pentland, 
which,  with  their  torturing  and  hanging  of  the 
poor  people,  after  quarters  given  them  lu  the 
fields  by  general  Dalziel,  as  it  was  a  singular 
reward  to  him  for  his  good  service  done  them, 
so  may  it,  to  all  honest  hearts,  be  as  palpable,  as 
it  is  an  odd  example  of  their  faith  and  manners. 
I  see  the  very  off-scourings  of  the  earth  em- 
ployed b^  them,  as  their  trustees  and  heroes,  for 
propagating  of  their  conformity,  and  some  of 
them,  though  base  all  over,  and  despicable  above 
all  expression,  yet  owned  and  caressed  by  them, 
as  brave  fellows,  and  chief  promoters  of  their 
principles  and  interest :  yea,  so  little  choice  make 
they  on  this  head,   whether  as  to  profanity, 
popei^,  atheism,  or  what  else  you  can  think  on, 
that,  tor  ouffht  that  appears,  as  many  devils  out 
of  hell  would  be  welcome  to  them,  to  prop  their 
dagon  of  prelacy,  and  to  be  a  scourge  to  the 
fanatics,     i  see,  force  and  the  rigour  of  the  law 
are  their  two  grand  pillars,  the  Jachin  and 
B(»az  of  their  temple;  and  that  their  whole 
power,  interest  and  endeavours  are  so  jointly 
and  entirely  bestowed  upon  the  suppressing  of 
conventicles,  and  for  hindering  the  preaching 
of  the  gospel,  by  those  of  the  nonconformist 
{Mirty,  which  renders  it  to  me  dreadfully  stutpi- 
cious,  that  their  cause  must  be  but  so  and  so, 
when  themselves  judge  it  the  main  support  and 
security  thereof,  that  it  never  come  to  a  fair 
hearing ;  for  the  truth  is,  they  reckon  themselves 
undone,  if  ever  the  people  get  leave  to  hear  these 
men.     I  see,  most  of  tnem  look  either  with  af- 
fection or  indifferency  upon  popery,  that  the 
papists  themselves  favour  them  more  than  any 
other  government,  that  by  their  slackness  in 
prosecuting  them,  they  are  the  occasion  of  much 
evil  to  these  lands;  and  that  they  give  much  life 
to  all  their  mischievous  plots,  by  the  hope  they 
find  of  yet  ascending  up  on  that  step  of  their 
hierarchy  remaining  amongst  us.     Whereas,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  cannot  but  be  acknowledged 
by  all,  that  be  presbytery  else  what  it  will,  it  is 
certainly  the  best  remedy  against  popery  in  the 
world ;  the  total  rooting  out  whereof  amongst 
us,  now  after  the  discoveries  we  have,  ought,  on 
many  accounts,  to  be  esteemed  the  grand  inter- 
est, wherein  the  power,  wit  and  endeavours  of 
every  good  subject,  every  good  countryman,  and 
every  good  Christian  shomd  terminate.    And,  in 
fine,  since  to  all  this  may  be  added,  the  fatal 
consequences  of   the  former  establishment  of 
bishops  amonsst  us,  with  the  appearance  of  what 
is  tike  to  l>e  the  end  of  the  present ;  and  that  our 
nation  hath  drunk  In  such  an  inbred  and  indeli- 
ble prejudice  against  them,  that  though  these 
fourteen  men,  were  as  maiw  saints,    neither 
con  much  good  be  expected  from  them,  under 
that  character,  in  this  place,  nor  yet  they  ever 
long  settled  without  blood  and  confualou.     V 
wish  only  the  presbyteTiau*  v;ou\4  tiJi'H*  i«isa 
pithy  and  IncontrovevlWAe  VrnvXiaoTTj  o\  ^tXx 
real  afTertion  to  \i\»  ma^euty  \W\t  \a.^MX  ^^•^ 
reign,  and  to  the  true  Vme,  \u  so  «m  i»>»^  V\««' 
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usurper.  Thia  is  a  oonsequenoe  of 
'  *  their  own  framing,  from  an  expres- 
sion in  the  dedaration,  which  to  me  appears 
to  relate  not  to  the  king's  right  and  claim 
to  the  government,  but  the  exercise  of  an 
usurped  power  in  setting  up  anniversary 
days,  and  destroying  the  interests  of  the 
church.  But  they  wire-draw  expressions  to 
expose  the  people  now  in  arms,  whereas  we 
shall  see,  that  the  bulk  of  those  gathered  at 
this  time,  were  far  from  denying  the  king's 
authority.  It  is  yet  a  greater  mistake,  when 
they  say,  that  Mr  John  King  and  three 
others    were    seized    by    Claverhouse    in 


it  it  not  interrupted ;  with  such  a  proof  of  their 
abhorrence  of  episcopacy,  as  may  malce  them 
take  up  an  antipathy  at  their  prelatical  way  of 
having  do  sooner  power  in  tlieir  bands,  but  in- 
stantly, with  oaths,  declarations,  and  bonds, 
flying  like  as  many  wild  cats,  in  the  throat  of 
our  consciences ;  and  that  they,  presb^terians 
would  rather  take  a  more  ffospel  way  of  mstruct- 
ing  and  persuading  us  in  fore  and  meekness,  and 
in  patience  wait,  till  by  the  use  of  means,  and 
their  affectionate  carriage  towards  us,  we  be 
won  to  Che  discerning  and  persuasion  of  those 
things,  that  are  not  fundamentals,  wherein  we 
differ,  and  may  the  king's  msjesty  say,  Amen. 
Then  wcloome  presbytery,  unity,  and  peace; 
and  farewell  to  confusion,  schism,  prelacy  and 
popery  for  ever. 

f  C(nincir$  letter  to  Lauderdale,  June  Srd,  1679. 

May  it  please  your  grace. 
Upon  Thursday  last,  the  29th  of  May,  a  com- 
pany  of  rebels  came  to  Hutherglen,  and  there 
proclaimed  the  covenant,  and  burned  the  acts  of 
parliament  asserting  his  majesty's  supremacy 
and  prerogative,  the  act  rescissory,  the  act  estab- 
lishing episcopacy,  and  appointing  the  S9th  of 
May  an  anniversary  thanksgiving  for  his  ma- 
jesty's birth  and  return,  affixing  an  infamous 
declaration  to  the  market  cross  there,  wherein 
they  most  traitorously  assert  our  gracious  and 
rightful  sovereign  to  be  an  usurper,  as  your 
grace  will  see  more  fully  in  the  double  of  that 
treasonable  paper  herewith  sent,  and  they  in- 
tended to  have  done  the  same  at  Glasgow,  had 
not  Claverhouse  his  unexpec^ted  arrival  there, 
with  his  troop  and  company  of  dragoons,  luckily 
prevented  them.  Saturday  last,  at  night,  Cla- 
Terhouse  went  to  Rutherglen  to  discover  and 
apprehend  those  .insolent  rebels,  and  did  seize 
tnree  of  them,  t(^ether  with  an  intercommnned 
preacher,  named  King,  in  or  about  Strathaven, 
and  on  Sunday's  morning,  went  in  quest  of 
field  conventicles,  and  was  not  long  in  descrying 
one  which  proved  indeed  a  rendezvous  of  rel>el- 
lion,  »»  wiU  appear  by  his  letter  herewith  sent, 
directed  to  the  major-generaL  Monday,  the 
committee  of  the  council  met  (before  the  receipt 
of  the  inclosed  from  Claverhouse)  by  two  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  by  the  mijor-generars  con- 
sent, resolved  that  all  the  forces  should  be  imme- 
dlBtfJy  caUed,  and  ordered  to  Join  together  for 
panuing  ofiboae  rebels;  which  was  immediate- 


Strathaven,  whereas  they  were  taken  at 
Hamilton.  Besides,  their  nnmben  wen 
very  far  from  fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred,  as 
the  council  represents  them.  1  much  doubt 
if  there  were  yet  the  third  part  of  these  in 
arms.  One  needs  not  be  surprised  at  the 
gross  blunders  the  English  historians  fiUl 
into,  when  narratives  from  the  council  con- 
tain so  many  misrepresentations.  That  same 
day  they  ordain  the  regiment  of  Edinbuigh 
to  rendezvous  to-morrow,  and  order  the  ma- 
gistrates there  to  take  and  grant  receipts  for 
all  the  cannon  they  can  meet  with  in  cellars, 
or  elsewhere  in  Leith,  for  the  security  of 


ly  done,  and  the  forces  which  were  at  Teviot- 
dale,  are,  and  will  be  here  this  night ;  these  in 
Dumfries  may  be  here  to-morrow,  and  these  in 
Fife  will  be  this  night  at  Stirling,  and  the  ma- 
jor-general  (who  hath  upon  this  occasion  been 
very  vigilant)  will,  by  four  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning,  with  all  the  forces  here,  march  to- 
wards Glasgow,  to  join  those  which  are  now 
there  commanded  by  the  lord  Roas,  and  the 
rather,  that  the  rebels  having,  by  their  numbers, 
overpowered  Claverhouse  and  his  party,  and 
lodged  that  night  in  Hamilton,  w«r«  so  bold 
and  daring,  as,  yesterday  at  eleven  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  to  assault  the  lord  lloss,  and  the  party 
commanded  by  him,  in  the  very  town  of  Glas- 
gow, whence  they  were  repulsed  in  manner 
mentioned  in  a  letter  from  the  lord  Koss  here- 
with sent.  Their  number  is  credibly  informed 
to  be  fifteen  or  sixteen  hundred,  and  that  many 
flock  in  to  them  from  sgv«^  comers.  Upon 
advertisement  from  the  committee,  we  hare  this 
day  met,  not  suffering  our  eyes  to  sleep  till  we 
came  here  to  consult  what  was  neoeasary  to  be 
done  by  us  upon  this  occasion,  and  accordingly 
we  have  emitted  the  proclamation  herewith  sent, 
and  called  out  the  assistance  of  the  militia  In  the 
shires  of  East  and  Mid- Loth ians,  Fife,  Peebles, 
Stirling,  Berwick,  Perth,  and  Angus ;  and  as 
the  militia  in  Mid- Lothian  will  be  ready  in  a  day 
or  two,  so  we  hope  the  militia  in  all  the  other 
shires  shall  be  in  readiness  by  the  middle  of  the 
next  week  to  join  his  majesty's  standing  forces, 
if  need  be,  for  suppressing  ot  thia  inao&nt  and 
mad  rebellion.  We  have  ordered  the  town  of 
Edinburgh  to  draw  out  their  militia  to-morrow, 
for  the  more  effectual  securing  of  this  plaoe^  and 
nothing  shsll  be  omitted  by  us,  which  may  con- 
tribute towards  the  <|uenching  of  this  flame,  and 
for  reducing  of  the  furious  rebels;  for  this  we 
shall  not  fail  to  stay  together  here,  for  consult- 
ing fit  and  proper  methods  for  doing  hereof,  and 
for  asserting  his  majesty's  authority  and  govern- 
ment, against  all  attempts  which  may  be  made 
by  any  whatsoever  against  It,  and  -we  shall  not 
fail,  from  time  to  time,  to  give  your  graco  advci^ 
tisements,  to  be  communicated  to  his  sacred 
mi^esty,  of  what  passeth  here  concerning  those 
rebels,  and  our  endeavours  for  suppressing  their 
insolence,  as  becometh. 

May  it  please  your  grace, 

your  g;raAe'ainiQa9iV»ndA«iKrf«Bte» 
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the  town  and  the  king's  service :  and  that 
M>oie  of  the  baiites  attend  at  Leith,  and  exa- 
mine all  persons  passing  the  ferry  at  tide- 
times,  and  imprison  such  as  cannot  give 
account  of  themselves.  Further,  the  laird 
of  Lnndiuy  governor  of  the  castle,  is  ap- 
pointed to  call  for  smiths,  wrights,  and 
others  his  majesty's  servants,  to  work  in 
the  castle  as  he  sees  necessary;  and  they 
grant  him  warrant  to  take  all  manner  of 
provisions  necessary  for  the  castle,  where 
he  can  find  them,  and  give  receipts,  upon 
which  the  lords  of  the  treasury  are  to  pay 
the  owners  at  the  ordinary  prices. 

June  4th,  The  council  give  orders,  that 
after  the  muster  is  over  this  day,  one  com- 
pany of  the  militia  keep  guard  in  the  Can- 
ongate  tolbooth,  and  another  in  the  Abbey, 
and  that  the  whole  regiment  be  ready  to 
draw  together  upon  the  tuck  of  drum; 
and  that  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh 
make  trial  what  powder  is  lately  sent 
out  of  town,  and  to  whom,  and  secure  all 
the  powder  in  town,  and  place  it  in  the 
castle. 

To  return  to  the  proceedings  of  the  army 
after  the  attempt  upon  Glasgow,  my  lord 
K088,  and  the  rest  of  the  officers  of  the 
king's  forces  there,  finding  the  gathering  of 
the  country  people  growing,  and  expecting 
every  day  considerable  numbers  to  be  added 
to  them,  and  not  reckoning  themselves  able 
to  stand  out  a  second  attack,  found  it  ad- 
visable to  retire  eastward.  Accordingly, 
June  3rd,  they  marched  bag  and  baggage  to 
Kibyth,  carrying  some  of  the  wounded 
country  men,  who  fell  into  their  hands,  with 
them  in  carts:  next  day,  when  near  Fal- 
kirky  they  received  the  council's  orders  to 
stop,  till  the  earl  of  Linlithgow's  regiment, 
and  other  forces  firom  Stirling  and  other 
places,  joined  them,  and  then  to  march  back 
all  in  a  body  to  the  west  country. 

The  motions  of  the  forces  will  best  ap- 
pear firom  the  letters  which  I  meet  with  in 
the  council  registers  from  and  to  the  earl  of 
Linlithgow.  June  6th,  the  earl  writes  to 
the  chanodlor,  **  That  he  intended  to  have 
marched  with  the  forces  to  Stirling  that 
morning,  but  being  informed,  that  the  rebels 
are  marched  to  Glasgow,  upon  my  lord 
Roes  his  remorai  ibeace,  be  found  it  proper 
to  order  Mm  with  big  wbole  party  to  join  \ 
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him  at  the  bridge  of  Bonny  to-morrow 
morning;  upon  this  consideration,that 
if  they  had  gone  to  Stirling,  the  rebels  might 
have  nuux;hed  straight  to  Edinburgh  before 
he  could  have  reached  them."  He  adds, 
"  They  are  said  to  be  very  strong,  and 
rogues  flocking  to  them  from  all  hands." 
The  council  in  theirs  to  him,  thank  him  for 
his  care ;  acquaint  him  the  companies  from 
Dumfries  are  come  to  Lintoun,  and  shall,  as 
soon  as  they  arrive,  be  sent  up  to  him,  with 
such  of  the  militia  as  can  be  spared.  They 
desire  him  to  scud  them  accounts  every 
day.  June  6th,  the  earl  acqiutints  the  chan- 
cellor, **  Tliat  he  had  joined  my  lord  Ross 
and  the  forces  with  him  at  Larbert-muir, 
where  they  had  information  from  Glasgow, 
that  the  rebels  were  about  Bothwell-bridge 
and  Hamilton,  where  they  did  exercise 
yesterday  all  day ;  that  two  troops  of  horse 
from  Gidloway,  Newmills,  and  Galston,  and 
a  company  of  foot  with  colours  and  drums 
bad  joined  them ;  that,  M'hen  come  to  the 
Holly-bush,  he  received  intelligence  from 
the  magistrates  of  (tlasgow,  that  the  rebels 
continued  where  they  were,  and  were  in 
number  about  seven  thousand.  Since  he 
hears,  they  are  to  march  to  Loudonhill ;  and 
the  country  are  still  gathering  to  them. 
That  he  can  come  to  no  resolution  till  he 
get  further  intelligence;  and  is  just  now 
sending  two  soldiers  in  disguise  to  go  to 
them,  and  looking  after  some  country  people 
who  may  be  trusted  to  send  among  them, 
to  bring  him  intelligence."  The  council  in 
their  answer  acquaint  the  earl,  that  they 
have  sent  up  to  him  some  more  forces,  that, 
instead  of  the  militia,  they  have  ordered  the 
heritors  to  come  out  on  horseback;  and 
conclude  with  their  assurance  of  his  vigi- 
lance and  care. 

That  night  about  eight  of  the  clock  the 
council  meet  upon  another  letter  from  the 
major-general,  dated  Kirkintilloch  one  ol 
the  clock,  bearing,  **  That  yesterday  they 
marched  to  Kilsyth,  whence  they  came  this 
day  hither,  where  certain  advice  came  of 
the  rebels'  strength,  about  8000  foot  and 
horse,  if  not  more."  He  adds,  **^  and  being 
apprehensive  of  the  dangerous  consequences 
which  may  follow  to  \i\amaiwVf**««^«^> 
if  we  shoidd  engage  mad  xei^o\»»  W\>\i  %\i^ 
unequal  numbers,  tbe  v\io\e  oS^c«tv  ^V^^ 
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deliberation,  are  of  opinioii,  that  it  is 
not  safe  to  adyance  nearer  the  enemy, 
and  oonoeiye  it  best  to  retire  to  Stirling,  to 
refresh  onr  wearied  men,  and  expect  saoh  as 
the  council  shall  see  needful  to  order  up  tous^ 
that  we  may  be  able  to  make  head  against 
the  rebels."  He  gives  this  as  the  ojMnion 
of  all  the  officers,  and  moyes  that  his 
majesty  be  acquainted,  and  besought  to 
send  down  forces  from  England;  but  sub- 
mits all  to  the  council;  and  promises,  if 
they  order  them,  to  march,  either  to  Edin- 
burgh or  against  the  rebels,  be  their  num- 
bers what  they  will.  The  council  in  their 
return  approve  of  their  retiring,  and  recom- 
mend it  to  them  to  come  in  to  Edinbuigh, 
and  send  an  express  to  Stirling,  that  the 
governor  look  well  to  the  safety  of  that 
place.  At  the  same  time  they  send  an  ex- 
press to  Lauderdale,  with  the  letter  from 
the  earl  of  Linlithgow,  and  one  from  them- 
selves, bearing  what  is  above ;  and  further, 
**  That  they  had  called  together  the  foot 
militia  in  Roxburgh,  Selkirk,  Kincardine, 
Aberdeen,  Bamff,  Ross,  Elgin,  Forres,  and 
Nairn ;  and  in  place  of  the  militia  horse,  by 
a  proclamation  (already  noticed)  they  had 
ordered  all  the  heritors  in  the  several  shires, 
with  their  servants  and  followers,  whom 
they  are  able  to  bring  out  on  horseback,  to 
rendezvous."  They  add,  "  but  after  all,  we 
dare  not  conclude  his  majesty  may  trust  to 
this  as  a  sufficient  force  to  quench  this  vio- 
lent flame,  and  therefore  desire  forces  from 
England  and  Ireland." 

June  7th,  The  earl  of  Linlithgow  writes 
to  the  chancellor,  "  That,  according  to  the 
counciFs  orders,  he  is  on  his  march  to  Lin- 
lithgow, desires  directions  where  to  quarter 
his  men,  and  tells  him  Stirling  is  in  a  good 
condition."  The  council  in  their  return, 
refer  the  quartering  of  the  soldiers  about 
Edinbuigh  to  himself,  and  desire  he  may 
leave  some  parties  of  horse  to  the  westward 
of  Edinburgh,  and  be  careful  to  get  intelli- 
gence, and  that  he,  and  all  the  counsellors 
with  him,  may  be  present  at  the  meeting  of 
council  to-morrow  at  six  afternoon.  Obedi- 
ence to  this  was  given ;  the  army  continued 
about  Edinburgh,  till  the  16th,  when  they 
began  to  march  westward  against  the  people 
«/  Both  we)},  as  we  shall  afterwards  hear. 
I  need  not  take  up  much  more  room  with 


the  prooedore  of  the  oouncil  at  tliia  ji 
tnre:  we  have  seen  their  most  material  sl^s. 
I  ahall  only  notice  that  June  5tli,  after  the 
publishing  the  prodamation  about 
the  militia,  they  order  the  militia 
Mid-Lothian,  to  quarter  at  Leith;  that  the 
militia  in  the  northern  shires  rendesvooi  oa 
the  17th,  and  write  to  the  earia  lff^»^fl>ftll^ 
Errol  and  Kintore,  to  come  to  Edinlmigli 
with  all  speed.  Upon  the  6th,  they  write 
to  the  earl  of  Queensberry,  to  call  together 
the  haill  gentlemen,  heritors,  and  freeholders 
in  the  shire  of  Dumfries,  with  as  manj  ser- 
vants and  followers  as  they  can  bring  out 
on  horse  with  arms,  and  march  straight  to 
Edinbuigh.  The  like  appointment  is  given 
to  the  earl  of  Nithsdale,  for  Wigtwi  and 
Kirkcudbright  And  June  7th»  they  re- 
quire the  eari  (^  Aigyle  to  come  wiUi  his 
friends,  and  join  the  king^s  azmy.  I  have 
insert  their  letter.*  And  another  of  the 
same  nature  is  writ  to  the  eari  of  Gaithnesi, 
desiring  him  to  be  at  Stirling  by  the  14th 
instant.  June  8th,  all  the  militia  regiments 
on  the  south  of  Forth  are  appointed  to  ren- 
dezvous at  Leith  as  soon  as  possible^  and 
those  benorth  it,  at  Stirling.  That  same 
day  they  appoint  an  oath  to  be  administered 
to  the  militia  by  the  following  act  **  The 
lords  of  council,  considering  how  necessary 
it  is  to  secure  the  town  of  Edinbuigh  finom 
all  attempts  of  the  rebels,  do  ordain  the 


*  CoundPs  Letter  to  Argyle^  June  Wi  1679. 
My  lord, 

The  fanatics  in  the  weit  and  other  places  haT- 
ing  formed  themselTea  into  a  dangerous  rebel- 
lion, whose  numbers  and  force  do  daily  increase, 
we  haTe  thought  fit  to  desire  your  lorddiip  may, 
with  the  greatest  expedition  your  circumstances 
can^  allow,  disentangle  younelf  from  your  ez^ 
pedition,  for  which  you  are  commissionated 
against  the  rebellious  people  in  the  Highlands, 
to  the  end  your  lordship  may,  with  the  greatest 
diligence  you  can,  repair  to  the  king's  host,  and 
to  join  the  forces  under  the  command  of  the  carl 
of  Linlithgow,  with  your  friends,  Toasals,  ser- 
vants and  followers,  well  appointed  and  armed 
for  assisting  towards  the  opprMsion  of  this  trea- 
sonable insurrection.  We  doubt  not  of  your 
lordship*s  readiness,  upon  all  oecasions,  to  give 
commendable  ^oofs  of  your  loyalty  and  duty  to 
his  sacred  migesty,  and  yon  cannot  give  a  more 
signal  testimony  thereof,  and  of  your  zeal  fbr  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  this  kingdom,  than  by  a 
seasonable  assistance  against  these  rebels^  and  so 
we  cannot  but  expect  a  cheerful  and  ready  com- 
pliance from  your  lordship,  with  so  Just  and 
necessary  a  desire    Yr«  «s« 

\oux  V»4i^VQk^«  iStfc^^neaeutlAnBAK. 
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mi^fistnitet  of  Edinbargfa,  to  draw  out  to- 
morrow the  militia  regiment^  and  traiii- 
bandsy  and  cause  tbe  haill  officers  enrol  the 
soldiers  under  their  command ;  and  ordain 
the  pfOYoety  as  colonel,  to  administer  to 
the  offioers  and  soldiers  the  following  oath, 
'  That  they  shall  be  true  and  faithful  to  the 
king,  defend  his  authority,  and  maintain  the 
same  against  this  insurrection  and  rebel- 
lion, and  all  others,  if  any  shall  happen, 
with  the  haiard  of  their  liyes  and  fortunes.' 
And  if  any  shall  refuse  this  oath,  he  be  pre- 
sently disarmed,  secured,  and  notice  given 
to  the  oounciL'*  This  is  one  of  the  plainest 
oaths  imposed  in  this  reign. 

Jane  9th,  The  council  require  the  earl  of 
Marr  to  secure  the  passages  of  the  water  of 
Forth,  and  seise  all  persons  who  pass  the 
water  with  horses  or  arms,  not  having 
passes.  That  same  diet  they  write  to  major 
Bfain,  who  with  a  troop  of  horse  and  five 
of  dragoons,  was  at  Alnwick,  and  ready  to 
act  against  the  rebels,  desiring  him  to  march 
to  Kelso,  and  seise  Frank  Pringie  of  Kow- 
iston,  bailie  of  Kelso,  John  Brown,  and 
James  Handiside ;  and  from  thence  to  go  to 
Jedburgh,  and  thence  to  Selkirk,  where  he 
should  meet  with  a  party  of  his  majesty's 
forces  with  further  orders.  All  boats  are 
ordered  to  be  secured  at  Queensferry  and 
Blackness.  And  half  a  crown  is  appointed 
to  be  given  to  every  foot  soldier,  brides  his 
pay,  for  their  present  necessity.  June  10th, 
upon  information  that  some  rebels  infest 
the  shire  of  Fife,  the  council  send  over  a 
troop  of  horse,  and  some  dragoons  under 
the  command  of  the  laird  of  Meldrum ;  the 
chancellor  is  likewise  desired  to  repair 
thither.  The  parishes  about  Edinburgh  are 
ordered  to  bring  ammunition  for  the  king's 
army.  Some  hackney  coach  horses  are  to 
draw  the  artillery  and  sixty  bolls  of  meal ; 
and  forty  horses,  to  carry  the  meal  for  the 
use  of  the  army,  are  to  be  provided.  The 
master  of  Ross  acquaints  the  council,  by  a 
letter  read  June  1 1th,  that  yesterday,  near 
Selkirk,  he  met  with  a  party  of  rebels  of 
about  150,  and  defeated  them,  killed  near 
60,  and  took  10  near  Oalla  water.  Next 
day,  the  lord  Elphinston  acquaints  the 
council,  he  had  taken  33  rebels  prisoners, 
who  were  coming  from  Fife,  and  the  like 
niuolpiar  near  PertlL     This  day  they  order 


the  earl  of  Marr  to  gather  as  many  .^. 
Highland  foot  as  may  be,  and  bring 
them  to  Stirling-bridge.  In  the  afternoon 
a  flying  packet  comes  to  the  council  from 
the  duke  of  Lauderdale  with  letters,  where- 
in the  king  approves  what  they  had  done, 
and  promises  to  send  them  assistance.  I 
have  insert  the  letter,  dated  June  9th.* 
June  13th,  the  council  make  a  return  to  his 
grace,  and  give  a  short  narrative  of  what 
had  passed,  which  is  added.f    June  15th, 


*  Lauderdale's  letter  to  the  Chancellor,  June  9th, 

1679. 
May  it  please  your  lordship. 

His  majesty  having  fully  considered  all  the 
accounts  sent  to  hlin  by  the  two  last  flying 
packets,  commands  me  to  tell  you,  that  he  does 
heartily  approve  all  that  is  alrmy  done  by  your 
lordships  or  his  privy  council,  in  Issuing  out  that 
proclamation,  in  raising  the  militia,  in  com- 
manding all  noblemen,  gentlemen,  and  heritors 
with  their  servants  and  followers,  to  attend  the 
king's  host,  and  in  advising  the  m^jor-general  to 
bring  back  the  forces  to  Ldinburgb,  as  also,  to 
assure  the  major-general,  that  his  mi^esty  is 
very  well  satliraed  with  his  great  diligence,  care 
and  conduct,  for  which  the  king  returns  him  his 
thanks,  as  he  does  likewise  to  the  lord  Ross  and 
Claverhouse.  and  will  be  very  mindful  of  It  upon 
all  occasions.  I  cannot  sufficiently  express  the 
obligations  we  have  all  to  his  majesty  for  his 
kindness  to  Scotland,  which,  as  it  has  always 
been  eminent,  is  signal  upon  this  occasion,  in 
which  he  is  most  careful  of  the  peace  of  that 
kingdom,  and  of  the  honour  of  his  council  there : 
and  since,  in  order  to  our  further  preservation, 
he  resolves  to  assist  you  according  to  your  de- 
sire, with  forces  both  from  Engmnd  and  Ire- 
land, he  recommends  it  to  you,  to  endeavour  to 
keep  the  rebels  as  much  as  possibly  you  can, 
within  their  own  western  shires,  in  which  case, 
that  you  shun  to  engage  them  without  seen  ad- 
vantage, till  you  get  such  supplies,  as  you  will 
judge  sufficient.  It  Is  also  nls  majesty's  plea- 
sure, that  on  this  occasion,  wherein  he  is  so 
much  concerned,  yon  take  special  notice  of  the 
fidelity  and  readiness  of  such  as  serve  his  mi^es- 
ty,  and  obey  your  orders  in  attending  his  host. 
His  majesty  recommends  also  to  your  special 
care,  the  supplying  of  the  castle  of  Stirling  with 
men  and  provisions,  as  a  place  which  he  knows 
to  be  of  great  importance,  and  may  be  supplied 
by  water.  It  is  expected  that  you  send  his 
majesty  full  and  frequent  accounts,  by  flying 
packets,  or  expresses,  of  what  oceurs  from  time 
to  time,  bearing  particularly  the  motions  and 
numbers  of  the  rebels,  with  the  names  of  their 
principal  officers,  the  progress  made  in  raising 
the  militia,  and  journals  ot  what  passes  amongst 
you,  to  be  communicated  to  his  majesty,  at 
whose  command  this  is  signified  by 
May  It  please  your  lordship, 

Your  lordship's  most  humble. 
And  most  faithful  servant, 

Laudkroalc. 
t  CounciTs  letter  to  Lauderdale^  June  ISlfi,  VQTO, 
May  it  please  your  ^&cc, 

Wc  are  not  able  to  expreia  Vki«iV*l  n«V>v^\iX^ 
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upon  when  ginng  whatpassedat  Lon- 


don than  in  Soots  afikiiiB,teU  us,  that 
the  marquis  of  Halifio,  lord  Essex,  and  Sun- 
derland, continued  in  dose  frieodship,  and, 
with  Sir  William  Temple,  had  for  some  time 
the  first  digesting  of  afiairs  in  their  hands. 
When  Shaftsbury  had  got  the  management  of 
the  house  of  commons  in  his  hand,  the  lord 
Sunderland  moved  that  he  should  be  brought 
into  the  council  and  the  direction  of  afiairs: 
this  Sir  William  Temple  opposed ;  but  the 
other  three  prevailed,  and  he  was  some 
time  before  this  brought  in,  kept  dose  with 
the  duke  of  Monmouth,  in  opposition  to 
the  duke  of  York;  and  when  these  two 
were  like  to  engross  the  king  to  themselves, 
the  other  four  kept  the  more  unite,  and  got 
the  parliament  dissolved,  and,  to  satisfy  the 
damoor  in  England  against  the  duke  of 
Lauderdale,  and  smooth  matters  against  a 
new  parliament  met,  endeavoured  the  duke*s 
removal,  or  at  least  the  admission  of  some 
other  Scots  peers  to  their  afiairs.  Thus 
natters  stood,  when  it  came  to  be  considered 
what  was  proper  to  be  done  to  bear  down 
the  rising  in  Scotland ;  and  in  this  matter 
there  was  no  small  difierence  among  them. 
The  king  was  for  suppressing  it  immediately, 
by  forces  from  England  joining  with  the 
Scots  army,  and  the  duke  of  Monmouth  to 
command  them;  Shaftsbury  was  for  sup- 
pressing it  by  his  friends  in  Scotland,  whom 
he  would  have  brought  into  the  manage- 
ment, in  Lauderdale's  room,  jointly  with 
Monmouth.  Essex  agreed  with  the  king 
as  to  the  suppression,  but  wished  it  might 
be  done  only  by  the  Scots,  and  was  against 
the  duke  of  Monmouth's  having  the  com- 
mand: however,  all  at  length  came  in  to 
the  duke's  being  sent  down,  and  so  he  came, 
as  we  shall  hear,  with  instructions  not  al- 
together unfavourable  to  the  oppressed 
people  of  Scotland,  and  he  seems  not  to 
have  been  very  acceptable  to  many  of  our 
managers  at  Edinburgh. 

I  shall  end  this  section  with  observing, 
that,  about  this  time,  the  lord  Macdonald,  a 
professed  and  violent  papist,  who,  as  we 
have  seen,  with  his  clan,  friends,  and  fol- 
lowers, for  some  time  had  been  up  in  arms, 
and  making  ravages  upon  the  earl  of  Ar- 
tie's hnds,  sent  in  to  Edinbuigh  a  petition 
io  the  council,  my  copy  of  which  wants  a 


1 


date,  but  I  take  it  to  hara  been  toward  the 
middle  of  June.  It  was  much  ■mpeetod 
that  this  army  of  protased  payistoy  bow  np 
in  a  body,  thou^  they  pretended  aetfde- 
fence  against  the  eaxl  of  Aigyle,  nod  fived 
pretty  much  by  the  depredation  ol  his 
lands,  were  in  a  dose  correspondmoe  with, 
if  not  under  pension  to  the  dnke  of  Yori^ 
and  in  concert  with  thoee  conoemed  in  the 
popish  plot  in  England,  and  were  to  have 
been  employed,  with  too  many  others  his 
friends  in  Scotland,  as  occasion  sored,  to 
support  the  popish  successor,  in  case  some 
designs  against  the  king  had  succeeded;  or, 
in  the  event  of  the  bill  of  exdu8i<m*s  taking 
efiect,  they  might  have  been  of  use  to  over- 
awe Scotland  into  an  opposition  to  it.  Al- 
though our  laws  very  expressly  provide 
against  all  papists  in  arms,  and,  by  the  pro- 
clamation abovenamed,  they  were  really 
guilty  of  treason,  yet  the  council  are  pleaaed 
to  receive  a  petition  from  the  commander 
of  this  popidi  party,  which,  being  short,  1 
insert  here. 

The  humbie  petition  of  the  lord  Maedontdd, 
andthegeniUmenof^nameofMadeoi^ 
convened  to  defend  themselves  agamst  the 
oppression  and  malice  of  the  earl  of 
Argyle, 

May  it  please  your  lordships, 
'  Being  necessitate,  by  the  oppression  of 
the  earl  of  Argyle,  to  defend  oursdves  and 
kinsmen  from  being  for  ever  ruined  and 
enslaved  to  him ;  and,  for  that  end,  \mii% 
convened,  and  being  informed  of  a  rebellions 
crew  in  the  west,  in  arms  against  his 
majesty's  authority,  whose  addresses  we 
have  rejected ;  we  most  humbly,  according 
to  our  duty  and  loyalty,  petition  to  be  au- 
thorized by  the  commander4n-chief,  to 
assist  to  avenge  the  king  of  his  enemies, 
and  that  the  earl  of  Ai^le  may  in  the 
mean  time  be  commanded  to  desist;  whidi 
he  hath  ever  done,  when  his  majesty  had 
any  thing  to  do :  and  your  petitioners  shall 
give  their  wonted  testimony  of  their  loyalty 
and  duty,  and  give  a  contrary  proof  to  the 
false  character  the  earl  of  Ai^le  hath 
given  of  us,' 

Who  shall  ever  pray,  &e. 
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The  innnuation  in  the  petition,  that  the 
rebeby  as  they  call  them,  in  the  west  had 
made  addresaes  to  that  popish  anny  of  bar- 
barona  Highland  papists,  is  so  gross  a  slan- 
der, that  it  needs  no  refutation.  They  were 
the  firmest  in  their  opposition  to  popery ; 
their  opposition  to  prelacy  was  under  the 
Yiews  they  had  of  its  being  a  remain  of 
popery,  and  contrary  to  onr  reformation 
rights.  The  first  risers  were  so  strict,  as 
they  made  difficulties  to  join  with  the  pres- 
byterians  who  had  embraced  the  benefit  of 
the  indulgence,  and  all  along  they  gave  suf- 
ficient documents  of  their  abhorring  the 
least  motion  this  way.  Consequently  we 
must  necessarily  look  upon  this  clause  of 
the  petition,  eiUier  as  put  in  at  Edinburgh 
by  some  body,  to  cast  a  slur  upon  the  pres- 
byterians,  or  as  an  artifice  of  the  papists  to 
recommend  themselves,  who  stick  not  to 
advance  their  cause  by  the  grossest  lies  and 
dissimulation.  When  the  council  read  this 
petition,  there  was  a  considerable  number 
i^peared  for  indemnifying  these  popish 
dans,  and  employing  them  against  the  west 
country  army :  but  this  was  so  flatly  in  the 
iace  of  their  own  laws,  and  so  open  a  siding 
with  popery,  that  it  was  got  crushed,  though 
with  some  difficulty.  How  low  a  pass  was 
the  reformation  interest  in  Scotland  at,  when 
such  a  proposal  was  made,  and  almost  car- 
ried at  the  council  board  !  I  return  now  to 
the  west  country  army. 

SECT.  V. 

Of  the  state,  declarations^  and  divisions  of 
the  west  country  army,  from  their  leaving 
Glasgow  till  the  march  of  the  army  wfkder 
the  duke  ofBucdeugh, 

We  left  the  west  country  people  at  Hamil- 
ton, after  they  found  their  design  upon 
Glasgow  impracticable.  All  the  account  I 
can  give  of  their  motions,  till  they  came  to 
Hamihon-muir,  before  the  engagement,  is 
in  the  foUoi^dng  memorandum,  which  J  find 
among  some  other  papers  relating  to  this 
period,  which,  for  ought  I  know,  is  matter 
of  fact  *  It  is  informed  the  rebels  were  at 
Dmmclog,  the  first  of  June  being  Sunday, 
upon  Monday  at  the  infill  upon  Q\a»gOM'y 
and  Mt  mght  they  came  to  Hamilton,  from 


thence  they  went  to  Strathaven,  and  .  .^ 
from  that  came  to  Kilbride  parish, 
where  they  stayed  until  Sunday,  when  they 
came  to  Kutherglcn,  whence  upon  Monday 
they  came  into  Glasgow,  upon  Tuesday  to 
ToUcross  Park,Wedne8day  to  Hamilton,  Fri- 
day to  Bradisholm  Park,  Saturday,  Sunday, 
Monday,  Tuesday,  they  were  at  Monkland 
Kirk  and  Shawhead-muir,  then  to  Hamilton 
till  the  defeat.* 

The  reports  of  this  body  of  men,  their 
continuing  together  in  arms  after  their  suc- 
cess at  Drumclog,  joined  with  the  accounts 
of  the  soldiers  retiring  from  Glasgow  east- 
ward,  being  spread  up  and  down  the  coun- 
try, a  good  many  came  and  joined  them 
from  all  quarters.  Their  discouragement, 
for  their  repulse  at  Glasgow,  was  alleviated 
by  John  Paton  in  Meadowhead,  called  cap- 
tain Paton,  his  joining  them  at  Hamilton  or 
Strathaven,  with  a  body  of  horse  from  Feu- 
wick,  Newmills,  and  Galston ;  and  consider- 
able numbers  joined  them  that  week.  It 
was  a  wonder  to  see  the  arms  a  good  many 
of  the  country  men  had  in  so  good  case 
after  the  west  country  had  been  so  often 
plundered  of  arms.  A  good  many  came  to 
Mr  Hamilton,  and  the  people  with  him  (of 
whom,  without  the  ceremony  of  a  choice, 
he  took  the  command)  from  Galloway  and 
Nithsdale ;  and  indeed  some  of  the  best  pro- 
vided men  at  Bothwell  were  from  the  south, 
from  Carrick,  Kyle,  Cunningham,  lieiifrew, 
Lanark,  the  Lothians,  and  Stirlingshire, 
and  among  them  some  very  good  gentlemen. 
None  of  the  nobility  did  join  in  this  rising. 

These  gentlemen,  and  the  commoner  sort 
knew  nothing  of  Mr  Hamilton  and  Mr 
Douglas's  declaration  at  liutherglen;  nei- 
ther were  they  at  all  privy  to  any  thing  of 
their  scheme  if  they  had  any.  They  reck- 
oned them  a  body  of  people  appearing  for 
the  presbyterian  interest,  and  in  hazardous 
circumstances  at  present,  whom  the  king's 
army  would  swallow  up  unless  assistance 
were  given  them;  and  therefore  resolved 
to  hazard  themselves  in  their  defence,  not 
knowing  what  Providence  had  to  bring 
forth  from  these  small  beginnings.  Indeed, 
abundance  of  men  came  in  to  the  camp, 
when  about  Glasgow  and  Hamilton,  during 
the  time  they  stayed  \u  tVit  ?kfj\d%  \>Mv\\.V>a«t^ 
many  of  them  \\aA  but  \CTy  aovrj  unoa&^vcA 
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they  frere  yet  more  straitened  for  am- 
mnnition,  and  had  no  way  to  supply 
themseWes  in  this,  except  with  a  very  small 
quantity  they  found  at  Glasgow ;  and  it  was  a 
fpreat  loss  to  them  that  they  almost  altogether 
iKiuited  officers  any  way  trained  to  war. 
But  the  greatest  loss  was,  their  want  of 
order  and  harmony  among  themselTes; 
neither  had  they  any  person  in  whom  they 
heartily  centred,  nor  could  they  agree  either 
npon  the  grounds  iA  their  appearance,  or 
the  time  and  other  circumstances  of  it : 
they  split  npon  subjects  that  seemed  much 
out  of  their  road,  when  their  all  was  at 
stake ;  the  heats  and  breaches  upon  these 
heads  will  presently  come  in.  Their  camp, 
when  in  commissary  Fleming's  park,  in 
Kilbride  parish,  and  about  Gksgow,  Shaw- 
head,  and  Hamilton,  was  but  ill  regulated ; 
and  no  wonder,  when  there  were  but  a 
few  among  them  who  had  ever  been  almost 
in  any  camp;  and  any  officers  they  had, 
wanted  authority  over  the  soldiers;  but 
people  came,  and  went  off  from  the  camp 
just  as  they  pleased,  and  as  the  carriage  of 
the  leading  men  pleased  or  displeased  them ; 
and  the  captains  and  other  officers  whom 
they  chose,  had  nothing  of  that  power 
which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  the  mo- 
delling an  army.  No  exact  account  can  be 
given  of  their  numbers,  for  they  were  very 
hi  from  being  any  way  stated;  a  good 
many  would  have  been  with  them  to-day, 
and  gone  away  to-morrow.  When  most 
numerous,  they  are  by  some  papers  said  to 
be  five  thousand;  but  1  question  if  ever 
they  exceeded  four  thousand;  and  even 
these  decreased  exceedingly  before  the  en- 
gagement, if  1  may  term  it  so,  at  Bothwell, 
as  we  shall  afterwards  hear. 

When  the  soldiers  were  retired  from 
Glasgow,  Mr  John  Welsh,  and  a  consider- 
able number  of  country  men  from  Carrick 
with  him,  came  to  that  dty,  where  they 
met  with  no  opposition,  but  much  kindness 
and  friendship  from  many  good  people  there, 
and  in  the  country  about  it  Nothing  con- 
siderable was  undertaken  by  them,  only 
they  caused  the  heads  and  hands  of  those 
who  were  executed  in  that  place,  for  being 
at  Pentland,  to  be  taken  down  and  buried ; 
the  same  office  they  did  to  those  who  were 
killed  ia  the  Mttempt  upon  Glasgow,  June 


2d,  with  one  or  two  who  died  of  their 
wounds  since.  A  party  was  alao  seat  wes^ 
ward  to  Kilmarnock,  Irvine,  and  Ayr,  who 
took  down  the  heads  and  hands  set  up  ia 
those  places,  and  interred  them.  No  doubt 
these  little  detachments  used  their  interest 
whither  they  went,  to  get  people  to  join 
their  main  army ;  and  considerable  numben 
came  every  day. 

In  order  to  increase  their  numbers,  and 
to  state  the  grounds  upon  which  they  took 
op  arms  and  continued  in  them,  the  most 
considerable  persons  among  them,  gentle* 
men,  and  others,  as  well  as  some  mimsten 
who  preached  to  them,  had  many  meetings; 
the  prindpal  thing  they  had  before  them, 
was  the  drawing  up  a  dedaration  to  be 
published  to  the  world.  It  was  upon  this 
head  they  first  began  to  divide  and  break 
among  themselves.  Their  first  rising  was 
what  they  were  forced  unto^  and  involun^ 
tary,  as  hath  been  observed ;  and  the  decla- 
ration at  Rutherglen,  when  considered,  was 
unsatisfying  to  a  great  many  now  oosie  up^ 
who  nevertheless  were  willing  to  join  wi^ 
these  who  drew  it,  and  venture  their  lives 
and  fortunes  to  get  grievances  redressed, 
and  matters  in  church  and  state  set  right, 
in  the  most  regular  and  orderly  way  cir* 
cumstances  would  permit.  Mr  Hamilton, 
Mr  Thomas  Douglas,  Mr  Donald  Cargil, 
and  some  others,  upon  the  one  side,  would 
have  the  indulgence  witnessed  against,  and 
some  other  things  done:  upon  the  other 
hand,  the  laird  of  Kaitloch,  Mr  John  Welsh, 
Mr  David  IJume,  and  some  others,  were 
not  for  going  those  lengths ;  but  inclined  to 
set  up  upon  as  large  a  bottom  as  they  could 
with  a  safe  conscience,  and  were  of  opinion 
nothing  should  be  taken  into  their  declarsr 
tion  which  might  exclude  any  presby  terians 
from  joining  in  the  common  cause.  I  find 
Mr  Hamilton  and  those  of  that  side  blamed 
in  some  papers  writ  at  this  time,  as  main* 
taining  some  principles  in  their  nature  an- 
timonarchical,  as  to  the  state,  and  tending 
to  separation  in  the  church,  with  what 
truth  I  cannot  positively  say.  It  is  my 
province  to  set  down  matters  of  fact  as  I 
find  them;  and  therefore  I  shall  essay  to 
give  as  short  a  deduction  of  the  debates 
and  differences  betwixt  those  two  parties 
aa  1  can,  fromtlb^  ^gQi9^«c%  QMnA  to  my  haiid^ 
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and  I  leare  the  reader  to  judge  oa  the 
whole. 

At  the  hegnanng  of  the  gathering,  that 
week  in  which  the  attempt  was  made  upon 
Glasgow,  when  thej  came  to  deliberate 
upon  a  declaration  to  be  emitted,  moiit  part 
by  lar«  in  the  meeting  for  consultation, 
were  of  Mr  Hamilton  and  Mr  Douglas's 
sentiments,  Mr  Welsh  and  a  few  others 
excepted;  so  that  it  was  carried  almost 
without  a  struggle,  that  the  indulgence 
should  be  testified  against  in  the  declaration 
agreed  to.  All  that  Mr  Welsh  and  those 
of  his  sentiments  could  do,  was  to  get  the 
passage  relative  thereunto  kept  in  general 
terms.  The  paper  at  this  time  before 
them  is  but  short,  and  follows.  ^We 
who  are  here  providentiaUy  conyened  in 
our  own  defence,  for  prsTenting  and  re- 
moTing  the  mistakes  and  misapprehensions 
of  all,  especially  of  those  whom  we  wish 
to  be,  and  hope  are  friends,  do  declare 
our  present  purposes  and  endeayours  to  be 
only  in  yindication  and  defence  of  the  true 
reformed  religion  in  its  profession  and  doc- 
trine, as  we  stand  obliged  thereunto  by  our 
national  and  solemn  league  and  coyenonts, 
and  that  solemn  acknowledgment  of  sins, 
and  engagement  to'dnties,  made  and  taken 
in  the  year  1646,  declaring  against  popery, 
prelacy,  Erastianism,  and  all  things  depend- 
ing thereupon." 

This  declaration  was  concerted  and  agreed 
to,  and,  as  some  papers  say,  published  in  the 
army.  Perhaps  it  might  haye  been  agree- 
able to  the  interest  of  both  sides  now  toge- 
ther in  arms,  to  haye  for  a  while  satisiied 
themsdyes  with  this  general  draught,  until 
some  way  had  been  fallen  on  to  bring  them 
nearer  other  in  their  sentiments  upon  the 
oimtroyerted  heads;  but  this  would  not  do. 
I  imagine  some  broken  story  about  this  de- 
claration, or  some  conunentary  some  body 
hath  made  on  the  words  of  it,  hath  given 
occasion  to  the  idle  story  the  author  of  the 
<*  Cayeat  for  die  Whigs,"  hath  Part  I.  p.  Gl. 
''The  rebels,  when  they  had  possessed 
themselyes  of  Glasgow,  issued  forth  their 
proclamation,  commanding  the  magistrates 
to  turn  out  all  the  archbishops,  bishops,  and 
cnrates,  their  bairns  and  servants,  and  all 
fiunilies  and  persons  concerned  in  the 
kiat^B  Mrmjr,  within  forty-^igbt  houn,  un- 
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der  the  highest  pains."    Thb  proda- 
mation  is  so  ill  made  for  the  whigs,  I 
am  of  opinion  it  will  not  do  them  any  hurt, 
and  no  reasonable  person  will  believe  it 

After  some  few  days,  when  some  more 
gentlemen    and  intercommuned  ministers 

I  joined  themselves  to  the  gathering,  they 
being  of  moderate  principles,  and  for  the 
softest  methods  of  procedure,  began  to  in- 
quire a  little  into  the  declaration,  and  found 
fault  with  the  last  clause  of  it,  as  unseason- 
able and  inexpedient.  The  persons,  whom 
I  shall  afterwards  term  the  moderate  party, 
did  every  day  increase,  and  had  no  snudl 
debates  in  the  meetings  now  kept  with  Mr 
Hamilton  and  his  party,  whom  I  shall  call 
the  first  party  Some  who  came  in  aftei^ 
wards  joined  them;  but  they  were  mostly 
made  up  of  such  who  had  been  in  the  first 
rifting.  This  first  party  had  chosen  the 
strictest  and  seemingly  most  lealous  side, 
and  continued  a  good  many  of  them  for  a 
while  in  these  sentiments  because  they  con- 
versed only  upon  the  one  side.  When  they 
had  a  more  extensive  conversation,  several 
came  to  have  other  views  of  matters ;  and 
upon  the  other  hand,  others  who  came  up 
joined  them  for  some  time,  and  they  con- 
tinned  pretty  numerous.  Heavy  and  long 
oppression  ha<l  imbittered  their  spirits,  and 
the  positive  and  unguarded  exprcmions  of 
some  ministers  upon  this  side,  contributed 
not  a  little  unto  this.  The  moderate  party 
desired  the  clunso,  ''all  things  depending 
thereupon  "  might  be  taken  out,  as  plainly 
enough  pointing  at  the  indulgence,  at  a 
season  when  it  was  most  unfit  that  presby- 
terians  should  bite  and  devour  one  another. 
They  urged,  the  indulgence  was  a  point  in 
its  nature  disputable,  and  not  yet  declared 
sinful  by  any  general  assembly,  or  other 

i  competent  judge ;  adding,  that  a  declaration 
in  this  matter  would  certainly  break  them 
who  were  gathered,  among  themselves,  and 
hinder  a  considerable  body  of  people,  who 
had  clearness  about  the  indulgence,  or  at 
least  could  not  make  it  a  ground  of  separa- 
tion, from  joining  them.  The  other  side 
urged,  that  the  point  controverted  was  only 
declared  against  in  a  general  clause,  and 

.  that  it  was  their  opinion  it  was  a  defection; 

'  that  Erastiamsm  waa  aa  ^vtecXVf  ^Vyw^Vj 

I  this  church  aa  vreVacy >  an^  \\i«  \\\^>Af?»K» 
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was  a  fruit  of  Erastianism.  Thus  their 


debates  landed  upon  the  merits  of  the 
clause,  and  turned  both  long,  warm,  and 
endless,  and  a  sensible  coldness  fell  in  among 
them,  and  the  alteration  of  the  first  decla- 
ration was  dropped  for  some  days,  until  it 
came  in  another  shape  in  a  little  time. 

At  another  meeting  the  first  party  moved, 
thati  considering  they  might  hare  the  ene- 
my shortly  to  grapple  with,  a  day  for  fast- 
ing, prayer  and  supplication  might  be  kept, 
for  mourning  over  public  sins  and  defec- 
tions, deprecating  God*s  wrath  upon  that 
account,  and  wrestling  for  the  divine  pro- 
tection and  blessing  upon  their  present  en- 
deavours ;  and  pressed  a  particular  conde- 
scension might  be  drawn  up  in  mit  of  public 
defections.  I  shall  not  say  this  was  a 
fasting  for  strife,  and  not  a  loosing  of  the 
bands  of  wickedness;  but  in  fact  it  did 
turn  in  the  event  to  foster  and  heisfhten 
their  dissention  and  differences.  The  mo- 
derate party  expressed  their  fears  of  the 
tendency  of  such  a  proposal  in  their  present 
drcimistances,  and  reasoned  for  some  time 
against  the  condescending  upon  any  sins  in 
public  causes,  but  what  they  could  all  agree 
in.  They  were  over-ruled  and  four  minis- 
ters and  four  gentlemen  were  appointed  to 
bring  in  a  draught,  which  will  best  disco- 
ver the  view  of  the  proposers,  and  I  insert  it 
here. 

Enumeration  of  public    defections^   Juncy 

1679. 

'  As  to  those  before  the  restoration,  we  re- 
fer to  the  «  Causes  of  God's  Wrath."  Since 
the  year  1660  we  reckon, 

'  I.  The  universal  rejoicings,  bonfires,  and 
riotings  that  were  almost  everywhere 
throughout  the  land,  at  the  king*s  return, 
and  yearly  since ;  the  many  public  abuses 
then  committed,  and  frequent  profaning  of 
the  Lord's  name. 

'2.  The  establishing  of,  and  complying 
with  abjured  prelacy. 

'  3.  The  neglecting  of  public  testimonies 
and  protestations  against  the  erecting  of  that 
tyrannical  abjured  hierarchy,  and  against  the 
defacing  of  the  Lord's  glorious  work,  and 
overtnnnng  the  ri^ht  government  of  his 
hoase 


<  4.  The  great  and  public  ain  of  Duuiy,  m 
taking  unlawful  bonds,  called  bonds  of 
peace,  &c  which  are  contrary  to  our  lo- 
lemn  oaths  and  covenants. 

'  5.  The  paying  of  unlawful  cess  and  tax- 
ations, imposed  and  levied  ioir  keeping  up 
the  sacrilegious  supremacy,  and  for  main- 
j  taining  soldiers  to  suppress  the  gospeL 
j     '6.  The  complying  with  abjured   Ens- 
I  tianism ;  ministers  appearing  at  the  court  of 
usurping  rulers,  and  their  accepting  from 
i  them  warrants  and  instructiona    (founded 
'  upon  that  sacrilegious  supremacy)  to  admit 
them  to,  and  regulate  them  in  the  exerciae 
of  their  ministry  ;  their  leading  blindf<dd 
alongst  with  them  many  of  the  godly  in 
that  abjured  course ;  their  indulgence  be- 
coming   a   public  sin  and  snare,  both  to 
themselves  and  many  others.' 


However  well  this  enumeration  is  drawn 
to  answer  the  views  of  the  one  side,  it  is 
evident  that  such  as  were  upon  the  other 
side  could  never  go  into  it  I  am  told,  Mr 
Webh  was  not  with  them  when  the  draught 
was  appointed ;  but  he  and  Mr  Hume  very 
much  opposed  it,  and  posed  the  urgers  of  it, 
how  they  would  take  it,  if  he  and  those  of 
his  sentiments  should  tirge  a  fest,  because 
I  some  ministers  and  preachers  separated 
from  presbjrterians,  and  divided  them,  and 
preached  against  the  indulgence,  before  its 
unlawfulness  was  determined  by  any  judi- 
catory. In  short,  he  pressed  the  forenamed 
arguments  against  this,  and  gave  his  opinioa 
that  it  would  make  great  numbers  desert 
them,  and  hinder  many  gentlemen  and 
others  from  joining  with  them.  All  the  re> 
ply  given,  was  positive  assertions  that  these 
things  were  sinful,  and  ought  to  be  public- 
ly mourned  for.  Those  who  were  against 
this  enumeration  and  the  fast,  becanae  they 
perceived  it  would  not  be  kept  as  such  a 
solemn  work  ought  to  be,  could  not  yield 
in  this  matter,  and  so  there  was  no  fast  kept 
Thus  their  divisions  increased,  and  the  ne- 
cessary work  which  might  and  should  have 
been  gone  into,  was  by  their  debates  first 
delayed  and  then  entirely  marred.  And 
enemies  had  it  to  observe  and  remark,  that 
ministers  preached  and  prayed  against  one 
another.  And  Mr  Cargil,  they  say,  publicly 
protested  ibai  VHokC^  \m^qn«^  \x»  \m^  ^iha 


CHAP.  II.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


93 


from  another,  because  a  good  many  of  them    sitiye  declaration  against  him,  so  they      .^ 
would  not  go  into  a  day  of  humiliation.        I  might  be  excused,  and  not  urged  to  de- 

When  this  project  failed,  I  am  told,  Mr  ^  dare  positiTely  for  him.  They  pressed,  that 
Hamilton  took  upon  him  to  send  orders  to  all  mention  of  the  king  might  be  left  out  of 
Mr  Welsh,  Mr  Hum^  Mr  Rae,  and  others  any  paper  that  should  be  agreed  upon, 
of  the  more  moderate  party,  to  preach  since  they  could  not  in  conscience  positive- 
agaiost  the  indulgence,  otherwise  he  and  a  ly  own  him,  because  he  was  now  in  a  stated 
{rood  many  of  tho  oflioers  would  not  hear  •  opposition  to  the  interests  of  Christ,  and 
them.  It  is  said,  Mr  Rae  sent  a  very  home  had,  upon  the  matter,  declared  war  against 
and  close  answer  to  him,  and  desired  the    his  people ;  and  all  the  present  oppression^ 


messenger  to  tell  Mr  Hamilton  and  the  rest, 
that  he  hadbeen  wrestling  against  Erastian- 
ism  in  the  magistrate  for  many  years ;  and 
he  woold  never  truckle  to  the  worst  kind 
of  Erastianism  in  the  common  people ;  that 
he  would  receive  no  instructions  from  him 
nor  any  of  them  as  to  the  subject  and  mat- 
ter of  his  sermons ;  and  wuhed  he  might 
mind  what  belonged  to  him,  and  not  go  be- 
yond his  sphere  and  station.  Another,  and 
I  may  say,  the  prindpal  point  upon  which 
they  divided,  was  concerning  Uie  stating 
the  cause  whereupon  they  took  up  and  con- 
tinued in  arms.  The  clearing  of  this  will 
take  up  a  little  room ;  but  I  give  it  the  more 
lai^gely,  as  what  will  be  upon  the  matter,  a 
vindication  of  the  body  of  presbjrterians  in 
Scotland,  from  many  aspersions  cast  upon 
them  with  relation  to  this  rising  I  am  giv- 
ing the  history  of.  It  will  likewise  furthei 
let  us  into  the  difference  betwixt  the  two 
parties  at  this  time,  in  the  west  country  ar- 
my. When  a  declaration,  or  the  state  of  the 
cause  upon  which  they  now  appeared  in 
arms,  came  to  be  considered  in  their  meet* 
log  of  officers,  now  called  the  council  of 
war,  the  first  party  would  hear  of  no  othei 
state  of  their  quarrel,  but  upon  the  foot  of 
the  declaration  at  Rutherglen,  and  the  other 
a  little  after  that  before  mentioned.  They 
were  not  unwilling  to  have  them  amplified 
and  enlarged,  but  remained  peremptory  to 
have  the  same  materials  continued.  The 
moderate  party  proposed  another  draught, 
which  contained  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
kin/s  authority,  in  the  terms  of  the  third 
article  of  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant, 
as  we  shall  find  just  now  in  the  draught  it- 
self, and  desired  their  rising  in  arms  might 


cruelty,  and  persecution  in  Scotland,  for 
the  redress  whereof  they  were  now  appear- 
ing, was  carried  on  in  his  name.     And  in 
short,  such  a  state  was  inconsistent  with 
the  declarations  they  had  already  published ; 
and  that  the  covenants  bound  them  and  the 
whole  land,  first  to  God,  then  to  one  ano- 
ther ;  and  then  to  the  king  in  the  defence 
of  the  true  religion :  but  now  they  alleged 
the  king  had  actually  overturned  the  true 
religion,  set  up  prelacy  and  Erastianism, 
ruined  the  covenanted  woik  of  reformation, 
and  the  liberties  of  the  nation,  persecuted 
to  the  death  the  owners  of  both,  and  plain- 
ly broke    the  conditions   of  government 
sworn  at  his   coronation,  whereupon  his 
right  and  their  allegiance  were  bottomed : 
that  upon  the  whole  it  followed,  that  sub- 
jects' ties  to  him  were  loosed,  and  that  the 
words  of  that  article  of  the  covenant  ought 
not  now  to  be  used.    This  was  matter  of 
long  debate :  it  was  almost  fruitless  for  the 
moderate  party  to  urge,  that  in  the  year 
1638  the  general  assembly,  and  the  cove- 
nanters owned  the  king's  authority  in  the 
plainest  and  most  forcible  manner,  though 
he  had  declared  war  against  them:  that 
though  the  breach  of  many  of  the  articles 
the  king  had  engaged  to,  was  too  evident, 
yet  no  habile  and  competent  judges  had  de- 
clared so  much ;  and  they  questioned  much 
how  far  this  could  be  found  competent  for 
them :  that  this  method  of  throwing  off  the 
king's  authority,  would  directly  preclude 
all  redress  of  grievances,  and  getting  things 
that  are  wrong,  righted ;  and  evil  counsel- 
lors removed,  who  hud  been  the  authors 
and  springs  of  all  these  evils,  and  advised 
the  king  to  them :  that  their  not  owning 


be  stated  upon  that  foot    This  was  most  i  plainly  the   king's   authority,  would   un- 
vehemently  opposed  by  the  first  party ;  who    doubtedly  break  the  desi^  of  their  ^g^«c- 
nif^  that  as  they  bad  not  meatioBed  the  '  ing  toge^er,  and  effedMsWy  Vwi^ct  iQx^>a- 
k/nj-MBdAUiBtenst, Mod lud waved uk/po-  jtiidefi,  who  were  wV!ft\ng\oio\tiV>aftt^^t«fft. 
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coming  to  them.  In  short,  though 
*  in  reasoning  they  endeavoured  to 
answer  every  particuUr  advanced  by  the 
other  side,  yet  it  ^"as  to  little  purpose. 
They  were  very  fixed  to  their  sentiments. 
1  find  by  the  papers  whence  I  draw  this  ac- 
count, .that  it  'was  urged  by  the  first  par- 
ty ;  that  since  the  other  side  would  have  in 
the  third  article  oi  the  covenant,  that  the 
fourth  might  likewise  be  inserted:  that 
was  soon  found  to  be  a  mere  shift,  and  not 
much  insisted  upon,  and  so  dropped. 

After  many  debates  in  several  meetings, 
the  draught  of  a  declaration,  which  I  shall 
presently  point  to,  was  agreed  to  in  one  of 
their  meetings.  I  find  indeed  complaints 
in  the  papers  of  such  who  favoured  the  first 
party,  that  by  reason  of  the  absence  of  many 
of  the  officers  from  the  council  of  war,  and 
a  sodden  alarm  given  to  the  army,  the  meet- 
ing, where  this  paper  was  voted,  was  thin, 
the  thing  concluded  in  a  hurry,  and  some 
promises  given  by  such  as  urged  it,  that 
some  words  should  be  amended  before  it 
was  published,  which  were  not  fulfilled : 
and  from  this,  some  papers,  particularly  one 
WTitten  by  Kathillet,  says,  that  upon  June 
I3th  Mr  Welsh  and  Mr  Hume  published 
the  declaration  at  Glasgow,  against  faith 
and  promise.  What  truth  is  in  these  asser- 
tions of  the  one  side,  I  do  not  know,  havintr 
seen  nothing  written  by  the  moderate  party 
taking  any  notice  of  them.  1  am  apt  to  be- 
lieve many  gentlemen  were  come  up  by 
this  time,  who  brought  the  two  parties  to  a 
greater  balance  than  they  had  been  in  be- 
fore :  and  it  may  be,  upon  the  occasional 
absence  of  one  or  two  of  the  first  party,  the 
other  became  supernumerary.  However 
this  be,  upon  its  being  voted,  Mr  Welsh  and 
Mr  David  Hume  did  carry  in  the  copy  to 
GLisgow,  and  caused  publish  it  at  the  cross ; 
and  afterward  printed  it,  and  spread  it  up 
and  down  the  country.  I  have  inserted  the 
printed  copy  of  it  below.*     It  is  very  pro- 


•  Dedarationt  June  IS^A,  1679. 
As  It  is  not  unknown  to  a  great  part  of  the 
world  how  happy  this  church  of  J^rotland  was 
while  she  enjoyed  the  ordinances  of  Jesus  Christ 
in  pnrity  and  power,  of  the  which  we  have  been 
deplorably  deprived  by  the  establishment  of  pre- 
lacy; so  it  is  evident,  not  only  to  impartial  pcr- 
Mons,  but  to  professed  enemies,  with  what  un- 
^nUJeled  pMtience  and  connUincy  the  people  of 


bable,  had  not  new  divisions  and  the  ab- 
gagement  itself  prevented,  this  dedaratioo 
would  have  brought  in  great  nnmbera  to 
the  west  country  army.     Perhaps  the  dif- 


God  have  endured  all  the  cruelty,  injustice,  and 
oppression,  that  the  wit  and  malice  of  prriatei 
and  malifnanta  could  invent  and  exercise,  and 
being  most  unwilling  to  act  any  thing  which 
mignt  im|)ort  opposition  to  lawful  authority,  or 
engago  the  kingdom  in  war,  altluiugli  wc  ha?e 
been  all  aloug  groaning  under  the  overturning 
the  worlc  of  reformation,  corruptions  in  doctrine, 
slighting  of  worship,  despising  of  ordinanecs, 
changing  of  the  ancient  churdi  discipline  and 
government,  thrusting  out  of  so  maiiy  of  oar 
faithful  ministers  from  their  charges,  confining, 
straltly  imprisoning,  exiling,  yea,  and  putting  to 
death  many  of  them,  and  intruding  upon  their 
flocks  a  company  of  insufficient  and  scandakMii 
persona,  and  finmg,  cMifining,  imprisoning,  tor- 
turing, tormenting,  scourging,  and  stigmatizing 
poor  people,  plundering  their  goods,  quartering 
upon  them  by  rude  soldiers,  selling  of  their  po^ 
sons  to  foreign  plantations,  horning  and  iutciv 
communing  many  of  both ;  whereby  great  num- 
bers in  every  corner  of  the  land  were  forced  tii 
leave  their  dwellings,  wives,  children,  and  rela- 
tions, and  made  to  wander  as  pilgrinw,  still  in 
hazard  of  their  life,  none  daring  to  reset,  bar- 
hour,  supply,  (though  starving)  or  so  much  si 
to  apeak  to  them,  even  on  death-bed,  without 
making  themselves  obnoxious  to  the  same  pun- 
ishments ;  and  these  things  acted  under  cokrar 
of  law,  in  eflEect  tending  to  banish,  not  only  all 
sense  of  religion,  but  also  to  extinguish  natunl 
affection,  even  amongst  persons  of  nearest  rela- 
tions, and  likewise  groaning  under  the  intcder- 
able  yoke  of  oppression,  in  our  civil  intereati, 
our  bodies,  liberties,  and  estates,  so  that  all  man- 
ner of  outrages  have  been  most  arbitrarily  exer- 
cised upon  us,  through  a  tract  of  several  y«ars 
bypast,  particularly  in  the  year  1678,  by  send- 
ing against  us  an  armed  host  of  barbarous  sava- 
ges, contrary  to  all  law  and  humanity,  and  by 
laying  on  us  several  impositions  and  taxes,  at 
formerly,  so  of  late  by  a  meeting  of  preJimited 
and  overawed  members,  in  the  convention  of 
estates  in  July  1678,  for  keeping  up  of  an  armed 
force,  intrusted  as  to  a  great  part  of  it,  into  the 
hands  of  avowed  papists,  or  favourers  of  tbeon, 
whereby  sundry  invasions  have  been  made  upon 
UR,  and  most  exorbitant  abuses  and  incredible 
irisolencies  committed  against  us,  and  we  being 
continually  sought  after,  while  meeting  in 
houses  for  divine  worship,  ministers  and  people 
frequently  apprehended,  and  most  rigorously 
used ;  and  so  being  necessitate  to  attend  ths 
Lord's  ordinances  in  fields,  in  the  most  desert 
places,  and  there  also  often  hunted  out,  assaulted 
to  the  effuxion  of  our  blood,  and  killing  of  nome, 
we  were  inevitably  constrained,  either  to  defend 
ourselves  by  arms,  at  these  meetings,  or  be  alto- 
gether deprived  of  the  gospel  preached  by  hh 
faithful  ministers,  and  made  absolute  alavet;  at 
one  of  which  meetings,  upon  the  first  day  of 
June  instant,  (being  the  Lord's  day)  captain 
Graham  of  Ciaverhouse  being  warranted,  by  a 
late  proclamation,  to  kill  whomsoever  be  found 
in  ai'nis  at  tii'Id  conventicles  making  resistance^ 
^  did  fuTioaaly  assault  the  peonle  assembled ;  ttid 
\  further  to  |Mro^<kk«,  4V4  cxui^^  \?tt&,  VeiutVgM*i« 
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fcfVDoet  among  them  aDent  the  fiist  lui^^ht    of  the  body  ofprcsbyterianfl  tbrougli      .g 
fall  in  after  thin  in  order  of  time,  thon^rh  1    the  laud.  It  was  what  the  moderate 
hare  given  them  before  it :  -for  the  papers    party  with  difficulty  got  through.     Some 
I  have  before  me  hare  Tery  few  of  them    things  were  put  into  it,  if  jMMsible,  to  cement 
any  dates ;  and  the  great  heats  anent  the    both  parties :  but  tliat  would  not  do,  the 
choice  of  their  officers  certainly  fell  in  after    breach  rather  run  higher, 
this.  I      But  IcaTiug  this,  1  come  to  lay  before  the 

I  shall  make  few  reflections  on  this  de- '  reader  another  draught  of  a  declaration, 
claration.  This  was  a  time  when  things  [  which,  1  can  say,  was  the  general  senti- 
conld  not  be  got  done  as  many  wished  to  ments  of  presbyteriauH  tliroughout  the  no- 
bave  had  them.  We  have  seen  with  what  tion,  \i  as  approveu  by  the  moderate  party 
a  struggle  this  paper  was  got  through ;  and  at  Bothwell,  and  would  have  been  heartily 
when  it  was  voted  and  published,  Mr  Ham-  j  gone  into  by  them,  had  they  not  been 
ilton  and  some  otheri  complained  of  it,  and  cramped,  and  brought  to  quit  it  by  the  import 
would  scarce  own  it  as  the  deed  of  the  '  tunity  of  the  other  side,  and  a  willingness, 
meeting;  and  we  shall  find  some  who  died  if  possible,  to  agree  with  them  in  some 
aftervrarda,  put  upon  bearing  testimony  draught.  1  have  grouud  to  think,  however, 
against  this  as  a  defection.  However,  a**  that  they  took  in  as  much  of  it  as  they  had 
yet  it  was  not  directly  disowned,  but  highly  any  pronpoct  the  other  side  would  come  iu 
complained  of,  by  such  who  were  fur  other  to.  Tliat  the  reader  may  understand  the 
methods.  Upon  the  whole,  it  appears  to  genuinene!»s  and  conveyance  of  this  paper, 
me  to  have  been  fully  aatisfying  to  neither  which,  for  what  I  know,  hath  been  hitherto 
bide  and  their  8entiments«farlebs  the  opinion    in  the  hands  of  but  very  few,  it  may  be 


s  inifii«tcr,  with  some  other  people,  whom  lie  had  bi>ur  witnesM,  with  our  coiiscieiicefh  of  our  Inval- 
tbat  very  nme  morning  found  iu  their  houNest,  ty,  and  that  we  have  no  thoughUi  uor  intentioua 
and  aeverale  being  killed  on  both  Hides,  and  they  .  to  diuiiniHh  hin  ju^^t  p<i\ver  and  greatness.  .Sdly. 
Icuowirig  oertainlx,  that  by  law  they  behoved  to  The  obtaining  of  a  free  and  unliinitc<l  parliaF> 
die,  (if  apprehended)  they  did  Htand  to  their  ment,  and  of  u  frei'  general  uk-iembiy,  in  urder 
own  defence,  and  continuefl  together,  and  there-  to  the  redressing  uf  our  f(»reKuid  grievanoos,  for 
after  many  of  oar  friendv  and  countr)'nien  being  preventing  the  danger  of  fiopery,  and  extirpation 
under  the  aaine  oppreulon,  and  expecting  the  of  prelacy.  This  therefore  l>eing  the  rauM  we 
waic  meaaures,  did  freely  offer  their  awistance.  ap|H>ar  for,  and  reMilved,  in  God's  great  name. 
We  therefore  thua  inevitably,  and  of  absolute  t»  own  (hereby  homologating  all  the  tentimonivs 
necoMty,  forced  to  take  tbia  laHt  remedy  (the  of  our  faithful  auflferers  for  truth  in  Scotland, 
magistrate  having  shut  the  door  byalawagainHt  these  eighteen  years)  together  with  acknowle<lg- 
any  application,  that  whatever  our  griuvanceN  nient  of  hinii,  and  engagement  of  dutlLii,  we 
be,  either  In  tbiogi  civil  or  aacred,  we  have  not  humbly  retiuent  the  king'H  majesty  would  rc- 
the  privilege  of  a  supplicant)  do  Judge  ourselvea  ature  all  things  as  he  found  them,  when  God 
bound  to  declare,  that  these,  with  many  other  brought  him  home  to  IiIm  crown  and  kingdoms; 
hurrtfl  grievaneet  in  chorrh  and  state,  (which  and  if  that  cannot  be  obtained,  then  we  heartily 
we  purpose  to  manifest  more  fully  hereafter)  ;  and  humbly  invite,  intreat,  b<»eer.h,  and  obtest, 
are  the  true  causes  of  this  our  lawful  and  iuno-  ;  in  the  boweN  of  Ji>»u8  Christ,  all  who  are  under 
cent  self-defence.  And  we  do  most  solemnly,  i  the  same  bonds  with  us,  to  concur  in  the  de- 
iu  the  preacDce  of  the  almighty  God  the  search-  '  fence  of  this  common  cause  and  interest,  and 
er  of  hearts,  declare,  that  the  true  reas<ms  of  our  ;  that  they  would  not  stand  still,  and  see,  not 
continuing  in  arms,  ore  candidly  and  sincerely  1  only  us  oppressed,  but  this  foresaid  cause  ruin- 
thrae.  1st.  The  defending  and  securing  of  the  '  ed,  adversaries  highly  and  proudly-  insult  axalnat 
true  protcstant  religion,  and  presbvterian  gi>-  God  and  all  good  men,  friends  ot  the  truth  dis- 
vernment  foaoded  on  the  word  ot  Gofi,  and  courage<l,  yea,  the  protefitiuit  cause  in  Britain 
i^ummarily  comprehended  in  our  confessions  of .  and  Ireland,  and  even  yourselves,  within  a  little 
faith  and  catechisms,  and  established  by  the  time,  made  a  prey  of,  or  else  forced,  when  we 
laws  of  this  land,  to  which  king,  nobles  and  are  broken,  (which  the  good  Lord  prevent) 
people  are  solemnly  sworn,  and  engaged  in  our  dreadfully  to  wrong  your  couMriences.  Finally. 
national  and  aolemn  leagoe  and  covenants,  and  |  Because  we  desire  no  man's  hurt  nor  blood,  we 
more  particularly  the  «wfending  and  maintain-  ;  request  our  countrymen,  now  the  standing 
ing  ot  the  kingly  authority  of  our  I^nl  Jesua  forces  of  this  kingdom,  some  of  them  being  our 
Christ  over  his  church  against  all  sinful  supre-  friends  and  kinsmen,  not  to  fight  against 
macfa  derocatonr  tlierefio,  and  encroaching  there-  us,  lest  in  so  doing  they  be  found  figliting 
upon.  Sndly.  The  preserving  and  defending  the  against  the  Lord,  whose  cause  and  quarrel  we 
king's  mnjeaty's  person  and  authority  in  the  '  are  sure  he  will  own  and  m^^iwWy  c4)u\\\kxv^c^ 
■rcservatloo  and  defence  o/  the  true  religion  aitd  ',  seeing  we  itght  under  U\*  \ianner  ^Vvo  Va  ^i^ 
libertiao  4/  tie  kiagdam,  tkt  th»  world  m»y  j  Lord  of  hosts. 


96 


THE  HISTOttT  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


[BOOK  lU 


1679. 


proper  I  gire  the  historpof  its  coming 
to  my  hands.  The  reverend  Mr  Ro- 
bert Wylie,  minister  of  the  gospel  at  Hamilton 
since  the  rerolution,  lately  entered  into  the 
joy  of  his  Lord,  was  pleased  to  giye  me  the 
original  copy,  which  continued  in  his  hands, 
being  clerk  to  the  meeting  from  which  it 
oame.  The  shining  piety,  tine  taste,  excel- 
lent sense,  and  singular  accomplishments  of 
this  truly  great  and  good  man,  in  every 
branch  of  valuable  knowledge  and  learning, 
forbid  me  to  enter  upon  his  character,  as 
what  I  am  not  able  to  give ;  and  he  is  so 
well,  and  so  long  known  in  this  church, 
that  it  were  needless  for  me  to  offer  at  it 
I  only  take  this  opportunity  to  own  pub- 
licly the  encouragement  and  helps  I  had 
from  himself  while  alive,  and  from  his 
papers,  by  the  obliging  favour  of  his  relict, 
since  his  death,  in  compiling  this  history. 
Within  a  few  weeks  of  his  death,  when  not 
able  to  WTite  himself,  February  1715,  he 
sent  me  this  account  of  this  paper,  which  I 
give  here.  As  soon  as  the  reports  of  the 
rising  in  the  west  came  to  Edinbuigh,  a 
good  many  presbyterians,  gentlemen  and 
others,  used  to  meet  there  every  night  al- 
most. Those  persons  wanted  not  their  fears 
that  Mr  Hamilton  and  others  might  expose 
that  honest  and  sincere  appearance  of  the 
country  people,  by  running  to  extremities ; 
and  therefore  offered  their  advice  to  some 
among  them,  as  knowing  the  posture  of 
public  affairs,  and  circumstances  of  things ; 
and  frequent  messages  and  informations 
were  sent  to  the  west,  several  of  which 
were  not  very  kindly  entertained.  How- 
ever, the  paper  I  am  just  now  to  insert  was 
read  in  one  of  these  meetings,  and,  aAcr 
consideration,  was  agreed  unto.  All  the 
ministers  in  to^tna,  and  particularly  Mr  Ro- 
bert Fleming,  afterward  minister  at  Rotter- 
dam, at  this  time  prisoner  in  the  tolbooth, 
applauded  it  much.  The  view  they  had  in 
it,  was  to  state  the  west  country  appearance, 
upon  such  reasons  and  grounds  as  would 
bear  some  weight;  and  upon  such  a  foot  as 
the  party  in  England,  who  were  appearing 
for  civil  liberty,  might  countenance  them, 
and  if  grievances  there  could  in  no  other 
manner  be  redressed,  might  in  due  time  side 
with  them.  In  short,  the  view  they  had 
mu  to  enlarge  the  bottom  upon  which  they 


went,  so  as  their  quarrd  might  appear  just 
and  fidr  to  all  the  reformed  chnrches,  as 
well  as  agreeable  to  the  real  prindples  of 
our  refcnmation  fixna  popery,  oar  presbj- 
terian  establishment,  and,  abore  all,  to  scrip- 
ture and  truth.  The  difficulty  was,  how  to 
get  it  conveyed  to  the  west  country  army. 
I  At  length  Mr  William  Dunlop,  then  in  mj 
lord  Cochran's  family,  was  pitched  upon, 
and  he  undertook  it  By  the  naming  him, 
many  of  my  readers  will  know,  that  after- 
wards he  was  the  reverend  and  worthy 
principal  of  the  college  of  Glasgow;  since 
the  revolution,  whose  singular  piety,  great 
prudence,  public  spirit,  universal  know- 
ledge, general  usefulness,  and  excellent  tem- 
per, were  so  well  known,  that  his  death, 
now  a  good  many  years  ago,  was  as  much 
lamented  as  perhaps  any  one  man's  in  this 
church.  With  some  difficulty  Mr  Wylie 
conveyed  a  copy  of  the  paper,  at  one  fd  the 
rounds  of  the  south  side  of  the  town-wall, 
to  Mr  Dunlop ;  and  I  have  some  reason  to 
think  these  two  formed  the  first  draught  of 
this  paper.  Mr  Dunlop  took  the  occasion 
of  my  lord  Cochran's  horses  and  livery-men 
their  going  west,  and  came  with  the  paper 
unobserved  to  the  camp.  He  was  very  ac- 
ceptable to  Mr  Welsh,  who  was  much 
pleased  with  the  paper,  and  showed  it  to 
Mr  Hamilton,  who  was  a  little  sour  npoo 
it  However  a  council  of  war  was  called, 
Mr  Dunlop  was  not  admitted  to  speak  with 
them,  but  the  paper  was  rejected  very  posi- 
tively, yet  Mr  Welsh  made  use  of  it  in  the 
draught  abovementioned.  The  copy  of 
this  paper  sent  from  Edinbuigh,  I  set  down 
here  from  the  original  now  in  my  hands. 

The  declaration  of  the  oppressed  protestanti 
now  in  arms  in  Scotland, 

*  Since  it  hath  pleased  the  Lord  in  his 
holy  and  wise  providence,  to  call  together 
us  the  oppressed  people  of  the  western, 
southern,  and  other  shires  of  Scotland;  we 
judge  it  a  duty  incumbent  upon  us,  to  give 
the  world,  a  short  but  faithful  account  of 
the  causes  and  motives  of  this  our  appear- 
ance; which,  though  it  hath  been,  as  to  its 
immediately  antecedent  occasion,  altogether 
accidental,  and,  upon  our  part,  merely  de- 
\  {enA\e.,andLm\c\u3EL\»rf  ^^«^^^  iivw  ^obdiB^ 
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■  pnmdflBtiallj  itiM  in  another  and  tjrumicdl  manner.    Andwbere*  _„ 
p  do,  with  reference  thereUs  declare,  aa  we  haye  long,  but  without  effect, 
Mveaa  we  hare  long  and  patiently  expected  a  redress  of  these  onr  sad  and 

Wider  the  intolerable  yoke  of  op- 1  nnsnfferable  grievances,  all  applicatioiis  for 
«nd  persecation  npon  onr  bodies,  remedy  being  by  act  of  parliament  dedared 
oes»  liberties,  and  estates^  by  the  j  unlawful ;  and  those  worthy  patriots,  who 
,  rapine,  robberies,  fimngs^  oonfin-  haye  undertaken  to  make  a  representation 
priaonments,  banishments,  denun- '  of  the  lamentable  state  of  this  kiogdom, 

interoommunings,  tortnrings,  put-  ^  haying,  through  the  sinistrous  policies  of 
death,  and  all  manner  of  outrages  their  adversaries,  been  baffled  and  disap- 
m  been  exercised  upon  us,  through  pointed  in  their  attempts  for  relief.  And  it 
i  several  years  bjrpast,  particuhuiy  being  now  more  than  ever  apparent  to  ua» 
Mr  1678,  by  sending  against  us  an  that  there  is  a  formed  and  universal  plot 
KMt  of  baiiiarous  savages  upon  free  carried  on,  for  subversion  of  the  protestant 
oontrary  to  all  law  and  humanity,  religion,  and  for  subjecting  these  lands  un- 
rdng  of  a  most  unnatural  bond,  der  the  antichristian  bondage  of  popery,  as 
llegal  in  itself,  and  imprestable  by  by  secret  undermining  and  murderous  prac- 
rhich  are  too  many  and  grievous  to  tices  in  England,  so  by  the  open  introduc- 
israted,  and  too  recent  to  be  forgot-  tion  of  slavery  and  tyrannical  government 
ny.  For  maintaining  and  carrying  in  Scotland.  It  being  likewise  further  evi- 
lidi  wyust  and  horrid  designs,  there  dent  to  every  one  who  dotii  not  wilfully 
en  several  taxes  and  impositions  shut  his  eyes,  that  many  of  the  present 
B  this  land,  as  formeriy,  so  of  late,  Scottish  privy  council  do  signally  oontri- 
eeting  of  packed,  prelimited,  and  bute  to  the  promoting  of  the  same,  as  in 
d  members  in  the  convention  of  manifold  instances  might  be  made  appear, 
Jvly  1678,  intrusted,  as  to  a  great  so  particularly  in  this,  that  not  only  hither- 
[t»  in  the  hands  of  avowed  papists,    to  have  they  countenanced  and  tolerated 

known  masses,  and  massing-priests  and 
Jesuits  to  be  kept,  and  to  converse  in  and 
orbitant  abuses,  and  incredible  in-  about  Edinburgh,  and  through  the  nation ; 
I  committed  against  us.  Whilst ,  but  also,  that  the  lord  Macdonald,  a  pro- 
mwhile,  have  demeaned  ourselves  '  fessed  papist,  with  a  modelled  army,  mosUy, 
aoeably,  dutifully  and  loyally,  even  '  if  not  altogether,  consisting  of  papists,  hath 
mviction  of  our  adversaries  them- .  remained  in  arms  within  the  kingdom  for  a 
fho  were  never  able  to  chaige  us .  considerable  time,  without  any  effectual 
r  other  crime  than  that  of  serving  |  control  from  them :  but  on  the  contrary,  so 
NKrding  to  his  word  and  our  con-  far  are  they  from  a  vigorous  suppressing  of 
,  nick-named  by  them,  sedition  and  ,  popery,  that  it  doth  still  receive  remarkable 
I.  All  which,  as  we  have  more  encouragement  from  them,  in  that  not  only 
Bdent  reason  to  believe,  hath  pfo-  by  their  late  proclamation  of  the  7th  in- 
fipom  the  pernicious  influence  of  stant,  the  conduct  of  the  gentry  in  several 
ime  ministers  of  state  for  Scotland,  shires  is  committed  to  declared  papists,  and 
I  implacable  cruelty  and  malice  of ,  persons  popishly  affected ;  but  also  it  hath 
ies  in  Scotland,  and  from  the  agency   been  lately  proposed  and  agitated  at  the 


rers  of  them,  by  whom  sundiy  in 
have  been  made  upon  us,  and  the 


subordinate  and  ungodly  instru- 
by  whom  his  nu^esty's  &vours  to 
saaed  subjects,  the  results  of  his  own 


council-board,  and  narrowly  missed  of  pass- 
ing there,  that  the  said  lord  Macdonald, 
Tunth  his  popish  army,  should  be  indemni- 


mnty  and  native  clemency,  have    fied  for  all  that  is  passed,  and  invited  down 


her  totally  withheld  or  miserably 
I,  and  maimed ;  and  all  administra- 
chnrch  and  state,  contrary  to  equity 


upon  the  western  shires;    whereby  it  is 
unquestionably  dear,  that  they  are  more 
inclinable  to  reconcile  with,  embrace  and 
known  laws,  have  been  dispensed    cherish  the  most  bloody  an^  o\M^na^A  \A!- 
f  yean  bygone  in  a  most  arbitrary  |  pista,  than  to  ^ten  to  cnea  oi  o^Yc^aa^ 


I 
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IA70  P'^^®^^'^^-  -^^  which  abovemen-  person  of  a  notoriotis  popish  plotter,  which 
*  tioned  particulars,  here  huddled  up  we  mean  and  intend,  with  all  dne  respect  ta 
for  brevity  in  transient  hints,  with  many  authority,  and  deference  to  the  rojral  line, 
other  our  sharp  and  cutting  grievances,  we  In  the  prosecution  of  which  commendable 
intend  speedily,  God  willing,  in  a  more  and  Christian  ends,  as  we  hope  for  the 
ample  narrative  to  exhibit  to  the  world.  countenance  and  help  of  almighty  God,  the 
*  And  now  all  our  hopes  of  redress,  and  patron  and  protector  of  the  oppressed,  and 
prevention  by  calm  and  gentle  methods,  and  vindicator  of  his  own  truth,  so  we  do  ex- 
the  ordinary  course  of  justice,  not  only  from  pect  the  aid  and  concurrence  of  all  honest 
our  rulers  at  home,  but  from  our  neighbours  and  true  protestants,  to  assist  the  justice  of 
abroad,  being  utterly  cut  off  through  the  our  righteous  cause.  Protesting  always, 
prorogation  of  the  English  parliament,  from  that,  upon  the  obtaining  of  our  foresaid  just 
which,  under  God,  we  expected  that  a  speedy  and  reasonable  desires,  we  are  most  reidy 
and  effectual  check  should  be  given  to  to  lay  down  arms,  and  behave  ourselves 
these  growling  evils  and  imminent  dangers,  with  all  submissive  obedience  towards  lair- 
whereby  the  contrivers,  assisters,  and  abet-  ful  authority.' 
tors  of  the  foresaid  hellish  plot,  are  protect- 


ed from  that  punishment  which  their  crimes 


This  paper  speaks  for  itself,  and  I  need 


deserve,  the  imperial  crown,  if  the  king    say  nothing  upon  it.     Had  the  west  conn- 
should  decease,  or  be  violently  made  away    try  appearance  been  stated  upon  this  foot, 
by  his  treacherous  enemies,  which   God  :  it  is  probable  their  numbers  and  success  had 
avert,  to  be  devolved  upon  a  professed  po-    been  greater.     This  declaration  contains  a 
pish  successor,  an  eminent  promoter  of  the    succinct  account  of  the  present  drcmn- 
said  plot,  and  the  deplorable  calamities  and  !  stances  of  this  church  and  nation,  and  the 
miseries  of  this  land,  so  far  from  being  ter-    real    sentiments  of   the    most    judicioos, 
minatcd,  that  they  are  daily  increasing  to  a    knowing,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  sol^ 
more  prodigious  and  insupportable  height, ,  fering  presbyterians.     Upon  this   bottom 
through  the  constant  working  of  that  dia-  ,  this  rising  at  Bothwell  may  be  defended  in 
bolical  popish  plot,  as  well  in  this  as  the    the  same  manner,  and  almost  from  the 
neighbouring  nation,  as  is  now  beyond  all    same  reasonings  advanced  in  the   former 
rational  contradiction  manifest.     Therefore    book  with  relation  to  that  at  Pent  land :  yea, 
we,  finding  ourselves  under  an  unavoidable    if  circumstances,  and  the  present  state  of 
necessity  of  having  recourse  to  arms,  do,  in  j  things  at  this  juncture,  be  narrowly  viewed, 
presence  of  almighty  God  the  searcher  of !  with  the  hazard  Britain  and  the  whole  re- 
dearts,  declare,  that  as  nothing  short  of  the  .  formed  churches  were  in  from  popery,  we 
utmost  extremity  hath  driven  us  to  it,  so  [  shall  find  this  rising  to  be  much  upon  the 
the  reasons  of  our  continuing  in  arms  are    same  reasons  and  foot  with  the  revolution 
candidly   and   sincerely  none   other   than  I  1688,  and  the  abdication  of  the  popish  plot- 
these.     1st.  The  defending  and  securing  the    ter,  in  the  paper  complained  of;   and  all 
true   protcstant  religion  and  presbytcrian    the   unanswerable  arguments,  so  well  ad- 
government,  the  great  bulwark  against  po-  i  vanced  for  vindicating  of  that  happy  turn 
pcry,  founded  upon  the  word  of  God,  and    of  affairs,  will  support  this  rising  at  Both- 
established  by  the  laws  of  this  land,  to  both    well.      Indeed    the   west   country    people 
which   the  king,  nobles,  and    people  are  >  wanted  the  concurrence  of  persons  of  rank 
solemnly  sworn  and  engaged.     2dly.  The    and  quality,  and  had  none  of  the  nobility 
preservation  of  his  majesty's  royal  person  |  openly  joining  with  them ;  and  therefore 
from  the  insidious  projects  of  his  popish    allowances  must  be  made  as  to  some  dr- 
adversaries.      3dly.  The  deliverance  of  his    cumstances,  and  the  manner  of  their  appear- 
said  majesty  from  the  malicious  influence    ing :  and  probably,  if  persons  of  interest  io 
of  the  foresaid  wicked  counselloi*s,  and  of    the  country,  and  better  management,  bad 


this  kingdom  from  the  ruining  effects  of 
their  wicked  counsels.     4thly.  The  divert- 


directly  joined   with   them,  the    balance 
would  have  entirely  been   cast  upon  tbe 


ju^  of  tbe  succesaioa  from  falling  in  the  \  moderate  «v^e-.,  vcv^  VVv^  >i»ha;^Y  *>^  ^ 
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timed  heats  amon^  them  would  certainly  I  and  he  intimates  his  resolution  to  go 
hare  been  prerented,  and  a  stop  put  to  '  to  the  army  to-morrotv  early.  When 
•ereral  other  mismanagements  which  at-  at  Kdinburgh,  it  was  soon  known  he  was 
tended  this  attempt  for  national  and  rclirrious  willinjf  to  hear  prievaiiros,  if  presented  to 
liberty.  However^  even  those  steps  most  him:  it  seems  rare  bad  been  taken  at  Ixin- 
liable  to  exception  cannot  be  charged  upon  don  to  give  him  favourable  impressions  of 
prei»byterians  through  the  nation,  neither  presbyterian  ministers,  and  we  shall  after- 
altogether  upon  the  generality  of  those  who  wanls  find  them  applying  to  him.  Notice 
were  in  the  army,  as  is  pUiin  from  what  is  j  was  immediately  sent  to  the  west  country 
above  narrated.  The  moderate  party  did 'army  of  the  generars  good  inclinations,  that 
things  the  best  way  the  circumstances  they  they  mi^ht  accordingly  concert  matters ; 
were  in  at  present  allowed,  and  it  was  a  '  but  Mr  Hamilton  and  his  party  showed  a 
great  deal  easier  censuring  them,  than  act-  great  aversion  to  any  applic«itions  to  the 
iog  in  their  circumstances  at  this  time,  duke ;  and  some  papers  in»(iuuate,  that  the 
i  Hher  differences  and  heats  fell  in  among  ;  ))eople  who  had  been  acci^ssory  to  the  mur- 
the  west  country  army,  some  little  time  be-  der  of  the  an!hbishop,  did  M'hat  in  them  lay 
fore  the  engagement,  concerning  the  choice  to  mar  any  motions  this  way.  The  moder- 
of  their  officers,  and  the  offering  an  address  ate  party  were  entirely  for  presenting  their 
to  the  duke  of  Bucdeugh  and  Monmouth  grievances,  and  accommodating  upon  good 
when  he  came  west :  but  I  shall  leave  the  terms,  and  with  great  difficulty,  as  we  shall 
accounts  of  these  to  the  following  section,  hoar,  carried  it,  when,  I  may  say,  it  was 
where  I  am  to  consider  what  immediately    too  late. 

went  before  the  engagement,  and  the  de-        We  left  the  earl  of  Linlithgow  and  his 
feat  itself  at  Both  well-bridge.  ;  army  about  Edinburgh,  and  June  17th  I 

j  find  the  carl  in  his  liggerf  at  Kirk  hill-park, 

.  belou<;ins:  to  the  lord  Cardross,  whose  losses 

SECT.  VI.  ,  «*    °  ,..,,,,. 

were  ver}'  great  at  this  time  by  the  soldiers. 


Of  the  arrival  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  From  thence  he  ^mtes  two  letters  to  the 

and  march  of  his  army,  the  continuing  council,  June  17th  and  \hi\  which  contain 

divisions^  and  supplication  of  the  west  the  best  account  of  his  army  I  have  seen, 

country  army,  with  an  account  of  their  and  they  are  insert.  J     The  council  make 

engagement    and    defeat    at    Bothwell- 

•^  '  f  Or  lair,  i.  e.  place  of  relirement,  or  rest. 

Lifiger  aeemn  to  lie  derived  tVom   the  German 

We  have  already  heanl,  that,  upon  the  ac-  Lager,  a  rain|». — A'c/. 

counts  firom  Scotland  of  the   rising  in  the  :    I   Tivo  letters  from  Linlithgow  to  tftc  Chancdiar, 

.        Ai       1  •         L     al        J   •  r  '  June  I7M  and  \Hlh  1*)7J). 

west   country,  the  king,  by  the  advice  of  Kirkhill-i»ark,  June  17th,  1679. 

his  English  council,  named  his  natural  son.  My  lord, 

James,  duke  of  Buccleugh  and  Monmouth,*  .  V™  '^"'  ♦«  l^%  ^Tlu-u''''^TJi'^^^l'^  *'"' 

'  •     c!       1      J        J  inght  in  the  park  of  Kirkhill.     Most  ol  the  re- 

to  command  his  army  in  Scotland,  and  gave  gimenta  and  trooita  with  the  artillery  and  ammu- 

him  instructions  not  altogether  unfavour-  "«t»on  are  not  yet  come  up.     Sime  my  roming: 

- ,     .  ,  _,     .  ^     ,  ,  i_  T  1-  X  here,  I  did  send  out  a  nmaH  party  of  horse  and 

ab»eto  presbytenans,  of  which  1  have  not  drngMnii  towards  Monkland,  who  ha*  discovered 

seen  a  copy.     The  duke  made  all  despatch,  a  party  of  the  rebels  near  West- ('alder,  they  are 

and  parted  from  London  the  15th  of  June,  f  *>"*  *",  ^»^'^^*^  horse.    .So  soon  as  all  our 

ouu   |Mu«^  ».VM»  <^vm.«ivu  •  w  w  ,  jjQj.^  j^n,|   dragoons  arc  come  up,  I    intend  to 

and  was  in  Edinburgh  the  16th,  where  I  send  a  stronger  party  out  to  engage  them.    The 

find  him  that  day  admitted  privy  counsel-  pross  of  their  b«Kly  is  lying  about  the  Hagg*, 
,             •',                    '^  J    r               .,  trom  whence,  as  I  am  informed,  thev  send  par- 
lor.    His  instructions  are  read  in  cx>uncil,  ii„  over  all  the  countr>'.    M<wt  <»f  the  heritors 
_____^_^_^____,____^__^_________^^___^__  of  the  several   shires  are  at  iJnlilligow,  with 

whom  I    have  sent  a  company  of  dragoons  to 

*  **  He  was  brave,  generous,  aflTiible,  and  ex-  keen  guard  with  them.     My  lord,  it  is  very  sad 

tremely  handsome ;  constant  in  his  friendships,  to  have  so  many  militia   regiments  here,  and 

Jast  to  his  word,  and  an  utter  enemy  to  all  hardly  one  bit  of  bread  to  o.-il.  which,  it  not  re- 

cmelty.     H«  was  easy  in  his  nature,  and  fond  medied  by  your  lon\s\\\^,  V  Va\«  >'uv\  \o  V^^\(,% 

of  ponalar  jumlaoH^  which  led  him  inB^nnlhly  of  the  event.     1  hope  u\\  oC  un  Viev«  V\\\  ^o  oxKt 

iot0  allbh  mluartuae*. "—  WeJwood,  p.  172.  d uty  in  our  stalioiia,  bul  men  mu»l  tax.    N<)\aX 
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a  retom  to  ihem,  signifying  that  rebeh,  dated  June  IGth,  wliich  sUnds  be- 

*  pronsions  were  come  ap  to  him,  low.*     To  this  they  return  an  amwer, 

and  the  duke  of  Bucdeugh  was  to  be  with  which,  because  it  contains  some  further 

them  that  day,  and  desire  him  to  take  up  hints  of  the  state  of  things^  I  hare  added 


fit  quarters  for  his  army  at  BUuskbum,  and 
there  to  wait  the  duke's  orders.  That 
same  day  they  send  a  letter  to  Lauderdale, 
acquainting  him  with  the  general's  arrival, 
and  thank  the  king  for  sending  him  (which 


below,  f     Let  me  only  remaiky  that  in  the 


•  Jong's  letter  to  the  council,  June  16lk,  1679. 

Charles  R. 
Right  trusty  and  well  beloved,  Ac     We  gnct 

they  do  in  y«y  .ift  terms)  ind  coWude  ^^J  AJ^t£^  l^J'^^  STS^.'Sf  W 

With  giving   the  substance  of  the  major-  derdale  at  our  oommaod,  bav«  given  you  tint 

general's    letters   just  now  insert      And  «ti«factlon  which  we  intended ;   and  we  do  as. 

T         cxr^^^  -.L  •!  t  A.A.     jf  ■"'*«  yo»*»  t"**  yon  shall  always  find  us  ready  ta 

June  20th  the  council  receive  a  letter  from  ^f^e  you  all  the  assistanee  and  eooounumiicat 

the  king,  approving  what  they  had  done,    which  are  fit  upon  such  emerfeafea.     ne  an 

->«j  «<w«»:.;»»  41.A.M  ♦a  «*v  «.«   •<»«;no4-   ^^ii^    "l^o  ^^T  w«*l  Mtisfied  with  your  prudent  and 
and  requmng  them  to  go  on  against  the    ^^^  ^  ,„  ^,  ^^^  particalar.  ifentioned  in 

, . ;  your  last  letter,  dated  the  18th  iostaot;,  by  which 

you  advertise  us  that  you  have  sup^ied  Stirling 

rout  Is  to  be  taken  to-morrow  most  be  accord-    provided  for  our  forces,  called  in  major  Main, 

Ing  to  our  intelligence  this  night.     But  for  the    with  some  of  our  English  trwp^of  horse  and 

present  I  can  say  no  more,  but  that  I  am,  dragoons  under  his  command,  and  that  you  an 

My  lord,  speedily,  in  our  name,  to  cause  all  our  forces  to 

Your  lordship  s  most  humble  servant,        march ;  with  which,  it  is  our  will  and  plffasurc, 

LiNLiTii(;ow.     that  you  prosecute  those  rebels  with  fin  and 
Kirkh ill-park,  June  18th,  1679.        sword,  and  all  other  extremities  of  war,  that 
M  v  lord,  ;  othera  may  be  terrified  by  this  just  and  deatrved 

1  received  your  lordship's  of  yesterday's  date:  |  severity,  and  we  and  our  good  subjects  fnsd 
and  for  to  give  your  lordship  an  account  of  the  ;  from  these  frequent  rebellions,  which  would  ne- 
state  of  our  affairs,  and  numbers  of  the  militia  cessarily  follow  their  being  spared  at  this  time: 
regiments ;  we  have  here  the  regiments  of  East-  and  to  pnvent  their  securing  themselves  by 
Lothian,  the  Merae,  that  Perthshire  regiment  withdrawing  to  their  skulking  holes,  after  they 
commandeil  bv  the  marquis  of  Athole,  theother  have  committed  all  numner  of  mischief,  we  re- 
was  at  Linlithgow  last  night,  and  will  join  us  quire  you  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  in  gec- 
this  morning ;  the  two  Fife  regiments,  the  regi-  ting  the  best  intelligence  of  all  such  as  have  been 
ment  of  Angus,  I  believe,  will  join  us  in  our  engHged  in  this  rebellion;  being  fuUy  resolved 
march  this  day,  and  the  militia  regiment  of  the  to  bring  the  ringleaders,  even  amongst  these,  to 
town  of  Edinburgh ;  these  of  them  that  ore  condign  punishment,  suitable  to  this  notorious 
here  having  joined  us  late  the  last  night,  and  the  and  insolent  rebellion.  We  must  likewise  pot 
others  not  being  yet  come  up,  makes  me  inca-  you  in  mind,  that  all  care  and  diligence  be  used 
pablc  of  giving  your  lordship  an  exact  account  of  i  lor  discovering  the  murderen  of  the  late  arcb- 
their  numbers,  but  as  near  as  1  can  conjecture,  '  bishop  of  St  Andrews,  by  all  the  severity  that 
the  eight  militia  regiments  that  we  have,  will  law  will  allow,  and  that  you  punish,  with  all 
make  up  about  five  thousand  men.  The  heri-  rigour,  the  artora  in,  and  accessories  to  that  hor- 
ton  of  the  several  shires  are  not  yet  come  up,  '  rid  murder,  bv  assistance,  resetting,  or  other- 
except  those  that  came  from  the  east  with  us,  wise ;  all  which  shall  for  ever  be  debarred  from 
who  are  Iving  in  the  little  towns  most  adjacent  our  pardon.  So  expecting  to  hear  freqoently 
to  this  place.  These  that  C4ime  from  Stirling  from  you,  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell* 
are  lying  at  Linlithgow  and  Falkirk.  So  soon  Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehall,  the  sixteenth 
as  we  are  all  joined,  I  shall  not  fail  to  give  vour  day  of  June  1679,  and  of  our  reign  the  thirty- 
lordship  a  more  exact  account  of  our  numbers,    first  year. 

both  horse  and  foot.     We  are  to  join  at  Black-  Lauouu>ale. 

burn,  and  from  thence  we  will  take  our  mea-  '  f  CounciTs  answer  to  the  king*s  IcUer,  1679. 
suree  according  to  our  nitclligence.  It  is  im-  May  it  please  your  grace, 
possible  to  know  the  number  of  the  rebels,  until  His  majesty^  gracious  letter,  of  the  data  June 
we  force  them  to  draw  together,  they  being  now  16th,  did  create  an  universal  joy  amongst  us, 
dispersed  over  the  country.  All  the  account  we  1  wherein  his  royal  wisdom  hath  given  such  jost 
have  of  them  is,  that  their  body  is  lying  about  measures  and  directions  for  suppressing  of  this 
the  Haggs.  I  am  just  now  despatching  some  rebellion,  as  may  secure  his  government,  toge- 
Intelligent  persons  to  go  in  to  the  places  where  I  tber  with  our  religion,  lives  and  propert^ 
they  are,  for  mteUigence.  Yesterday  I  gave  j  from  being  endangered  by  frequent  insurrectkios 
vour  lordship  an  account  of  a  party  of  the  re-  of  this  nature,  which  would  infallibly  have  fol- 
beU  of  about  an  hundred  horse,  that  we  saw,  I  lowed,  if  the  insolent  rebels,  who  now  disturb 
upon  the  left  hand,  in  our  march.  I  command-  ^  this  kinedom,  should  have  been  spared  at  this 
ed  out  a  party  of  horse  and  dragoons  to  go  to  time,  and  not  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  sever- 
them,  but  before  they  came  witliin  any  distdnce  ities.  A  double  of  bis  majesty's  letter  we  traos- 
of  them,  they  run  for  it.  This  is  aU  the  account  mitted  this  morning  betimes  to  his  grace  the 
I  can  give  lor  the  present.     I  am,  duke  of  Buccleugh,  general  of  all  bio  majesty's 

My  Itjrd,  :  forces  of  this  kingdom.     Wo  sent  yeatcmight 

i  our  lordaitip  s  most  humble  servant,      ^  the  \a\rd  of  Vauu^Xu  \a  vf i&.\  uv^nv  %iid  conpli- 

LiMLiTiiGovr.     ment  h\m,  and  \o  Vno'vr  V\a  ci^«jn^%  V^busqr^ 
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Midst  of  olbflr  affairs,  Jane  19th,  after  the  >  be  net  fit  to  send  out  a  party  of  ,_. 
giiocnd  had  been  in  eooncU,  they  remit  it   horse  to  meet  him,  at  his  coming         * 
to  the  lord  Abbotahall,  and  Sir  Geoi;gpe  Kin-  that  day,  in  quahty  of  the  king's  lieutenant- 
noird,  to  call  for  a  list  of  the  prisoners  in  generaL 

the  Canoogtte  and  other  prisons,  and  ex- .  This  want  of  proYidons,  and,  as  some 
amine  their  case,  and  liberate  such  as  are  say,  the  general  his  waiting  for  some  appli- 
not  conoemed  in  the  rebellion,  as  they  find  cation  from  the  west  country  army,  made 
cause.  the  duke's   motions  westward  but  slow. 

That  day  the  duke  goes  to  the  army,  and  Meanwhile  friends  at  Edinburgh  endear 
marches  slowlywestward  toward  Hamilton;  Youred  to  dispose  the  people  at  Both  well 
next  day  he  complains^  in  a  letter  to  the  this  way,  and  likewise  directed  them  as  to 
eouncily  of  want  oi  proYision  in  the  camp  at ;  the  manner  of  their  management  in  all 
Muirhead,  which  hinders  them  to  march.  OYents.  The  double  of  a  paper  of  adYice 
Upon  which  the  laird  of  Lundin  is,  June  ,  sent  them,  is  before  me,  and  it  may  not  be 
2l8t,  sent  express  from  the-  council,  to  re-  improper  to  giYe  an  abstract  of  it  here.  The 
present  their  diligence  in  this  matter.  Be-  person  who  writes  giYes  it  as  his  opinion, 
fore  Lundin  comes  up,  the  council  hsYe  that  all  imaginable  affection  would  be  testi- 
another  express  from  the  general,  acquaint-  fied  to  the  duke ;  and  he  tells  them  this 
ing  them, '  That  the  bread  is  come  up,  but  may  have  good  efiects,  and  there  is  ground 
so  much  short,  that  it  will  not  serYe  them  [  for  it  '<  The  extremity,"  adds  he,  **  of  op- 
one  day ;  and  therefore  (with  some  sharp- '  pression  and  cruelty  so  long,  and  by  so 
ncss)  he  uigeth  them  to  send  what  they  many  Yarious  methods,  exercised  upon  you, 
promised,  and  giYe  orders  that  their  stores  !  only  for  adhering  to  a  matter  of  conscience, 
be  daily  sent  up  to  them,  as  they  would  not '  which  the  Ioyo  of  God  and  his  word  obliged 
infinitely  prejudge  his  majesty's  senrice.'  you  not  to  dispense  with,  for  which  you 
This  produoeth  another  letter  to  his  grace  haYe  been  traduced  to  the  king  as  haters  of 
from  the  council,  with  nineteen  cart-load  of  |  his  person  and  laws,  would  be  noticed ;  and 
proYisions,  promising  to  send  the  meal  to- '  you  would  vindicate  yourselves  with  ex- 
morrow,  and  laying  the  blame  upon  the  pressions  of  zeal  for  your  lawful  sovereign 
bakers.  But  some  were  oi  opinion,  the  and  native  country,  and  show  what  you 
general  was  not  very  acceptable  to  a  good  have  suffered,  and  how  long  before  you 
many  at  Edinbuigh,  and  this  slackness  in  j  would  any  way  appear  in  any  method  that 
the  coming  up  of  provisions  was  not  wholly  '  would  seem  opposite  to  his  authority,  which 
chargeable  on  the  bakers.  I  shall  only  you  are  persuaded  hath  been  abused  by  evil 
further  notice  from  the  registers,  that,  June  |  counsellors.  You  would  cheerfully,  and 
1^2d,  Dalsiel's  commission  comes  down  by  a  with  protestations  of  fidelity,  offer  your 
fiiying  packet,  which  the  council  immedi-  lives  to  his  majesty's  service,  with  a  reser- 
ately  forward  with  a  letter  to  the  duke,  I  vation  of  your  religion  and  liberty:  and 
leaving  it  to  his  grace's  consideration,  if  it   you  may  justly  challenge  your  enemies 


who  it  DOW  returned,  bringing  us  a  mo»t  jiut  by  God*8  blessing  and  assistance  attending  our 
and  encouraging  account.  He  tells  us,  that  a  ,  army  and  endeavours,  in  a  very  short  time,  by 
pirty  being  yesternight  sent  out  to  discover  the  your  grace,  to  give  his  mi^fstv  a  good  and  sati^ 
numbers  and  strength  of  the  rebels,  they  did  ,  lying  account  of  a  happy  victory  over  them, 
attack  a  party  of  theirs,  beating  them  in  to  their  \Ve  liave  no  journals  to  transmit  at  this  time, 
body,  and  killing  one  of  their  officers  upon  the  worthy  of  your  trouble,  or  his  majesty's  perusal, 
place,  and  that  tnebest  information  relates  their  we  having,  for  these  two  days,  been  constantly 
number  not  to  amount  above  six  thousand ;  that  employed  in  preparing  and  sending  supplies  and 
their  hone  are  now  quartered  in  the  new  park  provisions  towards  the  army,  and  in  ordering 
of  Hamilton,  and  their  foot  in  the  town  thereof,  some  other  necessary  matters  of  lesser  oonoem- 
Aa  for  our  array,  ho  telU  us  it  lies  within  two  ment.  That  nothing  may  be  wanting  which 
mileo  of  the  Kirk  of  Shots,  and  consists  of  about  may  encourage  his  majesty's  forces  in  this  ezpe- 
ten  thousand,  being  in  gocid  heart  and  condition  dition,  which  so  much  imports  the  security  and 
to  cngaga  tbo  reboM.  Just  now  we  have  advice  establishment  of  his  government,  and  the  bonoor 
from  my  lord  general,  that,  being  supplied  with  of  the  kingdom,  shall  be  the  zealous  and  asaidu- 
oeeeanrr  provuions,  be  Intends  once  to-morrow  ous  study  and  care  of 
to  be  Within  a  mile  of  the  enemy,  so  that  oom-  ,' 
jMtfliy  Atir  Atwm  with  oun,  we  amaot  doubt,  '  Your  graioa*a  moat Ykwn^Vt  i«r««D^a» 
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who  talk  so  much  of  their  loyaltj, 

'  that  none  ofthem  dare  do  more,  or  go 

fnrther  in  obedience  to  lawful  commands,  and 


distance;  in  all  which  it  is  reported  joa 
are  defective.  Have  a  care  you  be  not  a^ 
cure  upon  the  Sabbath  day :  your  enemiea 


for  the  honour  and  safety  of  your  soyereign,    are  waiting  an  advantage  against  you  here^ 
than  yon  are  ready  to  do.    You  may  truly   and  endeavour  to  catch  you  unprepared  to 
asser^  that  there  are  multitudes  through    meet  them.    It  is  generally  said  and  ez- 
the  nation,  who  from  many  different  rea-    pected,  that  the  duke  is  to  demand  the 
sons  do  not  appear  as  yet  with  you,  who  '.  murderers  of  the  bishop,  therefore,  if  any 
are  under  the  same  burdens,  and  equally  >  such  be  amongst  you,  cause  them  shift  for 
ready  with  you,  upon  the  securing  of  reli-    themselves ;   that  the  giving  of  them  up, 
gion  and  liberty,  to  answer  his  commands    which  it  is  like  some  of  you  will  not  incline 
at  home  or  abroad,  and  make  his  majesty  a    to  be  active  in,  may  be  evited,  and  yoa  freed 
terror  to  his  enemies,  especially  the  papists,    of  reproach  upon  this  score.     If  yoa  come 
Those  and  such  like  expressions  of  your    to  a  treaty,  you  may  represent,  that  there 
affection  and  zeal  will  stop  the  mouths  of  I  are  a  good  many  of  your  friends,  wise  and 
your  enemies,  therefore  it  will  be  your  wis-   sober  persons,  who,  though  they  have  not 
dom  and  interest  to  study  to  frame  your  joined,  yet  omni  your  quarrel,  and  are  alike 
hearts  to  such  sincerity  and  zeal  in  this  as    therein  concerned  with  you,  whom  you 
may  evidently  discover  itself.    It  may  be    must  consult,  and  have  their  judgment  in 
added,  you  rejoice  that  you  have  one,  and    what  you  do :  and  upon  this  score,  urge  a 
such  an  one,  as  above  all  others  you  desired    cessation  of  arms,  and  a  liberty  to  them 
to  lay  yoiu*  case   before,  being  hitherto  '  and  you  to  meet  together,  to  advise  what 
dreadfully  misrepresented  to  his  majesty,  !  length  you  may  come  in  obedience  to  the 
and,  by  acts  of  non-addressing  and  inter-    duke's  commands.     And  if  their  number  be 
communing,  rendered  hopeless  of  all  help,    startled  at,  as  supposing  this  a  shift,  you 
or  mitigation  of  your  oppression ;  all  access    may  name  a  few  of  these  who  may  be  most 
by  petition  or  otherwise  being  obstructed  ,  useful,  and  generally  acceptable.     An  ex- 
by  law,  and  it  being  a  crime  to  you  or  your    press  came  yesternight  to  the  duke,  they 
friends  to  essay  it.     Further,  he  assures  j  say,  with  orders  for  fighting :  what  his  re- 
them,  your  enemies  are  disheartened  many  '  solutions  are  thereupon  is  not  yet  known, 
of  them,  both  by  scarcity  of  provision,  and    His  commission  is  very  ample,  and  instruo- 
with  the  views  of  the  unreasonableness  of  |  tions  large ;  and  he  will  do  therein  as  he 
their  quarrel,  which  at  first  they  thought    finds  meet.     If  he  enter  upon  a  treaty,  it  is 
not  upon.    And  it  is  reasonably  supposed    likely  he  purposeth  not  to  fight  suddenly, 
these  discoveries  will  grow  among  them,    though  you  would  not  lie  secure.     If  he 
and  especially  the  gentry,  among  whom  are    enter  not  upon  a  treaty,  be  upon   your 
divisions  and  dissatisfaction ;  and  the  mili-    guard.     This  is  in  great  haste;  the  only 
tia  will  probably  soon  weary  either  in  wait-    wise  God  direct  and  assist  you. 
ing  or  following :  so  that  it  is  their  design  I      P.  S.  "  It  will  be  convenient  the  cessa- 
and  great  interest  to  fight  suddenly,  if  con-  !  tion  of  arms  be  only  during  the  treaty,  and 
ditions  be  not  agreed  upon ;  and  their  num-    the  treaty  as  short  as  may  be,  because  they 
ber  is  formidable,  and  many  of  them  reso-    expect  great  force  from  England  and  Irc- 
lute,  and  they  must  not  be  despised.  There-    land." 

fore,"  adds  he,  "  it  will  be  most  reasonable  I  have  given  the  larger  account  of  this 
for  you,  damping  to  your  enemies,  and  what  paper,  because  it  contains  some  hints  at 
will  prevent  blood,  upon  your  not  coming  matters  of  fiEict  I  have  not  elsewhere  met 
to  an  agreement,  to  keep  at  distance,  and  with.  The  advice  was  kindly  given,  and 
slum  fighting  for  a  time,  unless  you  can  do  well  received  by  a  good  many  in  the  army, 
it  with  seen  advantage,  by  a  surprisal,  am-  but  their  growing  differences  hindered 
buscade,  or  the  like.  In  the  mean  time,  theirhearkeningtbany  thing  of  this  nature, 
you  would  not  lie  too  sparse  and  open,  but  ,  Their  former  discord  anent  the  state  of 
keep  your  bod/  as  close  as  you  can ;  and  let  their  appearance,  and  their  declaratioiiy  did 
jrour  scouts  be  many,  strong,  and  at  a  good    a  va&t  de«^  o^  \ixal  \a  Wv«  cxraooMu  ctnsc^ 
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and  to  lioih  sides.  When  the  reports  of  it 
came  abroad,  multitudes  who  were  coming 
to  the  army  Were  disconragfed,  and  great 
numbers,  when  they  came  to  the  camp,  and 
saw  how  matters  went,  yery  soon  left  them. 
And  1  find  both  sides,  in  their  papers,  com- 
plaining of  this ;  Mr  Hamilton's  party  espe- 
cially, towards  the  close  of  this  rising,  aud 
when  the  moderate  party  overbalanced 
them,  complained  that  many  came  to  the 
camp,  and  finding  that  the  cause  was  not 
clearly  stated,  and  the  indulgence  not  plainly 
opposed,  they  left  the  army :  the  other  side 
complain,  I  imagine,  with  as  much  reason, 
that  many  quit  the  camp,  and  more  who 
wished  them  well,  came  not  up,  by  reason 
of  the  heights  and  extremities  run  into  by 
many. 

As  the  time  of  the  engagement  approach- 
ed, these  differences  run  higher.  The  pub- 
lishing the  abovenamed  declaration,  June 
13th,  did  yery  much  ruffle  those  who  op- 
posed it ;  and  they  were  not  only  broken 
in  their  affections,  but  the  common  soldiers 
were  under  no  kind  of  discipline :  their  con- 
fusions increased,  and  numbers  lessened 
mnch,  before  the  king's  army  came  up;  and, 
as  hath  been  hinted,  they  wanted  skilled 
officers ;  their  arms  were  out  of  case ;  they 
had  yery  little  ammunition,  their  rising 
being  without  any  prior  concert ;  and  were 
in  very  melancholy  circumstances. 

It  is  unpleasant  to  me,  and,  I  think,  would 
be  tedious  to  the  reader,  to  run  through  all 
the  differences  which  fell  in  among  them. 
Upon  their  receiving  the  news  of  the  duke's 
being  come  down,  it  was  moved,  that  their 
army  should  be  modelled,  and  officers  chosen 
who  had  most  knowledge  of  military  busi- 
ness, and  would  be  most  acceptable  to  the 
men ;  and  it  was  hoped  this  would  help  to 
introduce  some  order  and  discipline,  and 
prevent  men's  coming  and  going  as  they 
pleased. 

Before  this  proposal,  some  jealousies  had 
been  taken  up,  that  some  Among  them  who 
inclined  to  heights,  were  of  principles,  and 
upon  designs  which  could  not  be  approven. 
This  jealousy  was  strengthened  by  an  inci- 
dent which  fell  in :  a  person  unknown  to 
them,  came  into  one  of  their  meetings,  with 
a  paper,  as  he  said,  from  some  ministers  and 
othen^  whiiAtbejr  earnestly  demred  all  mh^ht 


sign,  for  the  removal  of  jealousies  and 
surmises.  The  tenor  of  it  was,  «  We 
the  officers  of  the  presbyterian  army,  do 
hereby  declare,  that  we  have  no  intention 
or  design  to  overturn  the  government  civil 
or  ecclesiastic  whereunto  we  are  solemnly 
sworn  by  our  national  and  solemn  league 
and  covenants ;  and  that  it  is  our  judgment 
and  opinion  that  all  matters  now  in  contro- 
versy be  forborne,  and  referred  to  be  deter- 
mined by  their  proper  judicatories,  viz,  a 
free  and  unlimited  parliament,  and  a  lawful 
general  assembly."  Whether  this  was  a 
contrivance  of  the  moderate  party,  to  try 
the  other  side,  or  a  paper  sent  by  some  pres- 
byterians,  who  had  not  as  yet  joined  the 
army,  I  cannot  determine;  neither  do  I 
know  what  port  of  this  declaration  was 
scrupled  at,  further  than  the  answer  given 
by  Mr  Hamilton  and  that  side  bears,  \vhi«;h 
seems  to  fix  upon  the  lost  part,  and  it  won, 
*  That  before  signing  that  paper  offered  to 
them,  they  behoved  to  be  informed  more 
particularly  what  these  things  were,  which 
were  Ui  be  forborne  till  determined  in  a 
lawful  parliament  and  assembly.'  There 
was  no  more  of  this  for  a  little  space ;  and 
Mr  Hamilton's  party  in  their  papers  com- 
plain, that  their  enemies  branded  them  with 
anarchical  and  antimonan^hical  principles, 
because  they  declined  the  signing  of  this 
paper.  Be  this  as  it  Vi'ill,  the  former  mo- 
tion was  made  by  the  moderate  party,  that 
officers  should  be  chosen  by  common  con- 
sent ;  and  that  all  of  them  give  it  under 
their  hands,  that  they  had  no  design  to 
overturn  the  government  of  the  nation. 
The  first  party  alleged,  that  such  a  sub- 
scription imported  a  groundless  innuendOy 
as  if  some  of  them  were  engaged  in  such  a 
plot.  As  to  the  officers,  Mr  Hamilton  said, 
they  had  pitched  upon  the  best  they  could 
think  upon ;  and  declared  for  himself  and 
the  rest  who  joined  with  him,  that  if  the 
cause  were  right  stated,  and  a  day  of  hu- 
miliation gone  into  for  their  own  sins,  and 
the  sins  of  such  who  joined  M'ith  them,  so 
that  they  could  satisfy  themselves  as  to  the 
righteousness  of  the  quarrel,  they  would 
most  willingly  demit,  and  would  cheerfully 
ride  as  volunteers.  Both  of  the  proposals 
were  dropped  for  a  time. 
But  when  the  modcn^  \isxV}  'wt^ 
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qviaiBted  with  the  dake*s  wiUingneflS  of  others,  upon  the  soppoeitioa  they  wtn 
to  receiTeapplicatHm  from  them,  they  ging,  aad  thiit  their  cMue  mmt  he  stated 
nrg^  upon  the  Thunday,  or  Friday  before  upon  that;  and  thus  the  debates  fisll  in 
the  engagement,  the  drawing  an  address  to  his  again  upon  the  indulgenceb  to  that  height 
grace,  and  the  presenting  of  their  grievan-  that  some  <^  the  first  party  rose  up  and 
oes.  The  first  party  staved  this  <tf  as  h>ng  protested,  that  seeing  there  were  teyerak 
as  they  could,  some  of  them  being,  as  we  come  into  the  council  of  war,  who  were 
haye  heard,  against  decUring  themselves  at  strangers,  and  they  knew  not  their  prince- 
present  for  or  against  the  king's  authority,  pies,  and  had  never  been  in  any  of  their 
and  some  from  other  reasons;  yet  it  was  not ,  meetings  before,  that  none  might  be  admii- 
Wng  this  matter  could  be  delayed  now,  for  ted  to  vote,  but  such  whose  honesty  wm 
the  king^s  army  was  marching  up  to  them,  known,  and  the  stanchneas  of  their  prin- 
and  upon  Saturday  came  toii'ards  Bothwell- ;  ciples.  This  was  interpreted  to  be,  that 
muir.  none  should  be  admitted  bnt  these  who  de> 

I  shall  not  renuuk  any  thing  here  of  the  .  dared  themselves  against  the  indulgence; 
severities  and  oppression  of  the  country  and  Mr  Hamilton,  who,  as  one  of  hb  own 
through  which  the  king's  army  came,  though  side  acknowledges  npon  this  occasion^ 
I  have  in  my  view,  considerable  losses  of  mo-  **  was  often  too  forward,  pretending  to  ex* 
ney  and  goods,  which  the  parishes  of  Liv-  ercise  a  power  which  he  had  not,  and  thst 
ingstone.  Shots,  and  Bothwell,  sustained,  his  carriage  at  this  time  gave  just  oocasioa 
Great  confusion  and  outrages  are  ordinary  ,  of  offence  to  both  sides,*'  opposed  mocfa 
in  those  cases :  neither  shall  I  notice  what .  the  consulting  with  the  ministers  there,  be- 
I  find  observed  as  to  the  uncautious,  if  not  cause,  he  said,  none  of  the  fidthful  ministen 
unskilful  march  of  the  regular  troops  west-  were  present,  but  only  such  who  owned  the 
ward,  in  a  line,  if  it  may  be  so  called,  for  indulgence ;  adding,  that  since  the  sword 
two  miles  of  way.  It  is  well  for  them  they  !  was  drawn,  he  thought  it  duty  to  appear 
had  as  unskilful  people  to  deal  with,  for  if'  against  all  sin.  It  was  reported  he  laid  hb 
any  body  had  been  among  the  country  hand  upon  bis  sword  when  he  spoke  whst 
people,  knowing  the  art  of  war,  the  regu-  follows ;  but  Mr  Hackston  of  Rathillet,  ia 
lar  troops  might  have  been  attacked  and  his  relation  of  the  divisions  at  Bothwell, 
scattered  with  a  very  small  number.  But  denies  this,  but  owns  he  added,  ^  I  hare 
I  return  to  the  state  of  the  army  now  in  dra\ini  my  sword,  and  am  equally  ready 
Hamilton-muir.  |  against  the  indulged  men  and  curates."    So 

The  officers  met  upon  Saturday,  June  hi^h  did  the  flame  rise  at  a  time  when  har- 
21st,  where  the  moderate  party  were  su-  mony  was  absolutely  necessary.  The  mo- 
pemumerary,  by  the  accession  of  a  good  derate  side  continued  to  urge  to  have 
many  gentlemen  of  some  note,  who  joined  leaders  chosen  who  were  most  capable  of 
them,  and  could  not  well  be  excluded  the  '  that  trust,  whether  for  or  against  the  indnl- 
meeting,  which  they  named  the  council  of  gence,  whereupon  Mr  Hamilton,  and  a 
war.  At  this  meeting  their  debates  run  good  many  with  him,  left  the  meeting, 
higher  than  ever,  even  when  the  enemy  telling  them  as  they  went  away,  **  That 
was  within  their  view.  Much  of  what  had  hitherto  they  had  carried  on  this  work,  and 
been  formerly  upon  the  field  was  now  tabled,  now  since  they  were  setting  up  upon  the 
especially  the  matter  of  addressing  and  mo-  ■  foot  of  the  indulgence,  they  had  no  freedom 
delling  the  army.  To  begin  with  the  last,  to  venture  their  lives  in  that  cause."  The 
it  was  urged,  that  all  places  in  the  army  be  persons  who  went  out  ^ith  Mr  Hamilton, 
declared  vacant,  and  officers  now  harmon-  as  far  as  Rathillet,  fr^m  whence  I  take  this 
iously  chosen,  that  they  might  be  entirely  account,  remembers,  were,  John  Ptaton, 
one  when  the  engagement  came.  The  first  ^  William  Carmichael,  James  Hendrie,  Heniy 
party  answered,  They  were  most  willing  Hall,  Andrew  Tumbull,  John  Haddoway, 
upon  the  conditions  I  just  now  narrated:  William  Cleland,  Walter  Smith,  Alexander 
the  other  side  expressed  their  surprise  that  Ross,  James  Fowlis,  David  CaldweU,  John 
they  must  he  farced  to  mourn  for  the  uns   ljOwdou,B«Yf\\etTYf^«4\e^lQhii  Hamilton, 


3AP.   II.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


105 


mes  Johnstmi,  and  John  Balfour.    We 

9  not  to  tliink  that  all  these  persons  were 
the  same  character,  although  at  present, 
people  who  had  reasoned  npon  one  side, 
i  party  men  use  to  do,  they  withdrew. 
me  of  them  were  rery  far  from  inclininj^ 
yir  Hamilton's  measures,  and  sereral  of 
•m,  some  say,  Mr  Hamilton  himself,  sub- 
ibed  the  supplication  to  the  duke.  Those 

10  remained  choosed  a  new  preses  and  a 
rky  and  fell  npon  their  business.  They 
re  tmwiUing  to  nominate  officer^,  iihen 

many  were  absent,  and  only  talked  a 
:le  upon  it ;  and  the  persons  they  spoke 

frere  Major  Learmond,  John  Paton, 
illiam  Carmichael,  William  Cleland,  Ro- 
rt  Fleming,  and  others.  Nothing  was 
deluded;  but  they  came  closely  to  con- 
ler  of  an  application  to  the  duke  of  Buc- 
•ugh,  that  being  an  afiair  could  not  allow 

a  delay;  and  I  find  they  drew,  and  un- 
imously  voted  a  supplication  to  his  grace. 
A  copy  of  a  supplication  to  the  duke,  is 
st  now  in  mine  eye,  but  whether  it  was 
iiat  was  agreed  to  by  this  meeting,  I 
nnot  say,  or  only  a  draught  proposed  to 
em.  If  this  be  not  their  yery  draught, 
ere  is  little  question  but  it  would  run  in 
js  stnun;  and  it  appears  to  have  been 
Iculate  to  introduce  a  second  application, 
he  reader  probably  will  be  desirous  to  sec 
,  and  it  mus. 

To  the  right  noble  and  potent  prince,  James 
Duke  of  Bnccleugh  and  Monmouth, 
general  of  his  majesty's  forces  now  in 
Scotland,  the  humble  supplication  of  the 
Nonconformists  in  the  west,  and  other 
places  of  this  kingdom,  now  in  arms,  in 
their  own  name,  and  in  the  name  of  all 
tUe  rest  of  those  who  adhere  to  us  in  the 
church  and  kingdom  of  Scotland, 


M 


Ilimibly  showeth. 


That  whereas  we  the  presbyterlans  of  the 
[lurch  and  kingdom  of  Scothmd  being,  by 
long  continued  tract  of  violence  and  op- 
ression  upon  us,  in  our  lives,  liberty,  for- 
me, and  conscience,  and  without  all  hope 
r  remedy,  cut  off  from  all  access  of  poti- 
oning,  and  that  by  an  act  of  parliament, 
od  discharged  to  pour  out  our  just  grie- 
MBceg  mnd  complaints;  and  our  lives  being 


made  so  bitter  by  cruel  bondage,  as 
death  seemed  more  eligible  than 
life,  the  causes  whereof  we  liavo  partly 
mentione<l  in  our  declaration;  and  being, 
by  an  unavoidable  necessity,  driven  unto 
the  fields  in  arms,  in  our  own  innocent  self- 
defence.  And  now  looking  on  it  as  a  most 
fiivourable  providence,  that  your  grace  is 
come  amongst  us  at  such  a  time,  of  whose 
princely  clemency,  and  natural  goodnesH, 
and  aversion  from  shedding  of  christian 
blood,  we  have  had  so  savoury  a  report: 
we  accept,  with  all  thankfulness  to  God,  of 
this  opportunity  to  lay  before  your  grace 
our  sad  grievances  and  humble  requests; 
all  which,  we  know,  will  be  misrepresented 
to  your  gracre,  by  such  who  have  stu<liously, 
yet  ndthout  any  just  ground,  except  in  the 
matters  of  our  God,  been  the  principal 
actors  of  our  sad  and  deplorable  sufferings. 
May  it  therefore  please  yoiu*  grace  to  grant 
liberty,  under  safe  conduct,  to  some  of  our 
number,  to  address  themselves  to  your 
grace,  and  to  lay  open  our  heart  in  this 
matter,  and  that  some  speedy  and  effectual 
redress  may  be,  by  your  grace's  favour  and 
authority,  made,  to  the  establishing  of  the 
nation's  peace.  In  doing  whereof,  your 
grace  shall  do  that  which  is  most  accept^ 
able  to  the  Lord,  commend  yourself  to  the 
generality  of  the  people,  as  a  reliever  of 
the  oppressed,  and  a  seasonable  preventer 
of  all  the  miseries  and  ruins  that  threaten 
this  poor  land,  yea,  and  we  doubt  not  shall 
bring  upon  you  the  blessings  of  many  thou- 
sands, men,  women,  and  children,  though 
not  i^ith  us,  yet  sincere  lovers  of  ns,  and 
favourers  of  our  righteous  cause.  That  the 
good  Lord  may  incline  your  grace's  heart 
to  this,  is  the  humble  desire  and  earnest  re- 
quest of, 

"  May  it  please  your  ^;mc^i 

«*  Your,  &c." 

After  the  meeting  had  resolved  upon  a 
supplication,  pains  was  taken  to  get  in  the 
officers,  M'ho  had  withdrawn,  to  sign  it. 
This,  and  some  other  things,  cost  them  so 
much  time,  that  the  supplication  was  not 
Kcut  tliat  night;  and  a  good  many  were 
content  to  put  their  hands  to  it  era  next 
day.  To-morrow,  SaV>\)aV\\>  iviw^i  'i'^^  ^n». 
duke  and  his  army  were  cot»<i  Vw  ^ft^slOsvv?^ 

u 
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mair,  and  their  advanced  guards  to 
'  Bothweli  town,  within  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  of  the  bridge.  The  country  men  lay 
encamped  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  of 
Clyde,  in  Hamilton  muir,  and  had  an  ad- 
vanced party  ready  to  dispute  the  passage 
at  the  bridge  over  the  river,  called  Both- 
well  bridge,  if  the  king*8  army  should  ven- 
ture to  essay  it 

Mr  David  Hume,  and  the  laird  of  Kait- 
loch,  and,  some  say,  Mr  John  Welsh,  had 
been  named  to  go  to  the  duke  with  the 
supplication ;  and,  upon  the  Sabbath  morn- 
ing early,  tUey  weut  in  disguise :  yet 
Claverhouse,  having  some  jealousy  of  them, 
watched  them  upon  their  return,  and  hav- 
ing got  some  hint  of  them,  saluted  them  by 
their  names.  They  had  very  ready  and 
easy  access  to  his  grace,  and,  beside  the 
supplication,  it  seems,  were  instructed  to 
make  the  following  demands.  '  That  they 
might  be  allowed  the  free  exercise  of  reli- 
gion, and  to  attend  gospel  ordinances  dis- 
pensed by  their  own  faithful  presbyteriun 
ministers,  without  molestation :  that  a  free 
parliament,  and  a  free  general  assembly, 
without  the  clogs  of  oaths  and  declarations, 
should  be  allowed  to  meet,  for  settling  af- 
fairs both  in  church  and  state ;  and  that  all 
those  who  now  are,  or  have  been  in  arms, 
should  be  indemuiiied.'  The  duke  heard 
their  demands  very  patiently,  and  told  them, 
'  that  the  king  had  given  him  no  express 
instructions  concerning  these  matters,  but 
assured  them,  upon  his  honour,  he  would 
interpose,  and  use  his  interest  to  the  utmost 
with  his  majesty  for  granting  their  desires ; 
and  he  was  very  confident  he  M'ould  be  able 
to  procure  from  his  majesty  satisfaction  to 
them,  for  ho  reckoned  their  desires  reason- 
able and  just :  but,  in  the  mean  time,  he 
acquainted  them,  that  he  would  engage  to 
do  nothing,  nor  so  much  as  come  in  terms 
with  them,  till  they  laid  down  their  arms, 
and  betook  themselves  to  his  mercy ;  and 
despatched  them  back  to  their  friends,  and 
ordered  them  to  bring  him  information,  in 
half  an  hour  at  furthest,  whether  they 
would  accept  of  quarters  upon  these  terms, 
and  at  the  same  time  he  gave  orders  to  his 
army  to  advance  toward  Bothwell-bridge.' 
Jsow  the  fatal  nature  of  their  divisions 
Jbe^B  to  appear.     When  the  commissioners 


came  back,  the  offLcers  fell  a  debating,  and 
would  come  to  no  resolution.     Mr  Hamil- 
ton, who  assumed  the  general  command, 
was  against  all  accommodation,  and  others 
did  not  relish  the  proposal  of  laying  domn 
their  arms ;  in  short,  they  were   quite  dis- 
jointed and  broken,  and  nothing  was  agreed 
upon,  nor    any  answer    returned   to  the 
general.     So  the  lord  Livingstone,  upon  the 
head  of  the  foot-guards,  came  up  with  the 
cannon  to  force  the  bridge.     A  guard  of 
two  or  three  hundred  country  men  were 
set  to  keep  the  bridge,  consisting  of  Kippen 
and  Galloway  men.     Hackston  of  Kathillet 
was  one  of  the  commanders  of  this  guard, 
and  showed  abundance  of  bravery,  and  the 
men  defended  the  bridge  with  a  great  deal 
of  gallantry.     Several  of  the  soldiers  were 
killed,  the  country  men  stood  their  ground 
near  an  hour,  making  a  brisk  resistance,  tiH 
their  ammunition  failed  them.     Wlien  they 
found  their  powder  and  ball  fidling  short, 
they  despatched  up  to  their  general,  either 
to  send  them  down  ammunition,  or  a  fresh 
body  of  troops  well  provided.     Instead  of 
tliis  he  sent  back  orders  to  them,  forthwith 
to  quit  the  bridge^  and  retire  to  the  body  of 
the  army,  which  at  length  with  very  sore 
hearts  they  did,  their  main  strength  lying 
in  keeping  that  pass.     Thus  it  was  most 
shamefully  parted  with  by  brave  men,  for 
want  of  necessary  supply :  had  they  main- 
tained that  pass,  which  might  easily  hare 
been  done,  all  had  been  well ;  but  when  it 
was  lost,  there  was    no  more  resistance 
made  to  the  king's  forces. 

The  duke,  upon  this,  ordered  the  whole 
army  to  pass  the  bridge,  with  cannon  be- 
fore them,  which  they  planted  against  the 
west  country  army,  and  played  a  little 
upon  them.  Meanwhile  the  king's  forces 
drew  up  very  leisurely  behind  their  cannon; 
nor  did  IVIr  Hamilton,  as  far  as  I  can  learn, 
ever  once  aim  to  attack  them,  or  give  any 
orders  for  it,  when  they  were  coming  over, 
or  forming  tliemselves  on  the  south  side  of 
the  bridge. 

All  my  accounts  agree,  that  the  duke's 
cannon  playing  upon  the  horse  on  the  left 
of  the  country  men,  either  disordered  them, 
or  made  them  think  themselves  in  hazard, 
and  essay  to  shift  their  ground.  But  after 
this,  the  \iapers  giving  account  of  this 
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isincss  differ,  so  that  I  can  make  nothing  | 
r  them.     Rathillet,  in  his  narrative,  says,  - 
VHien  he  came  np  from  the  brid^,  and  the  ' 
my  was  formed  and  seemed  very  hearty, ' 
Mm  a  sadden  the  cry  rose  from  the  troops 
id  the  companies  on  all  hands,  that  their 
aders  were  ^ne,  which,  adds  he,  were  the 
en  who  were  inclined  to  the  induln^ence, 
ther  flying  or  seeking  a  parley  with  the 
lemy,  though  all  favour  had  been  refused, 
ale«s  we  would  lay  down  our  arms,  and 
ime   in  their  wilL*'     The  papers  on  the 
her   side  bkme  Mr  Hamilton  and   his 
irty  as  discouraging  the  men,  and  doing 
>thing  but  ckmouring  against  those  who 
ere  sent  to  the  duke,  and  such  as  were 
>r    aii   accommodation;    they  allege,  Mr 
Eaioilton,  and  these  who  were  warmest, 
'ere  soonest  out  of  the  field. 

I  have  seen  many  and  various  narratives 
r  this  action ;  the  plainest  and  most  pro- 
ihle  account  I  can  give  from  them,  is, 
lat  the  duke's  cannon  did  reach  the  horse 
a  the  left  of  the  country  army ;  where- 
pon  they  wheeled  to  take  up  another 
roand  a  little  higher,  but  were  never  able 
>  make  their  horses  face  the  cannon ;  and, 
I  the  wheeling,  or  taking  np  their  ground, 
ley  fell  foul  upon  some  of  their  own  men 
irmed  near  them,  and  put  them  in  some 
isorder:  and  those  nearest  them,  seeing 
iis,  took  it  to  be  a  flight,  and  the  whole 
rmy  fell  into  confusion,  and  fled ;  and  one 
rho  was  present  there,  writes  to  me,  Mr 
lamilton  was  among  the  foremost,  **  Icav- 
ng  the  world  to  debate  whether  he  acted 
Dost  like  a  traitor,  coward,  or  fool."  I 
rould  not  set  down  so  severe  a  remark  upon 
this  gentleman,  were  it  not  that  I  find  al- 
most every  body  blame  his  conduct  at  this 
time.  The  bringing  up  the  party  from  the 
bridge  was  certainly  a  mad  step,  and  they 
ought  to  have  been  supported  to  the  ut- 
most, and  not  called  off.  I  have  this  fol- 
lowing passage  also  well  vouched.  Captain 
Thomas  Weir  of  Greenridge,  whom,  I  find, 
Rathillet  represents  as  an  occasion  of  dis- 
ordering some  of  the  foot,  when  ho  saw  a 
body  of  the  king's  forces  get  over  the 
bridge,  and  but  a  forming,  wheeled  about 
bis  troop,  and  the  Galloway  troop,  com- 
nanded  by  captain  Macculloch,  joined  with 
liim,  and  was  ridii^Joira  to  a^teclrtAem.  Mr  I 


Hamilton  came  off  to  him,  and  said, 
"  What  mean  you,  C!aptain  ?  will  you 
murder  those  men  ?"  Mr  Weir  answered,  he 
hoped  there  was  no  hazard,  and  that  he  might 
give  a  good  account  of  all  the  horse  yet 
come  along  the  bridge,  especially  when  but 
forming.  When  Mr  Hamilton  found  the 
captain's  troop  resolute,  he  dealt  with  the 
Galloway  troop,  and  represented  and  mag- 
nified the  difficulties,  so  as  they  shrunk,  and 
so  the  captain  was  obliged  to  retire  back 
with  them.  My  informer  is  of  entire  cre- 
dit, and  had  it  from  Greenridge  a  few  days 
after  the  engagement,  whom  he  represents 
as  a  pious  sensible  gentleman.  In  short,  the 
horse  and  Mr  Hamilton  rode  off,  and  left; 
the  foot  entirely  to  the  mercy  of  the  king's 
army.  The  regular  troops  perceiving  the 
country  men  in  this  pickle,  advanced  with 
all  speed  upon  the  foot,  now  perfectly 
niiked ;  they  fled  all  of  them,  except  a  body 
of  about  twelve  hundred,  who  surrendered 
prisoners  of  war,  without  stroke  of  sword. 
The  horse  got  mostly  off,  and  many  of  the 
foot  took  the  banks  and  woods  there- 
about * 

Never  was  a  good  cause  and  gallant 
army,  generally  speaking,  hearty  and  bold, 
worse  managed  ;  and  never  will  a  cause, 
though  never  so  good,  be  better  managed, 
when  divisions,  disjointings,  and  self  creep 
in  amon  g  the  managers.  And  indeed,  had 
there  been  any  skill  to  manage,  I  am  told. 


*  The  editor  of  Kirkton  is  greatly  oiTended 
with  our  historian,  because  he  has  taken  no 
notice  of  the  **  gallows"  which  stood  near  the 
scene  of  the  skirmish,  and  which  captain  Creich- 
ton  savs  was  erected  by  the  covenanters  for  the 
execution  of  the  s«i]diers  whom  they  expected  to 
take  prisoners  in  battle.  That  such  writers  as 
Hugo  Amot  and  C.  K.  Sharpe  should  reiterate 
the  tale  with  full  credit,  is  not  surprising ;  but 
if  such  a  story  had  existence  in  the  days  of 
Wodrow,  he  probably  held  it  in  such  contempt 
as  to  be  unworthy  of  notice.  The  report  i*  ab- 
solutely without  foundation ;  and  nothing  save 
the  violent  spirit  of  party  could  have  given  rise 
and  currency  to  it.  That  a  gallows  stood  in  the 
field  near  Bothwcll  there  can  be  no  doubt,  as  it 
is  attested  by  both  sides ;  but  the  history  of  its 
erection  on  that  particular  spot,  we  are  certainly 
not  bound  to  ascertain.  Dr  M*Crle>  idea  is  pro- 
bably the  best ;  that  it  had  been  erected  as  the 
ordinary  place  of  execution  by  the  sheriff  and 
justiciary  court  of  the  middle  ward  of  Lanark- 
shire, which  he  proves  from  unquestionable  evi. 
dence  to  have  been  held  at  that  time  at  Hamil- 
ton.    See  Dr  M.*a  Notes  on  V3Te*%  ^wciuXVn^,— 
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that  the  regular   troops  were    ex- 


tremely open,  both  ia  their  march, 
and  especially  in  their  attack ;  and  nothing 
Imt  the  Yie>r8  of  these  divisions,  and  unskil- 
fulness,  can  justify  the  duke,  and  other 
ulEcers  with  him,  in  attacking  an  enemy 
at  such  a  narrow  bridge,  where  the  water 
was  not  fordable  near  it,  far  less  in  march- 
ing his  army  through  so  narrow  a  pass, 
under  the  shot  of  troops,  who  were  reputed 
as  resolute  as  his  own.  But  ho  knew 
whom  he  had  to  deal  with. 

There  cannot  be  any  full  account  given 
of  the  slain,  because  they  were  just  mur^ 
dered  up  and  down  the  fields,  wherever  the 
soldiers  met  them,  without  mercy.  It  was 
reckoned  there  were  about  four  hundred 
killed,  and  twelve  hundred  who  surrendered 
prisoners  in  the  muir.  The  soldiers  brought 
in  few  or  no  prisoners,  but  cut  off  all  they 
met  with.  Some  papers  be«'U',  that  there 
were  but  two  or  three  killed  at  the  bridge, 
aud  in  the  muir,  bushes,  and  woods  near 
by,  upwai'ds  of  three  hundred.  There  were 
not  many  of  note  killed,  that  I  hear  of. 
Wliether  it  was  this  day,  or  the  following, 
I  know  not;  but,  at  this  time,  that  excel- 
lent person,  William  Gordon  of  Earlston^ 
who  was  coming  up  to  the  western  forcesj 
was  killed  by  the  English  dragoons,  who 
behaved  but  veiy  c-owardly  at  the  bridge. 
I  am  iiiformed,  that  the  predecessors  of 
this  ancient  family  entertained  the  disciples 
of  Wickliff,  aud  hud  a  New  Testament  in 
the  vulgar  tongue,  which  they  used  to  read 
in  meetings  in  the  woods  about  Earlston 
house.  And,  as  if  the  death  of  so  good  a 
man  had  not  been  expiation  enough  for 
this  crime.  Ids  lady  had  her  jointure  seized, 
her  house  spoiled,  and  many  horses  and 
cattle  taken  from  her.*  I  hear  also,  that 
good  man,  Mr  James  Smith,  brother  to  Mr 
Hugh  Smith,  of  whom  before,  was  barbar- 
ously killed  near  the  Nethertown  of  Ham- 


*  His  son  Alexander  vns  in  the  action,  and 
narrowly  escaped  in  tlie  flight,  by  means  of  one 
of  his  tenants,  who  recognizing  him  as  be  rode 
through  Hamilton,  advised  him  to  dismount  and 
hide  bis  horse  furniture  in  a  dunghill,  and  get  in- 
to a  house  and  put  on  women's  clothes  and  rock 
the  cradle,  by  which  means  he  passed  unnoticed. 
Crookahanks,  vol,  ii.  p.  15.  Tnis  family  is  now 
represented  by  Sir  Johu  Gordon  of  Earlston. 


ilton.    Neither  were  there  many  of  note 
taken  prisoners  at  the  action. 

It  is  said,  the  English  dragoons,  the  High- 
landers, and  some  volunteers  from  Perth 
and  Angus-shire,  were  very  bloody,  and 
gave  no  quarter.  And  had  it  not  been  the 
merciful  temper  of  the  general,  and  the  in- 
fluence and  interest  used  by  a  considerable 
number  of  noblemen  and  gentlemen  this 
day  waiting  upon  the  duke,  certainly  there 
had  been  a  much  greater  slaughter  of  tlie 
foot.  Notwithstanding  of  the  general's 
care,  no  small  severities  were  committed 
by  the  soldiers :  I  shall  only  give  a  few  in- 
stances. When  the  body  of  foot  in  Ham- 
ilton muir  surrendered  themselves,  they 
were  all  of  them  not  only  disarmed,  but 
stript  almost  to  their  skin,  and  made  to  lie 
down  flat  upon  the  ground  in  the  muir, 
with  strict  orders  not  to  stir  out  of  the 
posture,  aud  a  strong  guard  set  upon  them. 
One  of  them  turning  himself  to  a  more  easy 
posture,  set  up  his  head  a  little ;  and  when 
one  of  the  soldiers  perceived  this,  he  shot 
him  dead  in  an  instant  Several  persons 
were  that  same  day  killed  upon  the  road 
near  Hamilton,  who  were  unarmed,  and 
coming  down  to  hear  sermon  at  the  camp, 
or  upon  some  otlier  occasion,  and  knew 
nothing  of  the  engagement,  or  that  the 
king's  forces  were  come  over  the  river. 
Thus  two  serious  persons  in  Glasford 
parish,  James  Scouler  and  Gavin  Semplc, 
though  they  had  no  arms,  were  barbarously 
murdered  upon  the  highway,  and  six  be- 
longing to  Evandale  parish,  Johu  Browning 
in  Kype,  Robert  Stobo  in  Strathaven, 
William  Hamilton  in  Thrcestanes,  Robert 
Steel  in  Adstonhead,  William  Pate  there, 
and  Archibald  Dick ;  these  were  severally 
met  by  the  soldiers.  Upon  their  declaring 
ingenuously  that  they  were  coming  dow^ 
to  hear  sermon,  the  soldiers  shot  them  as 
they  found  tliem.  This  cruelty  will  make 
the  reader  less  wonder  at  their  severity  to 
Robert  Finlay  in  tlie  parish  of  Stonehonse, 
whom  they  catclied  on  the  road,  and  he  ac- 
knowledging that  he  w^as  indeed  coming  to 
the  army,  though  he  wanted  arms,  they 
straightway  despatched  him. 

I  shall  end  this  melancholy  subject  with 

a  well  vouched  account  I  have  of  Arthur 

^  IngUn,  a  pious,  sober,  honest  man,  in  tiie 
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Nethertomi  of  Cambusnethan.  He  had 
not  been  at  fiothwell,  but,  upon  Monday, 
June  23d,  he  was  looking  alter  his  own 
cattle  feeding  upon  a  ley,  and  had  sit  down 
in  a  fur  among  his  own  com,  and  was 
reading  upon  the  Bible;  the  place  was  two 
or  three  miles  from  Bothwell,  and  the  high 
road  came  near  it  Some  of  the  soldiers 
were  coming  that  way,  and  perceiving  him 
reading,  concluded  he  was  a  whig;  and, 
when  at  a  little  distance,  one  of  them  dis- 
charged his  piece  at  him,  but  missed  him. 
The  good  man,  conscious  of  no  guilt,  aud 
probably  not  knowing  the  shot  was  directed 
at  him,  only  looked  about  to  the  soldiers, 
and  did  not  offer  to  move;  they  came 
straight  up  to  him,  and,  without  asking  any  i 
questions,  clave  him  in  the  head  with  their 
swords,  and  killed  him  on  tiic  spot.  By 
these  hints  we  may  guess  wliat  was  done 
by  the  soldiers  up  and  do^n  near  the  place 
of  action ;  aud  iudoed  they  spared  nobody 
almost  they  met  with. 

The  loss  of  the  king^s  army  needs  not  to 
be  computed :  it  was  perfectly  iuconsider-  I 
able;    a  few  were  killed  at  the  bridge; 
after  that  there  was  no  resistance  made,  | 
except  in  the  woods,  where  I  hear  two  or 
three  of  the  soldiers  were  killed. 

Perhaps  I  have  spent  too  much  paper  ' 
already  in  animadverting  upon  the  author 
of  the  Caveat  for  the  Whigs.     I  shall  take 
my  leave  of  him,  with  observing  his  gross 
blunders  and  Res  in  his  representation  of 
this  action  at  BothwelL     That  scandalous 
paper  is  not  indeed  worth  noticing,  were  it 
not  to  expose  his  masters  who  employed  so 
worthless  a  tool.     He  libels  the  duke  of 
Monmouth,  because  he  was  not  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  duke  of  York,  and  the  Popish 
faction,  alleging  it  was  his  mercy  and  for- 
bearance made  the  west  country  army  in- 
sist upon  terms ;  and  among  other  things, 
that    the   covenants    should  be  renewed. 
The  duke  was  civil,  and  not  for  shedding 
of  blood,  if  it  could  be  prevented ;  but  still 
he  pushed  his  point,  and  would  not  treat 
till  they  laid  down  Dieir  arms;    but  the 
renewing  the  covenants  was  none  of  the 
terms  they  sought.     This  writer  talks  in 
hia  following  sentence  like  one  stupidly 
ignorant  of  Scotland,  and  says,  **  Tlie  rebels 
thougbl  to  hBve  marched  off  to  C'arrick 


and  Oalloway,  in  order  to  furnish 
themselves  with  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion,  which  was  lauded  at  Borrowstonness, 
besides  what  was  further  expected  from 
Holland."      That  is,  they  went  west  and 
south  to  get  that  which  was  in  the  east 
And  it  is  perfectly  a  fiction  of  his  own,  to 
get  in  the  republican  Dntch  to  the  story, 
that  arms  were  landed  at  Borrowstonness, 
and  more  exi>ected  from  Holland.     I  may 
venture  to  assure  this  dabbler  in  politics, 
that  this  plot,  as  he  thinks  it,  was  not  so 
deeply  laid,  and  their  correspondence  did 
not  reach  so  far.    He  falsely  asserts,  '*  Old 
Dalziel  honestly  resolved  to  end  the  mat- 
ter."    He  may  depend  on  it,  that  old  and 
bloody  man  had  none  of  the  honour  of  that 
day.     Any  thing  of  this  belonged  to  the 
duke  of  Monmouth,  and  Dalziel  was  at 
Edinburgh.      Indeed,  upon  his  receiving 
a  commission,  as  we  have  heard,  he  came 
west  after  the  defeat     To  complete  the 
glory  of  this  day,  he  doubles  the  number 
of  the  slain,  and  makes  them  eight  hun- 
dred.    The  more  M'oj*e  slain  in  the  circum- 
stances above  narrated,  the  less  honourable 
it  i^as  for  the  murderers.     And  he  alleges, 
the  rebels'  HM)0  horse  might  have  been  cut 
off,  had  not  the  duke  given  orders  not  to 
pursue  them,  which  is  just  as  true  as  the 
number  of  the    slain.     Upon  these  fiilse- 
hoods,  and  some  others,   such  as  the  in- 
surrection's being  within  two  Mceks  after 
the  bishop's  murder,  he  raises  his  scheme, 
that  there  was  a  correspondence  with  Eng- 
land, and  that  Shaftsbury  and  other  patriots 
there,  were  to  have  renewed  the  covenants 
in  Scothmd.    The  insisting  so  long  upon 
these  roveries  deserves  an  apology. 

The  observes  I  have  made  upon  the  Ca- 
veat for  the  Whigs,  will  shorten  my  re- 
marks upon  the  account  given  by  Mr  Arch- 
deacon Eachard,  of  our  Scots  affairs  this 
year.  There  is  so  great  an  agreement  in 
the  narratives  given  by  both,  that  it  looks 
as  if  the  last  had  copied  from  the  first,  both 
in  this  account  of  the  bishop's  murder,  and 
this  afiair  of  BothwelL  Mr  Eachard's 
story  of  80  many  copies  of  Shaftsbury's 
speech  coming  by  post  to  Edinburgh,  and 
the  pretended  correspondence  betwixt  pres- 
byterians  aud  the  country  varly  \wVav«^^ 
liave  been  already  con*\i«e^.    \\ft  «^'^\ 
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to  have  brou^bt  some  proof  for  wbat 
^^^^'  he  adds,  «  That  the  maleoonteuts  in 
Scotland,  thus  animated  from  England,  began 
at  their  conventicles  to  dispUy  the  banners 
of  Jcsiis  Clirist,  as  thej  called  their  colours." 
But  indeed  it  can  never  be  proven,  and  I  can 
assure  him,  there  was  never  a  pair  of  col- 
oiu*s  at  a  ficld-omitentiolc  in  Scotland.  And 
a  writer  of  Mr  Archdeacon's  reputation, 
ought  not  to  advance  such  glaring  untruths 
as  wc  meet  with  here.  C)f  this  sort  are  the 
scrapes  which  follow  from  the  sermons  at 
ccmvcntioles;  and  the  lists,  dropt  with  the 
]>rimate  in  the  head  of  tliem,  i)f  men  to 
fall  by  heroical  hands.  The  only  founda- 
tion for  this  was  the  paper  posted  up  in 
C'owpar,  which  was  not  a  list  of  this  na- 
ture. His  account  of  the  archbishop's  mur- 
der is  mostly  taken  from  the  narrative  be- 
fore insert :  but  his  fixing  it  upon  Shafli^ 
bnry's  spei'ch,  becansc  this  happened  to  he 
before  it  some  weeks,  with  his  making  the 
commons  address  against  Lauderdale,  a  kind 
of  conse(pient  of  it,  are  stretxihes  the  arch- 
<leacon  will  be  ashamed  of  when  he  reile<?ts 
upon  them,  and  considers  the  true  state  of 
things  above.  His  account  of  the  skirmish 
at  Drumclog,  June  1st,  seems  <*opied  from 
the  Caveator  his  authors;  and  the  bhin- 
dersof  proclaiming  the  covenant  at  Itagland, 
aud  their  nmnbers  and  commanders,  have 
been  considered,  with  the  foolish  account 
that  follows  of  the  proclamation  at  Glasgow 
against  the  **  bishops  and  their  bairns."  In 
Scotland  the  untruth  of  these  is  well  enough 
known  ;  and  it  is  pity  Mr  Eachnrd  should 
lessen  his  o\i'n  character,  by  publis)iin<r 
such  things  again.  In  the  short  hint  he 
(fives  of  the  defeat  at  Bothwell,  he  has  the 
misfortune  not  to  have  one  true  article  al- 
most. He  says,  the  duke  at  Botliwell- 
bridgc  fought  the  rebels  with  great  furj', 
whereas  there  was  on  the  matter  no  proper 
engagement.  The  soldiers  indeed  miu'dered 
the  poor,  fleeing  and  unarmed  country  men 
>v it'll  fury  enough,  and,  adds  he,  **  Tliough 
'seventeen  thousand  in  number,  entirely  rout- 
ed them."  From  what  authority  he  makes 
them  near  six  times  more  than  really  they 
were,  he  can  best  inform  us ;  even  the  <  'a- 
veat  falls  not  in  this  bhinder,  whom  he  fol- 
)ojfs  jii  tho  numbers  of  the  killed.  And  I 
MM  irJitd,  for  the  archdvacon'H  sake,  that  he 


has  not  copied  him  in  the  account  of  the 
whigs  going  to  Carrick  and  Galloway  to 
meet  with  the  arms  come  to  Borrowston- 
ness.  However,  in  time  to  come,  I  hope 
jMr  Eachard  will  look  better  to  liis  vouch»« 
in  our  Scots  aA'airs. 

Thus  I  have  given  as  distinct  an  accoout 
as  I  could  of  this  risinsr,  wliich  ended  at 
Bothwell.*     I  have  essayed  ini})artially  to 


*  Those  who  wi«h  to  romyMirc  ditfiTent  ac- 
countK  of  the  battle  of  Hothwi'll  hridge,  may 
look  into  RunmI'm  account  in  Kirkton's  His- 
tory,  e«Uted  by  Shai'p,  p.  470t  ice. — Ure  of 
ShRiyarton's,  in  M'C.'rie'it  Lives  of  Veitch,  &c.— 
and  Wilsoirs  NarrativL — Rlaokadder's  Life  by 
Crichton,  p.  2t20— S^3.  We  bhall  insert  Laiv^s 
account,  as  givpn  by  him  in  his  Meuiorialif,  as 
it  may  not  be  so  eutiy  of  access  to  a  number  of 
our  remderi'. 

"  May  1679.  The  field-meetings  in  the  west 
turning  tio  tumultuous,  as  that  many  of  the 
people  were  in  arms  the  estates  ordered  Nomc 
troupH  of  hor^e  to  notice  them  ;  betwixt  whom 
there  were  some  Nkinnihses  and  blood  on  both 
8ide««.  Att  length  they  draw  to  some  number, 
liaving  over  them  ilobert  Hamilton,  brother  to 
Preston  [lamilton,  and  come  down  to  Uoug- 
land,  and  there  put  out  the  bnnfxTes  on  tlie  ii)tli 
of  May,  keept  lor  the  king's  birth  and  restora- 
tion day,  and  publish  their  declaration  and  causes 
of  rysing,  disclaiming  the  king  and  his  interests, 
and  that  they  did  rise  to  brine  down  the  bishops. 
Some  few  days  after,  they  fall  in  u|Min  Cilasgow, 
where  my  Lord  Uoss  with  8iX)  men  were  bar- 
ricaded at  the  cross,  and  wrre  repulsed  by  him, 
and  some  killetl.  This  done,  they  cross  the 
water  at  Bothwell  bridge,  and  severallM  gather  to 
them,  even  from  Fife,  Kip}K.>ii,  and  other  parts 
about  on  the  north  syd,  ns  well  as  fiom  the  west, 
bouth,  and  enst,  and  there  they  eneam|»e:  the 
country  about  sent  them  victuul'ls.  Att  length 
Mr  \\  elch  comes  to  them  with  supplyes  of  men 
and  horse  from  Galloway  and  Carrirk.  He 
emmittes  a  declarati«»n,  wherein  he  rocites  the 
great  injuries  done  to  the  church  in  intriNlucinf 
of  prelatH,  the  casting  out  of  the  ministrie,  aiiu 
imposing  on  folk's  coiiHcienceM,  the  great  o^ 
pres^ions  of  the  land,  &r..  as  the  cau8e  <if  their 
rysing  ;  but  yet  withall  includes  the  king*s  in- 
terest, as  did  the  league  and  covenant,  for  he 
keeps  by  the  name  words ;  and  forces  the  printer 
of  (!ilasgow  to  print  it,  and  then  they  published 
it.  This  raisifd  a  groat  heat  among  themselves, 
for  ^Ir  Welch  and  some  minijiters  with  him 
were  for  declaring  for  the  king\  interest  accord- 
ing to  the  covenant ;  Ilobert  Hamilton,  their 
governor,  with  Mr  Kid,  Mr  I>ouglass,  two  pro- 
bationers, and  others  that  followed  their  way, 
were  for  disclaiming  the  king  and  his  interest. 
Some  of  their  preachers  were  confident  of  vic- 
tory, and  prophesied  so  fur  to  their  hearers,  par- 
ticularly >Ir  Cargill.  This  poor  multitude,  m> 
led  with  divided  and  dividing  pastors,  at  lenth 
c^ime  to  battell  on  the  8th  ■  of  June,  I(r79,  via. 
or  the  Sabbath  day.  The  stati;^  having  raised 
the  militia  in  the  north,  and  gathered  together 
all  the  trained  bands,    with    four  cannons,  the 
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state  their  differeoces  u  far  the  papers  upon 
hoth  sides,  oome  to  my  hand,  would  carry 
me,  and  narrated  matter  of  fact;  and  the 
more  hu^ly,  that  these  were  the  begin- 
nings of  the  sore  divisions  which  fell  in 
ftfter^i'ards  among  the  suffering  party :  and 
because  the  miagiying  <^  this  effort  and 
struggle  under  church  and  national  griev- 
tncee,  may  be  landed  upon  them,  I  wish 
these  accounts  of  them  may  be  of  use  to 
iram  and  guard  the  church  of  Scotland  in 
dl  after  times  against  extremities.  I  come 
now  to  the  consequents  of  this  defeat, 
vrhich  I  put  in  a  new  chapter,  and  Mith  it 
ihall  end  this  year. 

CHAP.  in. 

>P  THE  CONSEQUENTS  OF  THIS  RISING  AND 
DEFEAT  AT  BOTHWELI^  AND  OTHER  THINGS 
THIS  YEAR,  1679. 

Much  of  the  persecution  and  harassings  of 
Jiousands,  for  nine  years  following,  may 
je  reckoned  consequents,  and  some  way 
Jie  fruits  of  this  defeat  I  have  been  describ- 
ng :  what  I  have  in  view  upon  this  chap- 
ter, is  the  severities  which  followed  during 
his  year,  and  more  immediately  those  ex- 
Tcised  npon  the  prisoners.  I  know  well 
;he  managers  defend  their  cruelties,  by 
tiling  the  rebellious  nature  of  this  rising. 
The  reader,  after  what  is  set  down  above. 


iiig  also  having  sent  down  the  duke  of  Mon- 
ooutb,  his  son,  with  some  Inglishes,  he  com- 
oanded  in  chief  the  kinff*s  forces  ;  and  having 
intAt  tenderness  towards  the  poor  misled  muU 
itade,  and  offered  them  peace  on  condition  of 
lying  down  their  armes  and  going  home,  and  to 
call  with  the  kinr  for  satisfaction  to  their  de- 
lands,  in  what  he  could ;  but  all  could  not 
raill  with  Mr  Cargill,  Kid,  Douglass,  and 
Ifaer  witless  men  amongst  them,  to  hearlcen  to 
nj  proposals  of  peace.  Among  others,  that 
kniglasa,  sitting  on  his  horse  and  preaching  to 
le  confused  multitude,  told  them  that  they 
'oold  come  to  terms  with  them,  and  like  a 
ron-bee,  always  droning  on  these  terms,  with 
lem ; — they  would  give  us  a  half  Christ,  but  we 
'ill  have  a  whole  Christ,  and  such  like  imper- 
nent  speeches  as  these,  good  enough  to  feed 
UMe  that  are  fed  with  wind,  and  not  with  the 
ncere  milk  of  the  word  of  God. 
Monmouth,  finding  that  they  had  refused 
rmen  of  peace,  gives  orders  to  fall  on.  Kobert 
lamilton,  who  was  their  generall  before,  now 
ffclynes  to  govern  them,  so  that  everyone  of 
lem  are  left  to  themseWes.  There  were  about 
iree  hundred  of  them  that  keept  the  pais  of  I 


1679. 


mustjudgeforhimselil  We  have  seen 
this  appearance  was  not  reckoned  re» 
bellion  when  the  nation  came  to  their  senses 
after  the  revolution.  Quarters  were  offered 
by  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  and  even  interces- 
sion to  have  their  desires  answered ;  and,  I 
question  not,  pacific  measures  had  been 
gone  into,  if  the  duke  of  York  and  papists 
had  not  prevailed  at  court,  but  they  turned 
matters  soon  upon  the  severe  side,  with 
respect  to  presbyterians.  All  I  have  fur- 
ther upon  this  year  shall  be  brought  in 
upon  this  chapter,  where  the  harassings  of 
the  country,  and  actings  of  the  government 
and  army  immediately  after  the  defeat  at 
Bothwell,  the  treatment  of  the  prisoners, 
the  trial  and  execution  of  severals  who  had 
been  in  that  rising,  the  circuit  courts  this 
year,  and  forfeitures  which  followed,  to- 
gether with  the  state  of  presbyterian  minis- 
ters, and  others  who  had  not  been  in  the 
rising,  the  third  indulgence,  and  the  turn 
of  affairs  in  the  close  of  the  year,  by  the 
coming  down  of  the  duke  of  York,  will  be 
subjects  for  the  following  sections. 

SECT.    I. 

Of  the  immediate  consequents  of  the  defeat 
at  Bothwelly  the  harassing  of  the  country^ 
and  the  actings  of  the  government  and 
soldiers. 

One  of  the  first  consequents  I  notice  of  the 


the  bridge  of  Bothwell,  for  there  was  the  fight, 
and  did  it  very  stoutly ;  but  when  they  cry'd 
fur  help,  Hamilton  dedyned  to  send  any ;  and 
when  the  king's  forces  were  coming  over  the 
bridge,  there  goes  off  five  or  600  men  to  meet 
them.  But  Hamilton  calls  them  back,  telling 
them  we  will  give  them  fair  play,  and  so  su^ 
fered  them  to  advance,  which  when  they  had 
done  with  their  cannon,  the  king's  forces  fyres ; 
and  on  the  first  fvre  of  the  cannon,  Robert  Ham- 
mllton  tumes  his  back,  and  all  the  horsemen 
fled  with  him,  leaving  the  foot  to  be  cutt  down, 
which,  when  the  duke  of  Monmonth  perceives, 
he  gives  orders  to  spare  the  poor  countrymen, 
and  yet,  notwithstanding,  there  was  cutt  down 
that  day  800  of  them,  and  SOO  taken  prisoners. 
Among  them  that  were  taken  was  Mr  Kid,  and 
after  him  Mr  King,  two  of  the  preachers,  and 
were  afterwards  execute  at  Edinburgh.  Many 
of  them  that  were  taken  were  sent  abroad  and 
perished  by  tea.  These  people,  whiles  they  were 
a  gathering,  ranged  through  all  the  country  and 
citys  they  could  come  at,  and  took  all  the  arms, 
gunns,  and  swords  they  could,  and  best  horse, 
without  recompense.'*  Law*%  m«m»tWa«  '^ 
149,  150,  151 Ed, 
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defeat  at  Bothwell,  is  the  hazard  the 
city  of  Glasgnovr,  the  town  of  Hamil- 
ton, and  the  country  round  the  place  of  action 
Were  in,  had  not  the  good  nature  of  the  duke 
of  Buccleugh  and  Monmouth  prerented  it. 
The  officers  of  the  army  who  had  been  at 
Glasg^ow,  major  White,  Claverhouse,  and 
others  of  their  cruel  temper,  solicited  the 
general  to  ruin  the  west  country,  and  bum 
Glasgow,  Hamilton,  and  Strathaven,  to  kill 
the  -prisoners,  at  least  considerable  numbers 
of  them,  and  to  permit  the  army  to  plunder 
the  western  shires,  who,  they  alleged,  had 
countenanced  the  rebels.  The  general  ab- 
horred so  unnatural  a  proposal,  and  rejected 
it  with  detestation.  However,  from  it  we 
may  remark  the  sad  pass  this  poor  kingdom 
was  at,  when  the  army  made  such  propo- 
sals :  and  the  reader  will  easily  foresee  what 
their  carriage  will  be  the  succeeding  years, 
when  the  power  is  in  their  hands.  I  find, 
when  they  were  balked  in  this,  they  pro- 
posed, that  at  least  the  soldiers  should  be 
allowed  three  or  four  hours  to  spoil  the 
disaffected  houses  in  the  city  of  Glasgow, 
because  of  the  favour  shoH^  there  by  many 
to  the  west  country  army:  but  this  was 
likewise  peremptorily  refused.  Yet  it  is 
said,  that  the  town  of  Glasgow  was  obliged 
to  quit  to  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  for  the 
behoof  of  some  particular  persons  who  were 
to  be  gratified,  a  debt  of  thirty  thousand 
merks  they  had  upon  the  Canon-mills,  that 
they  might  be  saved  from  plunder  at  this 
time. 

It  would  be  endless  almost  to  enter  upon 
the  ravages  and  spulies  committed  by  the 
king*s  forces,  upon  the  adjacent  places,  im- 
mediately after  the  engagement  at  Both- 
well.  Many  persons  in  Hamilton  were 
spoiled  of  their  household  plenishing,  and 
cited  before  the  council  and  circuit  courts 
for  converse  Tidth  the  rebels,  and  some  of 
them  imprisoned  and  fined  in  very  great 
sums,  although  they  were  not  in  arms: 
and  it  was  perfectly  impossible  to  evite 
converse  with  the  west  country  army,  they 
lying  in  and  about  that  town  for  several 
weeks.  Some  gentlemen  who  got  council 
grants  of  fines,  and  the  sheriff'-depute  made 
money  by  their  vexatious  processes  upon 
these  pretexts  for  several  years  after  this. 
Arthur  Tacket,  a  hoy  of  eighteen  years 


of  age  in  the  town  of  Hamilton,  had  gone 
out  with  his  gun  the  day  of  the  defeat,  bat 
soon  got  into  his  mother's  house  in  that 
place.  This  coming  afterwards  to  be 
known,  he  was  in  a  little  time  seized  by 
the  laird  of  Raploch,  who  carried  him  in 
prisoner  to  Edinburgh ;  where  some  years 
after,  as  we  shall  hear,  he  was,  notwith- 
standing of  the  indemnity,  executed  for  his 
being  at  Both  well. 

The  king's  forces,  when  pursuing  the 
scattered  country  people  in  the  places  near 
by,  took  all  the  horses  of  any  value  which 
they  found  in  the  possession  of  such  who 
were  no  ways  concerned  in  Bothwell :  and 
it  was  their  way,  either  to  carry  them  ^-ith 
them,  or  to  make  the  owners  pay  verj'  near 
their  value  for  them ;  and  when  they  had 
done  so,  they  were  in  hazard  to  be  plun- 
dered by  the  next  soldiers  who  came  that 
way.  Thus  in  the  parish  of  Cambtislaiig 
the  soldiers  took  away,  in  horses  and  mo- 
ney, to  the  value  of  500  merks  from  four 
farmers,  without  the  least  reason  or  provo- 
cation. A  lai^e  list  of  oppressions  this  way 
from  the  parishioners  of  Blantyre,  Kilbride, 
Cambuslang,  Monklands,  Bothwell,  and 
Hamilton  might  be  given.  I  have  just  in 
mine  eye  an  account  of  the  losses  sustain- 
ed by  the  east  end  of  the  parish  of  the 
Shots,  at  the  retiring  of  the  soldiers  and 
militia  after  Bothwell,  and  it  runs  above 
£500  sterling.  From  which  we  may  in- 
for  what  a  swinging  sum  the  total  would 
have  been,  which  was  exacted  fix)m  the 
parishes  round  abont^  had  the  accounts  of 
them  been  preserved.  The  reader  will 
further  observe,  that  in  all  the  parishes 
through  the  kingdom,  where  the  managers 
or  soldiers  got  notice  of  any  who  had  been 
at  Bothwell,  there  was  a  continued  tract  of 
plundering,  quartering,  and  spulie  for 
seven  or  eight  years,  and  that  not  only 
upon  the  families  of  such  who  had  been, 
or  were  said  to  have  been  there;  but  their 
relations,  friends,  and  neighbours,  and  all 
who  had  any  dealing  with  them ;  yea,  those 
cruelties  were  exercised  upon  all  who  did 
not  comply  with  prelacy,  and  abet  and 
assist  the  soldiers  in  their  n^ine  and  out- 
rages ;  so  that  some  of  the  most  exact  con- 
formists themselves  did  not  escape,  when 
\t\icy  wevft  eVtVvw  w  ^<«iv^rolifi«  as  not  to 
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torn  informen,  or  merciful,  u  not  to  fall 
IB  with  eyery  severe  method  now  pro- 
posed. 

The  finings  and  forfeitings  of  persons  of 
substance  and  estates  were  innnmerable, 
some  of  the  last  may  come  to  be  noticed  in 
this  chapter,  and  in  the  progress  of  this 
work.  It  in  very  tme  the  king  emitted  an 
indemnity,  bnt  we  shall  jost  now  hear  how 
clogged  it  was ;  and  the  circuits,  justiciary 
courts,  and  multitudes  of  executions  which 
followed  for  some  years,  are  sensible  proofs 
that  our  managers  in  Scotland,  who  were 
much  influenced  by  the  clergy,  had  suffi- 
cient interest  to  put  a  stop  to  any  of  the 
king^s  fayours  this  way.  And,  as  we  shall 
hear  in  a  little  time,  most  part  of  the  gentry 
of  the  western  shires,  of  any  piety  and  ten- 
derness, or  who  would  not  go  into  the  mea- 
sures of  the  time  entirely,  though  no  way 
locessory  to  this  rising,  were  brought  to 
inexpressible  trouble.  They  were  harassed 
before  drcuits,  tossed  by  frequent  appear- 
■noes  before  the  council,  imprisoned  and 
exorbitantly  fined  for  alleged  harbour,  reset, 
fend  converse  with  such  who  had  been  at 
Bothwell,  or  were  informed  against,  as  hav- 
ing been  there ;  and  there  was  no  way  of 
escaping,  but  by  taking  the  self-contradict^ 
ing  oath  of  the  test,  and  the  bond  of  regu- 
larity, whereby  they  were  tied  down  to 
hear  the  curates,  and  delate  presbyterian 
ministers  who  exercised  any  part  of  their 
office;  all  which  will  appear  evidently  in 
the  following  history. 

One  instance  at  present  shall  suffice  to 
vouch  those  generals.  A  worthy  gentle- 
man in  Lanarkshire,  Sir  Thomas  Stuart  of 
Coltness,  son  to  Sir  James  Stuart  late  pro- 
Toat  of  Edinburgh,  of  whom  in  the  preced- 
ing books,  a  person  of  an  eminently  holy 
life,  shining  conversation,  and  many  other 
excellent  endowments,  was  obb'ged,  afler 
Bothwell,  first  to  abscond  for  some  time, 
and  then  to  retire  to  Holland,  and  take 
upon  him  a  voluntary  banishment  till  the 
iiappy  revolution,  orders  being  issued  out 
to  apprehend  him  upon  a  suspicion,  without 
any  legal  proof,  that  he  had  supplied  some 
of  the  country  men  going  to  Bothwell,  with 
meat  and  drink.  It  was  not  so  much  as 
|wetended  ihat  Sir  Thomas,  or  any  of  his 
fionily  and  servanf:^  irpnp  then :  he  hnd  in- 


deed  refused  or  declined  to  put  poor 
people  his  tenants  out  of  their  pos- 
sessions, for  hearing  the  gospel  in  the  fields, 
or  in  houses ;  and  would  not  be  active  in  per- 
secuting others,  who  suffered  for  conscience 
sake.  Upon  these  grounds  he  was  forced  to 
flee  his  native  country,  and  lurk  among 
strangers,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  his  family 
and  estate;  and,  in  absence,  when  they  knew 
he  could  not  answer  their  citation,  he  was 
forfeited  upon  most  unjust  grounds,  and 
defrauded  of  the  incomes  of  his  estate  until 
King  William's  happy  accession  to  the 
throne. 

After  these  general  hints,  let  me  notice 
the  procedure  of  the  government,  the  bond* 
proclamations,  and  indemnity  issued  out  af- 
ter the  defeat  at  Bothwell.  Other  inciden- 
tal matters  which  feU  in  June  and  July  this 
year,  I  leave  to  the  last  section,  that  the 
reader  may  have  the  treatment  of  such  as 
were  concerned  in  this  rising  all  together. 

From  the  books  of  council,  I  shall  here 
give  some  narrative  of  the  managers'  pro- 
cedure immediately  after  their  defeat,  and 
bring  in  here  the  actings  of  council,  during 
the  remainder  of  this  year,  except  what 
relates  to  the  prisoners,  circuits,  and  other 
heads,  which  will  fall  in  under  the  follow- 
ing sections. 

The  laird  of  Lnndin  brought  the  council 
the  first  account  of  the  defeat  of  the  west 
country  army,  June  22d,  and  that  night 
they  send  off  a  flying  pacquet  to  Lauderdale, 
with  an  account  of  the  action,  which  I  have 
insert  below.*     At  the   same  time  they 


•  CauncU*t  letter  to  Lawlerdafe,  June  22d  1679. 
Mmy  it  please  your  Grace, 
We  send  this  flying  pacqoei  with  great  joy, 
that  your  grace  may  give  his  majesty  the  good 
and  happy  news  of  u  total  and  absolute  victory, 
obtainea  this  day  over  the  rebels,  by  his  majesty's 
forcrs  in  this  kingdom,  under  the  conduct  of  his 
grace  tiie  dulce  of  Bucxleugh,  which  happened  in 
this  manner.  This  morning,  by  seven  a  clock, 
our  army  was  drawn  up  at  Both  well -bridge, 
which  the  eni*my  (lying  on  the  other  side  thereof) 
had  barriradoed.  Here  a  supplication  U  brought 
to  the  lord  general  by  one  of  the  rebels,  giving 
him  notice,  that  they  would  lay  down  their  arms 
upon  no  other  terms  than  these  expressed  In 
their  large  declaration.  His  grace  told  the  bear- 
er, these  were  destructive  to  the  king's  authority, 
and  fundamental  constitution  of  this  kingdom, 
and  that  they  were  to  expect  no  other  articles 
from  him,  but  to  lay  down  arms,  and  render 
themselves  to  his  mercy.  Thia  they  refuMd  tA 
do»  and  ImmediateAy  thti  fjun^Vefan  \»^\»1  ^x^wv 
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write  to  colonel  Struthera  in  North- 


omberiand  that  he  secure  the  bordera» 
and  atop  and  unprison  the  rebels  who  shall 
endeayour  to  escape  to  England,  and  order  all 
the  boats  of  Queensferrj,  and  the  sooth-side 
the  Frith,  to  lie  on  that  side,  that  none  get 
over  to  Fife.  June  24th,  they  despatch  an- 
other letter  to  Lauderdale,  wherein  they 
acq[uaint  him,  "  that  they  haye  not  yet  full 
aocounts  of  the  yictory,  but  they  hear  800 
rebels  are  slain,  and  more  than  1100  prison- 
ers. They  assure  him  of  their  care  to  get 
all  infonnation  possible  from  the  prisoners, 
and  discoyer  such  as  skulk  and  hide  them- 
selyes.  They  take  notice,  that  his  majesty 
hath,  by  this  yictory,  an  opportunity  to  se- 
cure the  monarchy,  church,  protestant  re- 
ligion, and  liberty  of  his  subjects,  against 
all  after  attempts.  They  promise,  for  their 
part,  so  to  execute  the  laws  against  rebel- 
lion, hctionf  and  schism,  as  the  king  shall 
direct  them,  without  gratifying  the  humours 
of  such  as  are  apt  to  grow  more  insolent  by 
his  majesty's  grace  and  goodness,  and  haye 
been  encouraged  and  hardened  in  an  ob- 
stinate opposition  to  the  church,  by  his 
condescensions  and  indulgendes.  They 
add,  that  the  general,  with  the  army,  are 
within  two  miles  of  Strathayen;  that  the 
prisoners  are  come  to  Edinburgh,  and  ask 


them,  which  did  somewhat  disorder  them. 
Then  a  party  attacked  the  bridge,  and  after 
•ome  short  dispute,  carried  it.  The  rebels  being 
beaten  from  it,  retreated  a  little,  and  stayed  at 
■ome  disunce  till  most  of  his  majesty's  forces 
were  got  over  that  pass.  Soon  after,  by  some 
more  play  with  the  guns,  and  another  assault, 
their  horse  began  to  run,  and  scatter  upon  all 
comers,  leaving  their  flving  foot  to  the  mercy  of 
our  army,  who  pursued  them  with  all  diligence 
and  zeal,  and  have  killed  some  hundreds  of  them, 
and  taken  many  hundreds  prisoners.  Many  of 
the  foot  fled  into  the  wood  of  Hamilton,  wlitch 
is  surrounded  by  a  party  of  his  majesty's  forces; 
and  a  detached  party  under  lieutenant  colonel 
Douglas,  is  sent  in  after  them,  which  will  give 
a  goM  account  of  them.  Our  army  is  still  in 
pursuit  of  the  rebels,  when  Lundin  came  away 
about  ten  a  clock,  who,  having  been  sent  from 
us  to  wait  on  the  general,  had  the  good  fortune 
to  be  an  actor,  as  well  as  a  witness  in  this  en- 
gagement, so  that  his  majesty  may  be  assured, 
that  this  is  a  total  rout  and  dlscomnture  of  these 
insolent  rebels.  The  lord  general  hath  behaved 
himself  with  exceeding  great  conduct  and  mag- 
nanimity, and  all  the  officers,  gentlemen  and 
•oldiers  have  carried  themselfis  with  great 
cheerfulness  and  resolution  agilnst  the  enemies 
of  our  religion,  king  and  coootry ;  and  above 
*V,  the  mtrtj  oS  God  hath  Iwen  moat  signal  and 


directions  how  to  dispose  of  them ;  and 
propose,  that  aftor  the  ringleaders  are  pun- 
ished capitally,  the  rabble  may  be  transport- 
ed to  the  plantations,  neyer  to  return ;  for 
which  end  they  desire  one  of  his  mijesty's 
frigates  to  be  sent  down  to  Leith.'*  That 
same  day  they  write  letters  to  Queensberry 
and  Nithsdale,  that  they  guard  the  passes, 
and  endeayour  to  secure  the  rebels,  and 
preyent  their  going  OFer  to  Ireland. 

Upon  the  25th  of  June,  the  council  re- 
ceiye  a  letter  from  the  general,  wherein  he 
acquaints  them,  **  That  he  had  sent  parties 
beyond  Nei^mills  and  Douglas,  who  had  in- 
formed him  the  rebels  had  passed  by  thoije 
places  in  great  haste,  and  small  parties; 
that  he  reckons  them  now  dispersed,  and 
has  ordered  home  the  militia  regiments,  and 
desires  them  to  stop  those  that  are  coming 
up."  That  day  they  order  Henry  Ker  of 
Graden,  to  search  for  TumbuU  of  Bewly, 
Tumbull  of  Standyhill,  Henry  Hall  and  Mr 
Archibald  Riddel  who  were  at  the  rebellion, 
or  abettors  of  it.  Next  day,  June  26th,  in 
their  forenoon's  sederunt,  before  the  duke 
of  Buccleugh  and  Monmouth  comes  up  to 
them,  they  publish  their  proclamation  of 
this  day's  date,  against  the  reset  of  rebels, 
&c.  which  I  haye  insert  below.  *  Therein 
the  reader  will  see  the  names  of  the  per- 


wonderful  to  us,  even  to  a  miracle,  in  so  much, 
that  though  the  rebels  were  near  seven  thou- 
sand, yet  are  they  totally  routed  without  any 
loss  to  his  majesty's  forces,  save  of  two  or  three 
common  soldiers.  We  doubt  not  but  by  God*8 
mercy  and  blessing,  and  our  gracious  sovereign 
his  rojral  wisdom,  this  glorious  victory  shall  be 
so  pursued,  as  that  the  rebellion  and  schism 
shall  be  olncked  up  by  the  roots  in  Scotland.  A 
more  full  and  particular  narration  shall  be  sent 
to  ^our  grace  so  soon  as  we  receive  it.  Mean- 
while, upon  receipt  of  the  flying  pacquet,  we 
met  at  twelve  a  clock,  where  the  lord  chancel- 
lor delivered  the  commission  sent  from  his  ma- 
jesty to  general  Dalziel,  who  is  immediately  to 
repair  to  the  army,  and  to  enter  upon  his  charge. 
Nothing  shall  be  omitted  by  us  for  aecnring 
of  all  ports  and  passages,  for  seising  and  ap- 
prehending such  of  the  rebels  as  may  endeavour 
their  escape,  or  any  thing  else  which  may  con- 
tribute to  the  utter  extinguishing  of  this  violeut 
flame,  which  may  be  expected  from 

Your  grace's  humble  servants. 
•  Prodamation  agpinst  rebels,  June  26<A,  1679. 

Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith  :  to  all  and  sundry  our  lieges  and  sul^ect% 
whom  these  presents  do  or  may  concern,  greet- 
ing. Forasmuch  as,  upon  the  flrst  notice  given 
to  oar  privy  council  of  the  rising  and  gathering 
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mott  conndenbb  note,  who  were 
west  country  army,  and  many  of 
take  to  haye  been  officers,  as  Robert 
m,  John  Faton,  m%jor  Learmond, 
1^  afterward  lieutenant  colonel  Cle- 
hn  Balfour,  the  lairds  of  Balquhan, 
•e,  John  Wilson,  afterward  executed, 
R4M8,  Captain  Weir,  the  lairds  of 
ft,  Kaitloch,  Shiigartoun,  Baukhcad, 
Boan,  Bedlan,  Earlston,  Freugh, 
iw,  Bewlie,  Standyhill,  Oreddin, 
and  Murdoch,  the  lord  Cathcart*8 
iS,  Henry  Hall  and  others,  and  all 
isters  and  preachers  they  could  hear 
the  persons  all^;ed  to  be  concerned 
tempt  on  the  archbishop.    I  find  the 


dliloyil  and  Mditious  Mnons  in  the 
bo  hare  of  late  appeared  In  arms  in  a 
B  and  arowed  rebellion  af  ainit  us,  our 
«nt  and  laws,  we  did  dwlare  them  to 
m,  and  discharged  all  our  subiects  to 
Met,  supply,  or  correspond  with  any 
,  under  the  pain  of  treason :  and  the 
lis  and  traitors,  being  now  (by  the  bless- 
ed upon  our  forces)  subduM,  dissipated, 
;tered ;  and  such  of  them  as  were  not 
illcd  or  taken  in  the  field,  being  either 
eerelly  to  their  own  homes  and  houses, 
r  shelter  and  protection  from  the  respeo- 
itorB,  in  whose  lands  they  dwell,  or 
In  the  country ;  and  we,  being  unwUl- 
of  our  good  subjects  should  be  ensnared, 
ht  into  trouble  uy  them,  hare  therefore, 
Ties  of  our  privy  council,  thought  fit, 
discharge  and  prohibit  all  our  subjects, 
romen,  that  none  of  them  offer  or  pre- 

barbonr,  reset,  supply,  correspond 
ido  or  conceal  the  persons  of  Robert 
n  brother  german  to  the  laird  of  Preston, 
^loo  in  Meadow-head,  alias  captain 
Joseph  Learmond,  alias  maior  Lear- 
fUliam  CleUmd  John  Balfour  of 

f  Whitrford  of  Balquhan  younger, 

M<aellan  of  Barscob.  John  Wikon 
IsKander  Wilson  town^derk  of  Lanark, 
Boss  pretended  major,   Thomas  Weir 

to  Khrkfield,  Hackston  of   Ra- 

Carmichael  son  to  the  carl  of  Wig- 

smbcrlaln.  Cannon  of  Mardrogat, 

lliam   Fergusson   of   Kaitloch,    James 

in    Kingskettle,    George   Balfour  in 

Andrew  and  Alexander  Hendersons 
John    Henderson  in    KUbraichmont, 

Guilan  weaver  in  Balmerino,  George 

younger  of  Balbuthy,  Robert  Dingwal 

Dingwal  in  Caldhame.  Mr  Samuel 

Itfr  Gabriel  Semple,  Mr  John  Welsh, 

1  Kinff,  Mr  Donald  Carglll,  Mr  George 

,  Mr  John  Rae,  Mr  Thomas  Dougliw, 

Forrester,  Mr  Robert  Muir,  Mr 
Mr    Richard    Cameron,    Mr    David 
Ure  of  Shargarton,  Forrea- 

mkhead,  John  Huldoway  merchant  ia 
,  James  White  writer  there, 
{ham  of   Mootgrenan,  and   Mr  John 
(ham  sometime  of  Badlands  James  and 


council  owning  mistakes  in  this  pro- 
cshunation:  They  declare,  July  18th,  ^^'^^' 
that  Robert  Stuart  of  Re?enston,andWilliam 
Stuarton  Castlestuart,  brothers  to  the  carl  of 
Galloway,  haye  made  it  evidoit  before  them, 
they  were  not  in  the  rebellion ;  and  upon  the 
last  of  June,  they  declare  that  Brice  Blair  of 
Fenwick  is  wrongously  insert  in  this  pro- 
clamation. But  these  are  not  all  the  mis- 
takes the  reader  will  find  upon  the  perusal 
of  this  proclamation.  I  do  not  much  enter 
upon  them,  since  firequently  the  misrepre- 
sentations of  the  penners  of  public  pi^Mrs 
at  this  time  have  been  noticed.  All  who 
had  been  at  Bothwell,  are  made  traitors, 
and  the  rising  a  desperate  and  ayowed  re* 


WillUm  Cldands  brethren-in-law  to  John  Had- 
doway  merchant  In  Doujgas,  Thomas  Boglo  of 
Boglehole,  alias  Nether-X^armile,  Gor- 

dons of  Earlston  elder  and  younger, 
M*Dougal  of  Freugh,  the  laird  of  Ravvntton 
brother  to  the  earl  of  Galloway,  the  laird  of 
Castle-Stewart  brother  to  the  said  earl, 
Gordon  of  Cralchley,  Tumbnll  of  Btwley, 

'Iliomas  TumbuU  of  Standhil,  Henry  HaU, 
George    Hume  of   Greddin,  Mackay   c^ 

Gleneard,   Mr  John    Kae,  Somerwel  of 

Wrats,  Mr  Archibald  Riddel  brother  to  the  hiird 
of  Riddel,  Cathcarts,  two  sons  of  the  lord 

Cathcart,  Blair  of  Fenwick,  Mar- 

doch,  alias  laird  Murdoch,  Roland  Ritchison 
feuar  in  Gilmerton,  and  his  three  sons,  or  any 
others  who  concurred  or  joined  in  the  late  re- 
bellion, or  who,  upon  the  account  tbsroof,  hare 
appeared  in  arms.  In  any  part  of  this  our  king- 
dom. But  that  they  pursue  them  as  the  worst 
of  traitors,  and  present  and  deliver  such  of  them 
as  they  shall  have  within  their  power,  to  the 
lords  of  our  privy  council,  the  sheriff  of  the 
county,  or  the  magistrates  of  the  next  ad- 
jacent burgh-royal,  to  be  by  them  made  forth- 
coming to  law :  certifying  all  persons,  either 
heritors,  tenants,  or  otner  men  or  women,  as 
shall  be  found  to  fail  in  their  duty  herain, 
they  shall  be  esteemed  and  punished  as  favour- 
ers of  the  said  rebellion,  and  as  persons  acces- 
sory to,  and  guilty  of  the  same.  And  to  the 
end  all  our  grod  subjects  may  have  timeous  no- 
tice hereof,  ^Ve  do  ordaJn  these  presents  to  be 
forthwith  printed,  and  published  at  the  market- 
crosses  of  Edinburgh,  Linlithgow,  Stirling, 
Lanark,  Ayr,  Rutberglen,  Glasgow,  Irvine^ 
WIgton,  Kirkcudbright,  Dumfries,  Cowpar  in 
Fife^  Jedburgh,  Ferth,  and  remanent  market- 
crosses  of  the  head  burghs  of  the  several  shires 
of  the  kingdom,  by  macers  or  messengers  at 
arms.  And  we  do  reconmiend  to  the  right 
reverend  our  archbishop  and  bishops,  to  give 
order  that  this  our  proclamation  be,  with  all 
diligence,  read  on  the  Lord's  day,  in  aU  the 
churches  within  their  several  dioceses,  that  none 
pretend  ignorance.  Given  under  our  signet  at 
Edinburgh,  the  twenty  sixth  day  of  June  1079, 
and  of  our  reign  the  thirty  first  year. 

Alxz.  Gibson,  CI.  Seer.  CooelUI. 
GOD  SAVE.  THli  YLl'SO- 
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bellion.  This  will  ^>pear  hard  after 
what  hath  been  nairated,  and,  we 
haye  seen,  their  dechiration  vindicates  them 
finom  such  hard  epithets.  Their  pn^poaala 
bad  been  some  way  reckoned  reasonable; 
and,  had  it  not  been  their  own  divisions,  it  is 
probable  a  treaty  had  been  entered  to.  Now 
when  they  are  broke,  I  can  see  no  use  of  such 
hard  worcl8,but  to  irritate  the  remains  of  them, 
and  pat  them  upon  a  new  rising.  The  pre- 
tended reason  for  publishing  this  declaration, 
is,  to  keep  subjects  from  being  insnared  and 
brought  to  trouble  by  them.  This  may 
hold  as  to  such  whose  names  are  insert ; 
but  this  was  neither  a  fiill  list,  nor  a  true 
Ust,  as  we  have  heard;  and  the  general 
clause,  or  any  others  who  concurred  or 
j(Hned  in  the  late  rebellion,  makes  subjects 
as  liable  to  trouble,  as  to  those  not  named, 
as  Tidth  relation  to  such  as  are  named.  All 
such  who  fail  in  their  duty  in  the  premisses, 
are  to  be  punished  as  guilty  of  rebellion. 
Here  is  a  broad  foundation  laid  for  pur- 
suing and  harassing  multitudes,  who  after- 
wards, by  people  whose  interest  it  was  to 
have  them  guilty,  were  pretended  to  be  ac- 
cessary to  this  rising;  and  the  following 
years  are  a  sad  commentary  upon  this  gen- 
eraL  The  proclamation  ends  with  a  re- 
commendation to  the  archbishops  and  bish- 
ops, to  see  that  it  be  published  in  all  parish 
chiurches.  This  method  of  publishing  the 
counciPs  acts  of  this  nature,  is  new.  The 
conformable  clergy  gave  ready  obedience, 
and  they  had  been  ungrate  had  they  done 
otherwise;  but  in  reading  it,  one  would 
think  they  might  have  had  many  challenges, 
as  having  been  the  occasion  of  all  this  se- 
verity, blood,  and  confusion ;  however  the 
chiurch  and  Sabbath  seem  not  altogether  so 
very  proper  for  such  publications. 

In  the  afternoon's  sederunt,  June  26th, 
1  find  the  general  present,  when  the  council 
give  his  grace  their  thanks  for  his  great 
pains  in  suppressing  the  late  rebellion. 
Orders  are  given  to  the  magistrates  of  Ed- 
inburgh to  provide  chiruigeons  that  may 
attend  the  sick  and  wounded  prisoners,  and 
to  appoint  persons  to  receive  meat  and 
drink,  and  see  it  distributed  among  them. 
The  like  orders  are  sent  to  Linlithgow  and 
HamUtoiL  Next  day  the  militia  troops  be- 
j'onif  Forth  are  ordered  home,  and  the 


militia  regiment  of  Edinburgh  ordered  to 
guard  the  prisoners  by  turns. 

July  4th.  The  council  receive  a  letter 
from  the  king,  dated  June  29th,  wherein 
he  directs  them  as  to  the  disposal  of  the 
prisoners,  which   I  have    added    below.* 


•  jLing*s  letter  to  Council,  June  29lh,  1679. 

Right  trusty  and  well  beloved.  &c    We  greet 
you  well.     After  full  consideration  of  what  is 
past  since  the  first  news  of  this  rebellioD,  «• 
cannot  but  be  highly  satisfied  with   the  great 
care  you  have  shown,  and  the  great  afTection 
and  forwardness  of  our  subjects  in  that  our  an- 
cient kingdom,  in  suppressing  th(»e  rebeb  who 
endeavoured  to  strike  at  the  very  root  of  oar 
government.     And  therefore,  as  we  return  yoa 
our  hearty  thanks,  ao  we  do  earnestly  recom- 
mend unto  you,  that  you  may  assure  the  no- 
bility, gentry,  and  others  who  have  ao  cheerfully, 
at  this  time,  attended  our  host,  or  were  upoa 
their  majnch  to  it,  that  we  will  never  forget  this 
signal  testimony  of  their  loyalty  and  kindness  to 
us,  and  that  you  will,  In  our  name,  return  unto 
them  our  hearty  thanks.     And  we  being  parti- 
cularly informed  of  the  great  vigilance  and  cars 
of  the  magistrates  and  council  of  our  good  town 
of  Edinburgh,  and  the  great  expenses  they  have 
been  at  upon  this  Oceanian,  we  do  desire  you  to 
call  them  to  our  council  board,  and  give  them 
our  solemn  and  hearty  thanks.    To  th«  end  that 
all  our  subjects  may  see  the  great  aversion  we 
have  for  tnose  rebels  and  their  principles,  and 
that  we  will  not  encourage  others  for  the  future, 
to  disturb  our  government  and  good  subjects,  by 
such  extravagant  insolencies  and  cruelties,  we 
do  require  you  to  try  out  for  such  among  all  the 
prisoners,  as  can  moat  probably  discover  the  rise 
and  occasion  of  this  rebellion*  the  means  by 
which  it  was  carried  on,  and  the  correspondence 
which  they  had  or  entertained  any  where  for 
that  purpose,  but  particularly  in  this  our  king- 
dom of  England.     For  discovering  of  all  which, 
we  do  ordain  you  to  offer  them  our  royal  pardon» 
if  they  discover  and  make  out  their  information, 
and  that  you  put  them  to  the  torture  if  they  re- 
fuse to  inform  In  what  you  have  pregnant  pre- 
sumptions to  believe  they  know.    When  this  is 
done,  we  do  in  the  next  place  approve  the  mo- 
tion made  by  you,  of  sending  three  or  four  hun« 
dred  of  these  prisoners  to  the  plantations,  for 
which  we  authorize  you  to  grant  a  warrant  in 
order  to  their  transportation,  and  we  will  there- 
after send  another  warrant  from  hence  for  re- 
ceiving them  in  that  plantation  for  which  they 
are  to  go,  you  giving  information  to  our  secre- 
tary of  the  place  to  which  they  are  to  be  sent. 
It  is  likewise  our  pleasure,  that  you  cause  pro- 
secute as  traitors  immediately,  the  heritors,  min- 
isters, and  ringleaders  of  this  rebfllion,  these 
only  excepted  who  shall  discover  in  manner 
above  related.     And  as  to  the  rest  of  thoae  who 
are  taken  prisoners,  we  desire  that  they  may  be 
set  at  liberty,  upon  their  enacting  themselves 
not  to  take  arms  against  us,  nor  our  authority. 
But    to  prevent  tneir  doing  mischief  for  the 
future,  we  desire  that  there  may  be  an  act  of 
council  made  and  intimated  unto  them,  that  If 
ever  they,  or  any  of  them  shall  be  beroiftcr  in 
arms,  or  at  field-couventiclra,  the  penooa  so 
taken  %ha\\  \otV«\\  \.Vi«  \i<hx«^\  «\  ^Na  wss  ^ixdoa 
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Therein  he  refers  them  to  the  duke  for  bis 
lortber  pleasure  in  a  proclamation,  which 
contained  a  suspension  of  the  laws  against 
oonyenticles,  as  we  shall  see  upon  the  5th 
section.  We  shall  find  this  letter  obeyed 
as  to  the  prisoners  in  the  next  section. 
Whether  it  was  by  yirtoe  of  the  powers 
pranted  the  duke  at  this  time,  that  he  pub- 
lished a  pardon  and  indemnity  to  all  tenants 
and  subtenants,  who  had  been  at  Bothwell, 
proTiding  they  submitted  themselves  a^nst 
such  a  day ;  or  if  the  general,  by  virtue  of 
his  former  powers,  emitted  this  before  he 
eame  into  Edinburgh,  I  know  not,  not 
having  seen  the  date  of  this  proclamation. 
But  that  he  did  publish  it,  appears  from  the 
bond  o£fered  at  this  time,  to  the  heritors 
in  the  west  country,  the  tenor  whereof 
was :  **  Whereas  the  duke  of  Buccleugh, 
general  of  his  majesty's  forces,  has  thought 
fit  to  issue  forth  a  proclamation  of  pardon 
and  indemnity  to  all  tenants  and  subtenants 
that  were  actually  concerned  in  the  re- 
bellion,  and  present  at  the  late  fight  at 
Hamilton,  and  shall  render  themselves,  I 
their  horse  and  arms,  to  his  grace,  at  the  \ 
Idng^s  standard,  or  the  magistrate  in  chief 
of  the  head  bui^h  of  the  shire,  where  they 
shall  happen  to  be,  m-ithin  days  after 

the  publication  of  the  said  proclamation. 

"  These  are  testifying,  that  I  do 

by  these  presents,  bind  and  oblige  myself, 
that  in  case  any  of  my  tenants  or  subtenants 
that  were  concerned  in  the  rebellion,  and 
present  at  the  late  fight,  shall  refuse  or 
delay  to  accept  of  this  act  of  grace,  within 
the  time  limited,  I  shall  use  my  utmost  en- 
deavour forthwith  to  apprehend  and  deliver 
up  to  justice  all  such  persons ;  and  in  case 
it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  any  of  the 
said  persons  shall  be  found  to  have  resided 
on  my  land,  at  the  end  of  thirty  days  after 
the  date  of  the  said  proclamation,  I  shall 
forfeit  and  be  liable  to  his  majesty  in  the 


and  Indemnity.  You  will  receive  from  the  duke 
of  Bocdeugh  and  Monmouth  our  further  plea* 
•ore  in  a  proclamation,  which  we  hare  sent 
unto  htm,  to  be  presented  unto  you,  to  the  end 
it  may  be  pabliahed  in  our  name.  And  lo  we 
Md  you  heartily  farewelL  Given  at  our  court 
at  Whitehall,  the  S9th  day  of  June,  1679,  and  of 
oar  rdign  the  thirty-flnt  year. 

By  bit  majesty*!  command, 

Lavdebdalm. 


sum  of  £oOO  Scots,  for  every  such 
perron  as  shall  be  found  in  my  land.  ^^ '^* 
Those  only  excepted  to  whom  the  king  and 
council  shall  think  fit  to  grant  a  pardon. 
In  witness  whereof,  &c.'* 

For  any  thing  I  can  learn,  there  were 
but  few  tenants  came  in  upon  this  procla- 
mation. A  good  many  of  the  conunon  sort 
were  made  prisoners,  and  came  not  under 
it;  and  those  who  escaped,  hid  themselves 
for  some  time,  and  probably  had  but  uncer- 
tain accounts  of  this  offer,  and  many  were 
unwilling  to  venture  themselves  so  soon  to 
the  hands  of  the  army  or  magistrates. 
Neither  do  I  find  the  heritors  most  con- 
cerned, were  willing  to  come  into  this 
l)ond.  It  did  involve  them  in  OH-ning  the 
rising  to  be  rebellion,  and  engaged  them  to 
turn  out  all  their  tenants  who  came  not  in 
within  the  time  limited,  and  brought  them 
under  a  fine  in  case  they  were  after  found 
upon  their  lands,  and  I  find  no  penalty  en- 
forcing this  bond  upon  them ;  and  therefore, 
as  far  as  I  know,  it  came  to  very  little. 
This  proclamation,  however,  was  of  a  quite 
different  strain  from  that  we  have  seen 
emitted  by  the  council,  June  26th,  before 
the  duke  came  up  to  them. 

At  this  diet  the  council  write  to  the  dif- 
ferent sherifis  in  the  shires,  on  the  south 
side  of  Tay,  to  send  up  exact  lists  of  the 
heritors  who  did  not  attend  upon  the  king^s 
host,  or  left  it  ^dthout  allowance,  that  they 
may  be  prosecute  according  to  law.  It 
took  some  time  before  this  nuttter  was 
brought  to  a  bearing;  and,  therefore,  I 
shall  refer  it  to  the  next  year,  when  multi- 
tudes were  brought  to  trouble  upon  this 
account.  At  the  same  time  the  council, 
being  informed  that  Alexander  and  James 
Balfours,  tenants  in  Gilstoun,  who  were 
taken  in  arms  going  to  rebellion,  have 
fraudulently  disposed  their  estates  and 
means,  order  the  sheriff  of  Fyfe  to  seques- 
trate all  they  have  for  the  king's  use.  His 
grace  the  duke  of  Buccleugh  and  Mon- 
mouth takes  his  leave  of  the  council,  July 
6th,  and  they  write  a  letter  of  compliment 
to  Lauderdale,  thanking  the  king  for  send- 
ing him,  and  acknowledging  the  great  ser- 
vice he  hath  done. 

The  proclamation  of  l\\«  ^^  <3lt  Vsaa 
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a  little  Boftened  by  the  indemnity  the 
king  was  pkeied  to  gnmt  some  time 
after  thif.  It  bean  date  at  Windsor,  July 
27th.  What  was  the  reason  of  the  delaying 
the  publishing  of  it  to  August  14th,  I  shall 
not  determine.  That,  as  we  shall  hear,  was 
the  day  of  the  public  execution  of  Messrs 
King  and  Kid.  It  nuty  be  reckoned  inyidi- 
ous  to  suppose  that  methods  were  taken  to 
delay  it  at  London  for  some  weeks,  and  its 
publication,  when  agreed  to  there,  was  de- 
ferred so  long,  that  the  soldiers  might  have 
the  longer  time  to  harass  and  spoil  the  coun- 
try. Indeed  the  indemnity  was  so  clogged, 
that  it  put  no  great  stop  to  that  when  it 
came.    It  is  inserted  below,*  and  was  pub- 


*  IndemnUtf  after  BothiccU,  July  27tA,  1679, /ni^ 
lUlied  August  lUh, 
Chables  R. 
Charles  II.  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Scot- 
land, Enffland,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender 
of  the  faUh,  &c.  To  all  and  snndiy  our  good 
ealjects  whom  theee  presents  do  or  may  concern, 
greeting.  The  juet  reeentmenta  we  have  of  the 
rebellious  courses  taken  by  some  in  that  our  an- 
cient kingdom  of  Scotland,  bv  poisoning  our 
people  with  principles  inconsistent  with  true 
piety,  and  all  human  society,  as  well  as  with 
oar  royal  government,  and  of  the  humorous 
factions  of  others,  who  (under  pretext  of  repre- 
senting grievances  to  us)  bavt  most  unjustly, 
both  in  Scotland  and  England,  defamed  our 
judicatures  of  Scotland,  and  thereby  weakened 
our  authority  therein  represented:  all  which 
did  not  hindfer  us  from  endeavouring  to  quiet 
the  one  by  our  late  proclamation,  and  the  other 
by  a  public  hearing  and  debate ;  and  being  most 
desirous  to  cover  all  the  imperfections  of  our 
subjects,  and  to  remove  the  fears  and  jealousies 
whence  they  proceed ;  we  have,  therefore,  by  our 
royal  authority,  and  the  undoubted  prerogative 
of  our  crown,  thought  fit  (with  the  advice  of  our 

frivy  council)  to  indemnify,  remit,  and  paordon, 
with  the  exceptions  after  specified)  all  such  as 
have  been  at  field  or  house-conventicles,  aU  such 
as  are  guilty  of  irregular  administration  of  the 
sacraments,  and  other  schismatic  disorders,  all 
such  as  have  been  engaged  in  the  rebdllon,  1666, 
or  the  late  rebellion  tnis  present  year  of  God, 
1679,  all  such  as  have  spoken,  written,  printed^ 
published,or  dispersed  any  traitorous  speeche8,in- 
famous  libels,  or  pasquils,  all  such  as  have  misre- 
presented any  of  our  judicatures,  servants,  or 
subjects,  or  have  advised  any  thing  contrary  to 
our  laws,  all  such  as  have  malversedln  any  public 
station  or  trust ;  and  ffeneraUy,  all  such  as  are 
liable  to  any  pursuit,  tor  any  cause,  or  occasion, 
relating  to  any  public  administration,  by  con- 
trivances, actings,  oppositions,  or  oUierwajrs, 
preeedinr  the  mite  hereof.  Declaring  the  gen- 
erality of  these  presents  to  be  as  effectual  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  if  every  circumstance 
of  every  the  foresaid  delinquencies,  or  mlsde- 
meBDon,  wen  particularly  and  specially  here 
Inmrted:  and  as  if  erery  of  the  persons  that 


lishedwith  a  great  deal  of  solemnity  at  Edin- 
buigh,  August  14th.  A  scaffold  was  erected 
at  the  cross,  and  the  magistrates  came  to  it 
in  the  forenoon  in  their  robes,  and  were  wit- 
nesses to  the  proclamation.  In  the  after- 
noon, Messrs  King  and  Kid  were  hanged,, 
and  their  heads  cut  off  upon  another  mf- 
fold.  And  when  that  was  oyer,  there  were 
public  rejoicings :  the  bells  were  tolled,  and 
bonfires  put  on  through  the  dty.  That  this 
was  timed  so,  as  it  might  be  an  insult  upon 
these  two  good  men  who  were  put  to  death, 
I  shall  not  say;  this  was  but  a  poor  re- 
yenge.  Be  this  as  it  will,  the  public  re- 
joicings were  a  little  dashed  by  a  fire 
breaking  out  in  the  dty  that  night,  which 


might  be  challenged  and  pursued  for  the  same, 
had  a  remission  under  our  great  seal,  or  an  act  of 
indemnity  passed  in  his  favours ;  discharging  any 
of  our  officers,  or  subjects,  to  pursue  any  persoB 
or  persons  upon  any  such  accounts,  either  ad 
vindictam  jmolicam  rel  jnivatam,  or  to  upbraid 
them  therewith.  And  commanding  all  our 
judges  to  interpret  this  our  remission  and  in- 
demnity, with  all  possible  latitude  and  favour, 
as  tbey  will  be  answerable  to  us  upon  their 
highest  perils;  excepting  such  as  are  already 
forfeited  by  our  parliaments,  or  our  criminal 
court,  fined  by  our  privy  council,  and  inch,  who 
being  fined  by  inferior  judicatures,  tiave  paid,  or 
transacted  for  their  fines,  in  so  fiir  as  coocemi 
their  respective  fines,  so  imposed ;  excepting 
also,  all  such  heriton  and  ministers,  who  have 
been  in  the  late  rebellion,  or  were  contrivers 
thereof,  and  such  heriton  as  have  contributed 
thereto,  by  leries  of  men  or  money :  and  except- 
ing likewise  such  as  obeyed  not  our,  and  oar 
councirs  proclamation,  in  assisting  in  our  host,  to 
be  pursued  for  that  their  delinquency,  according 
to  law ;  and  such  persons  as  have  threatened  or 
abused  any  of  the  orthodox  clergy,  or  any  of  oar 

good  sabiects  for  assisting  us  in  suppreoslog  the 
ite  rebellion ;  and  that,  since  our  proclamation, 
dated  the  20th  day  of  June  last  past.  Which 
indemnity  we  do  grant  to  those  who  were  en- 
gaged in  the  late  rebellion,  prorided  that  ihej 
shall  appear  before  such  as  our  privy  ooancfl 
shall  nominate,  betwixt  and  the  diets  following, 
viz,  these  that  are  within  this  kingdom,  betwixt 
and  the  eighteenth  day  of  September,  and  these 
that  are  forth  thereof,  betwixt  and  the  thirteenth 
of  November  next  to  come,  and  enact  themselves, 
never  to  carry  arms  against  us,  or  our  autho- 
rity, and  with  express  condition,  that  if  ever 
they  shall  be  at  any  field-conventicle,  or  shall  do 
any  violence  to  anv  of  our  orthodox  clergy,  this 
our  indemnity  shall  not  be  useful  to  such  trans- 
gressors any  manner  of  vray,  as  it  shall  not  bs 
to  any  for  private  crimes,  such  as  murders,  as- 
sassinations, thefts,  adulteries,  the  fines  and  de- 
nunciations thereof,  and  such  like  as  never  vss 
to  be  comprehended  under  general  acts  of  ia- 
demnity,  and  particularly  the  execrable  minder 
of  the  late  archbishop  of  St  Andraws,  nor  to 
tach  aa  were  appointed  to  be  carried  to  the  plan- 
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Icftrojed  a  lodging,  and  was  happily  stop- 

«d. 

Wlien  this  indemnity  was  published,  it 
ras  DO  great  matter  of  rejoicing  to  the 
MopleooneemedinBothwelL  The  draught 
if  it  appears  abundantly  canning  and  cau- 
ioDS^  and  Landerdale  fails  not  in  it  to 
lotioe  his  own  Tictory  oyer  dnke  Hamilton, 
rhe  field-preachers,  termed  here  those  who 
loisoned  the  subjects  with  principles  in- 
XMMStent  with  piety,  society,  and  gorerc- 
nent»  are  for  once  put  in  good  company, 
ind  coupled  with  these  worthy  patriots,  of 
rhom  more  hereafter,  who  were  struggling 
br  ciyil  liberty,  and  ease  from  oppression 
md  burdens,  under  the  name  of  a  numerous 
action.  After  this  fling  at  all  who  appear 
'or  liberty,  civil  or  ecclesiastic,  the  king, 
vj  Tirtne  of  his  prerogative,  "  pardons  all 
rho  have  been  at  house  or  field-conven- 
tidcs^  who  are  guilty  of  irregular  adminis- 
xation  of  the  sacrsments,  and  other  schis- 
■aatie  disorders,  those  who  have  been  at 
Pentland  and  Bothwell,"  under  the  excep- 
tjoaa  contained  in  the  proclamation.  What 
bUows  points  at  duke  Hamilton,  and  the 
rest  of  the  complainers  sgainst  the  arbitrary 
nd  oppressive  administrations  of  I^nder- 
iale  and  his  brother.  **  All  authors  of  in- 
hmoos  libels  or  pasquils,  all  such  who  have 
ndsrepresented  any  of  our  judicatories,  ser- 
ranta,  or  subjects."  What  a  fine  pass  are 
BHitterB  come  to  in  Scotland,  when  a  good 
many  of  the  greatest  and  best  of  our  no- 
bility, and  others,  must  have  an  indemnity 
pTen  them,  and  be  ranked  among  the  rebels 
nd  traitors,  as  the  people  at  Bothwell 
ware  esteemed  to  be,  merely  for  represent- 
ing matter  of  iui  to  the  king  I  And  if 
Ejmderdsle,  or  others  his  creatures,  needed 
■a  indemnity  for  any  thing  complained  of, 


tatioti«,  by  oar  letter,  dated  the  twenty-ninth 
day  of  June  Inut,  though  their  liven  be,  by  this 
oar  royal  proclamation  also,  iiernrcd  unto  them, 
In  manner,  and  upon  the  conditions  above  men- 
Honed.  Bat  lest  the  hope  of  impunity  should 
■nboldcn  the  malicious  to  future  diRnrders,  we 
io  hereby  eommand  our  privy  council,  and  all 
onr  other  Judicatures,  to  pursue  and  punish 
with  all  the  severitv  that  law  can  atlow,  all 
wutk  as  shall  hereaf^ter  threaten  or  abuse  the 
artbodoK  clei^,  murmur  a^rainst  our  judica- 
larea,  or  offlcem,  or  shall  make,  publish,  print, 
■r  disperse  libels,  or  pnsqnils,  these  being  the 
forernnncn  of  all  nYmiVions,  Mod  which,  by  de- 


they  are  cast  in  under  the  extent  of 
the  king's  grace,  as  follows : — Or  ad- 
vised any  thing  contrary  to  law,  or  mal versed 
in  any  public  station.  The  exceptions  are 
many  and  lai^,  and  very  much  darken  this 
act  of  grace.  With  one  daidi,  heritors  and 
ministers,  who  were  in  the  rebellion,  or 
contributed  thoreto,  are  scored  off.  Tenants 
and  the  meaner  sort  were  pardoned  before, 
and,  it  seems,  the  king  goes  no  further 
than  the  general;  yea,  such  are  excepted 
as  came  not  out  to  assist  the  king's  host, 
that  is,  who  would  not  actively  concur  to 
shed  the  blood  of  these  people  who  were 
essaying  to  retrieve  their  religion  and  li- 
berty.  We  shall  find  a  great  many  harassi^d 
upon  this  score.  Further,  the  condition 
upon  which  the  pardon  is  suspended,  ren- 
dered it  almost  of  no  value  to  such  who  aro 
not  directly  excepted.  That  they  enact 
themselves,  before  such  whom  the  council 
shall  nominate,  never  to  carry  arms  against 
the  king  or  his  authority,  and  never  to  be 
at  any  field-conventicle.  Very  few  con- 
cerned disowned  the  king's  authority,  and 
the  most  part  by  far  had  not  the  least  view 
of  resisting  the  king;  yet  so  general  an  ex- 
pression, excluding  resistance  in  all  cases 
to  any  authorized  by  the  king,  was  choking 
to  most  of  them ;  neither  would  they  bind 
up  themselves  from  hearing  the  gospel  in 
the  open  fields.  This  goodly  indemnity  is 
closed  up  with  a  command  to  the  council, 
and  other  judicatories,  to  punish,  with  all 
the  severity  law  will  allow,  not  the  keepers 
of  conventicles,  which  may  be  wondered  at, 
but  such  as  murmur  against  judicatories, 
that  is,  the  actings  of  Lauderdale  and  his 
brother  in  council,  or  our  officers,  or  make 
or  disperse  libels  or  pasquils,  that  is,  repre- 
sentations of  grievances,  complaints  against 


faming  authority,  do  disappoint  all  its  just  and 
necessary  methods.  Ancl  to  the  end  all  our 
good  sabjects  may  have  notice  of  this  our  royal 
will  and  pleasure,  we  do  hereby  command  our 
lyon  king  at  arms,  and  bis  brethren,  heralds, 
macers,  pursaivanU,  and  messengers  at  arms, 
to  make  timeous  intimation  hereof,  at  the  mar- 
ket-cross of  Edinburgh,  and  other  places  need- 
ful. Given  at  our  court  at  Windsor-castle,  the 
27th  day  of  July,  1679,  and  of  our  reign  the 
thirty,  first  year. 

By  his  majesty^s  command, 

God  tJLva  tm  w«. 
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maladmiiustratioii,  aod  the  like,  thone 


being  the  fbrenmnen  of  all  rebellions. 
Thus  they  endeayour  to  crush  all  aftor  at- 
tempts for  informing  the  king,  or  relieying 
the  country  from  tyranny  and  oppression; 
and  the  blame  ci  Both  well  is  tacitly,  though 
plainly  enough,  charged  upon  duke  Ham- 
ilton and  his  party.  It  is  scarce  worth 
while  to  observe,  that  the  bishops   and 

.  deigy  are  not  required  to  intimate  this  in- 
demnity from  their  pulpits,  as  they  were  to 
intimate  the  former  proclamation.  One 
would  think  there  was  as  much  reason  for 
the  one  as  for  the  other,  and  certainly  this 
seems  as  agreeable  to  their  function.  But, 
it  may  be,  this  scrimp  and  scanty  proclama^ 
tion  of  pardon  was  not  so  pleasing  to  them 
as  the  former,  and  their  friends  spare  them. 
Any  thing  further  remarkable  in  the 
oouncirs  procedure,  this  year,  will  £Edl  in 
upon  the  following  sections. 

When  we  have  thus  seen  the  procedure 
of  the  council  and  government,  we  need  be 
the  less  surprised  at  the  military  execution, 
ravagings  of  the  soldiers,  and  procedure  of 
the  army  up  and  down  the  country  after 
BothwelL  The  door  was  cast  open  to 
them  by  the  proclamation,  June  26Ui,  and 
I  can  scarce  say  it  was  shut  by  the  indem- 
nity, and  they  fall  frankly  to  work,  in 
which  they  frequently  exceed  the  severe 
laws  of  this  period.  Particularly,  wc  shall 
find  Claverhouse  raging  in  the  west  and 
south,  this  and  several  following  years,  and 
committing  many  grievous  oppressions. 
He  could  never  forgive  the  baffle  he  met 
with  at  Drumclog,  and  resolved  to  be 
avenged  for  it ;  and  yet  we  shall  meet  n-ith 
some  others  more  bloody  and  barbarous 
than  he.  Every  body  must  see,  that  it  is 
now  almost  impossible  to  give  any  tolerable 
view  to  the  reader,  of  the  spulics,  depreda- 
tions, and  violences,  committed  by  the  sol- 
diers, under  such  officers  as  at  this  time 
they  had.  Multitudes  of  instances,  once 
flagrant,  are  now  at  this  distance  lost;  not 
a  few  of  them  were  never  distinctly  kno^-n, 
being  committed  in  such  circumstances  as 
upon  the  matter  buried  them.  And  it 
M'ould  swell  this  section  too  much,  should 
I  even  insert  all  the  instances  I  have  met 
with,  therefore  I  shall  only  narrate  a  few  I 

find  well  vouched  and  certain. 


A  great  many  parties  of  soldiers  were 
dispersed  through  all  quarters  of  the  west 
and  south ;  but  I  shall  almost  confine  my- 
sdf  here  to  the  severities  oonmiitted  by 
Claverhouse,  and  the  forces  under  his  com- 
mand, in  the  circuit,  shall  I  call  it,  which 
he  made  a  very  little  after  the  engagement 
at  BothwelL  In  a  few  days  after  this  de- 
feat, I  find  him,  and  the  soldiers  under  hit 
command,  harassing  the  shire  of  Ayr; 
from  that  he  goes  to  Galloway,  and  from 
thence  to  Nithsdale  and  Dumfries.  As 
they  perambulate  those  places,  it  was  their 
care  to  inform  themselves  in  every  parish 
who  had  been  at  Bothwell,  in  which  the 
episcopal  incumbents  were  very  usefril  to 
them.  Andy  considering  that  the  i^il 
went  to  their  o^^  pockets,  and  was  never 
accounted  for,  we  may  safely  suppose,  they 
were  well  enough  disposed  to  receive  in- 
formations, diligent  to  have  them,  and  not 
over  nice  in  taking  of  them.  Thus  multi- 
tudes of  persons,  who  were  noways  con- 
cerned in  Bothwell,  now  and  afterwards 
came  to  much  loss  and  trouble.  So  miser- 
able a  thing  it  is,  to  lay  a  poor  country 
open  to  the  covetous  and  cruel  lusts  of  a 
profligate  army  I  Upon  those  informations, 
such  as  they  were,  without  any  probation, 
and  when  there  was  nobody  to  oppose 
them,  they  attacked  the  houses  <tf  such 
who,  they  pretended,  had  been  in  the  rising. 
Few  or  none  of  the  persons  themselves 
found  it  convenient  to  wait  for  their  coming, 
but  made  the  best  shifts  they  could.  Their 
families,  in  their  absence,  were  fallen  upon, 
and  suffered  very  much;  their  relations, 
yea,  every  family  near  by,  where  the  sol- 
diers were  pleased  to  dlege  the  rebels 
might  be ;  and  every  thing  they  inclined  to 
have,  was  taken  away,  and  great  sums  ex- 
torted for  such  things  as  they  carried  not 
with  them.  All  this  was  the  harder  upon 
the  west  country,  especially  the  shire  of 
A3rr  and  adjacent  places,  that  they  had  been 
but  last  year  sufficiently  pillagod  by  the 
barbarous  Highland  host.  The  reader  will 
easily  perceive,  this  will  make  the  depreda- 
tions this  year  doubly  heavy  to  the  country, 
and  like  the  ripping  up  of  a  wound,  when 
but  lately,  and  indeed  scarce  skinned  over. 
It  deserve  our  notice  further,  before  I  come 
'^to  i^^ir^cnVvc^  lVv«.t,  for  two  years  after 


:hap.  III.] 

Mhwdl,  the  toldien  nerer  paid  any  thinn^ 
or  iheir  qiiaiten»  bat  lived  at  discretion 
[poB  ihe  wmt  and  aoath.  This,  if  calculate, 
ronld  come  to  a  yaat  sum  levied  from  the 
omitrjr,  eqtecially  ooniidering  the  manner 
f  tiieir  liying  npon  the  substance  of  others: 
hej  were  sore  to  take  the  best  things  that 
rare  to  be  had  in  the  place,  and,  generally 
pealdng,  they  destroyed  as  much  to  the 
«ople  upon  whom  they  quartered,  as  they 
fid  est  up,  if  not  more.  Yea,  till  the  re- 
tdntioo,  they  never  paid  any  thing  for 
ramient  quarters,  that  is,  when  upon  their 
oad,  and  when  not  directly  allotted  for  so 
sanj  days  upon  such  and  such  houses. 
nds  lidl  very  sore  upon  many  places  in 
he  west  country.  I  could  instance  in  the 
own  of  Kilmarnock,  where,  for  some  years 
ilcr  Bothwell,  there  scarce  ever  passed  a 
rede,  but  there  were  some  companies  or 
roofM  lay  there,  for  a  night  or  two,  in 
heir  coming  or  going,  and  that  as  much 
qpon  free  quarter,  as  they  had  been  in  an 
namy*s  country.  And  tiie  little  village  of 
Dialmellington,  which  is  the  key  into  Gal- 
9WBJ  and  the  south  from  the  west  country, 
affmd  this  way  a  great  deal  more  than 
an  be  computed. 

To  come  to  some  particular  instances ; 
rben  Claverhouse  came  to  the  shire  of 
kyr,  in  his  road  southward,  there  were  very 
BW  parishes  which  lay  near  his  rout  that 
maiiped  him  and  the  parties  he  sent  about 
have  two  instances  from  the  parish  of  Bar, 
rell  vouched,  which  shall  serve  in  room  of 
nany  might  be  named.  William  AfLewey- 
ad,  iuMerkland,  in  that  parish,  had  been  at 
lothwell,  and  was  a  prisoner  at  present  in 
be  Ghray-friars  church-yard  in  Edinburgh. 
lii  wife,  who  yet  lives,  having  notice  of  her 
osband's  circumstances,  went  in  to  Edin- 
ingfa,  and  by  a  gentleman*s  interest  with 
(MM  of  the  managers,  got  him  liberate  by 
h0  coundL  While  they  were  coming  home, 
narerhouse  and  his  troop  came  to  this 
laa'a  house,  upon  information  he  had  been 
t  Bothwell,  and  perfectly  rifled  it:  they 
Dok  all  the  clothes  away,  and  two  horses 
forth  six  pounds  sterling.  These  gentle- 
mh  never  regarded  whether  the  people, 
boot  whom  they  had  informations,  were 
lead,  or  priaoners:  that  which  they  looked 
Aer  wmg  tbmr  goods  mad  cattle,  and  any 
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thing  that  made  best  for  them.  After 
William  was  come  home  to  his  emp-  ^'^^' 
ty  house,  and  had  plenished  it,  in  a  little 
time  Edmonston  of  Broich,  having  procured 
a  gift  qS.  the  moveables  of  the  people  in 
that  parish  who  had  been  at  Bothwell, 
came  and  spoiled  his  house,  though  he  had 
been  liberate  by  the  council,  and  took  away 
any  thing  which  remained,  with  all  the  com 
and  crop  he  had.  Not  long  after,  when 
the  test  came  about,  the  said  William  re- 
fusing it,  his  master  the  biird  of  Girvan- 
mains,  took  from  him  nine  cows,  and  oxen, 
a  horse,  and  twenty  ^-^e  sheep,  with  all 
the  crop  and  growing  oi  that  year,  and  any 
thing  that  was  portable  of  household-plen- 
ishing. Yea,  so  cruel  were  they,  that  he 
himself  being  fled  from  his  house,  and  his 
wife  hearing  of  their  coming,  having  re- 
moved some  small  matter  of  her  clothes, 
and  other  things  in  the  house,  to  a  little 
house  in  a  glen,  at  some  distance  from  the 
house,  the  party  employed  getting  notice 
of  it,  after  they  had  plundered  the  house, 
came  back  and  took  it  all  away.  I  purposely 
cast  together  things  done  in  several  years  to 
this  good  man,  that  the  reader  may  have 
some  small  view  of  the  chain  of  the  trou- 
bles and  spulies  serious  and  religious  per- 
sons sustained  about  this  time,  though  in- 
deed they  be  inexpressible. 

The  other  person  in  the  same  parish  is 
James  Macjarrow.  I  do  not  find  he  was  at 
Bothwell  himself,  but  he  was  attacked,  and 
forced  to  pay  thirty  pounds  Scots  by  way 
of  fine,  only  because  he  hired  a  young  man 
to  be  his  servant,  who  had  been  at  Bothwell, 
and  was  taken  prisoner,  and  liberate  by  the 
council,  upon  his  taking  the  bond.  This 
person  is  yet  alive ;  and  I  have  this  and 
some  other  severities  which  may  come  in 
afterwards,  under  his  own  hand.  Several 
other  instances  might  be  given  from  this 
one  parish.  Many  poor  families  were 
spoiled,  under  pretext  of  having  been  at 
BothwelL  One  man  who  was  not  there, 
had  thirty  pounds  forced  from  him,  and  an- 
other a  greater  sum.  But,  by  those  hinfs, 
we  may  some  way  guess  at  the  ravages 
committed  upon  the  neighbouring  parishes; 
and  indeed  particular  instances  would  bo 
endless. 

if  we  follow  C\aver>ioittA  VaXa  Q^sSX^nv  vj  ^ 
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we  shall  find  somethinin  yet  worse. 

17AflL 

He  carried  in  with  him  some  Eng^ 
liah  drag^oons,  several  troops  of  horse,  and 
tome  companies  of  foot  The  damages 
those  committed  are  beyond  reckoning. 
We  haye  heard  somewhat  of  their  method 
with  such  as  were  alleged  to  be  at  Both  well : 
but  I  find  in  Galloway  they  scarce  made 
any  distinction  betwixt  those  and  others. 
In  that  country  they  seized  all  the  horses 
they  could  find,  and  either  carried  them  ofij 
or  made  their  owners  pay  near  their  fiiU 
price;  and  spulied  all  the  houses  in  their 
way,  without  putting  themselves  to  the 
trouble  to  ask  questions ;  and  carried  away 
every  thing  they  pleased.  In  the  parish  of 
Carsfidm  Claverhouse  took  abundance  of 
horses,  and  such  as  were  of  any  use  he 
carried  with  him.  From  one  man  in  Craig- 
engillen  were  taken  three,  worth  eleven 
nobles  apiece.  In  the  same  parish  they  took 
fifty  pounds  from  a  poor  widow  woman,  be- 
cause, as  they  alleged,  a  servant  which  was 
in  her  house  had  been  at  BothwelL    The 

.  neighbouring  parish  Balmaclellan  was  in  the 
like  manner  sadly  harassed,  and  many 
others  near  by.  In  one  house,  one  of  the 
ruffian  soldiers  forced  the  woman  before  her 
husband's  eyes,  and  then  spoiled  the  house, 
and  carried  off  what  made  for  them.  In 
the  parish  of  Glencaim,  the  soldiers  under 
Claverhouse  made  terrible  havoc ;  besides 
the  ordinary  practices  in  other  places  whi- 
thersoever they  came,  the  seizing  horses,  pil- 
laging houses,  and  the  like:  two  passages 
of  their  barbarity  I  have  well  vouched» 
cannot  well  be  passed.  They  apprehended 
a  poor  harmless  youth  at  his  work,  and 
pressed  him  to  declare  who  of  his  neighbours 
were  said  to  be  at  Bothwell.  The  young 
man  either  could  not,  or  would  not  inform 
them.  And  when  he  had  stood  out  their 
threateuings,  they  came  to  put  him  to  the 
torture.  Boots  and  thumbkius  were  not  at 
hand,  and  the  way  they  fell  on  was  this, 
a  small  cord  was  tied  about  his  head,  and 
both  ends  of  it  were  wreathed  about  the 
but  of  oue  of  their  pistols,  then'they  twisted 
it  about  the  upper  part  of  his  head  with 
the  pistol  so  hard,  that  the  flesh  was  cut 
round  in  to  the  skulL  The  pain  was  iiiex- 
pre§alb\e,  and  his  cries  were  heard  at  a 

gr^etU  diataace.     They  catched  a  young  herd 


boy  in  the  same  parish,  and  wooldhaye  him 
to  discover  where  his  master  vk-as,  whom 
they  alleged  to  have  been  at  BothwelL  The 
boy  very  probably  could  tell  them  nothing 
about  his  master :  however  they  took  him, 
;  and  fastened  two  small  cords  to  his  thumbs, 
I  and  by  these  hung  him  up  to  the  balk  (roof) 
of  the  house.  The  torment  he  endured 
was  very  great,  yet  they  got  nothing  out  of 
him.  *  But  the  other  youth,  last  spoken 
of,  died  within  a  little  after  he  came  out 
of  their  hands.  A  vast  number  more  of 
their  cruelties  might  easily  be  added  in 
Ayrshire,  Galloway,  Dumfries,  and  Niths- 
dale :  but  I  have  only  selected  one  or  two 
of  the  different  kinds  of  their  severities 
from  a  good  many  instances  in  my  hands, 
and  there  are  instances  in  other  shires 
as  well  as  these.  Francis  Ptark  in  Croft- 
foot,  in  the  parish  of  Carmunock,  in  Lan^ 
arkshire,  was,  some  little  time  after  Both- 
well,  questioned  for  lending  his  plough  to  a 
neighbour  of  his,  who  was  by  the  soldien 
said  to  have  been  at  Bothwell,  to  ploi^ 
one  acre  of  land.  When  he  could  not  deny 
the  matter  of  fact,  that  he  lent  his  plough 
to  such  a  man,  straightway  fourteen  sol- 
diers were  quartered  upon  him  for  some 
days :  and  they  took  up  an  inventar  of  all 
his  goods  and  pleuishing.  The  poor  man 
was  forced  to  compound,  and  give  the  sol- 
diers fifty  pounds  to  save  his  house  from 
being  plundered.  George  Park  in  Muir- 
side,  in  the  same  parish,  was  forced  to  pay 
200  merks,  for  no  other  cause,  but  his  har- 


•  "  The  cruel  enf  my  got  my  dear  brother  into 
their  hands.  'Iliey  examined  him  concerning 
the  persecuted  peo]Me  where  they  haunted,  or  if 
he  knew  where  any  of  them  was,  but  be  would 
not  open  his  mouth  to  speak  one  word  to  them. 
'I'hey  spoke  him  fair — they  offered  him  moDey  to 
speak  and  tell  them,  but  he  would  not.— they 
held  the  point  of  a  drawn  sword  to  his  naked 
breast — they  fired  a  pistol  over  his  brad— they 
set  him  on  horseback  behind  <me  of  themselTes, 
to  be  taken  away  and  hanged— they  tied  a  doth 
on  his  face  and  set  him  on  his  knees  to  be  shot  to 
death— they  beat  him  with  their  swords  and  with 
their  fists — ^they  kicked  him  several  times  to  the 
ground  with  their  feet— yet  after  they  had  u^ed 
all  the  cruelty  they  could,  he  would  not  open  his 
mouth  to  speak  one  word  to  them  ;  and,  although 
he  was  a  very  comely  proper  child,  goinc  in  ten 
years  of  sge,  yet  they  allied  him  a  vile  ugly 
dumb  devil,  and  beat  him  very  sore,  and  went 
their  way  leaving  him  lying  on  the  grniind, 
bleedlngln  the  open  fields.  —Diary  of  Sen 
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oaring'  hb  own  son  for  n  little  in  his  house, 
her  he  had  been  at  BothwelL  I  shall  shut 
p  these  particnlar  instances  with  one 
'hich  1  have  well  Touched  from  persons 
rt  aliTe,  who  were  present  Some  time 
Iter  Bothwell,  Oeoi|^  Forbes,  a  trooper  in 
ipftain  8tnarf  s  troop,  then  lyings  at  Glas- 
»w,  came  out  one  mornings  with  a  party 
r  soldiers  to  the  tillage  of  Langside,  in  the 
Irish  of  Cathcart,  not  two  miles  from  that 
itj,  and  by  force  broke  open  the  doors  of 
ohn  Mitchel  tenant  there  his  house,  who, 
ley  alleged,  had  been  at  BothwelL  John 
■as  that  morning  happily  out  of  the  way, 
'hereupon  they  seised  Anna  Park  his  wife, 
singularly  religious  and  sensible  country 
'oman,  whose  memory  is  yet  savoury  in 
sat  place;  and  pressed  her  to  tell  where 
er  husband  was.  The  good  woman  pcr- 
mptorily  refusing,  they  bound  her,  and 
ut  kindled  matches  betwixt  her  fingers,  to 
xtort  a  discovery  from  her.  Her  torment 
ras  great ;  but  her  God  strengthened  her, 
nd  she  endured  for  some  few  hours  all 
hey  could  do,  with  admirable  patience; 
nd  both  her  hands  were  disabled  for  some 
ime.  When  they  found  thoy  could  not 
rerail,  they  spoiled  the  house,  and  abused 
very  thing  in  it  The  milk  thoy  could  not 
rink  was  poured  out  on  the  ground :  the 
roats  she  had  for  the  sustenance  of  her 
imily,  they  gave  to  their  horses;  and  what 
f  them,  and  the  meal  in  the  chests,  they 
onld  not  consume,  was  cast  out  to  the 
ung-hill. 

These  hints  may  serve  to  let  us  into 
ome  knowledge  of  the  barbarity  of  this 
criod.  In  short,  multitudes  were  so  bar- 
■ed  and  oppressed,  that,  seeing  no  door  of 
elief,  they  choosed  to  take  upon  them  a 
olnntary  banishment,  and  went  ofT,  some 
rith,  and  others  without  their  families  to 
mign  countries;  such  was  the  rage  of  the 
oldiers,  and  so  lamentable  were  the  cir- 
omstanoes  of  the  poor  country  at  tbis  time. 

SECT.  II. 

y  M«  treatment  of  the  jyrisoners  taken  at 
and  after  Bothwell, 

Iating  given  some  idea  of  the  hards]}]|)s  put 
poa  the  country  in  general,  it  itt  time  to  look 


after  the  prisoners  taken  at  Hamilton 
muir,  and  some  others  catched  up  and 
down  after  the  defeat;  and  it  will  be  proper 
to  put  all  that  is  come  to  my  hand,  relatiie 
to  them,  in  this  section,  though  it  passed  in 
different  months  this  year.  About  twelve 
or  thirteen  hundred  were  carried  in  from 
the  place  of  action  to  Edinburgh,  among 
whom  was  Mr  John  Kid;  and  Mr  John 
King  was  afterwards  taken :  I  leave  them 
both  to  the  next  section.  Afterwards  about 
two  hundred  more  were  brought  in  to 
Edinbuigh  from  Stirling;  some  whereof 
were  apprehended  as  coming  from  the  north 
and  Fife,  to  join  the  army  at  Bothwell; 
others  of  them  were  taken  at  and  about 
Glasgow,  several  of  whom  had  never  been 
in  arms,  but  had  s]>okeu  kindly  to  the 
wounded  men  and  prisoncnt,  and  endea- 
voured to  supply  their  necessities:  and 
others  of  them  were  picked  up  here  and 
there  by  some  of  the  less  cruel  of  the  sol- 
diers. We  have  already  noticed,  that  those 
who  surrendered  themselves  were  presently 
stripped,  not  only  of  their  arms,  but  of  their 
clothes  also,  and  they  were  carried  into 
Edinburgh  almost  naked.  Such  who,  from 
compassion,  brought  any  refreshment  to 
them  by  the  way,  were  for  the  most  part 
abused  and  beaten,  and  the  vessels  wherein 
they  brought  provision  broken,  and  the 
meat  and  drink  scattered,  spilt,  and  trod 
upon.  None  but  women  durst  appear  in 
showing  any  compassion  towards  them: 
the  men  who  ventured  upon  this  were 
catched,  and  sent  prisoners  with  them.  At 
Linlithgow,  a  good  many  of  them  stayed 
one  night  in  their  way  to  Edinburgh,  and 
the  above  named  inhunuinities  were  re- 
markably practised  there  to  any  who  noticed 
them.  In  their  journey  they  were  gener- 
ally tied  two  and  two.  When  they  were 
come  to  Corstorphine,  within  two  miles  of 
Edinbui^h,  great  multitudes  came  out  of 
the  town  to  stare  and  gaze  upon  them. 
Both  sides  of  the  road  were  lined  with 
people,  and  some  of  them  were  most  bitter 
and  malicious  in  their  jesting  and  reproach- 
ing the  prisoners  as  they  went  by.  Too 
many  of  that  profane  mob  followed  the  pat- 
tern of  the  old  mockers  literally,  and  said, 
"  >Vhcre  is  your  iioAV  \aVe  \\\m  >j:^  "oww, 
and  Mr  Welhh   wYio  said,  -voivk  t^^s^i^  ^tna- 
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IA70  ^^  <^7?"  That  good  man  had  no 
'  such  expreasion,*  and  was  under 
yery  mekincholy  views  of  the  issue  from 
the  temper  of  some  among^  them.  Thus, 
for  two  miles,  to  crown  the  hardships  they 
had  been  and  were  under,  they  endured  the 
reproaches,  mockings,  and  sharp  tongues  of 
the  proud,  and  those  who  were  at  ease: 
their  souls  indeed  were  among  fierce  lions, 
but  many  of  them  were  perfectly  serene 
and  easy  under  all  this. 

They  came  to  Edinburgh,  June  24th, 
when  1  find  the  council  **  give  orders  to 
the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh,  to  receive  the 
prisoners  taken  at  the  late  fight,  from  the 
commanding  officer,  and  recommend  them 
to  their  custody;  and  that  for  that  end 
they  put  them  into  the  inner  Grayfriar's 
ohurcb-yard,  with  convenient  guards  to 
wait  upon  them,  who  are  to  have  at  least 
twenty-four  sentries  in  the  night  time,  and 
eight  in  the  day  time;  of  which  sentries 
the  officers  shall  keep  a  particular  list,  that 
if  any  of  the  prisoners  escape,  the  sentries 
may  assure  themselves  to  cast  the  dice,  and 
answer  body  for  body  for  the  fugitive, 
without  any  exception ;  and  the  officers  are 
to  answer  for  the  sentries,  and  the  town  of 
Edinburgh  for  the  officers.  And  if  any  of 
the  prisoners  escape,  the  council  will  re- 
quire a  particular  account,  and  make  them 
answerable  for  them."  And  next  day,  the 
council  order  a  bankf  to  be  beat  through 
the  town,  discharging  any  of  the  inhabitants 
to  come  near  the  place  where  the  prisoners 
are,  save  such  who  come  with  meat  and 
drink,  which  is  to  be  delivered  at  the  gate, 
to  be  distributed  equally  by  persons  ap- 
pointed for  that  effect.  When  they  came 
into  Edinburgh,  they  were,  agreeably  to 


*  The  editor  of  Kirk  ton  sapposes  it  very  pro- 
biible  that  Welsh  would  say  this,  although 
Wodrow  thinks  proper  to  deny  it.  In  this  re- 
mark, Mr  Sharp  only  shows  his  gross  ignorance 
of  Mr  Welsh*s  character  and  views,  for  his 
whole  conduct  in  this  case,  even  as  given  by 
Russel  himself,  proves  that  h«  did  not,  and  could 
not  anticipate  any  splendid  results  from  an  army 
so  divided  and  so  distracted  among  themselves  as 
that  of  the  covenanters  previous  to  the  battle. 
Air  Law,  in  his  Memorials,  states  what  is  more 
likely  to  be  true,  that  Cargill  prophesied  ample 
success  to  the  covenanters  on  this  occasion.— 

f  A  public  proclamation.  \ 


the  council's  orders,  carried  to  the  On^- 
friar's  church-yard,  except  8<mie  few  who 
were  taken  to  prison.    In  that  enclosure 
they  continued  near  &Ye  months,  for  the 
most  part  in  the  open  air;  and  the  two 
hundred  who  came  frt>m  Stirling,  were 
quartered  with  them.    A  good  many,  as  we 
shall  hear,  were  liberate  upon  their  taking 
the  bond,  and  some  few  now  and  then  were 
taken  up  to  the  tolbooth.    In  this  open 
prison  their  case  was  lamentable  enough: 
in  the  day  time  the  soldiers  kept  guard  in 
an  angle  of  the  church-yard ;  and  all  night 
the  prisoners  were  made  to  lie  don'n,  with- 
out any  accommodation  almost,  upon  the 
cold  ground,  where  they  stood  all  day;  and 
if  any  of  them  in  the  night  time  had  raised 
their  head  to  ease  themselves  a  little,  the 
cruel  soldiers  were  sure  to  shoot  at  them. 
When  sleeping  in  the  night,  many  of  them 
were   robbed   of   any  little  money  their 
friends  sent  them;  yea,  their  very  shoes 
and  clothes  were  stolen  away  fixmi  such  of 
them  who  had  beds  and  couches  brought  in 
to  them  by  well  disposed  people.    Their 
allowance  which  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
caused  give  them  before  he  left  Edinbuigh, 
otherwise,  it  is  probable,  they  had  not  been 
favoured  with  this  small  matter,  was  a 
barrel  of  ale  to  be  distributed  among  them 
all,  and  a  loaf  of  coarse  bread  to  each  of 
them,  and  that  for  every  day.     The  ale 
they  should  have  had  n'as,  after  his  depar- 
ture, very  seldom  given  them;  and  this  was 
some  way  made  up  by  the  water  from  the 
common  fountain,  which  was  let  into  them 
by  a  conduit     Their  bread  by  weight  was 
to  be  but  four  ounces,  which  frequently 
was  not  given  them  in  full  tale.    And  this, 
small  as  it  is,  was  the  only  aUowance  I  can 
find  that  ever  the  government  gave  to  pris- 
oners during  all  the  time  of  the  persecution 
I  am  describing.     Indeed  the  good  people 
of  Edinburgh  were  not  wanting  in  supply- 
ing them  both  in  meat,  money  and  otiier 
necessaries ;  but  so  ill  natured  were  the  sol- 
diers at    the    gate,  that  sometimes  they 
would  not  permit  the  women  (for  no  men 
were  suffered  to  get  in  to  them)  to  enter, 
but  would  have  obliged  them  to  stand  at 
the  entry  from  morning  till  night,  without 
getting  access ;  so  that  some  <^  the  pri- 
soner wo\kV<i  Wv^  \M«ii  fsmiahed^  had  it  not 
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been  lor  die  daily  aUowanoe  giyen  them, 
which  yet  was  Teiy  inconsiderable.  Great 
were  the  difficnlties  their  friends  met  with 
before  they  coold  get  in  any  food  or  raiment 
to  them,  and  the  guards  still  exacted  some- 
what for  either  meat  or  drink  as  it  came  in 
to  them.  And  to  observe  it  by  the  by,  this 
was  not  only  their  case,  but  common  to 
other  prisoners  in  common  prisons :  people 
were  still  obliged  to  gratify  the  keepers  for 
any  access  they  had  to  visit  or  minister  to 
their  ftiendS)  or  even  their  nearest  relations. 
And  although  this  be  not  much  noticed,  yet 
it  was  a  most  heavy  tax  upon  suffering  peo- 
ple, and  their  relations,  to  be  thus  imposed 
upon,  when  mean  while,  they  were  not 
overstocked  with  money.  They  were  per- 
fectly open  to  the  weather,  and  had  not  the 
least  shdter  from  the  rains,  wind,  or  cold, 
for  some  months :  indeed  towards  winter, 
a  few  weeks  before  they  were  brought  out 
of  this  place,  some  huts  made  of  deals  were 
set  up  for  them,  which  was  mightily  boasted 
as  a  great  favour. 

Several  other  circumstances  might  be 
added,  relative  to  their  difficulties  in  the 
diurch-yard :  the  soldiers,  except  some  few, 
who  were  better  natured,  were  extremely 
mde  to  them,  beating  and  maltreating  them 
upon  the  most  frivolous  occasions.  The 
people  who  got  in  to  them  from  the  town, 
pitying  their  circumstances,  pressed  them 
bard  to  take  the  bond,  and  when  they  did 
comply,  the  merciless  soldiers  mocked  and 
reproached  them,  and  violently  upbraided 
them  with  deserting  the  cause  they  had 
owned  at  Bothwell,  and  seemed  to  delight 
in  making  them  uneasy.  And  which  was 
yet  worse,  the  ruffians  were  most  rude  and 
indiscreet  to  the  women,  relations  of  the 
prisonen,  yea,  sometimes  offered  to  abuse 
them,  and  when  the  prisoners  resisted  and 
hindered  them,  the  soldiers  were  sure  to 
get  them  hardly  used  as  mutinpng  and 
resisting  them.  In  the  night  time,  when 
the  soldiers  came  among  the  prisoners,  and 
stole  away  their  clothes^  and  the  prisoners 
happened  to  awake,  and  endeavoured  to 
hold  what  was  their  own,  to-morrow  they 
were  complained  o(  and  hardly  dealt  with. 
'Many  other  hardships  were  they  under, 
too  long  here  to  be  narrated. 
After tbe prisonen  were  thus  lodged  in  the 


Grayfriars'  church-yard,  the  council 
met  several  times  while  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  was  in  the  city,  and  then  mode- 
rate measures  were  pursued.  After  several 
meetings,  it  was  agreed  upon,  that  a  bond 
should  be  offered  to  all  the  prisoners  in  the 
church-yard,  upon  the  signing  of  which 
they  were  to  be  set  at  liberty.  Yet  I  find 
it  noticed,  that  a  good  many  of  them  had 
not  the  offer  of  it  at  first,  the  managers  re- 
solving that  some  hundreds  of  them  should 
be  sent  to  the  plantations,  as  they  gave  out, 
to  satisfy  the  king  in  this  matter.  But  I 
have  reason  to  think  the  king  would  have 
been  very  easy  in  this :  and  the  reserve 
was  rather  to  satisfy  themselves,  and  the 
cruel  disposition  of  too  many  of  the  deigy. 
We  have  seen  that  transportation  was  fint 
proposed  by  the  council  What  I  meet  with 
in  the  council  register  as  to  this  bond,  is, 
July  4th,  before  the  duke  went  off:  ''the 
lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council,  in  obe- 
dience to  his  majesty's  letter,  of  the  date 
June  29th,  (inserted  before  in  a  note,  p. 
116,)  ordain  such  of  the  prisoners  as  were 
taken  in  the  rebellion,  (except  the  minis- 
ters, heritors,  and  ringleaders,  who  arc  to 
be  prosecuted  by  the  justices  and  others, 
to  be  sent  to  the  plantations,  to  the  num- 
ber of  three  or  four  hundred,  conform  to 
the  list  brought  in  by  the  committee,  and 
to  be  approven  by  the  council)  to  be  set 
at  liberty  upon  their  enacting  themselves, 
not  to  take  arms  against  his  majesty  or  his 
authority ;  and  appoint  the  clerks  of  council 
to  see  the  said  prisoners  enact  themselves, 
and  to  intimate  to  them,  that  if  they,  or 
any  of  them  shall  hereafter  be  in  arms  at 
field-conventicles,  the  persons  so  taken  shall 
forfeit  the  benefit  of  his  majesty's  indemnity, 
and  thereupon  to  dismiss  them ;  and  appoint 
one  of  the  bailies  of  Edinburgh  to  attend." 
Thus  this  matter  stood  as  it  was  first  or^ 
dered.  This  bond  was  extended  and  put  in 
form:  and  I  have  seen  two  copies  of  a  bond 
pressed  after  Bothwell;  the  one  hath  a 
plain  relation  to  the  indemnity,  and  1  sup- 
pose was  what  was  made  use  of  up  and 
down  the  country ;  and  the  other  I  take 
to  be  that  which  was  offered  to  the  prison- 
ers. It  may  not  be  unfit  to  insert  them 
both  here,  being  Wl  »\iOTl.  T^«%n^»xwk 
thus: 
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'^  I  being  satisfied  with  his 

'  maje8ty*8  act  of  indemnity,  dated 
the  27th  of  July  hist,  and  enacting  my- 
self to  the  effect  underwritten ;  there- 
fore I  bind,  oblige,  and  enact  myself, 
that  I  shall  not  hereafter  take  up  arms 
against  his  majesty,  or  his  authority. 
As  ^-itness  my  hand,  &c" 

The  other  bond,  which,  I  suppose,  was 
offered  to  the  prisoners  at  Edinbui^h,  was 
to  the  same  purpose ;  but  a  little  adapted 
to  their  circumstances,  and  follows : 

"  I  being  apprehended  for  being 

at  the  late  rebellioh;  and  whereas 
the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council, 
in  pursuance  of  his  majesty's  command, 
have  ordained  me  to  be  set  at  liberty, 
I  enacting  myself  to  the  effect  under- 
written :  therefore  I  bind,  oblige,  and 
enact  myself  in  the  books  of  the  privy 
council,  that  hereafter  I  shall  not  take 
up  arms,  without  or  against  his  ma- 
jesty, or  his  authority.  As  witness 
my  hand,  &c." 

The  exact  numbers  of  such  who  took 
this  bond,  and  of  those  who  refused  it,  I 
cannot  pretend  to  give ;  it  is  certain  the 
most  part  by  far  fell  in  with  it:  and  I  find 
it  said,  that  many  of  these  who  signed  the 
bond  did  it  under  the  thoughts,  that  their 
rising  was  not  against  his  majesty's  author- 
ity, and  consequently  that  it  did  not  bind 
them  up  from  any  such  appearance,  when 
occasion  offered  again.  I  find  about  four 
hundred  continued  in  the  church-yard,  as 
refusers,  though,  as  hath  been  hinted,  many 
of  them  had  not  the  bond  in  their  offer  at 
first  The  rest,  it  seems,  either  subscribed 
the  bond,  or  were  silent  when  notars  signed 
it  for  them,  which  was  reckoned  enough 
where  they  could  not  write ;  and  so  they 
were  dismissed.  But  then  as  to  the  per- 
sons thus  liberate  by  the  council's  order, 
we  must  not  think  their  sufferings  were 
at  an  end ;  some  instances  to  the  contrary 
have  been  already  given.  The  most  part  of 
them  were  tossed  and  harassed  upon  their 
return  to  their  houses,  for  no  other  reason 
Hum  their  being  at  Bothwell,  as  like^iase 
iheir  friends  and  relations  upon  their  ac- 


count; yea,  their  neighbours,  and  such  as 
dealt  with  them,  were  distressed  for  con* 
verse  and  communing  with  them.  They 
had  no  pass  given  them ;  and  though  the 
council  had  done  with  them,  the  army  had 
not:  and  those  made  little  or  no  distinc- 
tion betwixt  such  as  had  been  taken,  and 
were  liberate,  and  those  who  had  not 
been  taken.  And  it  deserves  our  remaric 
further,  that  both  the  prisoners  now  dis- 
missed, and  many  others  who  had  escaped 
from  Bothwell,  after  the  first  brush  was 
over  this  year,  returned  to  their  houses  and 
possessions,  and  there  being  no  sentence 
against  them,  they  resorted  openly  to  kirk 
and  market,  fairs,  and  other  public  places ; 
yea,  some  of  them  were  put  into  pubUc 
employments,  as  procurators,  fiscals,  and 
sheriff-clerks  in  courts.  This  could  not 
but  make  the  most  prudent  and  cautious 
satisfied,  that  either  they  were  not  at  Both- 
well,  or,  if  they  were,  the  government 
was  fully  reconciled  to  them.  Yet,  in  the 
year  1682,  and  afterwards,  when  tiie  mat- 
ter of  reset  and  converse  was  pushed  as 
criminal,  not  only  with  intercommuned 
persons  and  fugitives,  but  such  as  were 
held  and  repute  to  have  been  in  the  re- 
bellion, though  no  sentence  had  ever  passed 
upon  them,  multitudes  were  brought  to 
trouble,  and  every  body  was  open  to  it; 
and  some,  as  we  may  hear,  were  condemned 
precisely  upon  reset  and  converse.  Of 
these  four  hundred  who  remained  in  this 
inclosure,  it  was  reckoned  about  a  hun- 
dred got  out,  some  one  way,  some  another, 
without  any  direct  compliance.  Divers 
had  interest  made  for  them  by  their  friends 
among  the  counsellers.  Some,  by  climbing 
over  the  walls  of  the  church-yard  with  the 
hazard  of  their  lives,  and  others  by  chang- 
ing their  clothes  in  the  night-time,  and, 
especially  after  huts  were  put  up,  got  out 
in  women's  clothes.  A  great  deal  of  pains 
was  taken  upon  such  who  remained,  by 
those  at  Edinburgh,  who  were  of  opinion 
the  bond  might  be  subscribed  without  sin; 
but  very  little  ground  was  gained.  They 
began  now  to  be  inured  to  their  hardships^ 
and,  by  their  mutual  conversation,  they 
strengthened  and  heightened  one  another's 
scruples  anent  the  bond,  and  their  spirits 
\  became  more  wA  i&oc«  «ns¥s«d.  by  tlM  s^ 
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■macB  they  were  ander;  and  many  turned 
leremptory  against  all  terms  with  their 
leisccatora.  The  bond  was  once  and  again 
ffered  to  them,  now,  I  belieye,  without 
xoeption,  when  the  offerers  were  pretty 
anch  assured  few  of  them  would  take  it; 
-ea,  they  had  frequent  alarms,  every  week, 
hat  the  council  would  put  them  all  to  death. 
)ui  as  their  troubles  grew,  so  did  their 
irmness  and  resolution. 

While  the  prisoners  continue  thus  at 
Idinbui^h,  the  managers  send  directions 
hrough  the  west  and  south  to  the  persons 
mdemiitten,  to  offer  the  bond  to  such  as 
lad  been  in  the  rising,  and  were  not  heri- 
ors  or  ministers,  and  a  power  to  inquire 
tfter  others.  The  persons  thus  empowered 
irere,  the  lord  Collington  for  the  shire  of 
Edinburgh,  the  earl  of  Winton  for  Had- 
lington,  the  earl  of  Linlithgow  for  Lin- 
litl^gow,  the  marquis  of  Montrose  for 
Perth,  the  earl  of  Roxbtugh  for  Roxbui^b, 
he  laird  of  Hayning  for  Selkirk,  the  earl 
if  Cam  wath  for  Lanark,  the  earl  of  Queens- 
>erry  for  Dumfries,  the  earl  of  Olencaim 
or  Ayr,  the  earl  of  Wigton  for  Dumbarton, 
he  earl  of  Nithsdale  for  Kirkcudbright,  sir 
(^lllam  Murray  of  Stenhope  for  Peebles, 
sari  of  Mar  for  Stirling,  lord  Ross  for 
Renfrew,  the  earl  of  Hume  for  Ber^dck. 
rhoae  persons,  in  a  letter  from  tbe  council, 
Tnly  17th,  have  the  following  directions  and 
Mwers  given  them.  "  That  whereas  his 
nayesty,  by  his  letter  June  29th,  hath  or- 
lered,  &c.  as  above,  the  council  empowers 
hem  to  call  before  them  such  who  were 
n  the  rebellion,  and  are  not  heritors,  min- 
sters, or  ringleaders,  whether  it  be  those 
rho  were  not  apprehended,  or,  being  ap- 
irehendcd,  have  escaped,  and  have  not 
aken  the  bond,  and  to  offer  it  to  them, 
did  npon  their  signing  it  to  dismiss  them, 
»rtifying  them,  that  if  they  shall  hereafter 
»e  in  arms,  or  at  field-conventicles,  they 
hall  forfeit  the  benefit  of  the  king's  in- 
lamnity ;  that,  in  case  of  refusal  to  sign 
he  bond,  their  persons  be  secured  in  prison. 
f^nrther,  they  are  empowered  to  inform 
hemselves  what  heritors,  ringleaders,  and 
ninisters  within  their  shire,  were  in  the 
vhellion,  or  did  contribute  to  the  sending 
mt  of  persons  thereunto,  and  to  seize  and 


imprison  them,  and  with  all  diligence 
report  their  names  to  the  counciL*'  ' 
When  the  indemnity  is  published,  the  same 
persons  generally  are  empowered  to  adminis- 
trate it»  in  terms  of  the  proclamation  we  have 
seen.  Many  remarks  might  be  made  upon 
these  persons  named  by  the  council :  most  of 
them  were  violent  enemies  to  presbyterians, 
and  much  engaged  in  the  persecution,  and 
many  of  them  had,  or  had  the  prospect  of 
having,  the  gift  of  the  moveables  and  for- 
feitures in  the  places  wherein  they  had  in- 
terest ;  and  that  .would  make  them  not  a 
whit  the  less  careful  in  their  business,  when 
their  pockets  were  to  be  concerned.  There 
are  in  this  list  not  a  few  papists  notii^-ith- 
standing  all  the  laws  that  they  be  not  em- 
ployed in  places  of  trust  The  family  of 
Winton,  generally  speaking,  hath  been 
popish;  Nithsdale,  I  know,  was,  and  sir 
William  Murray  of  Stenhope,  in  several 
papers  I  have  seen  is  said  to  be  popish ; 
he  had  much  of  their  spirit,  and  was  most 
violent  in  the  persecution. 

A  letter  from  the  king,  dated  July  26th, 
to  the  council,  bears  '  his  detestation  of  the 
murder  of  the  late  archbishop  of  St  An- 
drews ;  and  being  desirous  to  vindicate  that 
innocent  blood,  and  show  his  detestation  of 
the  murder,  he  conuuands  them  to  cause 
process  criminally  nine  of  these  who  were 
in  the  late  rebellion,  with  this  additional 
consideration,  of  having  owned  these  mur- 
derers, who  are  hereby  excepted  from  any 
indemnity,  and  that,  besides  the  persons 
who  are  to  be  excepted  therein,  those  nine 
being  to  be  executed  merely  upon  that  ao- 
couut.  They,  being  convicted,  are  to  be 
hanged  in  chains  upon  the  place  where  the 
horrid  murder  was  committed.'  No  reflec- 
tions are  necessary  upon  this ;  it  probably 
was  a  proposal  sent  up  from  Edinburgh.  At 
the  same  time  Lauderdale,  in  his  letter,  sig- 
nifies to  the  council,  '*  that  the  king  won- 
ders he  hath  no  account  of  the  trial  of  the 
prisoners  who  were  eminently  ringleaders, 
and  active  in  the  rebellion ;  and  that  it  is  his 
express  pleasure  that  the  justice  court  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  the  trial  of  them."  The 
council,  in  answer  to  both,  acquaint  the 
king,  <<that  the  justiciary  hath  already  sen- 
tenced Messrs   Kin^^  an^  ^<^\  «dA.  ^«^ 
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haTe  appointed  a  committee  to  consi- 
^  '  der  the  most  proper  methods  for  pro- 
ceeding against  others  who  haye  heen  ring- 
leaders in  the  rehellion.*'  The  report  of  this 
committee  comes  in  Angust  6th,  and  is  as 
follows.  **  The  king,  by  his  letter  July  26th, 
having  ordered  nine  of  these  who  were  in  the 
late  rebellion  to  be  prosecuted,  with  this  ad- 
ditional aggrayation  of  haying  owned  the 
murder  of  the  late  archibishop  of  St  An- 
drews, by  your  lordships'  order,  we  thought 
fit  to  examine  the  prisoners  in  the  Gray- 
friars'  church-yard,  and  to  take  notice  of 
such  as  should  refose  to  call  the  late  ris- 
ing in  arms  rebellion,  or  killing  the  arch- 
bishop murder,  or  those  who  refused  the 
bond  not  to  rise  in  arms  hereafter ;  and, 
amongst  those  prisoners,  there  is  a  list  of 
thirty  persons  given  in  here :  and  whereas 
there  are  some  other  prisoners  in  the  tolbooth 
of  Edinbuigh  and  Canongate,  of  the  same 
guilt  and  persuasion,  and  who  did  not  come 
to  the  places  in  Fife,  to  vindicate  them- 
selves of  the  murder,  it  is  our  opinion,  that 
the  king^s  advocate  or  depute  be  appointed 
to  examine  all  those  forenamed,  and  pro- 


nexed  below,  *  they  are  ordered  to  be  pro- 
cessed before  the  criminal  court;  which 
was  done,  as  we  shall  see  on  the  next 
section,  and  a  good  many  executed.     This 


*  Letter  from  the  ling  to  the  council,  Avgust 
15M,  1679. 
Charles  R. 

Kifht  trusty,  &c.  We  greet  yoa  well. 
Whereas  by  our  letter  of  the  S6th  day  of  July 
last  past,  we  did  (upon  the  considerations  there- 
in mentioned^  command  you  to  cause  process 
before  the  criminal  court,  nine  of  thoeie  who 
were  in  the  late  rebellion,  with  the  additional 
aj^raTation  of  havlni^  owned  themnrderers  of  the 
late  archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  whom  we  did 
thereby  except  from  any  indemnity  we  sboold 
grant.  And  that  besides  the  persona  who  are  to 
be  excepted  therein,  these  nine  beinr  to  be  exe- 
cuted merely  upon  that  account,  and  they  being 
convicted,  we  did  order  that  they  be  hanged  in 
chains  upon  the  place  where  that  horrid  murder 
was  committed ;  amongst  whom  we  did  recom- 
mend unto  you  to  include  such  as  appeared  not 
upon  the  places  of  trial  in  Fife,  appointed  by  our 
proclamation,  and  that  you  should  not  let  out 
such  of  the  shire  of  Fife,  as  were  then  in  custody, 
till  they  be  purged  of  their  accession  thereto ;  and 
that  you  should  take  all  courses  consistent  witli 
law,  for  the  further  discovery  of  aucb  as  are 
guilty  of  that  inhuman  crime.  And  whereat 
now,  by  the  examination  of  some  prisoners  io 
the  south  Gray  friar  yard  of  Edinburgh,  anent 


their  being  in  the  late  rebellion,  and  concemiof 
cess  nine  of  the  most  guilty  of  them  before  ;  ^^^  ^^^  horrid  murder  (taken  by  some  of  your 

Ai.     •     i-  nn.  J,  "AX        r  .,!  number  the  6th  instant)     We  find,  that  aeveraU 

the  justices.    That  a  committee  of  council     -  -  - 


for  secrecy,  not  exceeding  three  or  four, 
be  appointed  to  give  in  lists  of  such  her- 
itors, ringleaders,  and  preachers,  as  are  not 
yet  in  custody,  to  general  Dalziel,  with 
warrant  to  them  to  give  orders  for  securing 
their  persons,  till  they  be  brought  to  jus- 
tice. That  the  advocate  or  depute  be  ap- 
pointed to  process  before  the  justices  such 
heritors,  ministers  and  ringleaders,  as  are 
in  custody,  and  not  yet  processed  according 
to  the  king's  letter."  They  move  also,  that 
the  prisoners  for  conventicles  be  liberate ; 
and  that  William  Page  fined  in  a  thousand 
pounds,  and  Robert  Blair  in  two  thousand 
merks,  for  conventicles,  be  remitted  to  the 
treasury  for  modification.  The  council  ap- 
proves of  all,  and  ordains  acts  and  orders  to 
be  extended  according  thereunto ;  and  that 
the  carl  of  Murray,  bishop  of  Edinburgh, 
lord  Collington,  Mr  Maitland,  and  general 
Dalziel,  or  any  three  of  them,  be  a  com- 
mittee for  that  efiect. 

I  find,  by  a  letter  from  the  king,  dated 
Aagiiet  15th,   with  the  list  of  prisoners,  \ 
Mnd  their  exmnination^  which  I  have  aii-\ 


of  them  do  not  own  the  late  rebellion  to  be  a  re- 
bellion, nor  the  murder  of  the  late  archbishop  of 
St  Andrews  to  be  a  murder.  Some  of  them  do 
not  acknowledge  the  said  murder  unlawful,  and 
others  say  It  is  not  sinful.  These  are  therefore 
to  authiMrize  and  inquire  you,  to  cause  the  per- 
sons mentioned  in  the  inclosed  list,  to  be  pur- 
sued criminally,  and  to  cause  speedyjustace to 
be  done  on  them  according  to  law.  'For  doinf 
whereof  this  shall  be  your  warrant.  And  so 
we  bid  you  heartily  farewelL  Given  at  our 
court  at  (ut  supra)  and  of  our  reign  the  thirty- 
first  year. 

By  his  majesty's  command, 

LAuoxanALi. 

Followi  the  tenor  qf  the  Ksl  contained  in  the 

firettdd  letter. 
Charlu  R. 

James  Lilebum  in  Kinross,  being  called  and 
required  to  subscribe  the  bond,  appointed  by  his 
majesty *s  letter,  not  only  refuseth  the  same,  but 
thinks  the  murder  of  the  archbishop  no  murder. 

David  Hardy  in  Leslie,  being  called  and  ex* 
amined,  refused  the  said  bond,  or  to  say  thst 
the  late  rebellion  was  a  rebellion,  or  that  the 
archbishop's  murder  was  a  murder. 

Robert  Bogie  in  Newbigging,  being  called  and 
examined*  says,  that  he  thinks  the  late  rebellion 
was  not  a  rebellion,  and  thinks  that  the  arch- 
bishop's murder  was  not  a  murder. 

John  Richardson  in  Stenhouse,  being  calM 
and  examined,  declares,  he  thinks  that  the  Istc 
rising  in  arms  was  no  rebellion,  and  is  not  clear 
to  sign  the  bond,  and  thinks  that  the  last  rising 
waa  nol  afs^at  \\i«  ^"i^^  Vi^^  ^*w  tha  truth  ot 
God. 
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ig  all  the  aoooimt  I  meet  with,  in  the  re- 
gieten^  of  the  twataent  of  the  prisonera. 
From  other  namtiTei  oome  to  my  hand, 
the  reader  may  take  the  following  hints. 

In  Angnst  the  council  pitched  npon  fif- 
teen of  them  in  the  Giayfrian,  whom  they 
locked  npon  as  ringleaden  to  the  rest,  and 
brought  them  np  to  the  tdbooth  of  Edin- 
buigb,  and  gave  them  an  indictment  to  die. 
The  day  after  they  were  brought  up  (as 
papers  before  me  bear)  Mr  Edward  Jam- 
ison, a  Yoy  worthy  piesbyterian  minister, 
4auifte  in  to  them,  being  sent  by  the  meeting 
of  presbyterian  mintstors  at  this  time  in 
JEdinbnigfa,  as  I  shall  afterwards  speak  of.  I 
find  no  endenoe  that  Bfr  Jamison  was  sent 
by  them:  howeyer,  it  is  certain,  he  did 
reason  with  the  prisoners  at  great  length, 
endeaiTonring  to  persuade  them  to  subscribe 
the  bond;  he  mged  the  lawfulness  of  this 
mean  to  save  theur  lives»  and  essayed  to 
make  than  sensible  their  refusal  to  do  this 
would  be  a  reflection  upon  religion,  and  the 
canae  they  had  appeared  for,  and  likewise 
a  throwing  away  their  lives^  in  which  their 
friends  would  not  be  able  to  vindicate  them. 
Thuongh  this  pains  taken,  thirteen  of  them 


Robert  M<OilI,  webrter  In  Oallowshieldt, 
bis  Whig  In  the  rebellion,  bat  that  he 
i«  not  oLear  toeoy,  the  UUing  of  the  orchblihop 
of  St  Andrew!  was  a  murder. 

"Dmwid  Somerwel  in  Eaat-Calder,  oonfenee  he 
wao  In  tbo  rebellioo,  bat  wlU  not  call  it  a  re- 
bclIWo,  nor  take  the  bond,  and  taji  he  thinlu 
bo  needs  not,  Ibr  he  eayt,  be  hat  foand  out  an- 
other way  for  it.  He  will  not  acknowledge  the 
klllinf  of  the  archhiebop  to  be  a  murder. 

Aks.  Steren  in  Both  well  parish,  eonfeeees  he 
woe  ia  the  rebellton,  bat  will  not  call  it  a  re- 
bellion, nor  the  killing  of  the  arehbiehop  to  be  a 
murder. 

ThooMW  Willlamaon  In  Orer-Craneton,  eon- 
fcoeee  hia  being  in  the  rebellion,  that  he  Is  not 
dear  to  caU'it  a  rebellion,  nor  the  killing  of  the 
arvhbbhop  to  bo  a  murder. 

John  Scot  in  EttrIek  fbrest,  confeeeti  he  wae 
Id  the  rebellion,  but  le  not  clear  to  call  It  a  re- 
bellion, or  that  the  killing  of  the  archbishop  is 
amorder. 

WIllkB  Cameron  In  Dalmdlington,  confeesce 
ho  woe  in  the  rebellion,  but  Is  not  clear  to  call 
it  a  rebellkm,  or  that  the  killing  of  the  arch« 
biebop  is  a  murder. 

Bobcrt  Miller  In  Waterford,  eonfeeees  he  wae 
in  tbo  rebellion,  hut  will  not  call  It  a  rebellion, 
nor  will  bo  call  the  killing  of  the  archbishop  a 
murder. 

Jomee  Wood  In  the  parish  of  Newmills,  con- 
Umm  bo  wai  in  the  rebellion,  but  will  not  call 
it  a  rfballien,  nor  tbo  arohUBhop's  murder,  a 


condescended  to  subscribe  the  bond. 


1679. 


and  were  liberate.  Those  who  did 
not  subscribe,  in  their  pi^P^rs  allege,  that 
some  of  those  who  did  subscribe  came  to 
Tifiit  the  two  refusers,  one  of  which  was 
John  Clyde,  afterward  executed,  and  re- 
gretted their  signing  yery  much,  which 
strengthened  their  hands. 

After  this,  the  oounsellers  gave  it  out  that 
they  would  allow  no  more  of  them  to  sub- 
scribe: meantime  the  most  part  of  the 
prisoners  seemed  as  little  desirous  of  the 
bond,  as  the  managers  were  to  give  it  them, 
until  some,  by  the  daily  solicitations  of 
friends  and  wellwishers  who  visited  them, 
others  by  their  beginning  to  ftig  under  so 
much  bod  treatment,  as  we  have  heard, 
near  two  hundred  signed  a  petition  to  have 
liberty  to  take  it  It  is  said,  a  letter  writ 
to  the  prisoners  by  Mr  George  Johnston, 
of  whcmi  before,  had  a  great  deal  of  in- 
fluence upon  divers  of  them  :  some  papers 
l)ear,  that  it  came  from  the  meeting  of 
ministers ;  but  this  is  not  probable,  and  I 
see  no  proof  advanced  for  it ;  the  letter  is 
before  me,  but  too  long  here  to  be  insert 

When  this  petition  is  a  signing  among 


John  Go  van  In  Kirkliston  parish,  confe 
he  was  In  the  rebellion,  but  reltieee  to  acknow- 
ledge it  a  rebellion,  or  that  the  archbishop's  mur- 
der was  unlawful. 

Thomas  Pringle  In  Stow  parish,  refusee  to 
acknowledge  the  rebellion  to  be  such,  or  that  the 
archbishop  was  murdered. 

Andrew  Sword  in  the  porish  of  Borg  in  the 
stewartry  of  Kirkcudbrignt,  refuses  to  acknow- 
ledge the  rebellion  to  be  a  rebellion,  or  the  arch- 
bishop's  murder,  a  murder: 

James  Gray  in  'West-Calder,  refuses  to  ac- 
knowled|(e  the  rebellion  to  be  a  rebellion,  or  that 
the  archbishops s  murder  was  unlawful. 

John  Thomson  in  the  parish  of  Shots,  acknow- 
ledges the  rebellion  was  a  rebellion,  but  denies 
the  unlawfulness  of  the  archbishop's  murder. 

John  Waddel  In  the  parish  of  Shots,  acknow- 
ledges the  rebellion  to  have  been  a  rebellion,  but 
denies  the  archbishop's  murder  to  be  sinful. 

Patrick  Keir  in  the  parish  of  Kincardine, 
denies  that  the  rebellion  was  a  rebellion,  or  that 
the  archbishop's  murder  was  unlawful* 

lliomas  Urown  in  Edinburgh,  denies  that 
the  rebellion  was  a  rebellion,  and  says,  that  if 
it  were  to  do  he  would  advise  whether  or  no  he 
would  do  the  lilce ;  and  refuses  to  call  the  arch- 
bishop's murder  sInfuL 

William   Anderson    in  Livingstone    parish, 
denies  the  rebellion  to  be  a  rebellion,  or  that  tho 
archbishop*s  murder  was  a  murder. 
Chaklss  R. 

By  b\a  mv^fm  «amtoan4^ 


m 
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the  priMHien^  Robert  Garaock,  and 
'  ^^' ^'  about  two  and  thirtj  more,  join- 
ed in  a  verbal  protestation  against  such  who 
were  for  supplicating  the  ooundL  Robert, 
whom  we  ^lali  afterward  meet  with,  in 
the  name  of  the  rest  signified  to  as  man j 
as  would  hear  him,  that  he  protested 
against  what  thej  were  doing,  and  they 
resoWed  no  longer  to  join  with  them  in 
worship,  since,  as  they  conoeiTed,  they  had 
denied  the  cause  they  had  been  appearing 
for,  and  materially  had  acknowledged  their 
rising  at  Bothwell  to  be  sinfuL  As  soon  as 
the  accounts  of  this  came  to  the  manageri^ 
Robert  Gamock  was  immediately  carried 
from  the  Grayfriars  to  the  iron*honse,  and 
put  under  great  hardships^  yea,  it  was  re- 
aolyed  he  should  die.  Seyeral  in  the  pri- 
sons of  Edinburgh  and  Canongate  joined 
in  this  protestation  of  his :  and  the  con- 
fusion the  prisoners  were  in,  in  the  Gray- 
friars,  from  the  hazard  Robert  was  repr&- 
aented  to  be  in,  whereto,  they  reckoned 
they  had  been  some  kind  of  occasion,  with 
aome  other  concurring  things,  wrought  so 
upon  them,  as  more  than  a  hundred  re- 
fiied  fitHn  the  supplication,  and  sided  with 
the  dissenters.  These  things  coming  to  be 
known  to  the  counsellers,  some  were  sent 
down  to  take  up  the  numbers  of  the  sup- 
plicants and  subscribers.  The  accounts 
were  but  confused  which  now  could  be  got, 
and  the  council  could  make  nothing  of 
them:  whereupon  they  came  to  a  resolu- 
tion to  call  them  all  one  by  one  before  them, 
and  examine  them  ;  and  the  justice-clerk 
came  in  to  them,  before  the  diet  of  the 
oouncil  in  the  afternoon,  and  told  them,  in 
a  yery  threatening  manner,  this  was  the 
last  offer  they  were  to  have ;  and  such  as, 
when  before  the  council,  were  willing  to 
subscribe,  should  have  the  favour  of  ban- 
ishment, and  those  who  refused  the  bond 
were  t^  be  condemned  to  die.  The  council 
sat  late,  and  examined  about  fifty  of  them : 
it  so  fell  out,  that  not  one  of  the  dissenters 
were  called  in  before  them ;  and  the 
oouncil  finding  none  who  were  examined 
dissenting  from  the  designed  supplication, 
and  being  weary,  resolved  to  put  an  end  to 
their  trouble  about  them,  and  to  give  them 
sUl  oae  cut,  and  /Muaed  an  act  of  banish- 
ment  upon  tbem  all  to  BariNidoes.    The 


persona  who  were  processed  before  the 
justiciary,  as  we  shallafterwards  hear,  were 
not  among  this  number,  but  mostly  made 
up  of  those  who  were  in  the  prisons  of 
Edinbuigh  and  Canongate.  Thia  is  the 
most  distinct  acoount  I  can  gather  of  th^ 
treatment  of  those  prisoners,  from  several 
pq»«rB  writ  at  this  time. 

August  Hth,  the  council  write  to  Lau- 
derdale, **  that  the  keeping  of  the  prisonen 
in  the  Grayfriars'  church-yard  is  chargeable, 
and  will  be  more  inconvenient  when  the 
season  turns  cold  and  tempestuous;  they 
propose  a  frigate  may  be  sent  down  to 
trsnsport  them."  In  a  letter,  dated  Sep- 
tember 5th,  the  king  acquaints  them, 
**  that  William  Paterson  merchant  in  Edin- 
burgh had  undertaken  the  transportation  of 
the  prisoners,  and  authoriies  them  to  de- 
liver them  to  him,  he  giving  security,  under 
a  reasonable  penalty,  to  land  and  dispose  of 
them  in  the  plantations,  seaJiazard,  mor- 
tality, and  f<nioe  of  aims  excepted."  Upon 
the  reading  of  this,  the  council  appoint  a 
committee  to  consider  the  state  of  the  pri- 
soners, in  order  to  their  transportation.  It 
seems,  Mr  Paterson  delayed  giving  caution 
for  some  time;  for,  November  8th,  I 
find  him  called  before  the  council,  and  in- 
terrogate, why  he  had  not  found  suffident 
caution.  He  answers,  that  he  found  diffi- 
culty to  provide  it,  and,  by  reason  of  the 
storms,  he  could  not  get  provisions  sent 
aboard,  but  once  iq>on  Tuesday  next  he 
undertook  to  have  idl  done.  Accordingly, 
I  suppose,  he  did:  and,  upon  the  15th  of 
November,  two  hundred  and  fifty-aeven  of 
the  prisoners  were  taken  out  of  the  Gray- 
friars' church-yard,  eariy  in  the  morning, 
before  any  of  their  friends  knew  of  it ;  and, 
for  any  thing  I  can  find,  they  had  no  pre- 
vious intimation  given  to  themselves :  yea, 
such  was  the  cruelty  now  used,  that  tltirty 
of  them,  who  were  dangerously  ill  of  a  fiux 
and  other  distempers  eontraoted  by  their 
hard  usage,  were  hurried  awiqr  with  the 
rest,  and  no  pity  showed  them.  They  were 
carried  down  under  a  guard  to  Leith,  and 
there  put  aboard  a  ship  lying  in  the  road; 
they  continued  twelve  days  in  Leith  road 
before  they  sailed.  The  barbarity  exercised 
upon  them  in  the  ship  cannot  be  expressed. 
\  They  wet^  itoNT«\  '^oniivc  ^ftdis.  Sodl  to  Uttle 
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room,  tliat  the  inoit  put  of  them  behoved 
still  to  stand,  to  give  room  to  such  who 
were  sickly;  and  seemingly  a  dying:  they 
were  jnnned  so  dose,  they  almost  never 
got  themselves  moved,  and  were  almost 
stifled  for  want  of  air.    Two  hundred  and 
fifty  seven  of  them  being  pent  up  in  the 
room  which  could  soaroe  have  contained  a 
hundred,  many  of  them  frequently  fiunted, 
being  almost    suffocated.     The    seamen's 
mdeneas  and  inhumanity  to  them  was  sin- 
gular :  when  lying  in  the  road,  not  only  did 
they  hinder  their  friends  to  see  them,  or 
minister  to  their  necessities,  but  they  nar- 
rowed them  very  much  in  their  bread  they 
ought  to  have  had,  and  allowed  them  little 
or  DO  drink,  thouj^  the  master  had  con- 
tracted to  give  both ;  to  that  pitch  were 
tiiey  brought,  that  divers   of  them  were 
Ibreed  to  drink  their  own  urine,  to  quench 
the  eztmnity  of  their  thirst    And  it  may 
be  nauseous  to  remark,  that,  when  they 
were   about  to  throw    their  excrements 
over  board,  the  seamen  were  so  malicious 
as  to  cast  them  back  upon  them.    It  is 
with  much  truth  then,  that  I  find  one  of 
themselves^  James  Corson,  a  pious  serious 
person,  in  some  letters  of  his  dated  from 
Leith  road,  complaining  to  his  wife  and 
friends, '  that  all  the  trouble  they  met  with 
■nee  Bothwell,  was  not  to  be  compared  to 
one  day  in  their  present   drcumstancee ; 
that  thMX  uneasiness  was  beyond  words  : 
yet  he  owns,  in  very  patheUcal  terms,  that 
the  consolations  of  God  overbalanced  all, 
and  expresses  his  hopes  that  they  are  near 
their  port;  and  heaven  is  open  for  them.' 
I  am  told,  there  was  fourteen  thoussnd 
nerks  collected  for  theiruse  by  honest  peo- 
ple at  Edinbuii^h,  and  put  in  the  hands  of 
■OBie,  to  buy  dothes  and  other  things  for 
them,  and  somewhat  was  to  be  given  to 
each  of  them,   that  might  relieve   their 
necessities  when  in  America:  but  I  don't 
hear  it  was  so  well  mnployed  for  their  be. 
hoof  as  it  might  have  been,  and  not  much 
of  it  was  ever  suffered  to  come  to  them 
by  the  master  and  seamen ;  the  most  part 
of  them  never  came  to  need  it    Upon  the 
87ih  of  November  the  ship   sailed  from 
Leith,  and  met  with  very  great  storms. 
Upon  the  10th  of  December  they  found 
diemselrer  o/T  Orkney,  in  aa  dangeroua  a 


sea  as  perhaps  in  the  world.  They 
came  pretty  near  the  shore,  and  cast 
anchor :  the  prisoners,  fearing  what  came  to 
pass,  intreated  to  be  set  ashore,  and  sent  to 
what  prison  the  master  pleased ;  but  that 
could  not  be  granted.  Instead  of  this,  the 
captain,  who,  by  the  way,  I  am  told,  was 
a  papist,  caused  chain  and  lock  all  the 
hatches  under  which  the  prisoners  were. 
About  10  at  night,  the  ship  wtm  forced  from 
anchor  by  a  most  violent  tempest,  and  dri- 
ven upon  a  rock,  and  broke  in  the  mid- 
dle. The  seamen  quickly  got  down  the 
mast,  and  laying  it  betwixt  the  broken  ship 
and  the  rock,  got  ashore ;  yet  so  bariwr- 
ous  were  they,  that,  upon  the  cries  of  the 
poor  men,  they  would  not  open  the  hatches, 
though  it  is  probable,  had  this  been  done, 
most  part  would  have  got  ashore.  But  so 
frr  from  this  was  the  popish  master,  and 
his  men,  that  I  have  many  concurring  in- 
formations, some  of  them  from  persons  pre- 
sent, that  they  hindered  them  from  getting 
up  upon  the  rock,  and  struck  at  them. 
And  yet  this  villain  and  his  men  were  never 
called  to  an  account  by  the  council,  though 
the  matter  was  notourly  known ;  and  this 
was  as  directly  murder,  as  if  their  throats 
had  been  cut.  However,  about  forty,  some 
say  fifty,  got  hold  on  boards  of  the  ship, 
and  came  ashore,  and  so  about  200  were 
lost,  or  rather  murdered. 

I  conclude  this  tragical  story,  by  re- 
marking from  the  proclamation  of  indem- 
nity, of  the  date  July  27th,  that  the  king, 
by  his  letter  of  the  29th  of  June,  orders 
the  lives  of  the  prisoners,  who  refused  the 
bond,  to  be  secured,  when  he  appoints  them 
to  be  transported;  and,  by  the  indemnity 
itself,  their  lives  are  a  second  time  so- 
cured  them :  hence  I  must  infer,  that,  not 
only  by  the  law  of  God,  the  villains,  who 
were  guilty  of  this  barbarity  to  these 
good  men,  ought  to  have  been  pro6ecuted» 
but  the  council,  as  executors  of  the  king's 
laws  and  letters,  had  they  shown  the  same 
regard  to  the  king's  will  and  engagements 
in  this  case,  as  in  other  pretended  infiao- 
tions  by  the  presbyterians,  ought  to  have 
pursued  these  people  for  murdering  so 
many  whose  lives  the  king  had  ordered  to 
be  preserved.  But  it  ia  time  imiw  tA  cncoai 
to  the  managen^  own  ^^^^  isnx^KiA  vk 
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in  some  respects  they  nuty  be  term- 
'         ed,  or  executkmii  under  colour  of 
lair. 

8BCT.  IIL 

Of  the  trial  and  execution  of  Messrs 
John  King  and  Kid,  August  iUh,  1679, 
and  the  trial  and  death  of  the  Jive  who 
suffered,  November  18^  at  Magusnmir. 

I  HATE  reserved  the  sufiDunsrs  unto  death, 
immediately  after  Bothwell,  unto  this 
section.  The  managers  were  resolved  to 
make  some  public  examples  of  their  sever- 
ity ;  and  they  pitched  upon  the  two  min- 
isters, the  only  ministers  taken ;  it  may  be, 
had  there  more  fikllen  into  their  hands, 
they  would  have  taken  the  same  methods 
with  them.  I  cannot  indeed  say  whether 
Mr  Kid  was  ordained ;  if  he  was,  it  seems 
to  have  been  but  a  little  before  BothwelL 
With  them  in  a  little  time  they  join  five 
others,  under  the  pretext  of  their  being 
concerned  in  the  primate's  death :  but  it  is 
certain,  they  were  absolutely  free  of  that 
ottempt.  Many  others  indeed  were  exe- 
cuted in  tlie  follondng  years  for  no  other 
reason,  but  that  they  had  been  at  Bothwell, 
or  would  not  expressly  declare  that  rising  to 
be  rebellion  and  unlawful,  as  shall  be  after- 
wards noticed:  but  those  seven  were  all 
who  died  publicly  at  this  time;  and  by 
the  process  it  will  appear  that  they  are 
found  guilty,  rather  because  some  must 
be  made  guilty,  than  for  any  thing  worthy 
of  death  in  them,  eq;>ecially  Messrs  King 
and  Kid,  with  whose  trial  I  begin. 

When  Mr  John  King  was  taken  prison- 
er, I  know  not  It  is  plain  enough  it  was 
some  time  after  the  engagement,  since  his 
name  is  in  the  proclamation  June  2Cth.  I 
find  him  afterward  at  Glasgow,  where  he  was 
either  taken,  or  brought  thither  when  taken. 
A  very  remarkable  providence  fell  out  that 
day  he  mtbs  carried  east  to  Edinbuigh, 
which  I  should  not  notice,  were  I  not  well 
informed  of  it  Upon  tlie  Lord's  day  orders 
were  given  to  a  party  of  soldiers  immediate- 
ly to  inarch  cast,  and  carry  Mr  John  King 
with  them  to  Edinburgh  ;  and  we  will  find 
it  Mas  their  ordinary  to  march,  and  es- 
pecially  to  traagport  prisoners  from  place 


to  place  on  the  sabbath.  My  aoooonti  of 
than  are^  that  they  were  Engliah  ^ngiooiis: 
oneof  them,  aprofime  and  proAigBtewniGh, 
after  they  were  upon  Hie  street,  and  on 
horsebaok,  ready  to  zide  off  with  their  pfi- 
■ODor,  called  fo  some  ale,  and  dnmk  a 
health  to  the  *confiMion  of  the  oovcnants," 
and  another  to  the  ^destruction  of  the  peo- 
ple of  God,"  and  soma  more  very  horrid, 
and  rode  off.  He  mei  with  one  of  hia  ooon- 
radesat  the  Stsblegreen-port,  who  knowing 
nothing  of  the  matter,  asked  him  where 
he  was  going;  he  answered,  ''to  convoy 
King  to  hell,"  and  galloped  %Kp  to  the  rest 
a  little  before  him,  whistling  and  singing. 
The  judgment  of  God  did  nol  linger  as  te 
this  wTstdi;  he  was  not  many  paces  for- 
ward in  the  In^w-path,  a  litde  from  the 
port,  till  his  horse  stumbled,  and  somewhat 
or  other  touching  his  piece,  which  was 
primed  and  cocked,  it  seems,  the  carabine 
went  off,  and  shot  him  dead  in  the  spot 
The  party  went  on,  and  carried  Mr  King 
to  Edinbuigh,  where  we  shall  find  him  just 
now. 

Mr  Kid  was  among  the  prisoners  taken 
at  Bothwell,  and  with  some  few  othen^ 
frcmi  whom  discoveries  were  expected,  im- 
prisoned in  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh, 
June  24th.  There  he  wbb  frequently  ex- 
amined by  some  connsellcrs.  He  had  been 
represented  as  a  Jesuit  popish  priest,  and 
what  not ;  but  he  gave  id)undant  discover- 
ies of  his  being  a  firm  protestant,  and 
good  man.  He  was  narrowly  examined 
as  to  the  occasion  and  beginnings  of  the 
rising,  and  the  persons  concerned  in  it 
The  managers  were  very  willing  to  find  a 
great  plot  in  this,  and  to  involve  as  many 
as  they  could,  that  they  might  enrich  them- 
selves, and  a  good  many  who  were  gaping 
after  new  forfeitures.  Mr  Kid  could  tell 
no  more  but  what  is  above  narrated,  that 
it  was  begun  by  Claverhouse  his  attacking 
a  field-^neeting;  and  the  people  who  de- 
feat him,  found  it  necessary  to  keep  to- 
gether  in  their  own  defence,  and  others 
joined  them,  until  matters  came  to  the 
height  we  liave  heard.  And  when  in  his 
process,  we  shall  hear,  he  was  put  to 
torture,  he  had  no  more  to  say;  and  in- 
deed there  was  nothing  further  in  the 
mailer.    ^  V  m^l  vrlth  concerning  him. 
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in  the  conaciUagMtoii,  u  Jnlj  14tli.  *  Mr 
John  Kid  being  this  dejr  celled  before  the 
eooDoU,  and  iutewegele  upon  eereiml  heeds 
for  the  dieeoreiy  ef  the  rebeUioos  oorree- 
pondenoe,  fte.  (it  rane  thai  Terbatiiii  in 
the  register)  and  by  his  answers  gifing 
pgegmmt  praeonptions  of  his  dittngenuitj, 
the  ooonoil  order  him  to  be  qnestioned  bj 
torture;  and  these  same  intetrogatories 
being  proposed  in  torture,  he  contimied  in 
his  denia].''  I  need  not  yindicate  this  good 
BMB  from  the  duuge  of  disingenuitj;  it  is 
the  common  pretext  at  this  time  for  this 
barimroos  way  of  prooeeding.  He  had  in- 
genuouslj'told  all  he'  knew  in  this  matter 
before.  Some  piqpers  sny  he  was  oftener 
than  onoe  in  the  boots.  He  oarried  under 
the  torture  most  ohristianly  and  meekly, 
like  a  fd^lower  of  the  blessed  Jesus. 

By  the  justiciary  registerB,  I  find  upon 
ittly  10th,  Mr  John  King  appearing  before 
them,  and  when  examined  judicially  anent 
his  accession  to  the  rebellion,  his  confossion 
was  put  in  writ,  and  he  signed  it  The 
lords  order  it  to  be  insert  in  the  books  of 
adjournal,  to  be  adduced  as  probation  against 
I  shall  give  it  just  now  in  the  pro- 
He  had  been  examined  July  9th, 
before  the  council,  and  repeats  his  confes- 
sion frankly  before  the  justiciary,  that  he 
might  esc^>e  the  boots,  and  not  die  two 
deaths.  And  July  17th,  the  lords  of  justi- 
ciary called  before  them  Mr  John  Kid 
preacher,  and  having  judicially  examined 
him  anent  his  accession  to  the  rebellion, 
his  confession  was  put  in  writ,  and  order- 
ed to  be  insert  in  the  books  of  adjournal, 
md  he  required  to  sign  it,  which  he  refused 
to  do,  and  the  lords  subscribe  it  The  same 
lay  the  lords  of  justiciary  receire  a  letter 
from  the  king,  to  encourage  them  in  their 
procedure  against  the  sufferers,  which  I 
ihall  notice  farther  upon  the  last  section. 
Indeed  they  were  abundantly  frank,  where 
here  was  any  shadow  of  law  to  go  upon. 
Mr  King  and  Mr  Kid  upon  the  2Sd  of 
luly,  receiye  their  indictment  from  the  ad- 
rocate ;  and  upon  the  24th,  they  petition 
he  council,  that  they  may  be  allowed  ad- 
vocates to  plead  for  them  upon  Monday 
!8th,  when  they  were  to  be  tried  for  their 
ife ;  and  Mr  I)aTid  Thoirs  and  Mr  William 
Aonnipenf  mmv   allowed   them.      At   the  I 


direction  of  those  lawyers,  a  petition 
u  presented  to  the  lords  of  the  jus- 
ticiary, which  containing  seTeral  matters 
of  fact,  relative  to  them,  and  showing  the 
hard  measure  those  two  good  men  met 
with,  I  shall  insert  it  here  from  the 
registers. 

Petition  ofMetgra  John  King  and  Kid 
prisoners. 

Humbly  sheweth. 
That  the  petitioners  upon  Tuesday  last 
the  2Sd  instant,  late  at  night,  received  a 
citation,  at  the  instance  of  his  majesty's 
advocate,  to  appear  before  the  lords  of  jus- 
ticiary, upon  Monday  next,  to  underly  the 
law,  for  several  crimes  and  points  of  trea- 
son contained  in  the  indictment  then  de- 
livered to  them.     True  it  is  tliat  the  peti- 
tioners have  several  grounds  of  exculpation, 
which  might  tend  to  the  clearing  of  their 
innocence;  as,   Imo.    The  said  Mr  John 
King,  his  being  in  company  with  the  rebels 
did  proceed  from  no  rebellious  priuciple ; 
but  being  taken  prisoner  by  Claverhouse, 
he  ordered  him  to  be  bound  in  cords,  and, 
after  that  Claverhouse  and  his  party  had 
retired  from  LoudonhiU,  he  was  found  by 
the  rebels  in  that  posture,  and  detained  al- 
most still  by  them  a  prisoner  until  the  de- 
feat, and  not  suffered  to  go  from  them :  so 
that,  in  effect,  he  was  always  in  the  quality 
of  a  prisoner.     2do.  During  the  time  he 
was   with   them,  he  not  only  refused  to 
preach,  but  he  was  so  far  from  encouraging 
them  to  rebellion,  that  he  made  it  his  work 
to  persuade  them  to  return  to  their  former 
loyalty  and  obedience,  and  de  facto,  per- 
suaded severals  to  go  from  and  desert  them. 
3tio.  Albeit  he  had  sometime  a  sword  about 
him,  yet  he  never  offered  to  make  use  of 
the  same  directly  or  indirectly,  or  to  make 
any  resistance  to  authority;  and  he  only 
carried  a  sword  to  disgnise  himself,  that  he 
might  not  be  taken  for  a  preacher;  and  he 
did  make  his  escape  before  the  engagement 
And  the  said  Mr  John  Kid,  Imo.  Did  not 
only  retire  from  them  how  soon  he  heard 
of  his  majesty's  proclamation,  but^  when 
some  of  them  came  to  his  house  to  persuade 
him  to  return,  he  absolutely  refused.    2do, 
He  continued  athisoivii\iOUM,«aA^N«v;% 
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exhorted  siidi  of  the  rehels  as  came  to 


him,  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  sup- 
plicate for  pardon,  dtio.  Atthe  desire  of  them 
that  were  most  peaceable,  he  went,  in  the 
simplicity  of  his  heart,  to  Hamilton,  to  per- 
suade them  to  obedience,  and  for  no  other 
end  or  account  whatsomerer.  4to.  When 
Robert  Hamilton,  and  some  other  of  the 
ringleaders,  became  enraged  with  the  peti- 
tioner's peaceable  adrice,  he  came  on  his 
jonmey  homeward,  and  was  pursued  by  a 
party  of  the  rebels,  who  threatened  to  kill 
him  if  he  would  not  return,  neither  had  he 
any  aims,  but  a  short  sword,  to  disguise 
himself  fh>m  being  known  as  a  preacher. 
Ato.  When  taken,  and  since  he  got  quarters 
and  assurance  of  his  life  firom  my  lord 
general,  who  was  impowered  by  his  majesty 
lo  pardon  and  resut,  and  both  the  prisoners, 
with  others,  had  so  &r  preyailed  with  the 
most  part  of  the  rebels,  that  if  his  mij€»ty'8 
forces  had  forborne  to  assault  for  two  hours 
longer,  they  had  all,  or  most  part  of  them, 
submitted  and  yielded.  And  as  for  being 
present  at  field  oonyenticles,  if  the  defen- 
ders shall  purge  themselves  of  the  rebellion, 
as,  no  doubt,  they  will,  they  are  secured 
for  this  by  his  majesty's  late  proclamation. 
Likeas  they  haye  seyeral  relevant  objeo- 
tions  against  some  of  the  inquest:  and  see- 
ing the  petitioners  are  able  to  prove  the 
haill  of  the  premisses  by  nitnesses  above 
all  exception,  in  case  they  had  an  exculpa- 
tion allowed  them  for  that  effect,  and  which 
by  the  law  of  the  kingdom,  and  custom  of 
the  court,  cannot  be  refused  them;  and 
seeing  by  the  said  practice  and  laws,  no 
person  can  be  indicted  for  capital  crimes, 
upon  less  than  filikeeu  free  days,  whereas 
the  petitioners  are  indicted  upon  five  at 
most;  therefore  humbly  crave,  that  the 
lords  will  allow  them  an  exculpation  and 
diligence,  for  summoning  of  witnesses  for 
proring  the  premisses,  and  several  other 
defences  which  they  have  to  eik  and  allege ; 
and  to  allow  them  a  competent  time  to 
execute  the  same,  seeing  their  witnesses 
live  at  distance  in  the  west  counfaT';  and 
'  lo  prorogate  and  continue  the  diet  until 
that  time. 

We  have  no  ground  to  question  the  mat- 
ten  of&ct  in  tids  petition,  since  so  peremp- 


torily they  undertake  to  prove  tfaeas.  The 
style  is  evidently  that  of  their  lawyun,  and 
when  people  are  under  their  managemsati 
it  mfust  be  ezpeoled  their  petitioBB  will  run 
in  their  phrsees,  as  a  patient  must  foUow  a 
physician's  presoriptioa.  This  petition  was 
probably  presented  by  their  advocates  to 
thejusttciary.  Their  dying  speeehea  and 
known  sentiments  auke  it  evident^  they  of 
themselves  would  never  have  termed  this 
rising  a  rebellion.  The  lords  peremptorily 
refuse  them  an  exculpation,  bat  allow  dili- 
gence for  citing  of  witnesses  against  the 
i^ipointed  diet,  to  prove  their  objeotiona 
against  the  aasiaers  contained  in  the  list 
given  them.  This  was  certainly  hard 
measure;  and,  if  the  reasoning  in  the 
petition  hold,  contrary  to  law,  and,  I  am 
sure,  to  equity,  since  the  probation  of 
these  foots  which  they  undertake,  would 
have  cleared  them  of  the  rebelUoni  libelled. 
But  the  design  was  formed,  that  these 
two  innocent  perM>ns  should  die. 

Upon  the  28th  of  July,  Mr  Kinf  and 
Mr  Kid  are  brought  before  the  justiciary. 
Their  indictment  was  first  read,  which  I 
shaU  give  but  in  abstract  It  beara^  **  thai 
they  had  been  in  the  rebellion,  and  in 
company  with  rebels,  who  in  May  last 
burned  the  king's  laws;  tiuit  they  had 
preadied  at  several  field^<Mmventides,  where 
persons  were  in  arms  ;  that  they  did 
preach,  pray,  and  exercise  to  rebels,  and 
continued  with  them  till  their  defeat,  and 
had  been  taken  prisoners.'*  The  king's 
advocate  adduced  for  probation  their  con- 
fessions before  the  council  and  justiciary, 
which  now  they  adhered  to,  and  they  ars 
as  follow. 

Edinbmgh,  July  0th. 
'Mr  John  King  confessoa  that  he  was 
in  the  rebrilion,  with  anna.  Being  in- 
terrogate what  gentlemen  he  saw  there^ 
decUres,  he  remembers  Eariston  younger 
was  there>  That  the  night  of  the  fight, 
he  declares,  he  was  in  a  place  near  6tra- 
thaven,  called  Peithill,  next  night  at  Muir- 
kirk ;  denies  he  was  at  Glasgow  that  Moo- 
day,  when  the  king^s  forces  were  assaulted 
by  the  rebels ;  denies  that  ever  he  hoard 
of  a  rising  before  the  same  was;  denies 
he  ever  waa  oiii»|  council  with  the  rebels 
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al  Miy  tina  Say%  ha  tfaiaki  tU  rebeb 
w«n  MTir  bfltttf  than  five  or  nz  thoQp 
J  that  ha  knew  not  any  panon 
general,  but  that  Robert  Hemilton 
took  on  hia  the  oonunand.  Dedaree,  that 
i^on  the  Sna4iy  after  he  wae  reeoned 
finona  CiafoAonee^  he  went  weetward  to- 
warda  Newaul]%  and  did  not  join  with  the 
rebela  till  theWedneeday  thereafter;  that 
he  knew  John  Belfonr  of  Kinloch  and  R»- 
ttdllot  were  among  them,  but  not  that 
they  were  mnrdvera  of  the  archbiihop. 
Confeeeee,  he  wae  in  the  faiihop'e  oloee  in 
Qiaegow,  but  not  within  the  home,  nor 
drank  there.  That  when  taken  he  had  two 
pietoboa  him. 

^  John  King.' 

Bflr  John  Kid*!  oonfeeeioni  before  the 
eooneil  and  jneticiary,  adduced  against 
faim,  follow. 

Edinburgh,  July  9th. 

*  Bfr  John  Kid  confesses  before  the 
eooneil,  that  he  preacftwd  at  field-oonyen* 
tidea  in  Stirling^Bhire,  and  Clydesdale,  but 
norer  at  any,  where  there  were  men  in 
srma,  except  two;  one  of  which  was  at 
the  moai^  which  lies  on  the  west  end  of 
Li^ngstone  perish  betwixt  and  the  Shots 
in  the  dead  of  winter,  butcannot  remember 
the  other. 

*JoHN  Km.' 

Edinburi^  July  17th. 

*  Before  the  justidary  Mr  John  Kid  coi^ 
lesseth  he  preached  at  several  field-oonyen- 
tiole%  mid  at  some  of  them  there  were 
armed  men,  psrticularly  at  Monkland, 
who  dismissed  after  sermon.  That  since, 
he  did  not  preach  in  anywhere  but  in 
Andivw  Thomson's  bam  in  Monkland. 
That  twelre  days  before  the  deftat,  he  went 
to  the  rebels,  and  that  night  ^lient  out  of 
thmr  camp  to  a  country  man's  house  more 
than  a  ndle  distant,  which  houso  is  be- 
sidothe  ModereU,  but  hath  forgot  its  name, 
and  that  of  the  man.  He  stayed  th«re  three 
day«^  and  returned  to  the  camp  the  second 
timo,  aaid  that  aame  night  went  from  the 
rabeisto  Robert  Blarshail's  house  in  Monk- 
land;  and  four  days  after  that,  being  the 
-Thanday  before  the  defmt,  he  agaan  went 


to  the  Ugger,  and  went  to  quarter  in  a 
gentleman's  hou8e,at  some  more  than 
a  mile's  distance,  and  came  back  towards  the 
camp  on  Saturday  before  the  rout;  and 
was  with  them  upon  Sunday,  when  he 
and  some  of  his  ftiends  came  along  to  hear 
what  was  the  effect  of  the  parley  at  the 
bridge.  Dedares,  he  had  a  shabble  with 
him,  which  he  brought  the  second  time 
he  came  to  the  rebels,  and  got  from  Robert 
Thomson,  and  was  about  him  when  taken. 
Declares,  he  was  taken  two  or  three  miles 
from  the  field  where  the  rebels  were  do* 
feat,  his  horse  haying  bogged  with  him. 
This  he  declares  to  be  truth,  but  refuses 
to  subscribe.  Edinburgh,  July  28th,  judici- 
ally confeaseth  the  truth  of  the  above  de- 
claration, and  abidea  at  the  same^  and 
craves  pardon  for  not  subscribing  it,  and 
throws  hunself  on  the  king's  mercy,  and 
the  Lord's  &vour. 

*  John  Km.' 


There  were  no  reasonings,  nor  was  there 
room  for  any.  With  those  ooofessions  the 
advocate  declared  he  dosed  the  probatiou. 
The  lords  remit  the  matter  to  an  assiae^ 
and  the  assise  unanimously  bring  them  in 
as  guilty  by  their  own  confession  of  preach- 
ing at  field-conventicleB,  and  being  in  anna 
with  the  rebels.  The  lords  appoint  them 
^  to  be  taken  to  the  market-croes  of  Edin^- 
burgh,  upon  Thursday  August  14th,  be- 
twixt two  and  four  of  the  clook  in  the 
afternoon,  and  to  be  hanged  on  a  gibbet; 
and  when  dead,  that  their  heads  and 
right  arms  be  cut  ofi^  and  disposed  of  as 
the  council  think  fit;  and  that  all  their 
land  be  forfeited,  as  being  guilty  of  the 
treasonable  crimes  foreaaid;  which  was 
pronounced  for  doom." 

After  what  hath  been  narrated,  the  se- 
verity of  this  sentence  does  ftilly  enough  ap- 
.pear.  They  had  no  evidence  against  them, 
but  their  own  confession,  which  was 
partly  gained  by  promises,  and  extorted  by 
the  boots.  The  rebellion  they  ofier  to  purge 
themselves  from,  and  have  an  exculpation 
refused  to  them ;  and  though  the  law  did 
make  preaching  at  field-conventiolea  death, 
yet  there  is  no  probation  of  this  against 
Mr  King,  and  the  kin^a  ^gmxiaiaa^tkia  «ib- 
,  cured  them  bo&*,  m^  lVi^«  vaAamwtej  \(W4- 
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cbimed  •  little  before  tlwir  deeth 


them 


a  greet  wtmy  othen  iiimImhiiI  hy 
perdons  thai  io  otiher&  so  Jeeuift  that  I  know  ef ;  mUbt  ■%  **  oen* 

The  day  after  their  eentenoe^  I  find  Mr  i  demniay  the  Englieh  litargj;  that  fftilmay 
Stevenson*  brother  to  doctor  SteTenaeo,  ie  an  antiohriflian  oonstkatioa ;  tiMit  it  it 
ridee  op  |KMt  to  London,  to  proonre  a  re-  popery  to  obeenre  feetivida;  that  there  u 
misaion ;  and  I  qaestion  not»  hot  the  dnko  a  mntoal  reciprocal  obl^fatioBbetwucI  kxi^ 
of  Monmouth,  whc^  it  aeema,  had  pardoned  ■  and  salgocta  i  that  mi^ittratee  in  chnnh- 
Bflr  Kid,  if  acoeaa  had  been  got  to  him,  I  sMttoa  hare  only  a  cnmalative,  not  a  paw 
woold   have   nsed  hia  interest ;   bnt  the :  vative  power.'*    If  this  be  Jesintiam  and 


death  of  these  two  being  resolved  on  at 
EdiDborgh,  noUiing  was  got  dona  Accord- 
ingly upon  the  14th  of  August,  after  the 
hinges  indemnity  had  been  proclaimed  with 
a  great  deal  of  pomp  in  the  forenoon,  the 
aentenoe  was  executed  upon  these  two  ano- 
oeaaftil  preachers  of  the  gospel,  in  all  its 
points.  They  died  in  f uU  peaces  serenity, 
and  joy,  and  their  apeechea  being  abeady 
more  than  once  pQblished  in  NaphtaU,  I 
do  not  insert  them  here.  Their  heads 
were  cot  off,  and  their  right  hands,  and 
a£Bxed  upon  the  Netheihow-port  of  Edin- 
bnigh,  beside  that  of  Mr  James  Gnthrie, 
as  new  monuments  of  the  injustice  of  this 
period. 

Were  it  worth  while,  I  could  at  a  great 
length  refute  the  ailiy  and  groundlesa  aa- 
persiona  cast  upon  these  two  good  men  by 
that  scandalous  paper  before  mentioned, 
*  The  Spirit  of  Popery  speaking  out  of  the 
Mouths  of  &naticBl  Protestants,'*  and  ex- 


popery,  let  the  reader  judges  la  abort, 
this  paaaively  obedient  author  eBdea;fioan 
to  bespatter  our  reforamtion  and  reformsn, 
and  bath  nothing  I  can  aee  but  a  hoteh* 
potoh  of  lies  and  alauder  gathered  up  fnm 
papers  and  books  many  a  time  am^rcred, 
such  as  Lysinuichua^  Nicanor,  Baleanqneirs 
hu^ge  DeolarMtion,  Presbytery  diaphiyed, 
and  RaviUac  liedivivus  ;  to  which  he  adds 
a  new  U^gend  of  naost  groundlesa  atones 
upon  presbyterian  miniaters  aad  oth«i% 
furnished  by  the  prelatic  cHergj  in  tlie  west 
about  this  time,  which  are  known  to  be 
abominable  lie^  aome  of  them  deatroyii^ 
themselves,  and  all  of  them  finequently  ex- 
posed and  answered;  so  that  they  are 
neither  worth  repeating  or  reft&ting. 

I  come  now  forward  to  giro  some  ac- 
count of  the  other  Bvt  man  who  wore  ex- 
ecuted in  November  at  Magua-muir 
Thither  the  council  aent  theaa  to  die,  to 
declare  their  deteatation  of  the  murder  of 


pose  the  weakness  aud  virulence  of  that    the  primate  in  that  place :  but  it  ia  merely 


foul-mouthed  author;  but  I  am  unwilling 
to  rake  into  ao  vile  a  heap  of  slander  and 
lies.  The  writer  pretends  to  be  a  Scots- 
man, and  asserts,  **  the  Latin  tongue  is  as 
oonnnon  among  the  men  in  Scotland,  as 
their  mother  tongue ;  that  the  Highlanden 
who  came  down  upon  the  west  country, 
were  a  very  dvil,  generous,  and  governsp 
ble  people;  that  the  worthy  and  excellent 
persons  who  suffered  after  Peiitland,  were 
drunk  like  beasts  with  ale  and  brendy,  the 
day  on  which  they  were  executed;"  which 
are  known,  foolish,  and  abominable  un- 
truths, with  a  vast  deal  of  such  senseless 
stuff.  Ilis  proofs  that  the  presbyterian 
ministers  were  all  Jesuits,  and  maintained 
Jesuitical  principles,  are  such  aa  make  me 
jealous  the  author  of  a  deaign  to  recom- 
mend Jesuitism.  He  casta  together  some 
JeisnJtical  tenets  which  were  never  main- 
UJned  by  preifbyteriajUf  and  mixes  in  with 


for  Bothwell  they  were  oondeasned;  Mid 
there  was  no  probation  of  their  having 
any  share  in  that  attempt;  and  they  ta 
their  hat  declared  their  freedom  from  it 
It  waa  a  new  inatanoe  of  the  righteouaaeaa 
of  our  managers,  to  brand  them  with  thi% 
and  put  them  to  death  there,  aa  if  they 
had  been  guilty.  I  shall  likewiae  give  their 
trial  from  the  juaticiary  regiaters.  We  have 
already  seen  the  Idng^B  letter,  of  tha  date 
July  26th  orderii^  thia  trial 

Upon  the  26th  of  Auguat,  William  Rioh« 
ardson  in  Stonehowe,  Thomaa  Brown 
shoemsker  in  Edinburgh^  John  BaUonr  in 
Gilstoun,  Alexander  Balfour  there^  Thomas 
Williamson  in  Over  Wariston,  Robert 
M'GiU  in  GaUaahieb^  Robert  MiUer  in 
Waterfoot,  Jamea  Paton  in  Inverkeithia^, 
Audrew  Thomson  in  Sauchy,  are  indicted 
tor  treason  in  joining  with  the  rebela  in 
June  VasL    The  Virda  continue  them  till 
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tbe  Jnt  6Mf  of  8eptcmb«r»  and  allow  them 
for  advooitii  Mr  Walter  Pringie,  Mr 
Dmi  Tboir%  Mr  William  Monypeny, 
Mir  PMrick  HmM^  Mr  William  M'Calm, 
I  find  no  mora  aboot  those  nine  in  die 
inaticiarf  r^giaten,  till  November  10th, 
when  iome  of  them,  with  a  good  many 
oUien,  are  before  the  jiutioei.  But  Nov^ 
ember  8th,  **  the  oouncil  remit  to  the 
advocate  to  pnrBoe  before  tbe  criminal 
ooort  thoprisooen  fat  the  tolbooth  of  Edin- 
bnrghy  to  the  number  of  thirty,  who  hare 
reAiaod  tho  bond,  or  foch  of  them  as  he 
thinka  fit"  Accordingly,  Noyember  10th, 
I  find  James  Fimdlay,    Thomas    Brown, 


107ft 


happy  restoration,  did  bum  at  the 
cross  of  the  royal  burgh  of  Ruther- 
glen,  those  acts  whereby  his  majesty'ii 
royal  prerogatiTes  were  established;  and 
did,  by  a  public  proclamation,  dedare  his 
I  majesty  an  usurper,  and  that  he  had  robbed 
Jesus  Christ  of  his  crown,  because  (for- 
sooth) he  would  not  acknowledge  them 
and  their  ministers  to  be  (Christ's  infalliblo 
yicegerents  and  to  be  superiors  to  him  in 
his  own  kingdom.  And  after  they  had 
thus  entered  into  open  hostility  against 
his  majesty  and  their  native  country,  they, 
at  Loudon-hill,  on  the  first  of  June  there- 
after, engaged  with  his  majesty's  forces 
James  Wood  in  NewmiUs,  Andrew  Sword  \  under  the  command  of  the  hurd  of  daver- 
weaver  in  the  atowartry  of  Kirkcudbright, ;  house,  captain  of  one  of  his  majesty's  troops 
John  Waddd  in  new  Monkland,  John  j  of  horse,  and  gave  for  a  word  to  the  soU 
Cfydo    in  Kilbride,    with  a  great   many    diers,  '  No  quarter.'     And  albeit  they  got 

quarter,  they  refused  it  universally  to  all 

who  fought  for  his  majesty,   hewing   to 

against  most  part   who   suffer,   for   pieces  in  the  most  barbarous  way  that  ever 

•omo  years,  I  hisert  from  the  registera.         I  was  known,  any  whom  they  could  kill. 

I  And  having  joined  with  the  bloody  and 
^  Whereas,  by  act  1.  part  1.  James  I.  barbarous  murderers  of  the  archbishop  of 
Act  14.  psorL  6.  Jamea  IL  Act  6.  pari  |  8t  Andrews,  who,  as  their  emissaries, 
7.  James  IL  and  many  other  laws,  per- 1  killed  his  grace,  and  whom  they  rose  in 
dneUion  and  rising  in  anns  are  declared  arms  to  protect  as  such,  they  inunediately 
traaamiahlfy  crimes,  and  are  to  be  punished  did  convocate  the  whole  country,  to  the 
with  the  pain  of  death.    Nevertheless  it  is    number  of  ten  or  twelve  thousand,   and 


others,    pannelled    before   the  justiciary. 
Their  indictment  being  the  ordinary  form 


of  verity,  that  albeit  the  king's  majesty, 
their  gradoua  sovereign  and  natural  prince, 
had,  by  indemnities  and  remissions,  cov- 
ered and  concealed  from  the  eyes  of  stran- 


assaulted  his  majest3r's  buigh  of  Glasgow, 
and  having  entered  the  same,  did  rob  and 
spoil  his  majesty's  good  subjects,  did  open 
the  prison  doors,  and  throw  out    of  the 


giers,  all  those  extravagancies,  which  they  ;  graves  the  dead  bodies  of  such  children  as 

and  those  of  their  profession  had  for  a  long  ■  belonged  to  the  (Mthodox  clergy,  com- 
manding, by  a  most  insolent  act  of  their 
supremacy  and  mock  judicatory,  all  the 
orthodox  clergy,  to  remove  themsolvest 
their  wives,  and  families,  from  the  west- 
em  shires,  under  pain  of  death.  And 
having  threatened  with  fire  and  sword 
all  such  of  his  majesty's  good  subjects  an 
would  not    join  them,    and  to    plunder 

a  deep  combination  to  overturn  the  funda-  {  and   ravage  their  houses,    and  rob  their 

horses  and  arms,  did,  to  the  number  of  ten 
or  twelve  thousand,  elect  and  nominate 
Robert  Hamilton  their  general,  because  he 
had  burned  his  majesty's  laws  and  acts  of 
parliament,  and  John  Balfour,  alias  Bui^le, 
David  Hackston  of  Kathillet,  and 
their    chief    officers,   b^MssoM    IVatj    Va^ 

God,  hi  comnMB^mtfon  of  hia  maje8ty*B  [  dechured  in  an  open  aMemW^,  ^^S>:\o%  >k^ 

iif,  s 


of  years  owned  openly,  to  the  great 
contempt  as  well  as  ruin  of  his  majesty's 
anthority,  protecting  their  persons,  as  it 
were,  against  his  own  laws,  and  prefer- 
ring their  safety  to  his  own  security :  yet 
tho  said  persons,  shaking  off  all  fear  of 
God,  and  respect,  not  only  to  his  miyesty's 
laws,  but  to  human  society,  did  enter  into 


meartal  laws  both  of  church  and  state,  pro- 
openly,  that  they  would  have  a 
lent  of  their  own  constitution,  where- 
there  should  be  neither  bishop  nor  noble- 
And  in  order  whereunto,  upon  the 
S!9th  of  May  last,  and  because  that  day  was 
fet  apart  for  thanksgiving  to  the  eternal 
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their  hands)  that  these  were  the 
hands  which  murdered  the    arch- 
bishop of  St  Andrews.     And  did  by  these 
officers  condemn  and  execute  these  who 
had  served  his  majesty,  particularly 

a  butcher  in  Glasgow.    And 
upon  the  day  of  June  last,  under 

the  conduct  and  command  of  these  officers, 
they  marched  to  the  town  of  Hamilton, 
where,  upon  the  day  of  the  said 

month,  they  refused  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  beings  specially  invited  and  required 
thereunto  by  his  grace  the  duke  of  Buo- 
cleugh  and  Monmouth,  captain  general  of 
his  majesty's  forces,  who  promised  to  take 
them  into  his  special  protection,  and  to  in- 
tercede for  his  majesty's  mercy  and  clemen- 
cy to  them  all,  which  they  reiused,  send- 
ing most  insolent  and  rebellions  proposi- 
tions to  his  grace,  wherein  they  required, 
in  express  terms,  the  overturning  of 
the  present  government  of  the  church,  and 
several  other  things  destructive  to  his 
majesty's  government ;  and  because  these 
were  refused,  they  did,  after  they  were 
drawn  up,  and  divided  in  regiments  and 
companies,  march  towards  his  majesty's 
army,  and  fire  at  them:  but  God  having, 
by  a  remarkable  judgment,  defeat  them  by 
their  own  consciences,  his  majesty  did, 
by  another  unparalleled  instance  of  his  un- 
wearied goodness,  issue  out  an  act  of  in- 
demnity, dated  the  day  of 
securing  to  them  their  lives,  providing 
they  should  oblige  themselves,  not  to  take 
up  arms  against  his  majesty  or  his  author- 
ity :  in  pursiuince  of  which,  they  should 
have  made  application  for  getting  benefit 
of  the  said  indemnity,  by  offering  to  sub- 
scribe a  bond  never  to  rise  in  arms  against 
his  majesty  or  his  authority,  betwixt  and 
the  18th  day  of  September  last.  Not^-ith- 
standing  they  failed  therein,  yet  the  said 
bond  was  several  times  tendered  to  them ; 
and  particularly,  upon  the  day 
of  October  last,  the  same  was  offered  to 
them  by  the  lord  justice-general,  and  Mr 
Richard  Maitland  of  Gogar,  with  certifi- 
cation as  offcired:  and  though  they  con- 
temptuously refused  the  same,  yet  it  was 
again  offered  unto  them  upon  the  last  day 
of  October  last,  and  the  3d  day  of  Novem- 
fwr  instant  respe<^ive,    which  they  again 


refused,  though  in  duty  they  were  tied  to 
the  obligation  therein,  albeit  the  same  had 
not  been  offered  benignly  to  them,  as  the 
ransom  of  their  lives  which  they  bad  justly 
f<yrfeited.  And  by  declining  whereof,  and 
refusing  to  call  the  late  rebellion  a  rebel- 
lion, they  discovered  fully  their  traitorous 
inclinations  to  continue  in  their  former  rf^ 
bellions  principles.  Of  the  which  crimes, 
the  ibrenamed  persons,  and  ilk  one  of  them, 
are  actors,  and  art  and  part  Which  bein^ 
found  by  an  assize,  they  ought  to  be  pti- 
nished  with  forfeiture  of  life,  land  aiid 
goods,  to  the  terror  and  example  of  all 
others  to  commit  the  like  hereafter." 

This  odious  and  false  representation  of 
matters  of  fact,  M-ith  a  very  little  change. 
I  as  circiunstances  required,  I  find  used  in 
the  processes  of  this  nature  in  the  jus- 
tinary  books,  therefore,  and  because  I  take 
tlif^se  and  the  like  black  aspersions  in  the 
public  papers  of  this  time,  which  were 
never  proven,  nor  designed  to  be  proven, 
but  patched  up  from  the  lies  the  army  and 
clei^  brought  in  to  E^burgfa,  are  the 
fimd  out  of  which  the  viperous  and  party 
iiTiters  in  defence  of  this  time,  n  ith  lyin? 
additions  of  their  oTvn,  make  up  their 
pamphlets  and  books,  whereby  presbyteri- 
ans  are  blackened,  and  the  cause  of  t}Tanny 
and  arbitrary  government  supported.*  It 
may  not  be  out  of  the  road  to  make  a  few 
reflections  upon  this  indictment  And  they 
fall  into  two  sorts  as  to  matter  of  fkcty  and 
as  to  its  relation  to  the  persons  in  the  pan- 
ncl.  The  candid  representations  of  things 
in  the  former  part  of  this  history  will  take 
off  the  most  part  of  the  allegations  and 
aspersions  heaped  together  here  by  the  ad- 
vocate. How  hr  it  may  be  ordinary  in 
these  cases  to  aggravate  and  calumniate, 
that  at  least  the  criminal  may  be  hit  by 
somewhat  or  other  I  do  not  know:  but 
this  I  am  persuaded  of,  that  scarce  one  of 
the  facts  here  charged.  In  the  manner  here 
represented,  is  true.    There  was  no  com- 


*  The  mme  mi.sropreMntRtionB  have  b<*cfi  n- 
peated,  with  new  additions,  by  almost  all  who 
have  written  upon  the  sabject,  till  by  reitera- 
tion they  have  gained  the  full  belief  of  their  in- 
I  ventors,  and  are  now  very  generally  aapiioaed 
\  to  Ve  weW  aiilYMnl\c»\K4  lac\A.~EjiL 
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biiiBftion  •nteivd  into  for  OTertaming  fan- 
dttBi«ntal  lmw«,  bj  the  people  at  fiothweli, 
or  before  it.  as  appeen  by  their  own  deda- 
ratioB,  and  their  profeesed  and  known  pur- 
poee  to  have  the  goremmenty  and  the  exer- 
cise of  ity  brought  from  an  arbitrary  des- 
potic management^  to  an  adminiiitration 
according  to  htw.  That  they  crayed  a  par- 
liament in  its  freedom,  is  certain;  that  it 
night  sit  without  prelates  was  their  wish, 
though  not  sought;  but  that  it  should  be 
without  the  nobility,  was  never  in  their 
thought  What  was  done  at  Iluthergleii, 
was  the  act  but  of  a  few,  and  never  ap- 
proren  by  others,  and  here  misrepresented : 
and  it  was  never  tbeir  opinion,  nor  that  uf 
any  presbyterian,  that  their  ministers  were 
Christ's  infallible  vicegerents,  and  supe- 
rior to  the  king  in  his  kingdom.  These 
are  .innendos  equally  wicked  and  ground- 
less. I  never  heard  of  any  word  given 
at  Dmmdog ;  neither  can  I  believe  it  was 
that  named.  The  alarm  was  sudden,  and 
the  circumstances  such  as  did  not  need 
any  word;  and  that  quarters  were  given, 
is  certain  enough.  *  It  is  inconsistent  with 
the  drcnmstances  of  time  and  matter  of 
fod;  to  add,  that  the  murderers  of  the 
■fchbishop  were  emissaries  of  these  peo- 
ple, and  that  they  rose  in  arms  to  protect 
them.  It  was  unworthy  of  the  advocate  to 
prodoce  such  self-contradictions  before  a 
grave  court,  and  to  add  so  notour  an  uii- 
tmlh^  tluit  with  ten  or  twelve  thousand 
they  attacked  the  city  of  GLisgow :  what 
allowances  must  we  make  to  writers  at 
distance  in  our  affairs,  when  our  own 
people  blunder  so  grossly,  and  I  fear  dc- 
ngnedly !  Every  body  knows,  that  gather- 
ing at  its  greatest  was  not  half  that  num- 
ber; and  when  Glasgow  was  attacked, 
they  were  far  from  so  many  hundreds,  I 
bad  almost  said  scores.  The  spoiling  of 
Glasgow^  opening  prisons  to  let  out  any 
malefactorsi,  and  far  more  their  opening  of 
jpraves,  are  malicious  untruths,  and  of  the 
Hune  kidney  witli  the  senseless  proclo- 
nation,    and   pretended   judicatory   upon 


*  Robert  Hsmilton,  in  one  of  his  lettent, 
[1084)  acknowledges  having  given  such  a  word ; 
Mt  prubablj  Mr  Wodrow  had  not  seen  that 
Irtter  at  the  timeofpuhJisbi/jfli/f  A/story.— ^(/.  I 


.  the  butcher,   which    foilows.-|-     Of 
'the    same    sort   is    tlieir    electing       '  ' 
Robert  Hamilton,   and  Balfour,    and  Ra- 
!  thillet,  because  they  had  owned  themselves 
I  murderers  of  the  primate.     These  arc  all 
idle  and  false  stories,  as  appears  abimdaut- 
ly  from  what  is  above. 

I  am  ashamed  to  insist  so  long  upon 
such  stuff,  which  I  doubt  much  if  the 
advocate  believed  when  he  put  it  into  the 
indictment  The  reasons  of  any  thing  that 
:  is  true  in  what  follows,  have  been  already 
j  given.  As  to  the  relation  those  things 
I  bear  to  the  persons  in  the  paunel,  at  least 
the  five  executed,  wo  may  notice,  that  the 
archbishop's  death  is  not  so  much  as 
charged  upon  them;  though,  from  tlieir 
!  being  executed  at  Magus-muir,  it  is  too 
;  generally  thought,  and  printed  likewise, 
I  that  these  persons  had  a  sharo  in  this 
fact.  Further,  it  is  more  than  probable 
none  of  tliem  were  concerned  in  most 
of  the  tacts  cluirged,  some  of  them  only 
being  at  Both  well,  and  one  without  arms 
too.  Such  a  charge  as  this,  had  it  been 
matter  of  fact,  uould  have  answered  IVIr 
Hamilton,  and  some  few  others  of  them; 
but  it  bears  no  relation  to  the  poor  com- 
mon soldiers,  such  as  these  five  were, 
whose  lives  the  king  had  s])ared  by  liih 
express  letter;  and  it  seems  to  have  been 
a  bloody  freak,  to  have  some  people  ex- 
ecuted in  the  jiLioe  where  the  bishop  had 
been  killed.  And  indeed  no  other  oi:- 
count  of  it  offors  to  me;  for  those  live 
were  perfectly  in  the  same  circunistiinccs 
with  the  rest  of  the  prisoners  who  re- 
fused the  bond. 

However  the  indictment  is  read,  and 
sustained:  all  the  rest,  except  the  five 
who  were  determined  to  be  put  to  deatli, 
are  continued  to  another  diet,  and  at  length 
dropt,  at  least  I  find  no  more  about  them 
in  the  registers.  Thomas  Brown,  John 
Waddcl,  Andrew  Sword,  John  Clyde,  con- 
fess judicially  they  were  taken  in  arms : 
and  the  bond  is  offereil  to  them  judicially, 
which  they  peremptorily  refused,  as  a 
condemning  of  BothweU  rising,  and  their 


f  James  Kumel  nrk  now  ledges  siirh  ajudim- 
tory,  and  their  prorecdings  were  certainly  ri^li- 
teout.    Klrkion,  p.  ^bl. — Ed. 
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own  practice;  neither  would  they 
admowledge  Both  well  risings  to  be 
a  rebellion.  The  atnse  find  them,  by  their 
own  confession,  ^ty  of  beinp  in  arms 
at  Bothwell;  and  the  lords*  sentence  is, 
**  That  they  be  carried  to  the  moir  of  Magus, 
in  the  sheriffdom  of  Fife,  the  place  where 
his  grace  the  archbishop  of  St  Andrews 
was  murdered,  upon  the  IBth  of  NoTember 
instant,  and  there  to  be  hanged  till  they  be 
dead,  and  their  bodies  to  be  hung  in  chains 
until  they  rot,  and  all  their  landM,  goods, 
and  gear  to  fall  to  liis  nujesty^s  use.'* 

James  Wood*s  case  was  a  little  different 
from  the  other  four :  the  probation  against 
him  is  some  oaths  of  soldiers,  that  he  was 
taken  at  Bothwell :  and  the  assise  are  so 
just  as  to  bring  him  in,  as  being  taken  at 
Bothwell  without  arms ;  and  yet  the  judges 
throw  him  in  with  the  rest,  and  pass  the 
same  doom  upon  him.  This  is  another 
instance  of  the  illegal  and  severe  proce- 
dure of  this  period,  to  hang  a  man,  and  put 
him  up  in  chains,  as  a  murderer  of  the 
primate,  who  was  only  present  at  the  ga- 
thering at  Bothwell,  without  arms. 

Accordingly  they  were  all  executed  in 
Magus-muir,  upon  the  day  abovenamcd. 
Their  speeches  in  Naphtali  bear  the  date 
of  November  s^th,  whether  this  be  a  mis- 
take in  the  printing,  or  the  council,  for 
some  reasons,  prorogate  the  day,  I  know 
not^  it  is  not  materiaL  Their  joint  testi- 
mony, general  and  particular,  with  their 
speeches,  and  dying  words  upon  the  ladder, 
are  all  printed  in  Naphtali,  and  I  do  not 
swell  this  work  with  them.  1  have  before 
me  some  of  their  letters  to  their  friends, 
fnU  of  a  strain  of  piety  and  seriousness, 
wherein,  as  in  their  printed  papers,  they 
give  the  reasons  why  they  could  not  save 
their  lives  by  taking  a  bond  which  they 
judged  unlawful,  and  declare  their  being 
entirely  free  of  the  death  of  the  primate, 
with  their  hopes  of  the  pardon  of  their 
sins,  and  everlasting  happiness,  in  a  very 
humble  and  christian  manner. 

Thos  I  have  given  as  fair  and  full  an  ac- 
coimt  of  such  who  were  put  to  death  this 
year,  for  their  accession  lo  Bothwell,  as  I 
could.  It  was  the  care  of  the  managers, 
and  a  pleasure  to  the  clergy,  that  the  only 
two  prmi'bcn  taken  »hoM  he  cut  off,  and 


they  snfiier  pn^eriy  for  preaching  of  the 
gospel  in  the  fields,  and  are  both  rery  full 
in  OM-ning  the  king's  authority ;  and  the 
^ye  country  peoj^  are  made  a  sacrifice,  at 
it  were,  to  the  place  of  the  primate's 
death. 

SBCT.  I\'. 

Of  the  circuit  courts  hdd^  and  the  geniU' 
wen  who  were  forftUedj  after  BotkweU, 
this  year, 

Tim  council,  as  we  have  heard,  were  not 
idle  in  the  prosecution  of  such  who  had 
been  at  Bothwell ;  but,  to  make  the  seve- 
rities upon  this  score  the  more  extensive, 
circuit  courts  are  established  through  all 
the  comers  of  the  country,  where  it  conld 
be  supposed  any  of  these  people  were. 
Wo  shall  meet  with  circuit  conrta  almost 
in  every  succeeding  year  of  this  reign. 
Matters  were  now  taking  a  new  turn  at 
court :  Lauderdale  had  in  appearance  pre- 
vailed over  those  who  opposed  him.  This 
juncture  was  too  favourable  to  be  neglect- 
ed by  our  prelates  and  managers  ;  and  to 
gratify  them,  and  supply  the  hungry  de- 
pendents of  LauderdaJe*s  party  out  of  the 
estates  and  goods  of  such  whom  they  in- 
clined to  find  guilty,  these  circuits  were 
appointed. 

The  proclamation,  of  the  date  August 
Hth,  M-illgivc  us  the  alleged  reasons  for 
these  circuits,  and  therefore  I  insert  it  be- 
low.*   As  it  was  published  the  same  day 


♦  Proclamation  for  Ciradt'courls,  jhtgutt  14M, 

W79. 

Cbarlcn,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Gmt 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  Uic 
faith  :  to  our  loviu 

heralds,  macers,  punuivanU,  or  mes- 
sengers at  arms,  our  aherius  in  that  part,  eoo- 
^unctlv  and  severally,  specially  consUtute,  greet- 
ing :  forasmucli  as,  by  our  proclamation  of  the 
27th  day  of  July  last,  we  have  indemnified  and 
pardoned,  with  the  exceptions  Uierein  specified, 
all  such  as  were  engaged  in  the  rebellion  lOGfi, 
or  the  late  reliellion  in  this  prewnt  year  1679, 
providing  they  appear  before  such  as  our  privy 
council  shall  nominate,  betwixt  and  the  days 
expressed  in  the  said  procUmation,  and  enact 
themselves  in  manner  tlierein  mentioned.  And 
as  it  is  our  ro>'al  intention,  that  the  said  par- 
don and  indemnity  shall  be  effectual  to  all 
such  persons  as  shall  accept  the  benefit  thereof ; 
^  ao  U  \s  our  cai.iBit«w  '^VW  ilu<&  '^Vnawn^  that  such 


CHAK  111.] 


whh-the  hulmnhitffWO  it  is  teigned  to 
fimM  it ;  aod  audi  m  take  not  the  benefit 
of  ity  ere  to  he  proeecuted  before  tbeee 
conrtB:  a  proof  that  o«r  managerB  were 
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willingr  to  enunp  end  narrow  Ae 
king's  indemnity  as  mnch  as  poau-  '^^- 
Ue.    All  who  were  concerned  in  the  rising 
at  Pentland  thirteen  years  ago,  all  who  had 


pwgoni  u  shall  not  enact  themaelTcs  batwixt 
and  the  daya  expreaiied  in  the  eaid  proclama- 
tion, be  proceeded  against  with  the  utmost  se- 
▼rrity  the  law  does  allow.     As  also  it  being 
moat  just  and  necessary  for  Tindicating  the  hon- 
our and  reputation  of  this  our  ancient  kingdom, 
that  the  persons  guilty  of  that  horrid  assassination 
and  aiiHNler  of  the  late  archliishop  of  St  An- 
drefrs  (which  we  will  never  forget^   mav  be 
brought  to  condign  punishment,  and  all  legal 
coonea  taken  for  that  eflfect :  therefore  we,  with 
adTiee  ef  oar  priTy  eoaneil,  do  ordain  justice- 
airs,  or  circuit-courts  to  be  holden  by  the  com- 
missioners of  our  Justiciary,  at  the  places,  and 
iipOM  the  dayv  aiWmantlAnad,  risb  at  the  town 
of  Stirling,  the  first  day  of  October  next,  i'ur 
the  shires  of  Stirling,  ]3umbarton,  Clarkmsn- 
nan,  Perth  besouth  the  river  of  Kara,  and  the 
Blewartry  of  Mouteith ;  at  the  town  of  Glas- 
gow, the  eighth  day  of  October,  for  the  siiires 
of  Lanark  and  Renfrew;  at  the  town  of  Ayr, 
the  fiftcenih  day  of  October,  for  the  shire  of 
Ayr  and  jurisdictions  within  the  same ;  at  the 
town  of  Dumfries,  the   twenty  second   dav  of 
OctolMr,  for  the  shires  of  Dumfries  and  Wig- 
tao,  the  Stewart rict  of  Kirkcudbright  and  An- 
nandale ;  at  the  town  of  Cowpar  in  Fife,  upon 
th«  first  day  of  the  said  month  of  October,  for 
the  ahirea  of  File  and  Kinross  ;  at  the  town  of 
Edinburgh,  the  eighth  day  of  Octiibcr,  for  the 
shires  of   Edinburgh,    Iladdin^on,  and   Lin- 
lichfov;    at  Jedburgh    the   fitteeenth  day  of 
Octobo*,    for  the  shires  of  lloxburfh,  Selkirk, 
Peebles,  Berwick,  and  bailiary  of  Lauderdale. 
With  power  to  the  said  eommiMioners  to  divide 
thmnawvea  in  two  circuit-courts,   to  the  effect 
foresaid.     In  which  courts  the  said  commission- 
ers are  to  jnticeed  against  the  persons  who  were 
engaged  in  the  said  rebellion,  and  have  not  ac- 
cepted,  or  shall  not  accept  the  benefit  of  our 
indemnity,  by  enacting  themselves  in  the  terms 
•f  oor  graijoos  proclamation,  within  the  diets 
therein  mentioned,  and  particularly  against  the 
murderers  of  the  late  archbishop  of  St  A  ndrews ; 
and  that  the  said  commissioners  issue  citations 
against  all  the  said  rebels,  and  specially  against 
the  aaid  murderers,  containing  a  particular  de- 
scription of  these  murderers ;  which  citations 
are  to  be  executed  at   the  market-cross  of  the 
head  burghs  of  the  shires  where  these  persons 
dwell,  or  fbnnerly  dwelt,  or  where  they  ordi- 
narily haunt  and  resort,  to  the  effect  that  none 
may  supply,  harbour,  commune  or  correspond 
with  the  said  murderers,  nor  with  any  other 
of  the  rebels,  before  these  other  rebels,  not  ac- 
Masury  to  that  horrid  murder,  enact  themseUTs, 
conform  to  our  act  of  indemnity ;  and  in  case 
any  person  shall  contravene,  they  shall  be  pro- 
ceeded against  with  all  ri|;our,as  accessory  to  the 
■dd  rebellion  and  assassmation.     And  further, 
we,  with,  advice  foresaid,  do  ordain  the  heritors 
and  masters  of  the  ground  where  any  of  the 
rebels  have  their  dwelling  and  residence,  to  pre- 
sent to  the    said   Justice-airs,    the  persons  of 
these  rebels,   who    shall  not,   before  the  diets 
contained  in  oor  act  of  indemnity,  enact  them- 
selves not  to  bear  arms  S|g»in9t  ub,  or  oarauthor- 
Hy;  with  power  to  them   to  apprehend    their 


persons  :  and  In  ease  of  their  refusal,  to  enact 
themselves  (aa  aforesaid)  to  send  them  to  the 
next  urisou,  there  to  be  detained  and  kept  In 
sure  flrmance,  unUI  they  enact  themselves,  aa 
aforesaid,  within  the  said  diets,  and  thcrenpan 
be  dismisaad ;  or  otherwise  to  detain  and  pre- 
sent them  to  the  justlce-alrs.  And  in  case  the 
said  masters  do  not  apprehend  them,  by  reason 
of  their  being  fugitive,  or  latent,  that  after 
the  said  diets  they  remove  them,  their  wives, 
bairiiK,  and  servants  off  their  ground,  under  the 
certifications  contained  in  the  acta  of  parliament. 
And  the  clerks  of  the  justice-court,  are  hereby 
ordained  to  go  before  the  said  diets,  in  due 
time,  and  take  up  a  porteoua  roll  of  the  iiamai 
and  desigiuitious  of  the  said  rebels,  already 
known  and  containe<l  in  our  proclamation,  or 
that  shall  be  delated  upon  oath  to  have  been  in 
the  rebellion,  «ir  to  have  harboured  the  rebels 
before  enacting  themselves  ^as  said  is)  or  the 
murderers  of  the  late  archbishop  of  8t  An- 
drewB,  or  have  been  at  fields-con  ventides  ainee 
our  last  proclamation  of  the  twenty-ninth  of 
June  last,  or  that  since  the  said  day  have 
threatened,  abused,  or  robbed  the  orthodox 
clergy,  and  that  they  cause  cite  the  persons 
guilty  of  the  said  crimen,  to  the  said  justice- 
uirs,  and  that  they  take  information  upon  oath, 
of  the  lands,  sums,  and  moveables  belonging  to 
the  rebels,  and  that  they  cause  arrest  the  rents 
of  their  lands,  sums,  and  moveables,  and  put  tbe 
moveables  upon  inventar  and  bond  iu  the  ms- 
tody  of  their  masters  ;  and  in  case  their  mastera 
refuse,  in  the  custotly  of  some  other  sufficient 
person,  to  be  made  forthcoming  in  case  they 
shall  be  condemned  guilty  of  tbe  said  rebellion, 
and  that  they  r«rturn  an  exact  account  thereof, 
and  of  their  diligence*  to  our  council  at  their 
next  diet,  being  the  eighteenth  day  of  September 
next.  And  we,  with  udvice  foresaid,  do  here- 
by require  the  said  commissioners  of  oor  Jus- 
ticiary, to  proceed  gainst  auch  of  the  said  mur- 
derers as  were  in  the  rebellion  (though  in  ab- 
sence) and  that  it  be  a  |>art  of  their  sentence, 
to  be  hanged  in  eifigle.  In  all  tbe  ahires  of  Scot- 
land, that  they  may  be  more  easily  discovered  and 
apprehended,  that  none  be  deceived  in  harbour- 
ing of  them,  or  communing  with  them,  under 
false  names  and  designations.  And  for  the 
encoun^ement  of  any  i>erson  or  persons  to  ap- 
prehendthe  said  murderers,  we  do  hereby  give 
assurance  to  any  who  shaU  apprehend  them, 
and  present  them  to  our  council,  dead  or  alive, 
or  shall  so  discover  them,  as  that  thereby  they 
be  apprehended,  they  sliall  be  indemnified,  and 
rewarded  in  tbe  sum  of  ten  thousand  merks 
Scots  money ;  and  in  case  of  the  concourse  of 
more  persons,  by  discovering,  or  Joining  in  the 
apprehending  of  them,  the  said  sum  shall  be  di- 
vided amongst  them;  and  in  case  any  of  the 
said  murderers  be  apprehended  and  taken,  or 
discovered,  so  that  thereby  they  may  be  taicen 
by  any  persona  excepted  in  our  acts  of  indemnity, 
they  shall  also  be  indemnified  (notwithstanding 
they  fall  within  the  exception)  and  a  pardon 
shall  be  passed  for  them  under  our  great  seal ; 
and  in  case  Ihey  appreWwd  3oYix\  uv^^out  ^\ 
Klnloch,  and  DH\\d   HacVatoiv  «^  Id^^xW^ 
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beeu  at^  or  accessory  to  tbc  riaiii^ 
^^^^*  at  Bothwell,  and  the  murder  of  the 
primate,  who  arc  coupled  with  the  Both- 
well  people,  to  render  tliem  more  odious, 
fure  to  be  prosecuted  with  the  utmost 
rig^our  of  law. 

In  order  to  the  harassing  the  west  and 
south  of  Scotland,  the  commissioners  of 
the  justiciary  are  required  to  divide  them- 
selves into  two  justice-airs,  or  circuit  courts, 
the  one  to  sit  at  Stirling  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, at  Glasgow  the  8th,  at  Ayr  the  15th, 
and  at  Dumfries  the  22d,  the  other  is  to 
meet  at  Cowpar  of  Fife  the  1st  of  Octo- 
ber, at  Edinbui^h  the  St\  at  Jedburgh  the 
iltih,  citations  are  appointed  to  be  timc- 
ously  issued  out  against  such  as  were  to 
compear,  containing  a  particular  descrip- 
tion of  the  murderers  of  the  archbishop. 
I  question  very  much  if  they  were  able  to 
give  such  a  description  of  them  as  they 
promise.    All  suppliers,    intercommuners. 


dead  or  alWe,  thry  shall  not  only  have  their  par- 
don, but  also  the  reward  aforesaid.  Our  will 
is  herefore,  and  we  charge  you  straitly,  and  com- 
mand that  incontinent,  these  our  letters  seen,  ye 
pass  to  the  market-cross  of  Edinburgh,  as  aim 
to  the  market-crosses  of  the  head  burghs  of  the 
sherifTdoms,  Haddington,  Linlithgow,  Perth, 
lioxbargh,  Selkirk,  Berwick,  Peebles,  Dum- 
fries, Stirling,  Dumbarton,  Clackmannan,  Lan- 
ark, ilenfrew,  Ayr,  Wigton,  Fife,  stewartry  of 
Kirkcudbright,  and  other  places  needful,  and 
there  by  open  proclamation,  make  publication  of 
the  said  circuit-courts  to  all  our  lieges  and  sub* 
jects,  wherethrough  none  pretend  Ignorance  of 
the  same,  that  the  said  circuit-courts  are  to  be 
holden  upon  the  dajrs,  and  at  the  burghs  and 
places  respective  abovewritten ;  and  that  ye  com- 
mand and  charge  all  dukes,  marquisses,  arch- 
bishops, earls,  lords  spiritual  and  temporal, 
barons,  and  others  of  our  freeholders,  who  hold 
lands  of  us  in  chief,  and  owe  suit  and  presence 
within  the  several  bonds,  shires,  and  precincts 
belonging  to  the  said  respective  circuit-courts, 
to  compear  before  the  said  commissioners,  at 
the  sala  courts,  upon,  and  at  the  days  and 
places  foresaid,  with  continuation  of  da>ni,  to 
do  whatever  in  law  is  incumbent,  and  ought 
to  be  done  by  them  in  that  behalf :  as  also  that 
ye  command  all  and  sundry  the  said  dukes, 
marquisses,  earls,  lords  spiritual  and  temporal, 
%i  aJso  lords  of  regalities,  Stewarts,  barons, 
sheriffs,  Justices  of  peace,  bailies,  chamberlainn, 
magistrates  and  ministers  of  our  laws,  and  all 
subordinate  Judges  within  our  sherttfdoms  above- 
written,  ana  whole  lieges  of  the  9ame,  that  they, 
and  every  one  of  them,  ||ive  all  due  respect  to 
our  oommissionera  and  justices  foresaid,  and 
such  npecifU  assistance  as  to  their  offices  and  duty 
appertains,  and  as  is  incumbent  to  them  by  the 
lanv  and  art»  of  p«rJiament  of  this  our  an- 
cient  kingdom,  aa  tbey,  and  every  one  of  thorn 


or  oorretponden  with  the  said  rebels  and 
murderers,  are  to  be  prosecuted  with  all 
rigour  as  accessory  to  the  rebellion  and 
murder :  here  is  huge  room  to  the  lordi 
of  the  circuit  to  attack  multitudes.  They 
are  expressly  required  to  proceed  in  ab- 
sence, which,  if  it  be  meant  to  forfeiture^ 
was  what  once  in  a  day  would  have  been 
reckoned  illegal,  and  to  bum  in  effigy  the 
principal  persons  concerned.  The  heriton 
and  masters  of  the  land  where  the  rebdt 
live,  are  empowered  to  apprehend,  and  re* 
quired  to  present  them  to  the  circuit,  and 
imprison  them  tiU  then.  The  neglect  of 
this  was  matter  of  sore  persecution  to  many 
loyal  and  religious  gentlemen,  and  othen, 
who  had  no  mind  to  be  actively  concerned 
in  the  severities  of  this  time;  and  if  they 
be  latent  or  fugitive^  they  are  required  to 
remove  their  wives,  bairns,  and  servants 
off  their  ground.  This  was  hard  with  a 
witness,  for  the  alleged  rebeilicm   of  the 


i  will  answer  upon  the  contrary,  and  under  all 
highest  pain  and  charge  that  af^r  may  follow. 
And  partlcnlarly  that  ye  oommand  our  aheriflfs, 
that  they  cause  sufficient  and  legal  nen  com- 
pear before  our  said  commissioners  at  the  fore- 
said diets,  and  such  diets  and  places  as  the  said 
commissioners  shall  appoint  for  assises  and  wit- 
nesses, as  they  shall  be  cited  to  that  effect.  As 
also,  that  the  said  sheriflPs  and  freeholdera  with- 
in the  said  shires  and  bounds,  meet  our  aaid  jus' 
tices,  at  their  entry  into  the  same,  and  convoy 
them  into  the  same,  and  accompanv  them  during 
their  remaining  there,  ay  and  while  they  be  re- 
ceived by  our  next  sheriff  and  his  depute*,  into 
the  next  shire.  And  we  ordain  these  presents 
to  be  printed.  Given  under  our  signet  at  Edin- 
burgh, the  fourteenth  day  of  August,  167!^  and 
of  our  reign  the  thirty-first  year. 

A  LEI.  GiBsoK,  CV.  »ccr.  ConcOii, 

Follow  th€  names  of  them  ajmomted  to  take  bond 
from  the  rebels,  in  Uie  fevered  shiresjollowing,  vii. 


F«r  the  $hirt«f 

Ediobiirgh, 

llnddinKton, 

liiilltligow, 

Perth, 

Koxborgh, 

Selkirk, 

Ijuisrk, 

Domfrios, 

Ayr, 

IlumbartAii, 

Fife  and  Kinross, 

\Vigtmi, 

Stewartry  of  Kirk. 

codbright, 
Peebles, 
Stirling, 
1{enliri>w, 
Berwick, 


llie  lord  Collingtofl, 
I'he  earl  of  WTntou, 
The  earl  of  Linlithgow, 
Till'  marquis  of  Moulrose, 
The  esri  of  Roxburgh, 
llie  laird  of  Ua>  nioff. 
The  earl  of  CHruwsth, 
The  earl  of  Uuoeutberry, 
TTie  earl  of  Oleiiraim, 
The  cari  of  Wilton, 
The  lord  Chancellor, 
The  laird  of  Burghton, 

I  llie  earl  of  Nithsdalo, 

Sir  William  Murrsy  of  Stenbopa, 
I'he  earl  of  Mar, 
llie  l«»rd  lOiM. 
The  earl  of  Hume. 


\ 


God  axvE  the  xikc. 
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hetd  to  make  the  wliole  fnorily  to  raffer, 
ind  |yn>Ted  matter  of  moeh  aore  and  hea^y 
braabletomany]ioorftmiliea.  The  clerks  of 
the  eonrt  ate  ordered  tfaneonriytogo  before, 
nd  take  np  Porteo«a-roUi  of  the  designa- 
lioiia  of  the  rebela  uusied  in  the  prodama- 
km  June  f6th,  er  that  ahall  be  deUted 
D^MMi  oath  to  hare  heea  in  the  rebellion, 
Br  harboured  rebels,  or  murdered  the  arch- 
Mshop,  or  have  been  at  field-«onventieleB, 
■r  fanTo  threatened,  robbed,  or  abused  the 
sithodox  clergy :  these  are  good  large  snb- 
|erts  for  then-  roUs.  All  those  are  to  be 
sited,  and  inibnnatioiis  taken  npon  oath  of 
the  ¥8100  of  their  lands,  noTcables,  and 
whait  bonds  they  had;  accounts  whereof 
ire  to  be  laid  before  the  coandl,  September 
I8U1.  A  reward  of  ten  thousand  merks  is 
sffered  to  such  who  bring  in  any  of  the 
■mJefeiB  of  the  primate,  dead  or  alive,  to 
Hie  council :  and  even  the  persons  express- 
ly excepted  in  the  indemnity  shall  be  in- 
demnified, and  haye  the  reward,  if  they 
csB  apprehend  John  Balfour  of  Kinloch, 
ind  David  Hackston  of  HathUlet,  dead  or 
ifirei  And,  for  the  greater  solemnity,  all 
dukes,  marquisses,  archbishops,  earls,  lords, 
iphritaal  and  temporal,  barons  and  freehold- 
Bia,  wre  charged  to  attend,  and  give  respect 
md  concurrence,  as  law  requn*c8,  and  as* 
nies  and  witnesses  are  to  be  got  ready. 

I  should  now  give  a  view  of  their  proce- 
dure in  those  circuits,  but  their  minutes 
ind  registers  are  not  preserved,  as  far  as  I 
can  find.  A  great  deal  of  the  severities  of 
fchia  period,  that  were  committed  at  these 
drcuiti,  are  quite  buried,  though  indeed 
i  great  branch  of  the  persecution  lay  here. 
Whether  they  kept  registers,  I  cannot  say ; 
but  the  circuit  up  and  down  the  country, 
appointed  by  the  council,  reckoned  them- 
lelves  accountable  only  to  the  council,  and 
there  are  none  of  their  proceedings  noticed 
in  the  justiciary-books ;  and  if  they  made 
any  report  to  the  council,  I  don*t  meet 
with  it  in  any  of  their  registers.  And  I 
have  from  other  papers  very  little  of  their 
procedure  this  year :  probably  the  western 
circuit  had  most  business,  since  the  peo- 
ple concerned  in  Bothwell  were,  generally 
speaking,  in  that  precinct  According  to 
the  proclamation,  the  clerks  came  before 
the  meeting' of  th0  cimiitft;  and  thev,  or 


persons  deputed  by  them,  went 
through  every  parish  in  the  precinct  ^^*^^' 
of  the  court,  and  took  up  informations. 
The  sheriffs  and  justices  of  the  peace 
had  been  at  great  pains  to  prepare  matters 
for  these  clerks  and  their  assistants,  by 
finding  out  persons  proper  to  be  n-itnesses 
against  such  who  had  been  in  the  rising  in 
each  parish,  snd  procuring  informations 
where  they  dwelt,  what  lands,  heritogOH, 
goods  and  gear  they  had;  yea,  so  great 
was  the  pains  taken  in  every  parish,  that, 
in  most  places,  it  ^-as  observed,  they  missed 
few  or  none,  dead  or  living,  who  had  been 
there ;  and  a  great  many  were  insert,  who 
had  not  been  there.  The  curates,  in  such 
places  where  they  were,  laid  ont  themselves 
to  the  utmost  to  get  informaJons,  and  wore 
very  diligent  this  way,  and  helpful  to  these 
concerned. 

Some  difficulties,  arising  about  the  clerks^ 
procedure,  being  represented  to  the  coun- 
cil, I  find  what  follows  in  the  registers 
agreed  to,  August  26th.  **  The  lords  of  his 
majesty's  privy  council  having  it  represent- 
ed, that,  by  the  late  proclamation  for  cir- 
cuits, the  clerks  of  the  court  are  appointed 
to  take  information,  upon  oath,  of  the 
lands,  sums  of  money,  and  moveables  be- 
longing to  those  who  ware  in  the  late  re- 
bellion, and  to  cause  arrest  the  rents  of 
their  lands  belonging  to  them,  and  put 
their  moveables  under  inventar  and  bond, 
in  the  hands  of  their  masters,  and,  in  case 
their  masters  refuse,  in  the  hand  of  some 
other  sufficient  person,  to  be  made  forth- 
coming in  case  they  shall  be  condemned  as 
guilty  of  the  said  rebellion ;  and,  desiring 
to  know  what  course  shall  be  taken,  in  case 
the  persons,  to  whom  the  custody  and  se- 
questration of  those  goods  shall  be  offered, 
refuse  to  take  them,  the  lords,  in  the  case 
foresaid,  do  order  the  sheriff'-principal  to 
secure  these  goods  to  be  forthcoming,  and 
give  receipts  to  the  clerk."  From  these  in- 
formations the  Porteous-rolls  were  framed. 
These  rolls  were  filled  with  persons  of  all 
sorts  who  had  any  substance,  without  much 
regard  to  their  being  at  Bothwell  or  not  ' 
Any  envious  neighbour,  base  prodigal,  or 
bankrupt,  in  or  out  of  the  army,  or  the 
ill  natured  clergy^  would  iuforuL  a^u&t 
the  moat  innocent,  aa,  uvoik  iwrna  i^vvXKns* 
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or  other,  aocetsory  to  the  rinng ;  and 
that  was  ground  enough  to  put  hhn 
,  into  the  Porteous-roUs :  and  when  onoe  in, 
'  the  ooretoos  donators  oUiged  them  to  com- 
pound with  them  for  their  moTeabiee,  or 
•eixed  them,  even  before  any  indictment  or 
sentence.  It  was  but  few  at  tiiat  time  who 
were  willing  to  haye  their  names  brought 
in  open  court,  if  they  could  by  any  means 
help  it ;  for  people,  who  found  themselves 
fiUsely  informed  against,  feared,  that,  if 
they  compeared  and  pleaded  their  inno- 
cence, they  would  likewise  be  fiUsely  sworn 
against,  by  idle  fellows  who  stuck  at  no- 
thing, and  unjustly  eondemned,  or  some- 
what or  other  vexatious  propounded  to 
them.  It  would  indeed  be  endless  here  to 
give  instances  of  malversations  and  op- 
pressions, contrary  even  to  their  own  law, 
at  this  time  ;  nor  is  it  possible  to  give  ac- 
count of  the  vast  sums  of  money  paid,  by 
bribes  to  clerks,  to  prevent  being  put  into 
the  rolls,  or  to  get  themselves  dashed  out 
of  them,  at  and  before  this  and  the  foUow- 
ing  circuits. 

I  find,  by  some  papers  relative  to  this 
year,  that,  generally  speaking,  the  witnesses 
were  sixteen  in  every  landward  parish,  and 
twenty-four  in  every  pari»h  where  there 
was  a  bmigh  royal  or  of  barony.  These 
witnesses,  prepared  in  every  parish,  were 
cited  in  before  the  clerks  and  their  assist- 
ants, to  Glasgow,  Ajrr,  Wigton  and  Dum- 
fries, under  the  pain  of  forty  pounds  Scots. 
When  the  witnesses  came  in,  they  wore  put 
to  declare  who  iu  their  parish  had  been  at 
Bothwell,  or  had  been  harbourcrs  of  any 
who  were  there  ;  and  all  tlioy  named  were 
put  into  tlie  rolls.  I  see  it  remarked  at 
WigtoD,  that  those  declarations  were  not 
made  upon  Ocith,  but  were  only  simple 
informations  that  they  liad  heard  so  and 
so ;  and  I  jealouse  it  was  so  in  other 
places.  Aud  though  the  proclamation  does 
indeed  require  information  to  be  given  upon 
oath,  yet  the  nature  of  the  thiog  malces 
it  pbiin,  the  witucHses  could  for  most  part 
only  declare  upon  hearsay  ;  aud  upon  this 
did  the  persecutions  run,  aud  great  numbers 
of  innocents  were  informed  against. 

Next,  the  clerks    with   their   assistants 

formed  their  iudirtments,  with  the  libts  of 

Iwo  or  three  of  the  witnesses  they   de- 


pended mott  vpoo,  and  iaoed  fanmoiis  to 
lorty-five  assisers.  The  reader  will  easily 
observe,  without  my  help,  what  a  vast 
trouble  and  expense  these  cireiiita  wen  to 
the  country,  already  harasied  with  the 
army.  The  pannds  were  indicted  of  beug 
aceesBory  to  the  murder  of  the  archbishop 
of  8t  Andrews,  or  being  at  Dmmclog,  re- 
sisting the  king^s  forces,  or  being  at  the 
rebellion  at  BothweU-bridge  and  HamiHoa- 
muir,  June  22d,  or  being  at  field-oonrentides, 
&c  The  witnesses  and  assisen  were  simi- 
moned  to  compear  before  the  lords  of  the 
drcuit,  at  the  days  and  places  respectire, 
named  in  the  proclamation,  under  the  pen- 
alty of  one  hundred  pounds  Scots,  and  the 
peraons  indicted,  were  by  their  indictment 
charged  to  compear  nnder  the  pain  of  re- 
bellion, and  clear  themselves  of  those 
things  laid  to  their  chaige,  or  hear  them- 
selves condemned,  as  law  aoeords.  At 
the  days  named  in  the  proclamation,  the 
justiciars,  or  lords  of  the  drouit,  came  to 
the  places  respectively  mentioned  :  a 
mighty  parade  was  made  in  meeting  them 
upon  the  borders  of  every  shfare,  accom- 
panying them  to  the  place  of  meeting,  and 
convoying  them  after  the  court  was  over 
to  the  next  shire,  and  the  country  put  to  a 
great  deal  of  charges  this  way. 

I  have  very  few  accounts  of  particahr 
persons  processed  before  these  drcoits  this 
year,  but  what  will  come  in  afterwards, 
when  what  was  now  begun  against  gentle- 
men and  others  was  carried  a  greater 
lengtlu  Therefore  I  shall  only  in  the  gen- 
eral take  notice,  that  at.  OUsgow,  Ayr, 
and  Dumfries,  the  lords  had  great  numbers 
before  them.  Such  who  compeared  not, 
being  heritors,  and  confessed  their  bein^ 
at  Bothwell,  had  the  bond  offered  to 
them. 

I  find  the  council,  September  19th,  write 
up  to  Lauderdale  for  liberty  to  the  justices 
to  offer  the  bond;  which,  by  a  letter  from 
the  king  November  1st,  is  granted,  when 
legal  excuses  are  advanced  for  their  not 
appearing  formerly  when  the  bond  was  in 
their  offer.  In  the  same  letter  his  majesty 
declares  himself  satisfied  with  the  pru- 
dence and  moderation  the  earl  of  Ar- 
gyle  has  showu  in  his  procedure  with  the 
\  M&c\fiau%\  aii<i  WuX  \v«  ^jiAdl  Vft\X  Vdmaelf 
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^|l9  fligiMd  this  boad  wen  libealci*  but  I 
iff-  pot.Umr  ttel  vany  took  it  Those 
ir]^,  oqmptireA  and  diniodi  tiieir  indiot- 
wneatt^  wiiwiinjpruoiiod  until  they  found 
fociurity  to  anmur  at  Edinbiugh,  and  aa- 
pnr  to  the  thiiv*  l^id  to  their  chai|pe: 
liuil  iono  did|  and  were  pot  to  a  great  deal 
■f  trooUe  thereby;  howeyer  at  imaeut 
tfatf  were  diamiawd  andaUoved  to  go  home. 
And  nil  who  did  not  compear,  were  de- 
clarad  fngitivoi^  and  denounoed  rebels. 
Verf  Stw  hflrium  Tentured  to  appear. 
Ho  ahaent  hcriton  were  denoonoed,  and 
at  food  many  of  theni  within  a  little  for- 
liilod*  Noblemen,  gentlemen,  aoldien, 
ipd  nuih  who  were  most  active  in  the  ar- 
hilBBxy .  menuiM  of  thia  time^  very  aoon 
fncand  gifts  of  the  bunds  of  the  heritors, 
itiTI*  '"^*«fc  of  them  possessed  them  until  the 
fevolutioii.  They  or  others  got  a  right 
lo  tho.moveaUea  of  tenantu^  and  those 
who.  had  no  heritage;  and  the  aoldien 


UstofforfeitedpeffMins  in  this  period, 
from  the  act  of  parliament  after  the 
revolatioa  rescinding  them*  This  year 
July  18th  the  council  grant  oommiwion  to 
prosecute  a  forfeiture  against  Alexander 
Hamilton  of  Kinkel ;  and  the  same  day 
being  informed,  that  John  Cunningham  of 
Bediand,  formerly  forfeited  for  accession 
to  Pentland,  was  at  Bothwell,  they  order 
him  and  his  cautionerB  to  be  cited.  We 
shall  meet  with  him  afterwards.  I  know 
not  a  more  proper  place  to  bring  in  an 
abstract  of  Kinkers  sufferings  than  here, 
when  he  b  seiaed  after  Bothwell,  from  an 
attested  narrative  sent  me  by  his  worthy 
rektionsL  He  underwent  a  continued 
tract  of  trouble,  almost  since  the  rsstonir 
tion.  When  preibyterian  ministers  were 
forced  from  their  charges,  his  house  was  a 
shelter  to  many  of  them  in  their  wanderings. 
There  they  preached,  and  none  were  ex- 
cluded who  came  to  hear  them.  This  being 
almost  under  the  primate's  eye,  it  drew 


csma  and  spoiled  their  houses,  goods  and  !  down  his  indignation  upon  Kinkel,  who 
and  made  n  terrible  havoc^  seising  |  was  cited  to  appear  at  his  courts,  but  he 

declined.  The  bishop  went  the  length  to 
canse  cite  him  out  of  pulpit,  in  order  to 
excommunication.  The  people  of  St  An- 
drews, when  they  heard  a  person  of  Kin- 
kel's  piety  and  character,  cited  out  of  pul- 
pit, merely  for  his  conscientious  noncon- 
formity, to  evidence  their  detestation  of 
such  methods^  generally  went  out  of  the 
church.  When  the  bishop  saw  his  excom- 
munication would  be  despised,  he  procured 
him  to  be  intercommuned,  which  forced 
him  to  quit  his  house,  and  undergo  innmn- 
erable  hardships ;  and  in  a  littie  time  a  gar- 
rison was  sent  to  the  house  of  Kinkel,  who 
turned  out  his  lady  and  family,  when  the 
lady  Kinkel  was  very  near  to  be  delivered, 
and  scarce  could  she  find  a  house  that  would 
receive  her,  her  husband  being  denounced. 


this  i^ooda  and  poaMSsions  of  their 
ap4  JPnlations»  as  bong  alleged  intromitters 
ifidi  wha*  bdonged  to  the  rebels.  Thus 
darinf  the  l(dk>wiqg  years,  there  was  a 
general  derastatioii  of  all  tiiat  bdonged  to 
m/j  who  complied  not  in  every  point  with 
Ab  cowme  of  the  times. 
:  J  pnmiiaed  in  the  next  room,  to  give 
aeaaa  aoooont  of  tiie  forfoitnres  passed  upon 
pwoni  wha  had  been,  or  were  alleged  to 
fcavo  been  at  this  rising  at  Bothw^  It 
was  knt  afow  who  had  this  sentence  passed 
Ifgainsttliem  that  year;  and  therefore  I  shall 
SMmIii  delay  my  accounta  of  this  to  the  foU 
lowing  yean.  The  reaaon  why  their  trials 
in  acder  to  forfoiture  were  delayed,  was  not 
want  of  inclination  in  the  managers  to  be 
fingiiing  the  estates ;  for  we  see  heritors 


directly  excepted  out  of  the  indemnity, ;  The  garrison  continued  in  the  house  several 


'weeks  and  destroyed  most  of  the  plenish- 
ing, damaged  the  house,  and  eat  up  the 
provision  in  it    Captain  Carstairs,  of  whom 
tha  rising,  or  the  court  was  not  fully  de-  j  before,  had  particular  orden  about  Kinkel, 


and  were  in  the  eye  of  a  good  many  very 
amiy ;  bat  either  they  for  some  time  want- 
«d  ftitt  mibnnation  of  persons  concerned  in 


temiBed  as  to  the  utmost  of  those  severe 
coQwes^  till  towards  tiie  end  of  this  year, 
or  the  managers  could  not  agree  among 
tkaMwlviw  abont  the  dividiiy  the  spoil 
JjAm4  en  lead  tbig  work,  insert  the 

iiL 


and,  after  fluent  searches  for  him,  one 
day   attacked  him,  and   killed  his  horse 
under  him.     All  this  time  his  family  was 
in  great   diAcnlties.     Kttoc  ^SMOdWfS^XsA 
was   Uken,  and  t\ie    «A^«c%  ^*t%  ^%n 
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mde  to  him,  bound  bim  with  conb^ 
*^^*  and  carried  him  to  Edinburg:b,  where 
he  continaed  in  prison  about  eighteen 
monihs.  His  fiunily  was  then  obliged  to 
come  and  live  at  Edinbun^h,  where  they 
were  at  vast  charges,  and  a  great  deal  of 
money  was  given  to  keep  off  what  was  daily 
ahnost  threatened  upon  him  in  order  to 
draw  money  from  them.  It  stood  yet  more 
money  to  obtain  some  &YOur  to  him  at 
London.  Upon  this  he  was  liberate,  upon 
condition  that  he  should  appear  at  the  cir- 
cuit, or  where  called,  under  the  pain  of 
twenty  thousand  merks.  He  was  ft^ueut- 
ly  caQed  upon  to  extort  money  from  him, 
and  gave  rtst  sums  to  the  advocate  and 
others.  Thus,  though  he  escaped  forfei- 
ture, his  estate  was  mined.  At  the  Kberty 
he  came  back  to  his  house  of  Kinkel,  after 
thirteen  yean*  banishment  fr^m  it,  and  set 
up  a  meeting-house.  This  soon  brought 
him  to  new  trouble ;  and  by  the  then  pri- 
mate Rom  his  procurement,  a  party  of  sol- 
diers came  and  carried  him  and  Mr  Orrock, 
who  preached  with  him,  to  Edinbui^, 
contrary  to  the  king's  dednration  of  liberty. 
In  a  little  time  they  were  both  liberate. 
Great  were  the  hardships  he  underwent  in 
this  long  course  of  sufferings,  too  long  here 
to  be  insert 

There  are  no  other  processes  before  the 
justiciary  this  year,  of  a  public  nature,  save 
one  relative  to  the  primate's  murderers, 
M'hich  is  deserted.  November  10th, ''John 
Brown  of  Drurosarhan,  James  Clow  in  Bal- 
lock,  John  Stevenson  in  Waterside,  indicted 
for  harbouring,  assisting,  and  supplying 
John  Balfour  of  Rinloch,  David  Hackston 
of  Rathillet,  Geoi^e  Balfour  in  Gibitoun, 
James  Kussel  in  Kettle,  Robert  Dingwal  a 
tenant  in  Caddam,  Andrew  Guillan  webster 
in  Balmerinocb,  Andrew  and  Alexander 
Hendersons,  sons  to  John  Henderson  in 
Kilbrachmont,  and  George  Fleming,  sou  to 
George  Fleming  in  Balbnthie,  murderers  of 
James  archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  upon  one 
of  the  da}'s  of  May  last,  in  manner  contained 
in  the  indictment,  given  at  the  justice-ayr 
lately  holden  at  Stirling  in  October  last 
The  lords  desert  the  diet  for  several  causes." 
Eight  other  persons  are  pannelled  upon  the 
same  score,  and  no  probation  being  offered, 
they  are  ditunimted. 


I  shall  end  this  section  with  a  short  bint 
at  another  method  taken  at  this  time,  which 
was  yet  more  afflictive  to  the  country,  be- 
cause it  was  more  generaL  The  king  and 
council  gave  gifts  of  the  moveables  of  socb 
who  had  been  at  Bothwell,  to  whom  thej 
pleased ;  and  in  the  uplifting  of  them,  these 
donators  extended  their  spulies  to  all  such 
as  they  pretended  were  any  way  concerned 
in,  connived  at,  or  had  harboured  and  reset 
those  who  had  been  at  Bothwell.  Under 
the  notion  of  uplifting  moveables,  fearful 
and  general  ravages  were  made  upon  pa- 
rishes, and  prodigious  sums  were  exacted 
generally  by  military  force.  The  eari  of 
j  Glencaim  had  the  gift  of  the  moveables  of 
I  the  parish  of  East  Monkland  in  the  shire  of 
I  Lanark ;  and  a  party  of  soldiers  came  there 
I  unth  powers,  as  they  said,  from  him,  and 
robbed  and  spoiled  all  who  were  not  ex- 
actly conformists  to  prelacy,  whether  they 
were  concerned  in  Bothwell  or  not  Great 
were  the  insolencies  exercised  in  that  pa- 
rish :  to  that  height  came  they,  that  duke 
Hamilton  interposed,  and  procured  an  order 
from  coundl  to  withdraw  tboee  forces. 
Edmonston  of  Broich  had  the  parish  of 
Straitoun,  in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  given  him, 
to  uplift  the  moveables  of  such  there  who 
were  concerned  in  Bothwell.  Through  the 
most  parts  of  the  parish,  the  soldiers  in 
their  march  southward,  as  we  heard,  had 
perfectly  spoiled  the  houses  of  such  as  they 
alleged  were  guilty ;  yet  this  new  commis- 
sion is  granted  for  their  moveables.  Thus 
double,  and  sometimes  oftener,  punishment 
is  inflicted  for  one  fault  From  that  one 
parish  Broich  at  this  time  exacted  upwards 
of  two  hundred  pounds  sterling,  besides 
much  more  loss  which  cannot  now  be  com- 
puted. Few  parishes  in  the  west  and  south 
escaped  this  violent  oppression;  and  one 
person  would  have  had  several  parishes  in 
gift ;  as  the  two  jnst  now  named,  and  many 
others  had.  And  if  the  persona  who  had 
these  gifts  could  not  narrowly  enough  look 
to  them  by  themselves,  they  ordinarily  aa- 
signed  them  to  others,  who  carefully  looked 
after  them.  In  short,  the  donators  and  their 
assignees  were,  generally  speaking,  the  moat 
severe  persons  in  the  country,  and  aqucesed 
poor  persons  and  fiimilies  moat  nnaccouii' 
taUy. 
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Thns  I  kam  gifwi  m  dittiiiot  an  aoooimt 
m  ny  matomli  aUoir  me,  of  the  oonse- 
qQentB  of  this  rinng  at  BoChwelL  8orer 
tmnhiw  are  yet  before  u.  But  I  oome  to 
€mi  this  ehapter  and  year  with, 

8BCT.  y. 

Of  ike  wtaiU  of  pn^ifUritma  who  had  not 
keen  ameemed  m  BaAwett,  their  third 
imdulpenee,  the  debatee  betwixt  duke. 
HamdUm  amd  LamderdaU,  ami  some 
ciker  tkmge  thie  jfear, 

UiTBERTo,  in  giTing  the  kiatory  of  this  re* 
maikable  year,  I  hare  all  along  kept  mine 
eye  entirely  almost  upon  the  business  of 
Bothwelly  and  passed  by  some  very  con* 
sideraUe  matters,  which,  had  it  not  been  to 
preTent  the  breaking  of  that  story,  should 
haw  oome  in  above  at  their  proper  dates. 
These  I  come  now  to  take  in  all  together 
in  thia  section.  I  begin  with  the  state  of 
presbyterian  ministers  and  others  this  year, 
not  directly  concerned  in  the  rising.  Upon 
the  first  chapter  we  heard  of  their  meeting 
with  no  small  trouble  about  conventicles  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year ;  and  how  much 
it  waa  their  endeaTOur  to  get  the  heights 
of  some  concerned  in  Bothwell  rising  mo- 
derated. When  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
came  down,  the  presbyterian  ministers  in 
and  about  Edinbuigh  had  notice  from  Lon- 
dol^  that  he  would  not  refuse  an  applica- 
tion from  them.  This  I  gather  from  a 
letter  just  now  before  me,  £rom  a  person  of 
quality  at  London,  to  a  minister  at  Edin- 
bui|fh,  which  I  here  insert 

Londoo,  June  18th,  I679l 

**  I  have  given  W.  a  short  hint  of 
my  Mcpeofcstions  here.  I  told  the  duke  of 
lioBflMuth  I  would  write  to  yon,  that  some 
of  your  persuasion  should  come  and  wait 
upon  him,  and  give  him  an  account  of  your 
peaceaUo  inclinations.  I  have  encourage- 
ment Iran  him  to  invite  you  and  some  of 
yonr  mmiber  from  all  places  to  address 
yooBselves  to  him,  he  will  take  it  kindly ; 
and  by  it  I  am  confident  you  will  much 
engage  him  to  be  your  friend :  wherefore, 
let  me  intrea^  jrou,  Mad  ell  your  brethren,  i 


not  to  omit  ao  great  an  occasiosi  of 
advantage  to  your  aflairs.  My  hro- 
ther  will  be  with  him,  and  he  will  introduce 
yon  to  him:  or,  if  you  miss  my  brother, 
the  lord  Melvil  will  be  always  with  him, 
who  is  very  friendly  to  your  interest 
There  shall  be  nothing  left  undone  here 
that  may  advance  the  interest  of  all  hon- 
est peaceable  men."    FarewelL 

When  the  duke  returned  frt>m  the  west 
country  to  Edinburgh,  he  staid  but  a  few 
dajTs:  and  I  can  give  no  particular  account 
of  the  application  made  to  him  by  presby- 
terians.  Only  in  the  general,  I  know  he 
was  once  and  again  waited  upon  by  some 
presbyterian  gentlemen  and  ministers,  and 
earnestly  dealt  m'ith  to  use  his  interest 
with  his  mi^esty,  that  a  full  and  undogged 
liberty  might  be  granted  to  presbyterians. 
A  copy  of  a  petition  to  him  I  have  before 
me,  which,  for  any  thing  I  know,  is  a 
draught  of  that  which  was  delivered  to  him 
at  Edinburgh,  by  several  ministers  and 
othen  there;  and  I  insert  it  below.*     It 


*  SujipiicaliiM  of  ike  jtreab^leriaHi  to  tke  duke  of 

MonnunUh^  1679. 
As  we  cannot  but,  In  all  bumble  and  grateful 
sense  of  his  mijesty*s  grace  and  clemeocy,  ac- 
knowledge God's  goodness  to  the  poor  distressed 
people  or  this  kingdom  and  church,  that  he  has 
put  in  his  malcatj'a  royal  heart  to  Invest  and 
authorize  a  prince  of  your  grace's  excellent  wis- 
dom, heroic  valour,  gracious  moderation,  and 
sincere  affection  to  the  true  protestant  rellgioo, 
with  power  to  express  and  exercise  his  gracious 
royal  condescensions  of  favour  to  his  suffierlng 
and  much  afflicted  subjects  here:  so  next  to 
his  gracious  majesty,  whose  goodness  and  cle- 
mency we  most  thankfully  acknowledge  in  all 
the  favours  conferred  by  your  grace,  we  Judge 
ourselves  much  obliged,  with  all  dutiful  thank- 
fulness, to  testify  our  great  and  deep  sense  of 
the  gracious  favours  your  grace  has  already 
manifested  In  your  excellent  moderation,  by  the 
tender  of  bis  mi^esty'a  gracious  eoncessiona  for 
peace,  as  also  your  tender  compassion  to  that 
pitiful  broken  company,  In  hindering  the  elfusion 
of  much  Christian  Mood,  which  some  others 
were  much  thirsting  after,  which  shows  much 
goodness  joined  with  your  greatness,  a  ronjuno- 
tlon  of  excellencies  which  is  very  rare  in  persons 
of  power,  and  yet  where  it  Is,  makes  Uiem  moet 
like  to  God,  who,  when  he  hath  power  to  de- 
stroy, yet  Is  merciful  and  ready  to  pity  and  for- 
give; and  does  tnilv  entitle  your  grace  to  that 
noble  and  heroic  etuoffv,  which  Darius  when 
conquered  gave  to  Alexander,  that  be  waa 
moot  valiant  In  the  flght,  and  moderate  and 
merclfol  in  the  victory :  whereaa  U  ia  Qontrax^ 
with  men  of  baser  sp\T\ts.  TVicw  aNniaX  «^V 
dences  of  yonr  grace*a  modexal'wu  an^^cmMiM.'^. 
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appears  to  me  to  be  a  mde  and  anfia- 
'  bbed  draught,  and  I  do  not  queation 
but  some  ezpressiona  in  it»which  seem  to  bear 
hard  upon  the  rising  at  Both  well,  m'onld  be  re> 
formed  before  it  was  gone  into  by  the  bulk 
of  presbyterians  in  and  about  Edinburgh, 
who  reckoned,  according  to  their  Bible  and 
principles,  bating  the  heats  and  heights  run 
into,  they  could  justify  that  appearance. 
But  haying  seen  no  oUier  draught,  I  haye 
set  this  down  as  containing  probably  the 
materials  gone  into.  I  find  the  duke  re> 
ceiTed  those  who  waited  upon  him  rery 
graciously,  and  was  most  civil  and  discreet 
in  his  answer,  signifying  nothing  should  be 
wanting  which  was  proper  on  hb  part 

do  encourage  us  to  lay  down  some  touebee  of 
our  ^rcat  ffrlermntxe  and  preieuret  at  your  graee** 
and  excc]Ienc7*t  ftet,  that,  through  God  ■  good 
handjjron  nay  mediate  with  his  mi^eaty  for  some 
ease  and  redrew  of  them,  moat  of  the  saddest  and 
hearlest  of  whkb  are  wholly  unknown  Co  his 
majesty.     All  nonconformist  ministers,  a  very 
few   excepted,  were   turned    out    from    their 
charges,  dweUinn,  and  livelihoods,  for  no  other 
cause  than  that  they  could  not  comply  with  pre- 
lacy, against  which*  thev  were  engaged  under  so 
many  strnng  and  high  bonds,  they  found  them- 
selves under  a  constraint  of  preaching  the  gospel 
through  an  obligation  from  their  office,  without 
the  least  disrepect  to  his  majesty's  authority  or 
laws ;  for  the  which  exercise  of  their  ministry, 
some  were  taken  and  kept  long  in  hard  and  ex- 
pensive prisons;  people  for  hearing  them,  be- 
sides Imprisonment,   pressed   with    great  and 
exorbitant  fines;  other  preachers,  without  any 
dtatiun  known  to  them,  were  denounced,  inter- 
communed,  fined,  confined,  and  bani.Hhed ;  many, 
after  long  and  grievous  Imprisonments,   sent 
away  as  slaves   to  foreign  parts,  and  to  serve 
in  the  wars  under  the   French  king.       And 
wlien  all  these  sore  pressures  were  laid   up- 
on   Protestants   for   hearing  and  preaching  of 
the  gospel,  without  any  disturbance  of  the  peace, 
there  was  a  general  connivance  at  Popish  meet- 
ings very  open  and  avotred,  without  the  least 
cJicrk  and  control.     There  being  several  times 
some  killed,  only  for  hearing  sermon,   when 
they  had  no  arms  for  their  own  defence,  and 
many  taken ;  by  the  long  continuance  of  these 
oppressions,  which  make  wise  men  mad,  some 
were  provoked  to  take  arms  to  the  fields,  only 
for  their  defence  when  they  went  to  hear ;  but 
as  we  did  not  expect  there  should  have  been 
such  a  rislnr  In  arms,  so  we  never  counted  our- 
selves bound  to  approve  the  same  as  to  any  ex- 
tremities run  to  by  some  heady  and  turbulent 
men,  though  many  simple  well-meaning  people, 
under  great  oppression,  were  drawn  In  to  join 
with  them ;  for  we  are  far  from  Jesuitic  prin- 
ciples, or  German,  Anabaptistlct  fanatic  fury, 
and  abhor  all  assassinations  and  murders  made 
by  private  persons,  acted  with  such  principles  of 
heady  violence.     Such  disorderly  practices  are 
not  to  2m9  }mpatrd  to  presbyterians  or  their  prin- 
c^/m^  mJJ  which  are  not  only  cofiaJstent  with  idl  \ 


And  when  he  went  to  court,  he  aurried  a 
petition  with  him  to  the  king.  All  I  know 
about  it  is  firom  some  passages  in  an  ori- 
ginal letter  before  me,  writ  by  a  good  hand, 
!to  Mr  John  Fife,  preacher  of  the  goq>d, 
now  prisoner  in  the  toolboth  of  Edinburgh, 
dated  July  9th,  1679.  **  This  day  my  lord 
duke  went  away.  I  saw  a  petition  he  had 
got^  and  was  to  carry  to  London  with  him: 
he  was  pleased  to  express  himself  thus  a 
little  before  his  departure.  I  think,  if  any 
place  get  fuTOur,  it  should  be  Scotland;  for 
a  gallanter  gentry  and  more  loring  people 
I  never  saw.  I  am  hopeful,  if  you  manage 
well  what  you  have^  it  will  be  made  laiger. 
I  can  assure  you,  continues  the  writer,  he 


due  lubjectlon  and  reapeet  to  authority  and 
peace,  but  also  do  religiously  tie  and  oblige 
thereto,  aooording  as  It  is  held  forth  lu  the  acrip^ 


tnrco  of  truth,  our  Confession  of  Faith,  and 
catechisms,  unto  which  we  eooatantly  adherei 
And  It  may  be  upon  good  grounds  averred,  that 
neither  the  persons  running  to  any  of  these  ex- 
tremities, nor  the  people  who  Joined  with  them, 
would  ever  have  been  so  diaorderly,  if  there  had 
been  any  allowance  of  liberty  for  preaching  and 
exercising  of  discipline  over  these  who  were  of 
the  presbyterian  wav,  aa  is  allowed  in  asms 
other  of  his  mi\Jesty  s  kingdoms:  whieh  aa  it 
can  be  no  more  inconsistent  with  prelacy  in 
Scotland  than  where  it  is  granted  ;  ao  tha«  (s 
far  stronger  reasons  for  It  from  his  maje8ty*s  in- 
terest here,  and  the  condKlon  of  his  aubjeets, 
who  have  had  It  confirmed  by  lawful  authority, 
have  been  under  ao  many  and  strong  engagf^ 
ments  to  adhere  thereunto^  and  hare  bad  so 
much  experience  of  the  good  thereof,  by  their 
long  continuing  and  mernful  enjoyment  of  tl. 
May  it  therefore  |rfease  your  grace,  out  of  the 
bowels  of  pity  and  goodness,  to  commiserate 
our  deeply  distressed  condition,  and  improve 
the  favour  you  have  with  his  majesty,  that  we 
may  yet  breathe  under  the  shadow  of  bis  gra- 
cious condescendence,  In  allowing  exemption 
from  the  grievous  pressures  we  are  ondnr,  vf 
oppressive  sentences.  Imprisonments,  and  other 
grieving  executions  of  the  law;  and  that  his 
majesty  may  grant  liberty  of  preaching  the  gos- 
pel, and  exerdse  of  church  order  and  diaclpline, 
towards  and  over  these  of  our  own  penuasion, 
which  will  not  In  the  least  be  prejudicial  to 
civil  peace,  or  his  majesty's  settled  and  quiet  go- 
vernment, but  will  be  a  mean  of  preventing 
church  disturbance,  and  confusions  which  tend 
to  the  breaking  of  the  civil  peace.  Which  If  the 
Lord  shall  Incline  his  migesty  to  grant,  tlirongfa 

?rour  grace's  interposing,  will  bring  the  bless- 
ngs  of  many  who  are  ready  to  perish,  upon  his 
mij)esty  and  your  grace ;  and  you  shall  be  calM 
the  repairers  of  the  breaches,  and  the  hearts  of 
the  gmnl  people  of  the  land  will  be  so  much  the 
more  knit  and  engaged  to  his  mi^esty*s  person 
and  government,  and  to  vour  grace,  as  tne  in- 
strument whom  God  hath  stiired  up  to  cAmu 
tuate  it,  and  render  his  majesty  glorious,  and 
your  (laica  tcdowvw4  v^  %iV  fjeiBermtloiia. 


:hap.  111.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


149 


M  a.  gT««t  fiiToarer  and  lorer  of  Scotland, 
ind  there  is  no  question  but  he  will  em- 
>loy  his  power  for  it :  and  if  Lauderdale  be 
iiMxnirted,  to  whom  the  duke  is  no  friend, 
this  will  come  the  sooner."  Upon  all  these 
looonnts  the  writer  of  the  letter  presseth 
the  prisoners,  "  to  carry  veiy  soberly,  and 
wishes  the  persecuted  party  would  leave 
field  conrenticles,  at  least  for  a  little,  till 
the  dake  came  down  again ;  and  adds,  he, 
God  willing,  would  not  stay  long.  And 
■asnres  them,  some  in  the  council  are  gap- 
ing* for  field  conventicles,  in  order  to  get 
things  marred.*' 

The  effects  of  the  duke's  going  np,  seem 
to  be  the  short-lived  third  indulgence, 
which  had  the  proclamation  published  June 
29th  when  the  duke  was  here,  for  a  kind  of 
prefiure  to  it,  the  consideration  of  which  I 
of  design  left  to  this  pkuw.  This  prodamar 
tion,  dated  at  Whitehall,  June  29th,  I  have 
insert  below.*    It  was  probably  procured 


•  ^  itrodanuUion  sumending  taws  against  con- 

ventidet,  June  S»A,  1679. 
CharlM  II.  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Scot- 
land, EnflaDO,  Fmnoe  and  IreUud,  defeDdcr  of 
the  faitb  ftc    To  all  and  eundry  our  good  eub- 
jcetsi  whom  these  preeenta  do  or  may  conceru, 
greetinf :  we  baviog,  with  the  advice,  and  con- 
aent  of  our  parliameDta,  pasted  so  manv  acta  id 
IJivom  of  the  proteatant  rdicion,  againat  field 
eoMveiiticlca,  whereby  our  aubjecta  were  with- 
drawn froaa  puhlic  ordiuaocca,  io  auch  waya  aa 
rxpoaed  them  to   hear  Jraaita,  or   any  other 
Irrcgahir  preachera,  and  were  at  laat  debauched 
to  meet  with  arma  iu  formed  rebelliona,  we 
might  have  expected  a  moat  hearty  coacurrence 
from  all  auch  aa  reaolred  to  live  religloualy  and 
peaceably  in  auppreming  those  diaordera :  in  place 
wbereol,  magivtratea  having  by  their  ne|:ligroce, 
uid  maatera  by  their  connlvaoce,  heitfhteued 
fhoac  diatempera  into  a  formed  rebellion,  Umoded 
upon    extra vagancica,    ioconaiateot    with    tlie 
proteataot  religion  and  our  monarchy ;  which 
we  having  by  the  mercy  of  God,  and  the  affec- 
tioa  of  our  aubjecta,  overcome  ao  totally,  that 
our  demcncy  cannot  be  liable  to  any  miacon- 
strudion  :  we  have  therefore  thought  fit,  with 
the  advice  of  our  privy  council,  to  recommend 
the  vigoroua  execution  of  all  our  former  lawa 
and  prodamations  agalnat  auch  rendezvouaea  of 
rebellion ;  eommanding  hereby  our  judgeti,  ma- 
giatntea,  and  officera  of  all  ranks  and  degreea,  to 
■pprebMBd,  coudemu,  'and  puniah  all  auch    aa 
finequent  any  field  oonventirlea,  the  miulstera  by 
doatb,  and  the  heorera  by  fining  and  otherwise, 
aocordlag  to  the  preacript  of  our  lawa ;  auch  as 
bear  arma  there  being  to  be  demeaned  as  traitors, 
conform  to  our  former  proclamation,  dated  the 
l^Lh  day  of  May  last,  and  ordaining  that  all 
masters  shall  be  liable  for  presenting  such  of 
their  tenants,  and  such  aa  live  u^n  theH*  ground, 
to  underly  tlM  law  in  our  juBtwe-Mln,  conform 
to  the  6th  met,  jmrL  3»  James  V,     A  a  also  we 


by  the  dnke*s  letters,  wherein  he  ^^^ 
would    readily  give    his   thoughts 
upon  the  proposals  made  to  him,  and  the 
expedients  which  offered  to  him  for  the 


most  peremptorily  command  all  in  oAoe  under 
ua,  to  prosecute  with  all  legal    rigour,  those 
inhumane  and  execrable  muiderers  of  the  late 
archbishop  of  St   Andrewe,    and  all  such    as 
have  had  accession  thereto,  by  concealing  or 
resetting  the  aaaaaainates.     But  we,  being  de- 
sirous to  reclaim  all  such  In  that  our  ancient 
kingdom,  aa  have  been  mialed  by  Ignorance,  or 
blind  lEeal  (the  pretexta  of  diaordera)  and  to  con- 
vince  all   Indifferent  persons,  that   too   peat 
aeverlty  la  aa  far  from  our  deiign,  aa  our  incli- 
nations, have,  according  to  the  power  reserved 
to  us  by  the  fifth  act,  and  second  session  of  our 
second  pariiament,  suspended  the  exeeution  of 
all  laws  and  acts,  agninst  auch  aa  fVe4|uent  house 
conventicles  in  the  low  countries,  on  the  Nwuth 
side  of  the  river  of  Tny  only,  excepting  always 
the  town  of  Kdlnburgli,  and  two  miles  round 
about  the  same,  with  the  ]ordshij»s  of  Mussel- 
burgh, and  Dalkeith,  tlie  cities  of  St  Andrews, 
and   Glasgow,  and  Stirling,  and  a  mile  ab«iut 
each  of  them ;  being  fully  resolved,  not  to  auffer 
the  seat  of  our  government,  nor  our  universities 
to  be  pestered  with  any  irregularities  whatso- 
ever.    And  for  a  further  evidence  of  our  pro- 
tection to  all  who  resolve  to  live  peaceably,  we 
hereby  suipeiid  all  diligences  for  fines  upon  the 
account  of  conventicles,  except  such  fines  as  are 
imposed  by  our  privy  council,  and  such  fines  of 
interior  judicatures,  aa  were  uplifted  or  trans- 
acted fur,  prior  to  the  twenty-ninth  of  May 
last,  and  all  letters  of  intercommunlng,  and 
other  executions,  except  in  so  far  aa  concenis 
those  who  were  our  actual  servants,  or  in  public 
trust.     But  to  the  end,  that  none  whom  we 
may  juitly  suipect,  shall,  under  the  colour  of 
this  favour,  continue  to  preach  rebellion,  schism 
and  heresv,  we  hereby  ordun  all  such  as  shall 
be  auffered  to  preach,  to  have  their  names  |^iveu 
in,  and  suretv  found  to  our  privy  council  for 
their  peaceable  behaviour,  only  one    preacher 
being  allowed   to  a  paroch ;   and   none  to    be 
allowed  who  have  appeared  against  us  in  this 
late  rebellion,  nor  none  who  shall  be  admitted  by 
the  unconform  ministers  iu  any  time  hereallter : 
assuring  all  those  to  whom  we  have  extended 
this  favour,  that  if  they,  or  any  of  them,  shall 
for  the  future  frequent  any  field  conventicles,  or 
disturb  the  peace  of  these  our  kingdoms,  we 
will  secure  our  people,  and  maintain  our  author- 
ity and  laws  by  such  effectual  courses  as,  in 
ruining  the  authora,  cannot  be  thought  rigid, 
after  so  iniufferable  and  unnecessary  provoca- 
tions.    This  our  forbearance  being  to  continue 
in  force  only  during  our  roval  pleasure,  as  we 
shall  see  those  dissenters  ifeserve  our  favtiur. 
And  to  the  end  all  our  good  subjects  may  have 
notice  of  this  our  royal  will  and  pleasure,  we 
do  hereby  command  our  lyon  king  at  arms  and 
his  brethren,  heralds,  macera,  pursuivants,  mes- 
sengers at  arms,  to  make  proclamation  hereof,  at 
the  market  cross  of  Edinburgh.     Given  at  our 
court  at  \Vhitehall,  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
June,  1679,  and  of  our  reign  the  thirty-tirHt 
year. 

By  his  ma^caiy  a  cAmmaM, 

God  sxvil  tui.  aivu. 
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.^  lettUag  of  the  country;  the  result 
'  of  which  seems  to  be  this  proclun*- 
tion,  which,  with  the  letter  we  shiJl  just 
now  hear  of,  was  the  foundation  of  what 
was  called  the  third  indulgence.  Ileflec- 
tions  upon  this  proclamation  are  needless 
after  M'hat  hath  been  giren  upon  former 
public  papers.  The  narrative  alleges,  that 
field  couventicles  have  exposed  people  to 
Jesuits.  Doubtless  the  papists  took  hold  of 
all  occasions  to  make  proselytes,  and  de- 
bauch people's  consciences ;  and  failed  not 
closely  to  improre  the  steps  at  present  taken 
in  Scotland  and  England  for  weakening  the 
protestant  interest  The  only  ground  I  can 
find  for  the  cry  of  Jesuits  mixing  in  with 
field  conventicles  in  Scotland,  is  some  pas- 
sages in  doctor  Oats*8  Narrative,  printed  by 
authority  at  London  tliis  year.  Article  1. 
It  is  narrated,  **  that  Wright,  Morgan,  and 
Freeland  were  sent  over  to  Scotland,  to 
preach  under  the  notion  of  Scots  presbyte- 
rians."  Whether  this  be  true  or  not,  de- 
pends upon  the  faith  of  Jesuits,  who  write 
this  news  to  Madrid.  Article  43  goes  fur- 
ther, and  says,  *'  the  deponents  saw  fathers 
Moor  and  Sanders,  alias  Brown,  despatched 
to  preach  among  Scots  presbyterians."  Ar- 
ticle 73  says,  *'  that  letters  from  the  fathers 
met  at  Edinburgh,  dated  August  10th,  1678, 
bear,  that  they  had  eight  thousand  catholics 
ready  to  rise  when  the  business  grew  hot, 
and  to  join  the  disaffected  Scots  under  the 
direction  of  the  Scots  Jesuits.'  And,  article 
74  bears,  **  that  twelve  Scots  Jesuits  were 
sent  with  instructions  to  keep  up  the  com- 
motions in  Scotland,  and  to  carry  themselves 
like  nonconformist  ministers  among  the  pres- 
byterian  Scots.'*  This  is  all  I  see  relative 
to  this  charge  in  Oats's  Narrative,  and 
what  does  it  amount  to  ?  but  that  the  Je- 
suits had  this  in  their  view,  or  pretended 
to  have  it :  and  I  shall  not  doubt  but 
they  did  all  in  their  power  to  provoke 
honest  people  to  extremities,  to  serve  the 
duke  of  York's  interest,  to  keep  the  High- 
lands under  their  power,  and  ready  to  ap- 
pear against  the  bill  of  exclusion  in  case  of 
need,  and  to  sow  the  tares  of  antimagistra- 
tical  principles.  But  what  is  all  this  to 
presby terians  ?  Are  not  Jesuit^'  designs  as 
open  and  plain  in  the  church  of  England  by 
ihe  very  same  narrative,  and  their  success 


evident  ?  and  yet  that  church  it  not  chaifed 
upon  this  score.  Can  one  ivtanoe  be  given 
of  a  Jesuit  hitherto  preaching  at  field  oob- 
ventides,  and  getting  presbyterians  to  hear 
him  ?  The  greatest  enemies  of  field  meet- 
ings have  never  been  able  to  prodnoe  one 
instance,  or  to  give  the  least  documents  of 
any  correspondence  betwixt  the  one  and 
the  other.  Indeed  it  hath  once  and  again 
been  made  evident,  that  the  Jesuit  Contxen's 
instructions  for  mining  protestants  were 
fijlen  in  with  exactly  by  our  Scots  mana- 
gers of  the  duke  of  York's  fiustion,  and 
some  of  our  prelates :  but  I  am  bold  to  say, 
not  one  party  of  men  in  Scotland  were 
more  free  from  the  influence  of  Jesuits  than 
Scots  presby  terians  at  this  juncture;  and 
whatever  efforts  these  Jesuits  mode^  they 
had  no  success.  What  hand  they  might 
have  after  this,  by  their  secret  influence^ 
to  run  some  to  heights,  I  cannot  say ;  bnt^ 
after  my  utmoet  search,  I  cannot  find  the 
least  footsteps  of  a  correspondence  betwixt 
such  as  even  cast  off  the  authority  of  the 
king,  and  came  to  heights  wherein  other 
presbyterians  would  not  vindicate  them  and 
the  Jesuits.  This  much  I  thought  proper 
to  say  here,  once  for  all,  upon  this  head. 
It  is  added  in  the  proclamation,  that 
Bothwell  rising  was  founded  upon  extra- 
vagancies inconsistent  with  the  protestant 
religion  and  monarchy.  Had  they  been 
condescended  upon,  I  should  have  consider- 
ed them :  but  this  general  calunmy  is  more 
than  taken  off  by  the  foimer  accounts  of 
their  declarations  and  requisitions  when  in 
arms.  Next,  the  proclamation  comes  to 
statute  death  upon  ail  ministers  who  prea«h 
at  field  conventicles,  and  such  as  are  in 
arms  are  adjudged  to  be  traitors.  Masters, 
by  an  old  antiquated  law,  are  made  liable 
for  all  that  live  on  their  lands,  and  the 
utmost  prosecution  of  these  accessory  to 
the  primate's  death,  is  appointed.  Then 
the  king,  by  the  poB'er  placed  in  him  by 
act  5th,  session  2d,  parliament  2d,  suspends 
the  execution  of  Uie  laws  against  honse 
conventicles  on  the  south  side  of  Tay.  The 
parliament  does  fully  empower  the  king 
thus  to  do ;  and  from  this  it  is  evident  this 
indulgence  was  no  exercise  of  a  dispensing 
power,  but  agreeable  to  the  laws  then  in 
\  being.    \ioYr  i«x  V)in^  ««X  ^^  \aaeUament  is 
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fflkMit  to  the  iBdiilg«nce  granted  to 
retliytmnis  in  the  year  1687,  shall  be 
MMidcred.  It  is  most  plain  in  this  case. 
Meptions  ue  made  of  Edinburgh,  Olss- 
MT,  Stirfing,  and  some  other  places ;  and 
iligeooes  upon  finings,  interoommiming, 
sd  aneh  other  sentenees,  are  stopped.  Only 
DO  preacher  is  allowed  to  one  perish; 
Mir  names  are  to  be  giTen  to  the  privy 
Mmdl,  with  surety  for  their  peaceable 
ehafiour.  This  was  a  handle  to  the 
Mudl  in  a  few  weeks  to  render  this  liber- 
r  precarious.  This  indulgence  is  only 
Bring  pleasure;  and  all  ministers  who 
nere  at  Bothwell,  and  after  this  shall  be 
Imitted,  are  excluded  from  any  benefit  by 
It  is  plain,  this  was  one  of  the  least 
bogged  finrours  which  had  been  granted  to 
psabyterians  since  the  restoration :  it  was 
mA  owing  to  the  present  struggle  for 
barty  in  England,  and  the  just  informa- 
en  Uie  duke  of  Monmouth  gave  the  king 
ftiie  good  inclinations  and  intentions  of 
M  body  of  presbyterians  in  Scotland  to 
m  person  and  govemment  It  was  a  short 
nsttthing  time  to  presbyterian  ministers 
si  others,  and  relieved  multitudes  who 
nere  fugitive  and  intercommuned,  and  up- 
i  their  hiding  for  many  years. 

This  proclamation  came  to  Edinburgh, 
■If  4th,  and  that  day,  in  prosecution  of  it, 
Hie  council  grant  order  to  the  magistrates 
r  Edinbui^h  to  set  at  liberty  the  ministers 
Btarwritten,  prisoners  for  conventicles, 
basrs  John  Mosman,  Archibald  Maclean, 
■nea  Forthie,  William  Kyle,  Robert  Flem- 
ig,  Francis  Irvine,  and  Thomas  Wilkie, 
hey  enacting  themselves  in  the  books  of 
rivy  council,  for  their  peaceable  behaviour, 
Bd  that  they  shall  not  preach  at  field  con- 
eatides  under  the  pains  oontuned  in  his 
Hjeaty's  proclamation;  and  ordain  such 
■fausters  as  are  in  the  Bass  to  be  sent  for, 
iMit  they  may  be  set  at  liberty  upon  their 
oacting  themselves  as  aforesaid.** 

A  letter  is  before  me,  writ  by  a  good 
nd  upon  this  proclamation,  too  long  to 
e  insert :  I  shall  only  set  down  a  few  pas- 
igea  from  it,  which  may  give  some  light 
9  tile  circumstances  of  presbyterians  at 
his  time.  The  writer  observes,  *  That  this 
foclamation  is  so  favourable,  as  ought  to 
ib^ge  aJI  the  well  affected  to  accept  of  it 


with  all  thankfulness,  and  use  it  with 
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temperance  and  prudence ;  and  what 
may  be  a  foundation  for  more,  if  skilfully 
used.'  Whereupon  the  writer  takes  occasion 
to  give  his  opinion,  to  be  communicated  to 
some  gentlemen  and  ministers  in  the  west 
He  thinks, '  that  by  the  return  of  the  outed 
ministers,  every  one  to  their  own  parishes, 
the  benefit  of  this  indulgence  will  be  much 
lost,  and  one  part  of  the  country,  and  that 
which  needs  least,  will  be  supplied,  and  the 
far  greater  part  left  destitute.  He  reckons 
the  church's  present  case  to  be  but  a  build- 
ing, and  therefore  the  ministers  are  to  pre- 
fer the  general  interest  of  the  church  to  the 
ties  to  particular  places :  and  that  consider- 
ation should  be  had  of  the  bounds  and 
shires  enjoying  fiivour,  and  these  ought  to 
be  compared  with  the  presbyterian  minis- 
ters yet  remaining,  and  the  ministers  so 
scattered  up  and  down,  as  all  may  be  wa- 
tered as  much  as  may  be ;  that  thus  some 
that  halt  betwixt  two  opinions  may  be 
fixed,  and  those  who  are  in  hazard  of  wan- 
dering, and  going  to  extremities,  may  be 
preserved.  He  moves,  that  one  minister 
may  be  fixed  so  as  to  answer  most  conve- 
niently the  exigencies  of  three  or  four 
parishes ;  and  conceives  it  may  be  as  pro- 
per to  dispose  of  ministers  by  way  of  mis- 
sion, into  places  where  it  is  well  knoifiTi 
they  will  be  welcome,  as  to  wait  for  calls : 
he  is  earnest  to  have  ministers  set  to  their 
work  in  all  quarters  ^nthout  delay.  He  is 
against  building  of  houses  to  meet  in  at 
present,  but  would  have  large  bams  and 
houses  taken ;  and  hopes  the  general  bent 
of  this  part  of  the  nation  will  soon  make  it 
appear  to  the  government,  that  this  liberty 
ought  to  be  enlarged.'  We  shall  quickly 
find  there  was  little  use  for  these  proposals, 
for  this  liberty  was  soon  cramped.  As  soon 
as  the  duke  of  Monmouth  had  regulated 
matters  he  thought  most  necessary  here, 
he  went  for  court,  where  he  was  very  gra- 
ciously received  by  his  father.  Upon  his 
arrival  he  procured  a  letter  from  the  king, 
yet  further  enlarging  this  favour,  which 
July  14th,  came  down  express  from  Lon- 
don by  one  of  the  duke's  footmen.  I  here 
insert  it 

Charles  B.—«  TX\t\v\  \rvfl^^,  ^t-  ^'^ 
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greet  70a  welL    Havinfr  resolved  to  ( Jane  89th,  «MpeBdiii^  all  ietten  ^  inler. 


make  the  favours  designed  by  our  late 
proclamation  effectual,  we  hereby  deolare, 
that  we  designed  therein,  that  such  as  are 
allowed  to  preach  thereby,  are  also  allowed 
by  the  same  proclamation  to  administrate  the 
sacraments,  the  one  including  the  other. 
As  also,  that  no  fine  imposed  for  any  sdiis- 
matical  disorders,  (except  treason)  before 
inferior  judicatories,  and  not  yet  transacted 
or  compounded  for,  shall  be  n^ifted,  un- 
less the  parties  so  fined  shall  fall  bode  into 
tlieir  old  transgressions,  by  rebellion  or 
field  conventicles;  the  snspension mention- 
ed in  our  proclamation  being  a  snflEudent 
discharge  only  in  those  cases.  Ministera 
also  now  imprisoned,  who  were  not  in  this 
rebellion,  are  to  be  set  aft  liberty,  without 
any  other  engagement,  bnt  that  they  shall 
live  peaceably,  and  not  take  up  arms  against 
ua  or  our  authority,  or  find  caution  to  an- 
swer when  called  by  us  or  yon:  and  so  we 
bid  you  heartily  forewelL  Given  at  our 
court  at  Windsor  Castle,  the  11th  of  July, 
1G79,  and  of  our  reign  the  31st  year. 

"  By  his  miyesty^B  command, 

**  LAUDEftDALB.*' 

This  letter,  when  it  came  down,  was 
very  unsatisfying  to  our  managers,  and,  I 
am  told,  it  was  some  time  before  they 
would  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  it ; 
and  they  then  essayed  so  to  lay  measures 
as  the  ends  of  it  might  be  broken.  Yea, 
so  much  frighted  were  the  prelates  with 
the  former  proclamation  and  this  letter, 
that  the  archbishop  of  Glasgow  is  despatch- 
ed up  to  court  at  this  time :  I  have  no  ac- 
counts of  what  he  did ;  but,  no  doubt,  he 
fell  in  heartily  with  the  duke  of  York's 
party,  and  in  a  few  weeks  there  was  a 
change  above,  and  piece  by  piece  this  fa- 
vour was  curtailed  by  the  council,  and,  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  year,  perfectly  re- 
nouoved,  as  we  shall  hear. 

Two  days  before  this  letter  came  to 
Edinburgh,  the  council,  now  when  they  are 
delivered  from  the  duke  of  Monmouth, 
begin  to  pr(^»ose  their  difficulties  in  relation 
to  the  proclamation  June  29th.  In  a  letter 
to  Lauderdale,  dated  July  1 2th,  they  signify, 
'That  there  hemg  Mme  doubt  as  to  the 


oommuning,  and  all  other  execBtkma^  if 
these  words^  id  other  ccMotieiis,  ^  im- 
port^ that  all  penoBs,  whether  pMndien  at 
fieldfconventioles,  or  other  persons,  who 
being  ringleaders  of  these  rebAliotia  rmdei- 
voBses,  ttid  have  been  seised  aecot^ding  to 
former  proclamations,  promising'  waaak  of 
money  to  the  apprehenden,  and  impitemed, 
should  be  set  at  liberty,  or  not  And  if 
such  as  have  been  imprisoned  till  Aey  pay 
the  fines  imposed  upon  them  by  sentence 
of  council,  or  other  judges,  shaill  also  be 
enbirged  and  set  at  fiberty;  and  if  these 
field-preaohers,  and  other  persons  qualified 
as  aforesaid,  are  to  be  liberate,  tluy  erave 
his  majesty  may  dedare  his  pleasure  upon 
what  terms  and  oomHtiofls  they  are  to  be 
liberate.' 

This  was  a  modest  way  of  saking  a  load 
of  repeal  of  the  proolamation ;  at  least,  tiiey 
would  still  be  judges  whom  to  liberate^  and 
whom  not,  and  have  idl  the  iniqaitoiu 
sentences,  formerly  passed,  standing  in  foil 
vigour.  I  observe  to  rdtom  to  €his  pro- 
posal in  the  registers.  Joly  19th  they  sc- 
ipiaint  Lkuderdale,  that,  in  obedience  to 
his  majesty's  letter  of  the  1 1th  they  have 
called  the  preachers,  prisoners  in  Edinborgh 
(as  I  understand  It,  it  is  preachers  for  field 
conventicles,  for  the  other  were  Uboate 
opon  the  4th)  and  offered  them  a  bond, 
which  two  of  them  stkbscribed,  and  the  rest 
refosed ;  and  they  have  sent  for  the  prison- 
ers in  the  Bass,  that  they  may  offer  it  to 
them.  And,  August  14th,  when,  it  seems, 
they  despair  of  liberty  to  continue  their 
severities  upon  the  ministers,  according'  to 
the  inclination  they  show  in  their  letter 
July  1 2th,  they  order,  *that  the  ministers, 
prisoners  in  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh, 
(viz.  such  as  refused  their  bond)  be  liberate 
on  finding  sufficient  caution,  under  pain  of 
ten  thousand  merks  each,  to  appear  before 
the  council  when  called;  and  tint  the  lord 
CoUington,  Abbotshall,  register,  or  any  one 
of  them,  receive  caution,  and  liberate  them.* 
In  a  bttlo  time,  as  we  shall  hear,  a  good 
many  of  them  were  called,  and  brought 
to  new  trouble.  August  26th  Mr  Andrew 
Donaldson  is  liberate  from  the  prison  of 
Linlithgow,  and   Mr  — —  Erstdne  from 


tease  of  that  dame  in  the  proclamation  \  tYiat  oC  ^\^t^n%,  x^^^ou  omfiwsBkiailKive;  it 
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thty  had  been  forgot,  and  John  i 
iliDdonoo  in  Clnih,  in  pnMn  lor  oonven- ' 
idn.    According  to  these  reaolotions,  the  - 
pinkten  who  had  bean  in  the  Ban,  Mr  i 
EteidL  AnderMm,  Mr  Janea  Fraaer  of* 
kaa^  Mr  tbomaa  Hog,  Mr  John  Macgilli. 
peiiy  Mr  John  Macaulay,  Mr  Robert  Roat, 
Mr    John   Law,    Mr    WilUam   Bell,  are 
Kopght  fimn  the  Ban  to  Edinburgh  tol- 
looth,  where  aooM  other  ministen  were, 
^arfeiGnlarly   the    ReTerend    Mr    Robert 
Plaming  miniater  at  Cambuslang,  and  after 
ihis  to  the  Scoti  congregation  at  Rotterdam, 
lad  aerend  othera  abovenamed.    That  same 
hjr  thej  a^Mar  before  the  oouneil,  and  are 
paired  to  enact  themaelTes  in  the  council- 
looka  to  Uto  peaceably,  and  not  to  rise  in 
naa  against  the  king,  or  any  authorised 
ij  him.    The  ministers  knowing  the  terms 
d  the  king'a  letter  July  1 1th  did  oblige 
dhem  only  to  an  altematire,  this,  or  to  find 
onitioa  to  present  themselves  when  called, 
:liWMed  the  last  branch,  and  refused  the 
faity  and  therefore  were  remanded  to  pri-  | 
nn,  directly  contrary  to  the  king*8  letter,  I 
izcept  Mr  William  Kyle  and  Mr  Francis  j 
[rrine^  who  sfgned  the  first  part,  and  were  I 
liberate.    July  22d,   Robert  Hamilton  of: 
Airdzic^  hia  serrant,  and  about  fifteen  more 
priaoaeis^  axe  liberate  upon  the  same  terms; 
ud,  July  24th  about  twenty  more  prisoners 
far  conventiclsa  are  liberate ;  and,  July  los^ 
John  Balmeritto,    Andrew    Snodgrass   in 
Bri4g«Dd  of  Glasgow,  and  about  twenty 
sthers,  were  liberate,  upon  aigaing  an  ob- 
ligation not  to  riae  in  arms.    This  is  all  I 
meet  with  aa  to  particular  persons.    The 
Bsaa  of  the  rest  of  the  ministers  was  de- 
hitad  some  time.    The  laird  of  Lundie,  and 
wm»  others  of  the  counsellors,  affirmed 
they  ought  to  be  liberate  on  bond;  Sir 
Andrew  Ramsay,  and  others  on  that  side, 
wwe  as  peremptory  for  their  signing  the 
bond  not  to  rise.    In  some  time  they  were 
»,  upon  bond  to  appear  when  called, 
penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds  ster- 
ling per  piece. 

Let  us  now  take  a  view  how  the  pres- 
byterian  ministers  improved  this  breathing 
tfane;  it  waa  almost  over,  at  least  measures 
fidlen  into  for  retrenching  it,  before  ever 
ssne  of  them  knew  of  it  Such  to  whom 
thanotifle  fifsf  €«aM^  being  willing  that  gil^  m 


fiur  as  might  be,  should  take  the  same 
course,  advertised  as  many  of  their  ^^'^* 
brethren  as  they  could,  to  come  in  and  meet 
at  Edinbni^h.  Accordingly  I  find,  that,  upon 
the  8th  of  August,  there  was  a  very  lai^e 
meeting,  perhaps  more  numerous  than  any 
that  hath  been  since  their  judicatories  were 
discharged  by  law;  and,  after  consultation 
and  reaaoning,  they  came  to  agree  upon 
those  following  oondusions  and  rules. 
^  That  all  ministers  should,  in  the  first 
place,  visit  their  own  congregations  where 
they  were  formerly  settled,  and  try  what 
access  they  can  have  to  preach  the  gospel 
unto  them.  That  they  associate  themselves 
into  meetings,  as  their  numbers  in  parti- 
cular bounds,  and  their  circumstances  will 
best  allow,  and  take  care  to  provide  preach- 
ing to  the  people,  in  the  bonnds  of  their 
respective  meetings,  who  are  desirous  of  it. 
That  every  minister  shall  be  a  member  of 
the  meeting  within  whose  bounds  he  re- 
sides. That  indulged  ministeirs,  not  in- 
dulged to  the  congregations  they  were  in 
when  laid  aside,  if  their  people,  of  whom 
they  formeriy  had  the  chaige,  call  them, 
return  to  them,  and  quit  the  pUces  they 
are  at  present  in.  That  all  who  are  li- 
censed to  preach,  be  particularly  taken  ob- 
liged unto  subjection  to  the  meeting  which 
licensed  them,  and  to  submit  themselves  to 
their  direction.*' 

We  see  how  much  these  ministers  had 
the  principles  of  presbyterian  government 
at  heart,  and  the  preservation  of  the  chureh 
from  any  hazard  from  persons  who  should 
afterwards  be  licensed  and  ordained ;  and, 
had  they  not  been  stopped  by  the  new  turn  of 
affiiirs  at  court,  it  is  very  probable,  this  in- 
dulgence would  have  been  so  managed,  as 
to  have  cured  our  divisions,  tended  to  a 
comfortable  change  in  Scotland,  and  might 
have  proved  of  great  use,  not  only  to  the 
church,  but  even  to  the  state.  But  veiy 
soon  the  popish  party  prevailed  at  court 
Lauderdale  once  more  seemed  to  prevail 
over  his  accusers,  as  we  shall  hear;  and  by 
his  means,  as  some  say,  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth, however  well  received  at  first,  fell 
under  a  cloud,  and  all  the  expectations  of 
doing  some  more  in  fiivours  of  the  sufierin^ 
presbyterians  f e\\  to  ilbfi  i^roanA.  *ttA^'<^% 
of  York  returned  from  HoWandi^  a»^  V»a  >si 
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1679  ^"®°^  ^'^^'  ^^  ^^f?  ^*^  presently  |  tarn  again,  and  Eitez  aiiil  Halifax  left  th«r 
'  no  great,  that  all  moderate  meatnreB  >  posta  in  discontent  {  and  Mr  Hyde,  afttr 


vrere  perfectly  cmsbed ;  for  it  is  almost  next 
to  impossible  that  a  papist  should  not  drive 
hard  in  a  protestant  country,  and  presby- 
terians  must  expect  no  favour  when  papists 
manage  at  court  In  short,  this  calm  issued 
in  a  most  severe  and  long  storm. 

Thus  I  find  in  the  registers,  September 
IStfa,  a  letter  from  the  king  to  the  council, 
acquainting  them,  that  he  had  recalled  his 
commission  to  the  duke  of  Buocleugh  and 
Monmouth  to  be  genemL  This  was  veiy 
BooeptaUe  to  a  good  msny  at  Edinbui^gh. 
The  account  given  by  the  En^iHh  histor- 
ians of  this  turn  of  afiains  is  in  short 
When  the  duke  of  Monmouth  was  at  his 
height,  the  king  fdl  sick  at  Windsor,  and 
had  three  fits  of  a  fever  and  ague  towards 
the  end  of  August  Upon  September  2d, 
the  duke  of  York  came  to  London,  to  the 
surprise  of  every  bo<ly,  and  rode  post  to 
Windsor.  In  a  few  days  Monmouth  was 
disgraced,  and  an  entire  change  of  affairs 
brought  about  The  secret  spring  of  this 
sudden  arrival  was  this.  Essex  and  Hali- 
fkx  bein^  about  the  king,  and  takiug  him 
to  be  in  danger,  they  thought  themselves 
so  to.  They  reckoned  the  duke  of  Mon- 
mouth, under  Shaftsbury's  management, 
who  hated  them,  would  be  at  the  head  of 
affkirs,  against  the  duke  of  York,  aud  that 
Sunderland,  by  his  relation  and  friendship 
with  Shaftsbury,  would  be  safe,  but  had 
nothing  to  hope  for  thcmsolves ;  therefore, 
upon  the  king^s  first  fit,  nithout  ever  wait^ 
ing  for  what  might  follow  upon  a  second, 
they  proposed  to  him  the  calling  over  his 
brother,  which  was  done  with  all  secrecy  and 
8peed.  The  kingn*covering,it  was  agreed  up- 
on all  hands  that  the  duke  should  be  received 
with  seeming  surprise.  When  the  diike 
returned,  Shaftsbury  and  Monmouth  were 
so  enraged,  that  nothing  was  left  for  Essex 
and  Halifax,  but  to  join  the  duke  wholly, 
and  throw  the  other  two  out  of  the  king's 
affairs.  Accordingly  Monmouth  was  order- 
ed over  to  Holland,  September  24th,  and 


eari  of  Rochester,  and  Mr  Godolphine, 
afterwards  eari  of  Godolphine,  came  ia, 
joined  Sunderland,  and  made  up  the  junto. 
This  vast  change  in  England  soon  brought 
the  third  indulgence  to  preabyteriaaa  herr 
to  be  cramped,  and  then  taken  away.  The 
effiMsU  of  it  appeared  the  very  next  council- 
day,  September  19th.  '  A  warrant  is  grant- 
ed to  general  Daliiei,  lieutenant-general  of 
his  majesty*s  forces,  to  give  order  to  seise 
the  murderers  of  the  archbishop,  (this  i» 
cast  in  in  common  fbnn,  but  the  great  de- 
sign was)  to  apprehend  any  nsinisters  or 
heritors  guilty  of  the  lata  rebellioa,  or 
others  of  the  rcbds  who  had  not  taken  the 
bond,  or  any  who  harboured  or  resetted 
them;  and  to  give  orders  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  under  his  oommand,  to  secnre 
them  in  prison  till  they  be  brought  to  jus- 
tice; with  power  also  to  dissipate  field 
conventicles,  and  to  seiae  the  pieaclwrs 
and  others  present  at  them.  And  the  coun- 
cil indemnify  all  slaughter  or  mutilation,  in 
case  of  resistance.  And,  September  dOth, 
they  ordain  the  rents  of  lands,  sums  of 
money,  and  moveables  belonging-  to  the 
murderers  of  the  archbishop,  and  heritors 
enn^aged  iu  the  rebellion,  to  be  sequestrated 
and  secured,  that  the  same  be  not  erabet- 
zled;  and  grant  power  to  the  earis  of 
Murray  and  Linlithgow,  treasurer^epnte, 
justice-general,  Collington,  and  general  Dal- 
ziel,  to  nominate  fit  persons  in  the  several 
shires  to  be  sequestrators.'  This  was  a  new 
and  very  sore  trouble  to  the  country.  Thst 
same  day  the  advocate  is  ordered  '  to  raise 
a  process  against  Mr  Geoi^  Johnston,  or 
any  other  ministers  who  have  been  gnihy 
of  field  conventicles  since  June  l^h  last, 
upon  the  information  given  in,  or  that  bhall 
be  given,  notwithstanding  any  aUowanre 
given,  or  that  shall  be  given  to  them  to 
preach.  And,  at  the  same  time,  full  power 
and  authority  is  granted  to  major  Kobert, 
Johnston,  to  search  for  any  conventicles 
suspect  to  be  kept  in  the  tOHn  of  Edinbm]gh, 


Shaftsbury  turned  out  of   council.      Sir    or  suburbs  thereof,  aud  to  apprehend  and 
William  Temple,  not  being  entirely  theirs,  j  imprison  the  ministers  and  most  substantial 


was  left  out,  and  resolved  to  lie  aside  from 
public  affairs.     To  cover  matters  the  duke 


hearers ;  to  search  for  tlie  murderers  of  the 
archbishop,  as  also  any  ministers  or  heritors 


of  York  went  orer  to  Flanders,  soon  to  re-\  ^n  tW  UXe  r^WVCxQXi^  oc  ^V«c^  ^^  have 
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ml  ligiMd  the  bond,  and  imprison  them, 
wa4  to  teport  hk  diligeaoe  horn  time  to 
tone.  He  and  his  aaeittanta  are  indemni- 
iedy  as  above,  and  thia  commiaaion  ia  to 
eontinae  till  recalled.'  ThnSy  we  aee,  the 
Amaer  methoda  are  beginning^  again. 

To  vetorn  to  the  indulgence,  the  ooandl, 
September  19th,  agree  upon  a  draught  of 
Um  lieeme  given  to  miniatera,  wlu>  are 
aAowed  to  preach,  by  hia  majeatjr^a 
proclamation  June  89th,  and  his  letter 
My  Ilth,  which  I  insert  from  the  regia- 
tera. 

*  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council 
baring  oonaidered  the  petition  of 
fepweenting  that  they  have  choeen 
to  preach,  and  administrate  the  aaoraments, 
OB  the  parish  of  conform  to  his 

anjeaty'a  proclamation,  June  S9th,  and  his 
latter  July  11th,  and  therefore  desiring  that 
cmtion  may  be  received  lor  the  said 

conform  to  the  said  proclamation :  the 
brda.  giant  tlie  saf^licant's  desire,  who 
ha(v«  aocordingly  found  sufficient  caution, 
acted  ia  the  books  of  privy  council  ior  the 
laid  that  he  shall  live  peaceably ; 

andin  order  tiiereto^  that  the  said 
ahall  appear  before  the  council,  when  the 
aaid  eautionav  shall  be  called  to  pro- 
d^pe  him,  under  the  penalty  of.  six  thou- 
Mwd  merks,  in  case  of  fidlie."  At  the 
pama  time  they  agree  upon,  and  record 
tha  fteaor  of  the  bond  to  be  given  for 
t|Mn^  as  follows.  **  Be  it  kend  to  all  men 
|if  .these  presents,  me  for  as  much 

i^  upon  a  humble  supplication  given  in  to 
llj^.  majesty's  privy  council,  they  have 
oniaiaed  caution  to  be  received  for 

who  is  allowed  to  preach  and  ad- 
nmiatrato  sacraments  in  the  parish  of 

Therefore  I  bind  and  oblige  myself 
ppj^  heirs  and  successors,  that  the  said 
shall  live  peaceably^  and  in  order 
thereunto,  that  I  the  said 
pmge  myself  and  foresaids,  to  present  him 
before  his  nu^esty's  privy  council,  when  I 
am  called  so  to  do ;  and  in  case  of  my  faille 
lip,  not  presenting  him,  I  shall  be  liable 
if  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  six  thousand 
WUiA»  Scots  money.  Consenting,  &c.  in 
09mmon  form." 

This  bond  was  reckoned  to  be  framed 
with  a  deeyn  to  diMcounge  paiibhes  from 


I  giving  it,  and  to  be  illegal  Theprodfr- 
mation  indeed  requires  surety  for 
I  peaoeaUe  behaviour,  but  does  not  reqnve  an 
^  obligation  to  present  the  minister's  person 
upon  donand,  under  such  an  exorbitant  sum, 
as  Bttny  parishes,,or  such  in  them  as  were  in- 
clinable to  give  bond,  were  not  in  case  to 
give ;  and  care  waa  taken  to  signify  to  per- 
sona ooBcemcdf  that  preabyterian  nuniaters 
would  find  themselvta  obliged  to  do  several 
things  which  might  be  ooostracted,  or  soon 
nuMle  nnpeaceable  behaviour;  and  it  is 
plain,  many  would  be  unwilKng  in  thia  oaae 
actually  to  piysent  their  minister  to  be  per- 
secuted) and  though  he  shosdd  be  pre- 
sented, the  fine  might  be  exacted  upon  his 
being  found  unpeaoeable  ia  his  behaviour, 
by  the  tenor  of  the  bond.  All  thia  wpuld 
not  have  discouraged  multitudes  of  parishes 
in  the  west  and  south,  from  calling  presby- 
terian  ministers,  if  it  had  not  been  by  this 
time  pretty  evident  both  to  minbten  and 
peopl^.that  now  the  court  was  ohanged; 
and  it  M'as  fully  resolved,  carry  as  they 
would,  as  soon  as  possible  to  turn  thia  inr 
dulgence  to  nothing,  or  at  least  so  to  ma- 
nacle it,  as  it  should  rent  presbyteriana 
more  and  more ;  and  so  they  had  no  great 
heart  to  make  any  great  efforts  this  way. 
It  was  not  altogether  so  much  for  the 
king's  honour  instantly  to  rescind  this  fa- 
vour; but  they  resolved  gradually  to  dog 
it,  until  it  should  be  jferfectly  useless. 
Nevertheless  presbyterian  ministers  counted 
it  their  duty  to  meet  together  and  consider 
what  was  most  fit  to  be  done  in  this  case ; 
and  so,  I  think,  towards  the  end  of  Sep- 
tember, a  good  many  of  them  met  togetlier 
at  Edinbuigh,  mosUy  to  consider  how  for 
it  was  lawful  and  expedient  for  parishes  to 
give  in  such  bonds  as  the  council  required. 
Those  occasional  meetings,  in  this  perse- 
cuted state  of  the  church,  did  not  assume 
any  determining  power.  The  matter  was 
reasoned,  and  the  most  part  agreed  it  was 
lawful  and  expedient,  if  matters  turned  not 
worse,  to  give  in  bonds.  Some  few  had 
some  difficulties  about  this,  but  did  not  in- 
sist upon  them,  since  all  expected  this 
would  be  a  short-lived  favour.  The  isense 
of  the  meeting  going  abroad,  several  par- 
ishes came  in  wilVi  tbttx  v^^^^^^'^  ^^^ 
offered    their   \>oikd   to  iXia   cwcwS^  i«t 
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IfiTO  ^^^  miiiitten*  peacetble  behavioar. 
Thiu  Mr  WiUiam  Row,  Mr  Jaaet 
Walkinihaw,  Mr  Robert  Lair,  and  some 
others  had  bonds  gfiven  in  for  them,  and 
preached  in  their  recipective  parishes,  hot 
for  a  short  while. 

1  shall  give  here  what  I  meet  with  in  the 
registers  this  year  conceniing  the  parislies 
which  gare  bonds,  and  had  presbyterian 
ministers  allowed  them.  September  19th, 
*  upon  a  petition  from  bir  James  Dundas  of 
Amistoun,  James  £Uot  of  Southside,  Alex- 
ander Pringle,  John  Watson,  William  Tum- 
buU,  and  other  heritors  and  feuars  in  New- 
bottle,  the  council  allow  Mr  Geoi^  John- 
ston to  preach  in  the  terms  of  the  foresaid 
act,  in  regard  he  bath  found  suflicient 
caution  in  the  books  of  conncU.  Septem- 
ber SUtli,  upon  a  petition  of  James  Cock- 
bum  of  Langtou,  fur  himself,  and  the  rem- 
anent heritors  and  pariKhioners  of  the  parish 
of  Langton,  Mr  Luke  Ojgle  is  allowed  to 
preach  tliere,  he  having  given  sufficient 
caution,  as  above,  and  that  he  shall  not 
preach  or  dispense  sacraments  save  in  that 
parish.  That  same  day,  upon  the  petition 
of  Andrew  Colquboun  of  Cancodden, 
and  Irlugh  Crawford  of  Globerhill,  in 
name  of  the  people  of  Easter-Kirkpatrick, 
Mr  Robert  Law  is  allowed  to  preach  there, 
and  Mr  James  Walkinshaw,  in  the  parish 
of  Bademock,  and  ^Ir  William  Row  in  the 
parish  of  Ceres.  And  December  1 8th,  upon 
the  petition  of  the  heritors  and  parishioners 
of  the  underwritten  parishes,  the  ministers 
named  are  allowed  to  preach  in  them. 
Wesi-kirk  in  Eskdale,  Mr  James  Pringle, 
Orwell,  Mr  Robert  Gray,  Logie,  Mr  Rich- 
ard HonysoUy  Dalgety,  Mr  Andrew  Don- 
aldson, Prestonhaugh,  Mr  Gilbert  Rule, 
Yarrow,  Mr  William  Eliot,  Ashkirk,  Mr 
Robert  Cuningham,  Campsie,  Mr  John 
Law,  Dunfermline,  Mr  John  Wardlaw, 
Cardross,  !^Ir  Neil  Gillies. 

Upon  the  13th  of  November,  the  council 
publish  a  new  proclamation  against  conven- 
ticles, which  i  have  annexed  below.*    By  it 


*  A  jirodanwtion  against  conventicles,  Nov.  13/A, 

1679. 

Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 

Britain,  France,  and   ]  relaiid,   defender  of  the 

f/i/tb,  to  inncers,  or  meMensert  at 

9rma,  our  shvrittk  in  thai  part,  conjunctly  and 


all  are  disehai^ged  to  preach,  or  to  hear  any 
preach  in  any  parish  wh^  haw  not  given 


aarrraUy,  tpocially  iwnitilulib  grccCln^ri 
much  as  we  by  our  gracious  procJamatioii  of  the 
twvnty-nlnth  of  Jonc  last,  and  a  letur  under 
our  royal  hand,  direct  to  o«r  eiiaiioU»  nbsiia 
thereto,  of  the  eleventh  of  July  thercaficr,  hav- 
ing signified  our  desire  to  reclaim  all  such  as 
have  bem  misled  by  If  oeraoee^  or  bliad  seal, 
tha  pretexts  of  diaordcra,  and  to  convinee  all 
indinerent  persons,  that  too  great  aeverity  is  as 
far  from  oar  designs  aa  our  Inclinations,  we  did, 
aeeording  to  the  power  reaervad  to  us  by  the 
first  act  of  the  aecood  session  of  our  secoud  par- 
liament, suspend    the   execution  of   all    bars 
against  aoeh  as  frequent  house  conTcotidsB  in 
the  low  countries  on  the  south  side  of  the  river 
of  Tay  only,  excepting  always  the    town  of 
Edinburgh,  aad  two  miles  round  about   the 
same;  with  the  lordships  of  Muawlbuxgh  and 
Dalkeith,  and  the  cities  of  St  Andrews,  Glasgow, 
and  Stirling,  and  a  mile  about  each  of  them ; 
and  did  suspend  all  diligeneo  for  fines  upon  the 
account  of  C4»nventicles,  except  such  as  were 
imposed  by  our  privy  council,  and  such  fines  of 
inferior  judicatures,  as  were  uplifted  or  trass- 
acted  before  the  twenty-ninth  of  May  last,  and  all 
letters  of  intereommuning  and  other  executioBs; 
and  did  ordain,  thai  all  such  as  should  be  auller- 
ed  to  preach,  to  have  their  names  given  in,  and 
surety  found  to  our  oouneil  lor  their  peaceshis 
behaviour,  ouly  one  preacher  being  allowed  to  a 
parish,  and  none  to  be  allowed  who  appew«i 
against  ua  in  the  late  rebellion,  nor  neue  eball 
who  should  be  admitted  by  the  uiiconform  atio- 
istcrs  in  any  time  tberealter;  which  miniators 
so  allowed  to  preach,  are  also  allowed  to  admia- 
istrate  the  sacraments.     And  whereas  we  are 
firmly  res^vrd  to  have  all  the  acts  of  our  grace 
and  merry  made  effectual  (In  the  most  favour- 
able sense)  to  all  these  lor  whom  ihey  wore 
intended  by  us;  and  as  already  from  time  to 
time  caution  hath  been  received  for  such  mbiis- 
ters,  whose  names  have  been  given  in  to  our 
council  i  and  upon  application  to  be  made  to 
them,  caution  Is  to  be  received  for  such  of  the 
said  ministers,  as  are  qualified  conform  to  the 
terms  of  our  proclamation,  who  are  dedred  to 
preach  and  administrate  the  saivamsnta  in  any 
parish  in  the  bounde  theovin  expiieesed  :  so  wa 
thought  fit  hereby  to  declare,  thai  we  will  net 
permit  nor  allow  any  to  preach  by  virtue  of  the 
Indulgence  or  connivance  contaiood  in  that  our 
proclamation,  unless  their  names  be  given  in, 
and  caution  found  for  them  to  our  counail.  as 
aforesaid  ;  but  will  look  upon  and  eatccm  tbemt 
and  such  persons  as  resort  to  euch  irregular 
meetings,  as  persons  disaffected  to  our  authorityt 
and  contemners  of  our  grace  and  clemency,  and 
will  proceed  against  all  such  with  the  BtoMiit 
severity  of  law.     Our  will  Is  herefore,  and  ve 
charge  vou  atrictly,  and  command  that,  incou- 
tiiient  tnese  our  letU'rs  seen,  ye  pass  to  the  mar- 
ket-crosR  of  Edinburgh,  and  other  plaoea  need- 
ful, and  thereat  in  our  name  and  authority,  by 
open  proclamation,  make    publication    of   the 
premisses,  that  uone  may  pretend  ignorance. 
Ordains  these  presents  to  Im  printed.     Given 
under  our  signet,  at  Edinburgn  the  thirteenth 
dav  of  Noveraber,  1G79»  end  of  our  reign  the 
thirty-first  year. 

Yi  VLi.  ?ikTXSL«av«  CI.  seer.  condliL 

Goi>  «NNl.  TVil.  IkVVlCV. 
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Nuid  to  the  coancil,  under  the  pains  of 
mmg  repute  disaffected  to  his  majesty's 
luthority,  and  oontenmen  of  his  grace  and 
imaency,  and  being  proceeded  against 
rith  the  utmost  severity.  The  same  day, 
17  another  proclamation^  the  council  Adl 
oal  upon  the  poor  commons  who  had  been 
It  BoUiwelly  for  not  taking  the  bond,  and 
[ire  them  until  the  first  of  Jannaiy  next 
o  take  ity  providing  they  come  in  and  sa- 
isfy  the  lords  of  justiciary  between  and 
hen,  of  the  reasonableness  of  their  excuse 
or  delaying  to  take  it  hitherto,  and  after 
hat  shut  all  doors  of  mercy  against  re- 
Bserib  I  have  annexed  it  below.*  It  ih  a 
-ery  iU-natured  and  fiery  paper,  unworthy 
if  the  gravity  of  the  king,  in  whose  name 
t  runs^  and  makes  him  scold  and  speak 


r  i^rodamatkm  anent  the  rebels  wfut  katfe  not  yd 

taken  the  bond,  Noveinher  \'^k,  l(fi». 
AariM,  by  the  gniee  of  God,  kini^  of  Great 
)Htahi,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
altb,  to  macera,  or  messenccr*  at 

nofl,  aur  BberifTs  in  that  part,  conjunctly  and 
•fcrally,  tpadally  ronetitiit^,  gr^rtini^:  the 
Htellioisi  aod  insolent  rUini^  at  BothvreU- 
rMce,  was  so  far  from  hindering  ub  from  cori- 
iiHiing  our  elemeney  and  indulgence,  to  such 
a  had  ao  ill  deaerTtd  of  as  formerly,  then  when 
I  waa  In  our  power  to  have  extirpated  that  hi- 
almt  and  vhlous  crew;  jret  to  convince  the 
rarld  and  them,  that  our  former  favourj  had 
ot  proeeeded  A*om  force,  but  from  clemency, 
nil  Deioc  deflirous  that  this  our  etrmency  should 
«V»  at  last  eonrlDoed  them,  whom  we  were 
flwilling  to  destroy,  because  they  were  our  an- 
ient and  native  suMects,  who  if  they  were  not 
lifmageW  misled,  should  rather  venture  their 
lt«s  and  fortunes  for  as,  than  for  these  Tain  and 
Mdy  preachers,  whom  all  the  rest  of  the  pro- 
Ntant  ehttrrhes  disown,  and  whose  only  quar- 
rf  la,  that  we  will  not  allow  them  to  be  them- 
ritea  chief  rulers :  we  did  by  a  most  remark- 
Ma  and  unexpected  proclamation,  not  only 
■iBYe  our  indulgencea  to  those  who  had  not 
een  engaged  In  that  execrable  rebellion,  but 
wMi  to  those  engaged  therein ;  requiring  only 
faoeb  aa  were  not  heritors,  or  mInisterH,  that 
hay  sImniM  oblige  themsdves  not  to  rise  in  arms 
galnat  ua  or  our  authority.  Notwithstanding 
rhaiauf,  a  great  part  of  the  said  rebels  have  not 
t  yet  taken  the  said  bond,  though  conceived  in 
I  gentle  and  easy  terms,  and  In  which  we  de- 
nned as  much  the  securitr  of  their  native 
Nmtry  at  of  oar  ovm  authority.  But  because 
lany  of  these  who  have  not  taken  the  bond,  do 
rafSeaa  that  their  not  taking  of  it  was  occasion- 
1  by  want  of  lawful  intimation,  or  by  their 
icBiMas,  and  that  they  have  other  legal  defences 
r  naaonable  excuses;  and  we  being  equally 
thrilling  to  preclude  our  people  from  any  legal 
llbnee,  and  from  offering  their  reasonable  ex- 
BKs  and  verifications  thereof,  or,  on  the  other 
arty  to  have  our  authority  baffled  by  surh  as 
ave  evcfi  eontemned  our  clemency  :  therpfore 
tpeereat  both  tbeae,  we  hereby  comtnund  all 


against  those  poor  people,  in  the 
style  of  Fishmarket  and  Billingsgate.  ^^^^' 
They  are  termed  an  insolent  and  vitious 
crew,  their  preachers  are  made  Tain  and 
g^ddy,  and  disowned  by  all  the  rest  or 
the  protestant  churches ;  and  such  as  con- 
tinue to  refuse  after  the  day,  are  declared 
enemies  to  human  society;  and  ail  who 
harbour  and  reset  them,  are  to  be  proceed- 
ed against  as  enemies  to  king  and  country. 
Some  obserre,  that  the  advocate  was  now 
come  down,  and  his  tartness  runs  through 
this  paper.  Tliis  is  what  ofiers  to  me  as  to 
the  state  of  presbyterians,  and  this  third 
and  short  indulgence.  Some  hints  as  to 
favours  done  to  some  particular  presbyteriau 
gentlemen,  and  about  the  prisoners,  will 
come  in  ere  I  end  this  section. 

'  our  officers,  both  In  burgh  and  land,  and  the 
officers  of  our  miiitia,  and  standing  foixea*  to 
seize  and  apprehend,  and  our  reapective  judges 
competent  to  proceed  according  \o  law,  against 
such  aa  were  in  the  rebellion,  and  who  have  not 
yet  given  in  the  said  bond  before  the  diets  men- 
tione<l  in  our  last  proclamation,  dated  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  Julv  last ;  or  who  shall 
not  give  in  to  our  justices,  betwixt  and  the  lirst 
day  of  January  next,  in  the  year  1(380,  the  said 
bond  with  the  verifications  of  their  reasonable 
excusea,  and  thereby  satisfy  the  lords  of  Justici- 
nry,  that  their  not  taking  of  it  at  the  former 
diet  proceeded  not  from  their  contempt ;  Siidcm- 
uifylng  hereby  fully  such  as  not  being  ministers 
or  heritors,  and  others  not  excepted  In  our 
former  proclamations,  a^  shall  satisfy  the  com- 
missioners of  our  justiciary,  and  shall  be  allowed 
by  them  to  take  the  said  bond  in  manner  fore- 
said,  and  for  ever  excluding  all  such  from  our 
mercy  and  favour,  as  have  been  in  the  said  re- 
bellion, and  have  not  either  taken  the  said  bond 
before  the  diets  contained  in  our  last  proiJama- 
tion,  or  shall  not  take  the  same  betwixt  and  the 
time  as  aforesaid :  and  we  are  confident  all 
honest  men  aod  good  Christiana  will  concur 
against  those  obstinate  rebels^  as  eiiemiea  not 
only  to  us,  but  to  all  human  aoclety,  and  who 
now  want  the  least  shadow  of  pretext  for  diso- 
bedience, or  irregularity.  Certifying  likewise 
hereby  all  heritors  who  shall  keen  any  of  the 
Raid  reliels  upon  their  ground,  ta  all  others  who 
shall  harbour  or  reset  them,  that  they  shall  be 
proeeeded  against  with  all  the  severity  that  law 
ran  allow,  as  enemies  to  us  and  their  native 
country.  Our  will  is  berefore,  and  we  charge 
you  strictly,  and  command,  that  incontimnit 
these  our  Icttera  seen,  ye  pass  to  the  market- 
cross  of  Edinburgh,  and  other  places  needful, 
and  there  in  our  name  and  authority,  by  open 
proclamation,  make  publication  of  the  premises, 
that  none  pretend  iguoranoe ,  and  ordain  these 
presents  to  bo  printed.  G  iven  under  our  signet, 
at  Edinburgh,  the  thirteenth  day  of  November, 
1679,  aud  or  our  reign  the  thirty-first  year, 

Ai..  Giaaow,  Ci..  s«cc.  eo\w\\\. 

God  SAvi  TUit  tiwg. 
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Another  matter  of  importuire  this 
jear  which  I  have  left  to  this  eection, 
h  the  debates  betwixt  some  of  our  noblemeD 
at  London,  and  the  attacks  made  upon  the 
administration  of  the  duke  of  Lauderdale, 
with  some  consequences  of  those.  I  have 
once    and   again   touched  at   those,  and 


lo3ral  suljeeti^  caoBot  but  bo  eaasiUy 
troubled  and  affected,  to  see  such  a  person, 
notwithstanding  of  the  repeated  addresses 
of  your  late  parliament^  oontinued  in  your 
council  at  this  time^  when  the  aAoxi  of 
your  kingdom  require  none  to  be  set  in 
such   employmentB^   but  such  aa  are  of 


n'ould  incline  to  have  left  this  entirely  to  :  known  abilities,  interest,  and  esteens  in  the 
our  civil  historians,  were  there  not  some  :  nation,  without  all  suspicioa  of  either  mis- 
things  in  the  opening  of  that  debate,  which  |  taking  or  betraying  the  true  interest  of  the 
confirm  the  preceding  part  of  this  history,  I  kingdoms,  and  consequently  of  advising 
and  give  light  to  the  state  of  presbyteriaus. '  yoiv  miyesty  iU.  We  do  therefore  beseech 
We  have  ahready  heard  somewhat  of  the  \  your  migesty,  for  the  taking  away  of  the 
struggle  in  the  parliament  of  England  for  greatjealousies  and  dissatisfiustions  amongst 
liberty,  and  the  protestant  religion,  which  your  good  subjects,  who  are  oppressed  with 
they  took  to  be  in  hazard ;  and  of  the  great  grief  and  sorrow,  that  your  auyes^ 
strong  current  there  against  the  dukes  of   will  be  gramously  pleased  to  remove  the 


York  and  Lauderdale.  The  first,  by  his 
pretences  to  the  succession,  brought  all 
valuable  to  men  and  Christians  in  Englaud, 


duke  of  Lauderdale  firom  your  mi^iesty*ff 
councils  iu  your  majesty's  kingdoms  of 
England  and  Scotland,  and  from  all  offioei^ 


to  the  utmost  haxard ;  and  the  other  is  not  |  employments^  and  places  of  trust,  and  Iiqbi 
a  little  subservient  to  the  same  design,  by  I  your  majesty's  presence  for  ever." 
his  arbitrary  and  oppressive  methods  in  the  |  The  king  would  not  be  shaken  from  hit 
Scots  administration.  Things  ripened  Sr  brother's  succession,  and  kept  lAuderdals 
gainst  Lauderdale  gradually,  until  Uie  house  |  still  about  him,  and,  rather  than  part  with 
of  commons  upon  the  29th  of  May,  presenU  ,  so  good  friends,  he  dismissed  his  par* 
ed  the  following  addrees  to  the  king.  |  liament,  and   so   ended  the  designed  ex^ 

"  We  your  majesty's  most  loyal  and  duti-  !  elusion  and  prosecution  of  Lauderdale  this 
ful  subjects,  the  commons  in  this  present  { session. 

parliament  assembled,  finding  your  majes-  i  •  Our  nobility  in  Scotland  who  were  more 
ty's  kingdoms  involved  in  inuniuent  dan- ;  nearly  concerned  in  the  oppressiotis  of  the 
gen  and  great  difficulties,  by  the  evil  do-  j  duke  of  Lauderdale  and  his  party,  were 
signs  and  pernicious  counsels  of  some  who  ,  waiting  a  favourable  opportunity  to  table 
liave  been,  and  still  are  in  high  places  of  their  grievances  before  the  king,  thoqgh  in 
trust  and  authority  about  your  royal  per- ;  their  former  attempt  they  had  not  suo- 
son,  who,  contrary  to  the  duty  of  their  •  ceeded.  Accordingly,  thia  spring,  duke 
places,  by  their  arbitrary  and  destructive  i  llamiUon  went  up  again  to  court  The 
counsels,  tending  to  the  subversion  of  the  marquis  of  Athole,  and  Sir  J<^ui  Coafan\|H^ 
rights,  liberties,  and  properties  of  your  sub-  and  some  others  I  find  there  in  Jun^  and 
jocts,  and  the  alteration  of  the  protestant '  Sir  Geoi;ge  Lockhart^  and  Sir  John  Cufr- 
religion  established,  have  endeavoured  to  ,  ningham,  two  of  our  most  noted  lawyer^ 
alienate  the  hearts  of  your  good  subjects    came  up ;  and  the  king's  advocate  upon  the 


from  your  majesty,  and  your  government. 


other  side.    When  duke  Hamilton  and.  tbs 


which  we  by  our  duty  are  bound  to  pre-   rest  got  access  to  the  kii^,  they  laid  before 


serve.  We  have  just  reason  to  accuse  John 
duke  of  l^nderdale  for  a  chief  promoter  of 
such  Gonnselft,  and  more  particularly  for 
contriving  and  endeavouring  to  raise  jea- 
lousies and  misunderstandings  between  this 
your  majesty's  kingdom  and  Scotland, 
whereby  hostilities  might  have  ensued  and 
Mrisen  between   both  nations,  if  not  pre- 


veuted:  wherefore,  we  your  majesty's  moat  \imicri  \t  Ver*. 


him  their  complaints  and  grievances.  They 
were  printed  at  this  time  under  the  title  of 
"  blatters  of  Fact,"  &a  The  printed  copy 
is  a  little  incorrect ;  aud  1  have  set  it  right 
by  two  or  three  copies  I  have  of  it  ia 
manuscript.  Tliis  b  a  paper  of  such  im- 
portance as  deserves  a  room  in  the  body 
of  this  history,  though  pretty  long :  and  I 
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"  SomeparHaUar  maiten  affhet  relating  to 
ike  mdmihmtraHon  cfaffuAn  m  SeoHaiuif 
ymder  the  duke  of  LaudereUUe,  hmmbfy 
tiered  to  ytmr  majesty  8  considBraHon^  m 
obetBemce  to  ycmr  royai  eommand, 

"  Tlie  doke  of  Lauderdale  did  gvoeely  mie- 
rtpMaent  to  joor  majealy  the  ocNidition  of 
Aa  wmUm  oomitiea,  as  if  they  liad  been 
ftfe  a  atate  of  rebellion,  though  there  had 
btea  Baver  any  opposition  made  to  your 
nileaty'a  anthority,  nor  any  renatance  of- 
t&fed  to  yoor  foroet,  nor  to  the  execution 
of  the  law.    But  ho  pmrpoaing-  to  abuse 
ydnr  majesty,  that  so  he  might  oarryon 
bla  anristroin  designs  by  yoar  authority, 
adviaed  jrour  nwjesty  to  raise   an  army 
agjriinst  your  peaeeable  subj^iets;  at  least 
did  firaraa  a  letter,  which  was  sent  to  your 
majfsty,  to  be  signed  by  your  royal  hand, 
l#that  effect;  which  being  sent  down  to 
the  council,  orders  were  thereupon  given 
Mtt  Ibr  raising  an  army  of  eight  or  nine 
tiwuwnd  men;  the  greatest  part  whereof 
«Fere  Highlanders.    And  notwithstsnding, 
tiS^tfrertthis  thFeatening,  the  nobility  and 
Igfestiy  of  that  country  did  send  to  Edin> 
M^gli^  and  for  the  security  of  the  peace, 
lid  offer  to  engage,  that  whosoever  should 
kWvent  to  put  the  laws  in  ezeoution,  should 
Miet  with  no  afiont ;  and  that  they  would 
iNBoome  hoatages  for  their  safety.    Yet  this 
Mpny  was  marched  and  led  into  a  peaceable 
MMMiy,  and  did  take  free  quarters,  accord- 
ifl|^  to  thor  commissions;    and  in  most 
platfea  tovM  great  sums  of  money  under 
)lki  notiwi  of  dry  quarters;  and  did  plunder 
lM'W>b  your  suljects;  of  which  no  redress 
MM'  be  obtained,  though  complaints  were 
M|(ieiitly  made.    All  which  was  expressly 
Mthuy  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom.    In 
l&aae  quarteringB,  it  was  apparent,  that 
li^mrd  was  only  had  to  that  duke's  private 
iMttioaties;  for  the  greatest  part  of  those 
iHmcn  that  were  most  quartered  in,  and  de- 
itroyvd,  had  been  guilty  of  none  of  the 
Md  oonrenticles  complained  of;  and  many 
if'  the  places  that  were  most  guilty,  were 
ipared  upon  private  considerations.     The 
Mftjecta  were  at  that  time  required  to  sub- 
itiribo  an  exorbitant  and  illegal  bond,  which  < 
iraa  impossiU^  to  be  performed  by  them^  ' 
tbei  their  wivee,  children,  and  servaota,  1 


their  tcnania  and  their  wives»  chil- 
dren, and  servants,  should  live  or*         * 
deriy,  according  to  law,  not  go  to  conventi- 
cles, nor  entertain  vagrant  preachers,'  with 
several  other  particulars;  by  which  bond 
those  who  signed  it,  were  made  liable  for 
every  man's   fault  that  lived  upon  their 
ground.      Your   majesty's   subjects    were 
chaiged  with  lawborrows, denounced  rebels; 
and  captions  were  issued  out  for  seizing  their 
persons,  upon  their  refusing  to  sign  the  fore- 
said bond;  and  the  nobility  and  gentry  there 
who  bad  ever  been  faithful  to  your  ma- 
jesty,  and  had  appeared  in  arms  for  sup- 
pressing the  last  rebellion,  were  disarmed 
upon  oath ;  a  proclamation  was  also  issued 
forth,  forbidding  them,  under  great  pen- 
alties, to  keep  any  hcnt  above  four  pounds 
ten  groats  price.     The  nobility  and  gentry 
in  the  shire  of  Ayr  were  also  indicted  at 
the  instance  of  yonr  majesty's  advocate,  of 
very  high  crimes  and  misdemeanoni^  where- 
of some  did  import  treason.    Their  indict- 
ments were  delivered  them  in  the  eveniog, 
to  be  answered  by  them  next  moraing  upon 
oath.    And  when  they  did  demand  two  or 
three  days'  time  to  consider  their  indict- 
ments, and  craved  the  benefit  of  lawyers  to 
advise  with  in  nutters  of  so  high  oonoeni- 
ment,  and  also  excepted  against  their  being 
put  to  swear  against  themselves  in  matters 
that  were  capital,  which  was  contrary  to 
law  and  justice;    all  those  their  desires 
were  rejected,  though  the  like  had  never 
been  done  to  the  greatest  malefiustors  in 
the  kingdom.     And  it  was  told  them,  they 
must  either  swear  instantly,  or  they  would 
repute  them  guilty,  and  proceed  according- 
ly.   The  noblemen  and  gentiemen  know- 
ing themselves  innooent  of  all  that  had 
been  surmised  against  them,    did    puige 
themselves  by  oath  of  all  the  particulars 
that    were    objected  to  them,  and  were 
thereupon    acquitted.      And    though    the 
committee  of  council  used  the  severest  way 
of  inquiry  to  discover  any  sedition  or  trea- 
sonable designs  which  were  pretended  as 
the  grounds  of  leading  in  that  army  to 
those  countries,  yet  nothing  could  ever  be 
proved.    So  false  was  that  suggestion,  con- 
cerning the  rebellion  then  deaigoedi  that 
was  offered  to  your  ma^«%ty,  «bA  ^t^^v\^ 
M-ith   you  for  sending  X\«  iotfm«Ck>aMaft^ 
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letter.  The  opprewion  and  quarter- 
'  iii|^  still  contiauiDg,  the  noblemen 
and  i^ntlemen  of  those  countries  went  to 
Edinboi^h,  to  represent  to  your  council 
the  heavy  pressures  that  they  and  their 
people  lay  under;  and  were  ready  to  offer 
to  them  all  that  law  and  reason  could  re- 
quire of  them  for  securing  the  peace.  The 
cooncil  did  immediately,  upon  their  appear- 
ance there,  set  forth  a  proclamation,  requir- 
ing them  to  depart  the  town  in  three  days, 
upon  the  highest  pains.  And  when  the 
duke  of  Hamilton  did  petition  to  stay  two 
or  three  days  longer  upon  urgent  aflhirB,  it 
was  refused.  When  B<mie  persons  of  quaU 
ity  had  declared  to  the  duke  of  Lauderdale, 
that  they  would  go  and  represent  their  con- 
dition to  your  miyesty,  if  they  could  not 
have  justice  from  your  ministers;  for  pre- 
venting that,  a  proclamation  was  set  out, 
forbidding  all  the  subjects  to  depart  the 
kingdom  without  license,  that  so  your  ma^ 
jesty  might  not  be  acquainted  with  the 
sad  condition  of  your  subjects:  a  thii^ 
without  all  precedent  and  law,  to  cut  off 
your  subjects  from  making  application  to 
your  majesty;  nor  less  contnuy  to  your 
majesty's  true  interest  (who  must  be  always 
the  refuge  of  yoiu*  people)  than  to  the  na* 
tural  right  of  the  subject 

"  The  former  particulars  relate  to  the  in- 
\'asion  of  the  rights  of  great  numbers  of 
your  subjects  all  at  once;  what  follow, 
have  immediately  fkllen  upon  some  single 
persons,  yet  are  such  as  your  whole  people 
apprehend  they  may  all  be  upon  the  slight- 
est oc-casions,  brought  under  the  like 
mischiefs. 

'*  The  conncil  hath,  upon  many  occasions, 
proceeded  to  a  new  kind  of  punishment, 
of  declaring  men  incapable  of  all  public 
trust ;  concerning  which,  your  majesty  may 
remember  what  complaints  the  duke  of 
Lauderdale  made,  when  during  the  earl  of 
Middleton's  administration,  he  himself  was 
put  under  an  incapacity  by  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment. The  words  of  his  paper  against  the 
earl  of  Middieton  are.  Incapacitating  was  to 
whip  with  scorpions,  a  punishment  intend- 
ed to  rob  men  of  their  honour,  and  to  lay  a 
hutingatain  upon  them  and  their  posterity,' 
Ac    And  if  thii  was  bo  complained  of, 


when  done  by  the  high  court  of  parliament, 
your  majesty  wmj  easily  conclude  It  cm- 
not  be  done  in  any  lower  court :  bat  not- 
withstanding it  is  become  of  late  yean  an 
ordinary  aentenoe  of  oonncil,  when  the 
least  complaints  are  brought  in  against  any 
with  whom  the  dnko  of  Landerdala  or  hit 
brother  are  offended. 

Instances  of  this  are, 

"The  declaring  of  twelve  honest  and 
worthy  eitiaens  of  Edinburgh  incapable  of 
public  trust,  against  whom  no  complaiat 
was  ever  made  to  this  day,  as  your  majesty 
will  perceive  by  another  paper  to  be  offered 
to  you  conoeming  that  affair:  the  true 
cause  of  it  was,  that  these  men  being  is 
the  magistracy,  the  duke  of  Lauderdale 
and  his  brother  could  not  get  a  vast  hribs 
from  them  oat  of  the  town's  money,  which 
was  afterward  obtained  when  they  were 
removed. 

''The  provoetB  of  Glasgow,  Aberdeen, 
and  Jedburgh  were  put  under  the  same 
sentence  for  signing  a  letter  to  your  auh 
jesty,  in  the  oonvention  of  boivowa,  with 
the  rest  of  that  body:  which  letter  waa  ad- 
vised by  him  who  is  now  your  majesty's 
advocate,  as  that  which  had  nothing  in  it 
which  could  bring  them  under  any  guih; 
and  yet  these  three  were  singled  out  of  the 
whole  number,  and  incapacitated,  besides  a 
high  fine  and  a  long  imprisonment;  as  your 
majesty  will  more  folly  perceive  by  another 
paper  to  be  offered  to  yon. 

«  Sir  Patrick  Hume  of  Polworth,  being 
sent  by  the  shire  of  Berwidc,  to  complsin 
of  some  illegal  proceedings  and  to  obtain  a 
legal  remedy  to  them,  whidi  he  did  only  in 
the  conunon  form  of  law,  was  also  deolsrcd 
incapable  of  public  trust,  besidei  many 
months'  imprisonment. 

*^  The  provost  of  Linlithgow,  beii^  com- 
plained of,  for  not  furnishing  some  of  yonr 
forces  with  baggage^horses,  was  cnllod  be- 
fore the  council ;  and,  because  he  said,  they 
were  not  bound  by  law  to  furnish  horMS 
in  such  manner,  he  was  immediately  d»> 
Glared  incapable  of  public  trust,  and  was 
both  fined  and  imprisoned. 

**  There  are  abo  about  fifty  in  the  town 
.of  St  Johnston  incapacitate,  upon  a  very 
\  ii\e|p\  ^vet/sncA  \  «d  lilbiX  iX'>a  i^smnx  ^auim- 
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jUn  Ar.4h«n  to  And  •  BHfid«nt  iwiiiber  of 
fjjtiMos.ior  Um  public  aagiatnwgF  of  that 

f*  Your  tuljecl*  we,  ■wnrtiMin  upon 
Ifg1il».nd  sometime*  vpon  no  gromid,  im- 
naaed.  end  are  often  kept  prMonera  mmy 
Mwths  and  yearly  noCking  beingf  objected 
0  them,  and  are  required  to  enter  them- 
elrea  priaonerB,  which  if  contrary  to  law. 
t  waa  in  the  former  article  expressed, 
iMt  many  of  the  persona  deolared  incapable 
f  foblio  tms^  did  sls6  rafi^r  nnprison- 


''^        And,  Besides  ihese  uutances, 

^rLieatenant  general  Dmnunond,  whose 
mintit  loyalty  and  great  services  are  well 
Mflm  lo  your  migesty,  was  required  to 
Otsr  lumself  priaoner  in  the  castle  of 
taibarton*  where  he  was  kept  a  year  and 
nimJifp  and  was  made  efese  priaoner  for 
hree  months  of  that  time,  and  yet  nothing 
Ma«¥er'Ol)iectod  against  him  to  thb  day, 
•tijnstilf  that  usage.  My  lord  Cardrois 
tm,  ufon  Us  lady's  keepbg  two  conren- 
iska  in  her  own  house,  at  which  he  was 
Mpnaen^  fined  in  1,111  pounds  sterling 
tW-  print  copy  bears  11,000  pounds)  and 
•th  botn  kept  now  fonr  years  prisoner  in 
ll»:4Ballo  of  Edinburgh,  where  he  still 
SVaina.  though  he  has  often  petitioned. 
Mi  Sir  Patridc  Hume  hath  been  now 
.A  year  imprisoned  a  second  time, 
b  yet  laid  to  his  chaige. 

""  Besides  these  illegal  imprisonments,  the 
Ikara  of  your  miyesty's  forces  carry  fre- 
pMil^  warrants  with  them,  for  apprehend- 
■f  loJF  penoas  that  are  under  no  legal  cen- 
■r^.Mor  have  been  so  much  as  cited  to 
Ipmlra  which  pnta  many  of  your  sabjects 
i^Mlar  great  foars,  especiaily  upon  what  was 
one  in  council  about  three  years  ago. 

^'C^gHmik  Carstain,  a  person  now  well 
■a^h  known  to  yonr  majesty,  did  entrap 
flw'  Mr  Kirkton,  an  outed  minister,  into  a 
of  Edinburgh,  and  did  violentiy 
him,  upon  design  to  have  extorted 
money  from  him ;  the  noise  of  this 
to  Mr  Bailie  of  Jerriswood,  brother- 
n-kw  to  the  said  Mr  Kirkton,  he  came  to 
he  house,  and  hearing  him  cry  murder, 
■arier,  fonsed  open  the  chMtaher  door, 
be  Awnd  the  atptu'u  and  his  brother- 
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in-law  grappling.  The  captain  pre.  .^^^ 
tended  he  had  a  warrant  against  Mr 
Kirkton,  and  Mr  Bailie  desired  him  to  show 
it,  and  promised  all  obedience  should  begiyen 
it,  and  that  he  himself  would  assist  him  in 
executing  of  it  But  the  captun  refusing 
to  do  it,  Mr  Kirkton  was  rescued ;  whidi 
was  only  the  delivering  a  man  out  of  the 
hands  of  a  robber,  which  nature  obliges  all 
men  to  do,  especially  being  Joined  with  so 
near  a  relation.  The  captain  complained 
of  that  to  the  council,  and  my  lord  Hahon 
with  others  were  appointed  to  examine 
witnesses.  When  it  was  brought  before 
the  council,  the  dnke  of  Ilamikon,  the 
earls  of  Morton,  Dumfries  and  Kincardine, 
my  lord  Clochran  and  6$ir  Archibald  Vnm- 
rose  register,  desired  that  the  report  of  the 
examination  might  be  read ;  but  that,  not 
serving  their  ends,  was  denied ;  and  these 
lords  delivered  their  opinion,  that  since 
Carstain  did  not  show  any  n'arrant,  nor 
was  clothed  vi-ith  any  public  character,  it 
was  no  opposing  of  pnblio  authority  in  Mr 
Bailie  to  rescue  his  brother-in-law.  Yet 
Mr  Bailie  was  for  this  fined  in  six  thou- 
sand merks,  or  three  hundred  and  eighteen 
pounds  sterling,  and  kept  long  prisoner; 
and  these  lords  were  upon  that  so  repre- 
sented to  your  majesty,  that,  by  the  duke  of 
Lauderdale's  procurement,  they  were  turn- 
ed out  of  the  council,  and  out  of  all  com- 
mand in  the  militia.  And  it  can  be  made 
appear,  that  the  captain  at  that  time  had  no 
warrant  against  Mr  Kirkton,  but  procured 
it  after  the  violence  was  committed,  and 
it  was  antedated  to  serve  the  turn  at  that 
time.  This  manner  of  proceeding  hath 
ever  since  put  your  subjects  unaer  sad 
apprehensions. 

•*  There  is  one  other  particular  offered  to 
your  majesty's  consideration,  concerning  the 
way  of  using  prisoners.  There  were  four- 
teen men  taken  at  a  field  conventicle,  who 
without  being  legally  convicted  of  that  or 
any  other  crime,  were  secretly,  and  in  the 
night  taken  out  of  prison,  by  a  warrant 
Higned  by  the  eari  of  UnlithgOM*,  lords 
Halton  and  Collington,  and  were  delivered 
to  captain  Maitiand,  who  had  been  page  to 
the  duke  of  l-«uderdale,  but  was  then  a 
French  officer,  and  wia  maaMn^  \&a  \«Ti^ 
in  Scotland,  and  were  c«rneA  w«  V^  ^^ 
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Borvioe  of  the  French  king»  in  the  | 
year  IGiO.* 

**  The  council  bath,  upon  many  oecwioni, 
proceeded  to  moet  unreasonahle  and  arbi- 
trary finei,  either  for  ulight  offences^  or  for 
offenceB,  where  the  fine  is  reg^ulated  by 
law,  which  they  have  nerer  considered 
when  the  persons  were  not  acceptable  to 
them.  So  the  lord  Cardross  was  fined  in 
twenty  thousand  merks,  that  is,  1111 
pounds  sterling,  for  his  bidy's  keeping  two 
conTenttdes  in  her  house,  and  christening 
his  child  by  an  oated  minister,  without  his 
knowledge.  The  proTost  formerly  men- 
tioned. Bailie  of  Jerviswood,  with  many 
more,  were  also  fined  without  any  regard 
of  law. 

^  The  council  has  at  several  times  pro> 
ceeded  to  the  taking  of  gentlemen's  dwell- 
ing^Mrases  from  them,  and  putting  garri- 
sons in  them,  in  time  of  peace,  contnary  to 
law.  In  the  year  1675,  it  was  designed 
against  twelve  of  your  majesty's  subjecti, 
and  was  put  in  execution  in  the  house  of 
the  earl  of  Calendar,  lord  Cardross  and 
lady  Lumsden,  and  was  again  attempted  in 
the  year  167S.  And  houses  belonging  to 
the  lairds  of  Cesnock,  Balquhan,  and  Kow- 
allan,  were  possessed  by  soldiers,  and  de- 
clared to  be  garrisons:  nor  did  it  rest  there, 
but  orders  were  sent  from  the  council- 
board,  requiring  the  counties  about  these 
houses  to  furnish  them  for  the  soldiers' 
use,  and  to  supply  them  with  many  neces- 
saries, manifestly  contrary  to  law.  It  ^'as 
against  this  that  Sir  Patrick  Hume  came  to 
desire  a  remedy ;  and  common  justice  being 
denied  him,  he  used  a  legal  protestation  in 


Original  letter,  Mr  John  Carsttares  to  Mr  Robert 

M'WanU  February  16/A,  1676. 
My  dearest  brother,  you  ulao  doubtlease  heard 
of  the  giving  away  12  or  14  of  the  poor  men  that 
lav  to  longe  priionem  here  In  the  tolbooth,  for 
being  found  hearing  an  outed  minister  preach  the 
gospell,  to  a  french  captain,  an  unusuall  barbarity, 
they  are  in  effect  thrust  out  from  the  inheritance  of 
the  Lord,  and  bidden  g«»e  nrrt  other  gods.  There 
is  some  talke  here,  but  1  think  without  ground,  as 
if  the  dutch  had  catched  them.  Largo  was 
fined  last  thursday  in  4000  merks,  and  .HOD  for 
hearing  and  receating  Mr  \Vel«h  into  his  house, 
■everalT  persons  ar  cited  against  to>morrow  to 
the  oouncell,  for  faaving  been  found  at  conventi- 
cles long  since, — your  friend  was  with  us  last 
Lord's  day,  with  some  few  others,  and  some  of 
t^ese  perBona  cited  lurafnst   to-morrow.— J  ac 


the  ordinary  fern  of  law,  and  was  there> 
npon  kept  many  mcmths  a  prisoner,  and 
deehuvd  incapable  of  all  public  trost,  as 
was  formeriy  mentioned. 

**  There  is  another  particular,  which,  be- 
canae  it  is  so  odious,  is  unwillingly  touched; 
yet  it  is  necessary  to  inform  your  miyesty 
about  it,  for  thereby  it  will  i^pear,  that  tbs 
duke  of  Lauderdale  and  his  brother  have  is 
a  most  solemn  manner  broken  the  publir 
faith  that  was  given  in  your  majesty'ii 
name.  One  Bfitchell  being  put  in  prison, 
on  great  suspicion  of  his  having  attempted 
to  miunder  tiie  late  archbishop  of  St  An* 
drews,  and  there  being  no  evidence  against 
him,  warrant  was  given  by  the  dnke  of 
Lauderdale,  then  your  majesty's  commis- 
sioner, and  your  council,  to  promise  his 
his  life  if  he  would  confess,  whereupon  he 
did  confess :  and  yet,  some  year*  after,  that 
person  (who  indeed  did  deserve  many 
deaths,  if  there  had  been  evidence  against 
him)  was  upon  that  oonfessioD  convicted 
of  his  crime;  and  the  duke  of  Lauderdale 
and  his  brother  being  pot  to  it  by  him,  did 
swear,  that  they  neither  gave  nor  knew  of 
any  assurance  of  life  given  him.  And  when 
it  was  objected,  that  the  promise  was  upon 
record  in  the  council-books,  the  dnke  of 
Lauderdale  did  in  open  court,  when  he  was 
present  only  as  a  witness,  and  ought  to 
have  been  silent,  threaten  them,  if  thej 
should  proceed  to  the  examination  of  tiiat 
act  of  council,  which,  as  he  then  said,  might 
infer  perjury  in  them  who  had  sworn ;  and 
so  did  cut  off  the  proof  of  that  defence, 
which  had  been  admitted  by  the  court  as 
good  in  law,  and  sufficient  to  save  the 
prisoner  if  proved.  Tliis  man  was  hanged 
upon  the  evidence  of  that  confession  only 
though  the  promise  that  drew  it  from  him 
appears  upon  record,  and  can  be  proved  by 
many  witnesses,  and  other  clear  evidenreK. 
And  from  this  your  majesty  may  judge 
what  credit  can  be  given  to  such  men. 

**  We  do  not  at  present  enlarge  upon' 
other  particulars,  though  of  great  impor- 
tance, such  as  monopolies,  selling  places 
and  honours,  turning  men  of  known  intei 
grity  out  of  their  employments  and  offices, 
to  which  they  had  a  just  and  good  right 
during  t\i«Yr  Uvea,  the  \irofits  of  one  of  the 
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for  «mie  time,  Mid  applied  for  the  dnohcn 
of  Laaderdele'e  use;  the  treatiiig  about, 
aud  reoeiYiug  of  great  Uribes  by  the  duke 
and  dncheaa  of  Tiaiidwrdale^  and  the  lord 
Halton,  and  particularly  from  the  towns  of 
Edinbui^h,  Aberdeen,  Linlithgow,  and 
many  others^  for  procuring  from  your  m»- 
ieaty  warrants  for  illegal  impositions  within 
these  towns;  the  manifest  and  public  per- 
Tcrting  of  justice  in  the  session,  besides  the 
moat  signal  abuses  in  the  mint  and  copper 
ooiii,  that  are  most  grieyous  to  all  your 
snlgects:  but  the  number  of  these  is  so 
great,  and  they  would  require  so  many 
witaessea  to  be  brought  hither  for  proving 
them,  that,  we  fear,  it  would  too  much 
tr^uliJa  yonr  majesty  now  to  examine  them 
alL  But  your  miyesty  shall  have  a  full 
aociQont  of  them  afterward. 

*  One  thing  is  humbly  offered  to  your 
migesty,  as  the  root  of  those  and  many 
flther  oppressions,  which  is,  that  the  me- 
thod of  governing  the  kingdom  of  Scotland 
fer  several  years  has  been,  that  the  lord 
Halton  and  his  adherents  frame  any  letter 
that  they  desire  from  your  msyesty  to  your 
council,  and  send  it  to  the  duke  of  Lauder- 
dale, who  returns  it  signed  unto  them;  and 
this  ia  brought  unto  the  council;  upon 
which,  if  a  debate  at  any  time  arise,  cou- 
oeming  the  matter  of  the  letter,  as  being 
agmnat  or  without  law ;  aud  when  it  is  pro- 
poaed  that  a  representation  of  that  should 
bo  nmde  to  your  niajeaty,  then  the  lord 
Ualton,  in  his  insolent  way,  calls  to  have  it 
put  to  the  question,  as  if  it  were  a  crime  to 
have  any  warrant  debated,  or  represented 
to  your  miyesty,  which  is  procured  by  the 
duke  of  Lauderdale  or  himself;  and  this  is 
eehoed  by  his  party,  and  by  this  means  all 
tether  debating  is  stopped. 

*  There  are  some  other  particulars  re- 
laUog  to  many  of  these  heads,  that  are 
ready  to  be  offered  to  your  majesty  in 
<iliher  papers,  which  are  not  added  here, 
lest  your  majesty  should  now  bo  troubled 
with  too  long  a  paper." 

This  detul  of  matters  of  fact,  lays  open 
so  much  of  the  iniquity  of  this  period,  that 
h  deserves  particularly  to  be  noticed;  it 
certainly  contains  a  material  vindication  of 
the  people  at  Bothwell,  who  appeared  in 
defence  cf  rdigion  and  liberty.    The  paper 


was  formed  by  some  ofthe  best  hands  . 

in  the  kingdom,  and  keeps  close  to  a 
bare  narrative  without  any  reflection.  Had 
the  nobility  and  gentlemen  concerned  in  this 
paper  landed  many  things  narrated  at  the 
door  of  the  prelates,  as  well  as  Lauderdale's,  1 
conceive  the  representation  had  been  fuller, 
and  not  the  less  just  But  Shaip,  the 
prime  actor  in  many  of  them,  was  now  re- 
moved, and  this  method  would  not  have 
answered  their  purpose,  and,  it  may  be, 
would  in  some  measure  have  marred  it 
And  so  all  is  landed  iqMm  the  duke.  This 
one  thing  I  notice,  that  as  prelacy  in  8cot* 
land  was  one  great  source  and  occasion  of 
our  pressures  and  evils,  so  there  were  in 
England,  at  this  tinnc,  who  had  the  same 
views  of  prelacy  there.  And  witli  their 
essays  to  recover  their  civil  liberty,  were 
complaining  of  the  evil  influence  prelacy 
had  upon  their  civil  concerns^  It  must 
indeed  be  owned,  that  the  bishops  of 
England,  even  at  this  time,  and  much  more 
since  the  revolution,  have  been  fisur  better 
men.  Christians,  and  countrymen,  tlian  the 
prelates  in  Scotland;  yet  many  of  them 
siding  with  the  court  for  a  popish  succes- 
sor, and,  as  some  remark,  casting  the 
balance  against  the  bill  of  exclusion,  very 
much  diminished  tlieir  character;  and  it 
was  further  thought,  that  their  office,  as 
established,  was  no  small  hindrance  to  trade 
and  civil  liberty.  And  that  the  reader 
may  have  some  view  of  the  reasons  ad^ 
vanced  for  tliia^  I  have  insert  below*  a 


*  Aumxr  out  of  the  wttt  to  a  qyettiaa  out  ^  the 
north t  wherein  the  earth  it  o}ienedy  and  the  nap- 
km  found,  m  wfdck  the  trading  talent  cfthe  no- 
tion  hath  been,  tied  vp,  and  lain  hid  for  tome 
yeart  last  jtast  ;  for  want  of  which,  allvertans  in 
England,  from  the  ienani  to  tlic  laudwrd,  from 
the  uvntNTT  to  the  vutrchanif  Jiave  laaguu/ted  <f  a 
deep  consumption^ 

AboTa  all  tUogs  good  policv  is  to  bo  «Md,  that  Uie  trro. 
•ure  and  rnvney*  iu  a  lUato  b«  not  galbered  into  few 
handM,  for  othvrwbe  a  statu  may  have  a  great  ittwk, 
and  yet  starre ;  and  mon^  it  like  mnrk,  nut  ffood  px. 
cppt  it  be  ■pread.— Sir  F.  Baeon,  Bh.  of  Sedition  and 
TrouWoia  csaap.  xr.  p.  85k 

The  bltfssiogs  of  Judah  and  Uaachar  will  mnrer  meet, 
that  the  bame  people  or  nation  hhould  l>e  both  the 
llon*B  whelp»  and  the*  ara  between  two  burdena 
Neither  will  it  bo,  that  a  people  overlaid  with  taxes, 
iliouidevor  beoooM  nartial  aud  Tsliant^^ldenu  p. 
17& 

So  the  lilng  was  wroth,  and  railed  for  his  priests,  and 
said  onto  them.  If  ye  tell  me  not  who  it » that  hath 
devourad  th«M  ezpenass,  yo  shall  die.  And  the  king 
said,  1  see  the  footsteps  of  wen,  womon,  aad  cUldren : 
and  Uie  king  was  augn*  aaAUwk^kft  wWifta^^^ 
their  wives  aud  chVVdrvu,  w\m»  rtiovr^^  T^^.C^v^''^. 
door  where  they  c»B»\ii,aBAo«»«Mna4««^>»»v»* 
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paper  printed  and  banded  aboat  in 

*  England  at  this  time,  intituled,  **  An 

Answer  out  of  the  West  to  a  Question 

out  of  the  North,"   which   contains  the 


were  apon'tha  table.— Hist  of  Bell  and  the  Dragon. 

Sir, 

I  miut  heg  your  pardon  that  I  hare  so  lon^ 
tired  your  ezpectationa,  aiid  which  ia  worae, 
hare  altogether  foiled  them,  except  the  few 
aeraps  you  And  iu  thia  reply  will  atop  the 
mouth  of  your  iint  query ;  fur  aa  to  th«  four 
laat,  I  hare  neither  time  nor  capacity  to  aend 
you  any  thing  that  may  claim  the  title  of  a 
reaolve.  Yet  that  others  more  able,  may  con- 
tribute towarda  an  answer  to  your  so  aeasonable 
and  rational  demanda,  and  that  you  mav  not 
think  I  haTe  forgot  them,  I  ahaii  here  iuaert 
them  ill  order,  aa  y«>u  propoaed. 

Query  1.  Whether  the  great  cauae  of  impo- 
Teriahing  the  nation,  ruin  of  trade,  and  general 
vunaumptlun  of  comfort,  aettlement  and  content, 
which  hath  brought  the  land  to  a  mere  anatomy, 
fa  not  caused  by  the  pomp,  pride,  luxury,  exac- 
tion, and  oppreaaiona  of  tne  prelatea? 

Qui-ry  2.  Whether,  aince  all  other  reformed 
churcheM  in  Europe  did,  upon  the  firat  reforma- 
tion and  deoarture  from  poperv,  caat  out  all 
dioceaan  bishops,  name  and  thing,  root  and 
branch,  ta  an  office  altogether  popish,  t4^;ether 
with  all  their  hierarchical  appurtenaneea,  and 
do  to  thia  day  esteem  of  them  no  otherwise ; 
why  did  not,  or  doth  not  England  alao  do  the 
nice? 

Query  3.  Whether  the  several  reformed  coun- 
tries  beyond  tlie  seas,  did  not  take  into  the  hands 
of  their  supreme  goTernora  ail  the  lordly  reve- 
nues of  the  prelates,  and  reaerve  them  for  public 
use,  or  dispose  part  of  them  to  auch  persona  as 
had  well  deserved  of  them  in  the  faithful  service 
of  their  country ;  and  if  ao,  whether  it  might 
not  be  of  good  and  great  concern  to  this  king- 
dom, for  the  lordships  and  baronies  belonging 
to  ao  many  useless  jieraons,  to  be  disposed  of  by 
public  authority,  for  public  good;  and  more 
especially  for  the  honourable  maintenance  of 
those  worthy  persons,  and  their  posterity,  who 
have  lost  their  blood  and  eatatea  in  the  king's 
aervic^,  and  at  preaent  lie  under  great  disctiur- 
agemeiita,  and  bleeding  wounds  in  their  tempo- 
rals, for  want  of  a  suitable  recompense ;  whilst 
these,  who  pnt  them  all  together,  never  did  half 
the  service,  nor,  if  occasion  should  require,  never 
can,  aa  one  of  these  heroic  gentlemen,  yet,  as 
eccleaiastics,  are  rewarded  with  two,  three,  four, 
Ave,  six,  aeven,  and  eight  thonaand  pounds  per 
annum,  a  man  ? 

Query  4.  Whether,  in  those  kingdoms  and 
states  where  prelacy  is  extirpated,  and  a  prea- 
bytery  only  retained,  there  be  not  aa  godly,  able, 
orthodox  preachera,  and  aa  oonatant  preaching 
aa  in  this  kingdom  ;  and  more  especially,  whether 
their  tub)ecta  are  not  aa  cordially  obiwient,  and 
aa  free  from  any  rebellion,  aa  in  these  places, 
where  bishops  are  retained  ?  and  also,  whether 
their  rounclla  are  not  more  fVee  fram  molesta- 
tion, their  nobility  and  gentry  free  from  affronts, 
anil  the  commonalty  more  free  from  oppression, 
wthen  the  prdattB  are  dJasbled  from  sitting  In 


lai|[cst  detail  of  die  dvil  grieYanees 
flowing  from  the  hierarchy  there,  which 
I  bare  seen;  and  I  suppose  the  paper 
is   rare.     Uow  just   they   are,  I    must 


council,  from  pearfcing  above  the  nobles,  and 
from  impoalog  upon  tne  eommooa? 

Query  &  Whether  the  preaent  aUte  of  aflkin 
In  our  neighbour  nations,  especially  of  FTanee, 
who  have  a  prodlgloua  vlctorioua  army,  a  lleec 
still  lying  at  Rochel,  a  At  phKe  from  whenoe  to 
invade  us,  and  the  great  induatry  of  the  pops 
employed  to  divert  their  arma  flrom  Spain,  and 
turning  them  upon  aome  other  dcaicn ;  whether, 
1  aay,  it  be  not  reasonable  to  consider  of  moat 
way  to  engage  all  beans  and  hands  in  thia  na- 
tion unanlmoudy  to  oppose  all  invaaions,  rather 
than  to  multiply  diacouragementa  upon  the  body 
of  the  people  oy  epiacopal  oppreaaiona? 

In  answer  to  your  first,  T  am  by  many  rea- 
aona  Induced  to  conclude  In  the  affirmative,  that 
the  cause  of  Impoverishing  the  nation,  ruin  of 
trade,  and  general  conaumption  of  comfort,  set- 
tlement and  content.  Is  caused  by  the  pomp, 
pride,  luxury,  exaction,  and  oppression  of  the 
prelatea.  It  la  a  true  maxim  ot  the  learned  Ve- 
rulam,  "a  amaller  number  that  spend  more,  and 
earn  leaa,  do  wear  out  an  estate  sooner  than  a 
greater  number  that  live  lower,  and  gather 
more:  so  it  Is  with  an  overgrown  clergy,  for 
they  bring  nothing  to  the  stock.*'  ll»t  the 
trading  stock  of  the  nation  Is  devoured  in  thU 
prelatical  gulf,  I  shall  demonstrate,  bv  laying 
open  to  view  the  black  back-door,  and  aink  that 
hath  drained  the  trading  puree  dry. 

First.  The  rcpcnuci,  ffornp,  and  state  of  the  jm- 
tales, — There  are  two  provincial  art-hbishiips 
Canterbury  and  York  ;  with  their  princely  rr- 
tlnue,  domestic  chapUina,  officera  for  temporal 
tithea,  their  apiritual  officers,  virar-general, 
guardian  of  the  spiritualities,  dean  of  the  arches, 
with  all  their  under-officers  and  attendanta. 

Secondly.  Ilis  courts.  Court  ofJacuUics.   Court 
of  audience.      Prert}gative  court,      IMi'^atrs, — 
There  are  four  and  twenty  biahopa   diocesan, 
with  their  treina,  domeatic  servants,  chaplains, 
officers,  and  courts.     7  o  these  belong  S6  chan- 
cellors, and  their  attendanta,  24  registrars  with 
their  clerka,  24  gentlemen  apparitora,  120  infe- 
rior apparitors,  48  proctors.     There  are  under 
these  Dishops,  60  arch-deacons,  and  these  have 
60  courts,  to  which  belong  commissaries,  officials, 
snrrogatea,  60  registrars,  120  proctora,  200  appa- 
ritora.    So  that  the  number  belonclng  to  arch- 
blivhops,  bishopa,  archdeacons,  and  their  trade, 
are  judged  to  be  no  less  than  ten  thousand  per- 
sons ;  which  will  require,  for  their  maintenance, 
two  hundred  thousand  }>ound8  per  annum,  reck- 
oning them  at  twenty  pounds  a  man  ;  whereas 
some  of  them  have  one  hundred  pounds,  wvnt 
two  hundred  pounds,  some  four  hundred  jMunda, 
squeezed  out  of  the  poor  people.     Aa  lor  their 
standing  rents,  they  are  well  known.     Their 
lordly    palaces,    sumptuous    houses,    ecdesiaa- 
tical     dignities,    bRrniiies,    &r,    i-iis   et    mudis, 
such  Is  their  inctime,  that  it  amounts  at  least 
to  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  a 
year. 

They  have  many  other  ways  to  enrich  tbem- 
aelves,  and  impoverish  the  nation  ;  as  FirU,  By 
ordamVn^  dcaotm%  axxd  ixilaiaien  four  times  a 
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letffn  to    the  defenileni  of  that  oonstita- 

tiOD. 

Thb  paper, '' Puticular  Matters  of  Fact," 
te.  when  printed  and  spread,  made  a  great 


rmr  f«r  money,  hj  which  they  put  np  ymrly 
hundreds  of  pounds.  SeanuUu*  JBy  luttitutiiif^ 
and  inducUnc  parsons  and  vicars  to  beiiefic«« 
when  they  fall ;  for  every  such  InatituCion  and 
iDdnciion  they  have  three  pounds  at  least.  Aod 
In  EngUud  there  are  9,285  parishes ;  so  that  at 
the  rate  of  one  in  a  parish,  it  amounts  to  tweii- 
ty-^even  thousand  eight  hundred  fifty-flve 
pounda.  Thirdljf.  By  malting  rural  deans  yearly, 
and  for  the  oath  talcing,  thev  pay  eight  tthillingn 
and  aizpence.  t'ourlMy,  By  granting  Ilcensiss 
to  hcncnceJ  ministers,  to  preach  In  their  own 
cores:  though  thev  be  ordained  before,  and 
strictly  commanded  to  preach,  yet  they  must 
not  do  It  without  a  license,  and  this  license  cmtM 
them  ten  shillings,  so  that  In  g,S85  |MirIsht>s,  this 
comes  to  four  thousand  six  hundred  forty-two 
povnds  ten  shillings.  Fifthly*  By  granting 
hoeiMes  to  curates  to  preach  ;  licenses  for  school- 
masters to  teach  school ;  licenses  for  parish 
clerks ;  licenses  to  physicians  to  practise  pnysic ; 
llesodMS  to  mldwives  to  do  their  office;  and 
lieenaes  to  marry,  which  thing  of  itself  ariseth 
to  a  vast  revenue.  For  absolving  excommuni- 
cated persons.  For  putting  men  to  clear  them- 
sdvea  by  oath,  with  their  compurgators.  For 
commutation  of  nenance ;  for  so  the  rich  come 
off  with  a  round  sum  of  money,  but  the  poor 
doing  their  penance  in  kind,  must  stand  exoom- 
mnnicated  until  they  have  paid  their  fees. 
j&ucfiUy.  By  probates  of  wills,  and  granting  let- 
tcn  of  aoministration,  which  brings  in  con- 
stantly great  sums  of  money.  Seventhly.  By 
framing  new  articles,  and  forcing  church  war- 
dens to  present  upon  oath,  wherebv  many  inno- 
eent  persons  are  orought  into  their  courts,  and 
■quoczed  both  in  conscience  and  purse ;  and  so  is 
the  church  warden  also.  If  he  do  not  take  the 
oath  prepared  for  him. 

Bv  theirvirilatums /or  monejf.  First,  Church 
waroena  of  every  parish  in  K'ngland  and  chapel, 
an  called,  who  receive  a  book  of  articles  to  pre- 
sont  by ;  if  any  are  wanting,  they  are  vrarned  to 
appenr  at  their  courts  with  costs.  These  church 
wardens  pav  for  their  book  of  articles  every 
yMr,  (though  the  very  same)  as  also  for  writing 
their  presentments  by  a  derk  (which  they  them- 
adrea  oonld  do,  but  are  not  permittra)  two 
shillings  foorpence;  which  in  0,285  parishes 
comes  to  one  thousand  flfty-eight  pounds  odd 
money  yearly.  Secondly.  Ministers  that  are 
lieensied,  pay  one  shilling  eightpence,  or  there- 
abunts,  for  showing  their  licence  tu  preach,  to 
fbm  registrar,  at  every  bishop's  visitation,  though 
seen  and  allowed  before ;  after  that  four  &hill!ng« 
for  procuration,  to  the  bishop ;  and  to  tbe  gentle- 
man apparitor  eightpenre,  though  mosit  pay 
fwelvepence.  1  shsJl  omit  the  poor  curates' 
salt  and  service  at  this  court,  only  let  you  know, 
that  when  any  archbishop  comes  newly  to  Y«irk, 
sll  tbe  parsons  and  vicars  in  his  jurl«Mlu:tion, 
thmigh  never  so  poor,  and  their  charge  never  so 
great,  give  him  a  tenth  of  their  livings  for  a 
bcnoTolence,  to  help  the  poor  bishop  to  settle 
himself  in  five  or  six  thousand  pounds  a  year ; 
and  if  any,  yn,  the  metuift  wlemr,  whtmc  poor 
ekiUnn  wnuU  bntnl,  do  through  povvrty  omit 


noise.     And  July  11th,  tlie  council    ._g 
reccire  a  letter  from   Lauderdale 
about  it,  bearinff,  **  that  the  king  its  informed 
of  an  infiunous  libel,  n'rit  and  dispersed  at 


the  payment,  this  reverend  father  doth  pitifully 
whip  him  to  the  very  bones,  in  his  merciless 
spiritUHl  court. 

By  arch-dcactnu*  lisittUions,  'ilisse  are  twice 
a  year.  At  Easter  viiiiution  the  ministers  pay 
their  paschal  rents,  or  synodals,  which  sums  are 
not  alike  to  all ;  some  pay  5<i,  some  Jess.  At 
MichaelmsH  they  pav  procurations;  some  seven 
shillingN,  some  ten  shillings,  some  less.  But  it 
is  judged  that  ministers  fmy  yearly  at  viutations, 
five  thousand  |»ounds,  aud  upwards. 

Ijy  the  txist  charaet  in  collegiate  churches. 
There  are  twenty-sFx  great  deans  with  their 
attendants  and  servants  five  hundred  and  forty - 
four  canons,  residents  and  prebendaries,  with  u 
numerous  train  of  vicars,  petty  canons,  singing 
men  and  boys,  choriHters,  organists,  gospellers, 
epistlem,  vergers.  Now  this  jovial  crew  have 
belonging  to  tlicm,  about  four  hundred  thousand 
pounds  yearly,  in  lands,  rents,  leases,  aud  other 
revenues  and  profits  thereunto  belonging. 

The  excessive  eijicnses  that  many  thousands  of 
lite  trading  junifile  c/  the  nation  are  jn/t  vnlo,  by 
the  rifiorous  and  tyranniccd  jvoceedings  cfthe  bish- 
«/«,  in  excommunicaling  j)crsi»u,  fir  threepence^ 
sijjiciice,  and  very  trivial  things.  A  catalogue 
may  shortly  be  presented  to  you  of  the  many 
families  already  undone  by  them;  wherein  it 
will  be  maile  manlfeNt,  that  more  families  liave 
been  ruined,  more  perNons  imprisoned,  more 
mtmey  spent  by  the  cruelty  of  the  prelates*  pri»- 
ceedlngs,  than  by  all  htw  suits  In  all  courts  of 
judicature,  all  payments  and  taxes  whatsoever, 
except  upon  the  late  extraordiimry  occanion. 

J^he  vast  sums  of  money  that  the  lnshoi*Sy  deansj 
S'C.  haiv  treasured  up,  ext^rtiri;;  it  from  the  sub- 
jects for  Jines.  You  Itnow,  that  for  twenty  years, 
some  time  byjiast,  their  revenues  were  alienated, 
and  sold  fur  great  suins  of  money  to  the  natives 
of  England.  Those  who  Iwught  them  had 
greatly  improveil  them,  who,  being  some  thou- 
sands of  families,  are  undone  by  being  turned 
out  without  any  coosideratiuii.  The  bishops 
enter  at  a  time  when  must  of  the  old  leases  were 
expired,  they  prot*lalm  their  nuirketij  he  tliat 
gives  most,  friend  or  foe,  he  ahall  be  taken  ten- 
ant. They  screw  up  tbe  value  to  the  height ; 
and  hereby  they  have  droined  out  of  the  people's 
purses,  such  sums  of  money,  that  amounts  to  so 
monstrous  a  mass,  that  scarce  any  prince's  trea- 
sury in  Europe  is  able  to  balance  it.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  money  that  before  ran  current 
in  trading,  is  danime<I  up  in  their  coffers, 
llereby  the  money  that  should  carry  on  tnwie, 
is  engrossed  into  the  hands  of  a  few  rusty  eccle- 
siastics, who  neither  serve  our  Lord  Jchus 
Christ,  nor  their  country,  but  their  own  bellies; 
and  hoard  up  the  riches  that  should  be,  as  the  , 
blood  in  the  vena  ftortoy  to  be  distributed  iuto 
every  vein  and  part  of  the  body ;  but  by  l»eing 
choked  up  in  their  corban,  brings  the  whole 
nation  into  a  consumption.  Aud  it  is  very 
considerable,  that,  in  all  other  trades,  men  have 
something  for  their  money.  'l*he  farmer  Usith. 
good  lan«r»  for  his  moi\e>f  "itfnn  V>mi  v;,»iiV\*TKa»  \ 
the  clothier  halii  Rood  woo\  \twti  iV^*  Iwxcv^v  K«t 
his  money ;  the  m«rc\iaiiV  Ym\)^  v*«^  -^'^^  ^^""^ 
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Edinbui^h,  printed  and  dispersed  at 
London,  and  cried  in  the  streets,  re- 
flecting^ upon  the  proceedings  of  the  lords 
of  council  and  session;  that  the  king  orders 


the  clothier  for  hit  money,  and  thus  it  goes 
round  to  erery  oue*a  benefit:  but  prey,  what 
have  we  from  the  bisbopi  for  our  money?    llie 
anfwer  will  rradily  be  made  by  the  mi^or  part 
of  the  land.     Firet.    We  have  all   our  able^ 
godly,  Mthodoz  ministera  turned  out,  ruined 
and  beggared,  and  no  manner  of  supply  provid- 
ed fvT  the  maintenance  of  them  ana  their  fami- 
lies ;  and  in  their  rooms,  in  many  places,  a  com- 
pany of  debauched,  illiterate,  superstitious,  pro- 
fane priests;    which  blind  guides  must  needs 
lead  tnem  that  follow  them— to  hell.     Secondly. 
We  have  gotten  most  of  our  church-wardens 
peijured,  that  do  swear  to  present  according 
to  their  visitation  articles,  and  most  of  them  un- 
done that  do  not  swear;  although  the  imposing 
of  each  an  oath  is  a  breach  of  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  land.     Those  church- wardens  that 
are  not  peijured,  but  pursue  the  oath  in  perse- 
cuting their  neighbours,  are  plunged  into  such 
horrid  guilt,  that  without  serious  repentance, 
they  must  perish  eternally  ;  for  they  persecute 
the  godly  for  godliness*  sake,  the  righteous  for 
righteousness'  sake,  as  will  api»ear  iii  these  fol- 
lowing instantxs.     Imo.  If  a  minister,  never  so 
godly  and  able,  yea,  though  orddned,  preach 
without  a  license  from  the  bishop,  the  church- 
warden is  bound  to  present  him,  and  bring  kim 
into  trouble:  if  he  preach  in  a  cloke,  and  not  in 
a  garment  oanoaical,  he  is  bound  to  do  the  like. 
Sdo.  If  any  person  go  to  hear  a  sermon  from  his 
own  parish  church  though  there  be  nopreachinr 
minister  there,  nor  no  sermon  at  all,  and  though 
he  be  bound  by  his  vow  in  baptism  to  hear  ser- 
mons, this  man  is  to  be  presented.   3tio.  If  a  po<rr 
man,  that  hath  not  bread  for  his  family,  but 
what  he  eameth  by  his  dallv  Ulwur ;  if  he  work 
upon  a  holy  day,  appointed  by  Romish  institu- 
tion, he  is  to  be  presented,    ito.  If  any  person, 
oi»ming  to  church  to  their  service,  do  not  stand 
up  at  the  creed,  do  not  bow  at  the  name  of  Jesus, 
do  not  keep  olT  his  hat  all  the  while,  he  must  be 
presented.     Now  there  are  in  all,  threcsoore 
and    fourteen   thousand    church-wanleos    and 
sidesmen  in  England  every  year,  and  what  a 
dreadful  thing  ia  it  to  have  all  these  yearly, 
either    penured,    persecutors    or    fiersecuted  ? 
Thirdly.    We  have  gotten  most  of  tlic  sober 
trading  part  of  the  nation  diseouruged  by  cita- 
tions, excommunications,   writs  to  take  them 
excommunicated,  imprisonments  upon  ecclesias- 
tical aoGounU:    by  this  means,  thousands  of 
families  are  already  ruined,  and  many  hundreds 
are  ready  to  leave  the  land,  and  rentove  into 
some  otiier  twuntr}',  where  they  may  have  liberty 
of  CdUiicience,  and  freedmn  from  theae  devour- 
ing liar  pies.     Fourthly.   We  have  got  instead  of 
the  gospel  in  the  |»ower  and  purity  of  it,  a  ser- 
vice collected  out  of  the  Uomish  books,  the  mass, 
breviary,  &c  which  service  i»f  ours  king  James 
culled  an  ill-aung  mass.     We  have  got  surfii ices, 
caps,  tippets,  cringings,  &cc.  out  of  the  Uomish 
rituals,   insi»much  that  the  papists  themM'lves 
(*4<11  it,  an  apish  imitation  of  the  muss.     Fifthly. 
)»  hnregolteJi  a  swarm  of  ecclesiHNtiojd  officers, 
nhicb  the  Bcripiurtt  uever  kneW|  nor  reformed 


a  diligent  inquiry,  where,  and  by  whom, 
the  copies  are  uTitten  out,  and  dispersed  at 
Edinbur^gh;  the  accounts  at  London  bear- 
ing, that  they  are  written  at  the  chambcr 


charches  ever  owned.  Sixthly.  We  have  got  a 
sort  i^  proud  prelates,  of  mean  extract,  not  of 
the  higheat  rank  for  godliness,  leaminc  and  la- 
bour in  the  word,  nor  the  greatest  cham^ons 
for  the  proteatant  religion ;  witness  their  silenes 
at  such  a  time,  when  popery  bath  ao  tnvdUed 
to  bring  forth  so  many  popish  hooka  printed  and 
published  In  England,  in  affh>nt  and  eontempt 
of  the  refmned  religion,  yet  few  of  our  bisbopi 
have  stood  up  in  opposition  to  their  design,  nor 
printed  any  caution  against  popery,  or  answfr 
to  the  popish  pernicious  pampbleta.  Howwcr 
very  elate  they  are,  alrronting  our  nobility, 
trampling  upon  our  gentry,  grinding  to  powder 
all  that  put  not  Into  their  mouths,  or  offer  not 
at  their  sbrlne :  insomuch,  that  a  gentleman  of 
quality,  a  person  of  £SO00  per  annum,  awak- 
ing to  one  of  the  said  prelates  (lately  dead)  l>old- 
ly,  but  with  due  respect ;  the  prelate,  in  a  fame, 
answered,  *<  What,  sir,  do  you  think  that  It  is  fit 
Air  every  jack-gentleman  to  speak  thus  to  a  bish- 
op?" deriding  the  gentry  of  our  land,  as  net 
worthy  to  Bpf«k  to  a  peevish  prelate.     Sorely  a 

Sntleman  of  £&00  per   annum   would  have 
lien  under  censure  for  presuming  to  speak  to 
his  postilion. 

We  have  gotten  all  manner  of  misery  to  soul 
and  body,  plague,  fire,  sword,  universal  hq(gai7, 
and,  without  seasonable  mere}',  the  total  ruin  of 
the  whole  kingdom  :  but  1  know  you  will  qun- 
tion,  whether  our  miseries  do  arise  frum  the 
cause  assigned  ?  To  this  I  answer.  The  mani- 
fold provoking  sins  of  the  land,  as  adultery, 
blasphemy,  swearing,  idolatry,  perjury,  and 
contempt  of  God  and  godliness,  ao  pull  hard 
with  heaven  to  bring  down  desolating  judg- 
ments. Hut  that  the  nearest  cause  of  our  im- 
poverishments ariseth  from  the  particulars  fore- 
mentioned,  will  appear,  if  you  weigh  the  pre- 
misses before  inserted,  and  give  diem  leave  to 
sp«^ik  their  own  conclnsion.  If  perjury  canseth 
a  land  to  monrn  ;  If  oppression  and  rigid  perse- 
cution upon  the  trading  part  of  a  land  begets 
discontent  and  deeerting  of  trade ;  If  rigoroos 
exacting,  and  nordld  hoarding  up  th^  money 
that  should  run  current  In  trade,  and  tltst  by 
such  who  contribute  nothing  to  the  pnolic  weal. 
be  the  bane  of  traffic,  and  tlie  famishment  of 
the  poor  handlrraftsman,  then  w«  may  lay  ail 
our  caiamities  at  the  bishops'  doi»rs. 

I  shall  laill  in  some  credible  witnesses,  divines 
and  martyrs,  to  cotiflrm  this  truth,  and  so  leave 
it  with  you.  BiHhop  Jewel  on  Hag  1.  records 
out  of  Johannes  I'arisiensis,  and  others,  •*tbat 
when  Constaiitine  the  Kreat  advanced  bishops, 
and  eiidowMl  the  chun^  with  lands  and  te»- 

Eoral  posffcbbions,  there  was  a  voice  of  angels 
eard  in  the  air,  saying,  hodie  reHTMHm  wJumH' 
turn  in  ecclesiamf  this  day  poison  is  poured  into 
tlae  chun-h.'*  Bernard  writes,  •*  Since  i»relstrs 
increased  in  worldly  pomp,  choosing  the  first 
places  in  the  church,  they  have  been  the  chiefe^t 
m  persecuting  Jesus  Christ,  and  have  evrr 
showed  theniHeives  not  teachers  but  dereivers, 
not  pastors  but  im|M)stora,  not  prelates  but 
1  k^\lttt«£s,  au<:A:K«^\vv\^,  uiA  {^tXfix  m  teaching,  but 
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of  James  Brnj,  writer,  who  married  a  niece  i  king,  thanking  him  for  his  con- 
of  Sir  Arohibald  Primrose."  The  council '  cem  in  them,  and  desiring  justice 
sppoint  a  committee  to  examine  into  this;   i^nst  such  attempts.    The  curious  reader 


and  afterwards^  July  19th,  they  send  up  the 
examinations  relatiTe  thereunto.  Mean- 
while, July  11th,  they  write  a  letter  to  the 

Roniilus  In  morderlng."  Lord  Cobbsm,  that 
ftlthAil  martyr,  laltli  to  the  bbhopi,  "  No 
groond  IwTe  ye  in  all  the  scriptures,  so  lordlv  to 
tskc  It  upon  you,  but  in  Annas  and  Calaplias, 
who  m  In  Judgment  upon  Christ  and  his 
apostles;  of  them  only  asTe  you  taken  it  to 
Ju^  Christ's  members  as  ys  do."  Mr  Tindal, 
that  godly  and  learned  martyr,  writetb,  «  Wo 
to  tho  realm  where  prelates  are  of  the  council ! 
As  profltaUe  Is  the  prelacy  to  the  realm  with 
their  coondl,  as  wolrea  to  the  sheep,  or  foxes  to 
the  gsess ;  te  there  is  no  mischleror  disorder, 
whother  It  be  in  the  temporal  rmimen,  or 
if  Irltoaly  whereof  they  are  not  the  chief  causes, 
and  ercn  the  Tsry  fountain  and  spring ;  so  that 
it  b  bnpoeaiUe  to  preach  against  any  mischief, 
caeept  thou  begin  at  thenri,  or  to  set  up  any  re- 
Ihrmatlon  In  toe  world,  except  tliey  are  first  re- 
femcd.  They  are  as  obdurate  as  Vbaraob,  and 
tJMwfore  persecute  they  God's  word,  and  the 
preschcra  thereof.  They  stir  up  mischief  in 
the  world,  setting  princes  to  war.  They  get 
lata  the  essiseiences  of  Idngs^  and  persuade  thttm 
what  they  list,  neither  can  any  hing  liare  rest 
far  them.  They  pretend  tliey  are  for  God  and 
Ae  chuFcb,  but  their  sscret  intent  is  to  bring  all 
ander  their  power,  and  when  they  once  are  set 
high,  then  are  they  tyrants  abore  all  tyrants." 
lu  John  Frith,  that  worthy  martyr,  in  his  an- 
awer  to  Mr  Moor*B  preface.  **  Since  Sylvester 
leceived  such  possessions,  luith  the  caiilcer  so 
cnpt  into  the  church,  that  it  hath  almost  left 
■ever  a  sound  memlier.  Tlien,  instead  of  God's 
word*  they  preached  their  own  commandments, 
and  noado  laws  to  have  all  under  Uiem;  and 
cveot  as  in  the  rooms  of  Moses,  Aaron,  Joshua, 
Caleb,  and  other  such  faithful  leaders^  came 
Hcrad,  Annas,  CaJaphas,  Filats^  and  Judas, 
whidh  pot  Christ  to  death ;  so  now  instead  of 
Christ,  Fater,  Paul,  James,  John,  and  the 
ftdthfid  followers  of  Christ,  we  liave  popes,  car- 
dioals,  arehbisbop%  and  proud  prelates,  with 
thslr  procssrs,  and  malicious  minlUers  of  their 
maafesr  tho  devil,  whose  end  shall  be  aocording 
tathofar  worlcs."  Dr  Bamee,  in  his  supplies^ 
tlon  1(0  Uonry  VIII.  '«  Now  it  U  so  far  come, 
that  whoancver  he  be»  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor, 
wiao  or  foollnh,  that  speaheth  against  the  pre- 
lalas*  and  their  Ticiona  living,  be  is  either  made 
a  tiaitor  to  your  graooi  or  an  beratio,  enemy,  or 
ashismaiie  against  holy  church ;  as  though  the 
pnlatea  were  Jdngs  or  gods.  And  if  any  man, 
oaS  of  God*a  law  and  right  cooseisDee,  spade 
Sgalnat  their  damnable  tyranny,  little  will  they 
stick  to  make  him  an  heretto;  and  if  that  will 
not  help  to  colour  and  maJntein  their  oppres- 
sioD,  tnen  add  they  treason,  osdition,  rebellion, 
amd.  eootempt  of  yout  grace,  though  he  be  no- 
vae an  true  a  subject.*'  I  shall  conclude  with  a 
psssage  of  learned  Mr  Tindal,  in  his  Obedience 
to  a  Chrbtiaa  Magntrate,  p.  114^  1S8,  146, 
"  Aa  thou  canst  heal  no  diaeaae  except  thou  Im- 
gia  at  the  root,  even  so  canst  thou  preach 
Bgalnst  no  mMtkf,  except  tboa  begin  at  the 


will  desire  to  see  it;   wherefore  I  have 
added  it  below.* 
Before  any  answer  could  come  from  the 


bishops.  'Whether  Judas  was  a  priest  or  no,  I 
care  not ;  but  of  this  I  am  sore,  that  he  now  is 
not  only  priest,  but  also  a  bishop,  cardinal,  and 
pope.  i3iahops  that  preach  not,  or  that  preach 
ought  save  God's  word,  are  none  ojf  Christ's, 
nor  of  his  anointing,  but  servauta  of  the  beast 
whose  mark  they  bear,  whose  word  they  preach, 
whose  law  they  maiuUiu,  clean  against  God's 
Uiw.  Bishops  they  are  tliat  can  only  minister 
the  temporal  sword,  their  office,  the  preaching 
of  God^s  word,  laid  aside;  which  they  will 
neither  do  themselves^  nor  suflFer  any  man  else 
to  do,  but  slay  with  the  temponU  sword  (which 
they  have  gotten  out  of  the  hands  of  all  ^inoes) 
tbem  tliat  would,  llie  preaching  of  God's 
word  is  hatei'ui  to  them.  Why  ?  for  it  is  im- 
possible to  preach  Christ,  except  thou  prearh 
against  antichrist,  that  is  to  say,  them  who, 
with  their  false  doctrine,  and  violence  of  sword, 
enforce  to  quench  the  true  doctrine  ot  Christ. 
Our  prelates  ought  to  be  our  servants,  as  tho 
apostles  were,  to  teadi  us  Christ's  doctrine,  and 
not  lords  over  us,  to  oppress  us  with  their  own 
doctrines  and  inventions." 

*  Lrtter^  Council  to  the  King,  Juhj  IIM,  KTTSL 

May  it  please  your  sacred  majesty, 
As  our  seal  and  faithfulness  in  your  majesty.*s 
service  shall  ever  1m  valued  by  us,  as  our  great- 
est honour,  as  well  as  most  bounden  duty,  so  we 
most  humbly  acknowledge  your  majesty's  gra- 
cious owning  of  us,  and  of  our  services,  to  be 
our  greatest  comfort  and  encouragement  to  per- 
severe therein,  against  all  manner  of  difficulties 
and  opposition.  A  fresh  and  signal  instance  of 
your  royal  justice,  wisdom,  and  goodness  in 
owning  your  noajesty^  authority  and  judica- 
tures, we  have  this  day  received  by  a  letter  from 
the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  wherein  your  majesty 
is  gracioualy  pleased  to  order  us  to  inquire 
after  the  authors,  contrivers,  writers,  spreaders, 
and  other  accessorieo  to  a  late  infamona  libel, 
whereby  the  proceedings,  both  of  the  privy 
council  and  of  the  sesrfon,  are  grossly  misrepre- 
sented, defamed,  and  slandered,  and  to  proceed 
against  than  according  to  law  and  Justice; 
whereunto  (as  to  all  other  jrour  royal  oobb- 
mands)  we  shall  be  careful  to  pay  diligent  and 
exact  obedience,  and  to  return  your  maiesty  a 
clear  account  thereof.  Upon  this  occasion  we 
most  crave  leave  to  flee  to  your  mi^esty*s  jua- 
tice,  that  you  would  not  suffer  our  integrity  and 
z€*l  in  your  service  to  lie,  with  impunity  to  the 
defsmers,  represented  to  the  world  as  our  great- 
est crimes,  nor  allow  private  subjects  to  assume 
to  themselves  the  boldness  of  arraigning  your 
own  prerogative,  and  of  judging  the  actings  and 
proceedings  of  your  eminent  judieaturrs,  as  cri- 
minal,  without  receiving  punishment  due  to 
such  heinous  offencee.  lour  majesty's  raval 
anoestom  have  piously  and  prudently  prorided 
against  all  such  ooandaloaa  and  dsaKveraoa  at- 
tempts upon  the  monart^^  an^  f^vi«cmnMQ\  \i) 
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oouncily  the  king,  after  many  ddays, 
'  at  length  was  brought  to  allow  a  oon- 
ferenoe  in  his  own  presence  upon  these  mat- 
ters of  complaint.  I  have  upon  the  former 
years  taken  notice  of  what  passed  in  his  ma- 
jesty's presence  upon  this  subject,  and  I 
have  not  much  to  add ;  only  a  letter  writ, ' 
as  it  is  plain,  by  one  of  Lauderdale's  party 
at  this  time,  is  before  me ;  and  though  the 
account  be  only  as  to  the  one  side,  yet  none 
other  being  come  to  my  hand,  I  shall  here 
insert  it,  as  containing  what  passed. 

Windsor  Castle,  July  13th. 
*<SiR, — Upon  Tuesday  last,  the  8th  in- 
stant, the  party  lords,  with  their  two  advo- 
cates. Sir  George  Lockhart,  and  Sir  John 
Cunningham,  which  the  king  did  not  send 
for,  but  had  allowed  them  to  come  to  plead, 
appeared.  On  the  king's  side  was  only  the 
lord  advocate,  who  undertook  the  debate 
against  them  alL  The  subject  matter  of 
the  debate  run  upon  what  was  contained 
in  the  libel  printed  by  the  party  lords, 
which  consists  of  the  following  heads: — 
1.  The  carrying  in  of  the  forces  and  High- 
landers the  last  year  into  the  west  2. 
The  taking  of  free  quarter.  3.  The  incapa- 
dtating  persons  from  office  within  burghs. 
4.  The  bond  for  masters  to  be  answerable 


mAking  good  and  wholesome  laws  apUDst  all 
calumniation  and  alanderem  (by  word  or  writ) 
of  the  king's  person  or  government,  or  of  his 
privy  council,  or  their  proceedings,  and  against 
all  such  as  endeavour  (by  word  or  writ)  to  mis< 
construe  or  misrepresent  public  administrations, 
as  thereby  stirring  up  the  subjects  to  misliking, 
sedition,  and  unquietness.  And  therefore  a 
scandalous  and  calumnious  libel,  under  the  title 
of  **  Some  particular  matters  of  fact,  relating  to 
the  administration  of  affairs  in  Scotland  under 
the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  &c.**  haying  been  some 
weeks  ago  dispersed  here  in  writing,  many  co- 
pies whereof  are  now  sent  hither,  published  and 
printed,  from  London  ;  which,  though  it  would 
seem,  by  its  title,  to  be  levelled  against  the  duke 
of  Lauderdale,  (of  whose  great  usefulness,  in- 
tegrity, and  faithfulness,  for  the  interest  of  this 
kingdom,  and  your  majesty's  service  in  it,  you 
have  had  so  long  proof  anci  experience)  yet,  in 
its  whole  strain,  we  humbly  conceive,  it  tends 
to  the  defamation  of  your  majesty's  government 
in  this  your  ancient  kingdom,  and  doth  highly 
reHect  on  your  majesty's  own  royal  wisdom 
and  actings,  as  well  as  on  these  proceedings  of 
your  council  here,  which  your  majesty  hath 
graciously  owned  and  authorized,  which  therein 
are  represented  as  illegal  and  arbitrary;  and 
ibat  in  another  kingdom,  the  subjects  whereof 
maj  be  aa  enaily  abused  and  deluded  by  tuch 


for  their  fiuniliiWy  terTWitB,  and  tenanls. 
5.  The  lawborrowi.  6.  The  Idng^s  power 
in  imprisoning  uuHcta  causa, 

"  The  lord  adrocate  began  to  debate 
thus.  He  desired  to  know  what  part  of 
that  paper  they  insisted  upon,  or  what 
else.  The  paper  itself,  he  said,  consisted  of 
three  heads.  1.  The  several  parts  of  the 
king's  prerogative  therein  mentioned,  and 
whether  the  king  or  his  council  doing  these 
things,  was  allowed  by  the  law  of  the  king- 
dom, and  whether  the  king  had  power  to 
do  so  or  not.  The  second  was,  if  the  king^s 
power  by  law  was  right  applied  in  the  par- 
ticulars mentioned  by  the  printed  paper. 
The  third  was,  accusations  against  private 
persons,  such  as  the  duke  of  Laudodale 
and  his  brother.  As  to  the  first,  there  wai 
a  long  debate,  wherein  sometimes  tke  law- 
yers spoke,  many  times  the  duke  of  Ham- 
ilton, sometimes  the  marquis  of  Athol,  and 
oft-times  Sir  John  Cochran,  and  at  last  the 
laird  of  Macnaughtan,  to  whom  the  king 
was  pleased  to  say.  You  are  indeed  a  great 
lawyer,  and  a  Highland  man.  The  king^i 
advocate  proved  the  king's  prerogative 
controverted,  by  the  municipal  law  of  the 
kingdom,  by  printed  statutes,  and  constant 
praotiques;  and  at  last  the  two  lawyen 
acknowledged,  that  by  law,  the  king  might 


misrepreteDtatlons,  aa  they  are  utterly  anao- 
quainted  with  the  laws  and  customs  by  whkli 
we  are  governed.  We  therefore,  onleas  we 
would  tamely  betray  your  m^esty'a  authority, 
and  expose  your  eminent  judicaturea  to  ooo- 
tempt,  and  so  render  both  useless  for  serving  the 
ends  of  government,  cannot  bat  with  fnai 
grief  complain  to  your  majesty  of  this  high  in- 
jury and  ttffront  done  to  your  priry  council,  and 
most  humbly  supplicate  and  beseech  your  ma- 
jesty's justice  against  the  authors,  cootrivers, 
framers,  writers,  spreaders,  printers,  and  all 
others  who  shall  be  found  accessory  to  this  ca- 
lumnious and  injurious  libel.  We  shall  net 
doubt  but  your  majesty  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  command  this  justice  to  be  done  to 

Jrour  faithful  servants  and  judicatures,  ao  inse- 
ently  invaded,  when  it  is  so  humbly  prayed  by 
us,  who  shall  never  fail  to  observe  the  prescript 
of  the  laws  in  all  our  actings  and  proceedings 
towards  your  subjects,  as  to  maintain  yoor  ma- 
jesty's just  authority,  and  royal  prerogative  in- 
violable, against  all  the  adversaries  thereof. 
Thus,  praying  for  your  majesty's  long,  peaceable^ 
and  prosperous  reign  over  us,  we  m^  Icmve,  in 
all  humility,  to  subscribe  ourselves 

Your  majesty's  most  humble,  most  faithful, 

and  most  loyal  subjects  and  aeryanta, 

Subscribed  by  the  sederunt,  except  the  hishsp 
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lo  what  wai  done,  bat  did  much  qnM- 
WD  the  oonnoil*!  pntdenoe  in  th«  par- 
icnlar  applicition  mendimed  in  the  printed 
mpar.     To  this  the  adrocate  answered, 
hat  to  question  application^  waa  to  ques- 
ioB  the  king^  and  his  ooimoil  who  acted  by 
m  oommiseion;  that  no  judicatory  was  to 
fire  an  aocoont  of  the  application  of  law, 
•cause  the  members  were  sworn  to  act 
OQOrding  to  their  conscience;  that  they 
■d  done  so ;  and  to  qncstion  this,  were  to 
iTsrtiim  the  fondamentals  of  all  govern- 
MBt ;  for  then  all  sentences  of  a  judica- 
prf  would  be  misregarded  by  the  subjects, 
nd  consequently  no  delinquents  punished ; 
ad  by  this  means  the  subject  would  lose 
bcr^  and  property.    This  answer  brought 
U  the  matters  of  fact  contained  in  the 
^er,  to  be  debated  one  by  one,  which 
lok  np  sereFsl  hours,  all  which  time  the 
iof  heard  patiently.    As  to  the  third,  viz. 
DCBBBitioiis  against  particular  persons,  it 
raa  urged,  that  no  accusation  could  be 
Dought  hers  without  the  kingdom  against 
flj  particular  man;  for  by  act  of  par- 
sment  in  king  James  IPs  time^  all  acousa- 
ona  and  pursuits  must  be  made  first  before 
M  ordinary  judg«;  and  the  king  himself 
soiared  he  would  hear  none  such  here  at 
la  fint  instance. 

**  The  debate  lasted  eight  hours  that  day, 
om  ten  to  one  forenoon,  and  from  four 
%  nine  in  the  erening.  Upon  Friday  the 
itfay  the  king  declared  his  pleasure,  as  in 
Mtained  in  his  gracious  letter  to  the  coun- 
]|,  sent  by  this  flying  packet 
^hk  the  end  of  the  debate,  the  duke  of 
Eurilton  offered  a  long  paper,  which  was 
i  accusation  of  the  general  of  the  mint; 
id  Alexander  Monro  presented  his  petition, 
wplaining  that  he  had  been  tamed  out  of 
A  dLerkship  of  the  session,  and  this  pro- 
ired  by  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  and  his 
other.  Brimhall  presented  a  paper  for 
m  twelre  persons  in  the  council  of  Edin- 
ughp  who  had  been  incapacitate,  and 
aved  they  might  be  restored.  As  to 
ifl  accusation  of  the  general  of  the  mint, 
le  king  declared,  that  all  contained  in  the 
iper  were,  things  already  tried,  examined, 
id  determined  by  him  and  his  council,  and 
lerefore  rejected  it,  and  said  the  general 
as  not  eoDcemed  tbereia.    As  to  Monro 

OK 


his  petition,  he  was  informed  that  .^-^ 
he  had  received  seven  thousand 
merks  of  composition,  and  thereupon  had 
demitted  his  post  As  to  the  last,  of  the 
twelve  incapacitate  persons,  his  majesty 
declared  he  is  resolved  to  inquire  into  the 
former  practique  by  the  registers,  and 
consider  what  his  predecessors  have  done 
in  the  like  cases ;  and,  as  he  finds,  he  will 
determine ;  and,  if  he  find  cause,  they  shall 
have  a  legal  trial 

"  Upon  Friday  evening  the  party  made  an 
application  to  the  king  for  a  further  hearing, 
being  informed  what  his  majesty  had  resolved 
upon  the  first  hearing,  alleging  they  had 
many  material  things  yet  to  say,  but  would 
not  tell  particulars.  To  this  his  majesty 
yielded,  and  appointed  this  day,  being  July 
13th,  at  four  of  the  clock  afternoon  for  the 
last  hearing,  declaring,  after  that,  he  would 
neither  hear  them  by  word  nor  writ  Yes- 
terday Sir  George  Lockhart  went  to  London ; 
some  of  the  party  went  after  him,  but  he 
refused  to  returu  to  debate,  saying,  he  would 
debate  no  more  against  persons,  that,  for  any 
thing  he  could  see,  would  thereafter  be  his 
judges.  Sir  John  Cunningham,  and  the 
rest  of  the  party  staid  here ;  and  when  their 
hour  came,  they  sent  the  earl  of  Kincardine 
to  tell  the  king  they  would  insist  no  more. 
Whereupon  the  king  hath  been  pleased  to 
determine  graciously  as  in  this  letter  to 
the  council.  Ood  save  the  king.    I  am,  &c.*' 

It  is  not  improbable,  but  the  king's  reso- 
lutions, contained  in  the  letters  just  now 
to  be  insert,  which  came  to  be  known  on 
Friday  1 1th,  to  the  lords  who  complained, 
discouraged  them  from  insisting,  and  made 
Sir  George  Lockhart  leave  them.  Mon- 
mouth came  out  to  Windsor  on  the  10th, 
and,  it  may  be,  the  second  conference  on 
the  13th  took  its  rise  from  him.  Duke 
Hamilton's  party  signify  in  some  of  their 
letters,  that  by  reasoning  the  king  was  very 
much  conrinced  of  great  mismanagements 
in  Scotland,  and  seem  to  be  much  pleased, 
that  they  had  got  the  liberty  to  lay  these 
things  before  him.  They  allege,  that  his 
majesty  being  so  long  and  much  embarked 
with  Lauderdale,  he  could  not  presently 
break  with  him,  but  hope  ITalton  will  be 
hud  aside.  And  I  find  one  latter^  writ  at 
this  time,  says,  that  n^wi  Satoo^l  ^^^^ 
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._  Hamilton  got  notice,  that  as  mmhi 
'  as  the  king's  aflaira  could  allow  it, 
the  earl  of  Middleton  and  lord  Tarbet 
were  to  be  made  joint  secretuies  in  the 
duke*s  room;  upon  which  he  declined 
insisting  any  further.  MliateTer  be  in 
these,  the  king^s  rerealed  will  oame  down 
by  express  to  council,  Jnly  17th,  in  three 
letters,  one  to  the  council,  another  to  the 
lords  of  the  session,  and  a  third  to  the  jus- 
ticiary. The  first,  in  a  particular  manner, 
was  most  acceptable  to  the  managers,  and 
looks  like  a  full  victory  by  Lauderdale.  I 
here  insert  it 

"<  Charles  R.— Right  trusty,  &c  We 
well  remember,  that  in  the  year  1674^  we 
redressed  the  grierances  even  of  those  who 
would  not  in  civility  answer  our  letter  to 
our  parliament,  at  a  time  when  we  were 
so  much  concerned  to  hare  a  testimony  of 
the  kindness  of  that  our  ancient  kingdom ; 
and  that  our  conunissioner  offered  to 
redress  in  our  name  wliat  further  would  be 
required,  if  the  complainers  would  first 
acquaint  him  therewith,  which,  though 
refused,  yet  did  not  hinder  us  from  satis- 
fying every  thing  that  we  could  hear  to  be 
murmured  against  Notwithstanding  of  all 
which,  some  of  our  nobility  and  gentry 
have  continued  in  a  constant  course  of 
misrepresenting  our  judicatories,  and  there- 
by lessening  and  weakening  our  authority, 
by  taking  upon  them  to  be  intercessors  for 
our  people,  (an  usurpation  very  factious, 
and  dangerous  to  our  government,  and 
which  we  will  never  endure  for  the  future) 
but  yet  to  let  all  our  subjects  know  our 
inclinations  to  justice,  we  did  condescend 
for  once  to  hear  advocates  upon  the  com- 
plaints given  unto  us,  and  to  allow  them  a 
full  security  in  debating  even  points  of  the 
greatest  concern  to  our  royal  government, 
which,  after  we  pressed  upon  the  com- 
plainers, they  often  declined,  upon  pretext 
they  had  not  their  lawyers  present :  where- 
upon we  having  allowed  them  lawyers  to 
come  up,  all  was  brought  to  a  full  and 
impartial  debate.  Upon  which  debates,  we 
do  now  fijid,  that  it  is  acknowledged,  even 
by  tlieir  own   advocates,  that  tiiere  was 


whether  we  can  lay  aside  inci^iacitate  per- 
sons for  magistracy,  without  a  process ;  as 
to  which  we  are  to  be  further  cleared  by 
the  instances  whereby  that  practick  was 
maintained.  And  as  to  the  matters  of  hd 
differed  upon,  we  have  now  and  formerly 
deared  our  jn^^ent  npon  them  so  fully 
that  we  cannot  now  in  justice  but  decbuv, 
that  we  think  our  judicatories  and  servants, 
and  especially  the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  ef 
whose  fidelity  and  services  we  have  had  so 
long  experience,  most  unjustly  used  by  the 
givers  in  of  those  complaints,  there  bein^ 
no  council  against  which  those  accnsatiou 
may  not  be  gleaned  up.  Therefore  we  do  not 
only  acquit  our  judicatories,  and  every  per- 
son among  them  from  all  the  matter  given  in 
in  a  paper  to  us,  and  most  injuriously  and 
unwarrantably  printed;  but  we  discfaainif 
for  ever  any  person  firom  giving-  in  any  of 
these^  complaints  in  any  process,  or  manner 
whatsomever,  and  that  under  all  higheit 
pains.  And  as  to  the  accusations  against 
particubr  persons,  we  declare  we  will  not 
hear  such  cases  before  ourself  in  the  first 
instance,  vre  being  fully  resolved  never  to 
injure  so  fiu*  that  our  ancient  Jringdom,  at 
to  draw  hither  processes  whereby  our  sub- 
jects and  counsellors  would  be  infinitely 
prejudged.  Having  thus,  and  by  our  late 
prochunation,  taken  all  possible  pains  to 
quiet  all  bypast  distempers,  we  do,  for  the 
future  satisfiiction  and  security  of  our 
people,  require,  that  all  causes  be  tried 
before  our  respective  judicatories,  our 
council  being  proper  judges  aa  to  what 
relates  to  matters  of  state  and  the  public 
peace,  and  the  session  in  ctril,  and  our 
justice  court  hi  criminal  cases.  And  we 
recommend  unto  you,  if  any  dilRnrences 
arise  among  yon  in  point  of  law,  that  you 
take  the  opinion  of  our  judges  therein 
before  you  determine.  We  look  npon  the 
injuries  done  to  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  va 
that  part  of  the  paper  (which  makes  him 
author  of  all  that  can  be  chai^ged  upon  oni 
council)  as  an  high  contempt  of  that  our 
judicatory,  tending  to  deface  your  persons 
and  administration,  and  his  integrity,  he 
being  one  of  your  number,  and  living  fine* 


a  law  for  doing  such  things  as  were  con-    quently  at  a  great  distance  from  yon.    And 
troverted  in  some  cases,  excepting  only  ^  so  we  b\d  ^ou  heartily  fiurewelL    Given  at 
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our  oourC  at  Windbor  cattle  the  13th  daj  of 
Julj,  1679.  And  of  our  reign  the  3  let 
year. 

**  By  hie  majesty's  oommand, 

*  Lauderdale." 

Many  obeenree  might  be  made  upon  this 
letter,  bat  it  is  not  worth  while  to  lose  time 
upon  them.  The  letter  is  signed  by  Lau- 
derdale^ and  penned  by  him,  no  doubt ;  and 
when  a  man  hath  his  own  eanse  in  his 
own  handy  he  is  a  fool  if  he  make  not  the 
best  of  it  may  be. 

With  this  letter  to  the  council,  another 
came  to  the  lords  of  the  session,  which, 
bctnn;  bat  short,  is  likewise  insert  here. 

"  CSiailes  It— Right  trusty,  &c  All  the 
complaints  raised  i^nst  you  hare  no  other 
effect  upon  ns,  than  the  clearing  of  our 
jndgment  and  yonr  innooence,  and  do  con- 
Tinoe  as;  the  anthors*  only  view  in  th^se,  is 
to  draw  into  their  hand  that  authority, 
which  apon  that  account  only  they  can  be 
angry  to  see  in  yours.  Wherefore,  under 
praoA  of  their  malice  and  folly,  we,  to 
show  onr  kindness  and  esteem  for  you, 
could  not  forbear  at  this  time  to  take  notice, 
that  in  a  paper,  most  undutifnlly  divulged 
by  soma  oi  our  subjects  in  Scotland,  and 
printed,  there  is  one  article  which  chai^ges 
you  in  general  only,  because  the  authors 
know  no  particular  with  which  to  asperse 
yon,  it  being  undeniable  that  your  bench  is 
filled  with  as  much  learning  and  integrity 
at  least;  as  in  any  age,  and  much  more  than 
yonr  aocnsers  could  supply  it  with;  and 
therefore  we  will  own  you  with  that  con- 
cern and  steadftstness  your  merit  deserves, 
and  will  be  unkind  to  iH  your  enemies,  by 
the  same  measure  as  they  are  injurious  to 
yoa,  whom  we  conuder  as  our  great  coun- 
cil in  matters  of  law,  and  upon  whose 
fidelity  we  rely,  as  much  as  we  have  just 
reason  to  suspect  theirs  who  injure  you. 
So  we  bid  you  heartily  fiurewell. 

^Lauderdale.** 

<«  WiDdMr,  July  ISth,  1079." 

It  concerned  Lauderdale  very  much  to 
hare  the  lords  of  session  for  him,  and  there- 
fore the  compliment  of  this  letter  is  given 
them.  And  for  the  same  reason,  and  that 
the  cnauMUtt  court  bad  been  attscked  in 


the  complaint  giyen  in  by  the  lords  at  .g,^ 
London,  another  letter  is  directed 
to  the  justiciary,  which  is  likewise  added 
here,  as  it  stands  recorded  in  their  registers. 

**  Charles  R.— Right  trusty,  &c  The  pun- 
ishment of  crimes  being  of  so  great  import 
to  our  sendee,  and  tending  so  much  to 
secore  our  peaceable  subjects,  and  yon 
being,  in  the  executimi  of  that  employment, 
at  so  much  pains,  and  your  bench  being,  by 
its  late  constitution,  filled  by  persons  of 
extraordinary  abilities  and  breeding,  we 
have  thought  fit  at  this  time  to  assure  you 
of  our  firm  resolution  to  own  you,  and 
that  our  court,  in  the  administration  of 
justice  to  our  people;  and  that  we  will 
punish  such  as,  by  injuring  you,  asperse 
our  authority,  and  poison  our  people.  And 
particularly,  we  thank  you  for  your  pro- 
ceedings against  Mr  James  Mitchel,  that 
enemy  of  human  society ;  these  who  lessen 
that  crime,  or  insinuate  any  reproach 
against  those  interested  in  that  process^  as 
judges  or  witnesses,  being  justly  chai^geable 
with  the  blood  which  they  encourage  to 
spill  upon  such  occasions.  And  so  we  bid 
you  heartily  fiirewell. 

•*  Lauderdale." 

«  Windtor  csaUe,  July  iStb,  1679." 

Returns  were  made  to  all  these  letters 
from  the  king.  That  from  the  council  is 
before  me,  dated  July  18th.  They  own 
this  the  greatest  expression  of  his  kindness 
and  concern  in  his  ancient  kingdom  and 
them,  they  are  capable  of,  and  go  on  in  the 
highest  strain  of  acknowledgment,  and  pro- 
fession of  returns.  I  find  these  upon  Lau- 
derdale's side  took  their  leave  of  his  majes- 
ty July  27th,  and  by  them  he  sends  the 
signification  of  his  pleasure  about  the 
indenmity,  and  other  important  matters  of 
which  we  have  heard.  Thus  we  see  the 
issue  of  the  complaints  at  London,  and  that 
all  concerned  are  vindicated  as  far  as  Lau- 
derdale and  letters  can  do  it  When 
this  business  is  over,  duke  Hamilton,  and 
those  who  joined  him,  left  the  court,  and 
was  but  little  in  fiivour  until  the  revoln 
tion,  and  we  shall  hear  little  more  about 
him. 

Though  Land«rds]bs  sUkA  V^a  ^^mvA^ 
Monmouth  waa  yat  in  conxt;  andi  i&  ^^ 
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1679    ^>'<>^^^  some  favours  to  some  of  our 
oppressed  gentlemeD,  so  those  raised 
no  small  stir  among  our  managers.    Bj  a 
letter  from  the  king,  dated  July  17th»  Sir 
Patrick    Hume  of   Polwarth  is    liberate. 
The  letter  bears,  "that  he  had  been  impri- 
soned for  reasons  known  to  his  majesty, 
and   tending  to  secure  the  public  peace; 
and  now,  the  occasions  of  suspicion  and 
public  jealousy  being  over,  he  is  ordered  to 
be  liberate."    By  a  letter  of  that  same  date, 
Mr  Stuart  is  restored  to  his  liberty.     And 
the  king's  letter,  February  1675,  "ordering 
him  to  be  seized  and  imprisoned,  is  recall- 
ed, upon    information    of    his    peaceable 
behaviour  since.    He  is  indemnified  from 
all  that  can  be  laid  to  his  charge,  reponed 
to  the  king's  protection ;  and  this  letter  is 
to  be  recorded,  and  extracts  allowed  him." 
We  heard  before,  that  Mr  William  Veitch 
was  likewise  liberate  by  a  letter  of  this 
same  date.     And,  July  S2d  the  council  are 
allowed  to  set  my  lord  Cardross  at  liberty, 
he  paying  his  fine.     I  shall  give  his  case 
more  fully  next  year  all  together.     These 
favours  were  granted  to  soften  the  clamour 
that  was  made  upon  the  duke  of  Laudei^ 
dale's  conduct,  and  in  part  to  gratify  the 
other  side ;  and  it  is  probable,  had  not  the 
duke  of  York  come  over,  as  we  heard, 
more  of  this  nature  had  been  done.     How- 
ever, they  alarmed  the  managers  at  Edin- 
buigh,  and,  upon  the  25th  of  July,  the  earl 
of  Linlithgow    and  Claverhouse,  by  the 
council's  permission,  go  to  London,  and 
the  chancellor  followed    in    a  few  days. 
The  talk  continued  as  if  there  would  be 
changes  in   the    council,  army,  and    the 
church.     As  to  the  church,  they  began  to 
say,  that  Mr  Leighton,  the  bishop,  I  sup- 
pose, was  coming  to  Edinburgh  to  reside, 
clothed  with  a  commission  to  superintend 
the  clergy,  and  to  have  two  hundred  pounds 
sterling  a  year :  so  I  find  some  private  let- 
ters at  this  time  bear.     It  was  talked,  that 
the  bishop  of  Edinburgh  was  to  be  made 
archbishop  of  Glasgow,  and  the  bishop  of 
Aberdeen  to  be  translated  to  Edinburgh; 
that  an  addition  was  to  be  made  to  the 
council,   Southesk,   Kincardine,   Hadding- 
ton, Drummond,  and  Sir  Archibald  Prim- 
rose;  au8  that  the  duke  of  Monmouth  was 
io  Ue  nmde  captun  genend  of  all  the  king's 


forces,  with  laige  powers.  A  copy  of  bis 
commission  for  this,  July  29th,  I  have 
seen,  and  insert  below.*  But  I  leave  these 
things  to  civil  historians. 


*  Commiision  in/avours  qfJama  duke  q/" 

Buccteughf  July  29lA,  I67a 
Charlct  R. 

Our  toTereign  lord  ordain*  acommlnioo  tote 
paMed  and  ezpede,  under  bis  majesty's  great 
seal  of  his  ancient  kingdom  of  Seotuuid,  wnerc- 
by,  for  Um  great  trust  tliat  he  reposes  in  his 
entirely  beloved  cousin  and  counsellor,  Jamci 
duke  of  Buodeugh  and  Monmouth,  be  therefore 
nominates,  constitutes,  and  apooiuts  him  cs»> 
tain  general  of  all  his  mijesty  s  forces  alrady 
raised,  or  hereafter  to  be  raised,  as  well  standing 
as  militia,  within  bis  majesty's  said  kingdom, 
rivinc  and  granting  to  the  said  James  diJu  of 
BucGieugh,  the  full  and   absolute    power   for 
bringing  together  and  exercisinr  the  said  foron 
(the  said  militia  forces  being  always  to  be  first 
raised,  by  his  mi^esty's  express  order,  and  ooC 
otherwise)  and  of  dmdiiir  into  parties,  squa- 
drons or  brigades,  and  with  them,  or  anj  sf 
them,  to  reuMt  all  invasions,  either  foreign  or 
intestine,  and  to  suppress  all    rebellions  aod 
insurrections,  and  to  kill,  take,  and  apprehend 
all  such  as  do  rise,  or  make  opposition  :  as  alas, 
with  full  power  and  authority  to  the  said  Jamci 
duke  of  Buccleugh,  to  issue  out  proclamatiom, 
for  receiving  into  his  majesty's  mercy  and  par- 
don, all  such  enemies  and  rebels  as  will  submit 
themselves,  and    Isy  hold  on  the  said   oifer; 
councils  of  war  to  hold  by  himself,  or  other 
officers  under  his    command,  and    therein   to 
punish*  according  to  the  articles  of  war,  alreadj 
passed,  or  to  be  passed  by  his  mi^jesty  for  thi^ 
effect ;  with  power  likewise  to  him,  as  general* 
to  call  for  such  arms  and  ammunition,  out  of 
bis  uu^esty's  stores,  as  he  shall  find  necessarr 
for  his  majesty's  service ;  and  generally,  with  aU 
the  powers,  dignities,  and  pre-eminences  that  are 
any  vrays  known  to  iiave  helooged  at  any  time 
to  the  said  office  of  captain  general :   and  more 
especially,  with   all  tne  powera  and  pre-emi- 
nenoes  contained  in'  tho  commissions  lamMrlj 
granted,  by  his  majesty,  to  the  earl  of  Kothcs 
and  Middleton,  which  are  all  holdcn  as  bora  ex- 
pressed ;  willing  and  commanding  all  oficen  and 
Krsons  whatsomever,  any  ways  concerned,  t» 
obedient  and  assisting  to  htm  in  all  things 
touching  the  doe  exMUtiou  of  this  present  osn- 
ralssion,  as  they  will  be  answerable  to  his  ma- 
jesty upon  their  highest  peril.  -   Which  commis- 
sion is  to  continue  in  force,  during  bis  migesty's 
pleasure  allenarly.     And  his  majesty  ordains 
this  commission  to  be  extended  in  the  best  form, 
with  all  clauses  necessary,  and  to  pass  the  great 
seal  ;vr  sattumy  without  passinr  any  other  s«d  or 
register.     For  doing   whereof,  this  shall  be  to 
the  lord  chancellor,  and  director  of  the  chancel- 
lary,  a  sufficient  warrant. 

Given  at  the  court  at  Windsor,  the  twenty- 
ninth  of  July  1679,  and  of  bis  mi^jesty's  reign 
the  tbirty-fint  year. 


\ 


May  it  please  your  majesty, 

Thejie  conuin  your  majesty's  warrant  fur  a 

commission  to  be  passed  under  the  great  seal  of 

your  ancxent  \Afif|\ova  «^  SiGoUatid,  per  wltunt, 

Yiom\na\\iif^,  coii%\\v&Wu%>  wa^  %^\^^^'&%^^«yv\ 
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I  fthaH  now  conclude  thii  lection  with  a 
few  other  incidental  matters,  which  I  had 
■ot  room  for  upon  the  former  sections,  and 
the  procedure  of  the  council  towards  the 
end  of  this  year.  Jnlj  12th,  the  earl  of 
Queensberry  is  admitted  a  privy  counsellor : 
the  reason  given  is  his  seal  in  promoting 
his  majesty*s  senricey  and  suppressing  the 
rebels.  This  is  liis  first  advancement;  we 
shall  afterwards  frequently  meet  with  him 
in  this  history.  August  13th,  at  the  fre- 
quent meeting  of  the  council,  we  heard  of, 
called  this  day,  the  king's  indemnity  is 
ordered  to  be  published  by  the  nuigistrates 
of  Edinbuigh  in  their  formalities,  and  that 
bells  be  rung,  the  castle  fire,  and  bonfires 
he  put  on.  A  committee  is  appointed  to 
consider  what  is  further  to  be  done  nith 
the  murderers  of  the  archbishop,  the  case 
of  the  prisoners,  and  the  state  of  the  IIi||^h- 
lands.  This  committee  bring  in  the  pro- 
posal about  circuit  courts,  of  which  section 
IV.  and  move  that  the  prisoners  continue 
as  they  are,  till  the  king's  pleasure  be  had ; 
that  the  sheriff  of  Fife  apprehend  the  rub- 
bers of  Mr  Robert  Sharp  minister  at  Muck- 
hart,  and  endeavour  to  recover  his  goods, 
and  that  he  may  be  recommended  to  the 
treasury ;  that  James  Hamilton,  a  prentice 
boy  in  Glasgow,  prisoner  in  the  Grayfriars, 
be  liberate ;  that  the  advocate  raise  a  pro- 
cess of  forfeiture  against  the  landed  persons 
murderers  of  the  archbishop,  and  against 
the   lord   Macdonald  and  other  Highland 


4fakm  «t  Baecleof^  and  Monmouth,  captain- 
gmcrml  of  all  your  migeaty't  foroet,    already 
raiasd,  or  benaftrr  to  be  raised,  as  well  atanding 
farcsi  as  militia,  witbin  jour  nn^jetty's  king- 
dom (Um  Mid  milicia  forces  Iwing  always  to  be 
fint  raised  by  your  majesty's  espress  order»  and 
Be  other  ways  ;)  with  full  power  to  him  to  issue 
proclamations  for  reeeivinr  into  vour  majesty's 
asfrry  and  pardon,  all  surh  eoemies  or  rebels,  as 
wiU  submit  themaeWes,  and  lay  hold  on  the  said 
offer,  and  to  call  for  such  arms  and  ammuniticMi 
oat  of  your  miO^^y/*  stores,  as  he  shall  find  ne- 
ocssary  for  your  majesty's  service ;  and  generally, 
with  all  the  powers,  dignities,  and  pre-eminences 
that  are  any  ways  known  to  have  belonged,  at 
any  time,  to  the  said  office  of  captain-general ; 
and  more  especially,  with  all  the  powers  and 
pre-eminences  contained  in  the  commiMsions  for- 
merly granted  by  your  msjesty  to  the  earl  of 
Rothes  and  Middleton,  which  are  held  as  here 
expressed.     And  your  msjesty  ordains  this  coiu- 
nission  to  continue  during  your  mi^esty's  plra- 
•iirr  allensrly,  and  ordains  these  presents  to  be 
•at«ndcd,  &c. 

Lal'dkmdale, 


fugitives.  September  18th,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Patersou  is  admitted  clerk  to  the 
council.  September  1 9th,  the  earl  of  Linlith 
gow's  commission,  as  major-general,  de<*larei 
void,  not  from  any  dissatisfaction  with  him, 
but  because  the  forces  are  few,  and  a  general 
already  appointed;  and,  September  J^Oth, 
the  bond  of  Mr  James  Rymer,  late  professor 
of  philosophy  in  St  Andrews,  to  stay  at 
Edinbui^h,  under  pain  of  10,000  merks, 
and  answer  for  harbouring  the  murderers 
of  the  arcbbiithop,  is  ordered  to  be  given 
up,  the  council  finding  he  is  not  guilty; 
and  yet  he  is  ordered  to  give  another,  under 
the  same  pains,  to  appear  before  the  justi- 
ciary when  called.  And  Mr  William  £1^ 
skiue,  prisoner  in  Stirling  more  tlian  three 
years  (some  papers  before  me  say,  he  was 
in  prison,  with  a  very  little  intermission, 
full  ten  years)  is  ordered  to  be  liberate. 
That  same  day  a  new  proc'lamation  is  emit- 
ted against  the  murderers  of  the  archbishop 
of  St  Andrews,  and  their  names  insert.  And 
at  the  close  of  it,  all  the  magistrates  of  royal 
burghs,  are  ordered  to  take  the  declaration 
against  Michaelmas  next.  I  make  no  re- 
flections upon  it,  but  add  it  with  the  rest 
of  the  public  papers.* 


•   Proclamation  afainsi  the  murdertrs  of  the  arch- 

biiJtoVy  SqtWmbcr  aiO//r,  1079. 
Charles,  hy  tne  gnice  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  l-'rance,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith  :  to  our  lovits  heralds,  macers, 

pumulvantfl,  or  mesnengem  at  arms,  our  sheriffs 
in  tliat  imrt,  conjunctly  and  severally,  specially 
constitute,  greeting.  We  taking  to  our  consider- 
ation, how  much  the  protestant  religion,  and 
the  honour  of  this  our  sncient  kingdom  are 
stained  by  that  barbarous  and  horrid  assassina- 
tion and  murder  of  the  late  archbishop  of  St 
Andrews,  whereof  we  have,  by  several  procla- 
mations, expresucd  our  abhorrency,  and  prohi- 
bited the  reset  of  these  murderers,  whom  we 
have  excepted  from  our  late  gracious  pardon  and 
indemnity :  and  albeit  it  was  ths  duty  (not  only 
of  those  in  authority  under  us,)  but  of  all  our 
subjects,  to  use  their  endeavours  for  discovering 
and  bringing  to  justice  these  execrable  persons, 
enemies  to  all  humane  wx^iety ;  vet  we  under- 
stand, that  these  murderers,  and  likewise  divers 
heritors  and  ministers,  who  were  engaged  in  the 
late  rebellion,  and  are  excepted  from  our  indem- 
nity, have  been  harlniured  and  reset  in  some 
places  of  this  kingdom,  to  the  great  reproach  of 
the  nation,  and  contempt  of  our  authority  and 
laws.  Therefore,  we,  with  advice  of  our  privy 
council,  do  command  and  charge  all  sheriff's, 
stewarU,  bailies  of  regalities  and  bailiaries,  and 
their  deputes,  magistrates  of  burghs,  and  others 
in  authority  under  us,  to  search  for,  seek,  take, 
and  apprehend  the  persons  allttnama^'^VL.  ^«^x^ 
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When  the  aooounts  came,  that  the 
^ '  '  duke  of  York  wa*  coming  for  Scot- 
land, October  16th,  the  oooncil  send  lettera  to 
the  absent  members  to  repair  to  Edinburgh 
with  all  speed,  the  council  designing  to  meet 
his  highness  at  the  border,  and  that  noblemen 
nd  gentlemen  near  by  be  desired  to  wait 
on  them  on  this  occasion.  Letters  are  writ 
to  the  sherifis  of  Edinbuigh,  Haddington, 
Linlithgow,  Berwick,  and  others,  to  at- 
tend. Mr  Maitland  of  Dndhop  is  sent  to 
attend  his  rojal  highness  in  England,  and 
to  know  when  he  will  be  waited  on.  He 
isme  to  Berwick  upon  Friday,  November 
21st,  to  Lethington  upon  Saturday,  and  to 
the  Abbey,  Monday,  November  $4th.  The 
council  went  out  and  met  him,  and  he  was 
received  into  town  with  the  greatest  so- 
lemnity, and  sumptuously  entertained  by  the 
town  of  Edinburgh  and  the  nobility.  The 
duke  retired  from  the  storm  that  he  found 
gathering  against  him  from  the  new  parlia- 
ment in  EngUind;  and  when  that  was 
over,  by  the  prorogation,  the  king  called 
up  his  brother  in  February,  as  we  may 
hear,  and  he  went  up  to  manage  all  at 
court.  Several  of  our  Scots  nobility  went 
with  him  by  sea,  and  some  of  them  were 
lost    in  their    passage    homeward.      The 

Ualfuur  of  Kinloch,  David  Hadutooof  lUtbU- 
li*t,  Georee  Balfour  ia  Gilston,  James  KuimI  in 
Kettle,  Robert  DIngwal  a  tenant's  son  in  Cad- 
dam,  Andrenr  Gailhin  webster  In  Balmerinoch, 
Alexander  and  Andreve  Hendersons,  sons  to 
John  Henderson  in  Kilbrachmont,  and  George 
Fleming  son  to  George  Fleming  in  Balbuthy, 
who  did  perpetrate  and  commit  the  said  horrid 
murder;  and  also,  any  heritors  and  ministers 
tvho  were  in  the  late  rebellion*  and  any  persons 
who  have  reset  and  harl>oured  these  murderers 
and  rebels,  wherever  they  can  be  found  within 
the  bounds  of  their  respective  jurisdictions,  and 
put  them  in  sure  ward  and  firmance,  until  they 
be  brought  to  justice ;  and  in  case  these  persons 
dee  out  of  the  shire,  that  they  give  notice  thenw 
of  to  tlie  sheriff,  or  other  magistrate  of  the  next 
shire  or  jurhidictiou,  that  they  may,  in  like  man- 
ner, search  for,  apprehend,  and  secure  them, 
until  they  be  brought  to  justice.  With  power 
to  the  sheriffs,  and  other  magistrates  aibresaid, 
if  they  shall  find  cause,  to  call  to  their  assistance 
our  Nubjects  within  their  jurisdiction,  or  such 
a  number  of  them  as  they  shall  think  fit,  who 
are  herebv  reauired  to  concur  with,  and  assist 
them,  under  all  highest  pain  and  charge.  And 
we  expect,  that  the  sheriffs  and  other  magistrates 
aforesaid,  will  use  exact  diligence  in  Uie  pre- 
misses, as  they  will  be  answerable  on  their  higli- 
«wl  peril.  And  seeing,  by  the  fifth  act  of  the 
t^coud  aesiUoa,  and  the  second  act  of  ths  third 


diike*s  presence  veiy  modi  strengthened 
the  violent  party  in  tiie  oonodl,  and  the 
bishops,  in  their  severe  measures  agaiosf 
presbyterians.  And,  to  be  snre,  that  party 
need  expect  no  merey  from  popery  and 
papists,  and  whatever  is  done  under  pre- 
text of  fiivonr  to  them  by  that  gang,  is  still 
a  snare ;  and  from  the  duke's  coming,  and 
his  being  here  afterwards,  we  may  in  part 
draw  the  growing  nature  of  presbyteriam' 
sufferings,  during  the  following  years. 

Meanwhile  new  orders  are  given  to  the 
army,  and  general  Dalriel  is  warranted  to 
order  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  stand- 
ing forces  to  search  for,  and  seise  such  ai 
are  declared  fugitives  and  rebels  by  the 
justiciary  for  the  late  rebellion,  and  that 
conform  to  a  roll  given  him  under  the 
justice-general's  hand,  of  which  we  shall 
hear  more  afterwards.  Yea,  by  a  letter 
from  the  king,  dated  November  1st,  gen- 
eral Dalsiel  is  declared  commander-in- 
chief  of  his  miyesty's  forces,  with  this  ad- 
dition, **  And  that  he  may  be  enabled  to 
act  with  the  greater  freedom  frtmi  time  to 
time,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  to  ua  in 
that  important  post,  he  may  go  on,  with- 
out losing  of  time  in  staying  for  orders 
from  any  other  person  in  our  absence: 


session  of  our  first  parliament,  the  magistrates 
and  councils  of  bargbs  are  ordained,  at  and  be- 
fore their  admissioDS  to  the  tzerdae  ef  their  of- 
fices, to  sign  the  declaration  appointed  to  be 
dgned  by  all  persons  in  public  trust,  under  the 
certifications  therein  expressed  ;  therefore  we, 
with  advice  foresaid,  do  command  and  require 
the  magistrates  and  councils  of  the  respective 
burghs  of  this  kingdom,  who  shall  be  chosen  at 
the  next  ensuing  elections,  to  sign  the  foresaid 
declaration,  as  is  prescribed  in  the  said  acta,  and 
to  return  the  declarations,  so  signed  by  tbco^  to 
the  clerks  of  our  privy  council,  betwixt  and  the 
third  Thursday  of  November  next;  certifying 
such  as  shall  not  give  obedience  that  they  shall 
be  proceeded  against,  and  censured  conform  to 
the  said  acts  ot  parliament.  Our  will  is  here- 
fore,  and  we  charge  you  strictly,  and  command, 
that  incontinent,  these  our  letters  scco,  ye  pass 
to  the  market-cross  of  £dinbui^h,  and  reman- 
ent market-crosses  of  the  head  borghs  of  the 
several  shires  of  this  kingdom,  and  other  places 
needful,  and  there,  by  open  prodamatioo,  make 
publication  of  the  inremisssa,  that  mmc  may  pre- 
tend ignorance  of  the  same  And  we  ordain 
these  presents  to  be  printed. 

Given  under  our  signet  at  Edinbuigh,  the 
twentieth  day  of  September,  1679,  and  of  our 
reign  the  thirty-first  year. 

Will.  Pateeson,  CI.  Seer.  CmhOIiL 

Qon  %KVX  THE  KlHO. 
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!v«rtiifllMi»  in  emergenciM  of  tUte,  the 
nmcil  are  aUoired  to  give  him  directions.'* 
Ins  ie  a  large  power  indeed.  At  the  same 
ne  the  cooncil  go  on  against  conventicles, 
id  ordain  the  magistrates  of  Linlithgow 

sappress  a  meeting«4iouse  they  are  in- 
rmed  is  setting  np  there.  And  Novenn 
r  13th,  orders  are  sent  to  the  magistrates 

LinlithgoWp  Innerkeithing,  and  Kirk- 
Ijr,  to  suppress  the  meeting-houses  set 
I  there. 

When  the  duke  of  York  came  down,  he 
tod  as  a  counsell(Hr,  without  taking  tlie 
fcha,  hy  yirtue  of  a  letter  firom  his  ma- 
tft  dated  Noyember  30th,  which  runs, 
Etight  trusty,  &c  We  have  thought  fit 
•oquaint  you,  that  our  only  brother  the 
ke  of  Albany  and  York,  being  resolved, 
tk  our  allowance,  for  some  time  to  re- 
la  in  Scotland,  it  is  our  pleasure  that  he 
Dtiane  to  act  as  a  privy  counsellor,  in  that 
r  ancient  kingdom,  without  any  oath, 
UB^  named  in  our  last  commission  1676, 
I  he  did  by  our  former  commissions)  it 
ing  tha  privilege  of  the  lawful  sons  and 
vthers  of  the  king,  not  to  be  compre- 
ndad  under  any  such  general  words  as 
Bse  of  the  11th  act  of  our  first  parlia- 
mt,  though  that  act  doth  comprehend  all 
tiers  except  them  alone.  For  which  this 
ill  be  your  warrant 

*  LAUDERDiOB." 

Upon  a  letter  from  the  king,  that  the 
Htia  be  regulated,  the  council,  December 
Ik,  approve  of  the  report  of  their  com- 
ttee.  This  report,  because  much  of  the 
raaaing  of  the  country  was  friim  the 
itmn,  and  parties  of  the  militia,  and  the 
body  for  supporting  them  was  very 
vffp  I  have  inserted  below.*    That  same 


Wtpori  abont  the  mndei  cf  the  militia^  Deamber 

mh,  1679. 
rbe  report  underwritten,  anent  the  neve 
del  of  thm  militlii,  being  read,  was  approven, 
I  H  was  reoommended  to  the  committee  ap- 
■Sed  to  eonaider  that  affair,  to  meet  and  see 
lat  b  further  to  be  done  tbereanent,  In  piir- 
tiire  of  his  majeHtjr'ii  commands,  signified  hj 
letters  to  the  council,  of  which  report  the 
«r  follows,  llie  committee  finds,  that,  by 
•  several  acts  of  parliament,  there  is  offpr 
de  to  bb  majesty,  of  S0,000  foot,  and  S,000 
rat ;  that  the  privy  council  did  enact  seveni] 
nga,  by  way  or  JnntructJont,  cottcemhig  thh  | 


day,  a  report  is  approven  about  the 
prisoners,    "  That    Alexander  and  ^^^^ 
James  Balfours,  and  James  Ness,  in  prison 
for  presumed  accession  to  the  archbishop's 


militia,  in  the  vear  I60B,  and  especially,  that 
they  should  rendezrous  for  exercise^  five  days  ilk 
year  :   the  committee  considered,  that  no  less 
than  ten  days  was  possibly  necessary  for  five 
days*  exercise,  in  respect  of  coming  and  going, 
and  that  eighteen  shillings  Scots  is  appointed  for 
ilk  horseman,  and  six  shillings  Scots  for  ilk  foot- 
man of  the  said  davs.     They  find  these  iostme- 
tions  approven  and  ratified  in  parliament,  in  the 
vear  1669,  and,  by  the  same  act,  further  power 
is  granted  to  the  council,  to  appoint  rendesvonses 
as  they  should  find  expedient ;  yet  thev  do  not 
find,  that  the  council   has  hitherto  added  any 
more  days  than  formerly.     They  likewise  find, 
that  hb  mijesty,  by  his  gracious  letter  the  26tli 
of  October  16^  l<ioking  on  the  22,000  men,  as 
too  great  a  number  to  be  frequently  withdrawn 
from  their  employments,  did,  for  the  ease  of  the 
subjects,  propose  that  only  5,000  foot,  and  500 
horse,  should  rendezvous  for  exercise ;   and,  to 
the  end  those  might  be  effectual,  and  fitted  for 
the  king  and  country's  service,  proposed,  that 
they  should  exercise  four  days  each  month  :  but, 
in  his  Toynl  wisdom  and  goodness,  taking  caru 
that  the  subjects  should  not  be  put  to  more  ex- 
pense, than  by  their  own  consent  in  parliament 
they  had  already  consented  to,  hath  not  proposed 
that  the  council  should  add  any  more  expenses 
upon  the  account  of  rendezvouses,  but  that  the 
days  already  appointed  for  the  22,000  may  be 
converted  to  maintiiin  5,600  for  an  equivalent 
number  of  davs ;  and  if  aoM>re  days  be  requbite 
for  exercise,  that  his  mi\)esty  is  to  pay  therefore. 
As  also,  that,  out  of  his  mi^esty*8  treasury,  he 
will  order  yearly  salaries  for  such  officers  as 
shall  be  necesciarv  for  exercising  these  regiments 
and  troops  tn  military  discipline,  for  the  common 
safety  of  king  and  country.     To  the  which  pro- 
posal the  committee  find,  that  the  privy  council, 
on  the  14th  day  of  November  ]678»  did  give  their 
nnanimouB  approbation,  and  dutlftUly  returned 
the  same  with  a  iust  cast  of  the  nld  5,500  men 
on  the  several  shires  of  the  kingdom,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  the  militia,  according  to  the  act  of 
parliament;  and  likewise  his  majesty,  bv  hb 
letter  of  the  10th  of  December  instant,  hath  re- 
commended the  said  proposition  to  the  privy 
council,  with  his  roval  pleasure,  desiring  the 
same  to  be  made  speedily  effectual;  which  being 
committed.  It  is  the  humble  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  proportions  already  casten  on 
each  shire  are  just  and  equal;  and  as  to Uie  ex- 
penses to  be  paid  by  the  country,  in  respect  that 
his  mnjesty  proposes  that  the  whole  should  ren- 
dezvous two  days  each  year,  so  that  there  ra- 
mains  only  eight  days  of  the  number  hitherto 
appointed,  and  that  his  mnjesty  has  signified  his 
royal  will,  not  to  burden  Uie  subjects  with  any 
addition  t<i  what  is  already  appointed.     It  is 
their  opinion,  that,  in  place  of  the  eight  days  for 
22,000  men,  the  countiy  should  pay  thirty- two 
days  to  6,500  men,  according  to  the  rates  allowed 
in  the  act  of  parliament ;  and  if  his  mabsty  ap- 
point  any  more  days,  that  they  be  paid  by  his 
majesty ;  and  that  his  majesty  woiud  eommltt- 
sionata  such  oflkccrs  as  ha  thXnka  fix,  vn^  >3mx  v(» 
soon  as  hit  majesty  pleases  *,  \ha\  aUaoc  >3sk^  w« 
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miirdw,  be  further   tried.      That 


appointed  for  their  aereral  charg^et,  they  may 
receive  instructions  from  theoouncil  to  the  com* 
misftioners  of  the  militia  in  the  several  shires,  to 
malie  the  said  model  effectual,  as  is  proposed  ; 
and  if  his  majesty  pleases  to  dispense  with  the 
two  days  of  the  general  rendezvous  of  the  whole, 
in  tbMt  CMMe  that  the  country  should  pay  forty 


Robert  Gamock  smith  in  Stirlinf  , 
W  moet  obstinate  and  malicious,  and  will 
neither  enact  himself  not  to  take  up  anM, 
nor  say  the  archbishop's  murder  was  mur- 
der, but  ezoommimicatod  Mieh  of  his  neigh- 
bours as  did  so;  and  therefore  he  lie  in 
prison  till  further  triaL"  We  have  seen 
the  ground  of  this  ill-worded  report  about 
this  person  above.  *<That  John  Hender- 
son, an  old  man,  in  prison  for  harbour  of 
his  sons,  after  they  had  been  at  the  mur- 
der, which  he  denies,  and  Henry  Schaw  iu 
Fife,  taken  when  Inchdamy  waa  killed,  be 
liberate  on  bond  of  a  thousand  merks,  to 
compear  when  called.  That  Robert  Blaw, 
now  three  years  in  prison  for  conventicles, 
be  liberate  on  bond  of  two  thoosand  merks. 
That  George  Fleming,  and  Stirk,  in 

prison  for  suspected  accession  to  the  mur^ 
der,  be  continued.** 

December  23d  the  chancellor  writes  the 
following  letter  to  general  DahieL  **  Sir, 
besides  the  heritors  given  up  in  the  Por- 
teous  roll,  it  is  informed,  that  there  are 
several  other  heritors  who  were  iu  the 
rebellion  not  given  up;  and  whereas  in 
several  places  of  the  country  that  defect 
may  be  supplied,  the  council  recommendii 
unto  you  to  appoint  your  officers  to  inform 
themselves  of  such  heritors,  and  the  par- 
ishes where  they  dwell  or  dwelt,  and  of  the 
witnesses  against  them;  and  as  soon  as 
possible  send  up  accounts  to  the  advocate, 
that  he  may  the  better  be  able  to  insist 
against  them,  before  the  justices.  1  am, 
&c.  Rothes.*'  We  see  the  pains  they  are 
at  to  discover  heritors,  and  what  repeated 
endeavours  are  used  this  way ;  and  in  the 
following  years  we  shall  find  the  managers 
got  their  lands  and  estates. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  year,  I  find  sev- 
eral presbyterian  ministers  in  the  west  met 
at  Paisley ;  and  considering  the  great  haz- 
ard of  religion,  and  the  terrible  advances 


popery  was  making,  they  drew  np  a  warn- 
ing against  popeiy,  and  a  abort  Tindicstion 
of  presbyterian  principles,  wkicli  thfy 
resolved  to  have  pnbUshed,  but  would  not 
let  it  coau  to  the  nfea  view,  mtil  the  rat 
of  their  brethreii  in  other  plaoes  abovld  see 
and  approve  it  There  hfti  boon  a  genend* 
meeting  of  ministers  appointed  at  Edin- 
burgh, upon  tile  day  of  February 
next,  and  the  warning  was  sent  in  thither 
with  one  of  their  nnnJ>er:  bnt  tke  timn 
growing  worse,  and  some  noise  being  made 
by  the  managers  about  that  meeting,  it  was 
found  convenient  to  drop  the  meetinir. 
This  paper  I  have  not  seen,  but  I  hear  it 
was  pointedly  drawn.  After  thia  till  the 
revolution,- presbyterian  ministers  had  few 
or  no  meetings;  and  I  shall  have  littie 
more  to  say  of  than,  bnt  that  they  remained 
in  retirement,  few  venturing  to  preach  in 
the  fields^  and  some  now  and  then  in  houses. 
And  through  the  Hollowing  years  I  shall 
have  little  more  to  narmte,  bnt  a  continued 
scene  of  persecutionof  ministers  and  people, 
and  heavy  oppression  of  the  whole  country. 
Thus  I  have  given  as  ftdl  an  account  of  tliis 
remarkable  year  1679»  aa  my  materials 
afforded  me. 

CHAP.  IV. 

OF   THB  STATE  AND  SUFFERINGS   OP  PEESBY- 
TERIANS,  DURING  THE  YEAR  1080. 
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This  year  does  not  afford  so  much 
matter  as  the  last,  with  respect  to 
public  commotions  and  stirs^  but  as  much, 
if  not  more,  witli  relation  to  what  is  pro- 
perly the  design  of  this  work.  The  west 
and  south  of  Scotland  continue  to  be 
harassed  with  the  cruel  soldiers;  and  in 
the  entry  of  the  year  the  justiciary  fall  to 
work  effectually  to  prosecute  multitudes 
criminally  for  the  rising  at  Both  well ;  and 
not  a  few  were  involved  in  the  prosecutioii, 
who  were  not  concerned  in  the  rising. 
The  months  of  June  and  July  opened  s 
new  scene  of  suffering:  the  taking  of  a 
rude  and  unfinished  paper  at  Queensfeny, 
and  the  first  declaration  made  by  a  few  who 
distinguished  themselves,  by  their  peculiar 
iseutimeuta,  from  the  rest  of  the  suffering 


dgjrg  to  the  model,  at  the  foresaid  rates,  wh\cu  i  .  a       ^  i 

At  w/tb  mllbamility,  Ua  to  his  royal  pleasure,   ^v^f**^^^*^*'*^^  Y^^^^^^^'*'**^  \fWlsmsr 
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tioo ;  and  tlie  lendiiii^  of  noldien  vrestward, 
to  proMcato  this,  iMned  in  the  scuffle  at 
Ayra-moM.  Such  who  ran  to  the  liei^hts 
in  the  deolaimtion  just  now  spoken  of,  shall 
mow,  and  after  this,  be  aecoanted  for  by 
themaelTes,  as  having^  separated  from  the 
rsst  who  owned  presbyterian  principles: 
and  I  shall  essay  to  giye  matter  of  fact  with 
relation  to  them,  and  the  sufferings  they 
underwent  Several  of  them  suffered  unto 
blood  this  year.  After  Ayrs-moss,  and  the 
execatiomi  which  followed  upon  it,  Mr 
Gaigill's  singular  and  unprecedented  ex- 
commnniGation  will  fall  in,  and  some  more 
public  deaths  for  hearings  him  preach  and 
owning  these  papers  he  was  concerned  in. 
Those  subjects  will  afford  matter  for  several 
sections.  The  forfeitures  and  criminal  trials 
I  am  able  to  give  in  their  proper  places 
from  the  justiciary  books:  but  several  ac- 
counts of  courts  held  up  and  down  the 
ooontry,  and  the  hardships  of  particular 
persons,  I  have  without  dates,  the  papers 
containing  only  the  year  in  general;  and 
sometimes  I  must  gather  it  from  the  cir- 
cnmstances  which  were  in  this  year.  The 
matters  of  ftct  are  certain,  and  any  mistakes 
as  to  the  date,  will  be  excused. 

SECT,  I. 

Of  the  per$eaitiom  relative  to  Bothwell  ris- 
mg^for  wm^tUndcance  on  the  king's  host, 
andtheforfeitwres  tliis  year,  1680. 

AvTER  the  large  account  of  the  rising  last 
year,  it  will  be  proper  to  begin  the  histoiy 
of  this  with  the  procedure  of  the  managers 
against  such  as  were  alleged  to  be  concerned 
with  it  These  were  of  two  sorts,  the  heri- 
tors and  gentlemen,  who  did  not  come  to 
the  host,  and  actively  concur  with  the 
king's  army,  and  the  heritors  and  others 
who  were  said  to  be  in  the  west  country 
amy.  I  shall  give  some  account  of  the 
riiporoos  procedure  against  both,  from  the 


To  begin  with  those  who  were  prose- 
cuted for  non-attendance  on  the  king's 
amy,  it  may  be  observed,  that  we  have 
old  laws  in  Scotland  made  in  the 
of  oar  feuds,  and  almost  continual 
wnang  Amilles  mid  clans,  and 

Hi, 


when  our  kings  lived  in  this  ki  ngdom,    ^^ 
which  do  make  the  not  coming  out 
when  called  to  the  king's  host,  a  great  crime, 
and  ad  terrorem  severe  punishments  are  by 
these  laws  knit  to  it ;  but  I  question,  if  for 
these  hundred,  or  hundred  and  fifty  years, 
they  were  put  in  execution,  till  now  they 
are  advanced  as  a  handle  against  a  great 
many  persons,  who  from  different  reasons 
came  not  out  against  the  west  country 
army.    Matters  were  laid  last  year  for  this 
prosecution ;  and,  of  design,  I  left  them  to 
this  place,  and  so  we  must  look  back  a 
little.    After  the  rising  at  Pentland,  little 
or  no  stir  was  made  about  heritors'  non- 
attendance  upon  the  army;  but  now  our 
managers  resolve  upon  severer    courses; 
and  when  they  find  that  what  W9»  to  arise 
from  the  estates  of  such  as  had  been  per- 
sonally concerned  in  the  rising,  would  not 
answer  their  expectations,  a  more  general 
oppression  of  gentlemen  and  heritors  is  re- 
solved upon.     It  was  presumed,  that  such 
who  did  not  heartily  join  the  army,  were 
well  affected  to  presbyterians,  and  no  op- 
portunity of  bringing  such  to  trouble  was 
lost,  especially  when  it  was  like  to  bring  in 
large  sums  of  money.    Thus  I  find  by  the 
council  registers,  November  6th,  '  That,  at 
the  desire  of  the  lords  of  justiciary,  a  com- 
mittee is  named  to  meet  with  them,  the 
chancellor,  earls  of  Ai^le,  Murray,  Glen- 
cairn,  the  president,  treasurer-depute,  regis- 
trar, and  advocate,  and  consider  what  shall 
be  the  punishment  of  absents  from  the 
king's  host     November  8th,  their  opinion 
is  reported,  that  the  heritors  and  freehold- 
ers guilty,  should  be  fined ;  the  most  guilty 
not  above  two  years'  valued  rent,  and  the 
least  in  a  fourth  part  of  their  rent :  that 
those  who  are  fined  in  the  least  degree,  be 
appointed  to  take  the  oath  of  allegianco 
and  declaration,  and,  if  they  refuse,  Uiat 
they  be  fined  in  the  highest  rank.'     The 
council  approve  this  report     Thus  no  small 
persecution  for  conscience  sake,  is  mixed 
with  this  civil  kind  of  crime.    Those  pro- 
posals are  transmitted  in  a  letter  to  Lau. 
derdale,  dated, 

«  Edinbargb,  Noyember  lltb,  1079. 
"  May  it  please  your  fracA, 
**  The  just  abhorrencis  "w*  \«l^^  ^"i  ^^ 
last  rebellion,  and  lY\e  too'^niX««M%V5MXSX!i^ 
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lAfln  »t>n®P™Giplesmayoocuiont1ieL, — 
*  distempen,  do  dblife  ui  to  inform  his 
miyesty  by  your  gfrace,  that  if  those  who  went 
not  to  aflist  hit  majesty  againit  these  rebels, 
or  deserted  the  king's  host,  be  not  punished, 
we  cannot  promise  his  miyesty  will  liaTe 
any  proportional  force  against  any  future 
insurrections,  since  we  find,  by  our  great 
experience,  that  those  who  were  at  daily 
expense  and  haiard  in  thai  expeditioii,  are 
much  discouraged,  when  they  see  others 
who  stayed  at  home,  or  deserted,  suffer  no> 
thing;  and  that  such  as  stayed  at  home^ 
from  a  principle  of  unkindness  to  his  ihip 
jesty*s  goremraeBt,  do  treat  the  dutifahiess 
of  such  as  went  -there,  as  an  offieious  and 
unregarded  forwardness:  withal,  your  grace 
may  inform  his  mijesty,  that  we  are  resolyed 
to  pursue  so  modemtely  these  offenders,  as 
may  show  that  this  punishment  should  be 
rather  a  warning ;  those  most  guilty  being 
not  to  be  fined  above  two  years  valued 
rent,  whilst  others,  who  are  less  guilty,  are 
to  be  fined  at  least  in  a  fourth  part  of  a 
year*s  valued  rent,  and  which  is  little  more 
ihan  what  they  behoved  to  have  spent  in 
the  expedition:  whereas,  the  statutes 
against  the  crimes,  having  left  the  punish- 
ment to  be  proportioned  according  to  the 
several  circumstances  that  should  occur, 
such  offenders  liave  been  punished  by  for- 
feitures, confiscations,  and  banishment 
These  our  resolutions,  though  taken  and 
formed  after  much  serious  debate,  are  sub- 
jected with  all  dutiful  respect  to  his  miyes- 
ty*s  royal  consideration,  by 
**  Your  grace's  most  humble  servant, 
«  Rothes  Cancel.  I.  P.  D." 

The  motions  for  this  heavy  oppression  of 
multitudes,  we  see,  came  firom  Edinburgh, 
and  were  fallen  in  with  at  London.  Ac- 
cordingly, I  find  a  letter  from  the  king  up- 
on this  subject,  recorded  in  the  justiciary- 
registers,  of  the  date, 

**  Whitehall,  Noyember  iStb,  1679. 
**  Charles  R.    Whereas,  albeit  by  express 
law,  the  deserters  from  our  host  be  punish- 
able by  death,  yet  we  are  graciously  pleased 
hereby  to  allow  you  to  proceed  against 
them  in  the  same  way,  and  to  the  same 
paiDB  and  punisbmen^  as  you  are  resolved 
to  proceed  agMWMt  the  guiltiest  of  nibb  m 
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dfid  not  oome  to  our  liost     For  Mag 
whereof  this  shall  be  your  warrant 

*  Laudbbdaul"* 

By  the  proclamations  issued  out  dmrmf 
the  rising,  the  absents  finom  the  host  wisrs 
to  be  punished  as  deserters  of  it;  hot  tlwl 
betng  death  by  some  antiquated  laws,  and  il 
not  being  blood  but  money,  a  good  many 
about  Edinbuigh  were  at  this  time  wanW 
ing,  this  letter  was  procured  with  relatioB 
to  deserters,  who,  I  suppose,  were  not 
many,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  the  word; 
and  this  was  a  prsfiuse  to  what  fc^owed  as 
to  the  absents.  That  same  day,  a  letto*  is 
writ  to  the  oonndl,  approving  tiie  pr»> 
posal  in  all  points^  which  they  make  im 
theirs  of  the  1 1th,  and  so  it  needs  sot  be 
insert  here.  When  they  are  thua  wm^ 
ranted  to  begin  their  finings  upon  tidi 
head,  they  go  roundly  to  work,  and  lettsoi 
are  writ  to  the  sheriffs  in  each  shire^  that 
they  send  in  the  Imm^s  of  valuation,  or  ad* 
tested  copies  of  them  to  Edinbuq^;  and 
the  officers  of  the  army  are  appointed  to 
send  in  lists  of  the  heritors  in  each  shin^ 
who  did  not  attend  the  king's  host 

In  December  and  January,  citations  are 
ordered  to  be  given  to  some  hundreds  of 
gentlemen,  heritors,  and  fireeholders,  by  the 
justiciary.  It  took  some  time  before  the 
lists  could  be  made  up,  and  the  witnessss 
condescended  on,  and  the  managers  them- 
selves seem  not  to  be  fully  agreed,  and 
severals  were  for  moderate  courses,  gentle- 
men's excuses  being  found  many  of  them 
highly  reasonable  for  not  attending  musten^ 
and  coming  to  the  host  But  the  violent 
party  prevailed.  Thus,  February  23d,  a 
great  many  considerable  gentlemen,  heri- 
tors, and  feuars,  are  pannelled  before  the 
justiciary  for  absence  fi^m  the  host,  and 
receive  their  indictment  Good  numbers 
of  the  ablest  lawyers  were  employed  by  the 
gentlemen,  and  Uieir  defences  are  long,  and 
pleadings  very  laige  upon  the  matter  in 
general,  and  the  particular  circumstances  of 
the  pannels.  The  advocate  gives  laige  re- 
plies, and  enforces  his  reasonings  with  the 
weight  of  the  letter  from  the  king  to  the 
council  upon  this  head,  dated  November 
IBth,  which  was  noticed  just  now.  This 
axfumsat  tram  i^  Tssri^waaiia  V&  ^wmciU 
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btcktd  with  royal  ^iprobatioii,  no  doubt 
WIS  niiBBOwonblo;  and  lo  the  lords  give 
isntonoc  signinst  tho  gentlemen.  I  csnnot 
insert  nil  who  were  fined  now  and  after- 
to-wards;  only,  for  n  taste  at  this  time, 
JMBea  Yoong  of  Kirl&ton  is  fined  in  1870 
poaidaSoot%  of  Pitloohie  in  700 

pooidsy  Aleiandw  Durham  of  Largo  in 
1850  pounds,  Dayid  Bakanqnel  of  that  Ilk 
in  MO  pounds^  Alexander  Nairn  of  Samford 
IB  S94  pounds,  George  Moncrief  of  Redie 
in  800  poonds,  James  Weems  in  Olencop- 
•ton  in  1 75  pounds^  and  nniltitudes  of  others. 
At  other  diets  of  the  justiciary  in  Febiuary, 
1  find  vast  numbers  of  gentlemen  and  faeri- 
tonia  the  shires  of  Lothian,  the  Merse, 
ind  otfa«r  places,  pannelled,  and  more  than 
1  hnndred  of  them  fined  in  very  consider- 
tUe  soma ;  and,  towards  the  end  of  March, 
the  lords  are  taken  up  in  the  same  work : 
mtences  are  past  against  as  many  as  in 
Fehroarf  ,  if  not  more,  and  dischai^^  are 
produced  of  the  payment  of  former  fines, 
HHBe  of  them  seyeral  thousand  pounds. 
Upon  the  26th  of  July,  this  matter  of  ab- 
•mce  from  the  king's  host,  is  taken  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  justiciary,  and  put  in  the 
hands  of  the  council.  This  was  a  more 
ftrintrarj  court,  and  gaye  not  tbemseWes 
the  troahlo  of  kwyers,  and  legal  defences. 
That  day,  I  find  the  advocate  produced  a 
letter  from  the  king,  of  the  date, 

*•  WindMr,  June  1st,  1680. 

*  Charies  It— Right  trusty,  &c.  We  are 
•ensiUe  of  the  small  effects  that  have  fol- 
lowed by  the  trial  of  such  who  have  been 
absent  from  our  host,  before  the  justiciary ; 
and  being  informed  that  summons  are  issued 
out  to  cite  many  others  through  the  shires 
for  that  crime,  it  is  now  our  will  and 
pleasure,  that  they  be  proceeded  against, 
not  criminally,  but  Cy  way  of  fining,  ac- 
cording to  the  degrees  of  their  guilt,  not 
admitting  frivolous  excuses  for  absence  or 
desertion,  which  we  look  upon  as  prepara^ 
tives  of  dangerous  consequence  to  our  ser- 
vice. We  desire  none  benorth  Tay  be 
troubled  with  trials  or  citations,  these  only 
excepted  who  are  known  to  be  notoriously 
disaffected  to  our  government  in  church 
and  state :  for  though  we  are  at  this  time 
gradoosly  pleased  to  excuse  tbem  from  a 
enauttMl  prooeea,  yet  we   will  not  suffer 


1 


absents  and   deserters    to    escape    .^g^ 
without  some  punishment  by  way 
of  fining,  which  we  desire  you  to  signify 
to  our  justice  court.    So  v-e  bid  you,  &c.** 

How  it  came  to  pass  that  such  a  letter  as 
this,  of  the  date,  June  1st,  was  not  inti- 
mated, till  July  ^6th,  I  shall  not  inquire ; 
certainly  somebody  or  other  found  their 
advantage  by  it  This  letter  is  intimated 
and  recorded  in  the  criminal  books,  and  all 
processes  in  dependence  before  them  are 
deserted,  and  in  their  room  succeed  the 
processes  for  forfeiture  of  life  after  Ayrs- 
moss. 

When  this  matter  comes  l>efore  the 
council,  tliey  go  closely  to  work,  and  their 
registers  for  some  months  are  mostly  taken 
up  with  those  processes.  Many  hundreds 
are  cited  before  them,  the  diets  of  some  are 
continued,  others  are  deserted  (not  with- 
out compositions  and  money  privately 
given.)  Multitudes  are  fined  in  absencet 
and  some  declared  fugitive.  To  enter  upon 
particulars  would  swell  this  chapter  too 
much.  Let  me  give  only  a  few  instances. 
"July  13th,  Dundas  of  Borthwick  is  fined 
in  a  year's  rent.  Aug^ist  Ist,  the  laird  of 
RiddeVs  excuses  for  absence  not  sustained, 
he  is  fined  in  two  years*  rent,  which  is 
6,000  pounds  Scots;  George  Douglas  of 
Bonjedbui^h  fined  in  6,000  pounds  Scots ; 
Ker  of  Cherry  trees  in  3,000  mcrks;  James 
Scot  of  Thirlstane  in  2,776  pounds ;  Francis 
Scot  of  Greenhill  in  800  pounds.'*  It  is 
noticed,  that  they  all  refused  the  declara- 
tion, probably  otherwise  they  might  have 
had  their  excuses  sustained,  or  been  fined 
vastly  down  of  those  sums ;  and  so  they  are 
properly  sufferers  for  their  opinion  in  point 
of  prela<*y.  August  Otli,  the  following  per- 
sons in  Berwickshire,  arc  fined  for  absence 
from  the  host;  "  Patrick  Wardlaw,  in 4,000 
pounds  Scots,  Robert  Brown  of  Blackburn 
1,200  pounds,  Pringlc  of  Grecnknow  1,500 
pounds,  Alexander  Hume  iu  St  Bathans 
200  pounds,  Samuel  Spence  400  pounds, 
Clapperton  of  Wylie-cleugh  1,000  merks, 
George  Hume  of  Bassenden  1,000  merks." 
They  are  all  ordained  to  pay  in  six  days. 
But  particular  instances  would  be  endless. 
November  1 1th,  I  find  the  council  appoint, 
"  That  caption  he  execa\«^  V\V^  c»<&cqx- 
rence  of  parties  of  aoV^Xen,  ^ot  lX\«  ^\\«%  ^\ 
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tbe  abeentB  from  the  host ;  that  their 


eecheeti  be  gifted  in  name  of  his  ma- 
jesty's eashkeeper;  that  in  time  coming,  all 
found  guilty  of  absence  shall  be  kept  in  custo- 
dy till  they  pay  the  fine.*'  This  obliged  many 
not  to  compear,  and  then  the  soldiav  eze- 
eute  the  sentenoe  pronounced  in  absence. 

I  come  now  forward  to  give  an  account 
of  the  forfeitures  this  year,  passed  in  great 
numbers  upon  presbyterian  gentlemen  and 
othen^  for  their  all^;ed  being  at  BothwelL 
All  almost  J  can  do  is  to  insert  their  bare 
names  from  the  justiciary  books,  wanting 
informations  as  to  the  circumstances  of 
most  of  these  gentlemen.  Only  it  may 
be  noticed  in  the  general,  that  most  of 
these  forfeitures  were  passed  in  absence, 
and  upon  yery  slight  and  lame  pro- 
bation, and  multitudes  of  them  in  com- 
mon course,  as  it  were  like  bills  of  sua- 
pension  before  the  ordinary;  yet  the 
time  was,  when  the  justice  court  not  long 
ago  scrupled  upon  such  like  proceedings. 
The  Galloway  gentlemen,  who  they  alleged 
were  at  Bothwell,  were  the  first  sacrifices. 
Thus  I  find,  Februaiy  18th,  Patrick  Mao- 
dowall  of  Freugh  is  called,  having  been 
cited  before.  His  name  is  in  the  proclama- 
tion excepting  persons  out  of  the  indemni- 
ty, as  like^idse,  that  of  most  of  the  rest 
forfeited  this  month;  and  the  managers 
were  well  assured  they  would  not  compear, 
and  their  citation  was  really  a  jest,  after 
they  were  thus  excepted  and  marked  out 
for  ruin.  In  absence  they  haye  witnesses 
led  against  them,  generally  speaking,  sol- 
diers and  spies,  who  had  been  hired  to  traf- 
fic up  and  down  the  country.  Some  depone 
they  saw  Freugh  at  Sanquhar  a  commander 
of  a  body  of  four  or  dye  hundred  men  in 
arms,  as  they  came  to  BothwelL  Two 
witnesses  depone  they  saw  him  at  Hamil- 
ton Muir  among  the  rebels.  The  sentence 
runs,  that  when  taken,  he  shall  be  executed 
and  demeaned  as  a  traitor,  and  his  heritage, 
goods,  and  gear  be  forfeited  to  his  majesty's 
use.  Upon  February  18th,  Mr  William 
Ferguson  of  Kaitloch,  Alexander  Gordons 
elder  and  younger  of  Earlston,  James  Gor- 
don younger  of  Craichlaw,  William  Gordon 
of  CuWennan,  Patrick  Dunbar  of  Machri- 
jDoir^  and  M'Ghie  of  Larg,  are  called. 


elder  was  killed  abont  the  time  of  the  de- 
feat: this  good  man  ia  proaecated  after  his 
death,  of  which  we  shall  meet  with  more 
instances.  The  prepared  witnesses  depoae 
as  to  their  acccasiffla  to  the  rebellion,  and 
they  all  are  forfeited,  aa  aboye^  in  oommoa 
form,  cKcept  M'Ghie  of  Lai^g,  who  ia  oon- 
tmned  until  the  second  Monday  of  June; 
the  reason  of  this  I  know  not 

Another  process  of  forfeiture  is  oots- 
menced  in  the  end  of  June,  and  ended  July 
6th,  against  the  foUowing  persons,  John 
Bell  of  Whiteside,  John  Gibaoa  of  Andua- 
chyne,  Gibson  younger  of  Ingliston, 

Gordon  of  Dundeugh,  Grier  of  Dal- 

gonor,  bmith  of  KUroy,  M^Oel- 

lan  of  Bannagechan,  Thomas  Bogle  of  Be- 
gles-hole,  Baird  younger  of  Dungeon- 

hill,         Gordon  of  Craig^  Lennox  of 

Irelandton,  Gordon  of  Bar-harrow,  Joka 
FuUarton  of  Auchinhare,  Dayid  M'CnUocfa 
son  to  Ardwel,  William  Whitehead  of  Mill- 
house,  John  Welsh  of  Comley,  Keilsoa 
of  Corsack,  Robert  M<€leUan  of  Bancoln 
Samuel  M'Clellan  his  brother,  Follarton 
of  Nether-mill,  Geoiige  M*Artney  of  Blaiket, 
Gordon  of  Garrerie,  Gordon  of 

Knock-gray,  Herron  of  Little-park, 

Gordon  of  Holm,  Gordon  of  Qyer- 
bar,  John  M'Naught  of  Colquhad,  Mur- 
doch, alias  Laird  Murdoch,  and  John  Bin- 
ning of  Dalyennan.  The  libel  and  indict- 
ment against  these  persons,  is  in  the  com- 
mon form,murderingthe  archbishop^  though, 
1  dare  say,  none  of  them  knew  any  thing 
of  it,  burning  the  king's  laws,  accession  to 
the  rebellion  last  year,  and  all  of  them  are 
absent.  Thomas  Bogle,  and  Baird  of  Dun- 
geon-hill are  libelled  as  the  rest,  and  like- 
wise for  attacking  major  Johnston,  which 
they  were  entirely  free  of,  and  no  probation 
is  adduced.  None  of  the  witnesses  almost 
depone  that  they  saw  them  in  the  rebellion, 
nor  in  arms  at  Hamilton  Muir,  and  I  know 
well  several  of  them  were  not  in  the  rebel- 
lion. Their  depositions  run,  that  they  saw 
them  ^dth  the  rebels  at  Glasgow,  Ayr, 
Wigton,  and  other  places ;  and  seyerals  de- 
pone they  had  no  arms.  Cannon  of  Mar- 
drogat  is  ^Hitness  against  most  of  the  (Callo- 
way gentlemen.  None  of  them  were  pre- 
sent, and,  it  seems,  the  judges  were  not 
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Bot  particular  in  the  Ttrdiot^  bat  find  the 
panndi^  in  the  genenly  pultf  ef  the  crimes 
fibdled.  And  they  are  all  forfeited,  ai 
ahore. 

At  BHMt  cf  theee  dieta  of  the  justiciary, 
I  find  vast  numbers  of  others,  whom  I  take 
to  be  smaller  ftnars,  upon  their  absence  de- 
clared fii^tiTes,  and  it  would  be  endlem  to 
set  them  down;  the  general  IdgttiTe  roll 
shall  be  insert  afterwards,  when  it  comes 
by  order  to  be  published.  The  smaller 
heriton,  it  seems,  they  had  not  yet  leisure 
for;  and  they  were  left  to  the  meroy  of 
the  sequestrators,  donaton,  and  the  soldierB 
who  were  going  up  and  down  the  country. 
It  h  gentlemen  of  some  better  fortunes 
Aey  begin  with,  and  their  way  was  yeiy 
cMy,  to  forfeit  in  absence.  The  managers 
had  some  more  trouble  how  to  divide  their 
estates^  and  to  whom  to  make  over  the 
gifts  of  their  forfeiture,  there  were  so  many 
pnltiag  in  their  datms,  and  pleading  merit 
when  so  much  was  a  diriding. 

July  19th,  I  find  another  process  intended 
if^ainst  one,  who  either  had  surrendered, 
«r  had  been  taken.  Alexander  Ross,  msr 
jor  in  the  rebel  army  hut  year,  is  indicted 
in  oommon  form,  for  being  in  the  rebellion, 
and  at  conventicles  since.  I  have  no  other 
aeooonts  of  this  person,  but  what  is  in  the 
registers.  The  advocate  adduces  his  own 
signed  confession,  June  10th,  bearing  that, 
Jime  1679,  he  had  been  in  arms  with  the 
rebels,  and  that  he  disarmed  David  Cun- 
ningham, one  of  the  king's  guards,  and  took 
his  horse  and  arms  from  him  at  his  own 
house  in  Monkland,  and  that  he  was  at 
BothwelL  The  lords  sentence  him  to  be 
hanged  at  the  cross  of  Edinburgh,  Septem- 
ber 8th,  and  forfeit  his  heritage,  goods  and 
gear.  But  it  seems  he  was  insured  of  his 
lifo;  for  I  find,  August  7th,  they  reprieve 
him  to  a  long  day,  upon  his  casting  himself 
upon  the  king's  mercy  by  a  petition,  and 
dedaring  his  willingness  to  take  the  oaths 
and  bond,  imd  intercede  for  a  remission  to 
hmi. 

These  are  all  the  forfeitures  I  have  no- 
ticed this  year  from  the  registers;  it  is 
possible  I  may  have  overiooked  some.  By 
written  accounts  from  Galloway,  I  find 
that  the  year  after  Bothwell,  Alexander 
Haattr  ci  CpigabM$bea,  in  t&e  pMmh  of 


Oldluoe  in  Galloway,  who  had  been  at 
Bothwell,  was  forfeited,  and  his  es-  ^^^' 
tate  was  given  to  the  countess  of  I^^thsdale,  a 
(Hnofessed  papist,  and  she  and  hers  possessed 
it  till  the  year  1089.  Another  heritor  near 
by  him,  Alexander  Hay  of  Ardwallen,  was 
forfeited  for  being  at  Bothwell,  and  his 
lands  given  to  the  popish  fomily  of  Niths- 
dale.  And  which  was  yet  a  greater  se^ 
verity,  Ardwallen*s  mother,  a  pious  old 
gentlewoman  of  about  eighty  years  of  age, 
was  imprisoned  for  mere  nonconformity, 
and  not  keeping  the  church;  and  no  other 
crime  could  be  laid  to  her  charge :  yea,  she 
was  for  some  time  kept  close  prisoner  in 
Dumfries  tdbooth,  to  the  great  danger  of 
her  lifo  in  her  extreme  old  age.  She  like- 
wise is  forfeited,  upon  the  matter,  of  all  she 
had;  for  her  annuity  and  liferent  out  of 
the  estate  was  not  reserved,  but  it  was 
wholly  given  to  the  family  of  Nithsdale.  I 
find  by  these  same  accounts,  that  a  great 
many  other  forfeited  estates  of  presbyterian 
gentlemen  in  that  country,  were  gifted  to 
that  family.  It  was  indeed  low,  and  Roman 
catholic,  and  the  duke  of  York  and  his 
creatures  were  sure  to  look  after  their 
friends.  But  what  a  poor  pass  was  the  re- 
formation at  in  Scotland,  when  religious 
and  pious  people*8  estates  were  violently 
taken  from  them  under  colour  of  law,  for 
their  refusing  to  go  against  their  light,  and 
the  dictates  of  their  conscience  agreeable  to 
scripture,  and  given  to  papists  and  bigotted 
idolaters !  This  was  one  of  the  steps  among 
others,  now  veiy  fast  taking  for  the  re-in- 
troduction of  popery,  by  the  door  of  this 
slavery,  and  those  arbitrary  measures  the 
subjects  were  under. 

SECTION  II. 

Of  the  more  general  procedure  of  the  couth- 
cil  relative  to  presbjfteriaru  this  year,  the 
repeal  of  the  third  indulgence,  and  other 
hardships  on  them. 

Having  gone  through  the  prosecutions  be- 
fore the  criminal  court,  1  come  next  to 
give  a  view  of  what  I  meet  with  in  the 
council  registers ;  what  concerns  particular 
sufferers  I  shall  leave  lo  tVe  io>\oV\l^^«Mr 
tion,  and  confine  myseAf  -^w^  xo^s^i'^w^ 
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general  inflaence,  and  gire  thinga 
just  in  the  order  they  stand  in  the  registers. 
The  council,  January  6th,  ''grant  full 
power  and  commission  to  the  earl  of  Glen- 
cairn,  lord  Ross,  general  Dabiel,  or  any  fit 
persons  in  the  army,  or  others  they  shall 
think  fit  to  intrust,  for  the  shires  of  Ayr, 
Lanark,  Renfrew,  and  Dumbarton,  to  use 
their  best  and  exact  diligence  to  get  exact 
lists  of  the  haill  heritors  within  the  said 
hounds,  who  were  in  the  rebellion,  and 
witnesses  that  can  prove  the  same  against 
them,  with  prooft  that  they  are  heritors, 
and  to  send  in  hats  to  the  council  or  advo- 
cate, with  power  to  call  before  them  the 
sherifis,  Stewarts,  bailies  of  regalities,  or 
their  deputes,  magistrates  of  burghs,  minis- 
ters of  parishes,  or  any  persons  whatsom- 
eyer  they  shall  be  informed  can  make  best 
discovery  of  the  said  rebels  or  ndtneases, 
with  power  to  examine  them  upon  oath,  or 
not,  as  they  see  cause ;  with  power  to  them, 
if  the  witnesses  delated  refuse  to  compear, 
or  compearing  to  dedare,  to  imprison  their 
persons,  and  put  them  under  caution  to 
compear  before  the  council  under  reason- 
able penalties.*'  And  all  magistrates,  &c 
are  appointed  to  concur.  The  like  com- 
mission is  granted  to  the  earl  of  Queens- 
berry,  Sir  Robert  Dalziel  of  Glena,  and 
CUverhouse,  or  any  two  of  them,  and  audi 
as  they  shall  appoint,  for  the  shires  of 
Dumfries  and  Wigton,  and  the  stewartry 
of  Kirkcudbright,  and  Annandale;  and  the 
same  for  the  Merse  and  Teviotdale,  to  the 
lairds  of  llayuiiig,  Meldrum,  and  Henry 
Kcr  of  Graden ;  and  March  4th,  these  get 
tlie  shires  of  Berwick  and  Roxburgh  added. 
January  29th,  upon  information  of  several 
field  conventicles  in  the  shire  of  Monteith, 
the  council  grant  full  power  to  the  earl  of 
Monteith  to  dissipate  them,  and  apprehend 
and  imprison  the  preachers  till  they  be 
brought  to  a  trial  Except  Messrs  Cargill 
and  Cameron,  it  was  very  few  presbyterian 
ministers  preached  in  the  fields,  while  the 
third  indulgence  lasted,  and  I  take  it  to  be 
them  who  are  now  in  Monteith.  March 
6th,  the  council  write  a  letter  to  Alexander 
Mackenzie,  sheriff-depute  of  Ross,  to  sup- 
press conventicles  in  that  shire;  the  letter 
hi  o/m  tangnlar  ttnin  and  style,  and  there- 


fore I  give  aoma  paiigai  from  it  After 
they  have  taken  notioe  of  the  king's  care 
to  suppress  oonventiclefl,  and  the  fiivours  he 
has  grsnted  to  these  places  infected  with 
diem,  they  obaerrediat  the  shhie  of  Row  is 
lookedupon  aBimtainted,and  add,  ^  yet  iob^ 
bold  and  prcfomptiioiis  persons,  setting  ande 
all  fear  of  CM  and  respect  to  their  sov- 
ereign and  hia  kwi,  have  adventored  to 
intmde  themadves  in  a  pretended  ministry, 
and  thereby  to  debanch  weak  men  and 
silly  women,  drawing  them  into  those 
rebellioiB  methods,  particnlarly  one  l^tr 
Denoon  and  Mr  Hepbuni ;  we  cannot  ex- 
pect but  yon  will  use  all  diligence  to  appre- 
hend them  or  others,  and  dissipate  their 
meeting  with  all  severity  and  diligenoe.** 
So  virulent  a  style  may  let  us  in  to  giiesB 
how  violent  thmr  actings  at  thia  time  were. 
Upon  the  1 2th  of  Bfarch,  they  write  another 
letter  to  the  earl  of  Murray  upon  the  same 
head,  and  entreat  him  to  use  all  diligenoe 
to  preserve  the  northern  shirea  from  this 
infection.  March  llM  the  council  renew 
their  appointment  of  a  committee  for  pub- 
lic affairs ;  there  had  been  none  since  March 
last  year,  and  nominate  the  archbishop  of 
St  Andrews,  marquis  of  Athole,  earl  of 
Murray,  bishop  of  Edinbuigh,  lord  Elphin- 
ston,  treasurer-depute,  register,  viscount  of 
Tarbet,  Lnndin,  Mr  Maitland,  or  any  three 
of  them  to  meet  at  such  diets  as  they  thiuk 
fit,  and  take  effectual  courses  for  suppress- 
ing field  conventicles,  and  other  disorders^ 
with  all  the  powers  former  committees  had; 
and  that  they  correspond  with  the  general 
with  power  to  call  the  council.  That  same 
day  being  informed  that  field  conventicles 
abound,  especially  betwixt  the  shires  of 
Edinburgh,  Berwick,  and  Peebles,  they 
desire  the  general  to  have  a  squad  of 
guards  ready  to  suppress  them. 

These  field  conventicles  they  are  so 
much  alarmed  with,  as  far  as  I  can  observe 
from  other  papers,  were  very  few,  and 
almost  only  by  Messrs  Cargill  and  Cameron, 
in  remote  parts  where  they  were  oblij^ed  to 
wander;  yet  they  draw  forth  a  very  severe 
letter  from  the  council  to  Lauderdale,  April 
8th,  with  a  proposal  for  justiciary  commis- 
sions to  be  granted,  even  to  single  pereoos 
who  were  to  be  nominated  by  themsehe* 
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E^Mkursh,  April,  8M,  1663. 

'  May  it  please  your  grace, 

**  Notwithitaadiog  of  his  majesty's  in- 
denmitiaa  and  indulgences  granted  to  the 
fimatics  here,  they  are  running  out  again  to 
field  conventicles,  in  several  places  of  the 
kingdom,  which  his  miyesty's  laws  con- 
struct to  be  rendesvonses  of  rebellion,  and 
which  have  been  found  in  experience  since 
these  acts,  to  be  themselves  actual  rebel- 
lion, those  armies  which  rose  in  the  years 
1666  and  1679,  being  only  running  and 
centinned  field  conventicles;  as  also  we 
find  that  very  many  of  those  who  were  at 
BoAwdl  bridge,  have  refused  to  take  the 
bond  £or  living  peaceably,  notwithstanding 
of  his  majesty's  repeated  offers  for  securing 
their  life  upon  that  condition,  and  that 
tkose  who  have  tsken  the  bond  do  actually 
fUA  to  field  conventicles,  and  do  thereby 
forfeit  the  act  of  indemnity,  which  was 
grsnted  to  them  upon  so  easy  a  condition, 
as  the  not  going  to  field  conventicles ;  and 
therefore  though  we  be  very  far  from  all 
cruel  designs,  yet  our  respect  to  his  ma- 
jesty's laws,  our  desire  to  secure  the  go- 
vansment,  and  the  hopes  we  justly  have, 
that  just  severity  against  some  of  these 
rebels  will  procure  peace  to  his  majesty's 
good  subjects,  have  prevailed  with  us  to 
offer  our  opinion  to  his  miyesty,  that  com- 
nussioBS  of  justiciary  may  be  granted  for 
pimishing  of  them,  since  his  majesty's  ju»- 
tioe  court  at  Edinburgh  sits  not  in  time  of 
vacanee,  and  when  they  sit  the  next  ses- 
sion, they  will  have  no  time  for  such  pur- 
suits, because  of  processes  already  depend- 
ifMg  before  them,  against  such  heritors  and 
ministers  as  were  at  the  rebellion,  and  such 
as  were  absent  from  the  host  The  vanity 
likewise  of  bearing  a  testimony  at  Edin- 
bnrgh,  and  the  numben  of  these  who  keep 
them  up  and  assist  them  in  those  foolish 
humours  there,  do  make  processes  and 
punishment  less  effectual  at  Edinburjrh 
than  elsewhere.  We  have  therefore  sent 
indoMd  the  draught  of  two  several  com- 
missions, some  articles  to  the  general 
drawn  forth  of  the  exceptions  contained  in 
hb  majesty's  act  of  indemnity,  to  be  con- 
adered  by  his  majesty ;  and  his  majesty's 
rfsolntioaf  gbMU  be  humbly  Bcquietced  in. 


and  obeyed  by  your  grace's  affeo- 
tionate  fHends.  ^^^ 

**  ALEXAVOSa   GLASOUBlfSIt, 

Douglas, 

MUKAAT, 

LiNLITHCOW, 

£l.PHIM«TOir, 

Ross, 

Charlcs  MArrtAiTD, 
Thomas  Mukrat, 
Gkorob  Mackbniie, 
Thomas  Wallacx, 
Jaicxs  Foulu." 

The  copy  of  the  oonmiisBion  of  justiciary, 
and  commission  for  trjring  of  field  oonven* 
tides  and  aiher  disorders  are  inserted  be- 
low.*    The  letter  mentions  likewise  the 


*  Two  Commissions^  Aiml  Sih,  1680. 
CharlM,  hy  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Grait 
BritRio,  Fnince,  and  Irdand,  dtfender  of  the 
'aith :  To  all  and  sundry  our  lieges  and  sub- 
jects whom  it  effeirs,  greeting.  l<orasmuch  as 
we,  by  our  gracious  act  of  iiutannity  of  tlieS7ih 
of  July  last,  did  indemnify,  remit,  and  pardon  all 
such  as  were  guilty  of  field  oonyenticles,  all  such 
as  were  in  the  rebellion  in  the  year  1666,  or  in 
the  late  rebellion,  in  the  year  1679L  Which  in- 
demnity contains  divers  exceptions:  and  par- 
ticularly, that  these  who  were  in  tue  rebellion 
should,  within  the  space  therein  expressed, 
enact  themselTeo  never  to  carry  arms  against  us, 
or  our  authority ;  and  with  express  condition* 
that  if  ever  they  should  be  at  any  field  conven- 
ticles, or  should  do  any  violence  to  our  orthodox 
clergy,  our  said  indemnity  should  not  be  useful 
to  such  transgressors  any  manner  of  way,  as  in 
the  said  act,  at  mure  length,  is  contained.  And 
whereas  we  are  informed,  that,  since  the  grant- 
ing of  our  said  indemnity,  divers  persons  who 
were  in  the  rebellion,  and  did  not  enact  them- 
selves in  manner  foresaid,  and  others  who  have 
enacted  themselves,  have,  notwithstanding  there- 
of been  present  at  field  conventicles,  whereby 
they  have  forfeited  the  benefit  of  our  indemnity, 
and  deserve  to  be  exemplarily  punished;  and 
considering,  that,  by  the  great  throng  of  affairs 
now  in  dependence  before  our  Justice  court  at 
Edinburgh,  the  said  persons  cannot  be  no  soon 
and  readily  brought  to  a  trial;  we  therefore, 
with  advice  of  our  privy  council,  do  hereby 
make  and  constitute  our 

Justices  in  that  part,  to  the  effect  underwritten, 
with  power  to  them,  or  any  of  them, 

to  call  before  them  anv  person  or  persons  appre- 
hended,  or  that  shall  be  apprehended  within 

for  being  at  anv  field  conven- 
ticles, who  were  in  the  late  relnsllion,  and  did 
not  take  the  bond  within  the  time  limited  to 
that  effect,  or,  having  taken  the  bond,  have  for- 
feited our  indemnity  by  being  present  at  any 
field  conventicles ;  as  also  any  person  or  persons 
who,  albeit  they  were  not  in  tne  rebellion,  are 
taken,  or  shall  be  taken,  at  a  field  conventicle  in 
arms,  excepting  only  such  heritors  who  are  to 
be  forfeited  in  the  iuatioe  oourl  %.!  EAVcAkxn^Vs 
and  to  pat  the  aidd  p«r«oii»  to  ^Om  tcSaSl  ^ 
knowledge  of  an  sM&ia,  «ii4  Moot^iRtl  ^  ^»ftl 
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.  _^    drmoght  of  tome  articlct  for  the 

^neral  extracted  from  the  exoep- 

tions  ia  the  indemnity ;  these  follour  in  the 

registers,  and  deserve  a  room  here.    They 

have  this  remarkable  title. 

Articles  anent  those  persons  understood  to 
be  the  kin^s  enemies^  mentioned,  (fc, 

**  The  persons  understood  to  be  the  king^s 
enemies  and  to  be  attacked  by  the  king^s 
forces  wherever  they  can  be  found,  and 
imprisoned  till  they  be  brought  to  jostioe, 
or  to  be  killed  in  case  of  resistance  of  the 
king*s  forces,  are,  1.  All  such  as  are  for- 
feited by  the  parliament,  or  criminal  court 
2.  All  heritors  and  ministers,  who  have 


■hall  be  fauna  tnnoc^nt  or  guilty,  that  they 
cauM  justice  be  adminUtrate  upoo  them,  oon- 
fonn  to  the  laws  of  this  our  realm ;  and  for  that 
effect  to  fence  and  hold  courta,  create  lergeants, 
demjHitert,  and  other  nriembers  of  court  needful, 
to  call  assizes  and  witnesses  as  oft  as  need  is, 
absents  to  amerciate,  unlaws  and  amerciaments 
to  uplift  and  enact,  and  this  our  commission  to 
continue  and  endure  until  .     It  is  hereby 

declared,  that  this  our  commission  shall  be  fj^ood 
and  valid  to  the  effect  foresaid,  notwithstandinif 
the  persons  to  be  judged  are  guilty  of  acts  of 
treason  and  rebellion,  and  that  the  same  shall 
DO  ways  be  prejudicial  to  any  right,  power,  or 
privilege  of  Jurisdiction  competent  to  our  jus- 
tices, sherinii,  Stewarts,  and  other  judges,  as 
accords  of  the  law. 

Edinburgh,  eodem  die  4f  anno. 

Tenor  o/*  the  commission  for  jtroceedinf^  against 
persons  guilty  of  field  conventicles,  and  other  disor- 
ders mentioned  in  the  said  letter, 

Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith  :  to  all  and  sundrv  our  lieges  and  subjects 
whom  It  effeirs,  greeting.  Forasmuch  as  we, 
by  our  gracious  proclamation  of  the  29lh  of  June 
last,  having  signified  our  desire  to  reclaim  such 
of  our  subjects  as  have  been  misled  by  ignorance 
or  blind  zeal,  did,  conform  to  the  power  reserved 
to  us  by  the  first  act  of  the  second  session  of  our 
second  parliament,  suspend  the  execution  of  all 
laws  against  such  as  frequent  house  conventicles 
within  the  bounds  and  upon  the  limitations 
therein  expressed,  and  ordained,  that  all  such 
ma  should  be  suffered  to  preach,  by  our  indul- 

?[ence,  to  have  their  names  given  in,  and  surety 
bund  to  our  council  for  their  peaceable  beha- 
viour ;  and,  bv  another  proclamation  of  the  ISth 
of  November  last,  as  we  declared  that  we  would 
have  all  the  acts  of  our  grace  and  mercy  made 
effectual  in  the  most  favourable  sense  to  all  for 
whom  the  same  was  intended,  so  we  would  not 
permit  any  to  preach  by  virtue  of  the  indulgence 
or  connivance  contained  in  our  said  proclama- 
tion, unless  their  names  were  given  in,  and 
caution  found,  as  aforesaid,  but  would  look  upon 
Mad  mteem  them,  mnd  such  as  should  resort  to 
Ihelr  irregular  meetings,  as  penons  diniEected 


been  in  the  kte  rebeUion.  S.  AU  heritors 
who  have  contributed  by  levying  of  men  or 
money  to  the  late  rebelUoo.  4.  All  others 
who  were  in  the  rebellion,  who  have  not 
accepted  of  the  benefit  of  the  king's  in- 
demnity, by  taking  the  bond.  5.  All  sach 
as  have  been  in  the  rebellion,  and  have 
taken  the  bond,  and  yet  have  been  at  fieU 
conventicles  since  the  twenty-«evieBth  d 
July  last  6.  All  such  as  have  been  in  the 
rebellion,  and  have  taken  the  bond,  and  yet 
have  done  vi<^ence  to  the  orthodox  clergy. 
7.  All  such  as  are  guilty  of  aBsassinatioui» 
especially  of  the  murder  of  the  late  arch- 
bishop of  St  Andrews.  8.  All  audi  ss 
shall  be  found  at  field  conventicles  in 


\ 


to  our  authority,  and  oootemners  of  our  grace 
and  clemency,  and  proceed  against  them  la  the 
utmost  severity  of  law.  And  whereaa  ws  art 
informed  that,  in  divers*  places  of  the  kingdosn, 
several  outed  mlnlstart  talte  upon  them  to  preach 
without  having  their  names  given  In  to  oor 
council,  or  caution  found  for  their  peaceable 
behaviour ;  and  some  of  thorn  have  proceeded  to 
that  height,  as  again  to  preach  la  the  fields,  in 
great  contempt  of  oor  authority  and  gracious 
proclamations ;  and  to  the  effect  these  disorderly 
persons,  both  preachers  and  hearers  of  them, 
may  be  brought  to  justice  and  suffer  eondign 
punishment  according  to  our  laws,  vre  with 
advice  of  our  privy  council,  do  hereby  give  and 
grant  fiill  power,  authority,  and  commiasion  to 
our  justices  of  peace  within  the 
shire  of  or  any  of  them,  Xo 

put  in  execution  the  several  laws  and  acts  of 
parliament  made  against  field  conventicles,  aad 
disorderly  baptisms  and  marriages,  and  partico- 
larly  the  fifth  and  sixth  acts  of  the  second  session 
of  our  second  parliament,  and,  to  that  effect,  to 
call  before  them  the  persons,  within  the  said 
shire,  guilty  of  the  contravening  thereof,  since 
our  late  gracious  act  of  indemnity,  or  that  shall 
happen  hereafter  to  contravene  the  same, 
at  such  tiroes  and  places  as  they  shall  think 
expedient,  create  clerks  and  other  members  of 
court  needful,  to  issue  forth  precepts  and  cita- 
tions against  the  persons  guilty,  probation  to 
receive  and  adduce,  decreets  and  aentenccs  to 
pronounce,  and  the  same  to  due  ezecatlmi  cause 
De  put,  by  precepts  and  charges  thereupon, 
poynding  and  other  diligence,  ac^irding  to  law: 
and  for  their  encouragement  In  the  aald  service, 
to  uplift  and  apply  the  said  fines  for  defn^ing 
their  own  and  the  charges  and  expenses  of  the 
court,  and  this  our  commission  to  continue  and 
endure  And  It  is  herebv  declared, 

that  this  commission,  power,  and  JarisdictioB 
therein  granted.  Is  cumulative,  and  not  priva- 
tive of  the  sheriff  of  the  shire,  or  other  judges 
within  the  same,  their  power  and  jurisdiction, 
but  that  the^  may  proceed,  and  try,  and  Judp 
in  the  cases  forcMid,  if  they  shall  preveoe  tn* 
said  commissioners  in  diligence,  by  prior  dta- 
tions  and  sentences. 
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a  All  flMh  •■  wn  denomiioed  nMt  Ibr 
bei^r  •*  ^  NMIkm  bolbra  the  dradt 
mfl»  MM  the  Ml  of  indemmly.  10.  All 
ratetten  of  rebels  or  ponou  dodirod 
flitifoo  Ar  r«MlfioB»  and  meh  •■  hafo 
raMt  tilt  Muntem  of  tlio  uvhbiiliop  of 
BtAainwM.  IKTIiom  whobeingfbwidat 
fidd  eoATonticloi^  and  reAumg  to  bo  taken 
by  tbO  kng'ji  tmm^  and  make  resiataaoo.*' 
Thoao  profooda  and  aorore  ordora  need 
■o  ouiwiiiaiilary ;  tllo^irero  ohooifully  gone 
inla  at  Londoiiy  aa  wo  ahall  hear,  if  onoe  I 
bad  takoB  aotioa  of  anodier  oppreoriyopro- 
ponl  flttdo  by  tho  oonnoHy  in  a  letter  to 
the  Idng,  May  6tb»  abovt  garriaona.  Tlie 
letter  itadflblloira. 

*•  Edinbargh,  May  6tfa. 
*  May  it  ploaM  yoor  aacred  nujeety, — 
Your  m^ieatj'a  foroea  being*  for  the  aeoo- 
li^  of  your  go^onnneot  to  marni  through 
snch  plaoea  of  the  kingdom  as  shall  be 
ihooflit  fit»  it  haa  booD  propoaed  to  ua,  that 
in  oHor  to  the  defence  of  the  western 
sfaiffoi^  daring  tho  abaenoe  of  your  forces^ 
somo  fUms^  bo  garriaoned  to  prerent  the 
smpiainf  of  snob  aa  are  to  bo  left  behind, 
and  to  tho  end  that  the  motions  of  snch  as 
are  to  bo  employed  for  your  service  in  those 
slnrea  on  partiailar  oocaaions»  may  not  be 
known  or  dlTvlgod,  aa  they  ordinarily  are 
whoB  any  of  your  forces  are  to  march  out 
of  towna  or  open  qnarters,  the  places  fit  for 
sadk  gunsona  bdng  Greenlaw,  and  Bal- 
gngan  in  Galloway,  Newton  near  Ayr, 
ftaigTihar  in  Carnck,  the  house  of  Dean 
near  Kibnamock,  these  three  being  in  the 
shin  of  Ayr,  and  the  castle  of  Strathaven 
or  EnEodalo  in  Lanarkahire:  wo  thought 
it  dberofbn  our  duty  to  remit  Ihe  ex- 
pedient to  your  nrjral  miyesty's  consider- 
ation,'  Hhat  your  pteaaure  may  be  known, 
and  your  antliority  interposed,  to  which 
we  ahall  gite  ready  obedience;  and  since 
several  landa  hiave  Men  in  your  majesty's 
banda»  by  the  forfoitore  of  those  who  have 
been  in  the  hrte  rebellion,  we  humbly 
moTO  that  your  majesty  may  give  order, 
that  no  gifts  of  any  of  theae  forfeitures 
paaa  in  your  exchequer,  and  that  none 
of  your  seals  be  appended  to  any  such 
gifts,  but  with  express  reeervsttion  to 
jonr  MBiimty  <^  the  auudoD-bouseB,  caa- 


tlea,  towers,  or  fortalicea  stMiding 
upon  tho  said  knda,  to  whidi  the  ^^^' 
donaton  shall  be  only  heritable  keepers, 
and  upon  expreaa  condition  that  it  ahall 
be  lawful  to  jrour  mijesty  to  make  fbrta  or 
citadels  upon  any  of  the  said  lands,  accord- 
ing as  you  and  your  royal  successors  shall 
think  fit,  as  any  time  hereafter.  We  are 
your  majeaty's  moat  homUe,  aaoat  iaitii- 
fttl,  and  most  obedient  aubjecta  and  aer- 
vant%"  &c 

June  3d,  the  council  receive  tho  Idng^a 
anawer  aa  to  both  thoao  letters,  dated  May 
80th,  which  I  need  not  insert,  since  it  is  Jnat 
an  approbatkm  of  ovary  thing  propoaed  in 
the  very  terms  of  their  letters.  He  thanka 
them  for  their  care,  orders  them  to  fill  up 
the  blanks  in  the  commissions  with  fit  per- 
sons, and  appoints  them  to  give  timeous 
warning  to  the  owners  of  the  houses,  where 
the  garrisons  are  to  be. 

The  next  remarkable  thing  that  offers,  is 
the  overturning-  the  short-lived  third  indul- 
gence; and  when  the  managers  are  going 
on  so  severely  against  preebyterians,  we 
can  expect  nothing  less.  These  Ikvours 
were  still  very  displeasing  to  the  prelates, 
and  I  doubt  not  but  earnest  application 
was  made  to  the  court  to  be  rid  of  this. 
Accordingly,  June  10th,  the  council  receive 
the  following  letter  from  the  king. 

Wlndsor-casUtf,  May  1 4th. 
« Charles  It^Right  trusty,  &a  We 
greet  you  well  Forasmuch  aa  by  our  pro- 
clamation of  the  29th  of  June  last  past,  we 
did,  firom  our  tender  desire  to  reclaim  such 
of  our  subjects,  as  have  been  misled  by 
ignorance  or  blind  aeal,  suspend  the  execu- 
tion of  all  kwa  against  all  such  as  frequent 
houso-oonventicles  within  the  bounds,  and 
upon  the  limitations  therein  expressed, 
ordaining  all  such  as  should  be  licensed  to 
preach  by  our  indulgence,  to  find  surety  to 
you  for  their  peaceable  behaviour;  by 
which  unparalleled  clemency  and  tender- 
ness (after  a  total  suppression  of  the  late 
rebellion)  we  might  reasonably  have  ex- 
pected that  their  minda  being  eased,  they 
should  have  been  brought  to  a  meek  and 
quiet  submission  to  our  government,  and 
humble  obedience  to  our  ^aw%\  1%X  ^r^i- 
withstanding  of  aSi  ihwr  \tii«^«^^«^  ^"wa- 
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den  and  tretions,  and  our  graeioiis 
indemnities  and  indolgendes,  tnch 
it  the  penrenenese  of  that  schitmatical  and 
rebelliooi  generation,  that  they  in  contempt 
of  our  greatest  condescensions  and  finvours, 
continue  to  run  out  to  field-conyentides  in 
seyeral  parts  of  that  our  kingdom,  which, 
as  our  laws  have  declared,  so  in  experience 
have  they  been  found  to  be  the  rendez- 
vouses   of  rebellion;    their  insurrections 
against  us  and  our  authority,  in  the  years 
1666  and  1679,  have  been  nothing  else, 
save  so  many  running  and  continued  field- 
oonventicles,  and,  by  force  and  violence,  to 
oppose    the    legal  settlement    of  regular 
ministers,    beating,  stoning,    and   wound- 
ing them  in  a  most  savage  and  barbarous 
manner,  and  to  invade  the  pulpits  of  ortho- 
dox   ministers,    preaching   and   bi^tising 
in   avowed  conventicles,    in    our    capital 
city    of   Edinbuixh.    By   all    which    in- 
supportable and  unnecessary  provocations, 
they  having  notoriously  forfeited  our  favour 
and  indulgence,  none  could  judge  it  severi- 
ty, to  maintain  our  authority  and  laws  by 
such  effectual  courses,  as  should  ruin  that 
nnsatisfiable  and  ungovernable  tribe   and 
£ftction :  yet,  being  willing  to  evidence  unto 
all  the  world,  our  earnest  desire  to  reduce 
them  to  quiet  and  obedience,  by  mild  and 
gentle  methods,  or  to  render  them  utterly 
inexcusable,  we  do  resolve  for  some  time 
to  continue  that  oar  indulgence  unto  them, 
during  our  royal  pleasure,  if  peradventure 
we  may  yet  find  any  good  effects  produced 
thereby  upon  them ;  only,  for  your  better 
dispensing  and  regulating  thereof  (lest  the 
gangrene  spread  too  far)  we  have  thought 
fit  to  send  you  the  inclosed  instructions  (of 
the  date  of  these  presents)  to  which  we 
expect  your  ready  and  exact  compliance. 
And,  as  we  cannot  but  approve  your  ap- 
pointing of  such  non-conform  ministers,  as 
shall  be  licensed  by  you,  to  appear  at  your 
bar  to  receive  their  warrants,  so  we  are 
veiy  well  pleased  with  your  late  procedure 
against  Gilbert    Rule    (a    non-conformist 
minister)  whom  you  have  sent  a  prisoner 
to  the  Bass,  for  his  insolent  usurping  a 
pulpit  in  our  city  of  Edinbui^h.     And  at 
this  time,  as  upon  all  occasions,  we  cannot 
but  express  our  £rm  reaoiution  to  maintain 


epiaoopacy,  to  the  tubvenioa  whereof  no- 
thing tends  more^  than  the  oontempt  toe 
fireqoently  and  iigarioiisly  thrown  npoa 
our  bishops :  ther^MrOy  we  do  heartily  re- 
oommend  mto  jou^  as  your  best  service 
unto  OS,  your  conntenandng,  and  encoursg- 
ing,  and  supporting  of  them,  in  th^  per- 
sons, credit,  and  authority,  the  lesseniiig 
whereof  we  do  justly  esteem  a  weakening 
of  our  government.  We  must  also  recom- 
mend our  orderly  and  orthodox  presbyten, 
to  your  care  and  protection,  and  that  yea 
particularly  require  and  command  all  ma- 
gistrates, in  their  several  jurisdictions,  to 
own  and  assist  them  in  the  exercise  of  dis- 
cipline, against  scandalous  offenders,  and  is 
all  the  other  parts  of  their  function,  which 
we  will  take  as  very  acceptable  service 
done  unto  us.  And  ao  we  bid  you  heartily 
farewell.  Given  at  our  court  at  Windsor 
castle,  the  14th  day  of  May  1680,  and  of 
our  reign  the  32d  year. 

**  By  his  majesty's  command, 

"  Laudebdalb." 

The  instructions  mentioned  in  this  letter 
likewise  follow  from  the  registers. 

«  Charles  R. 
"  Instructions  to  our  privy  council  of  our  an- 
cient kingdom  of  Scotland^  for  regulating 
the  indulgence, 

^  1st  You  are  not  to  suffer  any  non- 
conformist to  preach,  who  is  banished  out 
of  any  parish  or  corporation  in  England, 
nor  any  who,  since  the  last  indemnity,  hath 
preached  at  such  meetings,  as  in  construc- 
tion of  law  are  field  conventicles,  or  who, 
since  that  time,  have  preached  in  places  or 
cities  which  are  excepted  in  our  proclama- 
tion of  the  29th  June  last  past  You  are 
not  to  license  any  to  preach,  who  cannot 
verify  his  ordination  to  be  antecedent  to 
the  said  29th  June  last  past  As  you  are 
to  suffer  none  to  preach  at  house  meetings 
who  are  not  licensed  by  you,  or  do  not 
appear  at  your  bar  to  receive  your  license, 
so  you  must  license  none  to  preach  in  any 
of  the  shires  on  the  north  side  of  the  river 
lay,  but  are  strictly  to  put  our  lan-s  in 
execution  against  all  such  delinquents.  And 


Mt»d inviolMbfy preserwe  the  tacred  order  of  \  (uxtVieT,^on.ax«  ckn^Vj  Xa  cmwa  all  sucb 
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meetiogi-hoiises  as  are  or  have  been  erected 
without  jonr  warrant,  for  preachers  unli- 
oenaed  by  yoa  to  serre  therein,  to  he  pnlled 
down. 

^  2ndly.  Yon  are  to  allow  no  honse 
conTcnticlee,  nor  meeting-honses  to  be  set 
dp  for  any  nonconform  preacher,  at  any 
nearer  distance  than  of  a  mile,  to  any 
parish  church  where  a  reg;nlar  incumbent 
lerres;  and  if  any  such  be  erected  already 
within  a  lessor  distance,  as  particubirly  at 
Newbottle,  yon  are  to  cause  pull  them 
down  immediately. 

^  ddly.  Yon  are  to  grant  license  to  none 
of  the  nonconform  preachers,  to  be  settled 
or  exercise  any  part  of  the  ministry,  in 
that  parish  whereof  he  was  formerly  min-i 
ister,  lest,  upon  the  pretence  of  an  indis- 
soluble relation  of  that  people  to  their  old 
minister,  they  totally  abandon  their  ortho- 
dox and  orderly  pastor,  settled  by  law 
amongst  them. 

**  4thly.  You  are  to  take  care  to  restrain 
such  nonconform  preachers  as  you  license, 
from  preaching  in  any  other  parish ;  than 
in  that  to  which  they  are  indulged,  and 
from  baptizing  the  children  of  any  save  those 
of  the  congregations  for  which  they  are 
licensed.  And  seeing,  by  our  laws,  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  church  is  to  be  managed 
by  our  bishops,  and  those  commissionated^ 
by  them,  yon  are  to  restrain  those  noncon- 
formists from  exercising  of  church  dis- 
cipline; and  for  avoiding  of  confusion  in 
the  records  of  marriages,  we  do  require  you 
to  inhibit  and  restrain  them  from  marrying 
any  persons,  we  being  resolved  to  leave  the 
discipline  and  marryings  of  people,  entirely 
to  the  respective  regular  ministers,  to 
whose  parishes  the  persons  concerned  do 
belong ;  and  you  are  to  esteem  the  breach 
of  any  part  of  this  fourth  article,  an  im- 
peaceable  behaviour,  by  which  their  sureties 
are  to  forfeit  their  bonds,  if  they  continue 
after  intimation. 

''dthly.  You  are  to  take  special  care  not 
to  license  any  nonconform  preacher  in  any 
parish,  where  the  generality,  the  chief  and 
intelligent  persons,  are  regular  and  orderly, 
since  we  do  not  intend  to  break  or  di- 
vide orderly  parishes,  to  gratify  a  few 
inooonderable,  ignorant  and  &ctioua  peo^ 


**6thly.  You  are  most  exemplarily  .^^^^ 
to  punish  such  indulged  or  noncon- 
form preachers,  as  shall  be  found  to  keep 
classiod  meetings  in  pretended  presbyteries 
or  synods,  these  being  the  grand  nurseries  Oi 
schism  and  sedition,  wherein  usually  they 
usurp  the  power  of  discipline,  and  privately 
try,  license,  and  ordain  schismatical  preach- 
ers, and  keep  up  ill  correspondences,  to  the 
endangering  of  our  government 

**  7thly.  You  are  carefully  to  put  in  ex^ 
cution  your  acts  for  removing  the  families 
of  irregular  outed  ministers,  out  of  the 
cities  of  Edinburgh,  St  Andrews,  and  Glas- 
gow, these  being  usually  the  resorts  of  dis- 
affected persons,  and  the  secret  nurseries  of 
schism  and  trouble. 

''Sthly,  And  in  regard,  by  our  procla- 
mation of  the  29th  day  of  June  last  past, 
we  have  declared  our  firm  resolution,  not 
to  suffer  the  chief  seat  of  our  government, 
to  be  pestered  with  irregularities,  and 
therefore  would  not  allow  any  nonconform 
preacher  to  be  licensed  to  preach  in  our 
city  of  Edinbui^h,  nor  within  two  miles 
round  about  it :  and  now  having  found  by 
experience,  that  this  distance  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  preserve  that  our  city  from  the 
danger  of  infection,  by  reason  that  the 
citizens  and  others  flock  out  in  multitudes 
to  those  irregular  meetings,  when  they  are 
kept  at  nearer  distances,  whereby  the  city 
is  still  in  hazard  to  be  corrupted  in  its 
religion  and  loyalty:  we  do  therefore  re- 
quire you  to  license  none  of  these  noncon- 
form preachers,  to  preach  in  our  said  city, 
nor  within  twelve  miles  distance  therefrom, 
and  if  any  such  be  already  licensed  by  you 
in  any  parish  nearer  than  twelve  miles  to 
Edinburgh,  you  are  immediately  to  with- 
draw your  license,  and  to  cause  shut  up 
the  meeting  house,  and  to  order  the  preach 
er  so  licensed  to  preach  no  more  within 
the  distance  aforesaid. 

''9thly.  And  seeing  we  are  informed, 
that  the  regular  ministers  in  Galloway,  and 
some  other  western  places,  are  exposed  to 
great  danger,  from  the  fury  of  some  blind 
zealots  among  whom  they  serve,  and  that 
even  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  the  help  of 
servants  and  mechanics  are  denied  unto 
them  for  their  money,  ^fou  sx^^m  i^  tamx 
particular  manner  to  coba^cx  \i!bAVE  ^ctaKoX 


188 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


[BOOK  III. 


oftWy  and  to  ooniult  their  protection,  |  dnoed   aneh   inraflenblo   diaorden ;   tnd 


1680 

*  end  the  eecurity  of  their  penons  m 

the  beet  nMumer^  and  to  tee  that  the  sherifi, 
juetioee,  and  other  magistratei  beGareftd  to 
hare  them  defended  and  teoored  in  their 
penona  and  goods,  and  the  neoeieariet  tor 
living  lumithed  and  aupplied  unto  them  at 
the  usual  and  ordinarj  rates  of  the  country, 
to  the  end  they  may  be  effeotnaily  relieved, 
and  that  our  ancient  kingdom  may  be  vin- 
dicated from  any  just  imputation  of  so  great 
and  barbarous  inhumanity.  Given  at  our 
court  at  Windsor  castle,  the  14th  day  of 
May  1680,  and  of  our  reign  the  3:^dyear. 
**  By  his  niajesty*s  command, 

**  LArDBRDALK.** 

The  reader  will  easily  perceive  that  these 
instructions  aro  a  matenal  repeal  of  the  in- 
dulgence. Many  of  them  ara  flat  contra^ 
dictions  to  the  king's  letter,  July  llth, 
1679,  and  all  of  them  are  contrived  to  clog 
presbytorian  ministers  and  people ;  and  the 
council  Ytry  soon  begin  to  bear  hard  upon 
them.  That  very  same  day,  they  recall 
Mr  George  Johnston's  license  at  Newbottle, 
and  order  one  of  the  macers  to  intimate  so 
much  to  him,  and  order  the  sheriff  of  Ed- 
inburgh to  demolish  the  meeting  house, 
and  see  that  no  meeting  be  kept  there  next 
Lord's  day.  June  15th,  the  lord  Hal  ton 
reports  it  was  done,  and  the  timber  and 
scats  were  sold  at  ten  pounds  sterling,  a 
hnndred  pounds  Scots  of  which  he  gave  to 
the  poor  of  the  parish,  and  the  rest  to  the 
persons  employed  in  executing  the  orders. 
June  17th,  the  council  return  an  account 
of  their  diligence^  in  a  letter  to  the  king, 
which  follows. 

«  EdlDburgh,  June  17tb,  1090. 
**  May  it  please  your  sacred  majesty, 

**  The  grief  arising  from  the  dissolute 
looseness  of  such  as  abstract  themselves 
from  public  ordinances,  and  the  fears  we 
had  of  your  majesty's  subjects  being  se- 
duced and  abused  by  preachers,  whose 
principles,  as  to  your  government,  we  had 
so  just  reason  to  suspect,  are  much  lessen- 
ed by  the  care  we  find  your  majesty  takes 
of  our  coudition,  and  particularly  by  your 


having  appelated  a  eomimttee,  and  con- 
sidered aerioaaly  that  report,  npon  which 
they  had  taken  so  much  pains,  we  have 
approved  what  was  offered  by  them  for 
effectuating  your  migesty'a  commanda^  and 
have  alrsady  demolished  one  of  these  meet- 
ing houses,  and  sent  orders  for  restrainini^ 
others:  and  in  all  things  which  may  maia- 
tain  the  present  government  of  the  church, 
that  great  support  of  monarchy,  and  neces- 
sary fence  of  our  safety  and  quiet,  aa  to  sL 
other  things  rolating  to  your  royal  govern- 
ment, your  majesty  may  expect  cordial  en- 
deav^mrs  of, 

^  May  it  please  your  sacred  majesty, 
"  Your  majesty's  most  faithful,  moet  hum- 
ble, and  most  obedient  subjects  and  ser- 
vantB, 

**  Alexander  St  Akdrsh-s, 
Atholc, 

JJoUQLAti 

Marishal, 

Baloarras, 

CArrHirsss, 

Jo,  Kdikbuegen, 

Elpiizkbton, 

J  A.    DALRTlCrLK, 

Guar.  Maitlakd, 
U.  Maitlakd, 
Jam.  FowLit, 
Geo.  MACxtiiciB, 
Wauchop, 
Geo.  Gordon.** 

To  make  good  their  professions  as  tu  the 
church,  they,  at  the  same  time,  dischai;^ 
meeting  houses  in  most  places  where  they 
were  allowed,  as  coming  under  the  above 
regulations.  *  The  earl  of  Wigton  is  or- 
dered to  demolish  the  meeting  house  in 
Kilpatrick,  as  being  within  a  mile  of  the 
kirk.  The  same  orders  are  given  to  others, 
as  to  these  in  the  parishes  of  Longtoun, 
Prestonhaugh,  Orwell,  Ceres;  and  the 
meeting  houses  in  Newburn,  Stenton,  and 
Kinneuchar,  (Kilconqnhar,)  are  to  be  shut 
up,  as  not  licensed.  And,  July  S4th,  the 
magistrates  of  Glasgow  are  ordered,  in  pur 
suance  of  the  foresaid  regulations,  forthwith 
to  turn  all  nonconformist  preachers  out  of 
town,  and  suffer  none  of  them  to  live  niith- 
in  a  mile  of  them."  Those  orders  brought 
many  worthy  persons  to  no  snuill  diffi- 
culties. August  4th,  another  committee 
nutjesty's  Inte  letter,  regulating  the  late  m-  \  for  ip\i\A\c  sSmi*^*  nominate,  the  arohbishop 


dtilgence,  which,  in  its  former  latitude,  pro- \  o£  St  Knte;^%,  likkft  «A  fJl  ^^s^bSb^evw 
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hirfinp  of  Edialniigli,  prwident,  CoUiogton, 
Tj— ^in^  Niddrjy  with  the  offioeni  of  ttate 
or  wmy  threo  of  them*  with  the  former 
powonu 

Tho  famcr  ondeaTonra  for  diacovering 
thoM  oonoemod  in  Bothwell,  are  enforced 
with  now  orders  Angnat  10th,  letters  are 
writ  to  the  aheiiflb  of  Fife^  Lanark,  Ayr, 
Wigton,  and  Stirling.  **  The  oonndl  un- 
demanding there  are  diTora  peraons  lurk- 
iiy  in  yonr  ahire^  who  were  in  the  rebels 
lion,  and  are  reeet^  do  require  you  to  in- 
qairo  thoreinUH  and  appoint  penons  in  the 
tereral  pariBhea,  and  do  every  thing  for 
that  effect,  and  to  aend  in  a  liat  of  them, 
thdr  reaetten^  and  witneaaea,  to  the  advo- 
cate^ betwixt  and  October."  At  that  aame 
diet  they  came  to  the  following  reaolutioo. 
"Tho  lorda  of  council  have  thought  fit,  for 
iDquiring  into  the  diaordera  of  the  western 
ahirca,  preventing  inconvenienoea,  and  to 
the  end  it  may  bo  known  who  can  prove 
againat  the  rebela  and  their  reaettera,  and 
that  nmth«r  the  guilty  may  escape,  nor 
the  innocent  be  brought  to  trouble,  hereby 
to  grant  full  power  and  authority  to  gen- 
eral Dalaiel,  the  marquia  of  Montroee,  earls 
of  Mar,  Glencaim,  Linlithgow,  Airly,  and 
Dundonald,  Lord  Rosa,  or  any  three  of 
them,  to  cite  before  them,  or  apprehend 
and  take  the  depositiona  upon  oath,  of  all 
auch  peraona  as  they  shall  think  fit  to  ad- 
duce aa  witneaaea  againat  peraona  guilty  of 
diaordera  in  the  weatem  ahires,  and  to 
tranamit  their  opinion  to  the  council,  anent 
such  aa  may  be  proving  witneaaea ;  and  to 
aend  priaonera  to  Edinburgh,  auch  aa  ap- 
pear to  ^▼^  ^^^^  ^  ^®  rebellion,  and  are 
not  oomprehended  in  the  indemnity,  and 
their  raaettora ;  and  to  take  caution  of  the 
witneaaea  to  compear  at  a  certain  day,  and 
to  transmit  the  namea  of  heritors  and  wit- 
neaaea to  the  counciL  The  general  is  to 
ooaveno  them,  and  this  commission  is  to 
continno  till  repealed."  The  reader  will 
»boerve  what  vast  pains  the  council  are  at, 
and  how  many  various  and  repeated  com- 
rrftriH^  are  granted  againat  those  who  had 
bean  in  the  rising. 

By  a  letter  from  the  king,  dated  Sep- 
tMiber  3d,  the  council  are  required  to  en- 
IflifO  the  indemnity  to  the  commons  who 
Imd  keeo  mi  AftbweH  Mnd  allow  them  to 


the  1st  of  March  next,  to  come  in  and  mo^ 
take  the  bond,  still  excepting  heritors, 
ministers,  ringleaders^  and  such  as  have  had 
accession  to  the  murder  of  the  archbishop,  of 
their  resetters.  By  the  same  letter,  the 
earl  of  Hume's  troop  of  horse  is  given  to 
the  maater  of  Roes.  October  7th,  the 
council  publish  a  proolamatioD,  aa  above, 
which  needs  not  be  insert  That  same  day, 
the  advocate  is  warranted  ''to  raise  pro- 
ceaaes  of  treaaon  before  the  justices,  against 
heritors,  ministers,  or  ringleaders  who  were 
in  the  rebellion,  notwithstanding  they  have 
been  formerly  convened,  and  the  diet 
deserted  by  that  court"  Thia  aeema  to  be 
very  unjust  and  hard.  December  16th, 
they  order  a  garrison  to  be  placed  in  the 
house  of  Kenmuir,  and  the  viscount  is  to 
be  acquainted  thereof:  it  is  to  consist  of  30 
horsemen.  As  many  are  ordered  to  the 
castle  of  Dumfries;  and  another  garriaon  ia 
appointed  at  the  hooae  of  Freugh,  in  the 
shire  of  Wigton.  At  the  same  time^  upon 
information  of  Mr  John  Cameron's  death, 
who  had  been  indulged  at  Campbelton,  Mr 
Robert  Duncansoo,  indulged  and  confined 
at  Kilchrenan,  is  removed,  and  confined  at 
Campbelton.  This  was,  no  doubt,  by  the 
procurement  of  the  earl  of  Ai^ryle.  This  ia 
what  I  find  in  the  council  books  this  year, 
relative  to  preabyteriana  in  tho  general. 
Some  of  their  procedure  with  particular 
persons  falls  in, 

SECT.  III. 

Of  the  persecution  up  and  down  tfte  country^ 

from  the  donaiors^  by  courts,  and  other* 

wise:  and  the  hardships  nobUmen^  gen^ 

tiemen,  ministers,  and  others  underwent 

for  nonconformity  this  year. 

In  the  former  sections  we  have  had  the 
treatment  of  presbyterian  gentlemen  and 
others,  for  their  alU^g^  share  in  the  ri^nng 
last  year,  with  some  view  of  the  council's 
procedure.  The  persecution  began  now  to 
extend  itself  very  generally  through  tho 
west  and  south ;  yea,  the  body  of  presby- 
terians  who  were  not  concerned  in  Both- 
well,  and  many  ministers  whose  preaching 
in  the  fields  was  now  ^^ax^oned  Vn  V)t^  vor 
demnity,andbadnot\>een  i.i'Bo^vr^  ^«Wk 
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1660  '^^^^'^^  ^P^*^  ^^^  nonoonfomiity 
*  this  year ;  many  of  them  were  sore 
haraasedy  and  some  forced   to  a  kind  of 
Toluntary  banishment 

To  begin  with  the  more  general  aoooonts; 
such  who  did  not  compear  before  the  oir- 
cnits  last  year  were  all  declared  fngitiTe, 
and  great  numbers  were  added  to  that  roll 
by  the  justice  court  at  Edinbnrgli  this  year. 
The  fugitives  were  to  be  apprehended 
wherever  they  were  found,  and  their 
lands,  goods,  and  moveables,  were  all  con- 
fiscate, and  given  to  such  as  had  been,  and 
would  be  further  active  in  the  penecntion, 
and  they  made  them  over  again  to  donators. 

.  Claverhouse  had  the  gift  of  what  belonged 
to  the  fugitives  in  Nithsdale,  and  other 
places  in  the  south,  and  he  constitute  his 
brother,  and  another  of  his  name  his  dona- 
tors. Accordingly  March  and  April  this 
year,  they  came  with  parties  of  soldiers,  and 
run  through  every  parish  in  that  oountiy ; 
and  as  they  fell  foul  upon  all  nonconfor- 
mists, so  in  a  special  manner,  the  houses 
and  possessions  of  such  as  were  fugitives, 
whether  at  Bothwell  or  not,  were  rifled,  or 
great  sums  exacted  ftx>m  their  reUitions. 
Those  donators  there,  and  in  other  places, 
were  most  severe  in  prosecuting  their  gifts. 
Generally  speaking,  they  were  vicious  pro- 
fane men,  of  broken  fortunes,  who  had 
notliing,  and  were  still  spending,  and  always 
craving.  None  of  the  persons,  now  by  law 
ftigitives,  ventured  to  appear,  but  wandered 
in  hardships  which  cannot  be  represent- 
ed, but  their  families  and  means  were 
almost  ruined.  Transactions  were  fre- 
quently made  by  their  friends,  and  a  great 
deal  of  money  raised  that  way,  and  some- 
times the  master  of  the  ground  transacted 
for  the  fugitive  tenant :  in  these  cases  the 
friend  or  master  received  a  discharge  from 
the  donators  or  their  assignees,  for  what 
they  paid,  and  an  assignation  to  all  they 
bad.  And  as  this  was  in  some  places  a  litUe 
ease  to  the  fugitives,  who  had  masters  not 
altogether  so  cruel  and  violent,  so  in  most 
cases  it  was  a  terrible  handle  to  the  more 
rigid,  who  fell  in  with  the  severities  of  this 
period,  to  harass  the  poor  people  and  their 
fiiends;  and  this  is  another  branch  of  the 

penecutiou  of  this  time,  which,  though 


very  univeml,  yet  scarce  any  account  can 
be  given  of  it;  and  when  neither  friends 
nor  masters  made  composition  with  the 
donators  and  their  agents,  it  was  usual  for 
them,  after  they  had  rifled  all  they  could 
reach,  to  make  assignations  of  the  move- 
ablet  of  the  fngitiTea  unto  any  of  their 
neighbours,  who  were  malidoua,  and  will- 
ing to  have  a  share  in  the  spoil,  for  veiy 
small  sums  of  money;  and  this  n'as  a 
ground  good  enough  in  this  time  for  every 
luiBan  who  pleased  to  accept,  to  spoil  and 
vex  these  poor  fiunilies.  It  is  plain,  pai^ 
ticular  accounts  of  the  spmls  and  oppres- 
sions committed  for  many  years  under  all 
l^ese  shapes,  cannot  be  given.  But  the 
reader  must  further  observe,  that  when 
these  transactions  were  made,  the  denun- 
ciation was  not  taken  off  the  fugitive  pel^ 
sons,  until  they  themselves  came  in  and 
owned  the  rising  at  Bothwell  to  be  rebel- 
lion, and  engaged  not  to  frequent  field 
meetings,  and  never  to  bear  arms  against 
the  king,  or  any  authorised  by  him,  and  . 
even  upon  this  no  restitution  was  to  be 
expected.  Some  few  indeed  here  and 
there  did  come  under  these  engagements,  but 
the  donators  and  soldiers  were  not  fond  of 
such  submissions,  and  took  many  ways  to 
prevent  them ;  and  where  they  were  made, 
they  proved  matter  of  very  littie  ease  or 
satisfkcticm  to  the  persons  compljdng :  for 
whenever  any  alleged  to  have  been  at 
Bothwell,  were  taken,  or  any  gentleman 
came  in  absence  to  be  forfeited,  none  were 
found  so  proper  to  be  cited  as  witnesses 
against  them,  as  the  people  who  made  their 
submission;  and  if  they  refused  to  depone, 
they  were  afresh  persecuted,  as  much  as 
ever ;  and  it  was  upon  some  of  their  depo- 
sitions mostiy  that  great  numbers  were 
banished,  forfeited  in  absence,  and  put  to 
death,  this  and  the  succeeding  years.  Thus 
all  handles  were  taken  hold  of  to  perse- 
cute such  who  had  been  in  the  rising,  with 
the  utmost  violence,  and  what  by  one 
mean  or  another  few  or  none  of  them 
escaped,  and  multitudes  were  involved  with 
them,  and  all  who  had  the  name  of  presbj- 
terians  were  attacked  as  fiur  as  possible. 

I  find  likewise  the  same  gentleman  had 
a  Gonmnsdoi^CrQin  the  oouncil,  to  uplift  ths 
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biotmUm  of  ill  toch  in  the  shire  and 
ttewartrj  of  Galloway,  a«  had  been  al 
BothweU,  or  were  fiogitate.  Hit  brother 
eomet  Graham,  was  employed  by  him; 
and  by  himself  or  some  deputed  by  him,  he 
went  through  erery  parish  there,  and  pro- 
secuted his  business  with  the  utmost  sever- 
ity. It  was  by  this  commission  granted  to 
ClaTerhouse  and  his  assignees,  as  we  haye 
seen,  courts  were  held  this  year  by  comet 
Graham  in  the  south,  and  inquiry  was 
■UMle  into  all  the  branches  of  nonconform- 
ity, as  well  as  queries  put  with  relation  to 
BothwelL  There  was  a  court  held  at  New 
Galloway  by  the  comet,  at  which  all  be- 
twixt sixty  and  sixteen  were  charged  to 
appear,  under  the  sererest  penalties,  and 
dedare  upon  oath  how  many  conventicles 
they  had  been  at,  who  preached,  and  whom 
they  knew  present,  what  children  were 
baptised,  &c  This  was  unreasonable, 
illegal,  and  a  heavy  temptation  to  perjury. 
Unreasonable  it  was  to  make  people  declare 
sgainst  themselves,  illegal  since  our  law, 
and  all  laws  of  God  and  men  require  pur- 
suera  to  have  witnesses ;  and  if  upon  their 
deposition  they  were  to  be  made  free  from 
further  trouble  by  the  matter's  being  refer- 
red to  them,  which  I  very  much  question, 
and  I  know  it  was  not  so  with  many  in 
matter  of  fact,  it  was  a  great  temptation  to 
common  people  to  swear  themselves  free. 
IVobably  these  courts  were  held  in  the 
rest  of  the  parishes  in  that  country,  though 
I  hare  not  seen  particular  accounts  of  them; 
but  this  same  year  I  find  Mr  Thomas  Gor- 
don, derk  to  the  justice  court,  and  comet 
Graham,  keeping  a  court  at  Dumfries.  To 
this  all  the  country  about  were  cited, 
under  the  penalty  of  a  hundred  merks  for 
nonoompearance ;  all  who  came  were  put 
to  declare  upon  oath,  what  they  knew  of 
their  neighbours,  #hich  of  them  had  heard 
presliyterian  ministers,  or  conversed  with, 
and  reset  such  who  did,  and  other  questions 
of  this  nature.  Let  me  remark  once  for  all, 
that  the  fines  for  noncompearance  at  these, 
and  the  following  courts  in  after  years, 
tnraed  to  be  as  great  an  occasion  of  trouble 
and  persecution  to  the  country,  as  almost 
Bothwell  itself.  Vast  numbers,  every  court 
day,  were  decerned  to  have  forfeited  their 
fisA  mdtbe§e  were  gified  to  the  eoldiem. 


informers,  or  some  rascally  people  .gg^ 
in  every  parish,  who  were  reaAy  to 
accept  of  them ;  and  poinding,  and  all  man- 
ner of  rigour  followed  to  the  ruin  of  many 
families ;  and  yet,  in  this  road,  providence 
brought  about  spiritual  advantage  to  not  a 
few.  By  this  civil  oppression  they  were 
forced  to  wander,  and  fell  in  with  religions 
and  pious  persons  in  their  hidings,  and  by 
their  company  and  converse,  they  got  much 
good  to  their  souls. 

So  much  for  the  more  general  harassing 
of  the  country,  upon  the  score  of  Both  well, 
and  nonconformity;  I  come  now  to  give 
some  particular  steps  of  their  severities 
against  ministers,  gentlemen,  and  others  who 
had  not  been  at  Bothwell,  mostly  for  con- 
venticles, and  other  branches  of  noncon- 
formity. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  last  year,  many 
minbters  and  gentlemen  were  put  to  trouble 
for  conventicles,  and  accession  to  the  rebel- 
lion, and  upon  citation,  came  to  Edinbui^h 
to  clear  themselves,  as  to  their  innocence : 
several  were  imprisoned,  and,  I  find,  in 
December,  Mr  Archibald  Riddel,  brother 
to  the  laird  of  Riddel,  and  many  particular 
gentlemen,  give  in  petitions  to  the  jus- 
ticiary, showing  how  wrongously  they  are 
imprisoned,  and  how  desirous  they  are  to  be 
tried,  for  their  accession  to  the  rebellion : 
The  diet  is  deserted  against  them,  and  they 
are  liberate. 

This  year  the  violence  of  the  enemies 
of  the  presbyterians  began  to  show  itself, 
in  places  where  they  acted  without  con- 
trol. Thus,  by  some  attested  accounts 
from  the  town  of  Dundee,  I  find,  that 
from  the  year  1680,  to  the  year  1687,  when 
the  liberty  was  granted,  no  family  was  per- 
mitted to  live  in  that  to^nn,  but  such  as 
constantly  heard  the  episcopal  ministers. 
And  the  same  year,  William  Mitchel,  Joba 
Davidson,  John  Sterrock,  Elizabeth  White, 
and  several  others  were  forced  to  leave  the 
to^'n,  merely  because  they  were  of  presby- 
terian  principles.  But  I  shall  add  some 
particular  instances  from  the  registers. 
February  10th,  the  council  order  Claver 
house  to  bring  from  the  tolbooth  oi 
Dunbar,  Lennox,  brother  to  Bam 

shogle;    the    magxstTateft    ol    ^^\\\ii>ax^ 
are    ordered    to     receive   \vVna.      \  ^^'^ 
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no  more  about  bim  in  d&e  regis- 


ters. 


The  case  of  the  lord  Cardross  comes  be- 
fore the  oounoily  February  12th.  We 
left  him  in  jurison  for  conscience'  sake,  and 
nonconformity.  He  continued  much  in 
the  castle  of  Edinburfh,  till  last  year  in 
July,  when  fikrours  were  shown  to  sir 
Patrick  Hume  and  others,  as  we  heard,  my 
lord  had  as  much  reason  as  any,  to  look  for 
rehef,  haying  been  under  a  tract  of  four 
years*  hardships.  But  upon  his  applica^ 
tion,  all  he  got,  was  a  letter  to  the  council, 
July  22d,  1679,  bearing,  "  That  it  was  his 
majesty's  pleasure,  that  my  lord  Cardross, 
upon  paying  his  fine,  and  not  otherwise, 
may  be  set  at  liberty."  Upon  this^  the 
coundl,  July  31st,  "  grant  warrant  to  the 
laird  of  Lundin,  governor  of  the  castle  of 
Edinbuigh,  to  set  the  lord  Cardross  at 
liberty,  upon  payment  to  sir  William  Sharp 
his  majesty's  cash-keeper  of  the  sums 
wherein  the  said  lord  was  fined,  by  decreets 
of  privy  council"  My  lord  accordingly 
gave  bond,  and  got  out  of  prison.  However, 
being  outlawed,  merely  for  not  paying  his 
fine,  his  lordship's  simple  and  liferent 
esclieat  was  fallen  into  the  king's  hands. 
In  a  little  time  he  went  up  to  London; 
and  there,  in  February,  he  presented  the 
following  petition  to  the  king,  Febru- 
ary 5th,  as  the  original  copy  before  me 
bears. 

"  To  the  king's  most  excellent  majesty, 
ti\e  humble  petition  of  Henry  lord  Cardross, 
showeth,  That  your  petitioner  being  outlaw- 
ed for  not  payment  of  his  fines,  his  simple 
and  liferent  escheat  is  thereby  fallen  in 
your  majesty's  hands;  and  that  now  the 
earl  of  Mar,  and  sir  Charles  Erskine  of 
Alva,  having  given  bond  to  your  majesty's 
cash-keeper  for  the  said  fines,  and  the  pe- 
titioner discharged  and  acquitted  thereof: 
the  petitioner  therefore  is  very  confident, 
your  majesty  will  now  grant  a  gift  of  his 
escheats  fallen  in  your  hands,  for  not  pay- 
ment of  his  fines,  to  the  earl  of  Mar,  which 
hath  no  relation  nor  dependence  on  Mr 
Maitland's  gift,  granted  upon  another  hom- 
ing; and  by  the  duke  of  Lauderdale's 
opinion  to  your  majesty,  you  may  grant 
several  gifts  of  the  same  escheat  And  if 
the  petitioner  shall  not  obtain  a  gift  of  his 


escheat  from  your  majesty,  till  the  returns 
from  Scotland,  then  it  cannot  be  ezpede 
before  the  first  of  June,  in  which  time  he 
may  suffer  great  pr^udioe  in  his  afiairs  by 
that  delay:  and  diat  it  is  well  known  what 
sufferings  the  petitioner's  fiUher  and  fiunily 
have  undergone^  lor  their  loyalty  to  your 
mijesty  and  yoor  royal  &ther,  as  may  fully 
appear  by  the  annexed  paper. 

''May  it  therefore  please  your  sacred 
nugesty,  to  grant  a  gift  of  the  petitioner^! 
simple  and  liferent  escheat  to  the  eari  of 
Mar. 

<*  And  yonr  majesty's  petitioner  (as  in 
duty  bound)  shall  ever  pray,"  &c 

With  this  he  presented  a  paper,  in- 
tituled, a  short  account  of  his  sufferings, 
which,  as  a  new  document  of  the  ingrati- 
tude of  this  period,  as  well  as  containing 
his  present  case  in  short,  I  likewise  add 
here. 

A  short  account  of  the  Lord  Cardrots^s 

sufferings. 

**  In  the  year  1646,  the  Lite  lord  Car- 
dross was  (not  to  mention  the  fidthful 
services  done  for  many  ages  past  to  his  map 
jesty's  royal  ancesters,  by  the  lords  Erskine, 
and  earls  of  Mar,  from  whom  the  lord  Car- 
dross is  descended)  one  of  a  few  peers, 
who  dissented  from  the  delivery  up  of  the 
late  king,  to  the  English  army  at  New- 
castle. He  was  a  promoter  of  the  engage- 
ment 1648,  for  which  he  was  fined  in  about 
one  thousand  pounds  sterling,  and  debarred 
the  parliament  1649.  He  lost  by  his  en- 
gagements for  his  uncle  Arthur  Erskine  of 
Scotscraig,  (who  lost  his  life,  and  spent  his 
estate  in  his  majesty's  service,)  at  least  to 
the  value  of  two  or  three  thousand  pounds 
sterling.  During  the  late  trouble,  his 
house  of  Cardross  was  seized  on,  and  to 
the  value  at  least  of  a  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  taken  out  of  it  When  the  now 
king's  army  ky  at  Stirling,  his  whole  es- 
tate about  Cardross  was  wasted,  it  being  so 
near  to  the  army,  and  the  only  considerable 
pass  upon  the  river  of  Forth  thereabonU 
His  house  of  Cardross,  immediately  after 
the  English  coming  to  Scotland,  was  gar- 
risoned by  them,  and  continued  ao  for 
eight  years,  whereby  the  house  and  gardens 
\  weT«  s^  f^\A  ^Miura^«i.   ^g^  Vnvia  Stu- 


CHAP.  IV.] 


OF  TH£  CHURCH  OF  SC01LAND. 


193 


arty  graadfiiUier  to  mj  ladjr  CardnMSy  (for 
vluMe  hflarin^  of  her  owa  chapbia  preach 
in  bar  own  house,  my  lord  Cardroas  her 
hoabaad  waa  lately  fined  in  considerable 
Boma  of  money,)  waa  of  untainted  loyalty, 
and  in  1644,  waa  forced  to  lend  to  the  then 
parliament,  about  aeven  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  for  which  Lauderdale,  amongst 
others,  obliged  himself  upon  the  public  ao- 
covnt  Thb  sum  is  yet  unpaid,  and  now  in- 
terest being  accumulate^  wUi  extend  to  about 
two  thouaand  and  five  hundred  pounds  ster- 
ling. Upon  the  usurper^s  coming  to  Scotland, 
Sir  James  Stuart,  father  to  my  hdy  Car- 
droaa,  by  whose  entail  and  destinations  he 
possesses  his  estate,  and  against  which  the 
king  dedares,  in  the  gift  of  escheat,  to  the 
duke  of  Lauderdale's  brother's  son,  he  will 
assiat  him,  was  fined  in  a  thousand  pounds 
sterling,  and  his  house  of  Kirkhill  gar- 
riaoned,  to  his  great  prejudice.  For  all 
which  losses  the  lord  Cardross  and  his 
lady's  families  haTe  never  yet  been  con- 
sidered. But  on  the  contrary,  through  the 
miarepresentation  of  some,  the  now  lord 
Gardras  was  (for  his  lad/s  hearing  her 
own  chaplain  preach  in  her  own  house) 
fined  in  considerable  sums,  whereof  he 
hath  paid  a  thousand  pounds  sterling,  be- 
sidea  hia  about  six  months'  attendance  at 
court,  for  procuring  a  discharge  of  the 
overplua  of  hia  fines,  and  imprisoned  during 
hia  ma^ntfn  pleasure  in  the  castle  of  Ed- 
inbmgfa,  where  he  continued  four  years, 
and  at  the  same  time  his  house  of  Cardross 
(immediately  after  it  was  repaired)  was 
garrisoned,  to  his  great  hurt  and  prejudice. 
And  in  June  last,  the  king's  forces  in  their 
march  to  the  west,  (the  day  before  the 
duke  of  Bucdeugh  came  to  them)  went 
about  two  miles  out  of  their  road,  that  they 
might  quarter  on  the  lord  Cardross's  estate 
of  Kirkhill,  where  in  one  night  they  took 
from,  and  prejudiced  him  and  his  tenants, 
to  the  value  at  least  of  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling,  albeit  there  was  hardly  one  prea- 
bytcrian  on  all  that  land.  And  now  after 
all,  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  hath  procured 
finom  his  majesty,  a  gift  of  my  lord  Car- 
droaa'a  liforent  escheat  in  favours  of  his 
brother^B  son,  which  gift  carries  the  rents 
of  my  lord's  whole  estate  during  his  h'fe." 
Tb0  dake  of  LMuderdale  bud  procured 

/iM, 


the  gift  of  his  simple  and  liferent  ea-  ^^^ 
cheat  for  Mr  Maitland  his  nephew;  ^^^ 
and  when  this  representation  of  my  lord's 
was  like  to  have  some  weight,  care  waa  taken 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  it  to  the  privy  council, 
that  they  might  interpose  and  stop  the  king^s 
granting  this  desure.  Accordingly,  Feb- 
ruary ISth,  they  send  a  letter  to  his  ma- 
jesty upon  this  head,  which  I  have  an- 
annexed  below,*  where  the  reader  will 
observe  little  of  argument,  which  indeed 
the  cose  could  not  bear,  strong  assertions, 
and  a  reference  to  their  own  aentence  aa 


*  Letter,  Counc'i  f<i  the  King^  anent  iMrd  Car" 
drou,  February^  Wh  ICSa 
Mo«t  satxed  sovereign, 
Having  teen  a  paper  preaented  to  yoar  ma- 
jeaty  by  the  lord  Cardroaa,  iailtuled,  A  abort 
account  of  hia  Mifferings,  in  which  he  repre- 
seiita,  among  other  articiee,  that  he  waa  fined 
in  contidaraale  aomt  through  the  miareprewn- 
ution  of  aome,  for  his  lady 'a  hearing  her  chap- 
Iain  only  preach  In  her  own  house;  which 
chaphln,  we  cannot  forbear  to  Inform  yoar  ma^ 
jesty,  was  one  Mr  John  King^  a  person  so  em- 
ineiitlv  seditious,  that  he  was  one  of  the  prime 
incendiaries  and  ringleaders  of  the  late  rebellion, 
and  for  which  treason  he  was  forfeited  and  ex- 
ecuted. To  satisfy  your  nugesty,  in  what  was 
clearly  proved  against  the  said  lord  Cardross, 
we  have  sent  to  you  the  sentence  of  council  pro- 
nounced against  him,  whereby  your  majesty 
will  clearly  perceive  the  equity  of  our  pro- 
cedure, and  the  unreaaonablenesa  of  his  damour 
against  us.  This  being  the  true  stata  of  thia 
affair,  in  which  there  was  but  too  much  to  be 
said  against  the  lord  Cardroaa,  and  In  which 
there  was  more  care  and  pains  taken,  and  en- 
deavours used  by  the  council,  than  in  moat  casca 
of  that  nature  (we  being  only  concerned  in  as- 
serting your  royal  authority)  we  humbly  con- 
ceive, that  when  your  majesty  considers  the 
sentence  of  council  pronounced  against  that 
lord,  you  will  find  how  much  he  hath  sup- 
pressed the  troth,  and  suggested  that  which  is 
false,  and  humbly  remit  to  your  majesty's  great 
prudence,  what  course  Is  fittest  for  vindicating 
of  your  own  authority,  and  for  preventing  such 
misrepresentations  of  us  your  servanu,  we 
being.  In  all  humility, 

Your  mi^esty's  most  humble,  most  faithful, 
and  moat  obedient  subjects  and  servants. 


Rothes  ChanceUoTf 

Alexander  iSV  Andrews, 

Douglas, 

Montrose, 

Argvle, 

Manshal, 

Glencairn, 

Linlithgow, 

Wigton, 

Strathmore, 

Queensberry, 

Dnndooald, 

Caithnes, 

^  n 


John  Edinbvrgen, 

£lphinston, 

Ross, 

Charles  Maithmd, 

Thomas  Murray, 

George  Mackensie, 

J.  Wallace, 

Jamea  Fowlis, 

George  Mackentic, 

O.  Gordon, 

G.  KKwusM^ 
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deposition  of  witnesses  in  his  pro- 
cess, which  we  have  ah-eady  on  the  matter 
seen.  This  excellent  person  waited  for  some- 
time at  court,  but  without  success,  and  con- 
tinued  in  this  hard  state  till  the  revolution.* 

We  heard  before,  that  the  earl  of  Mon- 
teith  was  ordered  by  the  council  to  dissi- 
pate the  conventicles  at  Monteith;  and 
April  18th,  there  comes  a  letter  from  him, 
acquainting  the  council  that  he  had  done 
so,  and  taken  one  Arthur  Dougal  who  had 
been  in  the  rebellion,  with  some  papers 
upon  him.  The  council  write  a  letter  of 
thanks  to  the  earl,  and  desire  him  to  send 
in  the  prisoner  to  Edinbui^h.  Much  about 
the  same  time  Robert  Short  is  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  prisoner,  for  a  violent  attempt 
on  the  person  and  house  of  Mr  Geoi^ 
Honnyman,  minister  at  Livingstone,  and  is 
remitted  to  the  committee  for  public  affairs. 
Mr  Honnyman  we  shall  meet  with  here- 
after, he  was  very  uneasy  to  the  people  of  | 
that  parish;  and  the  great  instrument  of 
persecuting  them. 

A  pretty  singular  instance  of  a  prosecu- 
tion I  find  in  the  council  register  of  acts 
and  decreets,  April  8th  this  year,  sa  to  Mr 
Gilbert  Rule,  since  the  revolution  the  wor- 
thy and  learned  principal  of  the  college  of 
Edinburgh,  whose  memory  is  savoury  in 
this  church.  He  was  indulged  last  year  in 
Prestonhaugh,  and  now  must  be  turned 
out  This  excellent  man  is  libelled  before 
the  council,  "  for  his  keeping  conventicles, 
and  baptizing  children  without  the  parish 


*  In  consequence  of  not  obtaining  redress  of 
bU  grievance*,  lord  Cardrosa  emigrated  to  North 
America,  where  he  established  a  colony  in  Car- 
olina, which  was  destroyed  by  the  Spaniards. 
Broken,  bat  not  dispirited  by  misfortunes,  he 
returned  to  Europe,  and  attaching  himself  to 
the  friends  of  liberty  in  Holland,  waited  with 
anxiety  for  the  dawning  of  a  brighter  day  on 
their  distracted  country.  He  came  over  with 
the  Prince  of  Orange  to'  England  1688 ;  raised  a 
regiment  of  dragoons  for  the  public  service  lti89, 
and  was  an  able  commander  under  general 
Mackay,  in  subduing  the  opposition  headed  by 
Viscount  Dundee,  in  the  parliament  1689,  he 
obtained  an  act  restoring  to  him  his  estates  and 
all  his  other  rights  and  privileges.  He  was 
sworn  in  privy  councillor,  and  constituted  gen- 
eral of  the  mint,  but  did  not  long  enjoy  these 
favours,  as  be  died  of  the  effects  of  his  sufferings, 
at  Edmhargh,  21st  May  160S,  in  his  4ith  year. 
HhexceUeDtUdy,  who  survived  till  1725, was  no 


of  Prestonhaugh,  where  he  is  indulged. 
And  that  upon  the  1st  of  April  last,  he  did 
take  upon  him  to  hold  and  keep  a  conven- 
tide,  within  the  old  kirk  of  Edinburgh, 
called  8t  Giles's,  at  which  he  did  preach, 
expound  soripture,  pray,  and  baptise  a  child 
of  John  Kennedy  apothecary,  and  another 
of  James  Livingstone  merchant  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  BIr  William  Livingstone,  brother 
to  ^e  said  James,  and  divers  other  persons 
were  present  at  the  same ;  as  also  Mr  Arch- 
ibald Cameron  precentor  in  the  high  church, 
and  John  Neilson  merchant  and  kirk-trea- 
surer of  Edinbui^h,  did  so  far  concur  that 
they  were  present  at  the  same,  and  the  said 
John  Neilson  did  give  orders  to  open  the 
said  kirk."  The  council  find  this  proven 
by  the  defender's  confession,  and  do  sus- 
pend him  from  the  benefit  of  his  majesty's 
indulgence,  and  send  him  to  the  Bass,  till 
further  orders  from  the  king  about  him. 
John  Kennedy  is  fined  in  a  hundred  pounds 
Scots,  James  Livingstone  in  two  hundred 
pounds;  the  rest  are  assoilied.  This  odd 
passage  seems  to  have  been  a  happy  kind  of 
presage  of  Dr  Rulers  after  public  usefulness 
in  that  city :  this  was  with  the  consent  of 
Mr  Turner,  the  episcopal  minister  of  that 
kirk.  I  know  Mr  Kennedy,  whose  wife 
was  Mr  Rule's  niece,  was  a  stanch  presby- 
terian  singular  Christian,  and  lived  to  a 
great  age,  and  got  to  heaven  a  few  years 
ago.  And  I  take  Mr  Livingstone  to  be  son 
to  that  great  man  formerly  mentioned,  Mr 
John  Livingstone  minister  at  Ancrum. 
All  I  have  further  upon  this  is,  that  July 


doubt  consulted  by  Wodrovr  in  regard  to  the  suf- 
ferings of  her  family.  Colonel  Erskine  of  Camork, 
the  grandfather  of  the  late  Dr  Erskine  of  Edin- 
burgh, was  not  the  son,  as  stated  by  Sir  H. 
Moncrieff,  (Life  of  Erskine,  p.  S.)  but  the  half 
brother  of  lord  Cardmss,  being  the  third  son  of 
David  second  lord  Cardross  by  his  second  mar- 
riage to  the  youngest  daughter  of  Sir  George 
Bruce  of  Carnock ;  it  was  this  David,  and  not 
Henry  lord  Cardroas,  who  refused  to  consent  to 
the  surrender  of  Charles  I.  to  the  English  army, 
as  stated  by  Sir  Henry,  p.  2.  See  memorial 
p.  192.  The  first  lord  Cardross  was  Henry 
8erx)nd  son  of  the  earl  of  Marr :  he  died  in  1628. 
The  second  was  David  his  son,  who  died  in 
1671.  The  third  was  Henry,  the  subject  of  the 
above  relation.  The  fourth  was  David,  who 
succeeded  his  father  in  169S ;  and  became  af^er* 
wards  earl  of  Buchan :  by  his  lineal  desendant, 
both  families  are  now  represented.  Weodlt 
\  Peer.  \.  v  ^f^^^-^-— K''^' 
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S3d  a  petitMMi  is  presented  to  the  council 
from  Mr  Rule,  showing,  **  that  for  baptizing^ 
a  child  in  the  old  kirk  of  Edinborgh,  though 
by  warrant  of  Mr  Turner  minister  of  the 
aid  kirk,  he  was  sent  to  the  prison  of 
Edinbmghy  and  afterwards  to  the  Bass,  and 
thercbj  is  reduced  to  a  Tsletodinary  con- 
dition, therefore  praying  the  council  may 
take  his  case  under  consideration."  The 
oonnctl  appoint  him  to  be  set  at  liberty,  un- 
der bond  of  five  thousand  merks,  to  depart 
OLt  of  the  kingdom  within  eight  days. 

This  account  from  the  registers  confirms 
the  narrative  given  of  BIr  Rule,  by  the 
learned  and  laborious  Dr  Calamy,  in  his 
Abridgment  of  Bazter*s  Life,  voL  ii.  p.  517. 
whoae  informer  has  mistaken  the  time  of 
his  being  in  the  Bass,  which  was  some 
more  than  three  months,  an  exorbitant 
punishment  for  bi^tixing  a  child  of  his  own 
niece,  at  the  desire  of  the  minister  of  that 
parish.  Li  the  above  named  excellent 
collection,  the  reader  will  find  Mr  Rule's 
sufferings  at  Alnwick  in  Northumberland, 
where  he  was  minister  before  the  Restora^ 
tioD,  after  he  had  been  a  regent  at  Glas- 
goWy  and  afterwards  sub-principal  in  the 
king's  college  of  Aberdeen.  Upon  the  fatal 
Bartholomew  day  he  was  ejected  from  his 
charge  at  Alnwick,  and  came  down  to 
Scotland,  where  we  have  seen  he  was  soon 
brought  to  trouble,  and  forced  to  remove 
from  his  native  country.  Mr  Rule  went 
abroad,  studied  physic,  and  took  his  degrees : 
afterwards  he  lived  some  time  in  Berwick, 
and  was  very  useful  both  in  preaching,  as 
frequently  as  he  could,  and  by  his  great 
■kill  in  physic,  and  the  particular  care  he 
took  in  making  up  all  his  prescriptions. 
Being  called  to  the  Scots  side,  to  visit  the 
Laird  of  Houndwood*s  family  in  trouble, 
and  sUying  all  night,  at  fiunily  worship  he 
expounded  the  chapter  which  was  read, 
none  being  present  but  the  family.  This 
came  to  be  matter  of  process  against  the 
gentleman,  who  was  fined  in  a  hundred 
merks.  While  the  doctor  was  at  Berwick, 
the  eari  of  Hume,  who  commanded  a  troop 
of  horse  in  that  neighbourhood,  formed  a 
design  to  catch  him ;  of  which  Dr  Calamy 
gives  this  account  from  one  who  was  pre- 
sent. A  letter  was  formed  from  Mr  Ker  of 
Hme-weUii,  inttemtiog  Dr  Rale  to  come  ' 


presently  to  him,  with  such  medicines 
as  were  proper  for  a  violent  colic, 
and  sent  to  the  doctor  at  Berwick  by  a  ser- 
vant of  the  earl's  in  the  habit  of  a  countryman. 
The  letter  was  so  pressing,  that  the  doctor 
immediately  got  himself  ready :  but  when 
mounting  his  horse,  it  pleased  the  Lord  so 
to  touch  the  heart  of  the  messenger  with 
remorse  for  this  base  treachery,  that  at  that 
instant  he  disclosed  the  whole  design,  and 
told  him  his  hazard  if  he  went  with  him,  for 
the  earl  of  Hume,  according  to  concert, 
was,  with  a  party  of  horse,  ready  to  seise 
him  at  the  bound  road,  as  soon  as  he  enter- 
ed Scotland,  that  he  himself  was  the  earl's 
servant,  who  had  framed  the  letter  from 
Mr  Ker,  with  a  design  to  apprehend  him. 
Thus  this  good  man  escaped  the  snare  by  a 
singular  providence.  After  his  delivery 
from  the  Bass,  where  he  was  in  great  haz- 
ard of  his  life  by  a  sickness  caused  by  the 
sea  air,  he  left  Scotland,  and  in  a  little 
time  had  a  call  to  Dublin,  where  he  preach- 
ed for  some  time,  and  was  very  usefuL 

Towards  the  end  of  March,  there  had 
been  sermon  preached  in  a  house  in  the 
parish  of  Pencaitland,  where  some,  it  seems, 
had  been  without  doors :  complaint  is  made 
of  this  to  the  council ;  and,  April  8th,  they 
fine  James,  David,  and  George  Siuclairs,  and 
John  Baptie  in  Pencaitland,  who  were  pre- 
sent, as  guilty  of  keeping  field  conventicles, 
in  terms  of  the  act  of  parliament.  Upon 
the  6th  of  May,  Mr  James  Ker  minister  at 
is  libelled  before  the  council,  for  a 
field  conventicle :  npon  the  14th  of  March 
last,  he  preached  in  the  house  of  Grange,  in 
the  shire  of  Roxburgh;  it  is  represented, 
he  had  upwards  of  five  hundred  hearers, 
and  some  of  them  were  without  doors. 
Tlie  council  ordain  Mr  Ker  to  enact  him- 
self to  keep  no  more  conventicles,  under 
the  penalty  of  five  thousand  merks.  June 
4th  the  council  being  informed,  that  Anna 
Hamilton,  Lady  Gilkers-cleugh,  hath  reset 
in  her  house  John  Balfour  of  Kinloch,  and 
the  other  murderers  of  the  late  archbishop ; 
as  also,  that  James  Thomson,  tenant  in 
Tankertoun  parish,  is  guilty  of  the  said 
reset,  and  was  at  the  rebellion,  give  warrant 
to  the  advocate  to  process  them  before  the 
justiciary.  If  their  prooeiaVe  SsiVNi^a  xv 
gisters  this  year,  1  bava  ONQt\o^^  Vu 
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There  had  been  iMt  y««r  a  meetiiig- 
house  Bet  up  in  the  town  of  Inneis 
keithing  in  Fife,  upon  the  indulgence  then 
granted,  and  this  must  now  be  turned  down ; 
the  pretext  is,  that  it  was  not  licensed. 
Some  people,  at  some  times,  happened  to  sit 
without  doors,  and  this  in  law  was  con- 
structed as  a  field-conrenticle.  Whereup- 
on a  process  is  intented  before  the  council, 
against  the  earl  of  Tweedale,  upon  whose 
ground  the  meeting-house  stood,  and  the 
magistrates  of  Innerkeithing  July  1st 
^  Whereas,  by  the  council's  proclamation, 
Aj[»ril  8th,  1669,  heritors  are  made  liable 
for  the  conventicles  kept  on  their  ground, 
in  the  shires  of  Renfrewshire,  Ayr,  Lanark, 
&c  and  they  are  to  be  fined  in  50  pounds  ster. 
toties  guoties.  And  the  said  lord^  by 
their  act,  April  26th,  1676,  extend  this 
through  the  whole  kingdom.  NeTertheless, 
from  September,  1679,  to  May  1680,  there 
have  been  many  conventicles  held  in  the 
town-bam  belonging  to  the  earl  of  Tweedale, 
in  the  town  of  Innerkeithing,  at  which  Mr 
Somerwel,  Mr  William  Bell, 
Mr  John  Blair,  Mr  John  Anderson,  Mr 
Archibald,  Mr  John  Harroway,  out- 
ed  unlicensed  ministers  have  preached, 
therefore  it  is  craved,  that  the  earl  of 
Tweedale  may  be  fined  in  terms  of  law." 
The  council  assoilie  the  earl  of  Tweedale, 
because  he  preduceth  a  retour,  showing, 
that  the  bam  held  buigage  of  the  town, 
and  the  process  is  continued  against  the 
magistrates,  until  July  8th,  when  the  coun- 
cil find  them  guilty,  and  fine  them  in  50 

"  pounds  sterling,  which  they  actually  paid, 
and  afteni'ards  uplifted  from  the  inhabi- 
tants. At  the  same  time,  the  council  being 
informed  that  Mr  William  Row  had 
preached  in  several  places,  since  Septem- 
ber last;  that  Mr  John  Gray  had  preached, 
with  the  invitation  of  the  people,  in  the 
parish  of  Orwall,  under  prospect  of  getting 
a  license,  the  council,  July  8th,  discharge 
them  to  preach  any  more.  And  Mr  George 
Hamilton,  and  Mr  James  Rymer,  being 
cited  to  compear  at  this  diet,  for  preaching 
in  several  places  in  Fife,  and  not  compear- 
ing, were  appointed  to  be  denounced  and 
put  to  the  bora. 
September  Ist,  the  foUowing  report  of 

the  committee  for  public  affair^  is  ap- 
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proven  by  the  eonnoiL  Bfr  James  Ker  is 
appointed  to  be  liberate,  1900  eantion  to 
compear  when  called,  and  ^at  he  keep  no 
oonventicleBy  on  pain  of  ten  thousand  mcrka. 
Arthur  Dougal  to  be  liberate^  on  caution 
to  compear  when  called,  and  that  he  live 
regulariy,  and  keep  his  pariah  kirk,  under 
pain  of  five  hundred  merks.  Mr  John 
Didcson,  late  minister  at  Rutheiglen,  being 
brought  in  prisoner  by  some  of  the  guards, 
is  under  caution  to  appear  before  the  conn- 
cil  this  day.  Aoomrdingly,  the  council 
order  him  to  be  sent  to  the  tolbooth  of 
Edinburgh,  and  from  thence  to  the  Bass; 
where  I  know  he  was  prisoner  for  several 
years.  Bfr  John  Veitch  is  called  before 
the  oouncil,  October  5th.  After  citation 
he  is  libelled,  that  he  had  preached  at 
Anstrather  (perhaps  it  should  be  West- 
ruther,  where  he  was  aunister)  withont 
license.  He  not  oompearing,  is  ordered  to 
be  denounced,  and  put  to  the  hom.  We 
shall  afterwards  hear,  that  he  was  taken 
and  kept  close  prisoner  at  Edinburgh, 
about  a  year's  time,  under  no  small  hard- 
ships. He  was  allowed  neither  candle  nor 
fire  the  whole  time;  his  wife  was  never 
allowed  to  speak  to  him,  but  in  presence  of 
two  or  three  soldiers.  He  pressed  much  to 
be  brought  to  a  trial,  but  that  could  not  be 
allowed.  The  reason  of  this  cruel  and  un- 
christian treatment,  was,  that  when  the 
curate  died,  at  the  invitation  of  the  people 
he  retiumed  and  preached  to  his  own  peo- 
ple, from  whom  he  had  been  violently 
thrust  away.  The  same  day,  Feigua  Grier 
in  Brigmark,  petitions  the  council,  and 
shows  he  had  now  lien  five  months  in 
prison,  and  nothing  ever  was  laid  to  his 
chaige,  but  his  reset  of  two  of  his  friends, 
for  a  night,  who  had  been  at  Both  well. 
The  council  order  him  to  be  liberate  upon 
signing  the  bond.  That  same  day,  the 
council  approve  of  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee for  public  afiairs  underwritten ;  that 
William  Panton,  prisoner  for  harbouring 
Mr  Donald  Cargil,  be  liberate,  on  bond  of 
a  thousand  pounds,  to  answer  when  called. 
Six  persons  taken  at  the  bridge  of  Lin- 
lithgow, as  coming  from  a  oonventide,  and 
most  obstinate,  are  imprisoned.  Upon  a 
I  letter  from  the  laird  of  Graden,  that  he 
\  Uad   av^T«\MfiidAi  Ui  Ks^^m^  %i4i^ 
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Bunster,  IffoUier  to  the  kird  of  Riddel, 
TambnU  of  Knoir,  and  the  hurd  of  Doun, 
and  sent  them  priaonen  to  the  tolbooth  of 
Jedburgh,  till  he  had  the  eoondl'a  mind, 
thej  being  peiaons,  aa  he  waa  infonned, 
who  were  in  the  rebellion,  and  lre^[oentors 
ef  field  GonTentides  nnoe,  thej  had  aent  a 
letter  of  thanka  to  Oraden,  with  an  order 
to  MeUmm  to  bring  them  in  priionera  to 
Edinburgh,  and  had  recommended  Oraden 
to  the  kvda  of  the  treaanrf,  for  the  reward 
offered  by  the  oovmcil'a  proclamation,  for 
taking  Mr  Riddel.  December  9tb,  Mr 
William  Bell,  impriwmed  ibr  a  conventicle 
in  Edinbnigfa,  refniing  to  engage  to  abstain 
from  oonventiclea  in  time  to  come,  is  sent 
to  Blackness;  and  Air  Riddel,  when  ex- 
smined  before  the  committee  for  public 
affidrs,  disowns  all  murderous  and  bloody 
principlea  in  Cargili'a  ooTenant,  but  re- 
fuses to  engage  against  field  couTonticles. 
He  is  confined  to  hia  bouse  and  precincts 
of  it»  daring  pleasure,  he  finding  caution  to 
keep  hia  confinement  during  that  time,  and 
never  to  keep  field  conTentides,  under  the 
pein  of  lOfiOO  merks.  Thus  this  worthy 
minister^a  case  stands  in  the  registers.  But 
it  dcaerrea  a  larger  consideration,  and  1  am 
able  to  giTO  a  dktinct  account  of  his  treat- 
ment before  the  eomraittee  for  public  affiurs, 
from  a  narratiTC  under  his  own  hand,  com- 
municated to  me  by  his  worthy  son  Dr 
Riddel,  with  which  I  shall  end  this  section. 
¥nien  Bfr  Archibald  Riddel  was  return- 
ing from  Moffat-well,  September  this  year, 
and  riding  in  company  with  another  per- 
son, the  Imrd  of  Graden  met  him,  and  ap- 
prehended them  both.  Mr  Riddel  had  his 
watch,  sword,  and  some  money  taken  from 
him,  though  Graden  was  married  to  his 
near  relation,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  was 
sent  to  Jedburgh  tolbooth,  and  thence 
carried  into  Edinbui|rh  prison,  and  kept 
piiaoner  nine  months  there.  During  that 
time  he  was  twice  examined  by  a  com- 
mittee of  coundL  An  account  of  what 
pausH  I  ahall  give  from  his  own  notes, 
written  immediately  after  his  return  to 
priaoB,  when  what  passed  was  fresh  in  his 
memory.  All  his  answers  were  extem- 
pomy,  having  no  copy  of  questions  given 
hiai,  or  time  to  think  upon  answers.  I  in- 
sert tbem  mi  tie  greater  length,  tbmt,  from 


them,  the  reader  may  gather  the  tem- 
per of  this  period,and  guess  at  the  me-  ^^* 
thods  taken  with  others,  of  whom  I  have  not 
so  distinct  accounts.  His  first  examination 
was  October  1st,  this  year;  and,  after  Mr 
Riddd  had  acknowledged  he  was  the  per- 
son taken  by  the  laird  of  Graden,  the  earl 
of  Linlithgow  asked  him  the  reason,  why 
he  went  out  of  the  way  at  the  time  he  was 
apprehended?  **  Answer.  My  neighbour 
and  J  travelling  on  the  way  upon  the  Sab- 
bath, discovered  some  gentlemen,  whom 
we  supposed  to  be  Philiphaugh  going  to 
church,  and  not  willing  to  cross  his  teeth 
that  day,  a  little  wood  being  near,  we 
turned  into  it  till  he  should  pass;  but  it 
being  Graden,  he  followed  us,  and  made  ua 
prisoners.  Linlithgow,  Have  you  kept 
any  field  conventicles  since  the  indemnity  ? 
Ant,  Since  that  time,  my  lord,  I  never 
preached  out  of  a  house.  Lin,  Will  you 
give  your  oath  upon  that?  Ant,  My 
lord,  I  desire  to  be  forborne  as  to  oaths, 
which  are  tender  things,  and  not  rashly  to 
be  meddled  with,  or  upon  every  occasion. 
Lin,  What  ground  have  we  to  believe 
you,  if  you  refuse  to  give  your  oath? 
Ant.  J  have  declared  upon  the  word  of  a 
gentleman,  which  I  hope  may  be  taken  off 
my  hand  as  sufficient ;  and  if  your  lordship 
shall  be  informed  that  I  have  preached  out 
of  house  since  that  time,  spare  not  my  life ; 
but  swearing  I  dare  not  meddle  with. 
Advocate.  Mr  Kiddel,  your  answer  to  my 
lord  Linlithgow  was.  You  have  not 
preached  out  of  a  house;  but  I  suppose 
you  are  not  ignorant,  that  albeit  a  minister 
preach  within  a  house,  yet  if  there  be 
hearers  without  doors,  by  the  law  that  is 
constructed  to  be  a  field  conventide :  J  de- 
sire therefore  you  will  positively  answer 
me  this  question,  whether  or  not,  when 
you  preached  within  a  house,  was  there 
any  hearing  you  without  doors?  Ant, 
Indeed,  my  lord,  I  cannot  deny  that.  Adv, 
We  would  not  expect  any  man  of  such  a 
peaceable  dispodtion  as  Mr  Riddel  seems 
to  be,  would  so  far  contemn  authority,  aa 
not  to  forbear  to  act  contrary  to  law. 
Ant,  My  lord,  when  there  do  convene  more 
than  the  house  can  contain,  and  I  am  called 
to  preach  to  them,  4Krelt\iVi<R&naH^^% 
assembly  wiibout  pT«aA\»ii|()  >itnuokft»H^ 
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1 680  ^^^^'^'^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  them,  or  refbao  to 
preach  to  them,  until  all  without 
doora  remore  ?  Really,  my  lord,  I  durst 
not  do  so  upon  the  greatest  haiard.  Adv, 
It  is  most  unreasonable  that  erery  subject 
should  take  upon  him  to  judge  and  deter- 
mine, at  his  pleasure,  of  what  is  lawful 
and  oonrenient,  and  not  be  determined  by 
the  laws  of  the  land.  This  is  so  absurd 
and  ridiculous,  that  it  destroys  the  end  of 
all  laws,  and  makes  erery  man  supreme, 
and  to  do  what  he  pleases.  Am,  My 
lord,  it  cannot,  I  suppose,  be  denied,  but 
that  every  subject  must  be  allowed  to  ex- 
ercise a  judgment  of  discretion,  in  reference 
to  his  own  actions :  and  as  your  lordship 
judges  that  it  is  the  duty  of  subjects  to 
know  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  to  practise 
accordingly,  so,  since  it  is  certain  Uuit  the 
God  of  heaven  hath  given  laws  to  all  sub- 
jects as  well  as  rulers,  subjects  both  may 
and  ought  to  know  these  laws;  and  if  I, 
knowing  both  God*s  laws  and  the  laws  of 
the  land,  find  the  one  contrary  to  the  other, 
undoubtedly  God*8  laws  should  have  the 
preference.  Adv,  I  think  it  strange  that 
any  should  be  so  absurd  as  to  disturb  the 
peace  of  a  land  for  such  a  business,  as 
M'hether  persons  should  keep  within  doors 
or  not,  in  preaching.  If  we  were  quarrel- 
ling Mr  Riddel,  for  preaching  simply,  it 
were  somewhat;  but  to  contenm  and  irri- 
tate authority,  by  preaching  to  persons 
without  doors,  is  intolerable.  Ans,  My 
lord,  if  there  were  a  full  and  free  liberty  for 
preaching  in  houses,  it  is  like,  the  people, 
in  process  of  time,  might  so  accommodate 
themselves,  that  there  should  be  no  pro- 
voking the  magistrate,  by  any  their  being 
without  doors ;  but  now,  poor  people  are 
so  dogged  and  distressed,  that  preaching 
can  hardly  be  had  in  ten  miles  of  way ;  and 
when  I  am  called  to  preach,  and  scarce  a 
house  can  be  had  that  will  contain  thirty  or 
forty  persons,'  and  all  the  rest  must  be 
without,  shall  the  people  who  come  ten 
miles  or  more  to  hear  sermon,  be  thrust 
away  as  they  came  ?  Surely,  if  I  be  called 
to  preach  at  all,  I  may  not  decline  it  in  any 
case.  Adv.  I  pose  Mr  Riddel  with  this 
question,  if  presbyterian  government  were 
eetablubed,  and  some  ministers  were  not 
^w  to  comply  with  i%  as  it  was  in  the  year 


1648,  and  a  law  were  made,  that  none  with- 
out doors  should  hear  them,  would  you 
judge  it  reasonable,  that  such  ministers 
should,  in  contempt  of  law,  do  as  you  do  ? 
Ang,  Really,  my  lord,  I  cannot  see  a  reason 
why  persons  hearing  without  doors  should 
be  a  provocation  more  than  within  doors; 
or,  if  one  be  at  all  permitted  to  preach,  that  it 
should  offend,  when  he  preaches  to  persons 
without  Adv,  Will  you  be  content  to  en- 
gage not  to  preach  in  the  fields  after  this  ? 
Ans,  My  lord,  excuse  me,  for  I  dare  not 
come  under  any  such  engagement.  Ado, 
This  is  strange^  that  Mr  Riddel,  who  has 
had  so  much  respect  to  authority,  as  not  to 
preach  in  the  fields  since  the  indemnity, 
will  not,  out  of  the  same  respect,  be  con- 
tent to  engage  to  carry  hereafter,  as  he 
declares  he  has  carried  heretofore :  we  are 
not  requiring  that  he  should  not  preach  in 
houses,  albeit  to  persons  without  doors,  but 
only  that  he  will  not  go  to  the  fields  and 
preach.  Am,  My  lord  advocate,  I  can  an- 
swer somewhat  for  the  time  past,  but  not 
for  tlie  time  to  ccnne :  I  have  not  since  the 
indemnity  judged  myself  under  a  necessity 
to  preach  out  of  a  house,  but  I  know  not 
but  he  who  has  called  me  to  preach  this 
while  bygone  in  houses,  may  before  I  go 
out  of  the  world,  call  me  to  preach  upon 
tops  of  mountains,  yea,  upon  the  seas ;  and 
I  dare  not  come  under  any  engagements 
to  disobey  his  calls.  Adv,  You  can  never 
rightly  judge  yourself  called  to  preach  in 
the  fields,  seeing  it  will  be  such  an  open 
violation  and  contempt  of  authority.  Am, 
My  lord,  I  think  Strang  you  should  be  so 
peremptory  in  this,  seeing  there  be  both 
some  cases  at  present,  wherein  such  preach* 
ing  cannot  be  offended  at,  as  also  I  know 
not  what  revolutions  may  be,  so  that  they 
who  are  most  dissatisfied  may  allow  it 
Adv.  What  are  those  cases  now?  Am, 
Both  conformed  and  indulged  have  preach- 
ed in  the  fields  without  offence.  Adv, 
When  did  the  indulged  preach  in  the  fields? 
Am.  When  their  churches  have  been 
ruinous;  or,  otherwise  they  could  not  con* 
veniently  preach  in  the  church,  they  have 
done  it  in  the  church-yard  or  elsewhere. 
Adv,  In  such  cases  as  those,  it  is  not  con- 
structed to  be  a^nst  law.  An»,  But  then, 
\  my  \otd,  ¥rV»X  i£baS\  \  ^<^  >nVObl  tk^  veim:^- 
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ment  naTer  to  prMofa  m  the  fields,  to  know 
whether  it  thall  be  coDitnicted  sgaiDst  law 
ur  not  ?  your  lordship  will  not  allow  me  to 
WDsOy  or  put  a  oonstmction  upon  my  en- 
gagement mjrself.  Adv,  If  I  were  of  Mr 
Kiddel^t  jnincipies,  and  did  judge  in  my 
coMcienoe,  that  the  laws  of  the  land  were 
contrary  to  the  laws  of  God,  and  that  I 
could  not  conform  to  them,  I  would  judge 
it  ray  duty  rather  to  go  out  of  the  nation, 
and  lire  elsewhere,  than  disturb  the  peace 
of  the  land,  by  acting  contrary  to  its  laws. 
Ang,  My  lord,  if  I  do  any  thing  contrary  to 
the  laws,  I  am  liable  to  the  punishment  due 
by  the  law.  Adv.  That  is  not  sufficient; 
a  subject  that  regards  the  public  good  of 
the  land,  should,  for  the  peace  and  welfare 
thereof,  either  conform  to  the  law,  or  go 
out  of  the  land.  Ans.  My  lord,  I  doubt 
that  argument  would  militate  against  Christ 
and  his  apostles,  as  much  as  against  ns, 
who  both  preached  and  acted  otherwise 
against  the  laws  of  the  land ;  and  not  only 
did  not  judge  it  their  doty  to  go  out  of  the 
knd,  bat  the  apostles,  in  the  contrary,  rea- 
aoned  with  the  rulers,  ''whether  it  be 
better  to  obey  Ood  or  man  judge  ye."  Lin, 
Will  you  promise  not  to  preach  in  the  open 
fields,  with  allowance  to  preach  in  houses, 
albeit  hearers  be  without  doors?  Ans, 
My  lord,  I  am  willing  rather  to  undergo 
what  sufferings  your  lordship  will  be  pleas- 
ed to  inflict  upon  me,  rather  than  come 
under  such  an  engagement."  The  bishop  (of 
Edinburgh,  I  suppose)  spoke  next :  **  My 
lord  Linlithgow,  I  speak  to  your  lordship, 
I  will  not  speak  to  Mr  Riddel;  for  it  is  like 
he  will  not  acknowledge  me,  or  speak  to 
me ;  it  is  our  duty  to  have  respect  for  him, 
he  is  a  gentleman,  and  descended  from  an 
ancamt  and  honourable  family:  but  I  de- 
sire your  lordship  to  speak  to  him,  he  com- 
pares his  case  with  that  of  Christ  and  his 
apostles ;  I  suppose  he  is  not  ignorant,  that 
the  thing  reipiired  of  the  apostles  was,  that 
they  should  not  preach  at  all,  which  was  a 
thing  that  could  not  be  yielded  unto  upon  any 
haiard.  It  is  not  denied  but  Mr  Kiddel 
should  preach  the  gospel,  being  a  minister; 
ior  a  necessity  is  laid  upon  every  minister, 
**and  wo  is  unto  him,  if  he  preach  not  the 
gospel :"  but  all  that  is  required  of  him,  is 
hai  ju»  eBgagement  not  to  preach  in  the 


fields,  which  is  hr  from  the  apostles'  imy^ 
discharge.  Mr  Riddel  has  been 
speaking  of  his  calls,  I  would  fain  know  of 
him  what  he  reckons  his  call:  there  are 
calls  ordinary  and  extraordinary;  if  he 
mean  an  ordinary  call,  that  must  be  deter- 
mined by  authority  and  the  laws  in  being; 
this  he  cannot  lay  claim  unto.  If  he  speaks 
of  an  extraordinary  call  the  prophets  and 
apostles  had,  which  they  confirmed  by  mir- 
acles; if  he  pretend  to  such  a  call,  how 
shall  we  know  if  he  has  it  ?  what  miracles 
will  he  work  for  confirming  it  ?  Xtn. 
What  answer  can  you  giye  to  what  is  said  ? 
Ans,  My  lord  Linlithgow,  for  me  to  answer 
what  has  been  spoken,  will  necessitate  me  to 
rip  up  the  whole  controversy  that  is  this  day 
betwixt  the  presbyteriaus  and  conformists, 
in  reference  to  the  present  schism  that  is  in 
the  church  of  Scotland,  which  would  be  a 
more  tedious  discourse  than,  it  may  be, 
your  lordships'  patience  would  allow  to 
hear;  but  if  your  lordships  be  willing  to 
hear,  I  shall  not  decline  it  Lin,  Not  so, 
but  speak  shortly  to  any  particular  you 
think  fit  Ans,  My  lord,  what  was  first 
spoken  was  in  reference  to  the  difference 
betwixt  the  apostles  and  myself,  and  I 
deny  not  a  difference  as  to  the  thing  com- 
manded :  but  my  alleging  the  case  of  Christ 
and  the  apostles,  was  in  reply  to  my  lord 
advocate's  argument,  that  we  ought  either 
to  conform  to  the  laws,  or  go  out  of  the 
land:  that  they  did  not  conform  to  the 
laws  of  the  land,  but  both  preached  and 
acted  otherwise  contrary  to  them,  and 
defended  themselves  with  that  argument, 
•*  that  we  ought  rather  to  obey  God 
than  man;"  and  truly,  I  see  not  why, 
notwithstanding  of  the  difference  of  the 
subject  matter  of  controversy,  it  should 
not  be  as  good  an  ailment  in  our  mouths, 
acting  contrary  to  the  laws,  as  in  theirs,  and 
further  than  this  I  designed  not  to  urge  it." 
Here  Mr  Riddel  was  stopped,  and  the  clerk 
ordered  to  read  what  he  noted,  which  he 
did  as  follows.  **  Mr  Riddel  being  called 
before  the  lords  of  the  committee,  and  inter- 
rogate, whether  or  not,  since  the  indemnity, 
he  had  kept  any  field  conventicles,  an- 
swered, that  since  the  indemnity  he  had 
never  preached  out  oi  aVouiw^  WV.T^>»fe^ 
to  give  his  oath  u^ou  \V    "W^^  \>iw^«« 
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dMirtdto«iigag«iiottopreMhinthe 
'^^*  fields  hereafter,  be  did  refiue  to  to  do, 
but  nid,  be  would  ratber  mider^gfo  any  suffer- 
ings that  their  lordships  would  inflict  upon 
hiniy  than  come  under  such  an  engage* 
ment"  This  was  read  to  him,  and  be  ap- 
pointed to  sign  it,  which  be  did.  After 
this  my  lord  Linlithgow  said,  '*  There  is 
one  thing  I  foi^t  to  ask.  Were  yon  fi^ 
miliarly  acquaint  with  that  young  man  ap« 
preliended  with  you,  before  your  acquain- 
tance at  Mofiat-wellP  Ant,  I  was  not 
acquaint  with  him  before  that  I  have 
seen  him  beCore,  and  been  in  his  company, 
but  did  not  know  what  he  was  till  our 
converse  at  the  welL  Ian.  Will  you  give 
your  oath  upon  it  ?  Ans»  J  haYe  already 
desired  to  be  spared  as  to  oaths,  for  I  dare 
meddle  with  no  oaths  at  alL  Adv.  I 
wonder  Mr  Riddel  should  be  so  wilful,  as 
to  refuse  to  give  oath  upon  what  be  dc^ 
dares  so  confidently  to  be  truth.  Am. 
My  lord,  there  is  more  required  for  justify- 
ing an  oath,  than  that  it  be  true.  Adv. 
1  hope  you  own  authority,  and  are  not  of 
these  wild  principles  some  are  of.  Aug. 
My  lord,  I  do  own  authority,  as  knowing 
that  the  same  Lord  Jesus  who  commanded 
us  to  fear  God,  doth  also  command  to 
honour  the  king;  and  as  I  judge  it  my 
duty  to  give  God  what  is  God's,  so  to  give 
Cesar  what  is  Cesar's.  Bishop.  Strange, 
my  lord  Linlithgow,  that  Mr  Riddel  should 
peremptorily  say,  that  he  will  swear  no 
oaths.  UnUwful  oaths,  I  know,  are  to  be 
refused,  but  to  swear,  when  required  by 
the  magistrate  to  confirm  truth,  I  humbly 
conceive  ought  not  to  be  refused.  I  know 
none  are  against  all  oaths,  but  anabaptists 
and  quakers,  and  I  hope  Mr  Riddel  is  none 
of  these."  Mr  Riddel  not  offering  to  re- 
ply, lord  Linlithgow  said,  **  What  have  you 
to  say  for  clearing  yourself?  Ans.  Yoiu* 
lordship  and  I  arc  not  upon  equal  terms  to 
debate  freely  matters  of  oaths.  Adv. 
Very  true."  Then  the  earl  of  Linlithgow 
told  Mr  Riddel  he  might  remove ;  and  when 
he  was  half  way  at  the  door,  the  advocate 
said,  "  Mr  Riddel,  I  am  sorry  that  such  a 
person  as  you  should  drink  in  such  irra- 
tional brutish  principles,  and  wonld  desire 
jroa  for  four  good,  wishing  well  to  you, 
aad  being  wUUng  to  doiXL  I  can  for  you. 


I  to  quit  them,  and  be  better  admod.  Am, 
My  lord,  I  baye  not  takes  iqp  tlioev-  prinoK- 
ples  hastily  and  rashly,  they  faaire  eost  mm 
■tady  aad  ezerdac^  and  I  hare  aought  -tte 
Lord  aneat  them,  and  find  them  so  w«U 
grounded,  that  I  hop*  through  grace  I 
shall  not  soon  quit  them.  Adv,  O^  yew 
way."  After  thia  examination,  he  was 
sent  back  to  prison. 

Mr  Riddel  was  again  called  before  the 
oommittee,  December  8th,  where  Linlith- 
gow was  prases;  and  what  passed  then 
foUowt.  '^Xta.  Sir,  the  ooMmittee  h« 
been  considering  your  conditioii,  and  de 
very  much  indine  to  show  you  favoor,  aad 
to  have  yon  set  at  liberty.  Y«a  aee  wkst 
a  height  of  eztrarafances  some  people  an 
risen  unto  now,  that  wo  are  concensed  to 
take  notice  of  persons.  TherefiiM,  #s 
would  know  of  you,  whether  you  appivfe 
the  way  of  these  who  cast  off  the  magis* 
trate,  or  notP  Am,  I  hope  none  questiom 
me  of  being  of  such  principlee.  Lm,  How- 
ever, we  desire  a  decbntioa  from  yov 
own  mouth.  Au*  My  lord,  I  do  in  all 
humility  acknowledge  the  civil  Magistrals; 
I  own  the  king^a  m^}eety,  the  lords  of  kis 
council,  and  this  honourable  committee,  as 
such  to  whom  I  owe  obedienoe,  and  to  be 
subject  in  the  Lord.  I  cannot  deny  but  I 
am  one  of  those  who  ara  against  conform- 
ity in  all  the  parts  of  it;  bat  as  for  the 
civil  magistrate,  I  may  confidenUy  i^, 
both  for  myself  and  all  true  sober  prssl^ 
terians  in  Scotland,  that  we  desire  to  pay 
all  due  respect  aad  homage  unto  him,  and 
to  be  behind  in  nothing  reasonable,  called 
for  at  our  hands.  It  is  tnie^  the  distreasss 
of  that  party  froas  the  magistrate,  (for  sad 
and  hunentable  have  their  afflictiooa  been 
these  years  bygone)  has  extorted  Iraa 
them  more  complaining  and  nsenting  ef 
the  ruler*s  carriage,  than  from  others  who 
have  had  more  countenance  and  encourage- 
ment from  authority;  and,  it  may  be,  an 
exceeding  of  just  bounds  and  limita.  And 
from  hence  hath  proceeded  this  wofnl  evil 
of  denying  and  casting  at  the  whole  magis- 
tracy and  ministry  in  Scotland,  maintainipg 
the  lawfulness  of  killing  and  cattinf^  off  the 
king,  rulers,  and  all  that  do  adhere  to  then, 
.  combining  and  covenanting  to  execute  the 
\  same,  «xcfiDaausAei9Bai%  ^1  ^^Ms^^ad  the 
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lik«^  whidi  it  rack  an  efily  ai  4o«  naturally 
tend  to  the  orartaning  all  goTemmenty 
aai  anbramMi  of  hanuun  tociety,  and  does 
indeed  open  a  door  for  eyeiy  man  to  kill, 
and  do  whataoever  aeemeth  good  in  his 
own  ejrei^  and  pretend  religion  for  it; 
which  we  desire  to  lament^  if  possible,  in 
tsars  of  blood,  and,  we  judge,  hath  a  lan- 
guage in  it  botii  to  mien  and  people,  both 
tooonfonnisti  and  nonoonformists;  and  it 
were  no  small  meroy  if  we  oould  hear  the 
roiooofthis  rod,,  which  prognostics  some 
ttraoge  thing  to  come;  but  I  know  no  en- 
eonragement  or  obedience  that  we  would 
williagiy  or  wittingly  deny  to  the  magis- 
tnte,  except  when  we  are  put  to  that 
itiail^  that  we  must  either  incur  the  di»- 
pWaiiire  of  our  prince  or  of  our  God ;  en- 
deavouring so  to  carry,  as  no  ground  of 
ceinplaint  against  us  nuiy  be  found,  except 
it  be  in  the  nuttters  of  our  Ood.  Justice- 
ckHL  Mr  Biddel  speaks  of  all  the  true  and 
boneift  pcesbyterians,  but  how  shall  we 
know  whom  he  means  by  them,  since  Car- 
gill  and  his  party  call  themselTes  so  as  well 
SB  Ifr  Riddel?  Amm,  My  lord,  we  would  be 
^bd  to  know  what  distinguishing  character 
wonld  be  satisfying  to  you,  to  distinguish 
between  the  one  and  the  other.  Justice- 
deHL  I  will  name  one :  the  murderers  of 
the  arehbishop  are  oouTening  with  you, 
are  hid  and  entertained  with  you;  if  you 
would  deliTcr  up  these  persons  to  punish- 
msDt,  it  wonld  say  you  were  not  of  their 
wi^  Amu.  Does  your  lordship  think 
that  these  perwws  converse  with  me,  or 
sndi  as  me  ?  they  scar  as  much  at  us  as 
any  in  the  land.  JuMtice-derk,  Now  we 
hear  they  cast  at  you,  but  you  have  pro- 
■Mted  timt  interest;  for  both  James  Skene 
said  before  the  justiciary,  (when  told  that 
presbyterian  ministers  condemn  them  and 
their  way,)  that  albeit  they  condemn  them 
now,  they  owned  nothing  but  what  once 
thej  preached,  and  named  BIr  Riddel  for 
one;  and  likewise  one  Harrey,  the  other 
iaj  before  ns,  when  I  ssked  her  if  she 
heardany  minister  preach  such  doctrine,  told 
ma  she  had  heard  both  Mr  Welsh  and  Mr 
RidM  preach  so.  Ans,  My  lord,  I  do  not 
think  it  strange  that  these  persons  say 
theao  things  to  your  lordship,  seeing  they 
have  tiie  eoaSdeace  to  mj  as  much  in  onr 


own  laces,  and  to  chaige  grierous  ^^^ 
things  at  their  pleasure  upon  us;  ^^* 
but  I  hope  your  lordriiips  nill  little  re- 
gard these  sayings,  considering  two  things, 
1st,  the  great  prejudice  they  have  taken  up 
against  us,  in  so  much  that  they  would 
have  us  rooted  out  of  the  world,  and  stick 
not  what  they  say  or  do  for  that  end. 
Sdly,  which  I  take  to  be  the  chief  cause, 
the  liberty  tliey  take  in  drawing  conse- 
quences from  our  preachings.  We  preach- 
ed to  them  the  doctrine  of  repentance,  they 
conclude  they  cannot  be  i«dous  enough 
against  sin,  except  they  disown,  yea,  out 
off  all  they  judge  sinners,  and  then  reckon 
that  what  we  preached;  but,  my  lord,  1 
hope  none  will  say  that  I  ever  preached 
these  doctrines,  which  I  ever  judged  de- 
stnictiTe  of  the  principles  of  nature.  Lim. 
I  think  that  must  be  the  true  reason.  Amm, 
My  lord,  there  is  no  minister  in  Scotland 
that  party  will  hear  or  own,  but  one.  To 
this  one  of  the  lords  said.  There  are  cer- 
tainly more  than  one,  there  is  Cargill  and 
Douglas.  Ans,  I  baye  not  heard  of  Mr 
Douglas  being  in  the  kingdom  of  along 
time.  One  of  them  replied.  He  was  in  it 
lately.  Ans.  It  is  more  than  I  knew  of. 
Lin,  All  the  lords  incline  to  show  you  &- 
vour,  and  we  would  do  all  that  lies  in  our 
power  for  you,  but  we  must  be  accountable 
to  the  council  lor  what  we  do ;  and  there- 
fore we  desire  you  would  give  us  some 
ground  to  go  upon  for  your  liberation. 
Will  you  promise  not  to  preach  in  the 
fields,  nor  take  up  arms  against  the  king  ? 
Bishop,  He  will  not  give  such  engage- 
ments, you  need  not  ask  that  Xtn.  But 
what  say  you?  Ans,  Your  lordship  re- 
memberi  the  last  time  I  was  before  you,  I 
desired  to  be  spared.  Lin.  It  is  true,  but 
we  would  have  somewhat  to  report  to  the 
council  for  our  exoneration.  Ans.  Really, 
my  lord,  I  have  a  very  great  aversion  at  all 
the  oaths,  bonds,  and  det'larations,  required  of 
subjects  in  those  days.  Justice-cierk. 
There  is  no  oath  required  of  you,  but  a 
just  promise.  Ans.  My  lord,  promises, 
bonds,  and  oaths,  are  near  a  kin.  Xm. 
How  can  you  expect  liberty  except  you 
will  promise  not  to  preach  in  the  fielda  'i^ 
Ans.  Idonotknowt  hnl\hAia»ft%N^^hnie« 
ity,  now  offended  »X  ^ctai^fflD^^xBKj  «iBr 
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^^^  maud  me  to  preach  in  the  fields  after 
'  this,  mhstice^lerk.  If  that  be,  he  8haU 
be  allowed  that  limitation  in  his  promise. 
Ajiu,  My  Lord,  there  are  an  hundred  instan- 
ces^ which  I  cannot  at  present  condescend 
upon,  w^herein  a  necessity  may  be  on  min- 
isters to  preach  in  the  fields,  which  your 
lordships*  if  informed  rightly,  might  al- 
low, so  that  it  is  hard  to  oome  under  any 
such  promise.  Linliih^  What  confidence 
can  we  have  to  expect  your  peaceable  car- 
riage, when  you  will  not  give  such  a  pro- 
mise ?  Ans,  My  lord,  I  hope  all  that  know 
me,  know  me  to  be  of  a  peaceable  disposi- 
tion, and  if  my  peaoeable  carriage  will  not 
answer  for  me,  1  shall  never  desire  that  my 
promise  of  peace  do  it  My  lord,  the  fields 
were  never  our  choice,  we  never  went  to 
them  but  as  necessity  drove  us.  Justice- 
clerk.  I  would  like  that  man  best  that  is  of 
a  peaceable  temper.  LiiUith,  What  do  you 
think  of  the  bishop's  murder?  Am.  If 
private  perM>ns  were  allowed  to  go  out  of 
their  station,  to  kill  men  at  their  pleasure, 
no  man  could  bo  sure  as  to  his  life.  Ju«- 
tiot*ckrk.  Will  you  but  say,  that  you  re- 
solve not  to  preach  in  the  fields  m  long  as 
matters  continue  as  they  are  ?  Ans.  lleally. 


that  with  the  Bass,  where  he  continued 
three  years  and  a  half,  until  he  was  liberate 
upon  his  designed  voyage  with  IMtlochi^ 
when  we  shall  meet  with  him  again. 

Some  other  instances  of  severities,  Uk 
wards  presbyterians  this  year,  are  before 
me,  but  they  may  oome  in  as  fitly  upon  th« 
last  section,  and  after  I  have  given  soaie 
narrative  of  matters  of  another  natunv 
which  fell  in  June  and  July  this  year,  upos 
the  following  sections. 

SECT.  IV. 

Of  the  Queemfeny  paper,  the  Jirst  deckt' 
at  ion  at  S<mguhar^  and  their  consequent ; 
with  an  account  of  the  engaganeni  at  Airk- 
J9um,  July  21st,  1(»80. 


IlAviNii  given  the  state  and  sufiferings  of 
the  body  of  presbyterians  this  year  in  Uie 
former  sections,  1  come  now  to  pairate 
some  of  the  actings  and  sufferings  efs 
few  others,  who  this  year  did  openly  sepa- 
rate themselves  from  tlie  rest  of  the  suf- 
fering presbyterians,  ministers,  aud  others 
They  were  the  same  persons,  generally 
speaking,  who  lost  year  broke  off  upon  the 


my  lord,  I  am  afraid  to  say,  or  do  any  thing  I  »<^orc  of  the  indulgence,  and  were  for  running 
that  has  tlic  appearance  of  a  straiter  hedge    nuittcrs  to  such  heights  in  the  west  coun- 


about  the  exercise  of  my  mini8try,than  Jesus 
Christ  has  drawn  before  me.  Justice-clerk, 
Sure,  men  are  bound  to  be  considerate  in 
their  preaching,  and  to  follow  a  rule ;  you 
told,  1  remember,  before,  you  had  not 
preached  out  of  a  house  since  the  indem- 
nity. Ana.  My  Lord,  there  is  a  ^qvX  differ- 
ence lietwixt  the  forbearance  of  an  action, 
when  inconvenient,  and  an  engagcmcut  never 
to  do  such  an  action,  not  knowing  wliat  ne- 
cessity there  may  be  for  such  an  action  af- 
terwards.*' When  he  would  come  under  no 
engagements,  which,  in  his  opinion,  might 
limit  his  ministry,  he  was  remitted  to  pri- 
son. We  have  seen  the  councirs  orders 
about  him,  December  9th,  but  he  could 
never  fulfil  the  condition  they  impose  on  him, 
to  find  caution  not  to  keep  conventicles. 
And  therefore,  tliough  the  managers  were 
convinced  of  his  moderation  aud  loyalty, 
yet  he  continued  about  seven  months 
further  in  confinement  at  Edinburgh.    All 


try  army,  whom  I  there  termed,  Mr  ILun- 
ilton's  party.  After  Both  well,  many  of 
them  went  off  the  country,  some  to  Hol- 
land, and  some  elsewhere ;  and  this  year, 
several  of  them  returned  and  kept  together, 
though  but  privately,  following  Mr  Donald 
Cargill,  Mr  Richard  Cameron;  and  I  know 
not  but  Mr  Thomas  Douglas  might  be  some- 
times with  them.  They  rejected  all  the  re^t 
of  tl*e  presbytcrian  ministers  of  this  church, 
indulged  and  not  indulged,  as  some  way  or 
other  involved,  as  they  thoiight,  in  the  evil^ 
of  this  time  of  defection. 

From  Mr  Ricliard  Cameron,  a  young 
man  lately  ordained,  of  whom  more  in  this 
section,  they  had  the  name  of  Cameroniaos. 
Next  year,  when  we  shall  hear  they  began 
to  meet  in  societies,  and  had  a  general 
meeting  quarterly,  or  ofteuer  as  the  times 
would  allow,  they  term  themselves,  "  The 
societies  united  in  correspondence."  And 
by  those  names,  wherewith  they   distin- 
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Junoogli  this  church,  to  whom  some  of  the 
mnwr  sort  of  these  people,  in  some  of 
kheir  papen,  giTe  very  harsh  mimes,  I 
shall  now  and  then  speak  of  them  in  the 
foDowinjir  psrt  of  this  work.  Sereral 
mndderations  enga^  me  to  give  what 
usconnts  of  their  actions  and  sufferings, 
fho  papers  come  to  my  hand  afford  me. 
[n  Eng-land,  and  other  places  where  our 
Scots  affairs  are  very  little  known,  the 
Cameronians  and  presbyterians  are  taken 
!or  the  same.  Every  thing  these  people 
lid,  without  any  distinction,  is  charged 
ipon  preshjrterians ;  and  even  what  they 
lid,  is  very  much  aggravated  and  misrepre- 
lented.  The  prelatists  among  ourselves 
idp  on  this  mistake,  and  are  very  willing 
o  confound  the  two  kinds  of  sufferers  in 
his  period,  though  they  cannot  but  know, 
low  much  the  two  parties  might  have  been 
IWerenced.  And  it  is  certain,  it  fared 
siach  worse  with  the  whole  of  the  non- 
onfonnists  from  prelacy;  for  the  lengtlis 
bflse  people  ran  to  at  some  junctures,  and 
he  prelates,  who  lay  at  catch  for  a  handle 
9  instigate  the  government  against  presby- 
eriana,  improved  what  fell  out  this  year 
xtremely.  Since  bishop  Sharp's  death 
hey  had  not  yet  appeared  so  virulently,  as 
hat  apostate  did,  being,  it  may  be,  sensible 
f  his  pushing  matters  too  fast  and  far;  but 
hey  and  their  deigy  failed  not  to  improve 
hese  inddents  we  shall  hear  of,  into 
lethods  more  furious  and  violent  Be- 
ideSy  there  were  among  these  people  a 
odd  many  of  a  moderate  and  healing  tem- 
er,  though  many  times  they  were  over- 
rHlta,  and  many  excellent  persons  of  emi- 
itet  piety  and  seriousness,  whose  zeal 
Totaght  them  to  be  carried  into  the  mea- 
rim  of  some  others,  who  had  not  their 
iety  and  religion;  and  a  great  many,  by 
aason  of  the  common  danger,  and  a  wan- 
erfng  lot,  were  obliged  to  be  with  them, 
te  did  neither  approve  of  their  extremi- 
iM^  nor  conntenance  them ;  and  vast  num- 
en  of  the  more  common  sort  knew  no- 
hhig  of  their  heights,  but  were  'wiih  them, 
nd  owned  some  of  their  principles,  out  of 
dncere  regard  to  the  reformation,  rights, 
nd  solemn  covenants  of  this  church,  with- 
lift  being  capable  of  knowing  the  conse- 
Li  Mbai,  Mllaftbem,  u&raa  ever 


leso. 


]  I  could  find,  were  sincere  protestants, 
and  firm  in  their  opposition  to  po- 
pery, as  well  as  prelacy,  and  upon  that  score, 
came  under  the  greatest  difficulties  and  hard- 
ships, under  the  reign  of  a  papist ;  therefore 
I  saw  no  reason  to  pass  their  sufferings, 
though  in  some  things  1  cannot  agree  with 
them,  as  to  the  cause  upon  which  they 
stated  them.    And  I  wish  the  fair  and  just 
accounts  I  shall  endeavour  to  give  of  them, 
might  have  some  influence,  to  open  the 
eyes  of  those,  who  pretending  to  follow 
them,  separate  from  this  church,  when  we 
are  under  such  circumstances,  as,  I  dare 
say,  the  most  part  of  the  highest  filers  at 
this  time,  would  have  rejoiced  to  see  the 
church  of  Scotland  in,  and  heartily  joined 
in  communion  with  her  under  them,  as 
undoubtedly  the  most  knowing  and  serions 
part  of  them  did  at  the  revolution.    As  a 
historian,  it  is  not  my  province  either  to 
condemn  or  approve,  what  they  or  other 
presbyterians  did,  but  to  narrate  matter  o4' 
fact,  as  far  as  my  information  carries  me; 
yet  besides  the  common  apology  for  them 
and  others  too,  from  the  oppression  of  this 
period,  which  undoubtedly  drove  many  to 
what  now  appears  to  be  extremities,    i 
must  do  them  the  justioe,  as  to  acquaint 
the  reader,  that  he  will  find  their  own 
defences,  which  they  advance  for  them- 
selves, in  the  **  lufonnatory  Vindication,'*  the 
**  Ilind  let  Loose,"  and  other  papers  published 
by  that  party:  and  though  1  am  satisfied, 
several  things  done  by  them,  and  declared 
by  them,  have  been  misrepresented  and 
heightened,  which,  as  to  matters  Of  faoC^  1 
shall  endeavour  to  set  upon  their  right  foot; 
so  I  am  convinced  they  ran  to  extremities^ 
and  these  were  carefully  improven  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  rest  of  the  presbyte- 
rians, who  did  not,  and  could  not  approve 
of  what  they  dedared  and  did.    And  yet 
when  I  consider  the  warmth  of  some  of 
their  tempers,  the  almost  invindble  igno- 
rance their  drcumstances  put  some  of  them 
under,  their  converse  only  with  those  of 
their  own  party,  their  want  of  mfnisters  to 
direct  them  for  some  years,  when  they 
refused  to  hear  any  presbyterian  miiiisters, 
till  they  got  one  who  was  very  much  ob- 
liged to  follow  some  cl  tVi^vc  maaa^v^ 
their  diviuont  among  theiniie\^«a,«BL\s^'«^ 
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1660.  *^  ^  Tigoar  and  barbuitj  with 
whieh  they  and  all  other  preriiyt^ 
tUDU,  yea,  e?en  the  »ore  Boderale  sort 
ni  the  epUoopal  way,  and  every  body  aUMMt 
who  had  any  seriomneM  or  oooooni  againat 
popery,  were  treated  with,  I  really  wonder 
many  went  not  fin*  freater  lengtha. 

We  hare  seen  the  oooasion  and  beginnin|f 
•f  this  division  among  anfiering  presby- 
teriaaB,  was  taken  froin  the  indn%enoe; 
and  this  year  it  was  mn  to  a  aepaxation 
firom  almoet  all  the  ovted  miniatera;  the 
evil  of  this  was  perceived,  when  it  was  too 
late  to  recover  many  from  it,  by  the  re- 
mains of  the  banished  arinisters  in  Holland. 
Accordingly  I  have  before  me  a  letter  firom 
Mr  M'Ward  written  this  year,  to  some  of 
the  people  1  am  now  speaking  of,  wherein, 
still  maintaining  his  fonner  oppoaition  to  the 
kdalged,  he  very  pathetically  deals  with 
them  as  to  their  present  separation.  Sosse 
passages  of  it  deserve  a  room  here,  the  let- 
ter itself  being  pretty  long.  He  tells  them, 
**  That  now  since  Mr  John  Brown's  death, 
a  great  deal  of  business  lies  npon  his  hand, 
so  that  he  cannot  write  so  largely  by  that 
bearer,  nor  express  what  is  upon  his  heart 
swollen  with  sorrow  for  what  he  sees  in 
the  poor  ehnrch  of  Scotland,  and  what  he 
foresees  ;*'  and  goes  on  to  give  them  seve- 
ral directions  as  to  religion ;  and  adds,  **  let 
me  beseech  you  to  carry  as  not  ignorant  of 
the  devices  of  Satan,  that  cunning  wrestler, 
who,  since  he  cannot  carry  yon  aside  to 
the  left  hand  snares,  will  see  by  all  means 
if  he  can  fling  you  to  excesses  upon  the 
right  band,  which,  however  they  may  be 
painted  over  at  finit  to  make  them  please^ 
yet  in  the  isRue  will  prove  most  dangerous 
onto,  yea,  destmctive  of  the  whole  of  the 
old  cause  of  the  church  of  Scotland — take 
heed  with  all  fear  and  watchfulness,  that 
when  you  seek  to  stand  at  the  greatest  dis- 
tance from  one  extreme,  you  mn  not  to 
another,  whereby  the  cause  and  whole 
frame  of  presby terianism  mny  be  more  ceru 
tainly  destroyed  than  by  the  other."  Upon 
this  head  he  remariu,  that  it  "is  the  great 
thiag  SaUn  is  driving  at,  that  the  poor 
remnant  may  run  down  one  another  with 
division;  that  separation,  when  not  npon 
deMr  and  Jast  groands,  is  a  greater  sin  be- 


of  CSiiiat  than  onirdier,  fta  baouiat  It  la 
to  dissolve  tho  vaakm  of  hia  chwrohs  and  to 
divide  Christiaa  aodetyi  and  whoaoover 
pleads  for  thia,  he  bkwa  that  with   his 
brsathy  whioh  Chiiat  would  qoaneh  with 
his  blood!  how  will  Christ  take  it  at  any 
man  cr  woman's  hand,  to  tear  the  oon- 
mission  of  any  of  his  ambassadon»  whom 
he  still  owns  as  anch?  and  withdrawiiy 
fipom  hearing  sneh  is  a  tearing  their  oom- 
Bussion."     He  further  wama  them,  lest 
when  testifying  againat  fiuntings  in  minis- 
ten,  "they  be  not  drawn  inaensibly  into  a 
contempt  of  the  nunistry,  and  then  inui 
that  delusion,  to  think  that  it  ia  tlio  only 
way  to  testify  against  what  tkey  judp 
amiss  in  the  minister,  to  cast  at  hia  nonis- 
try,  and  withdraw  horn  him;  whosoefcr 
adopts  this  principle,  and  praotiseth  aoooid- 
iugly,  hath  not  the  mind  of  CSurist,  for 
there  are  other  patent  and  obvious  ways  to 
witness  againat  evils  2  nay,  tfaiaway  ofwifc> 
neasing  ia  such   aa  Chriat  will  witasH 
against,  aa  not  the  way."    Then  he  tetti 
them,  he  ia  about  to  vindicate  himself  and 
Mr  Brown,  that,  in  the  history  of  the  In- 
dulgence^ and  other  papers^  they  bud  ao 
foundation  for  these  excesses  on  the  right 
hand;  and  adda  likewise,  he  must  publicly 
witness  against  the  oourses  of  many  who 
rsshly  withdraw  from  ministen^  who  are 
and  will  be  owned  as  Christ's  ambassaden; 
and  tells  them,  when  he  perceived  sooie 
who  came  over  to  Holland,  (last  yesr  I 
suppose)  running  to   these  extremei,  it 
brought  him  to  the  very  gatee  of  death : 
and  saysi,  *'if  the  principle  whereby  they 
defend  their  practice  were  owned,  it  would 
infer  the  dissolution  of  the  visible  church, 
and  all  society;"  and  complains  these  per- 
sons have  withdrawn  from  Mr  Hogg  and 
him,  and  broken  two  sooietiea  at  Rotter- 
dam and  Utrecht :  therefore  concludes  he, 
^  my  dear  frioids,  see  to  yourselves  in  time, 
and  so  much  the  more,  that  persona  cmce 
engaged  in  these  excesses  seldom  retrsst" 
This  long  citation,  if  I  mistake  not,  will 
not  be  unacceptable  to  some  of  my  readen. 
I  am  willing  to  believe  this  letter  was  use- 
ful at  the  time  when  it  was  writ,  to  seve- 
rals,  though  it  had  not  that  weight  with 
many  that  the  writer  desired;  and  the 
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m^i  to  hvn  weight  with  lonM 
ii  thto  diiiNh  at  this  day,  involved  iii»  and 
ia  hMard  of  th«  shbo  «zce«M.* 

The  penooft  who  had,  as  wa  heard,  yi^ 
lentijr  «ppoaed  the  indulgence  kit  year, 
flid  w«fe  now  diTidiog  themaeWet  Iron  all 
the  onted  floiniaten,  after  more  private 
ftBowii^  Menre  Cugil  and  Cameron, 
man  openly  to  diacorer  their  lenli* 

I  tiie  deckmtion  pabliahed  at 
flteqAH;  June  22d  thia  year,  and  the 
afiir  of  the  pi^er  tdcen  upon  HanghJiead 
at  <taeeneferry,  was  the  oceasion  of  this, 
aad  therefore  I  shall  hegin  with  it  This 
psper,  sometimes  cslied  the  Qaeensferry 
p^ei^  sometimes  Ifr  Cargil's  dechuration, 
hsili  made  sooh  a  noise  in  the  episeopal 
^iaphlefa,  that  I  most  gtre  the  reader  a 
psvticnlar  aeoonnt  of  it^  and  how  the  mana- 
gcra  came  by  it 
•  Henry  Hall  of  Hangh-head,  in  tiie  parish 
of  Eckftrd  in  Teriotdale,  upon  whom  the 
VHubacribed  paper  was  found,  whioh  made 
sk  ttds  noise,  was  a  friend  and  relation  of 
the  eari  of  Kozburgh.  He  had  been  very 
vrfigionsly  educated,  and  early  began  to 
show  his  aeal  for  what  he  took  to  be  the 
Jlwetest  side^  and,  in  the  time  of  the  lamen- 
table diflferenoes  npon  tbe  publio  resolu- 
liens,  he  was  a  violent  protester,  and  used 
to  leave  his  own  parish  minister,  and  ordi- 
asrily  hesrd  Mr  John  Livingstone  at  An- 
ctvm,  who,  as  hath  been  noticed,  was  of  a 
very  healing  spirit^  and  fhr  from  encour- 
aging BQch  practices.  After  the  restoration 
he  was  a  strict  non-conformist  to  prelacy, 
iHlioh  brooght  him  nnder  many  hardships, 


•  Mr  iitbert  WmUwo  to  Ur  imiam  Il9g, 
AtreMant  in  EtKnburgh,  January  14/A,  1723. 
«  X>Mr  Sir,-.R«e6iv«  Mr  M'WMnd*!  I«tcer, 
wUfch  yea  may  tmd  to  Mr  M*  Main,  and  be 
will.BN  that  I  !»▼«  cited  faithfully  what  I  hare 
printed  dlit  of  it.  I  had  no  other  view  In 
ariatlBf  the  shetnct  fram  it,  hot  if  the  author- 
I|y  of  ao  good  and  great  a  mao  aa  he  waa  might 
aa%e  any  weight  with  dlnenten,  to  let  them 
ibo  him  taoaghta  of  the  «vll  and  haiard  of  lepar. 
atlen.  1  had  no  mind  to  ravlTe  our  debates 
aiwat  tbe  indulgence,  and  ao  was  not  concerned 
bi  that  place  with  Mr  M'Ward^e  aerere  in- 
■■andea  upon  It,  and  thcu  who  embraced  it. 
The  lame  reason  makes  me  decline  countenan- 
cfng  Mr  M* Main's  publishinf  this  present 
paper  of  Mr  M* Ward's,  since  I  cannot  see  to 
WMftfood  purposes  it  can  serve.  Howerer  I  am 
glad  to  bear  Mr  M'Main  kamured  It  U  the 
trtgfami  he  hath.  "^  (Other  auMecU  In  H'od- 
rmw  a  htttr  1  omit.)  Lett,  (f,  roL  2,  &B,  MS. 
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so  that  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his 
estate,  and  to  retire  from  the  storm 
into  the  north  of  England,  about  the  year 
ie65k  In  the  year  1666,  he  was  taken  when 
coming  towards  Pentland,  and  with  some 
others  imprisoned  in  Gesford  csstle,  whence 
be  got  out  by  the  &vour  of  the  eari  of  Roz- 
bvvgh.  He  retired  again  to  Korthnmberland, 
and  was  very  much  beloved  there  for  his 
care,  and  the  pains  he  took  to  get  BMny  rude 
and  ignorant  people  instructed,  and  Us  pro- 
curing ministers  now  and  then  to  preach 
the  gospel  to  them.  In  the  year  1678, 
when  colonel  Struthers  was  vidUntly  pur- 
suing all  bcotsmfsn  in  thoee  counties, 
Hangh-head  waa  in  that  aonffle  nesr  Crock- 
corn,  a  village  upon  the  English  border, 
whone  that  gallant  and  religious  gentleuisn, 
Thomas  Ker  of  Hayhope,  was  killed.  This 
obliged  him  to  leave  EngUnd,  and  come 
down  to  Scotland,  where  he  wss  with  Mr 
Hamilton  at  Drumdog,  and  the  west  coun- 
try aimy  at  BothwelL  After  which,  being 
very  diligently  searched  for,  he  went  over 
to  Holland,  but  did  not  stay  there  long, 
and  ventured  home  again  tiiis  year.  In 
May,  and  the  beginning  of  June  this  year, 
be  was  mostly  in  company  with  Mr  Donald 
Cargil,  lurking  as  privately  as  they  could, 
about  Borrowstonneas  and  other  pbtce?, 
upon  1>oth  sides  of  the  Frith  of  Forth.  Tbe 
curates  of  Borrowstonneas  and  Caridden, 
very  soon  smelled  out  Mr  Gai^  and  his 
companion,  and  presently  sent  information 
to  Middleton,  governor  of  Bladmess,  who 
was  a  papist  By  the  way  heie^  I  may 
repeat  the  remark  I  have  once  and  again 


M'Maiu,  it  seems,  waa  editor  of  M' Ward's 
••  Earnest  ContendingB,**  which  were  written 
about  tba  same  time  with  his  letter  on  separa- 
tion, but  neTer  published  by  himself.  While 
Wodrow,  according  to  his  usual  practice,  abridgea 
the  letter,  his  previous  remarks  show  that  be 
bad  BO  intention  of  miareprsaenting  M*Ward*s 
views  auent  the  indulgence,  or  hearing  the  in- 
dulged. M*Main  would  liave  It  believed  that 
tbe  letter  was  pointed  against  Ruswl  or  Gib; 
but  it  seems  to  have  been  written  in  the  early 
nartof  1680,  while  Gib  did  not  appear  till  16S1. 
M'MaIn  says  fsrtber,  that  M*Ward  complains 
of  .them  for  having  deserted  him  and  Mr  Hog, 
but  not  for  their  leaving  Mr  Fleming,  (who 
pleaded  for  onion  with  the  Indulged,)  but  In  the 
CoHlendingt,  M'Ward  avowa  himself  an  attcn- 
danton  Mr  Fiemlna*a  miuVaXrs.-^t^M  YATtk«»v 
Conteiidinga,  (\7^  ;30d— 9^  iX^o  ^^.  V«l. 
SUetacq.— £d. 
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1 680  ^^'^^^y  ^^'^^  ^  great  part  of  the  peraecu- 
tion  and  informationfl  against  suffer- 
ing presbyteriana,  cune  from  the  episcopal 
clergy,  who,  upon  all  occasions,  laid  them- 
selves oat  to  get  notice  of  the  wanderers,  and 
to  hound  out  the  soldiers  upon  them;  and  in- 
deed these  two  are  justly  chargeable  with 
the  blood  of  this  good  man.  I  find  in  the 
council  registers  a  good  proof  as  to  one  of 
them.  <*Juno  8th,  1680,  Mr  John  Park 
minister  of  Caridden,  for  his  good  serrice 
in  delating  and  di&coYering  Mr  Donald  Car^ 
gill,  and  other  vagrant  preachers,  for  which 
he  is  threatened  in  bis  life,  is  recommended 
to  the  lords  of  the  treasury,  to  give  him 
some  allowance  for  this  good  service.**  No 
doubt  he  had  his  reward,  and  when  these 
people  were  rewarded  for  what  they  were 
BO  willing  to  engage  in,  their  diligence 
would  be  the  greater;  meanwhile  their 
native  virulence  needed  scarce  any  spur. 
He  was  deposed  1689,  for  gross  immorali- 
ties. The  governor  of  Blackness  imme- 
diately took  the  scent  given  him,  and  hav- 
ing gotten  some  notice  where  Mr  Cai^giU 
and  Ilaugh-head  were,  dealt  subtilely  enough. 
Upon  June  3d,  he  ordered  out  a  party  of 
soldiers,  to  march  at  some  distance,  by 
twos  and  threes,  carelessly,  as  if  they  bad 
been  upon  no  design ;  at  length,  by  some 
of  them,  he  found  that  Mr  Cargill  and  Mr 
Hall  had  taken  their  horses,  and  was  told 
the  road  where  they  were  riding.  The 
governor,  and  a  servant  upon  horseback, 
preseutly  traced  them  out,  and  kept  at  a 
little  distance  from  tbem  till  they  came  to 
Queensferry,  where,  after  the  servant  had 
noticed  the  house  where  they  alighted,  his 
master  sent  him  off  in  aQ  haste  to  call  up 
his  men  to  him,  and  put  up  his  horse  in 
another  house.  Within  a  very  little,  the 
governor  came  iuto  tlie  house  where  they 
were,  as  a  stranger,  and  pretended  a  great 
deal  of  respect  for  Mr  Cargill,  and  begged 
leave  to  take  a  glass  of  wine  with  them. 
When  they  were  in  friendly  conversation 
together,  aud  the  soldiers  not  like  to  come 
lip,  the  governor  wearied,  and  threw  off* 
the  mask,  and  told  them  they  were  his 
prisoners;  and  calling  the  house  to  assist 
him,  he  offered  to  lay  hands  upon  them. 
There  was  Done  in  the  house  would  assist 
/i/m,  but  one  Thomas  Qeorge,  a  waiter. 


J  Hangh-head  was  a  bold  brisk  man,  and 
I  straggled  bard  with  the  governor,  until  Mr 
I  CargtU  got  off;  and  then,  when  he  was 
I  going  off*  himself,  having  got  dear  of  the 
governor,  Thomas  Geoi^e  strode  him  upon 
the  head  with  a  carabine,  and  gave  him  his 
mortal  wound;  however,  he  got  out,  and 
by  this  time  the  women  of  the  town  got 
together  at  the  gate,  and  conveyed  him  oak 
of  the  town.  He  walked  a  little  way  upoa 
his  foot,  but  being  very  sore  braised  with 
his  stroke,  he  soon  fainted,  and  was  carried 
into  the  next  country  house ;  and  thoa^ 
chirurgeons  were  brought,  I  am  told  he 
never  recovered  so  fisr  as  to  speak  any. 
Oeneral  Dalaiel  of  Binns,  living  near  1^, 
was  soon  advertised,  and  came  veiy  quidcly 
with  a  party  of  the  guards,  and  seised  hin. 
Such  was  his  inhumanity,  that  though 
every  body  saw  the  gendeman  just  a 
^'P^*  y^  ^®  would  needs  cany  him  in 
straight  to  Edinbui^gh,  and  he  actually 
died  among  their  handa-  in  the  way  thither. 
His  corps  were  laid  in  tha  Canongate  td- 
booth,  for  three  days,  without  burial ;  and 
though  Haugh-head's  friends  in  and  aboat 
the  town,  were  very  importui^ate  for  li- 
berty to  do  their  last  office  to  him,  yet  that 
could  by  no  means  be  granted.  Such  was 
the  fiiry  of  those  times,  that  it  reached  the 
bodies  of  the  people  of  God,  after  they 
were  killed  by  them;  of  which  we  shak 
meet  with  more  instanoes.  Some  little 
time  after,  his  corps  were  buried  clandes- 
tinely in  the  night 

I  shall  add  here  what  hints  I  have  ob- 
8er\'ed  as  to  this  inddent  in  the  counril- 
I  registers.  Juno  4th,  the  accounts  came  in 
to  Edinburgh,  and  the  coundl  pass  an  act 
about  the  tumult  in  Queensferry,  as  they 
call  it,  that  is,  the  rescuing  of  Mr  Hall  fron 
the  captain  of  Dunnotter,  and  ThooHrf 
George,  **  Recommending  to  the  general  to 
send  what  number  of  soldiers,  horse  or 
foot,  as  he  sees  good,  to  that  town,  to  lie 
there,  guard  the  passages,  and  apprehend 
such  as  the  laird  of  Mannor,  Captain  Mid- 
dlcton,  aud  Thomas  George,  waiter,  shall  fai- 
form  against,  and  send  them  into  Edin- 
burgh with  two  bailies  of  Queenafeny,  who 
refused  to  quash  the  tumult, with  power  to  the 
party  to  sdze  suspect  persons,  make  open 
\  door»,  &c.  «n^  Vii^«i&.\»lYin%  ^Sfikso^  y&  cue  of 
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ufhter.*'  June  lOth,  one  Margwret 
inchop  is  bronght  in  prisoner  from 
iflensferry,  for  being  accessory  to  Mr 
q^'s  escape. 

Wben  Mr  Hall  was  taken,  there  was  found 
Ins  pocket  an  unsubscribed,  yea,  evidently 
^de  and  imperfect  draught  of  A  paper, 
ltd  from  the  place  where  he  was  taken, 
leensferry  paper.  It  was  never  owned 
Mr  Cargill  to  be  a  paper  he  or  Mr  Hall 
1  finished;  and  it  plainly  appears  to  have 
*iL  a  rude  beginning  in  writ,  of  what  had 
HI  the  subject  of  their  oonversation. 
m  author  of  the  Hind  let  Loose,  gives  an 
iticact  of  it;  and  it  hath  been  published 
\h  a  great  deal  of  triumph,  as  the  deed  of 
f  jiresbyterians  in  Scotland,  by  the  epis- 
fftl  pwty,  and  Scots  Jacobites  at  London, 
tb  Uie  solemn  league  and  covenant  before 

and  Gib's  senseless  and  bUsphemous 
ler  after  it,  at  the  end  of  Sir  George 
ickenxie's  vindication.  I  have  likewise 
n  a  oopy  of  it,  printed  by  order  of  the 
indl,  this  year,  at  Edinburgh.  There 
I  three  written  copies  of  it  just  now 
lore  me,  said  to  be  writ  at  the  very  time, 
1  one  of  them  bound  up  with  some 
giaal  papers  which  belonged  to  the  clerk 
,tlie  society  people,  who  formed  them- 
f«Sy  as  we  shall  hear,  a  little  after  this : 

.IJbese  three  agree  exactly;  and  from 
IM-I  have  insert  a  oopy  of  this  paper, 
noh  made  so  great  a  noise.*    There  arc 


♦  Qycensfgrty  Paper. 

fVe  uDdenubicribers,  for  ourselves  and  all 
it  shall  adhere  to  us,  or  join  with  us,  being 
k  to  H  by  God,  our  oim  eonsclent^es,  and  men, 
I  loUowinc  the  examples  of  Ood*s  people, 
;blmte  in  nis  word  in  suoh  cases;  we  are 
olvvd  (faaving  acknowledged  and  obtained 
My,'  we  trust,  for  onr  fbrmer  breaches  of  cov- 
ffiU  with  God)  to  bind  ourselves  with  a 
■BBP  and  sacred  bond,  lest  upon  the  one  hand, 
fSbould  be  carried  away  with  the  stream  of 
».defeeCion  of  this  time,  that  neither  minds 
BBSt  vows,  nor  intends  performance,  but  are 
\ng  a  quite  contrary  way  of  seeking  their  own 
ilifs :  and  on  the  other  hand,  lest  we  should 
aJhwr,  evanish  into  ranity,  and  come  to  no* 
Ibv.  not  having  any  fixed  limits  and  end  pro- 
M  to  ourselves;  and  as  we  resolve  to  rove- 
■t  with  and  before  God,  8«>  to  declare  before 
^  worlds  what  are  the  designs  we  propose  to 
raoe,  if  God  shall  give  us  power  and  success, 
it  men  (knowing)  if  they  will  know,  our  in- 
nd  Ahougfats  and  utmost  end,  and  our  way 
■n  the  one  to  the  other,  may  not  be  at  a 
itMe  or  ttttcertainty  to  6nd  u»  out,  and  may 


several  passages    here  which   evi-  ^^^^ 
denily  show,  that  this  paper'  cannot 
be  charged  upon  the  body  of  the  presby- 
terians ;  and  the  publishers  fall  in  a  gross 


have  no  occasion  to  miijudge,  nor  misrepute  us 
that  are  friends,  and  those  that  have  the  glor  / 
of  God  before  their  eyes  (as  we  may  have  no 
cause  to  be  jealous  of  our  intentions)  and  that 
our  enemies  with  their  associate  back&lidcrA 
(sometime  professed  fric'nds)  may  not  have 
ground  to  load  us  with  foal  and  oidious  anper 
sions^  but  that  all  knowing  the  truth  of  things, 
those  who  oppose  the  kingdom  of  God  with  us, 
may  do  it  without  excuse,  and  those  who  join 
with  us,  may  do  it  on  solid  grounds,  and  in 
hazarding  their  perishing  lives,  may  know  thry 
do  not  die  as  fools :  it  is  true  the  unmindful- 
ness,  failing,  counteracting,  and  mocking  that 
has  been  in  our  former  vows  and  covenants  with 
God,  together  with  great  spiritual  judgments 
that  have  followed  Imth  upon  professors  and 
ministen,  and  the  great  temporal  judgments 
that  are  like  to  follow,  puts  us  to  some  stop ;  so 
that  we  cannot  but  with  much  trembling  of 
heart  renew  our  covenant*  or  engage  anew, 
eNpecially  considering  our  own  weakness  and 
hazard  ;  yet  the  clear  conviction  of  duty,  zeal  to 
Gotrs  glory,  and  love  to  Christ's  reigning, 
which  isi  the  highest  and  greatest  duty  that  ii 
man  can  perform  to  God,  trusting  in  his  morcy, 
who  knows  the  integrity  and  rightness  of  our 
intentions,  will  both  instruct,  enable,  accept, 
preserve  and  prosper  us:  we  go  on  declariug 
those,  and  nothing  but  those  to  be  our  present 
pui'poses. 

First,  We  covenant  and  swear,  that  we  ac- 
knowledge and  avouch  the  only  true  and  living 
God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost  to  be  our 
God,  and  that  we  cloee  with  his  way  of  redemp- 
tion by  his  Son  Jesus  Christ,  and  rely  upon  his 
righteousness,  as  that  righteousness  only  where- 
by a  man  can  l»e  justifiMl  before  God ;  and  that 
we  acknowledge  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  and 
New  Testament  to  be  by  divine  revelation,  and 
to  contain  the  will  of  Grod  to  man,  and  anrnt 
men  ;  and  that  we  take  those  scriptures  to  l>e  the 
only  object  matter  of  our  faith,  and  rule  of  our 
conversation  in  all  things,  and  that  we  do  give 
up  ourselves  to  God,  to  lie  renewed,  instructed 
by  his  grace,  and  ruled  in  all  things  by  his  Spirit 
according  to  bis  word,  and  shall  earnestly  en- 
deavour to  render  him  that  love,  worship,  and 
obedience  that  his  word  requires,  and  bis  good- 
ness obliges  us  to. 

Seeoitdtu.  That  we  shall,  to  the  utmost  of  our 
power,  advance  tbe  kingdom  of  God  (if  at  any 
time  God  shall  give  us  power)  by  establishing 
throughout  the  lands,  righteousness,  and  the 
true  reformed  religion,  in  the  truth  of  Its  doe- 
trine,  in  the  purity  and  power  of  its  wor»hip 
and  ordinnnres,  its  right  eovcrnment  and  dis- 
cipline, and  that  we  shall  free  the  rhurch  of 

,  God  from  the  tvranny  and  corruption  of  prrlai:y 
on  the  one  hand,  and  the  thraldom  and  encroarh- 
ments  of  erastianism  upon  the  other  hand;  and 
that  we  shall,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  re- 

'  licve  tlie  church  and  our  brethren,  the  sul>je«.'is 
of  this  kingdom  (God  authorizing  and  callin;; 
us  to  this,  by  his  ralsluf^  us  u^,  «tt^  V^^^^  ^^"^ 
power  and  success  \n  xemovXwf^  \>\«s^  Ti\i»  V"^ 
their  transgression  have  fo\U\\ftflL  lYi*\t  va?\i»>- 
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blunder,  when  they  say  it  wm  taken 

^^^'  on  Mr  Cargill,  it  being  taken  on  Mr 

Hall.    It  may  be  further  obsenred,  that  the 

Cameronians  and  society  people  themieWes, 


rity)  of  that  opprMuon  that  hath  been  exerehed 
upon  their  eonacienret,  clril  right*  and  libertiea* 
that  men  may  serve  God  bolily  without  fear, 
and  poeaen  their  civil  rights  peaceably  without 
disturbance. 

Thirdljf,  That  we  confeis  with  our  mouth, 
and  believe  with  our  hearts,  the  doctrine  of  the 
reformed  churches,  especially  that  of  Scotland, 
contained  In  the  Scriptures,  summed  up  in  our 
confessions  of  faith,  and  engaged  to  by  us  in 
our  covenants,  Is  the  only  true  doctrine  of  Godt 
and  that  we  purpose  to  persevere  in  it  to  the 
end :  and  that  the  pure  worship  required  and 
prescribed  In  the  scnptures,  without  the  Inven- 
tions, additions,  adorninga,  or  corruptions  of 
men,  is  the  only  true  wonhip  of  God,  and  the 
presbyterlan  government  exercised  by  lawful 
ministers  and  elders  in  kirk-s«sslons,  presbyte- 
ries, synods,  and  general  assemblies,  is  the  only 
right  government  of  the  church,  and  that  this  gov- 
ernment is  a  distinct  government  from  the  dvU, 
and  ought  distinctly  to  be  exercised,  not  after  a 
oamal  manner  by  the  plurality  of  votes,  or  au- 
thority of  a  single  person,  but  according  to  the 
word  of  God ;  so  that  the  word  makes  and  car- 
ries the  sentence,  and  not  plurality  of  votes. 

Fourthly .  That  we  shall  endeavour,  to  our 
utmost,  the  overthrow  of  the  kingdom  of  dark- 
neML  and  whatever  is  contrary  to  the  kingdom 
i»f  Chriiit,  especially  idolatry  and  popery  in  all 
the  articles  of  it,  as  we  are  bound  in  our  nation- 
al covenants,  superstition,  will-worship  and 
prelacy,  with  its  hierarchy,  hh  we  are  bound  in 
our  solemn  league  and  covenant,  and  that  we 
shall  with  the  same  sincerity  endeavour  the 
overthrow  of  that  power  fit  being  no  mora  au- 


did  not  pretend  to  rindicate  every  expreuion 
in  this  paper ;  yea,  afterwards,  in  some  of 
their  pnbtic  papers,  they  expressly  disown 
it,  in  as  &r  as  it  does  any  way  import  any 


degenerate  from  that  virtue,  moderation, 
ety  and  good  govemmant,  which  was  die  tcuor 
and  right  by  whieh  their  ancaatora  kept  tbnr 
crowns  (for  when  they  left  that,  they  them- 
selves were  laid  aside,  aa  our  chronicles  and  re- 
gisters do  record)  Into  an  Idle  and  ainful  mag- 
nifioenoe,  where  the  all  and  only  government  is  a> 
keep  up  their  own  absoluteuesa  a^d  tyranuy,  and 
to  keep  on  a  yoke  of  thraldom  upon  the  aulsjecli^ 
I  and  to  equeexe  from  them  their  substance  to  up- 
hold their  lustful  and  pompous  auperfluities : 
we  having  no  better  nor  greater  way  at  tbis 
time  of  maniteating  our  public  siding  with,  and 
loving  of  God,  nor  seeing  a  more  apoedy  way  ot 
relaxation  from  the  wrath  of  God  (that  baA 
ever  lain  heavy  on  us,  since  we  engaged  with 
•him)  but  of  rrjecting  of  them,  who  have  so 
manifestly  rejected  God  (especially  of  late}  and 
his  service  and  reformation,  as  a  alavely,  as 
tbev  themselves  call  it  In  their  public  papen^  es- 
pecially in  their  late  letters  to  the  king  and 
duke  of  Lauderdale,  disclaiming  the  covenants 
%rlth  God,  and  blasphemously  enacted  it  to  he 
burned  by  the  hand  of  the  hangman,  governed 
contrary  to  all  right  laws  divine  auu  humaa, 
exercised  such  tyranny  and  arbltranr  govern* 
ment,  so  oppreaaed  men  In  their  conacienoes  aad 
civil  rights^  used  free  auUccts,  Christian  aad 
reasonaole  men,  with  less  diacretion  than  their 
beasts,  and  so  not  only  frustrate  the  end  of  govcm- 
ment,  which  is,  that  men  may  live  peaceably  and 
godly  under  them  (this  being  the  end  of  govern- 
ment, to  maintain  every  one  In  their  rights  and 
liberties  agalnat  wrongs  and  Injuries)  but  have 
done  directly  opposite  to  It,  oy  enacting  aud 
commanding  impieties,  li^urlea,  and  robberici. 


thority)  that  hath  establisued,  and  upholds  that !  to  the  denying  ot  God  his  due,  and  tlia  sul^Kts 


kingdom  of  darkness,  that  prelacy,  to  wit,  and 
eriMtianism  over  the  rhurcli,  and  hath  exerrised 
such  a  lustful  and  arbitrary  tyranny  over  the 
aubjects,  taken  uU  power  in  their  hand,  that 
they  may  at  their  pleasure  introduce  popery  in 
the  church,  as  they  have  done  arbitrary  govern- 
ment in  the  state.  And  in  a  word,  that  we 
sifall  endeavour  the  extirpation  of  all  the  works 
of  darkness  and  tlie  relicts  of  idolatry  and  super- 
stition  (which  are  much  enlarged  and  revived  in 
those  timeii)  and  execute  righteous  Judgment 
Impartially  (according  to  the  word  of  God,  and 
desree  of  ofTencesi)  upon  committers  of  those 
things,  especially,  to  wit,  the  blasphemv,  Idola- 
try, atheism,  sorcery,  pel  jury,  uncfeannesx, 
profanation  of  the  I^rd*s  day,  oppression,  aud 
malignancy,  that  thus  being  zealous  of  God's 
glory,  he  may  delight  to  dwell  in  the  mld:^t  of 
us. 

FiftMif,  Seriously  considering,  that  the  hand 
9f  our  kings,  and  rulers  with  them,  hath  been 
••fajoiig  time,  againttt  the  throne  of  the  Lord, 
and  that  the  Lord,  upon  this  account,  has  de- 
clared that  he  will  have  war  with  them  forever, 
and  has  commanded  his  people  utterlv  to  root 
them  out;  and  considering 'that  the  line  and 
succetnion  of  our  king  and  rulers  hath  bi>en 
Mi^Hlnst  the  power  and  purity  of  Religion,  and 
gudlinesst,  anil  Christ**  reigning  over  his  church, 
uinl  itM  fnedom,  and  so  against  God,  and  halb\  th\ng^xYkaX«K«m\A\)A.'tt>N«N^v^^nx^%  know. 


\ 


their  godliness  and  peace;  so  that  instead  of 
government,  godliness,  and  peace,  there  Is  no- 
thing but  rapine,  tumult  and  blood ;  so  that  now 
it  cannot  be  called  a  government,  but  a  lostful 
ra^e,  exercised  with  as  little  right  reason,  and 
more  cruelty  than  in  beasts ;  and  they  themselves 
can  no  more  be  called  governors,  but  public 
grassators,  and  public  Judgments,  whioi  all 
ought  to  set  themselves  against,  as  they,  would 
do  against  pestilence,  sword,  and  famine*Taging 
among  them  ^  for  they  are  like  thoaej  and  bring 
those ;  and  as  thev  have  eiercised  no  good  fsv- 
emment,  noradminiAteredJustice,soon  the«5b<r 
hand,  they  have  stopped  the  course  of  law  aud 
justice  against  blasphemers,  idolaters,  atheistiv 
Boiverers,  murderers,  incestuous  and  adulterous 
persons,  and  otiier  malefactors ;  and  Instead  of 
rewarding  the  good,  have  made  butcheriea  and 
murders  upon  the  Lord's  people,  sold  them  as 
slaves,  imprisoned,  forfeited,  fined,  banish(Ml,&c 
and  that  upon  no  other  account,  but  for  main- 
taining Christ's  right  of  ruling  over  their  cos- 
sciences  against  the  usurpations  of  men,  for  fui  Ai- 
ling their  vows,  repelling  unJuHi  violence  (which 
innocent  nature  allows  vvery  creature)  of  all 
which  particuliira  we  can  give  (tve  speak  before 
God)  innumerable  and  sure  instancea. 

But  that  we  may  see  if  thci-e  be  any  tbliii; 
that  tlaudii  \u  our  way,  there  are  but  thrve 
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ipose  of  fusumiog  to  themselves  a  magis- 
iticdL  authority.  And  it  may  not  bo  out 
the  road  to  insert  here  part  of  an  origi- 
L  letter^  dated  Rotterdam,  November  22d 


ntm  Wbather  the  deed  and  oblintion  of  our 
Dntorm  can  bind  lu.  Secondljf.  Whether  the 
fcnant  doth  bind  lu  diher  to  this  man  or  hU 
•ferity.  And  thirdly.  Whether  there  yet  be 
\j  hope  of  them  and  their  posterity. 
1.  Aa  to  the  first.  Our  auceetors  their  trane- 
llona  and  obligittlone  neither  did,  nor  could 
bnI  na,  they  did  not  buy  their  liberty  and  con- 
nft  with  our  thraldom  and  slavery ;  nor  could 
By,  liberty  and  frosdom  being  a  beuefit  next  to 
k  If  not  In  some  regard  atwve  it,  that  they 
ud  not  give  It  away  more  than  our  lives, 
lUier  la  It  in  the  power  of  pareute  to  bind 
rir  poaterity  to  any  thing  that  i«  so  much  to 
•Cr  pr^udiee,  and  anlnst  their  natural  liberty, 
li  otherwise  indeed  in  things  moraL  Neither 
I  they  bind  us  to  any  thing  but  to  a  government, 
lidi  they  then  esteemed  the  best  ror  the  com- 
owwdtn  and  inbjects  ;  and  when  this  ceaseth, 
!  nne  free  to  choose  another,  if  we  see  it  mnre 
tdodble  for  that  end,  and  more  free  of  these 
MiTenlentvs.  Sdly.  The  covenant  doth  not, 
It  only  binde  us  to  maintain  our  king  in  the 
lotennnce  of  the  true  established  and  cove- 
itad  religion ;  and  this  we  have  not :  neither 
tbty  require  homage  upon  the  account  of 
eovmant,  having  renounced  and  disclaimed 
t  eorenant:  and  we  being  no  otherwiae 
iDd,  the  covenant  being  the  coronation  com- 
t  without  the  swearing  and  sealing  of  which 
'  fathers^  or  rather  we  ourselves  refused  to 
eivo  hfan  far  king,  and  them  fur  rulers;  and 
hiBf  were  free  to  refuse  him  for  king,  upon 
aoeoant  of  not  subscribing  of  that  covenant, 
art  mach  more  free  to  r^ect  him  upon  his 
OQodng  of  it^  this  being  the  only  way  of  re- 
rlof  the  crown  of  Scotland ;  and  reigning 
^  not  being  an  inheritance  that  passes  from 
icr  to  eon  without  the  consent  of  tenants, 
;  an  (and  the  more  men  plead  for  this,  the 
m  wa  are  concerned  to  look  to  it)  office, 
teh,  all  say,  Is  given  ad  culfwrnf  non  ad  vilam, 
d  for  the  Sd,  Neither  Is  there  any  hope  of 
Ir  return  from  these  courses,  having  so  often 
md  their  natures  and  enmities  against  God 
I  all  righteousness,  and  having  so  oft  declared 
I  renewed  their  purposes  and  promises  of 
HTaring  In  those  courses :  and  suppose  they 
old  dissemble  a  repentance  of  those  things, 
I  profbse  to  return  to  better  courses,  being 
\  to  straits,  and  for  their  own  ends  (for  ui>ou 
•t&er  acrount  can  we  reasonably  expect  it : ) 
ipoaing  also,  that  there  might  be  pardon  for 
X  which  is  done,  which  we  cannot  see  can  l>e 
Ebout  the  violation  of  GofPs  law,  and  the 
fof  on  of  a  great  guiltinew  upon  the  land,  for 
(amlttiog  of  the  execution  ot  so  deserved  and 
neeeasarily  reauiHlte  a  justice,  from  whirh 
lltfnoai  the  land  cannot  be  cleansed  or  mnde 
%,  bat  by  executing  of  God*s  righteous  judg- 
at  upon  them :  but  supposing  that  it  might, 
!T  cannot  now  be  believed,  after  they  have 
latcd  all  ties  that  human  windom  turn  devise 
Und  men.  And  besides,  who  sees  not  some- 
M«  of  folly  to  be  In  this,  to  think  to  bind  a 
If  that  pretends  to  absoluteness?  the  way 
ng  thua  eiemred,  and  we  being  sure  of  God  9 


1680,  writ  by  Mr  Alexander  Shicls.  -^«^ 
He  declares  himself  indeed  for  dis- 
owning the  king's  authority,  but  tells  his 
friend,    '*  I    cannot    but    have  exceptions 


approbation  and  men's,  whose  hearts  are  not 
utterly  biassed,  and  conscience  altogether  cor- 
rupted ;  and  knowing  assuredly,  the  upholding  of 
such,  is  to  uphold  men  to  bear  down  Christ's 
kingdom  ana  to  nphold  Satan's,  and  to  deprive 
men  of  right  government  and  good  governors, 
to  tbe  ruining  of  religion,  and  undoing  of  hu- 
man society.     And  seeing  also  the  innumerable 
sins  and  snares  that  are  In  giving  obedience  to 
their  acts  uptm  the  one  hand;  and  upon  the 
other  hand,  seeing  the  endless  miseries  toat  will 
follow  if  we  shall  acknowledge  their  authority, 
and  refuse  obedience  to  their  sinful  commandu  : 
we  then  upon  those,  arid  the  following  grounds, 
do  nject  tfiat  king,  and  those  associate  with  him 
in  the  government  (stated  and  declared  enemien  to 
Jesus  Christ}  from  being  our  king  and  rulers,  be- 
cause standing  In  tlie  way  of  our  right,  free,  and 
peaceable  serving  of  God,  propsgating  his  king- 
dom and  reformation,  and  overtbrotving  Satan  s 
kingdom   according  to  our    covenants,    declare 
them  to  be  henceforth  no  lawful  rulers,  as  they 
have  declared  us  to  be  no  lawful  subjects,  upon 
a  ground  far  less  warrantable,  as  men  unbiassed 
will  see :  and  that  after  this,  we  neither  own, 
nor  shall  yield,  any  willing  obedience  to  them, 
but  shall  rather  suner  the  utmost  of  their  cruel- 
ties and   injuries  (until   God  shall  plead  our 
cause)  being  no  more  bound  to  them,  they  hav- 
ing altered  and  destroyed  the  Lord's  established 
religion,  overturned  the  fundamental  and  estab- 
lished laws  of  the  kingdom,  taken  away  alto- 
gether Christ's  church-government,  and  changed 
the  civil  government  ot  this  land,  which  was  by 
a  king  and  free  parliament,  into  tyranny,  where 
none  are  associste  to  be  partakers  of  the  sovern- 
nti'nt  but  only  those  who  will  be  found  by  jus- 
tice to   be  guilty  of  criminals,  and  where  all 
others  are  excluded,  even  those  who  by  the  laws 
of  the  land,  and  by  birth,  have  a  right  to,  and 
a  share  in  that  government,  and  that  only  be- 
cause they  are  not  of  the  same  guiltiness  and 
mischievous    purposes    with    themiselves,    and 
where  also  all  free  elections  of  commissioners 
for  parliaments,  and  otBcers  for  government,  are 
made  voinl,  they  making  those  the  uualiflcatlons 
fur  admission   to   those  places,   which  by   the 
word  of  God,  and  the  laws  of  the  land,  was  tlie 
cause  of  their  exclusion  before.     So  that  none 
can  say  that  we  are  now  bound  in  allegiance 
unto  them,  unless  they  will  say,  we  are  bound 
in  allegiance  to  devils  whose  vicegen>nts  they 
are,  having  neither  authority  from  God  (because 
it  is  by  their  sinfulness  forfeited*)  nor  yet  judg^ 
ing  nor  ruling  for  God. 

>Ve  then  being  made  free  by  God  and  their 
own  doings,  (he  giving  tbe  law,  and  they  giving 
the  transgression  of  that  law,  which  is  the  cause; 
and  being  now  loosed  from  all  obligations  both 
divine  and  civil  to  them,  knowing  uso^  that  no 
society  of  men,  having  corruption  in  them 
Q which  is  always  ready  to  beget  disorder  and  to 
00  injuries,  unless  restrainea  and  punished  by 
laws  and  government)  can  be  without  laws  and 

f;ovemment,  and  withal  desiring  to  be  governed 
n  the  best  way  that  \a  VeaalWaW  \o\ucmun«\\\. 
ences,  and  leaat  apt  to  de^enw^it  \u\»  \^T%svtv>i .. 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


IBOOK  111. 


I^g^   against  WNiie  parta  of  that  paper, 

(the  Qoeensferry  oovenaiit,)  par^ 

ticularly  the  preacribiiig  a  form  of  Kovem- 

menty  stinted  to  the  judicial  U\r,  which  is 


We  do  declare,  that  we  thall  let  np  orer  onr- 
•elvea,  aod  orer  what  God  ■hall  give  us  povrer 
of,  goTrrnmeDt  and  governors  according  to  the 
word  of  God,  and  eapeclallj  that  word,  Exodus 
xvlil.  21.  '*  Moreover  thou  shalt  provide  out  of 
all  Che  people^  ahle  men,  such  as  fear  God,  men 
of  truth,  hating  covetousness,  and  place  such 
over  them,  to  he  rulers  of  thousands,  and  rulers 
of  hundreds,  rulers  of  fifties,  and  rulers  of  tens.  *' 
That  we  shall  no  more  commit  the  government 
of  ourselves,  and  the  making  of  laws  for  us,  to  any 
one  Mingle  person,  or  lineal  succewor,  we  not  b^ 
ing  by  God,  as  the  Jews  were,  bound  to  one 
single  family ;  and  this  Idnd  of  government  by  a 
single  person  being  most  liable  to  inconveniences, 
andf  aptest  to  degenerate  into  tyranny,  as  sad 
and  long  experience  hath  taught  us. 

Moreover  we  declare,  that  those  men  whom 
we  shall  set  over  us,  shall  be  engaged  to  govern 
us  principally  by  that  civil  and  judicial  law 
(we  think  none  will  be  so  ignorant  as  to  think, 
by  the  judicial  law  we  mean  that  which  is  cere- 
moniiU  or  typical)  given  by  God  to  his  people  of 
Israel,  no  man,  we  think,  doubting,  but  it  must  be 
the  best  so  far  as  it  goes,  being  given  by  God;  and 
we  having  no  body  of  law  of  our  own,  but  some 
few  imperfect  acts  of  parliament,  and  sometimes 
following  the  canon,  and  sometimes  the  feudal, 
and  sometimes  the  civil,  which  occasions  great 
contentions  among  the  people,  especially  thoss 
who  are  naturally  litigious,  to  the  exhausting 
and  enhancing  of  the  substance  of  the  kingdom 
to  some  few  men,  and  squeezing  of  its  inhabi- 
tants, but  especially  that  we  shall  be  governed  by 
that  law  ill  mutters  of  life  and  death,  and  all 
other  things  also,  so  far  as  thev  reach,  and  are 
consistent  with  our  Christian  liberty  established 
in  all  Christendom  (only  violated  by  our  tyrants, 
and  some  others  of  late)  excepting  only  that  of 
divorce  and  polygamy,  the  one  being  not  a  law, 
but  a  permission  granted  upon  the  account  of 
the  hardness  of  their  hearts,  the  other  being  a 
sinful  custom,  contrary  to  the  first  institution 
of  marriage,  crept  into  the  church.  We  know 
that  men  of  malignant  and  perverse  spirits,  who 
have  not  a  higher  God  tnaii  a  wicked  king, 
which  suits  only  with  their  lustful  Ucentioua- 
ness,  and  it  mav  be  others  with  them,  that 
seemed  to  be  of  better  principles,  will  raise  an 
ignorant  clamour  upon  tnis,  that  it  is  a  fifth  mon- 
archy, and  we  fifth  monarch v  men,  and  will 
labour  to  amuse  the  people  with  strange  terms, 
and  put  odious  names  on  good  things  to  make 
them  hateful  as  their  way  is  ;  but  if  this  be 
their  fifth  monarchy,  we  both  are,  and  ought  to 
be  such,  and  that  accordine  to  God's  word. 

Sixthly.  It  being  the  work  of  the  minititers  of 
the  gospel  to  preach,  propagate,  and  defend  the 
kingdom  of  God,  and  to  preserve  the  doctrine, 
worship,  discipline,  government,  liberties  and 
privileges  of  the  same  from  all  corruptions  and 
•ncroachmenu  of  rulei-s  and  all  others  i  and  see- 
ing that  the  ministers  of  the  church  of  Scotland, 
at  least  the  greatest  part  of  them  by  far,  not  only 
were  defective  in  preaching  and  testifying  against 
the  arts  of  rulers,  for  overthrowing  religion  and 
ivformaiioD,  Rbjuriag  our  covenant  with  God, 


not  the  expedient  work  of  the  present  day. 
I  do  not  love  to  be  eensorions,  especiaUy 
where  the  scope  is  to  engage  to  fiuthful- 
ness  and  seal;  but  I  cannot  assent  to  the 


establishing  a  governmeDt  in  the  chorcb,  which 
their  king  ealb  his  own  govemmeDt  (uid  so  it 
not  God  s)  contrary  to  oar  covenant,  againsc 
enacting  of  that  blasphemous  (so  Calvin  calb 
that  ■upremacy  of  Henry  VII 1.  upon  which 
thb  prerogative  is  formed,  and  from  which  it  ii 
derived,  and  is  no  less,  if  not  more  injurioni  to 
Christ,  and  enslaving  to  his  church)  and  sacri- 
legious prerogative,  given  to  a  king  over  the 
churrh  of  God,  and  i^idnst  their  other  acts  and 
encroachments  upon  his  church,  and  hindered 
others  also  who  were  willing,  and  would  have 
testified  against  them,  and  censured  some  that 
did  it  (for  which,  together  with  other  faults  ia 
their  trust  and  administration,  we  may  say  God 
bath  left  them  to  do  worse  things)  but  also  have 
voted  in  that  meeting  (which  they  are  pleased  tn 
call  *an  assembly  of  ministers,'  but  how  unloslly, 
let  men  judge)  an  acceptation  of  that  libertj 
founded  upon,  and  given  by  virtue  of  that  blas- 
phemous, arrogated  and  usurped  power,  and  hat 
appeared  before  their  courts  to  accept  of  that  lib- 
erty, and  to  be  enacted  and  authorixed  their 
ministers,  and  so  have  willingly  (for  this  is  an 
ellcite  act  of  the  will,  and  not  an  act  of  force  and 
constraint)  translated  the  power  of  aending  out, 
ordering  and  censuring  Tfor  as  they  accepted  tb« 
libertv  from  them,  so  tDey  are  anawerable  and 
submit  to  their  censures  and  restraints,  si 
least  all  of  them  who  were  yet  tried  with  It.  and 
others  of  them  appeared,  and  acknowledged  be- 
fore their  courts,  that  they  would  not  have  done 
these  things  that  they  were  charged  with.  If  they 
had  thought  it  would  have  offended  them)  min- 
isters from  the  court  of  Christ,  and  subjection  to 
the  ministry  to  the  courts  of  men,  and  subjection 
unto  the  magistrate  fwhich  had  been  imi^out 
and  injurious  to  Christ,  though  they  had  been 
righteous  and  lawful  rulers)  and  by  their  chang- 
ing of  courts  (according  to  common  law)  havs 
changed  their  masters,  and  of  the  ministers  of 
Christ  are  become  the  ministers  of  men,  and 
bound  to  answer  to  them,  as  thev  will ;  and  as, 
by  the  acceptance  of  this  liberty  in  such  a  man- 
ner, they  have  translated  the  power,  ao  they 
have  given  up  and  quit  utterly  the  government, 
and  a  succession  of  a  presbyterian  ministry,  for 
as  those  were  not  granted  them  of  their  matten, 
so  they  received  their  ministry  without  them, 
and  by  'this  (as  the  ecclesiastic  government  is 
swallowed  up  in  the  civil)  if  the  rest  had  fol- 
lowed them,  the  ministry  should  have  hero 
extinct  with  themselves,  and  the  whole  work  of 
reformation  had  been  buried  in  oblivion,  and 
not  so  much  as  the  remembrance  thereof  kept 
up.  Those,  together  with  the  other  of  their 
commissions,  in  preaching  the  lawfnlnesa  uf 
paying  that  tribute,  declared  to  he  Impoetd  for 
the  b^ing  down  of  the  true  worship  of  Ged 
(ivhich  they  falsely  termed  seditious  conventicle^ 
rendezvonses  of  rebellion)  and  their  advising 
those  poor  prisoners  to  subscribe  that  bond,  and 
consequently  could  not  but  so  advise  others,  it 
put  to  it  (fur  the  hazard  men  were  in  will  not 
make  a  real  change  of  the  morality  of  the  action ) 
and  bftMides,  the  rest  may  be  put  to  it  on  the 
same    hazard;    uiid  if  the  one  should  advise 
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end  of  the  sixth  paragraph,  which  to  me 
■eemi  too  near  aeparatioo,  declaring  that 
any  unsuitable  deportment  of  ministeni,  or 
their  not  joining  with  their  brethren  in  the 
public  testimony^  is  a  sufficient  ground  of 
withdrawing  from  them.  This  (adds  he) 
is  not  the  piindple  or  practice  oi  the 
chnrch  of  Scotland,  who  hare  made  unlaw- 
ful entries,  perverse  holdings  of  their  mi- 
nistry from  another  master  than  Christ, 
perverting  the  right  ways  of  the  Lord,  or 

(which  coDsequently  thev  muiit  do)  and  the 
otker  should  tubJicribe,  tiiiB  would  altogether 
done  that  door,  which  the  Lord  hath  made  use 
of  in  all  tbechurchee  of  Europe,  for  casting  olf 
Che  yoke  of  the  whore,  and  restoring  the  truth 
and  purity  of  religion  and  reformation,  and  free- 
dom of  the  churches,  and  should  also  have  stop- 
ped all  regress  of  men,  when  once  brought  under 
tynuiny,  to  recover  their  lil>erty  again.  'l*ho!se 
ministera  then  not  being  followers  of  Christ, 
who,  before  IVintius  Pilate,  gave  a  goo<l  confer- 
aiim.  which  was  that  he  was  a  king  (and  no 
kliiff»  If  he  have  no  power  to  order  his  house  and 
■ulyecta)  and  they  not  following  him  nor  his 
Biuistnv,  they  not  asserting  and  maintaining 
Ckia  his  kingly  power,  against  all  encroachments 
■nd  usurpers  of  it;  and  besides,  we  being  com- 
mandedy  if  any  brother  walk  disorderly,  from 
such  to  withdraw.  And  although,  iu  the  capa- 
city that  we  are  now  in,  we  neither  have,  nor 
assume  to  ourselves  authority  to  give  our  defini- 
tive and  authoritative  sentence  of  deposition 
■gainst  those  ministers,  yet  we  declare  (which 
Is  proper  for  us  to  do)  that  we  neither  can  nor 
will  hear  preach inj^,  nor  receive  sacraments  from 
any  of  those  ministers  tliat  have  accepted,  and 
vot«d  for  that  liberty,  nor  from  any  who  have 
encouraged  and  strengthened  their  hands  by 
ii^iriiig  and  pleading  for  them,  all  thoM  who 
Imto  trafficked  for  an  union  with  them,  without 
their  renouncing  and  repenting  of  those  things, 
all  that  do  not  faithfully  testify  against  them, 
and  after  do  not  deport  themselves  suitubly  to 
their  testimonies,  all  who  join  not  in  ]mblir.  with 
their  brethren,  who  are  testifying  against  them. 
We  declare,  that  we  shall  not  own,  &c.  at  loust 
till  ^ey  stand  in  Judgment  before  those  minis- 
ters, and  be  judged  by  them  who  have  folio weil 
the  Lord,  kept  themselves  free  of  those  defec- 
tioDs,  or  at  least  have  repeuteil;  and  as  our 
hearts  have  cleaved  to  those  ministers,  while 
they  were  on  the  Lord's  side,  and  Bubjecte<l  to 
tliem,  so  we  Ahull  still  cleave  to  those  that  abide 
following  him,  and  shall  be  subject  to  them  in 
the  Lord. 

Sec€Hlhly.  Then,  we  do  declare  and  acknow- 
ledge»  that  a  gospel  ministry  is  a  standing  ordi- 
aant^  of  God,  appointed  by  Christ  to  continue 
in  the  church  until  the  end  of  the  world  ;  and 
tliat  none  of  us  stiall  take  upon  him  the  preach- 
ing of  the  word,  or  administering  of  the  sacra- 
■lentSt  unless  called  and  ordained  thereto  by  the 
ministers  of  the  gospel.  And,  as  we  declare, 
that  we  are  for  a  standing  gos|iel  ministry, 
rightly  chosen  and  rightly  ordained,  so  we  de- 
clare that  we  shall  go  about  this  work  in  time 
lo  come  with  more  fastiag  and  prayer,  and 


I  unfruitfid  plastering,  and  tampering 
silence,  warrantable  grounds  of  se- 
paration, (which  may  indeed  score  off  the 
bulk  of  oiur  ministry,  indulged  and  not  in- 
dulged) but  never  foimded  it  upon  per- 
sonal misdemeanors  and  faintings  upon  a 
special  occturcnce.  This  hath  been  part  of 
the  debates  here,  and  we  should  guard 
against  excesses  on  either  hand,  llieir 
meaning  may  be  good,  but  I  quarrel  the  ex- 
prestduu,  which,  iu  covenants  of  this  nature, 


more  careful  inspection  into  the  conversation 
and  holiness  of  those  men  that  shall  be  chosen 
and  ordained,  the  want  of  which  formerly  has 
been  a  great  sin,  both  In  ministers  and  people, 
which  hath  not  been  the  least  cause  of  this  de- 
fection. This  will  meet  with  the  same  measure 
as  the  former.  The  former  was  a  fifth  mon- 
archy, so  this  will  be  a  separation.  There  is 
both  malice  and  ignorance  in  this  calumny. 
Malice  in  striving  to  make  us  odious  ;  for  thers 
is  nothing  that  will  make  us  more  odious  to  the 
world,  than  to  tell  them  we  think  ourselves 
more  holv  than  all,  and  will  have  no  commu- 
nion with  others.  But  we  abhor  such  thoughts, 
and  whatever  we  know  of  our  sincerity,  yet  we 
know  nothing  of  our  perfection,  and  so  see  no- 
thing whereupon  we  may  compare,  much  less 
exceed  others,  but  the  contrary;  and  if  any 
were  to  be  shut  out  upon  that  account,  we 
judge  ourselves  would  be  the  first.  There  is 
Ignorance  in  it,  if  not  a  deep  deceit ;  for  separa- 
tion, as  the  scripture  and  divines  take  it  in  an 
evil  sense,  cannot  be  attributed  to  us;  for  if 
there  be  a  separation,  it  must  be  where  the 
change  is,  and  that  is  not  in  us ;  we  are  not  se- 
parating from  the  communion  of  the  church, 
and  setting  up  new  ordinances,  and  a  new  uiin- 
Istry,  but  cleaving  to  the  same  ministers,  and 
following  the  same  ordinances,  when  others 
have  slidden  back  to  new  wavs,  and  have  a  new 
authority  sui»eradded,  whic)i  is  like  the  new 
'  piece  in  tLe  old  garment. 

Kighth/t/.  We  bind  and  oblige  ourselves  to  de- 
fend ourselves  and  one  another  in  our  worship- 
ping of  God,  and  in  our  natural,  civil,  and  di- 
vine rights  and  liberties,  till  we  shall  overcome, 
or  send  them  down  under  debate  to  the  poster- 
ity, that  they  may  1>egin  where  we  end ;  and  if 
we  shall  be  pursued  or  troubled  any  farther  in  onr 
worshipping,  rights,  and  liberties,  that  we  shail 
look  on  it,  ai  a  declaring  war,  and  take  all  the 
advantages  that  one  enemy  doth  of  another,  and 
seek  to  cause  to  perish,  all  that  shail,  in  an  hos- 
tile manner,  assault  us,  and  to  maintain,  re- 
lieve, and  right  ourselves  of  those  that  have 
wronged  us,  but  not  to  trouble  or  injure  any, 
but  those  that  have  injured  us,  those  being  most 
lawful  for  UM,  being  many  that  are  wronged  up- 
on such  an  ac-count,  and  by  such  persons  who 
have  nothing  now  over  us,  but  power  and 
usurped  authority,  which  we  shall  neither  an- 
swer nor  acknowle<lge,  if  we  can  do  otherwise*, 
hoping  that  Gtid  shall  break  off  that  part  of  the 
yoke,  and  free  us  of  that  power  and  tyranny, 
that  we  have  c4tat  off  upon  his  account,  and  will 
give  us  judges  as  we  had  ckt  Ihe  he^uiv\v\%,  %\v\ 
counsellors  at  we  had  al  vYia  ^tti. 
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1680  '^^"^^^  ^  ^^T  distinct  and  detr. 
All  the  acooont  I  can  further  giye  of 
tlie  Queenafeny  paper,  shall  be  from  a  letter 
I  have  from  a  gentleman  yet  alive  who  had 
much  occasion  to  be  among  the  tnflferers  at 
this  time.  He  tells  me,  "the  notion  and 
practice  of  denying  the  king's  authority, 
took  its  rise  from  a  paper  said  to  be  drawn 
by  Mr  Donald  Cargill,  by  the  advice  and 
with  the  knowledge  of  very  few,  and  for 
no  other  end,  (as  1  found  constantly  and 
without  contradiction  given  out)  but  pri- 
vately to  be  sent  over  to  such  as  were  ban- 
ished, and  fled  to  Holland,  to  be  considered 
by  them,  and,  acoording  to  their  advice,  to 
be  laid  aside,  or  used  in  any  future  attempt 
for  relief.  The  messenger  Haugh-head  lost 
his  life,  when  seeking  an  opportunity  to  go 
over  to  Holland,  and  the  paper  fell  into 
the  oouncirs  hands,  and  ^-as  added  to  the 
inquiries  by  them  pot  to  persons  brought 
before  them,  in  which  they  followed  the 
measures  of  the  Spanish  inquisition.  It 
was  interrogate,  *  if  they  owned  the  king^s 
authority  or  not,  and  if  they  owned  the 
Queensferry  paper  or  not  ?'  and  this  paper 
being  owned,  or  rather  the  king^s  authority 
not  owned  by  some  good  and  zealous  men, 
and  this  stuck  to  till  their  death,  it  came  to 
be  greedily  espoused  by  some  as  a  necessary 
truth,  to  be  suffered  for,  OHTied,  and  main- 
tained at  all  haiards.  The  design  certainly 
of  tins  paper,  was  to  be  the  materials  of  a 
manifesto  or  declaration  of  an  attempting 
people  agaiust  the  government,  furnished 
with  some  possible  means,  at  least  in  their 
own  apprehension,  for  resistance,  and  was 
not  csjculate  for  a  people  absolutely  sub- 
dued: this  is  plain  from  the  paper  itself, 
and  may  be  confirmed  from  Mr  CargiU's 
last  speech,  where,  in  justifying  the  denial 
of  the  king^s  authority,  he  only  insists  upon 
the  king's  supremacy  over  the  church,  as 
it  was  declared  to  be  an  inherent  right,  or 
essential  to  the  crown."  Sure  then,  it  is 
the  greatest  injustice  to  charge  this  paper 
upon  the  whole  of  presbyterians,  who 
indeed  had  no  hand  in  it,  and  never  ap- 
proved it:  nobody  ever  subMTibed  it,  and 
even  the  society  people  never  owned  it^ 
but  in  as  far  as  it  was  agreeable  to  the 
Mord  of  God,  and  our  covenants;  and  Mr 
CarfriU  himself  did  not  defend  every  thing 


I  in  it :  so  that  the  damour  raised  npon  this 
!  by  the  prelatiata,  is  every  way  gronndlt 


It  may  be  I  have  spent  too  much  time 
upon  it;  but  this  paper  did  very  moch 
exasperate  the  managers,  since  it  was  in- 
deed a  disowning  of  the  goyemment;  never- 
theless, there  was  not  the  least  shadow  of 
chai^^ing  it  upon  the  whole  suffering  party. 
However,  this   was  the  first    appearance 
against  the    king*s  authority,  and   I  am 
ready  to  think  it  was  upon  this  foot  the 
Sanquhar  Declaration  came  to  be  drawn  in    i 
a  few  days.    The  people  who  drew  it,  I    ^ 
know  had  a  mighty  veneration  for  Mr  Car 
gill  and  Hangh-head,  and  how  far  the  sub-   ^ 
stance  of  the  paper  might  be  communicated 
to  them  I  know  not:  however  their  senli-    j 
ments  most  be  taken  not  from  it,  but  their   ^ 
own  declaration,  which  further  imbittered 
the  managen:  and  it  is  high  time  next  to 
give  some  account  of  that 

After  Mr  Cargill's  narrow  escape  it 
Queensferry,  he  fled  into  the  south,  where  ^ 
several  of  his  friends  wera  hiding  and  hid-  ^ 
dering,  Mr  Richard  Cameron  and  some 
others^  whose  names  are  insert  in  the  pro- 
clamation, I  shall  just  now  refer  unto.  ? 
They  had  now  broke  off*  from  all  the  rest  « 
of  Uie  presbyterian  ministers,  and  othen  - 
through  the  kingdom,  who  could  not  reject  ^ 
the  king's  authority,  and  came  to  state  their 
suflferings  and  testimony  upon  that  head, 
and  herein  they  stand  by  themselves.  After 
some  meetings  for  forming  their  declara- 
tion, they  came  together  in  arms  to  the 
small  burgh  of  Sanquhar,  upon  the  22d  of 
June,  in  number  about  twenty  persons, 
and  Michael  Cameron  read  the  declaration 
at  the  cross,  and  they  left  a  copy  of  it 
affixed  there.  The  decUuvtion  itself  I  have 
inserted  below,*  and,  from  the  place  of  its 


*  Sanquhar  J}eclartUi<m,  I66O1 

It  is  not  anioiigKt  the  mnallest  of  the  Lord'i 
mercies  to  this  puor  land,  that  there  have  bern 
always  some  who  have  given  their  testimony 
agaiast  everv  course  of  defection,  (that  many 
are  guilty  of;  which  is  a  token  for  good,  that  be 
doth  not  as  yet  intend  to  cast  us  off  altogether, 
but  that  h«  will  leave  a  remnant  in  whom  be 
will  be  glorious,  if  thcv,  through  his  gmcr, 
keep  themttelves  clean  still,  and  walk  in  his  way 
and  method,  as  it  has  bern  walked  in  and  own- 
ed by  him  in  our  predecesnors  of  truly  worthv 
memory,  in  their  carrying  on  of  onr  noble  w<ik 
\  of  T«(ormaWoii  \tv  \b»  vttfxal  atepa  thereof,  frtm 
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publishing,  it  it  ordinarily  termed  the  San- 
iinhar  dedmtion.  In  this  thej  were  not  only 
alone,  and  had  none  of  all  the  preihy  terian  mi- 
niften  in  Scotland  approTing  them  as  them- 
kItcs  acknowledge  and  regret ;  but  even  af- 
terwards, when  a  little  cooler,  they  amend 
and  ezpbun  sereral  expressions  in  this 
psper ;  and  the  reader  will  find  their  de- 
fences of  it,  and  explications,  in  their  In- 
fonnatory  Vindication,  head  II.  p.  63^  &o. 
Many  pqiers  passed  upon  this  subject  at 
this  time.  Mr  Richard  Cameron  wrote  a 
short  Tindication  of  this  Dechuration, 
which  was  careftilly  spread.  A  very 
worthy  presbyterian  minister,  lately  got  to 
the  joy  of  the  Lord,  wrote  a  letter  in  the 
name  of  Scots  presbyterians,  dischuming 
the  Queensferry  paper,  and  this  Declara- 
tion, and  showed  how  far  the  principles  ad- 
Tanoed  in  both  were  contrary  to  the  pres- 
byterian principles  of  this  reformed  church. 
Sir  James  Turner  wrote  some  sarcastical 
and  bantering  papers  upon  this  head,  and 
taken  up  by  somebody  or  other,  whom 


popery,  prdacj,  and  likewlw  erastian  suprema- 
cy, ao  much  naurped  by  hhn,  who  (it  !■  true  «o 
ar  as  we  know)  la  deacanded  from  tbe  race  of 
our  kinga,  jet  he  bath  ao  far  deborded  from 
what  he  ought  to  hare  been,  by  his  peijary  and 
UBurpatien  m  ehnrch  matten,  and  tyraony  in 
aMttara  oivU,  aa  ia  kitowu  by  the  whole  land, 
that  we  have  juat  reason  to  account  it  one  of  the 
Lord**  great  eontrorersies  against  ua,  that  \fe 
kara  not  diaowned  him  and  the  men  of  hit  prac- 
tices, (whether  inferior  magistrates  or  any 
other)  aa  enemies  to  our  Lora  and  his  crown, 
and  the  true  proteataot  and  preabyterlan  intemt 
la  thlr  lands,  our  Lord's  espouMed  bride  and 
diurcb.  Therefore,  although  we  be  for  govern - 
■eut  and  governors,  such  as  the  word  of  God 
and  eair  oovenant  allows,  yet  we  for  ourselves, 
and  all  that  will  adhere  to  us,  as  the  represen- 
tative of  the  true -presbyterian  kirk,  and  cove- 
nanted nation  of  Scotland,  considering  the  grmt 
haaard  of  lying  under  ftuch  a  sin  any  longer,  do 
by  tbir  preaents  disown  Charles  Stuart,  that 
haa  been  reigning  (or  rather  tyrannizing,  as  we 
may  aay)  on  the  throne  of  Kritain  these  years 
bygone,  aa  having  any  right,  title  to,  or  interest 
io  ihe  said  crown  of  Scotland  for  government, 
aa  forfeited  several  years  since,  by  his  penury 
and  breach  of  covenant  both  to  God  and  his 
kirk,  and  usurpation  of  his  crown  and  roval 
prerogativea  therein,  and  maiiv  other  breaches 
IB  matters  ecclesiastic,  and  by  bis  tyranny  and 
breach  of  the  very  feges  regnandi  in  matters 
dvil.  For  which  reason,  we  declare,  that  se- 
veiml  years  since  he  should  have  been  denuded 
of  being  king,  ruler  or  magistrate,  or  of  having 
any  power  to  act,  or  to  be  obeyed  as  such.  As 
alae,  we  being  under  the  standard  of  our  Ijord 
Jaaaa  Cbriat,  Captain  of  salvation,  do  declare  a 


he  answered  in  more  earnest,  and  the 
debate  ran  to  a  veiy  great  length.  '^^' 
All  those,  and  other  papers  on  this  head,  I 
have  just  now  before  me,  but  shall  dip  no 
further  into  this  debate,  which  lasted  some 
time. 

This  matter  of  disowning  the  king's 
authority,  is  that  which  hath  been  and  still 
is  mostly  made  use  of,  to  asperse  the  whole 
of  the  sufferers  of  this  period.  The  body 
of  presbyterians  are  most  unjustly  loaded 
with  it  Comparatiyely  but  a  very  few 
ran  this  length.  Mr  Caigill  himself,  in  his 
speech  before  his  execution,  qualifies  very 
much  his  refusal  to  own  the  king's  author- 
ity, and  precisely  insists  upon  bis  supre- 
macy oyer  the  church,  as  declared  to  be 
an  inherent  right,  and  essential  to  the 
crown.  No  doubt  thia  rejecting  of  the 
king*s  authority,  when  unhappily  broached 
at  this  time,  was  espoused  by  several  of  the 
harassed  and  persecuted  sufferers,  and  some 
few  died,  refusing  to  own  authority ;  some 
nm  this  debate  very  high,  and  their  argu- 


war  with  Huch  a  tyrant  and  usurper,  and  all 
the  men  of  his  practices,  as  enemies  to  our  Lord 
Jenus  Christ,  and  his  cause  and  covenants;  and 
against  all  such  as  have  strengthened  him,  sided 
with,  or  any  wise  acknowledged  him  in  hia 
tyranny,  civil  or  eoclcaiastic,  yea,  agalnat  all 
such  M  shall  strengthen,  side  with,  or  any  wise 
acknowledge  any  other  In  the  like  usurpation 
and  tyranny,  far  more  against  aach  aa  would 
betray  or  deliver  up  our  free  reformed  mother- 
kirk  unto  the  bondage  of  antichrist  the  pope  of 
Rome.  And  br  this  we  bonoiogate  that  testi- 
mony given  at  Uutherglen,  the  29th  of  l^Iay, 
1(h9,  and  all  the  faithful  testimonies  of  these 
who  have  gone  before,  as  also  of  these  who  have 
suffered  of  late.  And  we  do  disclaim  that  de- 
claration published  at  Hamilton,  June,  1679, 
chiefly  because  it  takes  in  the  king's  interest, 
which  we  are  aeveral  ycaraainoe  loosed  from,  be- 
cause of  the  foresaid  reasons,  and  othera,  which 
may  after  this  (if  the  Lord  will)  be  published.  Aa 
also,  we  disown,  and  by  this  resent  the  recep- 
tion of  the  duke  of  York,  that  professed  papist, 
as  repugnant  to  our  principles  and  vows  to  the 
most  high  God,  and  as  that  which  is  the  great, 
though  not  alone,  just  re^MtMch  of  our  kirk  and 
nation.  We  also  by  this  protest  against  his  suc- 
ceeding to  the  crown  ;  and  whatever  has  been 
done,  or  any  are  essaying  to  do  in  this  land 
(given  to  the  Lord^  in  prrjudice  to  our  work  of 
reformation.  And  to  conclude,  we  hope  after 
this  none  will  blame  us  for,  or  offend  at  our  re- 
warding these  that  are  against  us,  as  they  have 
done  to  us,  as  the  Lord  gives  opportunity.  This 
is  not  to  exclude  any  that  have  declined,  if  they 
be  willin|(  to  give  satisfaction  according  to  the 
degree  ot  their  offence. 

Ckven  at  San^itbar,  Juu««d^  l<Mk 
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lAsn   ™®°^  ^"^  *^  down  at  full  length  in 
'  the  Hind  let  Looee;  otbon  merely 
difowned  the   kwg,  becauie  of  the  per- 
eecuting  course  he  wan  put  upon  by  the 
prelatet  and  statesmen,  not  beiii|(  able  to 
distinguish  here,  as  they  ought  to   have 
done.     To  set  this  matter  in  as  fair  a  light 
as  I  can,  it  will  not  be  unfit  to  insert  part  of 
a  letter  to  me  from  the  abo?ementioned 
gentleman,  who  was  very  much  among  the 
sufferers,  from  the  year  1G80,  to  the  year 
1685,  upon   this    part  of  their    practice, 
''there  were  (says  my  friend)  some  wild 
and  unaccountable  notions  and  practices  in 
this  period,  to  which  no  charitable  construc- 
tion is  due,  but  the  height  of  abhorrence : 
yet  perhaps,  upon  a  due  consideration  of 
things  and  circnrostanoes  at  this  time,  a 
considerable  measure  of  charity  is  owing  to 
such,  who  only  scropled  to  own  the  magis- 
trate's authority  and  pray  for  him  in  the 
terms  dictated  to  them.     Though  I  do  not 
say,  they  are  to  be  justihed ;  yet  it  may  be 
reckoned  an  act  of  justice  to  the  dead,  to 
set  their  principles  and  practice  in  a  due 
lights  when  they  are  quite  misrepresented, 
both   by  such  who  pretend  to  be    their 
admirers    and     followers,    and     by    their 
enemies:    and    I    must    be    allowed    to 
know    somewhat  of  them,  having    been 
present  for    several    years    among   them, 
when    this  matter  was  tossed    and  most 
debated.    The  grounds  then  upon  which 
I  observed  they  went,  were  these.     Ist 
The    supremacy  over   the   church    being 
legally  declared  and  assumed  by  the  king, 
as  essential  to,  and  inherent  in  his  dignity 
and  office,  therefore  the  acknowledgment 
behoved  to  be  in  the  terms  of  the  establish- 
ment, and  thereby,  as  they  thought,  his  su- 
premacy justified.     2dly.  The  king's  per- 
fidy, vitiousness,  persecution  and  oppres- 
sion of  good  men,  according  to  their  views, 
made  him  unworthy  of  rule  and  govern- 
ment over  a  reformed  people;  and,  albeit 
the  nation  was  wanting  to  their  duty  in 
not  depriving  him,  yet  they  alleged  they 
could  not  be  wanting  to  theirs  in  disown- 
ing him,  and  testifying  against  these.     And 
it  was  hard,  yea,  almost    impossible    to 
prevail  uitii  many  of  them,  to  conceive  of, 
or  allow  any  diflertMice   bi'twixt  the  ao- 
kuowledgment  of  the  authority,  and  the 


justifying  th«  abnaeof  it  in  oalawfoi  acti^ 
and  the  exercise  of  it  to  bnd  ends.  3dly. 
That  the  obligation  of  the  oovenanta  bound 
them  to  oppoM  the  conrMS  <yf  the  time, 
being  directly  oontnury  thereunto,  and 
when  they  oould  not  forcibly  oppose  them, 
by  reason  of  the  geaeml  apoetacy  of  many, 
and  lukewarmnew  of  others;  yet  they 
re«d(<med  themselves  bound  to  testify,  and 
bear  witnesa  against  the  breaches  of  them, 
even  to  the  death :  and  here  it  was  like- 
wise as  hard  to  make  them  understand, 
that  the  covenants  bound  them  to  no  oppo- 
sition, but  what  W9A  agreeable  to  their 
stations,  and  aooording  to  their  ability  and 
opportunities,  yea«  to  nothing,  but  what, 
as  Christians  and  baptised  persons,  they 
were  bound  to.  As  for  their  refnsiDg 
to  pray  for  the  king,  some  of  them  indeed 
scrupled  the  terms  'God  save,'  aa  a  bidding 
him  God  speed  in  his  persecution,  and  as  a 
term  demanded  of,  and  dictated  to  them  for 
that  purpose;  and  alleged  the  practice  of 
the  primitive  Christians,  not  only  in  refusing 
to  deliver  up  their  Bibles  when  required, 
as  a  token  of  renouncing  of  Christianity, 
but  even  any  other  book  or  piece  of  paper, 
which  in  other  circumstances  they  might 
have  lawfully  done.  I  do  not  remember 
that  ever  I  conversed  with  one  of  the  suf- 
ferers, and  I  talked  with  most  or  all  who 
suffered  until  August  1685,  who  scrupled 
to  pray  for  the  king  in  their  oB-n  terras, 
viz.  for  repentance  and  salvation  to  his 
soul.  And  as  to  their  leaving  their  blood 
upon  their  enemies  in  general,  or  upon  par^ 
ticular  persons  acoessory  to  their  trouble, 
I  could  never  understand  that  they  meant 
more  by  it,  than  the  iastening  a  convic- 
tion upon  a  brutish  persecuting  genera- 
tion, who  vainly  justified  themselves  ss 
acting  by  law,  and  inferred,  that  not  they, 
but  the  legislature  were  answerable  if  any 
injustice  was  done.  Their  practising  and 
promoting  separation,  was  the  most  unac- 
countable thing  I  observed  in  their  way, 
and  evidently  came  from  their  ignorance 
and  narrow  spiritedness,  which  brought 
them  to  think,  that  nobody  could  oppose 
evil  and  promote  good,  but  in  their  ^-ay, 
and  according  to  their  scheme.  This  way 
breaches  increased,  and  the  little  strength 
we  had  waa  <^\le  broken;  all  charity 
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d«niiuiig>  othen :  and  mta  mob,  who  went 
tag«tber  in  anna  for  defence  tf  tiw  f|«*p«l, 
Kthcr  hnn^  thm  cIbtb  together;  and  eome 
of  the  more  jndidou* '  mmoim;  them,  what 
from  the  indifTerence  of  lome,  and  the 
irregular  heati  of  othna,  made  the  pave  at 
Afra-moM,  and  other  placaa,  a  yay  aweet 
•anctnaiy,  and  moat  welcome.  In  ihort, 
OUT  ooDditioa  for  lonke  time  looked  deipe- 
late ;  the  miniatiy  waa  contemned,  and  the 
mors  jndiciona  quite  diacouraged  in  their 
cadnTOniB  to  ngnUte  the  seal  of  the 
weaker  and  more  nnexperienced  let  of 
people.  It  will  itill  be  fiiuud  a  dangerotia 
ttnn;  for  people  to  be  prejudiced  at  their 
qiritual  guides,  and  it  ii  Terj  haaardoiu 
br  ministera  to  give  either  cauae  or  occa> 
HOD  for  people  to  atiunble  at  them,  and  &r 
more  to  fiwter  prejndicea  in  them ;  and  I 
an  of  opinion,  that  few,  or  do  good  men 
hava  ever  trode  that  path,  bat  have  t«tt 
aoon  found  tbenuelvea  oat-nin  in  aingu- 
laritiea,  by  thoae  to  whom  thej  tanght 
them,  and  have  had  retuma  of  the  same 
jcalouay  and  diatmat  which  they  indulged 
aa  to  other*.  Thii  evidently  appeared  at 
tkii  time  I  am  Kivinf*  you  an  account  of." 

When  the  aroounta  of  thia  declarstion 
rame  to  the  council,  they  write  to  Lauder- 
dale, June  30th,  "  That  they  had  with  hor- 
rar  read  the  paper  taken  on  Mr  Oargill  and 
Mr  Hall,  and  axcnae  their  not  giving  an 
aueoiint  of  it  aooner  to  the  king,  for  aeveral 
reaaona."  The;  add,  "while  we  are  icarch- 
iog  into  thia,  a  more  execrahle  paper 
aest  in  by  the  genetml,  pnbliahed  at  San- 
quhar, after  a  solemn  proceiaion  and  aing- 
ing  of  pealnu  by  one-and-twrnty  men,  with 
whom  waa  Cameron.  Of  both  whiuh  wo 
•end  attested  copiea.  There  ia  a  party  of 
Ibcae  Tillaina  in  anna,  about  aeventy  faorae, 
all  dotbad  and  mounted,  moat  of 
nSana  and  the  acum  of  the  peopli 
qocst  of  whom  the  general  haa  aent  aeveral 
putiea,"  They  aend  alio  up  the  proclama- 
tion they  emit  thia  day,  and  dewre  the 
kii^'a  finiher  dircrtiona.  By  a  letter  dated 
Jaly  fith,  "  the  king  i^provea  of  what  they 
have  done,  expecta  they  will  continue  tlieit 
diligenoe,  and  uae  all  lawful 
bring  theae  rognea  to  cxempUry  puniah- 
XanL     And  to  the  end,  that 
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loyal  fnbjecta  may  b«  infonned,  and  ._^ 
have  ajnat  abhorrenoe  of  anch  prin- 
ciplea  and  practicea,  the  conndl  are  an- 
thorised  to  cauae  print  and  pnbliah  that 
covenant  and  declaration,  with  auch  other 
papera  aa  thsy  think  St  to  be  publiahed  on 


•  Pndamalim  nga'iRil  Mr  R.  CaiMn«ttiidiillieTi, 
Jam  nil.  ViaO. 
Cbtrlm.  bv  th«  (race  uf  G*J,  Uof  af  Grmt 
Briuln,  Fnuin,  and  Irelaiiil,  dcfrnder  ot  tha 
Mth :  to  oar  Ijon  king  at  anoi, 

and  fall  bntbran,  taanlda.  maccn,  poraniranH, 
and  maa«ii|cri  at  anoi,  our  ibarlfTi  la  (hat 
port,  conjuncliy  and  ■eTRill]',  ipn-lillf  conill- 
tuta.  gncting,  fbrumnc-h  u  Mr  Richard  Ca- 
meron, Camrroo  kii  bnHbfr,  Hr  Tbomai 
Duuglat,  Mr  Donald  Cuiill,  and  otfaeri  AtW 
aaunplloH,  hin  nair  ■!  liM  ■babrii  off  all 
-  tbair  al1q{laiKW  iucif  lo 


•ubwdao 


ralp,.. 


Into  vxpma  and  open 

nanta,  wbcraia  Ibay  au 

■Dlemn  oalh.  anfafa  tucmvoivn  i 

■lid  oar  autborliv,  and  declare  It  i 

till,  bula  Chrlairan  duty  open  all 


and  B 


■ilFgioaalv  do  bf  a 
nr  HDldecn, 


any  ti 


mplojrm, 


tey  then  who  are  In  authorlcy 

ints,  and  Ibsl  Ihry  will  i:ho«ae 
rtnile.  who  Khali  gonm  then 

idlclal  law  of  Muan,  and  nut 


ihouiri 
•,  but 

p  ma- 
aemnjlng  tolfaa 


ing  to  lb* 
lawa  maae  Dy  lu  or  any  or  our  pndneaaora; 
which  coTHianti  wlih  HTcral  moat  Implona, 
■uodaloun,  and  Hdlliotw  pamphlets,  were  Uken 
trom  the  Hid  Mr  Donald  Car){ill  (one  of  Ihalr 
preuhm)  at  Ibe  Queenafrrry.  upon  the  third 
day  of  June  Inatant.  Ukmn.  tba  aaid  Ur 
KIchard  Camtron,  and  bi>  bmtber,  and  Mr 
Thomaa  Itoufthia,  arcnmiMiiied  irllh  aeveral 
TulGant,  and  panlcuUrly  John  Val1>n|^,  Inv. 
tber-ln-law  (o  Hubert  iVk  one  of  the  balUea 
of  Sanquhar.  Daniel  M'MitchPil  In  Idrtroot, 
TboRiaa  Campbell  aon  to  Campbell  lata  of 

Dalblair  In  Awhlnleck  pariah,  Jubn  Handle 
brolhn-  tn  the  miller  at  Cube  mill  In  the  laine 
pariib,  John  Fowler  aomellme  aervant  to  the 
dmaaed  LindMy  "t  CntinEton,  Patrick 

Gamil  aon  in  law  to  Charin  i.onn  nKaRnarr 
at  Cumnock  M-lnm  Jam«  Slu.rt  eon  to  ArcTil- 
b«ld  Stuart  at  Cioaey-end,  ntar  to  the  earl  of 
Galiaway'i  houie,  AlViander  Cardan  mllot  uf 
Kilalun,  Fraiiclijobnatan  mercbanl  in  Clydn- 
dale,  Crlrhlon  aon  lo  llobcrt  CriL-bton  ut 

Aucblltlnch,  now  In  Wairr-bmd,  and  othera,  to 
the  number  at  twenty-one  pmolii,  did,  upon 
the  2i<S  of  June,  enter  wiibln  tha  burgh  of 
Sanquhar,  with  drawn  aworda  and  phloia  In 
thair  handa,  and  aflet  ■  Kiiemn  proceealon 
Ibrough  the  town,  did  draw  up  at  (he  crow, 
and  publiahed  and  affiinl  upon  the  crow  and 
other  public  nliieni  Ihrreof,  a  moai  Ireaeonabla 
and  unparalleled  paper,  dleownliiK  ua  to  t»i 
their  king,  aiid  dt[am\ng  at  vrW^t  *)w  i<ri  wni 
namaa  and  dntcnatlmw  vhA  >>i  i^  wit^n  \u 
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*  pkdu  disowoing  the  king's  authority 

was  certainly  irritatiDg,  and  a  colour  for 

any  sererities  that  may  appear  in  it  against 


their  greatest  ngv,  after  thej  had  murdered  the 
kiiiffi  our  roval  and  bleated  father  of  eternal 
memory!  and  overturned  all  the  fundamental 
lawe  and  rights  belonging  to  ut  and  our  aubjects, 
wboae  principles  and  footsteps  thev  esactlf  re- 
nenr  and  follow.  I'he  reading  and  affixing  of 
which  proclamation,  by  these  traitors  and  rebels, 
being  clearly  proved  to  our  privy  council  by 
trStnesses  upon  oath ;  and  it  being  notour  and 
undeniable,  that  these  traitors,  to  the  number  of 
•erenty,  err  thereby,  continue  in  arms,  committing 
all  manner  of  outrages  and  insolences:  we 
have  therefore,  with  the  advice  of  our  privy 
eouncil,  thoufbt  fit,  as  use  Is  In  such  cases,  to  de- 
dart  the  said  Mr  Kichitrd  Cameron, 
Cameron  his  brother,  Mr  Thomas  Douglas,  Mr 
Donald  Cargill,  John  Vallangp,  Daniel  uI'Mit- 
cfael,  lliomas  Campbell,  John  Moodic,  Fatrlcli 
Garoil,  James  Stuart.  Alexander  Gordon,  Francis 
Johnston,  and  Crichton,  open  and  notorious 

traitors  and  rebels  against  us  and  our  authority, 
empowering  and  requiring  all  our  good  sul^ects 
to  treat  them  as  such ;  and  particularly  we 
hereby  reoulre  and  command  all  our  good  sub- 
iects,  as  they  will  be  answerable  upon  their  kl- 
legiaoce,  to  do  their  utmost  diligence  to  discover 
the  said  traitors,  and  to  give  timeous  intimation 
with  all  possible  speed,  in  case  they  be  not 
able  to  seiae  and  appi'ehend  them  themselves,  to 
the  nearest  officer  of  our  standing  forces,  (if  any 
be  within  twelve  miles)  and  if  none  be  within 
the  said  distanns  to  the  next  magistrate,  com- 
manding all  persons  to  concur  with  our  forces 
for  apprehending  the  said  traitors.  And  to 
the  effect  the  harbourers  and  resetters,  or  those 
who  neglect  to  discover  them,  may  be  known 
and  punished,  we  do  require  the  huill  heritors, 
or  their  balliffW,  or  diamberlains  In  case  of  the 
heritors*  absence,  to  cause  call  and  cite  before 
them  in  a  court,  all  persons  living  upon  their  re- 
spective lands,  men,  or  women,  aoove  the  age 
of  sixteen  years,  in  all  the  parishes  underwrit- 
ten, viz.  Carsphairn,  lialmaclellan,  Dairy, 
Kells,  Bar  in  Carrick,  the  IMoor-kirk  of  Kyle, 
Galston,  Loudon,  ilndergarth,  Strathaven, 
Lesmahago,  Sanquhar,  Irongray,  Glencairn, 
Cumnock,  Monigaff,  and  I'eiiniiigham,  upon 
the  second  and  last  Tuesdays  of  July  and  August 
next ;  and  to  take  the  oaths  of  all  the  said  per- 
sons li  ring  upon  the  respective  lands,  whether 
any  of  these  traitors  foresaid  were  in  that  parish, 
and  where  and  when  :  and  lest  they  may  pretend 
not  to  know  the  said  traitors,  that  they  discover 
upon  oath,  any  Hkulking  or  lurking  persons, 
which  they  have  known  to  have  been  in  that 
parish,  after  the  pablicjition  hereof  in  the  re- 
spective shires,  and  the  heritors  or  their  bailiffs, 
and  chamberlains  in  their  absence,  to  give  4n 
account  of  their  diligence  in  writing,  within 
ciEht  days  after  each  diet  foresaid,  to  the  sher- 
iffs, Stewarts,  bailies  of  regalities,  magistrates 
of  burghs,  and  shall  adjoin  thereto  the  following 
declaration  upon  oath. 

I  do  solemnly  swear  by  the 

eternal   God,  that  I  have  trul v  and  faithfully 

ejiamioed  upon  eath,  the  whole  persons,  men 

mod  women,  living  uiton  my  lands,  who  com- 


the  persons  named,  who  no  doobt  had  Jjid 
their  account  with  the  wont  the  gov 
emment  could  do  against  them :  yet  it  iv 
evident,  the  first  hnnch  of  the  narnair« 


peared,  who  are  abore  the  a^  of  sixteen  yean, 
whereof  1  am  lieritor,  bailUT,  or  chamberlain, 
within  the  parish  of  and  that  I 

caused  my  officer  give  execution  upon  oath,  thst 
ha  did  cite  all  the  said  persons  to  the  afbresaid 
diets,  and  have  giTen  an  account  of  the  peraoas 
who  compeared  not,  or,  compearing,  refused  to 
give  oath. 

And  in  caaa  the  said  traitora  should  Itare  and 
dishauut  the  above  named  parishes,  and  repair 
to  other  parishes  or  pieces,  that  immediately, 
upon  notice  from  tl»«  lieatenant  general,  or  any 
authorized  by  him,  to  tlie  aherlffs  and  other 
magistrates  of  the    respective  burghs,  where, 
from  time  to  time,  they  resort,  the  aaid  magis- 
trates are  ordained  to  main  intimation  to  the 
heritors,  or  their  bailiffs,  or  their  chamberlains 
in  their  absence,  to  the  eud  they  amy  make  the 
same  inquiry  after  the  tame  way  and  method, 
and    to  return  an    account  of  their  diligence, 
within  two  months  afier  inch  intimation  from 
the    lieutenant    general,-  as    aforeoald ;    with 
eertification  that  such  as  compear  not  and  depont^ 
shall  be  holden  and  repute  as  connlvers  at,  and 
ooncealers  of  the  said  iraiten ;  and  that  the  her- 
itors, or,  in  their  abtenoe,  their  bailiffs  and 
chamberlaius,  who  shall  not  return  this  aecoaut 
to  the  said  respective  magistrates,  as  aforenld, 
or  their  deputes,  and  the  said  magistrases,  who 
shall  not  return  their  accounts  to  our  council,  the 
first  eoancll  day  in  August,  for  their  diligence  In 
July,  and  the  first  council  day  of  September, 
for  their  diligence  in  August,  shall  be  proceeded 
against  with  all  rfgour,  as  eonnfrers  at,  and 
concealers  of  the  said  traitors.     And  furtlKT, 
we  do  hereby  require  and  command  all  sherilb, 
Stewarts,  bailies  of  regalities,  and  magistrates 
of  burghs  where  the  aaid  traitors  use  to  haunt 
or  rmort,  to  raiae  such  persons  in  their  respec- 
tive iurisdictions,  as  they  shall  find  necessary 
for  that  service,  for  whom  they  will  be  answer- 
able ;  and  that  the  sheriffs  and  other  magistrates 
foresaid,  reouire  the  assistance  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  militia,  in   their    respectire  JQ- 
risdictions ;  and  to  search  fisr,  take,  and  appre- 
hend the  said  traitors  in  their  req;>ective  bouiida ; 
and  in  case  they  flee  forth  thereof,  to  advertlkS 
the  neighbouring  sheriffs,  and  other  magistrates, 
who  are  appointed  to  do  the  like  diligence,  con- 
form  to  the  144  act,  IS  pari,  king  Jam.  VI. 
And  if  in  pursuit  of  the  said  tndtora,  they  re- 
sisting to  be  taken,  any  of  our  said  magistrate*, 
or  other  our  good  subjects,  shall  happen  to  kill 
or  mutilate  them,  or  any  of  them,  we  do  hereby 
declare,   that  they,  nor  none  assisting  them, 
shall  ever  be  c^lledin  question,  or  pursu^kl  dvllly 
or  criminally  therefore  in  time  coming ;  but 
that  these  presents  shall  be  as  sufficient  fin'  their 
exoneration,  as  if  they  had  our  special  mnlsdoa, 
and  that  their  doing  tliereof  sliall  be  repate  good 
and  acceptable  service  done  to  us.     And  fur  the 
better  encouragement  of  such  as  shall  apprehend 
and  bring  In  the  said  traitors  dead  or  alive,  the 
apprehender  of  Mr  Richard  Cameron  shall,  as 
a  reward,  have  five  thousand  merks;  and  for 
Mr  Thomas  Douglas,  Mr  Donald  Cargill,  an<l 
i  for  iVm  said  Cameron  brother  to  Mr 


CHAP.  IV.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


217 


on  what  is  not  matter  of  ikct,  tis.  that 
Ifr  Quneron,  his  bhrtiier»  and  Mr  Dongks 
ted  entered  into  that  oorenant  taken  at 
I^BemBferry^  ottt  of  whidi  the  exprewions  ar^ 
ated.    This  is  but  a  fetch  to  expose  those 
people  more,  and  it  is  certain  that  paper 
mw  never  finished,  fiur  less  entered  into;  it  is 
rat  too  ordinary  in  public  papers  of  thb 
letiod,  to  load  the  whole  of  a  sodetj  with 
hat  which  any  of  them  does,  and  others 
Jao  who  are  no  way  concerned.     The 
■ediod  laid  down  by  the  council  for  dis- 
OToring  these  declared  traitors,  appears 
aott  Improper,  and  needlessly  yezations 
o  the  lieges,  and  for  what  I  know,  was 
MPvcr  need  in  any  well  ordered  f^rem- 
Bent    The  setting  a  price  itpon  traitors* 
I— da,  and  offering  a  reward  to  such  as  shall 
IsnoTer  them,  bath  still  been  reckoned  suf- 
icient;  but  this  method  is  new  and  nnresr 
enable,  to  put  all  men  and  women,  above 
ho  age  of  idxteen  yean,  in  so  vast  a  bounds 
■  is  mentioned  in  the  proclamation,  80,000 
r  30,000  persons,  to  their  oaths,  if  ihcy  saw 
ny  of  them,  and  to  discover  any  lurking 
bA  hidii^  personir,  under  the  pain  of  being 
epnte  traitors  themselves.    ilJBny  worthy 
«#HlBto'  were  at  this  time  foroed  to  hide 
d1  lurk,  ho  way  cotioemed  in  this  declanir 
ion^  whom  a  good  many  of  the  inhabitants 
t^lieae  j^laces  wonld  by  no  means  inform 
giiBttj  and  ao  did  not  compear  at  the 
tarts  i^pipointed.    The  heritors  are  obliged 
»  giTO  iheir  returns  upon  oath,  and  so 
Mr  'Twntion  oame  to  many  innocent  and 
dllfioQs  people,  who  had  no  share  in  this 
winratiim     Thus  the  Itnd  mourned  be- 
laia  nf  twatfing^  and  oaths,  nnncteessarily 


UAaid,  who  read  and  afizad  ths  wid  trslt- 
BMS  dcolarBtioD  at  Saoqahar,  three  tbouiand 
vna  feir  each  of  thenif  sod  «oe  tbooMod  aerke 
m.  each  ooa  of  the  rett  of  the  tralum  abova 
wnth»nfd|  to  be  iostaDtly  paid  to  them  by  the 
mwnlMlnniiri  of  our  treaeurr.  And  ordain 
kmm  ptWMDta  to  be  printed,  and  publialied  at  the 
iStkol-«roee  ef  £dinbur(h,  and  market-croetM 
f.the  n— anent  head  burghs  of  the  eeTcral 
hSma  of  tbia  kingdom  on  the  aouth  lide  of  the 
rslfr  of  Tav,  and  other  places  needful,  by  the 
harlffk  of  the  rwpeetiTe  ehiree  forceaid,  that 
eno  pretend  ignoimnoe.  GiTcn  onder  our  aig- 
•C  at  Edinburgh,  tbe  last  day  of  June  16bO, 
ai  flf  oar  rsign  the  thirty  eeeond  year. 
Pir  oofvm  Jhmmorum  tecreti  concUiL 
WiLUAM  VATEMtoVfCL  Seer.  CondlU. 
God  9 ate  the  kimo. 


in 


multiplied,  lost  their   design,   and 
the  Lord's  name  was  profaned.    In-  '^^^' 
deed  at  this  time  the  solemnity  of  an  oatb, 
tiie  great  tie  of  human  society,  and  basis  of 
dvil  government,  was  so  weakened,  and 
people's  consciences  debauched,  wiUi   so 
many,  and  sometimes  contradictoiy  oaths, 
that  atheism  Snd  irreligion  broke  in  like  an 
overflowing    flood,    and  all    bonds   wane 
loosed :  and  as  if  this  had  been  too  little,  tbe 
same  imposition  of  swearing  all  persons,  is 
extended  over  all  the  kingdom,  in  case  the 
suspected  persons  go  out  of  the  places  named. 
Besides  all  this,  five  thousand  merks  are 
offered  to  any  who  discover  Mr  Richard 
Cameron,  and  three  thousand  for  Messrs 
Csi^n,  Douglas,  ftc.    Perhaps  it  is  scarce 
worth  while  to  add,  that  ten   thousand 
merks  are  offered  for  the  discovery  of  the 
murderers  of  archbiahop  Sharp,  and  but 
three  thousand  for  these  reputed  murderers 
of  the  king.    After  all  I  question  if  Mr 
Thomas  Donglas  was  at  8anquhar.    I  find 
no  accounts  of  any  preaching  in  the  fields 
after  Bothwell,  except  Messrs  Cargill  and 
Cameron;  yea,  BIr  Csmeixm,  in  one  of  his 
papers  before  me,  complains,  that  he  applied 
to  several  ministers  not  indulged,  to  preach 
with  him,  but  says,  none  would  join,  the 
tunes  being  so  very  haaardous. 

Jointly  with  this  proclamation,  the  couu- 
cii  take  surer  methods  than  that  of 
oaths^  for  reaching  such  whom  they  had 
declared  rebels,  and  order  most  part  of  the 
standing  forces  to  the  west  and  south.  I 
find  seven  troops  of  horse,  with  a  r^ment 
of  foot,  in  Galloway,  and  the  adjacent 
places,  under  the  earl  of  Linlithgow,  major 
Cockbum,  Strachan,  Claverhouse,  and 
others.  Tliey  pretended  to  seek  after  Mr 
Richard  Cameron,  and  his  foUowera^  but 
under  this  colour,  all  were  again  oppressed 
who  had  been  at  Bothwell,  or  had  been 
denounced  fugitives  for  nonoompearanoe  at 
courts.  And  in  short,  all  nonconformists 
to  prelacy  were  harassed,  the  whole  coun- 
try was  depopulated,  and  dreadful  oppres- 
sions and  severities  committed. 

The  general  now  having  the  army  at  his 
command,  without  waiting  the  council's 
orders,  I  cannot  give  their  motions  firom 
the  registers  aa  formwVy.   'fc^^  ^^i»ft  ^WS^^ 
I  find  the  councal  rocomniftiA  V^  V\is^  Xo 
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order  out  the  forces  in  different 
^^^*  parties,  to  search  for  and  apprehend 
the  persons  named  in  the  prodamation, 
and  hting  in  them  and  their  accomplices 
dead  or  alive,  and  that  he  call  such  of  the 
nobility  and  §^entry  as  ho  shall  see  fit,  with 
their  dependents,  to  his  assistance.  They 
also  write  letters  to  the  sheriffs  in  the  west 
and  south,  "  That  it  belong^s  to  their 
office  to  prosecute  rebels  and  traitors,  till 
they  apprehend  them,  or  drive  them  out  of 
their  bounds,  and  for  that  end  to  call  the 
heritors  and  freeholders  to  their  assistance, 
and  they  are  required  so  to  do,  as  they 
would  show  their  iseal  for  his  majesty's 
service."  Under  all  this,  it  was  time  for 
the  people  who  were  conoemed  in  San- 
quhar declaration,  to  look  to  themselves,  and 
some  few  got  together  merely  to  defend 
themselves.  I  find  from  the  justiciary-re- 
gisters in  the  process  against  Potter  and 
Stuart,  November  this  year,  which  shall 
be  noticed  in  its  own  place,  that  a  little  be- 
fore Ayrs-moss,  and  after  Sanquhar  declara- 
tion, Mr  Richard  Cameron,  his  brother,  the 
said  Potter,  Stuart,  and  about  thirty  others, 
did  enter  into  a  mutual  league  for  their 
mutual  defence,  the  original  whereof  signed 
by  those  personH  was  produced  in  that  pro- 
cess, and  I  shall  insert  it  here  as  its  proper 
room. 

**We  uudersubscribers  bind  and  oblisrc 
ourselves  to  be  faithful  to  God,  and  true  to 
one  auotlicr,  and  to  all  others  that  shall 
join  with  us  in  adhering  to  Riigland  testi- 
mony, and  disclaiming  the  Hamilton  de- 
claration, chiefly  because  it  takes  in  the 
king*8  interest,  which  we  are  loosed  from 
by  reason  of  his  perfidy,  and  covenant 
breaking,  both  to  the  most  high  God,  and 
the  people  over  whom  he  was  set,  upon 
the  terms  of  his  propagating  the  main  ends 
of  the  covenants,  to  wit^  the  reformation  of 
religion,  and  instead  of  that,  usurping  to 
himself  the  royal  prerogatives  of  Jesus 
Christ,  and  encroaching  upon  the  liberties 
of  the  church,  and  so  stating  himself  both 
in  opposition  to  Jesus  Christ  the  Mediator, 
and  the  free  government  of  his  house ;  as 
also  in  disowning  and  protesting  against 
the  reoeption  of  the  duke  of  York,  a  pro- 
fensed  papht,  and  whatever  else  hath  been 
doao  MB  this  land,  (giyen  to  the  Lord,)  in 


prejudice  of  our  ooTenanted,  and  univer- 
sally sworn  to  reformation.    And  although 
as  the  Lord,   who  aearcheth    the  heart, 
knows  we  be  for  garemment  and  govemora 
both    civil  and  eodetiasticy  such  as  the 
w<»d  of  God  and  our  covenants  allow,  yet 
by  this  we  disown  the  present  magistrates, 
who  openly  and  avowedly  are  doing  what 
in  them  lies,  for  destroying  utteriy  our 
work  of  reformation  from  popery,  prehunr, 
erastianism,  and  other  heresies  and  errors; 
and  by  this  we  dedare  ako  that  we  are 
not  any  more  to  own  ministers  indulged, 
and  such  as  drive  a  sinful  union  with  them ; 
nor  are  we  to  join  any  more  in  this  public 
oause  with  ministers  or  professors  of  any 
rank,  that  are  guilty  of  the  defections  of 
this  time,  until  they  give  satisfaction  pro- 
portioned to  the  scandal  and  offence  they 
have  given." 

This  league  and  combination,  as  the  re- 
gisters term  it,  is  much  of  the  temper  with 
Sanquhar  declaration,  only  it  seems  about 
thirty  of  them  subscribed  it,  and  it  went 
no  further.  One  needs  not  be  surprised  to 
find  them  taking  all  the  precautions  they 
can  for  their  mutual  safety,  and  yet  it 
seems,  very  few  joined  in  this  league  and 
association,  ancnt  which  I  know  no  more 
but  what  I  have  set  down. 

Meanwhile,  great  numbers  of  soldiers 
were  quartered  upon  country  fiimilies,  and 
where  they  lodged  one  night,  they  eat  up 
as  much  provision  as  they  could,  and 
brought  in  sheep  and  cows  and  killed  them, 
without  paying  any  thing ;  they  put  their 
horses  into  the  meadows  and  the  standing 
corn,  and  either  eat  them  up,  or  trode  them 
down;  any  horses  they  saw  feeding,  or 
found  in  houses,  they  seized,  and  made  the 
owners  pay  their  worth,  or  took  them 
with  them.  All  the  houses  in  their  route 
were  perfectly  spoiled,  and  one  troop  and 
company  coming  upon  the  heels  of  another, 
any  thing  lefl  by  the  first,  was  quite  con- 
sumed by  the  after  comers.  Dreadful  were 
the  ravages  they  made  upon  the  Sabbath 
days  throughout  all  the  country  round 
them.  I  have  seen  sums  of  almost  incredi- 
ble losses  sustained  this  way,  in  the 
parishes  of  Carsphaim,  Dairy,  Balmadel- 
lan,   Corsmichael,  and  many  other  places 


:hap.  IV.] 


OP  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND 


219 


Wkile  the  soldien  art  thus  nmgiii^  up 
■d  down,  the  renconnter  at  Ayn-moes,  in 
lie  parish  of  Anchinleek  in  Kyle,  falls  in 
oly  20th  this  year.  The  advantages  got 
lere  by  the  reguhur  forces,  both  encooraged 
lem,  and  very  nrnch  disconraged  the  suf- 
iiera.  It  is  but  a  yery  imperfect  account 
f  this  I  can  give,  and  to  suppply  the  want, 

have  subjoined*  Hackston  of  Rathillet 
is  account  of  it,  in  a  letter  to  his  friend, 
idy  25th. 

All  I  need  further  notice  is,  that  Mr 
tiehard  Cameron,  Kathillet,  and  the  few 
enons  with  them,  were  very  unprovided, 
ad  perfectly  surprised  by  Earbhall  and 
ii  party ;  the  king's  soldiers  were  trained, 
rell  armed,  and,  generally  speaking,  horse- 
len,  and  numerous.     The  party  acdden- 


*  BatkiUeCt  Account  of  Ayrs-mosM^ 

We  getting  notice  of  a  partv  out  seekinf  u«, 
mt  tw«,  on  Wedoewlay  nif ht  Ute,  to  knovr 
bcir  motion,  and  lay  on  a  moor-side  all  night, 
nd  Thunday,  about  ten  hours,  we  went  to 
ika  asme  meat)  and  sent  out  other  two,  and  de* 
irad  them  to  consult  with  the  first  two,  who 
ad  not  come  to  us,  but  were  lying  down  to 
lecp,  who  all  four  returned  and  told  us,  it  was 
ancoeMary  to  seud  anv  for  iutelliaeuce,  they 
aving  secured  it.  Whereupon,  aRer  we  had 
octeii  some  meat,  we  came  to  a  piece  of  grass, 
nd  lay  down,  and  presently  we  were  all 
lanned  that  tliey  were  upon  us,  and  so  making 
eady,  we  saw  them  coming  fast  on,  and  that 
beat  three  or  four  hours  in  the  aftemooo,  and 
aeh  one  resolving  to  fight,  1  rode  off  to  seek  a 
trength  for  our  advantage,  and  being  desired 
y  a  c«antry  man  to  go  into  snob  a  place  for  the 
aaft  strength,  1  went,  and  they  followed  ;  but 
MBing  to  it,  I  found  we  could  go  no  further, 
nd  so  turning  and  drawinr  up  qalrkly,  eight 
MEM  on  the  right  hand  with  K.  IX  and  fifteen 
n  the  left  with  me,  being  no  more,  the  foot  not 
eing  forty,  and  many  of  them  ill  armed,  in  the 
■idrt,  I  asked  all  if  they  were  willing  to  fight, 
rbo  all  mid  yea,  cspeciidlT  J.  G.  The  enemy 
dvaneed  fast,  whom  I  took  to  be  above  an  hun- 
Ml  and  twelve,  well  armed  and  horsed,  who 
ladinr  first  about  twent]^  dragoons  on  foot,  to 
ike  the  wind  of  us,  which  we  seeing,  sent  a 
arty  on  foot  to  meet  them,  and  the  rest  of  us 
4fanced  fost  on  the  enemy,  being  a  strong  body 
f  horse  coming  hard  on  us,  whereupon,  when 
re  were  joined,  our  horse  fired  first,  and  wound- 
i  and  killed  some  of  them,  both  horse  and 
atHm  Our  horse  advanced  to  their  faces,  and 
ra  fired  on  each  other;  I  being  foremost,  after 
ceeliring  their  fire,  and  finding  the  horse  be- 
iIbmI  me  broken,  I  then  rode  in  amongst  them, 
lad  went  out  at  a  aide  without  any  wrong  or 
round.  I  was  pursued  by  severals,  with  whom 
!  fftogbt  a  good  apace ;  sometimes  they  fellow- 
■g  me,  and  sometimes  I  following  them.  At 
cngth  mv  hone  bogged,  and  the  foremoat  of 
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tally  with  Mr  Richard  Cameron, 
were  but  twenty-three  horse,  and 
forty  foot,  very  ill  armed,  expecting  no  such 
attack.  Earldudl  had  more  than  double 
horse  to  those  who  were  with  Mr  Camer- 
on, and  general  Dalsiel,  and  the  most  part 
of  the  forces  were  very  near.  The  country 
men  posted  themselves  upon  the  entrance 
to  a  moss,  resolving  to  charge  the  king's 
party  briskly  when  they  came  up.  This  the 
horsemen  did,  and  broke  through  the  first 
line,  killing  severals ;  but  their  foot  not  ad- 
vancing, but  only  firing,  the  few  horse  were 
quickly  surrounded  by  their  enemies,  who 
fought  desperately,  neither  asking  nor  giving 
quarters.  Hackston  of  Rathillet,  whose 
horse  stuck  in  a  bog,  and  he  being  peifectly 
disabled  by  wounds,  with  some  others,  were 


theirs,  which  wm  David  Ramsay,  one  of  my 
acquaintance;  we  both  being  on  foot,  fought  it 
with  small  swords  without  advantage  of  one 
another ;  but  at  length  dosing,  1  was  adricken 
down  with  three  on  horseback  behind  me,  and 
received  three  sore  wounds  on  the  head,  and  so 
falling  he  saved  my  lif^,  which  1  rabmltted  to. 
They  searched  me,  and  carried  ma  to  their  rear, 
and  laid  me  down,  where  I  bled  much,  where 
wens  brought  severals  of  their  men  sore  wound- 
ed, lliey  gave  ua  all  testimony  of  brave  mo- 
lute  men.  What  more  of  our  men  were  killed 
I  did  not  see,  nor  know,  but  as  they  told  me 
after  the  field  was  theirs.  I  was  brooght  to- 
wards Douglas,  lliey  used  me  civilly,  and 
brought  me  drink  out  of  an  house  by  the  way. 
At  Douglaa  Janet  Clellan  was  hind  to  me,  and 
brought  a  surgeon  to  me,  who  did  but  little  to 
my  wounds,  only  stanched  the  blood.  Next 
morning  I  vras  brought  to  Lanark,  and  brought 
before  JJalaiel,  lord  Rosa,  and  some  others,  who 
asked  many  Questions  at  me :  but  I  not  satisfy- 
ing them  wltn  answers,  DaTzIel  did  threaten  to 
roast  me;  and  carrving  me  to  the  tolbooth, 
caused  bind  me  most  barbarously,  and  cast  me 
down,  where  I  lay  till  Saturday  morning, 
without  any,  except  soldiers,  admitted  to  apeak 
to  me,  or  look  my  wounds,  or  give  me  any  ease 
whatsomever.  And  next  morning  they  brought 
me  and  John  l\»Uoek,  and  other  two  of  as, 
near  two  miles  on  foot,  I  being  without  shoes, 
where  that  par^»  which  had  broken  us  at  first, 
received  us.  Tne y  were  commanded  by  tarls- 
halL  We  were  horsed,  civilly  used  by  them  on 
the  way,  and  brought  to  Edinburgh,  about  four 
in  the  afternoon,  and  carried  about  the  north 
side  of  the  town,  to  the  foot  of  the  Canongate, 
where  the  town  magistrates  were  who  received 
us ;  and  setting  me  on  an  horse  with  my  face 
backward,  and  the  other  three  boond  on  a  goad 
of  iron,  and  Mr  Cameron's  head  carried  on  an 
halbert  before  me,  and  another  head  in  a  sack, 
which  1  knew  not,  on  a  lad's  bark ;  and  ao  we 
were  carried  tip  tha  street  to  the  parliament- 
closs,  where  1  was  taken,  down,  lod  th^^  v>ft.\i 
loosed. 
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taken.    The  foot  reoeiyed  little  or 


no  hurt,  retiring  into  the  mou, 
whither  the  soldiers  could  not  follow.  The 
soldiers  owned  that  the  country  men  be- 
haved themseWes  with  the  utmost  bravery, 
and  very  few  of  them  who  engaged 
escsiped,  being  overpowered  with  numbers, 
and  the  king*s  horse  being  in  good  tift. 

Mr  Richard  Cameron  was  killed  upon 
the  spot,  and  his  head  and  hand  cut  off  by 
Robert  Murray,  and  carried  in  to  the  coun- 
cil, who  ordered  them  to  be  set  up  on  the 
I7ether-bow  Port  in  Edinbuxgh.     I  need 
add  little  as  to  his  character ;  he  appeared 
with  much  warmth  against  the  indulgence, 
and  when  licensed,  mostly  by  the  interest 
of  Mr  John  Welsh,  who  was  very  far  from 
approving  the  heights  he  went  to,  he  was 
the  first  who  preached  separation  upon  that 
score.    He  went  over  to  Holland  before 
Bothwell,  and  was  indefinitely  ordained; 
and  when  he  came  home,  none  of  the  min- 
isters joined  him  save  Mr  Donald  Cai^gill. 
Several  meetings  of  ministers  used  their 
utmost   endeavours   to    divert  him   from 
preaching  separation,  but  did  not  prevail. 
Henry  Hall  was  with  him  in  most  of  these 
conferences,  and  very  much  supported  him. 
His  brother  Michael  Cameron  was  likewise 
killed  in  this  engagement,  as  also  captain 
John  Fowler,  John  Gcmble,  John  Hamilton, 
Robert  Dick,  Thomas  Watson,  and  Robert 
Paterson    in  Kirkhill  of  Camnethan,    of 
whom  I  have  the  character  that  he  was  a 
singularly  pious  and  sealous  youth.    James 
Gray  younger  of  Christon,  son  to  James 
Gray  of  Christon  in  Calder  parish,  was  like- 
m-ise  killed.     I  have  his  character  from  a 
person  of  very  good  sense,  who  knew  him 
fully;  and  he  signifies  to  me,  ''that  though 
these  men  and  their  conduct  at  Ayrs-mosa 
have  been  very  meanly  spoken  of,  yet  he  can 
assure  me  several  of  them  were  worthy  pei^ 
sons ;  and  particularly  Mr  Gray  was  a  youth 
of  good  parts,  high  courage,  and  pious  from 
his  infancy ;  at  that  time  he  was  swallowed 
up  of  his  zeal  for,  and  sympathy  with  the 
truths  and  people  of  God;  and  being  a  sturdy 
healthy  man,  in  the  heat  of  his  youth,  he 
could  not  be  off  the  field  of  action,  where  any 
was ;  yet  he  was  sorely  crushed,  and  broken 
if'ith  ^e  divisions  of  the  time.   Mr  Cameron 
wwf  observed  to  pny,  ^vhen  under  the  views 


of  this  «igagein«Dt»^Lord,taka  the  ripest,  and 
apare  the  greenest;*  and  tbia  waa  evidently 
to  be  seen  in  this  youthp  ht  was  drop^pe 
for  this  change,  hardened  in  spirit  with  the 
evils  and  breadiea  of  this  time,  and  he  most 
forwardly  engaged.  The  aoldiers  owned  he 
was  the  person  who  maoled  them  most 
Several  of  hia  companions  there  were  of  hii 
temper,  and  the  ripest  were  indeed  taken. 
We  want  not  other  instances  of  pious  per- 
sons, essaying  impracticable  things,  and 
perishing  in  the  attempt,  which  flowed  firom 
seal,  and  was  mixed  with  self-resignation, 
and  they  have  been  rather  esteemed  heroic, 
than  mad  and  irregular.* 


*  We  have  been  faroured  with  an  orff Inal 
Poem,  on  the  death  of  Cameron  and  otheis  at 
Ayrs-mou,  and  while  the  Intriosic  excellence  of 
the  pieoe  will  reooauneBd  it  at  any  time,  and  in 
any  cimumstaDces,  we  have  no  doabt  that  iti 
insertion  here  will  be  considered  by  our  readen 
as  an  agreeable  relief  In  the  progress  of  the 
history. 


THB  VISION. 


A  PWM  M  Ac  tfaiifUcr  ^Mr  Miekmrd  Cswttnu,  mmd  ttUn  at  JhM- 
HMt.  ••  Hm  WmI  if  Jwftt  iWOl       WrUtn  *■  m  AgifSdn 


Ih  •  drHunofdMaisht  I  vm  wafted  away* 
To  Ih*  umifluMb  of  mkst,  whcs*  the  martyn  laj  * 
When  Cameron'*  twoid  and  hu  BiU*  ai«  wm, 
Engravod  on  Ite  uooa  vbofo  the  boathcr  grov*  gnm. 

'Twai  a  dream  of  thoM  agca  of  daikncM  and  blood. 
When  the  mlnikier't  home  was  the  mounuin  and  wood  j 
When  In  Wenvoud-k  daffc  valley  Ow  itaiidard  of  Zlaa, 
AU  bloodj  and  torn,  "oioaf  the  heaiher  waft  I jtaic. 

Twasmomii^i  and  nunBiei'ft  yoai^  ran  from  the  aai^ 
Lay  in  loving  itpoM  on  the  |Tcen  moantaln't  breaa : 
On  Wavdiaw  and  OalmtaMe  the  cWn  thtning  dew, 
QlUUii'il  iliei  'mnnc  ihi  hrnlh  *'r"'. — ''*  mMtntainflovcfkUM. 


\ 


And  br  ap  In  heaven,  near  the  «hll*  »nnny  cloud. 
The  tong  of  the  lark  wai  melodioa*  and  load. 
And  in  ((Immult'i  wild  HUtudet,  ImRthen'd  and  deep. 
Were  the  whiMUng  of  i4oTcn  and  bleating  of  ihteep. 

And  Wcllwood'i  sweet  valley  breatk'd  mnik  and  gUdnc<4« 
Tbeflraih  maadwfaloeauhanff  Inbenaty  aadvadwiai 
Its  dtfgbtert  were  haypy  to  hail  the  nstuming. 
And  drink  the  dellghu  of  Jaljf*»  iwect  morning. 

But,  oh  I  there  were  hearu  cheriah'd  fax  other  feelings, 

lifaimad  by  die  ligbi  eriirephatlc  rrreaUngH 

Who  drank  firom  the  accn'ry  of  bcauO  but  korrov, 

F<v  they  knev  that  their  blood  would  bedew  it  to-mone«. 

TwM  the  few  fiithfni  onee  who  with  Cameron  were  I  vine 
ConrcaI'd  'mong  the  mift,  where  the  heath -fowl  was  cr^tnc 
Foe  the  iior»emen  ^  BariOiaU  aroond  ibeei  were  hoeeriiip. 
And  their  bridle  tetas  nug  throngh  the  thin  miaty  covciing. 

Tlieir  tkctk  grew  pale,  and  their  swords  were  unshcathM. 
Rut  the  vengeence  that  darken'd  their  brow  was  unbrralb'd; 
With  ryet  tumHi  to  bcavvn,  in  cahn  mignation. 
They  kung  thcix  laat  song  to  the  God  of  salvation. 

The  hills  w  Ith  the  deep  mournful  music  were  ringing. 
The  curlew  and  plover  In  ronrert  w<!re  singing: 
Bat  Owvk^laA)  died  ^BBid  derision  and  laughter. 
Aft  \Yke  \«nlt  •«  wofeaA^  TMfcf^ w^\«  ^a^^'^ws^vvet. 
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Ho  doubt  odicn  were  killed  at  this  ren- 
omter,  Imt  these  ere  ell  Ihare  any  certain 
eoooBta  of.  Tbere  were  taken  prisonerB 
)laTid  Hacketon  of  Ratkillet,  who  was,  as 
re  heard,  present  at  the  death  of  the  arch- 
iahop,  but  would  not  be  oonoemed  any 
rvpr  in  it    Likewise,  one  Manuel 

1  Shots  parish,  who  died  of  his  wounds^ 
ad  harsh  treatment  after  them,  just  as  he 
■lered  Edinbui^g^  tolbooth;  and  John 
/isUaiige  of  the  parish  of  Anchinleck,  died 
f  his  wounds  the  day  after  he  was  brought 
0  Edinburgh,  most  christianly  and  cheer- 
dly,  as  I  haye  it  from  a  person  of  honour 
rho  was  with  him  at  his  death.  Besides 
heee,  Archibald  Alison  in  the  parish  of 
ivamialei,  and  John  Maloom  in  the  parish 
i  Dairy,  were  taken,  and»  as  we  shall  hear, 
rare  executed;  and  by  one  of  Hackston's 
itfeera,  I  find  another  in  prison  with  them 
br  the  same  cause,  John  PoUock,  who  was 
lOt  in  the  boots,  and  endured  the  tMture 
nth  much  firmness  and  cheerfulness ;  but 
have  no  more  about  hioL  This  is  all  the 
Mount  I  can  give  of  this  engagement  at 
kyia-moas.  The  executions  and  persecu- 
ion  upon  the  back  of  it,  will  make  up 
mother  section. 

SECT.  V. 

Oftha§c  w&o  Mm'eex^eniedqfler  Ayra-moes, 
wui  other  brtmches  of  persecution  which 

fiUowed  it;  qf  the  Tonoood  excomnm- 
mcatum^  the  proceedimga  of  the  cowicii  on 
it,  and  some  more  executions  m  the  close 
qf  this  year, 

Weby  attempt  of  the  oppressed  to  recover 
beir  liberty,  when  dis^ipointed,  increaaed 
beir  misery ;  and  every  struggle,  when  it 
innot  be  gone  through  with,  galls,  and 
oes  but  make  the  chains  more  uneasy:  so 
i  was  after  Pentland  and  Both  well,  and  all 


VMIIM 


If  < 


(ad  lUff  tlMj  vctv  AiWidcd* 


dark  tjwg  iMh'd  lijtiuning,  m  fiim  md  ■"**— ^'-Tg. 
~  Uka  Um  rack  vhldi  lh«  ihondtf  b  t«idifi||. 


f.  Um  bhw  ■wards 

gvffv  dark,  and  iha  dioodar  wai  lalUaf , 
Wrflwaid^  dark  nratriandi  iha  mighty  wmt  bllliig. 


the  attempts  for  self-defence  in  the  .^^^^ 
persecuted  party.  Thus  it  was  after 
Ayrs-moss :  those  who  were  taken  were  exe- 
cuted as  traitors;  three  of  them  within  a 
very  little  after  that  scuffle,  and  tW9  more  in 
the  dose  of  the  year.  I  come  now  to  give 
some  account  of  the  government's  procedure 
against  them. 

David  Ilackfton  of  Bathillet  was  the 
most  noted  of  the  prisoners;  and  besides 
what  hath  been  already  dropped  anent 
him^  I  shall  only  further  remark,  that 
he  was  a  good  gentleman  in  Fifs^  and 
once  a  comrade  and  intimate  of  the  chan- 
celloi^s.  I  am  told  he  was  without  any 
sense  of  religion  in  his  youi^per  days,  but 
getting  good  of  the  gospel  preached  in  the 
fields,  and  having  thereby  a  real  and  a 
thorough  change  wrought  upon  him,  he  left 
all  to  follow  it,  and  at  last  sealed  it  with  hia 
blood.  His  letter,  part  of  which  is  already 
inserted,  and  the  rest  printed  already.  Cloud 
of  Witnesses,  p.  86.  gives  some  account  of 
his  trial ;  and  what  I  now  add  shall  be  from 
the  registers.  Upon  the  accounts  of  his 
being  taken,  the  council  July  24th  give  the 
following  orders  about  him.  **  The  magis- 
trates of  Edinbuigh  are  appointed,  as  soou 
as  the  body  of  D.  Hackston  of  Bathillet  is 
brought  to  the  Water^te,  to  receive  him, 
and  mount  him  on  a  bare-backed  horse, 
vrith  his  ftce  to  the  horse's  tail,  and  his 
feet  tied  beneath  his  belly,  and  his  hands 
ffightered  with  ropes;  that  the  executioner, 
with  head  covered,  and  his  coat,  lead  his 
hone  up  the  street  to  the  tolbooth,  the 
said  Hackston  being  bare-headed;  that 
the  three  other  prisoners  be  conveyed  on 
foot,  bare-headed,  after  him,  with  their 
hands  tied  to  a  goad  of  iron :  ordain  the 
said  executioner  to  carry  the  head  of  Cam- 
eron upon  a  halbert,  from  the  Water-gate 
to  the  ooundl-house ;  that  no  meat  or  drink 
be  given  to  Hackston  after  he  is  in  prison. 


IlidMvwa 

AndUa  bomlDg  vbatbtamadon  aikaof  brightana. 

A  Mnph  imfeMad  lU  doon  bright  and  ahtailag. 
An  daa«Bg  )<*•  9^  «f  <^  wvaatli  wialiifc 
And  Iha  Mula  that  caaaa  Canh  out  afgiaai  Irihwlallti^ 
Bavi  BMWitad  Iha  chariot  and  UeaUafialvalfan. 


OBthaarthoriharalabev  ibrdiarMb  Riding. 
Ttiwi^  Ifcapalh  al  <!■  ttifcadMC  t> 
GUda  twUtty.  Mg^  pMVk\  tba  t<^  te\Mlmi«»> 
A  cwwmww  faihKi  »Ui«&aA  ^  «Mi\ 
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lAOA  bat  what  18  prepared  in  tbe  master  of 

^^'the  tolbooth  his  house  and  giyen 
by  him ;  that  none  speak  with  him,  or  any 
letters  be  conveyed  to  him ;  that  the  master  of 
the  tolbooth  have  a  special  care  of  his  per- 
son, as  he  will  be  answerable,  life  for  life.** 
One  of  the  bailies  of  Edinburgh,  and  John 
Vanse  master  of  the  tolbooth,  are  called,  and 
those  orders  giren  them.  No  reflections  are 
necessary  upon  these  severe  orders.  In  the 
afternoon,  he  and  the  other  prisoners  were 
examined  before  the  council,  but  the  par- 
ticulars are  not  insert  in  their  books.  July 
tliTth  they  order  the  advocate  to  pursue  a 
criminal  process  against  him  upon  Thursday, 
and  reserve  the  appointment  of  the  time,  and 
manner  of  his  execution  to  themselves. 

By  other  accounts,  I  find  that  upon 
the  24th  of  July,  he  was  brought  before 
the  council,  and  though  he  answered 
very  boldly,  and  with  much  openness, 
without  the  least  reserve,  yet  they 
threatened  him  with  torture ;  which,  as  it 
was  inhumane  and  unjust  in  most  cases,  so 
it  was  barbarous  in  his;  for  his  wounds 
were  many,  and  his  bodily  pain  and  weak- 
ness very  great ;  yet  being  a  person  of  ex- 
traordinary courage  and  boldness,  the 
threatening  did  not  at  all  move  him.  He 
declined  their  authority,  and  refused  to  sign 
his  declaration ;  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  he 
was  the  first  of  the  suflferers  of  this  period 
who  refused  to  own  the  king's  authority. 

July  29th,  the  council,  the  day  before 
Kathillet*s  trial,  determine  the  manner  of 
his  execution :  they  well  knew  his  judges 
would  find  him  guilty,  yet  this  seems  an 
extraordinary  step.  It  stands  in  their  books 
as  follows.  *That  his  body  be  drawn 
backward  on  a  hurdle  to  the  cross  of  Edin- 
burgh; that  there  be  an  high  scaffold 
erected  a  little  above  the  cross,  where,  in 
the  first  place,  his  right  hand  is  to  be  stnick 
od)  and,  after  some  time,  his  left  hand: 
then  he  is  to  be  hanged  up,  and  cut  down 
alive,  his  bowels  to  be  taken  out,  and  his 
heart  shown  to  *the  people  by  the  hangman ; 
then  his  heart  and  his  bowels  to  be  burned 
in  a  fire  prepared  for  that  purpose  on  the 
scaffold:  that  afterwards  his  head  be  cut 
off,  and  his  body  divided  into  four  quarters: 
Ais  head  to  Iw  fixed  on  the  Netherhow, 
one  ofbiB  quarters,  with  both  hia  hands,  to 


be  affixed  at  St  Andrews,  another  quarter  at 
Glasgow,  a  third  at  Leith,  a  fourth  at  Burnt- 
island ;  that  none  presume  to  be  in  mourn- 
ing for  him,  or  any  coffin  bronght ;  that 
no  person  be  suffered  to  be  on  the  scaffold 
fidth  him,  save  the  two  bailies,  the  execu- 
tioner, and  his  servants ;  that  he  he  allowed 
to  pray  to  God  Almighty,  but  not  to  speak 
to  the  people :  that  the  heads  of  Cameron 
and  John  Fowler  be  affixed  on  the  Nether- 
bow  :  that  Hackston  and  Cameron's  heads 
be  fixed  on  higher  poles  than  the  rest** 
These  orders,  vi-ith  such  as  were  before 
given  at  his  coming  into  Edinburgh,  are  so 
spiteful,  inhumane,  and  barbarous,  that  I 
wonder  how  they  were  fidlen  upon  by  the 
managers,  or  what  they  could  design  by 
theuL 

In  the  books  of  justiciary,  I  find  his 
process,  July  30th.  **  He  is  indicted,  for 
being  at  BothweU-bridge  in  the  form  above 
narrated,  and  for  drawing,  with  Mr  Richard 
Cameron  and  Mr  Donald  Cargill,  two  tres- 
sonable  papers,  the  fanatics*  covenant  tak- 
en at  Queensferry,  and  the  Sanquhar  de- 
cUiration ;  that  in  July  instant,  he  attacked 
and  fought  with  a  part  of  his  majesty's 
forces,  commanded  by  the  laird  of  Earshall, 
and  thus  levied  M'ar  against  the  king ;  and 
that  upon  May  3,  1679,  he  assaulted  James 
Archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  discharged  sev- 
eral shots  at  him  and  his  daughter,  and 
when  he  came  forth,  and  on  his  knees 
begged  mercy,  so  inhumane  and  sacrilegious 
ivas  he,  that  he  pitied  not  his  gray  hairs, 
nor  the  shrieks  of  his  daughter,  hut  mur- 
dered him  on  the  place ;  and,  in  token  of 
his  guilt,  did  not  compear  at  the  head  town 
of  the  shire,  when  ordered  so  to  do  by  the 
council's  proclamation,  upon  the  pain  of 
being  counted  accessary  to  that  murder; 
and  that  he  had  declined  the  authority  of 
the  justiciary,  and  of  his  majesty.'*  It  seems 
he  had  compeared  before  the  justiciary, 
July  28th,  and  declined  them;  and  for 
probation,  his  declinature  is  adduced  by 
the  advocate,  as  follows.  "  Edinburgh,  July 
28th,  in  presence  of  the  lords  of  justiciary, 
compeared  David  Hackston  of  Kathillet, 
and  declares  he  declined  the  king^s  autho- 
rity, and  the  authority  of  the  commission- 
ers of  justiciary,  as  his  judges,  and  obsti- 
\  nateVy  T«Cuaea  Vx>  vi^  ^^fioa  ^^^QsaSoGo^,   as 
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before  persona  who  are  not  hii 
i:  he  refuses  to  answer  anent  the 
fr  of  the  kte  archbishop  of  St  An- 
;  and  adds,  that  the  reasons  of  his 
atnre  are,  because  they  have  usurped 
remacy  over  the  church,  belonging 
to  Jesus  Christ,  and  have  established 
!y»  perjury,  and  other  iniquity  in  the 
and,  in  prosecuting  their  design,  and 
firming  themselves  in  their  usurped 
have  shed  much  innocent  blood: 
ore,  he,  as  adhering  to  Christ  his 
and  kingly  office  over  the  church, 
M  them  who  are  his  open  enemies 
impetitors  for  his  crown  and  power, 
apetent  judges,  and  refuses  to  sign 
Ndinature  dictated  from  his  mouth, 
which  the  advocate  takes  instru- 
,  and  requires  the  lords  to  sign  it  in 
resenoe;  and  the  advocate  further 
instruments,  that  the  pannel  caused 
the  word,  <  refuses  to  deny,*  and  made 
,  *  refuses  to  answer'  as  to  the  murder 
)  archbbhop  of  St  Andrews."  £x- 
d,  &c.  For  furtlier  probation,  An- 
Bruce  of  Earlshall,  and  a  soldier,  de- 
as  to  Ayrs-moss.  William  Wallace, 
It  to  the  late  archbishop,  depones,  he 
led  the  house  of  Morton,  and  Rath- 
nster  told  him,  her  brother  and  BaU 
if  Kinloch  had  been  there,  and  at  the 
er.  Abraham  Smith,  servant  to  the 
rchbishop,  depones,  he  saw  the  pannel 
light  coloured  horse,  at  some  distance 
tbe  coach,  and  that  he  took  the  same 
in  Morton  house,  and  hoped  to  have 
the  pannel  there,  who  escaped. 
Uet,  when  in  the  pannel,  again  de- 
ihe  king*8  authority,  and  adhered  to 
ifmer  declinature,  and  chaiged  the 
who  should  condemn  him,  to  answer 
it  blood;  and  refused  to  answer  or 
any  thing  anent  the  archbishop's 
:  .and  being  questioned,  if  he  made  his 
I  oat  of  the  house  of  Morton,  when 
ed  by  the  archbishop's  servant,  refiis- 
aoswer;  but  declared  he  had  made 
at  remarkable  escapes  as  that  was 
a  these  two  years. 

B  assize  brings  him  in  guilty,  and  the 
■entenee  him  to  die  that  day,  at  the 
of  £dinbuigh,Un  the  manner  we  have 
•    Tbtf  geoteoce  was  executed  with 


great  solemnity  and  severity,  though 
he  was  a  gentleman  of  good  descent,  * 

excellent  parts,  and  remarkable  piety,  and 
his  body  terribly  mangled,  and  he  dying  of 
his  wounds.  After  his  hands  were  cut  off, 
which  he  endured  with  great  firmness  and 
patience,  he  was  drawn  up  to  the  top  of 
the  gallows  with  a  pulley,  and,  when  choked 
a  little,  let  domi  alive  iidthin  the  hangman's 
reach,  who  opened  his  breast  nith  a  knife, 
and  pulled  out  his  heart,  which  moved 
upon  the  scaffold.  Tlien  the  executioner 
stuck  his  knife  in  it,  carried  it  about  the 
stage,  and  showed  it  to  the  spectators,  cry- 
ing, <  Here  is  the  heart  of  a  traitor.'  And 
then  the  rest  of  the  sentence  was  executed, 
as  above.  What  he  left  behind  him,  which 
he  would  have  spoken  at  his  death,  if  per- 
mitted, hath  been  once  and  again  printed, 
and  I  swell  not  this  work  with  it  This 
barbarous  procedure  did  very  much  dis- 
cover the  malicious  temper  of  his  perse- 
cutors, and  embittered  the  spirits  of  a  groat 
many. 

Upon  the  4th  of  August,  I  find  the  other 
two  men,  who  had  been  taken  at  Ayrs-moss, 
before  the  justiciary,  John  Malcom  of  the 
parish  of  Dairy  in  Galloway,  and  Archibald 
Alison  of  the  parish  of  Evandale  in  Clydes- 
dale. Their  indictment  runs  in  common 
form.  They  confess  they  were  at  Both- 
well-bridge^  and  at  Ayrs-moss,  and  receive 
their  sentence  to  be  hanged  at  the  Grass- 
market  upon  the  Uth  of  August  That 
day,  or,  as  other  papers  make  it,  the  13th, 
they  were  executed,  and  died  in  great  assu- 
rance and  comfortable  hopes  of  well-being. 
Their  speeches  and  testimonies  are  lately 
printed  in  the  Cloud  of  Witnesses,  and  so  I 
have  passed  them  here.  Thus  all  were  cut 
off  whom  they  catched  at  Ayrs-moss.  We 
shall  presently  meet  with  some  others  dying 
for  being  there,  who  feU  into  their  hands 
afterwards. 

When  thus  the  managers  had  despatched 
as  many  as  they  could  of  that  inconsid- 
erable handful,  surprised  and  dissipated  at 
Ayrs-moss,  this  did  not  prevent  their  going 
on  in  harassing  and  ^oiling  the  country. 
Many  parties  of  the  soldiers  had  firesh 
orders  given  them  to  search  up  and  down, 
and  quarter  in  ^dSetent  i^wns^te^^  Vc^  ^^ 
west  and  south,  ihiX  ^Jkva^  tda^X.  >a*  Vsx 
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1680   ''^^^°^*^  *^^  "^  ^^^  catch,  when  anj 
*  oftheperaecuted  party  were  heard  of. 
Thus  I  find  captain  Inglis,  with  his  troop  of 
dragfoont,  in  Au^at  and  September,  some- 
times in  one  parish,  and    sometimes    in 
another,  for  some  weeks  makings  the  most 
diligent  search  for  persons  who  had  been 
hearers  of  Mr  Cameron,  or  jet  heard  Mr 
Cargill.      And  I  cannot   help    observing 
more  than  once,  because  it  frequently  falls 
in  my  way,  that  upon  every  new  incident 
which  exasperated  the    government,  and 
brought  the  merciless  soldiers  upon  the 
poor  country,  they  not  only  looked  after 
the  persons  suspect  to  be  guilty  as  to  what 
they  came  to  search  after,  but  went  as  far 
back  as  Pentland,  yea,  I  may  say,  the  res- 
toration;   and   all  nonconformists,   every 
body  suspected  to  have  been  at  Pentland, 
all    intercommuned     persons,    conversers 
with  them,  every  one  who  was  alleged 
to  have  been  at  BothwcU,  and  all  noncom- 
pearers  at  courts,  yea,  the  very  families  and 
relations  of  such,  felt  their  fiiry  and  violence. 
In  the  parish  of  Carsfiiim,  I  find  Inglis  with 
his  men  persecuting  violently  in  Septem- 
ber.   Parties  were  continually  searching, 
by  night  and  day,  in  that  and  the  neigh- 
bouring parish  of  Dairy,  for  such  who  had 
been  hearers  of  Mr  Cameron.    The  soldiers 
were  particularly  set  upon  the  finding  out 
of  John  Frazer,  and  John  Clark,  two  pious 
worthy  country  men,  who,  they  alleged, 
had  been  very  intimate  with  Mr  Cameron. 
Frequently  the  soldiers  missed  them  very 
narrowly,  and  these  two,  as  well  as  many 
others,  were  trysted  with  very  remarkable 
and  providential  deliverances,  from  those 
who  were  hunting  after  their  life.     Several 
instances  whereof  are  before  me.    Robert 
Cannon  of  Mardrogat,  who  once  had  a 
profession  of  zeal    and    seriousness,  was 
singularly  useful  to  the  soldiers  in  discov- 
ering the  haunts  and  hiding  places  of  the 
wanderers.    This  man,  as  we  have  heard, 
was  at  Pentland,  but  was  lately  gained  by 
the  managers,  and  now  turned  pro&ne  and 
wicked :  his  lewdness,  blasphemy,  cursing, 
swearing,  cruelty  and   dissimulation,  were 
notour  in  that  country ;  and,  as  apostates 
generally  are,  he  was  very  bloody.     Ho  got 
money  at  Edinburgh,  and  undertook   to 
lead  the  soldiers  to  Mr  JRichard  Cameron. 


And  when  the  dnke  of  York  came  down 
this  winter,  he  made  his  boast,  that  he  had 
directed  Earlshall  to  him,  hot  for  any  thing 
I  can  find,  without  any  ground;  for  the 
rencounter  was  milbrneen.    About   this 
time  Cannon  is  made  collector  of  the  cess 
and  excise  in  Canrfaim,  and  the  neighbour- 
hood; and  Inglis,  Livingstone,  and  other 
commanders  of  the  parties  who  ravaged  up 
and  down,  made  their  searches,  and  did 
eveiy  thing  almost  by  his  direction.    In 
their  searches  through  that  country  the 
soldien  used  to  gather,  and  where  they 
were  unwilling,  to  seize  all  the  men  in  the 
several  country  houses  and  villages,  and 
bring  them  together  to  one  plaoe,  then  Csn- 
non  was  sent  for,  and  he  knowing  many  of 
them,  and  the  sufferers  in  those  bonndi; 
they  were  kept  or  let  go  aooording  to  ^ 
information  he  gave  about   them.     Aid 
many  such  informers  there  were  at  thi§ 
time,  in  divers  places  up  and  down.    Comti 
were  held,  when  these  searches  were  aosk- 
ing  for  Mr  Cameron's  follower*,  in  tbe 
terms  of  the  proclamation  last  spoken  d 
The  most  part  of  the  heritors  were  unwill- 
ing to  obtemper  the  proclamation,  and  the 
officers  of  the  forces  took  this  work  is 
their  hands,  and  great  multitudes  were  pot 
to  their  oath  in  a  most  arlntrary  manDfr, 
and  their  inquiries  were  extended  to  all  the 
branches  of  nonconformity.    The  offiem 
made  their  mercat  npon  absents  and  tnch 
as  came  not.     Courts  of  this  nature  wen 
held  at  New  Chdloway,  and  other  places 
this  harvest. 

Meanwhile,  Mr  Donald  CaigiU,  the 
other  minister  concerned  in  Sanquhar  de- 
claration, and  now  the  only  remaining 
preacher  at  field-conventides,  is  wandering 
up  and  down  as  he  best  might,  and  now 
and  then  preaching  in  places  at  greatest 
distance  from  the  soldiers.  In  September 
this  year,  he  had  a  large  meeting  at  the 
Tor-wood  in  Stirlingshire,  where,  without 
any  concert,  and  to  the  surprise  of  many, 
he  pronounced  the  sentence  of  the  highest 
excommunication  upon  many  of  the  most 
eminent  persecutors  of  the  Lord's  people. 
This  step  of  his  was  approven  by  none  that 
I  know  of,  but  his  own  followers,  who  now 
set  up  themselves  in  distinction  from  the 
\  re«t  oC  ^«  \st«iiiy]\)eRHDA  in  Sootland,  and 
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rafoMd  to  partake  in  ordinances  dispenf ed 
hj  Mkj  preabjrterian  minister,  till  Sir  James 
Renwick  came  home  to  tliem  fromHol- 
land,  about  three  or  four  years  after  this. 
The  abstract  of  this  unprecedented  ezoom- 
monicationy  plainly  disagreeahle  to  the 
rules  of  this  church,  and  our  known  pres- 
byterian  principles,  the  reader  will  find 
in  the  Hind  let  Loose,  page  138,  and  the  ; 
form  of  it,  in  the  Cloud  of  Witnesses,  page  i 
265.  ! 

I 

By  papers  before  me,  I  find  Mr  Cargill 
IsRtored,  after  a  pre&ce  wherein  he  gave 
some  account  of  liis  design,  upon  Ezek. 
snL  85,  26,  27,  and  preached  from  1  Cor. 
T.  13^  and  then  went  forward  to  denounce 
the  highest  sentence  upon  the  king,  the 
dnke  of  York,  the  dukes  of  Monmouth, 
Lauderdale,  and  Rothes,  general  Dalziel, 
asd  the  advocate.  And  in  the  afternoon, 
he  preached  from  Lam.  iii.  32.  I  shall  give 
BO  abstract  of  the  sermons,  we  may  easily 
the  strain  they  ran  upon, 
step  of  Mr  Cai^^l's  hath  been  mat- 
ter of  much  reproach  and  ludibry  to  the 
enemies  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  whereas 
they  do  but  expose  themselves  in  charging 
it  upon  other  presbyterians,  since  every 
body  knew  Mr  Cai^fill  was  perfectly  alone 
in  this  matter.  However,  I  cannot  but 
remark  here,  that  the  jeerings  and  soofis 
upon  this  step,  came  very  awkwardly  from 
the  months  and  pens  of  the  asserters  of  the 
hierarchy  and  canons,  and  advocates  for 
the  practices  of  the  church  of  England. 
Both  our  Scots  canons  1630,  and  the  Eng- 
lish canons  begin  with  anathemas  against 
all  who  do  any  thing  against  the  govern- 
ment by  archbishops  and  bishops,  &c.  by 
which,  not  only  the  parliaments  of  both 
kingdoms,  but  even  their  blessed  martyr 
king  Charles  himself,  ex  post  facto,  comes 
hi  under  their  solemn  excommunication. 
And  in  Ireland  and  elsewhere,  they  did  ac- 
tnally  ezcommunirate  many  worthy  min- 
isten,  and  others  eminent  for  religion, 
learning,  and  usefulness ;  to  say  nothing  of 
the  alnr  this  casts  upon  all  the  reformed 
chorohes.  Neither  shall  I  add  anything 
upon  these  people*8  common  prostitutions 
of  that  awful  and  tremendous  sentence,  in 
caaea  which  relate  to  the  smallest  trifling 
civil  BMitten^  while  in  the  meantime  the 


lesser  excommunication,  the  rail  our  . 

Lord  hath  set  about  the  holy  mjrstery 
of  his  supper,  is  perfectly  neglected,  and  peo- 
ple every  way  unfit,  forced  to  participate,  as 
a  test  for  their  admission  to  civil  places.  I 
know  these  scandalous  prostitutions  of  holy 
things,  are  a  burden  to  the  better  sort  in 
England  and  Ireland;  yet  the  reflection 
upon  them,  and  their  own  share  in  con* 
tinning  these  abuses,  ought,  methinks,  to 
silence  the  high  fliers,  and  restrain  them 
from  their  invectives  upon  presbyterians, 
as  to  this  matter  I  am  now  upon.  These 
observes  are  not  made  to  vindicate  Mr 
Cargill's  practice,  but,  if  possible,  in  time 
coming,  to  prevent  railing  against  this 
church  upon  this  score,  who  are  indeed  no 
way  concerned  in  it.  And  it  wa^i  pro- 
nounced upon  persons  of  a  quite  dift'ereiit 
character  and  practice  from  such,  whom 
the  persons  they  admire  have  anatliema- 
tizcd.  After  all  it  was  observed,  that  mot<t 
of  the  persons  exconununicated  at  tiiis 
time,  had  somewhat  remarkable  in  their 
exit,  though  that  may  be  far  better  lodged 
at  the  door  of  their  own  loose  lives  and 
practices,  than  of  this  sentence.  Tbis  step 
did  further  exasperate  the  government 
against  the  persecuted  party,  yea,  though 
verygroundlessly,  against  all  presbyterians. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  year  there  are 
others  executed  for  field  conventichm,  and 
being  at  Ayrs-moss.  After  the  duke  of 
York  came  down  in  October,  the  pcrsetiu- 
tion  turned  yet  more  severe.  1  shall  only 
hint  at  the  processes  of  iMr  Skene,  Archi- 
bald Stuart,  and  John  Potter,  and  leave 
several  other  things  might  be  brought  in 
here,  to  the  huit  section. 

Mr  James  Skene,  brother  to  the  laird  of 
Skene,  in  Aberdeenshire,  was  seized  in 
November.  He  was  but  lately  brought 
over  to  follow  the  gospel  preached  by  pres- 
byterian  ministers;  and  coming  south  not 
many  weeks  ago,  fell  in  with  some  of  Mr 
Cargill's  followers,  and  upon  hearing  him 
was  much  taken,  and  for  some  little  time 
he  haunted  his  sermons,  but  was  no  way 
concerned  in  Bothwell,  Ajnrs-moss,  or  Toiv 
wood  excommunication,  these  all  l>eing 
before  he  came  south.  He  was  soon  in- 
formed against,  and  taken  u^  aa  s^  \\«9x«c  <)iC 
Mr  CargilL    ^'^eu  \>to\k%\i\.  N*«^w*  >>^ft 
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lAfiO  ^'^^^"'^^  ^^^  coald  only  be  staged  for 
'  lieariog-  Mr  Caipll,  which  he  owned* 
af  likewise  his  opinion  anent  the  lawfolness 
of  the  risinff  at  Both  well,  and  Ayra-moss, 
and  did  not  disapprove  of  the  Sanquhar  and 
Queensferry  papers.    Upon  which  he  was 
remitted  to  the  justiciary  to  be  tried  for  his 
life,  thou^,  except  in  point  of  opinion,  he 
H'as  accessary  to  none  of  these.    His  ex- 
amination, letters,  and  testimony  are  lately 
published  in  the  Cloud  of  Witnesses ;  and 
some  of  his  ways  of  expressins^f  of  himself 
as  to  those  heads  he  was  but  lately  ac- 
quainted with,  in  his  ierFent  seal,  are  so 
liable  to  exception,  that  the  ooilecrtors  of 
that  book  find  it  proper  to  caution  their 
readers    with   some   marginal    notes,  for 
clearing  the  sense  in  which  they  would 
have  them  taken.    I  am  very  unwilling 
to  say  any   thing    that   may  seem    harsh 
upon  the  expressions  of  any  of  these,  who^ 
from  a  sincere  regard  to  the  truth,  Buffered 
in  this  period ;  no  doubt  some  of  them  were 
liable  to  mistakes  in  some  things;  for  my 
share,  I  cannot  but  lothe  the  seyerity,  craft, 
asd  cunniug  of  the  persecutors,  which  drove 
them  to  such  a  length  in  those  matters, 
which  I  yet  cannot  see  how  to  vindicate. 
Certainly  there  is  a  remarkable  difference 
bctn'ixt  the  testimonies  of  those  who  died 
alter  Pentiand,  and,  generally  speaking,  till 
this  year,  and  these  which  now  come  upon 
the  ield ;  and  sometimes  I  wonder  to  find 
mmid  lealous    and  serious    persons,  after 
this,   in    their    papers   adhering    to    the 
testimonies   given    at  Pentiand,  and    yet 
now  running  to  a  strain  far  different  from 
these.    No  doubt  matters  were  considerably 
changed  to  the  worse  in  fourteen  years' 
time,  but  as  far  as  I  can  yet  see,  the  prin- 
ciples now  advanced,  would  have  led  the 
owners  of  them  some  further  than  these 
who  went  before  saw  proper  to  go,  had 
they  suffered  in  their  time.    As  to  such 
who  drew  these  testimonies,  I  am  apt  to 
think,  they  were  so  straitened  in  prisons 
and  irons,  and  hindered  frwn  a  full  ponder- 
ing of  what  they  left  behind  them,  by  the 
deep  impressions  they  were  under  of  the 
wickedness  of  the  present  courses,    that 
they  have  not  adverted  to  the  considerable 
difference  betwixt  the  former  testimonies 


were  not  indeed  in  case  to  drasr  papors 
themselves,  and  I  am  iuforoMd,  had  their 
testimonies  writ  for  them  by  some  of  the 
warmest  of  their  way,  and  ^iprored  the 
draught  when  read  to  them,  are  yet  less  to 
be  considered  here.     I  am  apprehensive 
the  oommon  enemies  to,  and  slanderen  of 
these  sufferers  will  notice  this,  an  likewise 
their  waving  of  several  things  before  the 
council  and  justiciary,  in  which  they  came 
to  be  very  potdtive  when  going  into  eter- 
nity, now  when  they  are  at  such  length 
published  in  the  Cloud  of  Witnesses;  other* 
wise  I  should  have  been  altogether  silent 
upon  this  head.    And  therefore  upon  this 
occasion,  once  for  all,  1  take  the  liberty  to 
notice,  that  the  party  who  published  them, 
and  the  collectors  of  the  Cloud  of  Witnei* 
ses,  have  not  duly  considered  the  coiiss- 
qnences  of  propaling  such  a  collection  of 
letters,  answers,  and  testimonies,  in  soeh 
an  age  as  this  is,  and  what  advaataf^ 
their  adversaries,  and  the  common  enemiei 
of  religion  may  make  of  several  expressioos 
in  them  now  made  public;  and  however 
they    may    please    themselves    with    ths 
thoughts,  that  their  own  party  is  strength- 
ened, by  picking  out,  and  exposing  to  ths 
world  the  papers  in  that  book,  and  paifr* 
ing  not  a  few  of  a  more  moderate  strsis, 
yet  I  am  obliged  to  add,  that  I  fear  ia 
the  issue  it  be  no  great  service  to  tht 
interests  of  religion,  and  the  kingdom  of 
Christ    1  know  defences  and  explicatioBS 
may  be  given  of  unguarded  expivssions, 
which  may  give  the  greatest  handle  to  sack 
a'ho  seek  it;  but  I  doubt  if  even  these  will 
fully  take  off  what  may  be  olyected  againi4 
theuL     It  is  certain,  and  they  know  it 
better  than  I,  that  Mr  Benwick  himself 
and  others  when  they  came  to  more  calm 
and  solid  views  of  matters  in  their  after 
papers,  smoothed  several   expressioos  io 
the  declarations  and  testimonies  of  this  dav, 
and  gave  the  sense,  wherein  they  approved 
and  adhered  to  them  in  fisr  more  moderate 
expressions;  and  one  would  have  expected 
that  when  it  did  appear  that  such  unguard- 
ed ways  of  speaking  were  known  to  be 
matter  of  reproach  and  upcast  to  enemies, 
as  well  as  sorrow  and  offence  to  friends, 
such  a  collection  wholly  upon  the  one  side, 


Mad  theirs.    Others  of  the  sufferers,  wWVwou\^iiot\ia?t«\)«wEk\»Tad(Miiad.^|abli8hed; 
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^  I  am  of  opiiiioiiy  tho  ezpomng  them  u 
J  have  done,  will  be  of  no  servioe  to 
nuelvea,  oondderad  as  a  party.  They 
'6  indeed  tlv»  aaturanoe,  pref.  p<  SI,  to 
re  off  the  noble  earl  of  Ax]^le,and  other 
rthiei,  from  the  number  of  enfferen  for 
Bbyterian  gOTemment,  allowinf^  them  to 
■lartyra  for  the  proteetant  religion,  be* 
ae  their  teatimoniea  (as  they  conceive) 
m  not  concerted  according  to  the  true 
:•  of  the  quarrel.  But  I  am  persuaded, 
I  innuendo  will  never  lessen  the  fixed 
I  glorious  character  of  those  excellent 
■oub  ;  however,  it  may  give  some  people 

0  wish  none  of  us  well,  occasion  to  say, 
t  tiie  state  of  the  quarrel  they  are  so 
d  of,  must  be  somewhat  different  from 

protectant  religion.  The  rest  of  the 
Rrtvrs  in  this  church,  who  adhered  to 
'Mmnd  and  real  preHbyterian  and  refor- 
lioii  principles  of  this  church,  must  not 
cording  to  them)  come  in  for  a  share  in 

1  atate  of  the  quarrel ;  and  I  am  of  opin- 
p  tiiey  would  not  have  been  fond  of 
tfaig  their  sufferings  as  some  in  this  col- 
ion  have  done.  I  shall  only  wish  that 
dits  and  prelatists  may  have  no  ground 
m  what  is  gathered  together  here,  to 
ipatter  the  protestant  reUgion,  and  pres- 
jerians  in  the  general.  I  have  made  this 
leetion,  not  as  a  tach  upon  the  persons 

0  raffered  in  the  period  before  roe,  for  I 
Mnsible  much  may  be  said  in  their  dc- 

tm,  at  least  for  alleviating  what  heights 
ff  went  to,  which,  in  the  meantime,  n-ill 
If  lessen  the  indiscretion  of  publiKhing  uU 
y  have  UTit  and  said;  but  merely  to 
iVent,  if  possible,  the  ill  consequences 
icli  may  follow  to  religion  in  general, 

1  to  take  away  any  oiH»sion  some  may 
lee  take  of  charging  this  church  with 
ijtt  is  now  published,  as  the  sentiments 
preabyterians. 

But  to  return  to  Mr  Skene,  I  shall  first 
vwhat  hints  I  meet  with  in  the  council- 
wrds  about  him  and  his  fellow-Hufferers, 
]  then  the  state  of  their  process  from  the 
iticiary- books.  November  l.'Sth,  the 
mcil  meet  extraordinarily,  upon  notice 
It  some  prisoners  are  sent  in  by  the  gen- 
d;  and  James  Skene,  Aruhilmld  Stuurt-, 
d  John  Spreul,  are  before  them,  and  ex- 
lined.     Their  Rntfwenf  arc  not  rcrordrd. 


but  said  to  be  in  «cn/»h>.  At  this  time, 
1  find  few  of  the  examinations  of  per- 
sons before  them  are  recorded  i  n  the  registers, 
and  so  I  can  give  the  less  account  of  them, 
save  in  cases  when  produced  by  the  advocate 
before  the  criminal  court,  as  proofs  of  their 
indictment      We  shall    afterwards    meet 
with  Mr  8preul,  and  one  Robert  Hanul- 
ton,  processed  with  him,  and  I  delay  giving 
any  account  of  them  till  it  come  in  next 
year.    At  the  same  time,  Harvey,  a  woman 
in  Boarowstonness,  is  before  the  council; 
and  refoses  to  answer.    "  They  are  all  re* 
mitted  to  the  justices,  that  they  may  call 
them  before  them  in  a  fenced  court,  asd 
take  their  judicial  confession;    and  their 
confession  before  the  council  is  ordered  to 
be  sent  to  the  clerk  of  the  justiciary.   That 
same  day,  post  meridiem^  a  commissioB  is 
granted  to  the  earl  of  Linlithgow,  Perth, 
Lord    Ross,    treasure -depute,     advocate, 
justice-clerk,  and  the  general,  to  meet  on 
Monday,  and  call  before  them  James  Skene^ 
and  the  other  prisoners,  and  if  they  find 
them  disingenuous,  as  to  the  discovery  of 
the  harbourers  of  Mr  Donald  Cargill,  that 
they  examine  them  by  torture,  and  report 
November   15th,    they   report  they    had 
examined  Archibald    Stuart    by   torture, 
prout  in  scriptis.    The  council  ordain  him 
further  to  be  examined,  if  John  Spreol 
was  in  company  with  him,  and  Cat^gill,  .on 
Tlmrsday  last,  and  the  advocate  is  ordered 
to  form  a  dittay  against  James  Skene  upon 
his  confession;  and  November  18th,  war* 
rant  is  granted  to  advocates  to  plead  for 
Mr  Skene  and  the  other  prisoners,  and 
the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh  are  permitted 
to  allow  them  free  prison  and  converse." 
Mr  Skene  is  before  the  justiciary  Noveaa- 
ber  22d  where  he  is  indicted,  "that  he  treap 
sonably  owned  the  rebels  at  Bothwell,  and 
Ayrs-moss,  and  ratihabited  the  same  before 
his  royal  highness  and  council,  as  well  as 
the  pro<;lamutions  at  Rntheixlen  and  San- 
quhar, and  owned  the  wicked  and  treason- 
able excommunication  at  Torwood.*'    For 
proiiation  was  adduced  his  own  signed  con- 
fession, which  he  now  adhered  to  before 
the  court    Tliey  sentence  him  to  be  hanged 
at  the  cross,  upon  the  34th,  and  his  head  to 
be  afterward  cut  (^,W\.  I^i*  cwkm^  ^mt 
ponsc  witAi  tVis  ai\^  «>iii©  oVVvet  ^^tCMSOr 
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IQfyn  stances  of  his  sentence,  and  ftUowbim 
to  be  buried.     Upon  bis  petition  to 
the  oooncily  he  obtained  a  reprieve  for  ei^^ht 
day«y  that  he  might  consider  what  be  said. 
It  was  said,  tliat  a  person  who  was  very 
warm,  and   bad  g^reat  weight  with  him, 
charged  him  to  stand  to    his  confession 
before  the  council,  and  not  retract,  and 
urged  peculiar  arguments,  otherwise    he 
might  have  been  brought  to  some  con- 
descensions.   What  was  in  this  I  know 
not,  but  [  find  him  expressing  himself  upon 
this  head,  in  an  original  letter  to  Mr  Wal- 
ter Smith,  in  my  hands,  to  this  purpose. 
"  Ah  for  my  simplicity  in  yielding  to  car- 
nal relations  to  the  wounding  my  heart, 
I  leave  you  to  my  testimony.    My  suffer- 
ing shall,  I  hope,  be  my  joy;  my  remission 
would  be  easily  had,  but  I  will  not  accept 
since  I  have  done  no  wrong.    He  hath 
remitted  and  pardoned  all  my  backslidiiigs, 
and  refreshed  my  soul   many  times  this 
day,    November    30th,    1680."      He    was 
hanged  with  other  two  T  shall  just  now  speak 
of,  December  1st,  merely  for  his  professed 
opinion,  without  any  act  charged  upon  him. 
1u  his  papers  left  behind  him,  and,  as  hath 
been   noticed,  now  published,  Mr   Skene 
charges  Mr  John    Carstairs  with  cilling 
liim  a  Jesuit     Mr  Carstairs,  as  shall  be 
noticed  in  the  next  section,  <*ame  to  some 
trouble  about  this  time,  and  disowned  Mr 
Skene's    tenets,    and    owned    the    king's 
authority.     In  charity  I  shall  believe,  that 
Mr  Skene  was  informed,  that  the  reverend 
Mr  (.^arstairs  had   t^aid  so;  but  the  same 
charity,  and  Mr  Clarstairs'  known  tender^ 
ness  and  temper,  forbids  me  to  believe  he 
said  so.     Some  ignorant  person  hath  in- 
formed Mr  Skene  of  this,  and  thereupon  he 
leaves  his  blood  upon  Mr  Carstairs,  as  well 
as  the  duke  of  York,  and  other  persecutors. 
Mr  Skene  likewise  notices,  that  the  coun- 
cil offered  him  a  delivery,  if  he  would  sub- 
mit to  the  duke  and  council's  mercy ;  what 
the  import  of  this  was  I  do  not  know,  but 
in  the  ordinary  s<Mise  of  the  words,  it  needs 
some  explication  to  make  the  refusing  of  it 
tenable.     1  know  well,  by  subdulous  pro> 
posals,  and   captious  questions,  great  en- 
deavours were  used  to  shake  the  sufferers ; 
und  their  difficulties  were  great  who  came 
before  courts  at  this  time.     And  1  am  very 


fiur  from  peremptory  judging  tfaia  gentle- 
man or  others,  not  fully  knowing  thrir  cir- 
comstanoes,  but  I  most  bhme  the  propaling 
those  things  to  the  worid,  without  obviating 
the  bad  improTement  adTenaries  may 
make  of  then.  This,  and  sereral  other 
things  I  have  noticed,  make  me  wish  the 
consequences  of  publishing  private  letten; 
and  other  unripe  papers,  had  been  more 
pondered  before  it  had  been  ventured  on. 

November  24th,  I  find  John  Potter  fir- 
mer in  Uphall  in  West-Lothian,  and  Ardi- 
bald  Stuart  of  Borrowstonneas,  staged  be- 
fore the  justiciary.    The  last  was  at  Ayn- 
moss,  but  the  first  had  not  been  in  arms, 
and  they  had  nothing  to  lay  to  bis  cfaar;re 
but  hearing  Mr  Cai)fill,  and  his  opinion  hi 
owning  the   Sanquhar  declaration.     They 
are  indicted  for  ratihabiting  and  approrios^ 
of  Bothweli  rising,  and  the  other  rebellion 
carried  on  by  Mr  Cameron   and    David 
Ilackston  of  Rathillet,  for  being  at  Ayr»- 
moss,  at  Torwood ;  and  that  they  and  their 
accomplices,  to  the  number  of  30^  among 
whom  were  Mr  Richard  Cameron  and  Bfr 
Thomas  Douglas,  at  a  muir  near  Gallowar, 
did  in  summer  last  enter  most  treasonably 
into    a    bond,    league,   and    combination 
among  themselves,  not  only  without  n-ar- 
rant,  but  contrary  to  law,  wherein  they 
shook  off  their  allegiance  to  his  majesty, 
and  treated  of  matters  of  church  and  state     I 
treasonably,  their  subscription    to  which 
they  had  judicially  owned.    The  tenor  of 
this  bond  is  set  down  page  218;  the  pro- 
bation was,  their  own  confession  of  several 
of  the  articles  libelled  before  the  eonndL 
Archibald  Stuart  had  been  put  to  the  tor- 
ture by  order  of  council,  aud  a  confessioB 
of  his  being  at  Ayrs-moss  vi-as  extorted, 
and  he  likewise  discovered  a  great  many 
of  Mr  C^rgill's  haunts,  and  places  of  hidiog. 
Their  sentence  is,  to  be  hanged  at  tb« 
market  cross  of  Edinburgh,  December  1st, 
and  accordingly  Mr  Skene,  and  these  two 
M'ere    executed.    The  testimonies  left  be- 
hind them  the  reader  will  find    in    the 
Cloud  of  Witnesses. 

Thus  this  year  ended  with  blood,  and  we 
shall  find  the  following  year  beginnini: 
with  shedding  more  blood  on  these  same 
accounts.  I  come  now  to  end  this  s<*c- 
\.\OTv,  V\\\\  \\\t  ivLxN^kftT  procedure   of  the 
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vanagen  againtt  Mr  Cargill  and  his  fol- 
owen,  at  this  time.  We  have  already 
ward  of  Mr  CargiU^a  ezoommunication, 
rhich  could  not  but  irritate  the  gfovem- 
aent.  We  shall  also  afterwards  hear,  that 
hey  were  galled  with  some  hooks  and 
lamphlets,  lately  imported  Irom  Holland ; 
tad  the  apprehensions  of  attacks  designed 
ipon  some  of  their  persons,  heightened  aU. 
\ooordingly,  November  13th,  powers  are 
prguited  to  Linlithgow,  bishop  of  Edin- 
mrgh,  and  others,  to  search  for  Mr  Cargill, 
ind  seise  such  who  have  reset  or  conversed 
idth  him.  It  seems,  they  were  informed 
lia  was  in  Edinburgh.  Next  day,  Robert 
Hamilton,  son  to  tlie  chamberlain  of  Kin- 
neil,  is  taken  up  as  having  been  at  the  con- 
i^aiiticles  of  Torwood  and  Largo4aw. 

November  22d,  the  council  publish  a 
Hry  severe  proclamation  against  fanatical 
e^BSpirators,  &c.  which  is  inserted  below.* 


•  Prodamatiou,  Xmvniber  22d,  1690. 
Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Grpat 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 

Sith ;  to  our  lyoti 

Dg  at  arms,  his  brethren,  hcraldn,  macers  of 
•ar  privy  coancil,  pumuivaiitH,  or  mensengen 
S(  amwt  our  ■berirfA  in  that  part,  conjunctly 
and    aeverally,    specially   constitute,    greeting. 
Parasmncb  as,  dnce  the  extraordinary  mercy  of 
Gad  in  otir  wonderful  mtoration,  we  have 
taken  all  care  to  preserve  our  subjects  in  peace, 
and   tbe  protestant  religion  in  its  purity,   bv 
■Mb  wlMHesome  lawa,  a«t  at  the  desire  and  with 
iIm  consent  of  our  parliaments  have  been  en- 
acted ;  yet  such  hath  been  the  impious  and  un- 
wearied   attempts  of  a  schismatical  and  un- 
Mvemable  party  of  our  undutiful  subjects,  to 
disturb  the  former,  and  to  overturn  the  latter, 
tbmt  they  have  often  engnged  themRelves  in  open 
JoBurrections,  and  avowed  rebellions,  against  us 
and  our  authoi'ity,  pretending  to  found  these 
their  rebellions  upon   their  treasonable  cove- 
■snts ;  and  particularly,  after  the  horrid  and 
cruel  murder  of  the  late  archbishop  of  St  An- 
drews, a  violent  and  execrable  rebellion  was 
esoinienced  in  the  year  1679,  which  was  de- 
clsrad,  by  them  who  raised  it,  to  be  undertaken 
and  carried  on,  for  promoting  the  ends  of  their 
■editlous  covenants.     After  the  Kuppressing  of 
the  which  rebellion,    by  the  blessing  of  God 
open  our  arms,  such   wa«  our  primly  clem- 
ency, as  by  solemn  acts  of  grace,  not  only  to 
pardon  and  indemnify  the  guilty,  but  even  to 
iiadulge  tliem  to  Iceep  house  corivpiiticles,  upon 
the  easy  terms  and  conditions  contained  in  our 
royal  proclamation,   of  the  date,  at  Whitehall 
the  fi9th  of  June,   1679,    whereby  we  might 
naaonably  have    expecte<l,    thut    their    minds 
Iwing  eased,  they  might  have  been  brought,  if 
not  to  a  regular  and  dutiful  obedience  to  our 
laws,  yet  to  a  quiet  and  p«ai«able  submission  to 
our    government;     notwithstanding    whereof, 
and  of  our  gnwioua  hidcmuitin,  /ii  voum,  and 


This  proclamation  is  artfully  enough 
drawn,  and  contains  a  deduction  of     "^   ' 
things  speciously  set  together  to  load  the 
sufferers    as    guilty  of   very  evil  things. 

indulgences  which  have  been  as  oft  renewed, 
as  their  insolences,  murders,  and  treasons,  have 
been  repeated,  such  hath  been  the  perverseness 
of  some  turbulent  and  fanatical  persons,  that 
many  of  them  continue  and  persist,  aooerding  to 
their  old  dangerous  principles,  not  only  to  fre- 
quent seditious  field  conventicles,  which,  as  our 
laws  have  declared,  so  in  experience  have  they 
been  found  to  be  the  rendezvouses  of  rebellion, 
(their  insurrections  against  us  and  our  author- 
ity in  the  yeiuv  1666  and    1679,  bavin;  been 
nothing  else  but  so  many  running  and  continued 
field   conventicles,)  but  also  having,    togetlier 
with  the  fear  of  God,  shaken  off  tne  sense  of 
tlieir  all^ianoe  unto  us,  and  the  reverence  and 
regard  they  owe  to  our  laws  and  government, 
have  entered  into  an  execrable  plot  and  con- 
spiracy, to  murder  our  royal  person,  our  dear 
and  only  brother,  with  our  chief  ministsra  of 
state,  our  privy  counsellors,  and  bishops,  and  all 
such  as  are  employed  In  any  trust  and  author* 
ity  under   us,  to  aubvert  our  monarchy  and 
government,  to  destroy  this  protestant  cnurcb 
with  its  officers  and  ministers,  to  introduce  a 
new  model  of  civil  and  eedesiastic  goTernmeut, 
and  to  alter  and  innovate  tbe  fundamental  laws 
of  this  our  ancient  kingdom,  being  prepared  and 
inatmcted  to  this  hellish  conspiracy,  by  theiie 
treasonable  pamphlets,  intituled,  Mwphtiui,  J  us 
Populi,  The  Apologetic  Narration,  &&  where- 
by they  have  been  taught  to    take  np   arms 
against  us^  as  being  loosed  from  their  allegiance, 
and  empowered  by  the  mistaken  example  of 
Phinehas,  to  kill  an  such  as  differed  from  them, 
and  opposed  their  covenants,  and  tliereby  allow- 
ing, not  onlv  open  rebellions,  but  (which  is 
more  terrible)  even  private  murders  and  assas- 
sinations ;  and  upon  which,  they  have  proceeded 
to  wound,  rob,  and  assassinate  our  orthodox 
and  protestant  ministers,  merely  for  preaching 
protestant  and  loyal  doctrine,  and  in  cold  blood 
(with  a  cruelty  exceeding  that  of  hoatliens)  to 
murder  tbe  late  venerable  primate  of  that  our 
kingdom,  as  also  our  soldiers  for  levying  the 
supply  granted  bylaw  unto  us;  of  which  hellish 
plot  and  conspiracy  we  have  sufficient  and  con- 
vincing evidence,  particularly  from  their  pro- 
die  ious  and  treasonable  covenant,  found  with 
Mr  Donald  Cargill  Tone  of  their  most  seditious 
preachers)  on  the  third  of  June  last ;  wherein 
they  declared  us  an  usurper,  and  the  deviPs  vice- 
gerent, and  that  tlie  laws  and  acts  of  our  parlia- 
ments were  invasions  and  encroachmeota  upon 
Jesus  Christ,  and  that  they  would  set  ud  new 
rulers  to  govern  by  the  iudidal  law  of  Mosei*, 
from  their  treasonable  declaration  affixed  upon 
tbe  market-cross,  and  other  places  of  our  burgh 
of  Sanquhar,  on  the  82d  of  June  last,  whenln 
they  disown  us  to  be  their  king,  and  calling 
themselves  the  representatives  of  the  true  iires- 
byterlan   and  covenanted  people  of  Scotland, 
decJare  an  open  war  against  nt,  and  all  our  loval 
and  dutiful  subjects,  from  a  most  treasoiiablo 
bond  and  combination,  found  among  the  pafiers 
of  that  arch-traitor,  Mr  Hirhard  Cameron,  at 
his  death,  at  the  fight  at  Ayra-mosa;  ^httxifi.Vw 
they  declare  u»  an  viaur^^,   auA   v\ie\f«ftV««^ 
loosed  from  lhc\r  tt\\e^\u\we  uwVo  M5fc,VwcakMaPt  -«* 
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iiwa  '^^  '^'^  dednction  of  mitten  of 
hct  pointed  at  in  it»  already  giren  in 
this  hifltory,  will  take  off  any  impretaioiis 
that  the  nanutiTe  may  IcaFep  and  so  I  need 
say  the  lest  apon  this  paper.  It  needs  no 
refntation,  when  the  penner  of  the  prodfr' 


will  not  promote  the  ends  of  their  seditloas  co- 
▼enants ;    which  Kditious  bond  it  it^^ed   by 
TboBDMB  DoufUi,  pretended  miniater  of  the  cok- 
pel,  -— —  Cameron,  brother  to   the  laid    rar 
Kfchard,  John  VmlUnge,  Daniel    M'Mltchel, 
Thomas    Campbell.    J^bn     Moodie,    Patrick 
Gamil,  James  Stuart,  and  many  others  their  ac- 
complices; and  by  their  anexsmpled  and  sacri- 
leidoQs  ezcommanicatinf  of  us,  our  dearest  bro- 
ther, and  oar  chief  ministers  and  officers,  by  the 
said  Mr   Donald  Cargill,  at  a  numerous  field 
eonventirle  at  the  Torvrood  in  Stirlingshire,  in 
the  month  of  October.     Which  impious  mock- 
sentence  of  excommunication  they  caused  affix 
upon  some  public  places  in  our  city  of  Edln- 
bunh,  and  which  is  clearly  proven  by  the  depo- 
sitions of  many  of  their  associates,  and  the  Judi- 
cial confessions  of  some  of  their  ringleaders, 
before  our  privy  council,  to  have  been  pronounc- 
ed by  the  said  Cargill,  day  and  place  aforesaid ; 
aind  by  which  mock-excommunicatlon.  and  the 
foresaw  declaration  of  war  at  Sanquhar,  they 
endeavour  to  justify  the  lawfulness  of  killing 
US,  and  our  faithful  ministers  and  subjects.  The 
originals  of  all  which  papers  herein  mentioned 
lie  In  the  hands  (»f  the  clerks  of  our  privy  council, 
and  justice-court,  to  be  forth-citming,  for  the 
satisfying  of  all  our  good  subjects,  concerning 
the    truth  of   the    premisses.     Moreover,    the 
truth  and  reality  of  this  cruel,  bloody,  treason- 
able and  horrid  plot  and  conspiracy,  is  further 
evident,  by  the  declaration,  and  free  confession 
of  James  Skene,  brother  to  the  late  laird   of 
Skene,    Archibald  Stuart  in    Borrowstonness, 
John  Potter,  late  servant  to  the  lord  Cardross, 
who,  openly,  and  in  the  face  of  our  privy  coun- 
cil, have  avowed  and  declared  their  owning  of, 
and  adherence  unto  the  treasonable  covenant 
foresaid,  found  with  Mr  Donald  Caivill,  that 
execrable  declaration  at  Sanquhar,  ana  bond  of 
cumbinaiiun  aforesaid,  (whicJi  bond  of  combi- 
nation hath  been  owned  by  the  said  John  Potter, 
in  presence  of  our  privy  council,  and  his  sub- 
scription  subjoined  to  it,)  and  that  treasonable 
and  impious  excommunication  at  Torwood,  and, 
with  Imre  faces,  assert  the  lawfulness  of  killing 
us  their  sovereign,  our  dear  and  only  brother, 
our  uiinibtei'rt,  biMhops  and  judges;  and  that  it 
is  their  dutv  to  kill  us  and    them,  according  as 
they  shall  have  power  and   opportunity ;  and 
who  seemed  to  have  met  together,  in  our  city  of 
Ediuhurgli,  on  Thursday  the  Ilth  of  this  in- 
stant  November,  to  consult  with  Mr   Donald 
Cargill,  the  best  metbtMlft  for  putting  the  said 
abouiinable    and    helliKh     plot    In     exerutiun. 
Therefore,  and  to  jirevent  the  imminent  danger 
to  which  our  royal  person,  our  dear  and  only 
brother,  our  government.  niiiii.Htem  and  laws, 
the  church  and  protcRtiuit  religion  are  exposed, 
bv   the  bold  and   iiicetoant  attempts,  and  the 
bloody  artiflres  and  contrivances  of  these  villan- 
ous  and  laiiatirail  conspirators,  do  hereby,  with 
mdvicK  of  our  privy   council,  declare  all  these 
forcuuwLtl  vonspirdton  and  ]>lotter8,  to  be  o\veu  \ 


nation  brio^  the  king  in  as  careful  to  pre- 
serve the  protsstant  religion  in  its  purity 
Care  is  taken  in  what  follows,  to  confound 
these  concerned  in  Pentlaod  and  Bothweli, 
with  the  penons  who  made  the  attempt  on 
the  primate,  and  puhlished  the  Sanquhar 


and  notorious  traitors,  and  rebels  against  un  sfrf 
our  authority,  they  having  boeo  In  anna  agaisit 
us,  for  which  they  wcrt  declared  traitors  by  oor 
proclamation  dated  the  last  of  June,  1090,  em- 
powering and  requiring  all  our  g«od  wu^|euts  Is 
treat  them  as  auch,  and  we  do  hcnby  nqoin 
and  command  all  our  lovinc  suljectM,  as  they 
will  be  answerable  to  us  on  their  allcgtanes,  is 
do  tbrir  utmost  dlligenco  to  dlseovcr  and  mrIi 
out  this  fanatical  and  bloody  plot  to  the  bottom, 
and  to  selie  and  apprehend  tiicoe  traitors,  ran- 
splratom,  and  plettcrs,  and  all  their  CnwheNV 
aseociates  and  acoomplioet,  particularly  such  of 
them  as  are  named  and  mentioned  in  this,  and 
in  our  foresaid  proclamation  of  the  last  of  Jaas, 
1680,  and  to  Imprison  them  in  the  next  osbts- 
nient  prison,  that  they  may  be  brought  to  condip 
and  exemplary  punishment,  according  to  Ms 
prescript  or  oar  laws,  and  the  demerit  of  tbeir 
prodigious  and  unparalleled  treasons.  And  ve 
further  require  and  command  all  our  sheriflii 
stea-ards^  bailies  of  regalities,  and  magistnbs 
of  burghs,  and  other  ministers  of  the  law,  where 
the  said  traitors  and  conspirators  use  to  baont 
or  resort,  to  employ  their  utmost  power  iimI 
vigilance  in  their  respective  jurisdictioiM,  fiir 
searching,  seizing,  and  apprehending  of  them, 
that  they  may  be  presented  to  Justice:  and  If,  in 
seizing  and  apprehending  the  foresaid  traitors 
and  oonspiratoi's,  and  their  associates  and  accom- 
pliceM,  (tney  resisting,  or  refusing  To  be  taken). 
any  of  oor  said  msgistratee,  or  others  oor  good 
suf^er.ts,  shall  happen  to  kill  or  mutilate  them, 
or  any  of  them,  we  do  hereby  declare,  that  tbry 
nor  none  assisting  them,  shaU  ever  be  called  ih 
(question,  or  pursued  civilly  or  criminally  there- 
tore  in  time  coming;  but  that  themt  preienli 
shall  be  as  sufficient  for  their  exoneration,  as  If 
they  had  our  special  pardon  and  remission ;  aad 
that  their  doing  thereof  shall  be  reputed  good 
and  acceptable  service  done  to  us.  And  for  ihc 
better  encouragement  of  such  as  shall  apprehend 
and  bring  in  the  said  traitors  and  conspirators, 
dead  or  alive,  the  apprehender  of  IVIr  Donhld 
Cargill  shall  have,  as  a  reward,  the  sum  of  ii*« 
thousand  merka,  and  lor  JVIr  llkoinas  Douglsi« 
the  sum  of  three  thousand  merks,  and  fur  esi-h 
one  of  the  »ald  conspirators  and  plotters,  the 
Niiin  of  one  thousand  merks,  instantly  paid  is 
them  by  the  lords  commissioners  of  our  trrs'- 
ury.  A  nd  we  ordain  these  presents  to  be  prFnicd, 
and  published  at  the  mark<ft-cross  of  Edinburgh, 
and  remanent  head  burglts  of  this  our  kliigdoin : 
and  alKO  we  ordain  the  several  sheriffs  and 
stewards,  &('..  to  cause  make  intimation  herruf. 
at  the  several  parish  kirks  of  the  kiiigdun,  afier 
divine  worsliip,  that  none  pretend  ignurance. 

Given  under  our  Mignet  at  Edinburgh,  the 
twenty-second  of  November  IGHO,  and  of  our 
reign  the  thiiiy-second  year. 

Per  uclutn  Ihntiinorum  ^'Vicii  conciiiL 

Wii.i..   l'ATl:KMl^,  CI.  Seer.  Concilf>> 
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dustion,  and  exooramunicated  the  kinf  . 
uype,  bj  tfaiB  time,  the  reader  will  be  able 
distiiiguish  them.  The  ahortJiyed  in- 
{jtmde  after  Bothwell,  ia  brought  in  to 
^Tttte  the  chai^ :  but  neither  were  any 
the  people,  now  alleged  to  be  in  a  con- 
racy,  comprehended  under  it;  neither 
cit  eTer  come  to  any  effect,  being  soon 
laped  and  marred ;  otherwise,  it  is  pro- 
lie;,  many  of  the  erils  in  the  following 
tm  night  have  been  prevented :  and  this 
lush  oomet  ill  from  the  party  who  marred 
jBiig*a  faroor.  It  is  pedantry  not  to  be 
trtered,  to  add,  that  Pentland  and  Both- 
1  were  so  many  running  field  conven- 
M.  The  chai^  that  follows  is  as  ill 
ohded  as  the  narratiTe,  'that  these 
ifle  had  entered  into  a  plot  and  con- 
pBj  to  kill  the  king,  his  brother,  the 
sops'  And  I  know  not  how  many  more. 
^tidi,  Jtupapuliy  the  Apologetii^l  Nar^ 
idob  give  not  the  least  colour  to  the  doc- 
«-  cf  assassinations.  The  Queensferry 
Ur  does  not  either,  as  far  as  I  have 
erred,  countenance  them,  neither  was  it 

deed  of  any  society.  The  Sanquhar 
lantion  indeed  disowns  the  king  as 
h,  and  so  does  the  other  bond  spoken  of 
fe;  but  neither  of  them,  as  far  as  1  have 
arred,  do  countenance  murder  and 
imiation,  nor  even  the  excommnnicar 
L  of  Torwood :  but  I  leave  these  papers 
IM  vindicated  by  such  who  approve 
■ ;  the  consequence  fixed  on  them  by 
invcdamation  I  have  not  yet  seen.  The 
JAjTy  called  in  the  proclamation^  the  trea- 
lUe  bond  and  combination,  hath  been 
My  considered.  I  do  not  find  by  any 
era  in  the  process,  that  Mr  Skene,  Stuart, 
Piotter  assert,  it  was  their  duty  to  kill  the 
jf.and  his  brother;  and,  till  I  see  that 
^•D,  I  must  take  this  assertion  only  as 
ipposed  consequence,  from  their  deny- 

the  king's  authority,  the  justice  of 
eb  I  am  yet  to  learn.  Upon  tiiese  re»- 
^  they  declare  these  people  traitors, 
i^iit  an  to  treat  them  as  such,  and 
li&ise  5,000  merks  to  any  who  shall 
nihend  Mr  Cargill,  3,000  merks  for  Mr 
iglas,  and  1,000  merks  for  any  of  the 
.  And  this  proclamation,  to  wound  all 
iby  terians,  and  these  people  in  particular, 
rdered  to  be  read  in  all  parish  churches 


of  the  kingdom,  lipcm  the  whok^ 
if  any  of  these  people  did  «rwn  the  ^^^^' 
kwlolneas  of  killing  the  king,  or  his  bro- 
ther, &0.  nobody  can,  or  will,  I  hope,  offer  to 
vindicate  them.  However,  the  noise  of 
this  alleged  plot  and  conspiracy  was  of  use 
to  the  managers,  and  they  made  it  a  pretext 
to  palliate  their  severities  against  them  and 
many  others,  whom  they  coold  never  find 
concerned  in  any  of  these  papers.  That 
same  day,  the  council  write  a  letter  to  the 
king,  and  send  it  with  a  copy  of  the 
proclamation.      I  have  added  it  below.* 

*  Letter,  council  to  ike  Hng,  anent  Mr  Donabl 
CargUi,  Nor,  tSSd,  1690L 
May  It  please  your  sacred  majesty, 
We  being  informed  that  Mr  l5onald  Cainrlll 
had,  to  the  gnat  aatonldhmfot  of  all  honrat 
men,  proceeded  to  the  excotnmanlcatlon  of  your 
sacred  nu^enty,  your  royal  brother,  and  aome  of 
your  leryants,  and  that  he  had  continued  to 
preach  that  horrid  principle,  of  the  lawfblnen 
of  aseofiainating  Uioee  that  diffVo^  firotn  them  in 
their  covenant  and  principlea,  did,  after  some 
pains  and  search,  get  James  Skene,  Archibald 
otuart,  Robert  Hamilton,  John  Potter,  and  John 
Spreul  brought  in  as  prisoners  to  us,  and  at  our 
bar,  Skene,  Stuart,  and  Potter  owned  the  new 
irovenant  and  declaration  at  Sanquhar,  in  which 
your  majesty  is  declared  a  tvrant,  and  your  people 
declared  free  from  their  ailesiance  to  yon,  and 
wherein  it  is  declared  a  duty  upon  all  good 
Christians  to  dethrone  and  muraer  you.  and 
such  as  serve  under  you:  but  because  Stuart, 
Spreul,  and  Hamilton  refused  to  satisfy  this 
your  Judicature  in  discovering  their  designs  and 
accomplices  in  crimes  of  so  high  Importance 
and  which  tended  so  much  to  the  future  secu- 
rity of  your  sacred  person,  your  royal  govern- 
ment, and  the  preseryation  of  your  people,  we 
did  subject  them  to  the  torture,  as  Is  usuebI  to  do 
here  in  the  like  ease,  having  first.  In  full  oouneil, 
found,  by  their  own  confMsIons,  and  by  suffi- 
cient proofk  and  presumptions,  that  they  were 
able  to  clear  us  in  these  weighty  questions  that 
were  to  be  put  to  them,  and  wolcb  questions  were, 
after  serious  debate  and  consideration,  agreed  to 
in  full  council :  and  though  tome  ef  them  did 
most  disingenuously  concw  what  was  in  their 
power  to  have  dlitcovered,  their  ministers  having, 
for  thpir  own  security,  taught  them,  that  they 
would  be  damned  if  they  discovered  what  concern- 
ed their  neighbours;  yet  Archibald  Stnart,  one  of 
their  number,  did  freely  discover  their  desiirn  of 
killing  an  that  were  opp<mte  to  them,  particularly 
the  Judges  and  bishops,  and  condescended  upon 
some  particular  ministers  and  others.     And  we 
Ao  very  clearly  find  from  their  voluntary  con- 
fessions, and  tne  papers  that  we  hate  intercepted, 
that  those  of  their  principle  would  think  It  n 
great  daty  to  kill  vour  majesty,  or  any  serving 
under  you,  and  that  they  are  but  too  much 
fa  vourM  by  those  f  n  your  otner  kingdoms,  who  are 
enemies  to  your  sacred  person  and  government, 
and  to  the  just  and  lawnil  descent  of  your  royal 
family.      And,  from  the  whole  tract  of  ihU 
affair,  your  ma^esl^  may  caa\>^  \a!&v^  ^^"^  V^^ 
and  ncoetsarv  il  was  lot  ua  \a  «iA«k«w»x  x»» 
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It  aeems  to  be  calculated  to  Yindicate 
their  own  leYeritiea  against  the  peo- 
ple whose  lives  they  were  taking,  and  to  stir 
him  to  new  severities  against  all  the  sufferers. 
The  remarks  made  upon  the  last  proclam^ 
tion  are  applicable  to  this  letter,  and  I  do 
not  repeat  them.  I  only  add,  that  they 
here  lay  the  whole  stress  of  the  alleged 
design  of  aisassination  upon  it  Stuart's 
confession,  which  being  in  the  extremity 
of  torture,  and  not  relative  to  any  design 
formed,  but  a  declaration  merely  of  his 
own  opinion,  that  it  was  lawful  to  kill 
persecutors,  cannot  reasonably  be  charged 
upon  Mr  Cargill  and  his  party,  who  abso- 
lutely disclaimed  any  design  or  principle  of 
assassination. 

Little  further  offers  from  the  registers.  In 
December,  George  Piper  in  Aberdeen,  pri- 
soner for  correspondence  with  Mr  Skene 
and  Mr  Cargill,  is  liberate,  under  bond  of 
10,000  merks,  to  compear  when  called. 
He  is  soon  called  before  the  committee  for 
public  affairs,  who  report  to  the  council, 
December  9th,  that  he  denies  converse 
with  Mr  Cai^ll,  disowns  all  bloody  prin- 
ciples, confesses  conventicles  in  his  house, 
and  refuses  to  refrain  from  them.  They 
ordain  him  to  be  fined  for  bygones.  At 
Ihe  same  time,  the  advocate  is  ordered  to 
process  George  Johnston,  James  Stuart, 
George  White,  and  William  Dick,  prisoners 
for  the  rebellion,  and  being  at  Torwood  con- 
venticle. Christian  Spence,  Sarah  Spenoe, 
and  Janet  Smith,  having  been  two  months 
in  prison  for  the  last  named  conventicle, 
being  poor  and  ignorant,  are  ordered  to 
be  liberate;  with  certification,  if  they  be 
found  at  conventicles  again,  they  shall  be 
scourged.  We  shall,  next  year,  find  Mr 
Cargill  himself  taken,  and  put  to  death,  and 
many  brought  to  trouble  for  hearing  him. 

bindftr  the  fp'ovrtli  of  those  fanatical  principles, 
which,  though  they  seem  at  first  to  be  the  nen- 
timenta  of  tender  consciences,  yet  are,  In  effect, 
but  dlsffuised  humour  and  faction,  tending 
necessarily  to  the  destruction  of  all  huninn 
society,  as  well  as  established  govrmraenL  We 
have,  for  the  satisfaction  of  your  majesty*s  sub- 
jects, emitted  the  proclamation  herewith  sent, 
and  what  further  discoTeries  we  can  make,  shall 
be  transmitted  to  your  majesty,  with  all  care 
and  faithfulness,  by 

Your  majesty's  most  faithful,  most  bumble, 
Mnd  moHt  obrdieot  subjects  and  senrnnts. 
SubKcrlbed  uttedcrunt^  except  his  royal  blghneia.  \ 


SECT.  TL 


Of  some  proceedmgg  in  cotmeU;  tki 
of  my  lard  Barffeny,  tmd  other  ism 
matters  which  fell  out  this  year. 

Having,  in  the  former  sectiooi^ 
pretty  much  to  the  series  of  the  v 
persecutions  the  suffering  party  n 
land  underwent  this  year,  I  come  i 
glean  up  some  other  things  which  i 
so  easily  come  in  with  what  is  aboT 
yet  serve  to  give  light  to  the  history  i 
year.  There  had  been  essays  amoi^ 
of  the  cleigy,  to  have  the  more  pa 
and  splendid  worship  of  the  char 
England  introduced  into  Scotland,  i 
been  projected,  and  brought  a  good , 
by  the  Laudian  fiiction,  in  the  y 
and  1637.  But,  for  any  thing  I 
most  part,  by  fiu*,  of  our  episcopal  i 
did  not  relish  this  foreign  worship ;  I 
that,  we  were  absolute  strangers  to  ll 
the  reformation  from  poperyj  the  d 
tion  and  independency  of  the  two  ohv 
was  found  most  agreeable  to  the  teat 
the  nation,  already  very  much  under 
lish  influence,  since  the  union  o 
crowns.  The  few  who  were  for  th 
velty,  struck  in  with  some  noblemc 
others,  who  were  imder  the  direct 
the  high-fliers,  in  ceremonies  and  fbc 
England,  and  resolved  to  make  an  c 
ment  of  setting  up  that  service  moi 
vately,  by  authority  of  council.  A 
ingly,  I  find  an  act  of  council  passed  i 
purpose,  which  follows  from  the  rc| 

"  Edinburgh,  February  IStk 

**  The  lords  of  his  majesty *8  privy 

cil,  haring  considered  a  representatioa 

to  them  by  some  of  their  own  numbei 

divers  persons  of  quality,  and  oCh 

this  kingdom,  were  very  desirous  to 

the  allowance  of  the  use  of  the  • 

form  of  divine  worship,  after  the  lai 

and  decent  custom  and  order  of  the  c 

of  England,  in  their  private   familii 

hereby  allow  of  the  same,  and  gi 

Kiirance  to  thoni  of  the  council^s  e 

nance  and  protection  therein.** 

\  canivox  ikisA  >\\«X  \Vv>&  alLowanoe  tc 
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nany  to  fall  in  with  this  noTelty  in  Scot- 
and.  Matters  were  not  come  to  the  pass 
Kith  the  episcopal  clergy  here,  that  they 
mre  at»  when  this  same  game  was  played 
one  itw  jeun  ago.  They  had  not  a 
lopish  pivtender  to  bring  in  nnder  the 
hadow  of  this  worship ;  they  were  not  de- 
MBding  for  their  subsistence  npon  the 
agli41ier8  in  England;  and  therefore, 
bough  this  project  was  fiivonred  by  se- 
Wat  who  were  the  great  supports  of  the 
fintnury  and  oppressive  methods  used  in 
(todand  and  England,  as  it  hath  been  still 
MilMuy  for  persons  of  arbitrary  principles, 
Mtnrf  to  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  to  set 
t|^%%hly  for  forms  and  uninstituted  wor> 
hip';-  yea,  though  the  duke  of  York,  and 
Wt  popish  party  were  fond  to  have  the 
MMic  worship  of  ScotUnd  brought  some 
1^  nearer  their  liturgy  and  missale,  yet 
E'ttd  Tery  little  take  in  Scotland.  I  only 
ismiDiE  farther,  that  when  our  Soots  coun- 
V  lire  paying  the  way  for  introducing  the 
ittglish  liturgy  and  forms,  I  find,  by  some 
lltim  before  me,  that  the  galUnt  patriots 
if' the  En^ish  house  of  commons,  who 
km  making  so  noble  a  stand  against  po- 
^|y,  by  the  bill  of  exclusion,  were  b^n- 
nng  to  speak  of  removing  the  liturgy  and 
iivemonies^  at  least  of  bringing  in  a  bill  to 
tfbnn  them,  and  put  a  stop  to  the  violent 
imiig  and  pressing  of  them. 

February  17th,  the  duke  of  York  went 
fkSk  to  London.  I  find,  January  31st,  he 
cj^naints  the  council,  *  That  he  was  sud- 
Unly  called  to  court  by  the  king ;  that  it 
rat  with  great  trouble  he  was  to  part  with 
liem,  having  met  with  so  much  civility  and 
andness  here ;  that  he  would  acquaint  the 
aag,  that  he  had  in  Scotland  a  loyal  no- 
pty  and  gentry^  and  a  council,  and  other 
piBcatories,  filled  with  loyal  persons ;  that 
m  would  still  be  ready  to  serve  them. 
b  recommended  to  them  the  peace  of  the 
ongdom,  and  wished  the  council  would 
jipke  a  just  representation  of  him  since  his 
mniiig  among  them,  and  let  him  know 
rhat  he  should  represent  to  his  brother 
ODorming  the  rebels,  and  absents  from, 
ad  deserters  of  the  king's  host;  of  the 
rbich  affidrt,  the  advocate  being  present, 
lid  folly  lay  the  state  before  his  royal 
nghitettL    A/ter  which,  the  chRnceWoT  re- 

ItL 


presented  the  happinen  of  this  kingw 
dom,  in  his  presence,  and  how  much  * 
they  were  obliged  to  his  advice  and  conduct, 
and  that  they  were  ready  to  venture  their 
lives  and  fortunes  to  do  him  service ;  and  they 
would  represent  to  his  majesty,  the  advantage 
they  had  by  his  royal  highness's  presence 
though  they  could  never  do  it  sufficiently.'* 
February  15th,  the  duke  takes  his  leave  of 
the  council.  Compliments  are  renewed  as 
above ;  and  the  council  grant  a  protection  to 
the  Highland  clans,  and  agree  to  a  very  large 
commission  for  the  peace  of  the  Highlands, 
and  the  copy  of  a  bond  to  be  signed  by  the 
clans,  which  the  duke  takes  with  him  for 
the  king's  approbation.  The  council,  in 
answer  to  the  duke's  desire,  write  a  very 
singular  letter  to  the  king,  which  is  so 
much  out  of  the  common  road,  in  its  fol- 
some  compliments,  that  I  insert  it  here,  as 
one  instance  of  that  abject  slavish  spirit  the 
oppression  of  others,  in  their  conscicnc4'B 
and  liberties,  hath  brought  some  unto. 

^  May  it  please  your  majesty, 
**  The  remembrance  of  having  been  nn- 
der the  protection  of  your  royal  family, 
above  two  thousand  years,  of  having  been 
preserved,  by  their  valour,  from  the  slavery 
to  which  others  were  so  often  reduced,  and 
of  having  received  from  their  bounty  the 
lands  which  we  possess,  hath  been  very 
much  refreshed  and  renewed  by  having 
your  royal  brother  among  us,  in  whom  we 
have  seen  that  moderation  of  spirit,  and 
equality  of  justice,  that  is  remarkable  in 
your  sacred  race,  and  hath  raised  in  us  a 
just  abhorrence  of  these  seditious  persons, 
and  pernicious  principles, whidiwonld  lead  ub 
back  to  those  dreadful  confusions  which  grew 
up  by  degrees,  from  tumultuary  petitions 
for  reformation  and  parliaments,  to  a  rebel- 
lion that  in  the  last  age  destroyed  both,  and 
which  most  do  so  still,  since  idl  who  think 
that  subjects  should  direct  their  king,  de- 
sign nothing,  in  efiect,  bat  to  be  kings 
themselves :  the  convictions  of  all  which, 
did  prevail  so  Cur  with  all  degrees  oi 
persons,  and  with  persons  of  all  persuasiotts 
here,  that  it  has  been  easily  observed,  our 
nobility  and  gentry  of  both  sexes,  attended 
their  royal  VighnMMS  ivVild  lum^  \v]  vdA 
asKiduity,   e^cpresnng,  m  i\\  V>evw    ««or 


es4 


THE  HISTORY  OP  THE  SUPFERINM 


IBOOK  111. 


1680. 


flaenoet,  {[rtat  respect  and  ntiifiifr* 


tion,  that  even  the  moet  malicious  ab- 
stained from  all  manner  of  rebelliovs  risings, 
and  undatiful  speeches :  no  breach  of  the 
peace,  no  libel,  no  pasqoil,  haying  been  ever 
discovered  daring  his  abode  here ;  so  that 
this  too  short  time  has  been  the  most  peace- 
able and  serene  part  of  our  life,  and  the  hap- 
piest days  we  ever  saw,  except  your  majes- 
ty's miraculons  restoration.   And  now,  that 
your  nugesty  has  thought  fit  to  have  him 
near  your  own  person,  we  hope  the  great 
success  he  has  had,  in  understanding  both 
men  and  business  among  us,  by  his  easy 
access  and  constant  application,  which  will 
enable  him  to  understand  our  affiura  and 
interests^  with  which  we  trust  him,  and 
much  more  than  we  can  this,  or  any  other 
papers  we  can  send  you.    His  countenance 
hath  much  encouraged  the  orthodox  clergy, 
without  being  grievous  to  such  other  pro- 
testants  as    differ  from    them:    he    hath 
quieted  our  Highland  eruptions,  ndthout 
encouraging  any  opposition  to  law,  of  which 
he  told  us  he  would  always  be  most  exactly 
careful,  as  being  the  common  tie,  as  well  as 
security,  between  king  and  people;  and 
he  hath,  both  by  his  example  and  discourse, 
recommended  so  to  us    loyalty  to    your 
majesty,  as  our  own  national  interest,  and 
moderation  one  to  other,  as  they  only  mean 
to  fortify  and  unite  us  against  the  under- 
mining designs  of  such  as  would  infallibly 
make  us  slaves,  as  they  did  formerly,  that 
we  liope  these  impressions  shall  not  wear 
out  while  we  live,  who  have  been  so  happy 
as  to  know  him  at  this  time ;  and  for  which 
happiness  we  can  make  your  majesty  no 
other  return,  save  to  assure  you,  that  with 
our  hearts,  our  lives  and  fortunes,  we  will 
maintain  your  sacred  mijesty,  and  your 
royal  successors,  in  the  ordinary  degrees  of 
succession,  according  to  their  unalterable 
right  of  blood,  which  you  and  they  only 
derive  from  God  Almighty,  whom  you  re- 
present, and  to  wish  that  bis  royal  highness 
may  meet  every  where   that  satisfaction 
and    tranquillity  he  has   occasioned,  and 
that    kindness    and    affection    which   his 
merit  has  raised  in, 

"  May  it  pleaae  your  majesty, 
"  Your  most  loyai,  most  dutiful,  and  most 
faithful  subjects  and  servants. 


«  Kockfs  Lord  Cha*-   Lard  Blabop  of  E4!ii. 


eel  lor, 
St  Andrews, 
Atbole, 
Privy  Seal, 
Doiiflaa, 
Argyle, 
Mariabal, 
Murray, 
Llnlithfo\r, 

WigtM, 

Perth, 

Queentberrv, 

Airly, 

Dundooalfl, 

CaithueH, 

••  Edinburgh,  Febi  17th,  leiO.' 


bunh, 
PmidMit, 
TrcBMirer-drputi^ 
RcfUter, 
Advocate, 
Jnadee-elfTk, 
liord  Colli  iiftoD, 
John  Drummoiid  «f 

Londie, 
Lord  Jnstice-feocrBl, 
Sir  And.  Ramsay, 
Sir  John  Waochop, 
Sir  Geo.  Klnnair^ 
Sir  Geo.  Gordou. 


With  this  letter  to  the  king  the  oonncil 
send  another  to  Lauderdale,  signifying 
that»  <«  What  is  in  the  king's  letter,  is  the 
common  sentiments  of  all  who  had  the 
happiness  to  know  his  royal  highnesa,  wA 
is  so  deeply  fixed,  that  public  judicatories 
and  private  frmilies  are  expressing  mors 
kindness  for  hia  person,  and  grief  for  his 
leaving  them,  than  can  be  tranamitted  ia 
paper;  and  all  are  so  just,  as  to  bind  theaft- 
selves  by  resolutions  and  promises  to  servs 
him  in  his  just  interest  with  all  their 
hearts,  and  are  convinced  he  will  have  no 
designs  that  are  not  such.  They  told  the 
duke,  that  by  assiuring  the  king  of  their 
adherence  to  his  royal  interests,  and  bis 
royal  brother  his  just  rights,  a  new  obliga- 
tion will  be  put  on  them.*'  No  reflections 
shall  be  made  upon  these  letters.  The 
duke  came  down  to  Scotland,  as  a  shelter; 
and  as  he  had  a  party  before  sanguins 
enough  in  his  interests,  so  he  strengthened 
and  increased  them,  and  it  was  natani 
they  should  send  recommendations  of  him, 
which  were  not  so  far  regarded  in  England, 
as  to  have  any  effect  to  prevent  a  second 
attempt  for  a  bill  of  exclusion  this  year. 

This  party  of  the  duke's  carried  all  be- 
fore them  for  many  years,  and  very  much 
advanced  a  popish  interest,  by  running 
matters  to  the  greatest  heights  against  sin- 
cere and  zealous  protestants,  and  helped 
forward  the  sufferings  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  I  am  relating,  very  much;  and 
they  found  their  account,  in  running  the 
laws  to  the  utmost  rigour  against  all  within 
their  reach.  We  have  heard  prodigious 
sums  were  exacted  in  the  beginning  of  the 
.  year  by  the  justice-court,  for  absence  from 
\  t]hA  YioiX.    Kii^'B%\vc\ia3i  ^i!^  ^\c  William 
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nrvcs  m  mtAe  collector  of  the  fiiira  of 
le  crimbud  court  Most  part  of  these 
ho  had  formeriy  been  of  the  duke  of  Laup 
>rdale's  party,  came  iu,  and  M'ith  him, 
iring  the  little  time  he  stood,  were  hearty 
irraDts  to  the  duke  of  York,  and  endea- 
onred  to  run  do^n'u  aU  they  thought  not 
t  fiiTourable  to  the  two  dukes.  We  have 
jrmerly  met  with  some  processes  of  tins 
ature,  and  I  shall  here  insert  two  more, 
rhich  made  some  noise  this  year,  against 
be  lord  Bai^ny,  and  John  Kiven. 
All  the  account  I  can  give  of  the  trouble 
(JiAn  lord  Bargeny,  in  the  shire  of  Ayr, 
I  from  the  registers.  He  was  suspected 
•  iiTonr  the  cause  of  libertv,  and  to  be  of 
he  other  side  from  the  duke  of  Lauder- 
ale;  and  last  year  after  Bothwell,  some 
ormiset  were  raised  of  his  favouring  the 
cople  concerned  in  that  rising,  whereupon 
m  was  made  prisoner  in  Blackness.  In 
be  eonneil  registers,  December  4th  last 
far,  just  after  the  duke  of  York's  coming 
iowD,  I  find  a  report  from  a  committee, 
rbo  had  been  appointed  to  examine  him 
■  Blackness,  that  they  had  taken  his  de- 
Jsrmtion,  which  is  read,  but  not  recorded, 
rhat  day  the  governor  of  Blackness  is  al- 
Mred  to  permit  persons  to  speak  with  him 

0  his  own  hearing,  and  to  give  him  pen, 
iky  and  paper,  providing  he  see  whatever 
le  writes.  At  the  same  time  the  advocate 
irodnceth  a  letter  from  the  king,  ordering 
liffl  to  proceed  against  the  lord  Bargeny, 

1  having  incited  persons  to  rise  in  the  late 
ebelUon.  No  more  is  about  him  in  the 
tpgten,  till  January  14th  this  year,  when 
beir  act  about  him  runs,  **  Anent  the  peti- 
Mi  of  John  lord  Bargeny,  that  he  hath 
een  now  tn'O  months  dose  prisoner  in 
Saekness,  occasioned  by  the  suggestions 
id  malicions  informations  of  his  enemies, 
id  he  being  conscious  of  his  innocence  of 
ly  disloyalty  that  can  be  laid  to  his  charge, 
■d  that  in  his  heart  he  did  never  harbour, 
r  less  did  he  ever  practise  any  evil  against 
ia  majesty  or  government,  craving  that 
e  may  either  be  liberate,  or  presently  put 
(atrial;  and  that  in  the  mean  time,  or 
nee  his  imprisonment,  there  may  be  no 
rooeti,  or  decreets  of  session  moved  in,  or 
iven  out  to  his  prejudice,  hii  adversaries 
f  Ifcw  dme  being  ready  to  take  ad  ranfage. 


The  council  ordain  the  said  lord  to  be 
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brought  in  to  the  castle  of  Edinburgh, 
whenever  the  advocate  hath  prepared  his 
indictment"  This  matter  is  still  put  otT 
till  the  end  of  March,  when  I  find  him  be* 
fore  the  justiciary.  The  managers  had  a 
mind  to  have  had  his  estate,  but  their  pro- 
bation fidled  them,  and  the  crimes  in  his 
libel  must  be  reckoned  of  the  advocate's 
framing.  I  shall  give  as  short  an  ac«)Ount 
of  his  process,  from  the  criminal  books,  as  I 
can.  February  3^4 th,  John  lord  Bargeny  ia 
indicted,  *"  That  in  the  year  1674,  or  1675, 
he  with  great  oaths  and  execrations  did 
curse  some  of  the  chief  nobility  in  the  king- 
dom, because  they  would  not  make  them- 
selves the  head  of  the  fanatics,  and  swore 
they  would  never  signify  any  thing,  be- 
cause they  lost  that  opportunity.  And 
because  his  grace  the  duke  of  Lauderdale, 
had,  by  his  extraordinary  care,  prudence, 
and  loyalty,  defeat  the  designs  which  he 
and  the  said  fanatics  were  managing,  for 
disturbing  the  government  of  the  church  and 
state,  he  did,  in  the  year  1677,  or  1678, 
publicly  regret  that  the  English  or  fanatics, 
did  not  kill  or  assassinate  the  said  duke  of 
Lauderdale,  and  did  hound  out  others  to 
assassinate  him.  That  in  the  year  1675,  or 
1676,  he  did  endeavour  to  persuade  Geoi^o 
Martin  notar  in  Dally,  that  the  fanatics 
would  never  get  their  business  done  while 
the  duke  of  Lauderdale  was  alive ;  and  that 
an  hundred  men  would  do  more  by  assault- 
ing him  in  his  own  house  at  Lethingtoun, 
than  all  they  could  do  beside.  Likeas  Mr 
John  Welsh,  a  factious  trumpet  of  sedition 
and  treason,  having  mude  a  trade  of  con- 
vocating  the  subjects  in  field-tneetings,  the 
siiid  lord  did  correspond  M'ith  him;  and 
having  direct  a  letter  to  him,  while  he  and 
his  accomplices  M'ere  contriving  another 
;  rebellion,  he  did  send  the  said  letter  to 
Sauchill  by  his  own  servant  in  May  or  June 
last ;  which  being  read  at  the  said  convocation, 
as  being  come  from  him,  did  encourage  that 
rebellion.  That  he  corresponded  with  Cun- 
ningham of  Bedlan,  desiring  him  to  repair 
to  the  WestUnd  army,  and  persuaded  all 
gentlemeu  and  others  to  join  them,  since  be 
and  persons  of  fur  greater  equality  would 
join ;  that  he  gave  \>o  lioV^cft  Q^  V\%  \w»xv\a 
who  had  been  at  t\ie  TeVA\\cm>^X.^\^  *m\«fT- 
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tein  notour  rebels  in  bis  boose :  tbat 


be  did  publicly  maiDtain  tbe  principles 
of  Napbtali,  Jui  populi,  Lex  Ilex,  deckrin|( 
tbat  Scotland  would  never  be  well  till  it 
wanted  episcopacy,  and  tbe  present  goTem- 
ment  of  the  oburcb  was  destroyed  as  unfit  for 
tbe  nation.  And  in  October  or  November 
lasty  did  openly  disclaim  against  tbe  sacred 
order  and  function  of  episcopacy,  swearing 
be  would  never  be  in  peace  till  tbe  curates 
were  rooted  out,  and  tbat  tbey  were  aU  but 
knaves  and  rogues.  Wheretbrougb  be  is 
guilty  of  treasonable  crimes,  and  is  eitber 
art  or  part  tbereof,  and  ought  to  be  punished 
with  forfeiture  of  life,**  &c  in  common  form. 
My  lord  Baigeoy*s  advocates  debated  very 
long  upon  formalities  and  points  of  law, 
which  I  shall  not  resume;  after  the  advo- 
cate had  given  his  replies,  the  lords  of 
justiciary  find,  **  that  the  advocate  wants 
some  of  his  material  witnesses,  though  he 
hath  used  all  diligence  possible  to  adduce 
them."  And  in  regard  tbe  pannel  hath  ne- 
glected to  give  a  double  of  his  letters  of 
exculpation,  they  continue  tbe  process  until 
the  second  Monday  of  June.  June  Htb, 
tbe  advocate  compears  and  offers  an  addi- 
tional libel,  "  tbat  in  May  or  June  last  year, 
the  lord  Bargeny  hearing  of  tbe  murder  of 
his  grace  the  late  archbishop  of  St  Andrews, 
said.  It  was  happy,  for  he  was  a  great 
enemy  to  tbe  cause  of  God,  and  his  people, 
tbe  kirk  of  Christ,  or  some  such  words; 
and  that  some  by  his  order,  offered  arms  to 
people  going  to  Both  well-bridge."  Mr 
William  Hamilton,  advocate  for  the  pannel, 
meanwhile  produceth  an  act  of  council,  of 
the  date,  June  3d,  1680.  «  The  lords  of 
his  majesty's  privy  council,  in  obedience  to 
his  majesty's  commands  by  a  letter.  May 
1 1th  last,  give  order  to  the  governor  of  the 
castle  of  Edinburgh,  to  set  the  lord  Bar- 
geny at  liberty,  in  regard  he  bath  found 
caution  to  appear  before  the  council  when 
called,  in  order  to  his  trial  for  the  crimes 
he  is  indicted  of  before  the  lords  of  justi- 
ciary, under  the  penalty- of  50,000  merks. 
William  Paton.**  And  upon  this  the  lords 
desert  the  diet  sintpliciter.  The  king's 
letter  upon  which  this  process  is  stopped, 
bears,  "  that  he  had  received  a  petition  from 
the  lord  Bargeny,  representing  his  father's 
loynlty  and  sufferings,  asserting  hU  iuno- 


oenoe  of  the  crimes  he  it  indicted  for,  and 
attesting  God  thereupoii,  and  hb  majesty 
being  unwilling,  he,  or  any  aubject  shoold 
receive  prejudice  by  long  imprisonment, 
until  there  i^pear  evident  proofii  of  their 
guilt,  requires  him  to  be  liberate,  under 
sufficient  caution  to  appear  in  order  to  trial, 
if  hereafter  sufficient  prooft  of  his  guilt  be 
found.  And  that  this  letter  be  communicated 
to  the  justice-court  and  advocate  * 

Another  party  process  ia  intented  agaiiiit 
the  master  of  a  ship  in  July,  for  treasoi 
shall  I  call  it?  against  tlie  duke  of  York. 
July  15tb,  John  Niven,  skipper,  ia  indicted 
for  saying  at  Burntisland,  "  that  the  duke  of 
York  had  been  upon  a  plot  for  taking  away 
his  migesty's  life,  and  had  contrived  with 
tbe  king  <Kf  Franoe  to  invade  England  with 
an  army,  and  had  come  to  Scotland  to  make 
a  party  and  faction,  and  to  introdoce 
popery.*'  The  probation  is  pretty  full,  aad 
the  assise  bring  him  in  guilty  of  lessin;- 
making  against  his  royal  highness  the  dnke 
of  York.  The  lords  delay  the  sentence 
nntil  August  Most  part  of  the  sentenccf 
were  now  pronounced  according  to  the 


*  After  be  w»t  set  at  libnty.  Lord  Barmy  di>- 
covered  by  diligeDt  ioTeetigatioD,  tbat  Cuun'm- 
gham  of  MoDtgrenaa  and  others  had  bem 
•ubomed  by  Hatton  and  Sir  John  Dalrymplc. 
to  give  falee  eTidrnoe  against  bim.  Their  depo- 
sitions, which  also  aflected  the  duke  of  Hamiltooi 
were  prepared  beforehand,  and  they  were  pro- 
miaed  a  share  of  the  confiscated  estates,  but  wbco 
the  trial  approached  their  consciences  revolted 
against  the  crime.  Bargeny's  eTidence  on  the 
case  was  ready  to  have  been  produced  befort 
Parliament,  28th  July,  1681.  Perjury  and 
subornation  charged  in  open  Parliament  against 
a  supreme  Judge  and  officer  of  state,  demandrd 
public  investigation,  and  a  condign  punishment, 
or  an  ample  retribution  according  to  the  issue.  Bat 
the  duke  of  York  interposed  to  prevent  inquirr. 
Founuinhall  I.  150.  Laing  II.  106.  Lord 
Bargeny  entering  heartily  into  tbe  revolutioiii 
raised  a  regiment  of  600  foot  for  tbe  public  ser- 
vice, ]6h9.  He  died  25th  Mav,  lOSS.  (  Ret  in 
public  Arch.)  llie  title  has  long  been  extinct, 
yet  the  estates  have,  by  a  late  decision  of  tbe 
House  of  Peers,  been  finally  settled  in  tbe  familT 
of  Sir  Hugh  Dalrymple  of  North  Berwick,  th« 
lineal  representative.  llie  last  l<vd  Bargeoj. 
who  died  young,  on  28th  March,  17869  and  wm* 
buried  in  the  abbey  of  Holyrood-house,  wss  « 
i  nobleman  of  elesant  accomplishments,  and  i" 
I  panegyrised  by  Hamilton  or  Bangour,  as 

"  Kind  BarRcnj,  Mthftal  to  his  word. 
Whom  hMvcn  made  good  and  tocial,  thoocb  ■  laid. 
The  citin  viewed  of  many  Imyuajftd 


^e  V9oQ^'%  YwiT^^t^-^^jV  V  V97.— £tf. 


CHAP.   IV.] 


OP  THE  CHURCH  OP  SCOTLAND. 


237 


oommaiidi  of  the  council,  aiid  letters  (Tom 
the  eomt,  and,  it  wems,  it  was  found  neces- 
mrj  to  write  to  London,  before  they  gave 
Kntonce  in  this  matter,  though  our  statute 
bookamnd  laws  were  at  Edinburgh.  Accord- 
ingly August  4th,  the  lords  pronounce  for 
ioom,  **  that  John  Niven,  captain  of  the  ship 
ealled  the  Fortune  of  London,  found  guilty 
by  an  aaaiae  of  leasing^making  against  James 
duke  of  Albany  and  York,  shall  be  taken  to 
the  market-cross  of  Edinburgh,  upon  the 
18th  instant,  and  hanged."   But  August  6th, 
a  letter  from  his  migesty  to  the  council  is 
produced,  authorizing  them,  so  soon  as  the 
asntenoe  of  death  is  pronounced  against 
Jelui  Niren,  for  most  fidse  and  slanderous 
words  against  his  highness  James  duke  of 
Albany  and  York,  they  cause  the  sentence 
to  be  suspended,  and  that  he  continue  in 
prison,  tiU  his  majesty's  further  pleasure  be 
known.     The  king's  letter  is  recorded  in 
the  justiciaiy  registers;  and  the  reason  the 
king*  gives,  is,  the  interposing  of  his  dearest 
brother  with  him,  and  he  adds,  that  tlie 
crime  is  of  so  high  a  nature,  that  no  other 
consideration  would  have  prevailed  with 
him,  to  relieve  him  from  exemplary  punish- 
ment. 

In  filarch,  the  council  interpose,  by  a 
letter  to  Lauderdale,  for  William  Paterson, 
who,  we  heard,  engaged  to  transport  the 
prisoners  taken  after  Bothwell,  that  his 
loas  by  the  shipwreck  may  be  made  up,  and 
send  up  a  long  representation  of  his  losses, 
amounting  to  fifteen  hundred  pounds  ster- 
ling. What  was  done  for  his  help,  I  know 
■ol;  but  if  the  council  had  showed  the 
half  of  the  zeal  they  discover  for  prelacy, 
against  murder,  the  master  they  employed 
would  have  been  prosecuted. 

Upon  the  duke  of  York*s  return  to  his 
brother,  some  changes  were  designed  in 
Scotland.  March  8th,  the  chancellor  ac- 
quaints the  council  that  he  is  called  up  to 
courts  by  a  letter  from  the  king.  And 
April  l&th,  Mr  Maitland*s  commission  is 
read  in  council,  to  be  justice-clerk.  June 
3d»  the  earl  of  Balcarras  is  admitted  a  coun- 
lellor.  July  6th,  the  earl  of  Rothes's  pa- 
tent to  be  a  duke,  is  read  in  council,  and 
the  earl  of  Queensberry's  commission  to  be 
justice-general,  in  Tarbet's  room.  The 
carPs  seal  Mgmimt  the  sufferen  in  that  sta- 


tion, fully  satisfied  the  prelatee  and 
papists.    That  same  day  the  eari  of 
Roxburgh  is  received  a  privy  cousellor; 
and  the  lord  Lorn,  for  his  eminent  parts 
and  abilities,  is  made  a  counsellor,  October 
5th.    June  2^d,  "  the  coundl  grant  waN 
rant  to  Andrew  bishop  of  Dunkeld,  to  up- 
lift two  hundred  pounds  steriing  out  of  the 
vacant  stipends  of  his  diocese,  for  repairing 
the  dwelling-house,  for  him  and  his  suc- 
cessors, belonging  to  that  see.    And  Oc- 
tober 5th,  three  hundred  pounds  sterling 
is  allowed  to  Arthur  archbishop  of  Olas- 
gow,  for  repairing  the  manse  belonging  to 
that  see.    About  the  same  time,  the  coun- 
cil considering  the  insolences   committed 
sgainst  the  orthodox  cleify  in  Galloway, 
in  defrauding  them  in  their  stipends,  and 
indirect  methods  taken  to  force  them  to 
leave  that  shire,  by  tradesmen  and  others, 
their  refusing  to  work  for  them,  ordain  the 
sheriff  to  give  sentences  against  such,  and, 
upon  complaint  upon  such  as  refuse  to 
work  to  them,  that  he  fine  them,  and  call 
for  soldiers  to  execute  his  sentences,  and 
that  this  act  be  intimated  at  the  head 
court  of  the  shire."    This  kind  of  process 
obliging  tradesmen  to  work,  was  a  little 
singular.      Another  singular  method  for 
support  of  the  episcopal  clergy,  falls  in 
August  10th.     The  council  write  to  the 
bailie  of  regality  in  Kirkilstoun  the  follow- 
ing letter.     **  Sir,  the  council  being  in- 
formed, how  much  the  exercise  of  church 
discipline  is  slackened,  through  want  of 
the  concurrence  of  heritors,  the  council 
require  you  to  copvene  the  justices  of  peace 
in  tliat  parish,  the  barons  and  their  biulies, 
and  require  them  to  assist  the  ministers  in 
the  exercise  of  church  discipline,  against 
scandalous  offenders,  and  in  aU  the  parts  of 
his  function,  as  they  will  be  answerable." 

In  September  and  October,  1  find  in  the 
registers,  several  letters  about  the  new 
model  of  militia,  which  I  shall  give  but 
hints  of.  September  3d,  the  council  ac- 
quaint Lauderdale,  that  most  of  the  shires 
are  come  into  the  new  model  of  militia ; 
but  move  that  in  the  west,  the  foot  may  be 
changed  to  horse.  A  letter  comes  from 
the  king,  dated  September  15th,  rejecting 
this  proposal,  and  0Td«T\u%  l\iwn.\ft  ^rpot 
tinue  fool  *m  lYic  wwX,  aiA  T«sjsttfw^ 


ass 
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pntentiy  to  settle  them  in  the 
^^^  tern  shires,  and  prosecute,  according 
to- lav,  all  persons  of  whatsoever  quality, 
who  oome  not  into  his  reflations,  in  so 
important  a  matter.  October  7th,  in  a  let- 
ter to  the  king,  the  council  allege,  that 
the  western  shirefi,  in  law  cannot  be  obliged 
to  turn  the  horse  into  foot,  and  beg  his 
majesty  may  consider  this;  and  write 
another  letter  to  Lauderdale,  earnestly  to 
deal  with  the  king,  to  allow  them  to  call  only 
for  hoise  in  the  western  shires.  What  occsp 
fiioned  the  council  to  insist  so  much  on  this,  I 
know  not,  if  it  was  not  that  horse  were  of 
more  use  to  pursue  the  sufferers  than  foot. 
In  the  end  of  October,  the  duke  of  York 
came  down  again  to  Scotland,  which  want- 
ed not  its  own  share  in  the  now  growing 
persecution.  The  English  parliament  were 
now  to  sit,  and  their  design  for  a  second 
bill  of  exclusion  was  known,  and  it  was 
necessary  he  should  retire  a  little.  The 
king  gives  this  another  turn  in  his  letter  to 
the  council,  dated  October  83rd,  acquainting 
them  he  was  to  send  down  his  brother  for 
tiie  better  despatch  of  affairs  among  them ; 
and  the  chancellor  acquainting  them  that  he 
was  to  land  at  Kirkaldy,  and  to  be  at  Lesly 
till  the  abbey  was  ready,  they  order  all  the 
oounsellora  on  this  side  of  Aberdeen,  to  wait 
on  him,  and  as  soon  as  he  lands,  that  tliere 
be  public  demonstrations  of  joy.  Accord- 
ingly, the  duke  and  duchess  arrived  at 
Kirkaldy  road,  upon  the  W5th  of  October, 
and  went  thence  to  Lesly  house,  where  they 
were  regaled  until  Friday  the  ii9th,  when 
they  arrived  at  Leith,  and  pame  to  the  abbey 
of  IIoI^TiKid-house.*  Upou  Saturday  the 
bishop  of  Edinburgh,  and  the  clergy  in  town 
waited  upon  him,  and  expressed  the  general 
futisfaction  of  the  orthodox  clergy  at  bis  ar- 
r  1  val.  It  was  well  they  assumed  to  themsel  ves 
the  title  of  orthodox,  to  distinguish  them- 
iAves  from  othen»,  and  tlieir  orthodoxy  was 


•  "  The  duke  of  York  took  leave  of  hit  brother 
kini;  Charirs  the  S«ROiid,  the 20th  October  1680, 
at  Wowi witch  on  the  Tames,  and  after  a  great 
•torm  landed  at  Kirkaldie  the  26th  do.  with  hii 
dutches.  Thereafter  he  went  to  Lesly  till  the 
S9th  do.  frae  thence  to  Halyrood-houtie,  thenre 
w«nt  and  saw  Edinburgh  castle,  where  the 
great  cannon  called  Mouns  Meg  being  ehwrgpd. 
Sunt  in  hvr  off  going,  which  was  taken  as  a  bad 
Quitn.  "—FoaaUiabnlVB  Sotn,  p.  S.— £d. 


as  great  as  to  politicly  and  the  now 
heads  of  hereditary,  Kneal,  and  indeCpaaible 
sucoession  to  the  crown,  and  passive  obedi- 
ence, yea,  muck  greater  than  in  doctrinab, 
in  opposition  to  tha  ■  chnnch  of  Rome. 
Certainly  there  waa  no  great  protestant  or- 
thodoxy in  cajoUing  a  profest  popish  daim- 
ant  to  the  crown  of  three  protestant  king- 
doms, retiring  from  the  resentments  of  the 
English  protestant  parliament ;  but  the  or- 
thodox deigy  in  Scotland  must  now  be 
al»ettors  of  popery:  and  I  cannot  much 
doubt  their  compliment  to  the  dnke  was 
real,  since  from  former  experience  they 
gathered,  that  his  presence  here  would  help 
forward  the  sufferings  of  presb3rterians. 
The  same  orthodox  cleigy,  by  their  bishopi^ 
complimented  him  upon  the  birth  of  his 
spurious  imposter,  the  pretender  to  the 
crown  of  these  realms,  in  the  year  1668,  as 
shall  be  noticed,  and  the  same  episcopal 
clergy,  and  their  irregular  successors,  are 
almost  to  a  nan  attached  to  the  popish 
pretender,  to  this  very  day.  But  the  most 
fulsome  flattery  appeared  in  the  letter  seot 
up  from  the  oouaidl  to  the  king,  of  the  date 
November  2d,  signed  by  twenty-aeven  coou* 
sellors,  and  among  them  three  or  four  pro* 
testant  bishops ;  and  the  rest,  had  they  beea 
counsellors,  and  in  town,  probably  would 
have  had  their  hands  at  it  Enough  of  this 
stuff  is  already  in  the  body  of  the  historj, 
and  so  I  have  annexed  this  at  the  footf 


t  CounciTs  letter,  A'cmj.  2rf,  1 080. 
May  It  please  your  sacred  miijesty, 
U'e  have  good  reason  to  believe,  that  your 
msjest}''s  just  commands  shall  never  be  ob- 
structed by  the  unwillingness,  nor  retarded  by 
the  negligence  of  the  subjects  of  this  your  ma- 
jesty's ancient  kingdom,  being  fully  convinced, 
iliat  nothing  is  required  of  us,  save  that  we  may 
preserve  ourselves,  by  suiuble  and  easy  means, 
against  those  formidable  and  imminent  dangers, 
which  threaten  us  now  fn)m  the  same  princi- 
pleH,  by  which  we  were  formerly  ruined:  mi 
that  the  only  thing  which  ia  forced  upon  the 
worst  of  your  subjects,  is,  that  they  must  una- 
voidably confess,  that  nothing  can  lessen  their 
happiness,  except  their  being  insensible  of  it, 
and  unthankful  for  it.  And  your  miyesty,  by 
dispensing  for  our  protection,  all  the  revenue 
which  is  raised  in  tnis  your  majesty's  anricnt 
kingdomt  let"  us  see,  that  all  you  crave  of  qs, 
is,  toat  we  would  be  true  to  our  own  interest, 
and  all  that  you  get  bv  us,  is  the  care  of  govern- 
ing us  to  our  own  satisfaction,  That  profound 
respect,  and  sincere  kindness,  Sir,  which  we 
observe  in  your  majratyls  subjects  here,  to  voiir 
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in  SrotUod ;  and  thU  was  an  example  ,  ^^.^ 
nut  a  little  prevalent  upon  many  to 
turn  popish.      They  conclude  with  assu- 
rances, Uie  duke's  stay  here  would  have  hap- 
py effects  for  carrying  ou  the  king's  service ; 
and  this  was  too  true,  if  by  the  king*s  ser- 


It  is  acarcely  worth  while  to  make  any  ol>- 
aerres  upon  it.  The  reader  will  perceive 
they  begin  with  a  libel  against  those  prin- 
dplea^  which  they  say  formerly  mined 
Scotland,  they  mean  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
jecty  and  presbyterian  government    Next, 


upon  the  matter  they  declare  the  danger  of  vice  was  meant  the  plot  for  bringing  in 
the  kingdcmis  at  present;  it  is  not  from  popery  and  slavery  at  this  time,  in  con- 
popery,  which  the  English  parliament  was  8idend)le  forwardness  among  some  at  the 
•Billing  out,  but  these  principles.    Then  courts  of  France  and  England, 
they  thank  the  king  for  leaving  all  the  To  help  forward  the  perBecution  at  this 
Soots  revenue  in  their  hands,  and  taking  time,  a  plot  against  the  duke's  life  is  fbiged  by 
nothing  of  it  for  himself,  and  in  this  it  is  his  own  friends ;  and  this  was  a  good  handle 
probable  they  were  in  earnest    Next  they  to  cast  an  odium  upon  the  sufferers^  and 
Msnre  his  majesty  they  will  stand  by  a  sharpen  the  persecution;  and,  no  doubi^ 
ps^st  aa  his  successor  in  the  throne,  when  the  popish  priests,  who  came  down  with 
the  tme  Protestants  in  England  were  en-  the  duke,  were  not  sorry  to  see  protcstants 
deavonring  to  prevent  his  coming  to  it  worrying  those  of  their  own  denomination. 
The  following  part,  which  contains  their  I  find  some  of  the  persons  named  in  the 
thanks  to  the  king,  for  his  endeavours  to  former    section,  who  were    executed    in 
Mcure  his  brother^s  succession,  is  so  chok-  December,  chaiging  their  death  upon  the 
iif  to  any  that  has  a  regard  to  the  reforma-  duke,  and  speaking  of  this  plot  they  were 
tion,  that  I  must  refer  the  reader  to  the  reproached  with,  and  declaring  they  never 
piper  itself.     Hereditary  right,  and  lineal  knew  or  heard  of  the  least  hint  about  it, 
descent,  they  term  the  great  fundamental ;  until  they  were  interrogate  tliereupon  be- 
whether  the  unreasonableness  or  pedantry  fore  the  council;  and  I  see  not  the  least 
of  the  phrase  be  greatest,  I  do  not  deter-  ground  to  doubt  of  their  sincerity.    The 
none.      They  promise    themselves    much  principles  advanced    in    the  Queensfeny 
from  the  duke's  example.    It  was   now  paper,  Sanquhar  dechiration,  and  the  Tor- 
indeed  upwards  of  an  hundred  years,  since  wood     excommunication,    are    the    only 
ve  had  the  idolatrous  mass  openly  set  up  colour  the  enemies  of  these  people  had  to 


HniTv  m,  thst  wr  wnnt  nothing  but  ocranlon  to  our  loyalty,  and  afTording  ni    in  bim,  th«  n*- 

kttiird  for  the  royal  family,  ihtf  liven  and  for-  newed  occation  af  letting  the  world  ace  tbat 

tones  which  you  have  made  to  eweet  nnd  eecure  no  bumour  nor  jealouslei  ihall  for  tbe  f\iture 

te  oa.     And  aa  our  enteem  for  his  royal  high-  divert  that  dutifulnen  to  the  royal  line,  which 

nm  at  hie  last  beinf  here,  sraw  daily  with  his  our  predecaaNoni  have  maintained  for  to  many 

■tay.  ao  our  expectations  of  Krrnrity  and  satfa-  agM-     Nor  doubt  we  very  ehortlv  to  let  your 

mion,  return  niiturally  with  him.    And  there-  maieety  find  what  happy  effects  his  stay  here 

fW«  we  are  obliged  with  ail  zeal  and  sincerity  will  produce  for  promoting  vour  servicei,  and 

te  reCnm  to  your  sacred  majraty,  our    mont  cementing  our  differences;    in  all  which  his 

kimble  snd  hearty  thanks  for  secnring  the  juKt  royal  highness  shall  be  most  obsequiously  assist- 

isd  natural  deacent  of  that  royai  family,  which  ed,  bv 

Is  the  rhief  glory  and  only  security  of  this  king-  May  it  please  your  sacred  majesty, 

den.  npon  which  the  least  Invasion  would  be  so  Vour  majesty's  mo^t  faithful  and  humble, 

Kt  an  invitation  to  all  Insolence  and  arbitrar-  snd  most  obedient  sdbjecu  and  servants. 

I  in  your  subjects,  as  could  not  but  procure  Rothes  chancMor^               Jo,  luUnkw^en, 

oa  a  civil  war  In  every  age;  for  men  of  parts  Alexander  St  Andrews,      Ross, 

and   intereau   being   discontented  or  factions,  A  thole,                               Jam.  Dalrympte, 

iroaM,  by  promoiing  coloarable  titles  and  pre-  Douglas,                             Cbaa.  Maitlnnd, 

tenrm,  make  the  body  of  your  people  the  price  of  Montrose,                            Thos.  Murray, 

tbefravarice,  and  the  prey  of  their  ambition,  and  Glenealm,                           Geo.  Mackenzie, 

rent  Bflt  only  theae  kingdoma  from  one  another,  Winton,                              Rich.  Maltlnnd, 

hat  amongat  thcmaelvea:  nor  can  we  see  why  Linlithgow,                         Tboa.  Dalziel, 

every  man  may  not  pretend  to  be  king  when  Perth,                                 Jamea  Fowlia, 

tbe  nwfol  anrceaaors  are  debarred,  nor  how  we  Strsthmnre,                         A.  Ramsay, 

ran  be  fixed  in  any  thing,  when  we  loose  this  Roxburgh,                          Jo,  Wauchop, 

fjmt  fundamental.     And  In  the  next  place,  we  Balrarras,                           Geo.  Gordon, 

do  likewise  return  your  msjesty  most  humble  Caithnesa,                           J.  Dmnimond. 

and  hearty  thanks  for  sending  vour  royal  bro-  Lorn, 

ther  to  be  aji  exmntple  to,  m  wdfnM  a  w/tneaa  of  Edinburfh,  'Nov.  ^A«  \<S^ 
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1680  ^^^'^'l^  them  with  any  design  of  this 
nature:  but  everybody  muat  see, 
that  even  those  will  never  bear  the  weifjfht 
of  a  consequence  of  this  nature,  as  hath 
been  observed,  and  had  there  been  any  more 
than  bare  suspicion  rising  from  these  deckra- 
tions,  which  the  whole  bodyof  presbyterians 
disallowed,  we  should  have  had  them  told 
with  the  most  agffpravating  circumstances. 

November  2d.  The  earl  of  Murray's  com- 
mission, to  the  sole  secretary  of  state,  is 
read  in  council ;  it  beant  that  the  duke  of 
Lauderdale  had  demitted  that  office  in  his 
majesty's  hands.  Thus,  after  twenty  years* 
possession  of  that  office,  and  manaf^emcnt 
of  Scots  affiiirs,  he  is  turned  out 

In  November  this  year,  there  was  a  pro- 
cess before  the  council,  betwixt  the  laird  of 
Meldrum,  and  some  gentlemen  in  the  Forest 
and  Teviotdale.  Meldrum  had  raised  ter- 
rible sums  in  that  country,  for  one  conven- 
ticle in  the  house  of  Grange,  where  there 
was  but  one  person  without  doors.  He 
owned  he  had  got  ten  thousand  merks  of 
fine,  and,  by  a  moderate  computation,  it  was 
reckoned  he  had  uplifted  in  fines  from  the 
shire  of  Teviotdale,  100,000  pounds.  All 
I  find  about  this  in  the  registers,  is  Novem- 
ber 11th.  Upon  a  petition  from  Philip- 
haugh  sheriff  of  Selkirk,  his  depute,  and 
some  gentlemen  and  tenants,  complaining 
of  many  oppressions  and  wrongous  impri- 
sonments, committed  by  the  laird  of  Mel- 
drum, the  committee  for  public  affairs  cited 
the  said  Meldrum  to  appear  before  the 
council  this  day,  and  had  ordered  tlie  de- 
pute and  gentlemen  to  be  set  at  liberty,  and 
appear  this  day.  I  shall  only  give  some 
further  hints  of  this  from  some  letters 
before  me,  writ  at  this  time.  Philiphaugh 
and  other  gentlemen  presented  to  the  coun- 
cil, a  libel  against  Meldrum,  and  he  ap- 
peared with  a  counter-libel,  and  the  great 
debate  was,  which  of  the  two  libels  should 
be  first  admitted  to  probation.  The  gentle- 
men were  pressed  to  give  their  oaths,  as  to 
what  they  knew  anent  conventicles  in 
their  bounds,  and  nonconformity;  and  upon 
their  refusal  were  imprisoned  some  days; 
at  length  they  were  liberate  on  bonds  of  a 
thousand  merks  each,  to  compear  when 
railed,  I  find  Philiphaugh  proved  his  libel  i 
Mguingt  Meldrum,  to  the  conviction  of  ail, \  Vaiv^^  aso^^  ^V^t«  Iq^tA  i^Mol  ^x  ^kene. 


and  answered  what  Meldmm  charged 
him  with:  and  when  fifeldmm  offered  to 
give  in  some  new  qoeriei,  he  was  wilHog 
to  admit  them,  providing  he  ahoiild  be 
allowed  to  begin  with  new  queries  to  bin, 
and  proposed  he  might  be  interro(|[ate 
whether  Meldmm  was  papist  or  protestant, 
when  he  was  last  at  mass,  who  were  pre- 
sent with  him,  when  he  bad  conversed 
last  with  rebels,  and  what  compositions  be 
had  made  with  them.  The  matter  wu 
dropt,  and  Philiphaugh  came  off  with  very 
great  reputation.  That  same  day,  "it  if 
referred  to  the  committee  for  public  affiur^ 
to  consider  what  books  imported  shall  be 
condenmed  by  authority ;  and  the  clerks  of 
council  are  ordered  to  sight  the  shop  of 
John  Calderwood  stationer,  and  secure  sncb 
prohibited  books  as  shall  be  found  therein." 
Meanwhile,  a  ship  of  Borrowstonneo^ 
which,  as  was  alleged,  had  prohibited  books 
aboard,  and  had  been  arrested,  is  libenrte 
upon  the  owners  finding  caution  to  th« 
council,  as  to  the  time  to  come.  That  day 
the  committee  for  public  affairs  report, 
''that  upon  notice  of  seditious  books  im- 
ported from  Holland  and  elsewhere,  by  the 
stationers  of  Edinburgh,  particularly, '  Nsph- 
tali.  Jus  regni  apud  Sootos,  in  Englisb, 
Jus  Populi  Vindicatum,  Reformed  Bishop, 
Calderwood's  History,'  they  had  called  Jobs 
Calderwood  before  them,  and  upon  his 
confessing  he  had  some  of  them,  they  had 
ordered  him  to  prison,  and  shut  up  bis 
shop;  that  they  had  writ  to  the  maciv- 
trates  of  Aberdeen  to  seise  any  of  theie 
seditious  books  in  their  town.  And  fur- 
ther, that  they  had  ordained  in  time  to 
come,  that  stationers,  as  soon  as  they 
receive  home  their  lists,  shall  show  tbesi 
to,  and  have  the  approbation  of  one  of  the 
officers  of  state,  or  the  bishop  of  Edinbnigh, 
with  certification,  their  books  shall  he 
seized,  and  themselves  fined  if  they  fail** 
The  first  three  of  the  books  are  prohibited 
by  former  acts  of  conndi ;  but  for  the  *  Re- 
formed Bishop,  Jus  Popnli,' and  that  valuable 
history  of  Mr  Calderwood,  it  vras  very 
hard  to  blame  any  body  for  them  till  they 
were  prohibited,  which  they  were  not 
The  council  approve  the  committee's  report 
Some  letters  from  Mrs  ^mpaon,  in  her 
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bnra^ht  some  trouble  to  the  reverend  Mr 
/ohn  Carstairs,  William  Johnston  and  Jo- 
wph  Brody,  merchants  in  Edinburgh.  The 
DMUiageri  were  very  hot  upon  the  pursuit 
)f  Mr  Skene,  and  aU  Mr  Cai^g^*s  foUow- 
ns;  and  everybody  they  spoke  of,  though 
10  way  concerned  in  their  courses,  were 
MtHight  to  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  About 
the  20th  of  November,  Mr  Carstairs  was 
brought  before  a  committee  of  council, 
where  Argyle  presided.  He  owned  the 
ldiig*s  authority,  and  that  of  his  courts; 
with  a  great  deal  of  seriousness  he  dis- 
rbumed  the  follies  and  principles  Mr  Skene 
ind  tome  others  now  advanced,  and  said) 
lie  could  not  express  his  abominating  their 
extremities  with  vehemency  enough.  He 
protested  against  John  Bishop  of  Edin- 
mrgh  his  sitting  in  a  civil  judicatory,  or 
vaj  of  his  character ;  he  acknowledged  the 
king  to  be  the  fountain  of  honour,  but 
flenied  the  bishop  was  capable  of  it  He 
iedared  he  loved  his  majesty's  person,  and 
boBOured  him,  and  daily  prayed  for  him* 
He  and  the  other  two  were  set  at  liberty, 
and  Mr  Carstairs  came  off  with  a  great 
deal  of  respect  and  applause,  even  of  adver- 
■ries ;  only  bishop  Paterson  was  extremely 
fretted,  and  promised  him  a  return,  if  ever 
it  lay  in  his  power,  for  protesting  against 
his  being  a  counsellor,  refusing  him  his 
titleSy  and  terming  him  only  Mr  Paterson. 

About  this  time  the  second  effort  of  the 
English  nation  against  a  popish  successor, 
by  the  bill  for  excluding  the  duke  of  York, 
anu  crushed  in  the  house  of  peers.  My 
lonl  Ruasel,  with  the  lord  mayor  of  Lon- 
ion,  and  Cavendish  on  either  hand,  and 
iboBt  two  hundred  of  the  house  of  com- 
Bioiia  at  his  back,  present  the  bill  Novem- 
ler  16th.  The  question  for  a  first  reading 
urn  carried  by  two  votes.  The  king  was 
n  tibe  house,  and  after  a  long  and  warm 
iefaate  for  some  hours,  managed  by  the  earl 
if  Sbaftsbury  upon  the  one  side,  and  Halifax 
>n  the  other,  the  question  being  put  for  a 
tecond  reading,  it  carried  in  the  negative, 
dxty-three  to  thirty-one.  They  protested, 
uid  entered  their  reasons  in  the  journals  of 
:he  house.  The  bishops  of  Chester,  Exe- 
:er,  and  London,  were  for  the  bill,  and  aU 
he  rest  against  it  After  the  bill  was 
thrown  ool^  the  protesters  proposed,  that 
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the  king  should  be  moved  to  divorce  ,' ^,> 
the  queen,  but  that  debate  was  ad- 
journed. The  commons  addressed  against 
Halifax,  that  he  might  be  removed  from  the 
king's  sernce.  They  had  a  bill  before  them 
for  removing  the  penal  laws,  in  as  far  as  they 
related  to  protestant  dissenters,  and  began 
to  move  some  things  against  the  bishops, 
and  their  pressing  ceremonies  and  conform- 
ity. But  all  these  came  to  nothing,  and  I 
leave  them  to  the  English  historians,  and 
only  remark,  that  when  the  news  of  the 
rejecting  of  the  exclusion  bill  came  to 
Edinburgh,  the  chancellor  offered  to  cause 
set  on  bonfires,  and  ring  bells,  and  order 
public  rejoicings  there:  but  the  duke  of 
York  declined  this,  and  told  him  there  was 
no  haste  in  this  matter,  for  he  expected  au 
impeachment ;  but  his  fears  were  soon  over. 
All  I  have  further  to  remark  from  the 
registers  this  year,  is,  that  November  18th, 
the  council  receive  a  letter  from  the  king, 
thanking  them  for  the  kind  reception  of  his 
brother,  and  their  letter  of  the  2d,  he 
assures  them  they  could  not  have  done  him 
more  acceptable  service.  That  same  day 
Mr  Patrick  Menzies  is  admitted  one  of 
the  clerks  of  council,  in  room  of  Mr  Gib- 
son, who  demitted:  and  December  23d, 
they  write  to  the  earl  of  Murray  secretary, 
to  procure  a  remission  to  William  Gordon 
.of  Culvenan,  who  had  been  in  the  rebellion. 
If  I  mistake  not,  he  had  resigned  some  of 
his  lands  in  favour  of  some  of  the  man- 
agers, it  is  time  now  to  go  forward  to  the 
next  year. 

CHAP.  V. 

OP  THB  STATE  AND  SUFFERINGS  OF  PRESBY- 
TERIANS  DURING  THE    YEAR    1681. 

TiiE  persecution  goes  on  most  violent^ 
ly  this  year,  and  near  twenty  are  exe- 
cuted at  Edinburgh,  and  some  more  designed 
to  the  same  fiite,  but  providence  prevented. 
Besides,  innumerable  multitudes  who  went 
not  their  lengths,  had  their  lives  made  a 
burden  to  them  in  aU  parts  of  the  country, 
by  vexatious  courts,  cruel  soldiers,  and  sub- 
orned and  busy  informers,  of  which  I  am 
to  give  but  a  cursory  account,  because  it 
falls  much  in  with  wYi%X  \a  iiiKtt%Vft^  w\nvw 
the  preceding  yean  •,  \3fcift  meXVo^  «s^  >X>ft 
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Hune,  the  ra^j^  equal  and  grow- 
'  ingy  the  particulan  are  innumer- 
able, and  this  work  ia  swelling  much 
upon  my  hand.  Indeed  the  enraged 
managers  reckoned  thejr  had  just  ground, 
and  a  good  footing  from  the  Sanquhar 
declaration,  to  make  war  upon  that  party 
who  had  declared  a'  kind  of  war  against 
them;  yea,  they  extended  their  se- 
Terities  to  e?ery  body  who  would  not  go 
along  with  the  present  courses,  and  most 
calumniously  loaded  the  whole  suflTcring 
party  with  the  principles  of  those  people, 
though,  as  hath  been  noticed,  it  was  but  a 
very  few  who  defendied  that  paper,  and  last 
year  they  had  cut  off  a  great  number  of 
them. 

The  bishops  fiiiled  not  to  take  hold  of 
this  opportunity,  to  put  great  hardships 
upon  all  who  had  the  name  of  presby- 
terians ;  and  the  duke  of  York's  presence 
in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  and  at  the  par- 
liament, with  the  papists  about  him,  helped 
all  on.  From  those  fountains  flowed  for- 
feitures of  great  numbers  of  gentlemen  who 
were  reckoned  to  favour  presbytery,  and 
now  and  then  severe  proclamations  against 
conventicles,  though,  excepting  Mr  Cargill, 
who  but  seldom  appeared  in  public,  there 
was  not  one  who  preached  at  field  meetings, 
neither  were  there  many  sermons  in  houses; 
yea,  some  presbyterian  ministers,  now  de- 
prived of  all  other  opportunities,  did,  at 
some  times,  even  communicate  with  the 
episcopal  clergy,  as  I  hear,  Mr  Bates,  and 
some  others  in  England,  used  to  do,  to 
manifest  their  holding  communion  with 
them,  in  those  things  which  they  held  in 
common  with  other  protestant  churches. 
Nevertheless,  presbyterian  ministers  and 
gentlemen  were  most  violently  harassed, 
and  put  to  very  great  hardships.  The  par- 
liament meet,  and  in  August  make  new  and 
severe  laws,  and  impose  the  iniquitous  and 
self-contradictory  test,  which  became  new 
occasion  of  severe  and  universal  persecu- 
tion, through  the  west  and  south  of  Scot- 
land. This  test,  when  offered  to  be  ex- 
plained by  that  excellent  person  the  noble 
earl  of  Argyle,  was  the  occasion  of  his 
trial,  and  the  sentence  of  death  passed  upon 
him,  the  execution  of  which  he  happily 
eacMped  for  tome  time.    It  was  this  sum- 


mer, that  the  mad  and  blaaphemous  opin- 
ions of  Gib  and  his  deluded  followers  came 
to  take  air;  and  towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  the  followers  of  Mr  Cameron  tod 
Mr  Cargill,  after  they  were  tjjkeu  from 
them,  set  up  their  societies.  Those,  and 
some  other  incidents  this  year,  will  afford 
matter  for  the  following  sections. 

SECT.  I. 

Of  the  procedure  of  the  cottncil^  their  pro- 
clamatioM,  and  the  wore  general  harofi- 
ing  of  the  country^  this  year,  by  covrtf, 
soldiers,  and  informers. 

At  Edinbui^h,  the  managers  this  year,  as 
we  shall  find,  are  busy  in  cutting  off  the 
owners  and  followers  of  Mr  Cargill  and 
Cameron,  as  they  fiJl  into  their  hand-s 
without  any  pity  ahmost  to  age  or  sex;  but 
up  and  down  the  country,  multitudes  of 
other  presbyterians,  whom  they  could  oot 
pretend  denied  the  king's  authority,  or 
maintained  any  things  out  of  the  road, 
were  vexed  and  persecuted;  and  the  lets 
occasion  they  had  given  for  such  severitj, 
the  more  unaccountable  the  government's 
way  with  them  was.  That  we  may  hare 
the  better  view  of  this  oppression  through 
the  country,  and  the  sufferings  of  particalar 
persons  to  be  narrated  in  the  folloK'in^ 
sections,  I  shall  here  give  the  more  general 
procedure  of  the  council  this  year,  from 
the  registers. 

January  SOth  the  council  renew  all  the 
former  commissions  given  to  the  laird  oi 
Meldrum,  notviithstandiiig  any  stop  former- 
ly put  thereunto.     Last  year,  I  find  the 
general  complaining  to  the  council,  that 
this  gentleman,  under  pretext  of  commis' 
sions  from  them,  did  not  attend  his  post  in 
the  army,  and  upon  this  his  oommissiooi 
are  retracted.     In  November  last,  we  hate 
seen,  he  was  libelled  by  Philiphaugh  and 
others.    These  representations  against  the 
oppressive  procedure  of  the  under  agents 
in  the  persecution,  generally  speaking,  had 
no  other  effect  but  the  enlai^ging    their 
powers ;  so  was  it  in  this  case.     And,  Feb- 
ruary 24th,  Meldrum  gets  additional  powers 
and  instructions.     I  doubt  not  but  they 
weT«  Mikt  to  such  in  the  rest  of  the  shires. 
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rho  had  formerly  council  cominissiong  g^ven 
hem,  and  therefore  I  insert  them  here. 

idditional  instructions  to  the  laird  of  Mel' 
draMy  in  execution  of  the  commission 
given  him  before,  anaU  disorderly  and 
irregular  persons^ 

You  are  to  proceed,  accordinf^  to  for- 
aer  imitrnctions,  as  a  justice  of  peace  in 
Berwick,  Roxburnfh,  and  Selkirk  shiree, 
or  suppressing^  and  punishing  of  disorders ; 
«it  forl>ear  apprehending  intercommuned 
leraons  mentioned  in  the  third  instruction, 
liiieharged  by  his  majesty's  indemnity,  ex- 
ept  for  delinquencies  since  the  said  act 
rfaree  of  the  justices  are  to  be  a  quorum. 
f  ahcriffs,  by  collusion,  shall  clear  any 
vilty  persons,  acquaint  the  council,  but 
ou  are  not  to  line  them  again.  You  are 
mpowered  to  apprehend  those  who  were 
a  the  rebellion,  and  have  not  taken  the 
ond,  and  give  the  council  accounts  what 
leritors  have  or  do  reset  rebels  on  their 
round." 

By  Tirtue  of  those,  and  the  former  com- 
iMttons,  most  places  in  the  west  and  south 
rera  oppressed  in  the  beginning  of  this 
ear,  and  many  troublesome  searches  made. 
I  have  before  me  a  very  large  and  cir- 
iimatautiate  account  of  the  seTerities  c^m- 
nitted  by  Thomas  Kennoway,  one  of  the 
;iiig*8  guards,  afterwards,  as  we  shall  hear, 
illed  at  Swineabbay,  upon  the  parish  of 
ivingstone  in  West  Lothian,  of  which  it 
nay  not  be  improper  here  to  give  an 
blireviate.  Upon  the  19th  of  March, 
Cennoway  came  to  the  parish  of  Living- 
tone,  with  a  party  of  soldiers,  with  orders, 
a  he  pretended,  to  apprehend  all  who  had 
cen  at  Bothwell,  though  it  had  been  much 
loubted  if  he  had  such  orders.  After  he 
lad  used  all  his  interest  to  get  information 
if'  suspected  persons,  upon  Saturday  late, 
le  sent  out  two  parties  with  lists  of  pei^ 
Ons  ^-hom  they  should  that  night  appre- 
tend,  and  went  himself  with  a  third  party. 
Ife  knd  the  soldiers  with  him  came  first  to  a 
lODae  a  mile  west  from  the  kirk  of  Living- 
tone,  where  was  a  young  man,  Kennoway 
rti  told,  had  been  concerned  some  wvf  in 
lothwell.  The  house  was  beset,  and, 
lOiig  near  a  moss,  Kennoway  himself  rode 
letwixt  the  house  aiid  the  moss,  ihskt  none 


might  escape;  his  men  went  in,  and  .^| 
searched  the  house  for  the  man  and 
his  arms :  the  man  who  lived  there  waa  very 
aged,  and  had  two  sons,  the  one  wai  not  in 
Kennoway*s  list;  and  after  the  party  had 
searched  all  the  house  for  arms,  and  broke 
open  all  chests  and  presses,  and  found  none, 
they  brought  the  old  man  to  Kennoway, 
who  raged,  and  called  him  old  devil,  and 
swore  he  should  hang  him  upon  one  end  of 
a  tow  and  his  son  upon  the  other,  and  w- 
dered  his  men  to  bring  out  all  the  men  in 
the  house,  and  carry  them  to  the  next 
house  they  were  to  attack.  When  they 
had  carried  them  a  good  wiay,  Kennoway 
suffered  the  old  man  and  one  of  his  sons  to 
go  home,  and  kept  the  other  prisoner. 
Providence  ordered  it  so,  that  the  young 
man  informed  against  was  the  person  they  let 
go,  not  having  exact  knowledge  of  him,  it 
being  dark.  Mlth  their  prisoner  they 
came  to  another  country  town,  a  good  dis- 
tance from  the  first  house,  where  Kenno- 
way alighted,  and  made  the  prisoner  cast 
off  his  coat  in  a  cold  stormy  night,  and 
cover  his  horse  with  it,  till  tlie  poor  man 
was  scarce  able  to  stand  for  cold.  In  that 
place,  the  man  they  were  searching  for 
escaped  out  at  a  window  in  his  shirt,  and, 
without  any  other  clothes,  ran  near  a  mile 
before  he  durst  venture  to  take  a  house. 
Meanwhile,  Kennoway  carried  away  his 
fiither  prisoner  in  his  room.  They  niade  ia 
third  attempt  tluit  night  on  another  place, 
atill  carrying  their  prisoners  with  tiiem, 
but  missed  their  prey.  After  they  had 
thus  spent  the  night,  early  in  the  Sabbath 
morning  they  came  to  the  Swineabhay,  a 
public  house,  put  their  prisoners  in  a  room, 
and  when  they  had  lights,  and  saw  the 
young  man,  Kennoway  swore  bloodily,  he 
feared  he  had  brought  the  wrong  man;  and 
the  prisoner  peremptorily  denying  he  had 
been  at  Bothwell,  two  of  the  soldiers  were 
immediately  despatched  to  bring,  as  Ken- 
noway termed  him,  the  old  dog  and  his 
other  son,  to  Swineabhay.  By  this  time 
the  son  had  shifted  for  himself,  and  the 
father,  through  the  firight  and  maltreat- 
ment, was  fidlen  very  ill,  so  that  he  could 
neither  ride  nor  walk.  The  troopers 
brought  some  women  to  witness  the  old 
man  was  tdck,  and  i\\e  \inwiim  ^-aa^asA.^^ 
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Kifil  P^**^^  ''^  ^^^  ^^^^  which  sufficiently 
chagrined  Keiiiioway.  However, 
that  morning  before  the  sun  rose,  be  aiid 
ihe  party  with  hiui  drank  eight  pints  of 
wine  and  brandy,  and  he  »wore  the  prisoners 
should  jwy  it.  But  the  poor  man,  brotlier 
to  him  who  escaped,  when  dismissed,  fell 
into  a  fever  through  the  harsh  treatment  he 
met  with,  and  after  that  into  another,  and  a 
third,  and  in  a  little  time  died.  The  other 
parties  brought  in  but  one  young  man 
prisoner,  who  was  soon  dismissed.  Keuno- 
way  sat  all  the  Sabbath  drinking,  and  on 
Mouday  held  a  court,  and  brought  in  many 
of  the  country  people,  putting  them  to  their 
oath  upon  reset  and  converse,  and  fined  the 
old  man  above  spoken  of  in  eight  dollars, 
forced  an  heritor  in  West  C*alder  to  give 
him  a  bond  of  jCHJ  merks  before  he  would 
part  with  him,  and  committed  many  other 
i  nsolencies.  M'e  shall  meet  with  him  in  the 
I'ul lowing  years.  This  instance  may  give 
IIS  some  view  of  the  state  of  the  poor  coun- 
try at  this  time;  and  indeed  innumerable 
Kuc^h  instances  might  be  given. 

Tlie  southern  shires  were  at  this  time 
sadly  oppressed  with  courts.  The  method 
now  taken,  was  to  send  out  the  soldiers 
through  a  parish,  tiiere  to  act  as  they 
pleased;  they  took  up  informations,  exa- 
mined whom  they  would,  and  harassed  and 
spoiled  families  and  persons  without  con- 
trol. Then  their  officers,  clothed  with 
these  commissions,  appointed  courts  at  such 
and  snch  placvs,  where  they  pretended  to 
act  a  little  more  agreeably  to  justice  and 
erjuity,  but  evidently  counteracted  both, 
and  squared  themselves  just  as  they  had 
notices  given  them  by  the  informations 
taken  up  by  their  parties,  and  got  by  expis- 
cation  and  violence.  Thus  I  find  comet 
Ciraham  holding  a  court,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  at  Dairy  in  Galloway,  and,  I  sup- 
pose, in  most  of  the  parishes  round.  All 
men  and  women,  above  sixteen  years  of  age, 
were  cited  to  appear,  and  such  who  came, 
were  put  to  declare  upon  oath,  and  some- 
times under  very  odd  and  strange  impreca- 
tions, which  I  shall  not  narrate,  whether 
they  had  ever  been  at  field-meetings,  or 
countenanced  such  who  haunted  them,  or 
were  married,  or  had  children  baptized  with 
fui'n  who  preached  at  f  hem.     I  sjiy  nothing 


.  of  the  unacoountableneti  or  unreasonablis 
j  ness  of  this  procedure,  that  when  probatiou 
I  failed,    the    persecutors    made    the    poor 
country  people  turn  self-accusers,  or  run 
the  hazard,  it  may  be,  of  peijory.    And 
when  the  interrogatories  as  to  themselTN 
were  over,  they  were  next  examined  upon 
oath,  and  under  repeated  frightsome  impnv 
cations,  as  to  what  they  knew  of  any  of 
their  neighbours,  or  any  in  the  parish,  \i 
they  had  heard,  baptized,  or  married  with 
ministers  who  preached  in  the  fields^  or  liaJ 
reset,  or  conversed  with  any  who  had  doue 
so.   lliivr  hard  a  matter  was  it  to  keep  dean 
garments  in  so  perilous  a  time  as  this ! 

About  tlie  same  time,  courts  of  the  siue 
imture  were  held  at  Dumfries  by  that  bloody 
man,  Grierson  of  Lagg,  and  persons  deputrtl 
by  him;  where  people  were  brought  in  from 
ail  quarters,  and  made  to  depone,  as  to  them- 
selves and  their  neighbours,  as  above 
Another  court  was  held  at  Kirkcudbright  bj 
the  same  gentleman,  and  Thomas  Lidderdale 
of  St  MaryVisle,  who  proceosed  and  fined 
many  persons,  for  crimes  of  which  tb(}' 
found  methods  to  make  tliem  guilty.  Gnat 
numbers  of  country  people  round  about 
were  cited  in  as  witnesses,  and  obliged  week 
after  week  to  attend  their  diets,  to  the 
great  expense  of  the  poor  people,  Iom  vi 
their  time,  and  hurt  to  their  business  aii«i 
labour. 

l^erhaps  some  of  these  courts  might  be 
held  upon  the  back  of  the  proclamation 
emitted  by  the  council,  April  8th  this  yetr, 
against  field  conventicles,  which  1  have  in- 
sert below.*    Reflections  upon  such  papers, 


*  Proclamation  against  JL'ld  convctUideif 
JprU  8th,  1681. 

Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Gmi 
Britain,  Frauce  sod  Irvland,  defender  of  th  - 
fHith ;  to  our  lywi 

king  at  arms,  and  bis  brethren,  beralda,  macpn 
of  our  privy  council,  punuivanta,  meaaengentt 
arms,  our  sheriffs  in  that  part,  coiijunctW  and 
severally,  specially  constitute,  greeting.  Forw- 
mucb  as  field  conventicles,  which  were  In  our 
laws,  by  the  universal  consent  of  all  the  repiv- 
sentatives  of  this  our  kingdom,  declared  to  b« 
the  rendezvouses  of  rebellion,  are  noH  found,  Is 
the  undeniable  experience  of  all  sober  men,  tu 
have  bred  up  the  unwary  commons  unto  • 
most  atheistical  giddiness,  to  the  owning  of  tbuw 
murdering  princTples,  which  are  a  reproach  to  the 
protestant  religion,  and  incunbistent  with  tlie 
security  of  every  private  man,  and  to  the  ciwi' 
\  \vim\\vvL»»X"  \V\tf\Y   v^>N\\  ti\«A.Vvx^  %kml  landlords : 
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(Irr  ire  have  met  with  so  many  of  them, 
re  ahnoBt  needless.  The  thraid  of  this 
ittory  leads  me  to  notice,  that  at  present 
wre  was  ahnost  no  preaching  in  the 
aids,  only  Mr  Cargill  preached  sometimes, 
ad,  generally  speaking,  but  to  a  few,  and 
I  more  remote  comers,  so  that,  really 
Mre  was  no  occasion  for  this  new  pro- 
■mation,  nnless  it  was  to  give  a  colour 
jMMigh  indeed  it  does  not  seem  to  look 
ick)  and  pretext  to  persecuting  heritors 
id  aheriift,  to  go  back  to  what  had  been 
Bfore  the  date  of  this.  The  narratiye 
Bin,  that  the  "  unwary  commons,  by  field 
jDTenticles,  had  been  bred  up  in  giddiness 
id  mordering  principles.*'  This  is  a  ground- 
■B  reflection  upon  the  commons  in  Scotland 


«  therefore,  with  advice  of  our  privy  eouncU, 
■olving  to  secure,  not  only  our  government, 
•d  each  of  oar  suligeets  ts  live  peateably  under 
,  tei  even  to  reetore  tbeie  very  maatcn  and 
qdlordn  to  their  just  rights  over  tliexe  their 
MUito  and  servants,  which  they  so  justly  lost 
f  aaflbriDg  them  to  frequent  field  conventicles, 
I  which  they  were  so  debauched  in  their  duty 
I  ^cm,  do  hereby  command  and  ordain,  that 
i«r  soon  soever  any  field  conventicle,  or  other 
mventidcs,  understood  to  be  field  conventicles 
f  eonstruction  of  law,  shall  be  kept,  the  heritor 
I  "Whom  lands  or  house  the  same  is  kept,  whether 
m  lands  belong  to  them  Id  property  or  oom» 
MMity,  if  they  be  present,  or  their  bailies  or 
ctan*  if  they  be  absent,  or  their  tutors  or 
fxmtmf  and  tlicir  bailies  or  factors,  if  they  be 
ilnora,  shall  immediately  advertise  the  sheriff 
r  the  abire,  lords  of  r^^ity,  Stewart  of  the 
avrartryi  bailie  of  baillary,  and  the  magistrates 
'  the  burghs,  within  whose  jurisdiction  the  said 
eld  conventicle  was  kept,  within  three  days 
Itar  the  same  Is  kept ;  certlfvlng  them.  If  they 
il  to  give  the  said  advertisement,  they  shall 
i  fined  In  the  fourth  part  of  their  valued  yearly 
mt :  apon  which  information,  the  said  sherifn, 
id  other  magistrates  foresaid,  shall  be  obliged,. 
id  are  hereby  commanded  and  required,  to 
•der  the  heritors  of  the  parish  to  meet,  and  to 
ikc  trial  who  were  at,  or  In  accession  to  the 
lid  conventicle.  And  to  the  end  they  may  be 
M  better  able  to  prooced  in  the  said  trial,  the 
lid  heritors  are  hereby  empowered  to  examine 
pon  oath  such  as  they  shall  suspect,  or  who 
lall  be  beat  able  to  give  information  therein, 
■d  to  return  to  the  sheriff,  or  other  noMigistratca 
irceald,  the  trial  so  taken  by  tbemf  and  that 
i%h  all  poesible  expedition ;  and  which  trial, 
le  Hiid  sheriib  and  magistrates,  or  their  d»- 
■lee,  are  hereby  required  immediately  to  dte 
sfisre  them  those  contained  in  the  said  return, 
r  any  others  whom  I  hey  have  reason  to  suspect 
»  have  been  at  the  said  conventicles,  and  to  fine 
iieb  of  them  as  compear,  and  amerciate  such  as 
rm  abeeiit,  as  acoonis  of  the  law:  ujmn  which 
entrnces  homings  and  captions  being  raised, 
nder  the  signet  of  our  privy  council,  by  the 
tid  sheriffs,  and  the  other  omcen  fwrenaid,  ^to 
rhom  the  halt'  of  the  anid  tinvs  aud  amercia- 


at  this  Ume,  among  whom  it  is  cer-  ,^q. 
tain,  these  murdering  pnnciples,  as 
they  are  termed  (owned  by  some  few,  whom 
oppression  forced  to  heights)  did  not  at  all 
spread.  Ilad  the  penner  of  this  paper  said. 
**  That  the  insolence  and  barbarity  of  the 
soldiers,  the  oppressive  and  bloody  lawK, 
with  the  execution  of  them,  and  the  spite 
and  virulence  of  the  clergy,  did  drive  th«' 
unwary  commons  to  extremities,**  it  hod 
been  more  agreeable  to  truth  and  fiu;t 
Kext,  the  kilig  is  made  to  restore  *'  the  just 
rights  of  heritors  and  masters  over  their 
tenants  and  servants.*'  What  rights  they 
have  over  them  to  servitude  and  civil 
claims  by  their  tacks,  I  am  not  here  to 
debate ;  but  I  know  no  right  they  have,  or 


ments  are,  for  their  pains  and  expenses,  hereby 
declared  to  belong)  the  heritors  and  masters  of 
the  said  rebels,  are  hereby  obliged  to  concur 
with  the  sheriff  or  other  officers,  their  de- 
putes or  others  whom  they  shall  name,  to  the 
poinding  the  said  rebels*  goods,  apprehending 
their  persons,  and  that  under  the  pain  of  being 
liable  to  the  fine  and  penalties  im|ioBed  upon  the 
delinquents.  Likeas  the  said  sheriffs  and  others 
foresaid,  are  hereby  required  to  give  an  account 
of  their  diligence  In  the  premisses,  to  our  privy 
council,  upon  the  first  council  of  Julv  and  De- 
cember yearly,  under  the  pains  contained  in  the 
eighteenth  act  of  the  third  session  of  our  second 
parliament;  all  which  shall  be  without  preju- 
dice to  us  ;  and  our  officers  of  state,  in  our  name, 
to  raise  pursuits  before  the  lords  of  our  privy 
council  against  auoh  who  have  been  present  at 
field  conventicles  (though  without  arms)  for  an 
arbitrary  punishment,  or  to  Insist  before  our 
criminal  court,  against  such  who  have  been 
thereat  in  arms,  I'or  underlying  the  crime  of 
treason,  conform  to  the  fifth  act  of  the  first  ses- 
sion of  our  first  parliament,  and  our  proclama- 
tion, dated  the  thirteenth  day  of  May,  one 
thousand  six  hundred  seventy  and  nine  years. 
And  to  the  efFect  our  pleasure  in  the  premisses 
may  be  made  known,  our  will  is.  and  we  charge 
you  strictly,  and  command,  that  incontinent, 
these  our  fetters  seen,  ve  pass  to  the  market 
eroas  of  Edinburgh,  and  market  crosses  of  the 
bead  burghs  of  the  several  shires  within  this 
kingdom,  and  other  places  needful,  and  there  in 
our  name  and  authority,  by  open  proclamation, 
make  publication  of  the  premisses,  that  none 
pretend  ignorance,  according  to  justice,  as  ye 
will  answer  to  us  diereupon.  The  which  to  do, 
we  commit  to  you  conjunctly  and  severally,  our 
full  power,  by  tbir  our  letters,  delivering  them 
by  you  duly  executed,  and  Indorsed  again  tit 
the  bearer.  And  ordain  these  presents  to  be 
printed. 

Given  under  our  signet  at  Edinburgh  the 
eighth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred eighty  and  one,  and  of  our  reign  the 
thirty-third  year. 

Per  actum  c/ominorum  «ccrc(i  concuti. 

Gon  5ANa  THli  TkVU^. 
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1 88 1  ^^^  have,  to  impose  npoD  their  con- 
sdences,  and  prescribe  to  them  in  re- 
lipoas  matters,  or  persecute  them  upon  their 
differing' from  them,  unless  we  suppose  the 
king  hath  parcelled  out  to  heritors,  hb 
ecclesiastic  supremacy,  and  they,  as  well  aiB 
the  bishops,  are  sharers  in  tlult.  8ad  had 
the  case  of  the  commons  at  this  time  been, 
had  they  taken  their  rules  and  pattern  in 
morals  and  religion  from  the  most  part  of 
their  masters,  who  bare  down  conventicles. 
What  ri^lit  is  by  this  proclamation  restored 
to  masters,  I  know  not,  but  sure,  by  former 
and  present  bonds  and  proclamations,  the 
rights  of  h^tors  were  sadly  invaded,  when 
they  were  forced  to  become  surety  to  the 
government,  for  their  tenants  and  their 
servants,  in  every  imposition  made  to  please 
the  prelates.  The  hands  of  masters  here 
indeed  are  strengthened  in  persecution,  and 
thf^y  are  involved  as  actors  in  all  the  seve- 
rities of  the  time,  by  their  being  required 
(and  under  a  sn'iuging  fine)  to  a<;quaint 
the  sheriff  within  three  days  after  of  a  field 
conventicle;  upon  which  information  he  is 
to  convene  the  whole  heritors  of  the  parish, 
and  they  are  to  make  trial  who  were  at  the 
conventicle,  and  take  oaths  thereanent; 
what  they  find  is  to  be  laid  before  the 
sheriff,  and  he  to  fine  as  law  accords,  and 
to  have  the  fines.  Thus  the  heritors, 
though  the  best  noblemen  of  the  kingdom, 
must  be  underworkers  to  the  sheriff,  yea, 
assist  him  in  poinding  and  seizures,  upon 
the  hasard  of  being  equally  culpable  with 
the  delinquents.  If  this  be  the  restoring 
heritors  to  their  rights,  the  reader  may 
judge.  Accounts  of  diligence  in  this  are 
to  be  laid  before  the  council  in  July  and 
December,  and  all  tliis  but  prejudire  to 
other  [>ro8ecutiou8. 

May  4th,  **  The  council  being  informed, 
that  chapmen  who  travel  up  and  down  the 
country,  are  the  pentons  who  deiuinch  and 
abuse  the  people,  and  convene  them  to  lltld 
conventicles,  resolve,  that  there  shall  be  a 
clause  in  the  next  proclamation  that  is 
published,  discharging  them  to  ti-avel  witli- 
ont  passes  under  the  bheriffs  hands,  that 
they  are  orderly  persons."  At  the  same 
time,  they  ordain  that  schoolmaKters,  in 
purishos  where  indiil^-ed  ministers  are,  who 
hare  not  license  i'l'ow  the  bishop,  be  re- 


moved by  the  sheriff  or  magtetrate;  and 
the  Ufwn  major  of  Edinbargfa  b  warranted 
to  apprehend  such  who  teach  schools  b 
Edinburgh,  or  the  suburlM  thereof,  without 
license,  and  abtfse  and  oormpt  the  youth  in 
their   principles.     That   taihe  day,   upon 
information  that  John  'Gray,  with  some 
other  rebeb,  had  invaded  the  house  of  Mr 
(leor^  Gillespie,  minister  of  Tkibohon, 
and  vi^ounded  him  and  his  brother-in-bv, 
the  council  give  orders  to  »nilimon  the 
parish  to  answer  iti  terms  of  law,  and  KDd 
their  Panics  to  the  hard  of  CVai||7e  M  his 
care  in  that  matter,  and  add  him  to  the 
justices  of  the  peace  in  that  shire.    Jnne 
9th,  new  orders  are  given  for  garrisons  in 
serenl  bouses  in  the  west  country;  u4 
letters  are  writ^  one  to  the  earl  of  Loudon, 
to  prepare  the  house  of  the  Som ;  another 
to  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  as  to  the  castbof 
Strathaven;  and  a  third  to  the  eori  of  KiU 
mamock,  as  to  the  house  of  Dean.    I  have 
foi'meriy  noticed,  that  those  garrisons  were 
the  ins^ments  of  many  severities.     The 
council  issue  out  a  proclamation  tor  a  fiut; 
June   1 6th.    The  causes  of  it  are  a  little 
singular,  the  blasphemous  and  sanguinaiy 
opinions  of  many  who  have  left  the  com- 
munion of  the  church,  the  threatened  fiun- 
ine,  and  the  approaching  session  of  par- 
liament, as  they  stand  at  lengtli  in  the  pro- 
clamation itself,  wliich  1  have  added  below.* 


*  Prodamaiion far  tt  fast,  June  16fA,  IfiBl. 
^  Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.  grartinC' 
Forasmuch  as  almighty   God,  who  afnm  hb 
I  vrondertui  restoriiif  of  us  to  oar  royal  Ti|fcti 
aiid  gnvemment,  and  ddiverance  of  this  ssr 
ancient  kingdom  from  the  tyrannical  nsurp*- 
tion   Qoder  which  the  late  nital  rebellfoD  en- 
slaved it,  hath  been  mercifully  pinuied  to  pre- 
senre  its  peaoe,  and  bless  it  with  plenty,  doth 
now,  by  his  warnings  and  judgments  Inrjimbent 
and  impendent,  manifestly  discover  his  anfer 
and  displeasura  against  the  grievous  sins  tbtfv- 
of,  committed  by  the  abuse  of  both,  in  permit- 
tiog  many  who  have  departed  frmii   the  coon- 
manion  of  this  national  chareh,  to  give  theiB' 
selves  over  to  embrace  and  believe  sad,  blaaf^ 
mous,  sangoinary,  and  treasonable  delusions,  to 
the  great  scandal  and  reproach  of  the  prote»- 
tant  name  and  religion,  and  intfirting  a  hoagi 
scorching,  and   threatening  drought,   wherebjr 
the  fruits  of  the  ground,  the  necessary  pro- 
vision for  the  life  of  man  and  beast,  are  in  dan- 
ger to  be  burned  up  and  coosumad,  the  Lord, 
for  the  luxurious  sbuse  of  our  plenty,  having  m 
long  in  his  rigbteons  judgment  bound  up  ihr 
iAouds,  iask\\\%  \lve  h^mvensi  brass  and  the  mnh 
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trtamnt  ii  givea  to  the  earl  of 
y,  sheriff-princiiMd  of  Diiinfjries» 
utes,  to  call  before  them  seyeral 
in  Dumfries,  and  others  ia  the 
ou%'euticlea,  eouuBiiue  witiiewee 
meauwhile  the  pf  oc-ewes  a|puu«t 
i  the  council,  are  continued.  It 
•entod  to  the  council,  that  many 
Kirkcudbright,  Wigtou,  and  | 
A'ho  were  in  the  late  rebellion, 

their  houses,  aj^d  intromit  with 
s»  the  bherifili  and  other^magis- 
ordaiucd  to  seize  and  present 
latice,  and  at  t\\e  same  time  to 
cxent^  and  lands  for  his  majesty *8 
Ikewise  irecomnicnded  to  them  to 
country  from  held  conventicles, 

such  as  are  guilty,  with  certiii- 
;  ii' jthey  fi&il,  the  council  will  send 

In  a  little  time,  those  orders  are 
fally  extended  to  the  shires  of 
fTy  and  Galloway,  in  a  proclama- 
I  because  1  have  not  seen  in  print, 
ains  a  good  many  of  such  as  were 
at  year  and  this,  1  have  given  it 
the  registers. 

8,  &c.  greeting.  Forasmuch  aa 
8  underwritten,  are  by  decreet  of 
jommis«iioner8  of  justiciary,  for- 
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feitedin  their  lives,  lands  and  goods, 
for  their  treasonable  rising  in  arms 
ii^  the.  late  rebellion  at  Bothwell-bridge,  vis. 
David  White  smith  in  Lanark,  Gideon  Weir 
gunsmith  there,  David  Gibson  there,  John 
WiUon  writer  there,  Mr  Thomas  Pillans 
there,  James  Lawrie  writer  there,  Archibald 
Simpson  there,  Thomas  Lachlan  there, 
William  Fi'i^guson  there,  John  Sample 
mason  there,  Thomas  Inglis  there,  Alex- 
ander Anderson  there,  John  I^nmpluray 
tliere,  John  Jack  in  Nerupkir,  William 
Padzean  mason  in  Lanark,  Robert  Lockhart 
of  Birkhill,  James  Weir  of  Johnshilp,  John 
Steel  in  Overwaterhead,  John  Iladdow  in 
Douglas,  James  White  there,  William  Fal- 
coner in  Hamilton,  Arthur  Tacket  there, 
Gavin  W^otherspoon  of  lleathrie-know, 
John  Easton  portioner  of  Quarryneen, 
Robert  Goodwin  maltman  in  Glasgow, 
James  Cunninghame  merchant  there,  Isaac 
Blackwell  son  to  Thomas  Blackwell  there, 
William  Riddel  feuar  in  Rutherglen,  Robert 
Fleming  of  Auchinfin,  John  Hamilton  feuar 
in  Rogerton,  Thomas  Clraig  feuar  in  Jack- 
toun,  John  BfliUer  feuar  of  Long-calderwood, 
John  Wilson  of  Ilighfleet,  IU)bert  Steven 
feuar  of  Newland,  John  Steel  of  Windhill, 
John  Cochran  of  Craigie,  James  Dykes 


villi;  mlled  a  parliainriit  to  aiiNemble 
;h  on  tli«  twfuity-eighth  of  Julsr  next, 
iii(  hikI  e<(tHblikhiug  the  civil  aiitl  re-> 
ri*fil8  of  this  1cingd<»m,  ami  for  KUp- 
i  gmMl  and  wholesume  laws,  Nuch 
ueiplra  and  diftordera,  which  tend  to 
ion  ol'  both  ;  therefore  we,  out  of  our 
uponitiou,  have  thought  ftt,  with 
ir  privy  council,  by  thia  our  procla- 

indict  a  general  and  public  day  of 
humiliation,  that  all  our  loving  sub- 
e  moved  heartily  to  turn  apt^lly  to 
'ue  repentance,  and  t4»  send  uu  their 
jrert  and  ttupplicHtions  for  wine  and 
tWma  unto,  and  a  bleniiig  upon  the 
rliament,  for  healing  the  breaches, 
iug  the  diiisof  the  kinfldom,  especially 
pt  and  diwibedirnce  of  thi*  holy  gos- 
rcat  prevalenry  of  atbelMin,  error, 
1  profaneneJis  and  irreligion,  together 
niluinkful  abuse  of  peace,  with  which 
o  long  time  blessed  our  government ; 
oua  mourning  for,  and  aincena  turning 
I,  the    Lord  may  graciously  pardon 

op«*n  the  clouds  tor  preserving  the 
9  ground  for  the  comfort  of  man  and 
ir  will  is  faerefore,  and  we  straitly 
and  charge,  that  the  said  fast  be  re- 
lod  solemnly  kept  throughout  this 
ly  all  aubjecu  and  people  within  the 


same;    requiring  hereby  the  archbinhopa  and 
bishops  to  be  careful  that  the  fast  be  duly  ob- 
served in  their  respective    dioceses,    vis.    the 
archbishops  of  St  Andrews  and  Glasgow,  the 
bishops   of   Edinburgh,    Dunkeld,    Dumblain 
and  Brechin,  to  cause  it  to  be  intinaatMi  In  the 
several  parish  charcbn  .within  their  dioceses, 
upon   Sunday  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  Juno 
instant,  to  be  observed  on  Wednesday  there- 
after the  twenty  ninth  day  of  the  said  month ; 
and  the  remanent  bishops  .whoaa  dioceses  aro 
more    remote,  to  cause  it  to  be  intimated  on 
Sunday  Umi  third  day  of  July  next,  and  ob- 
served on  Wednesday  thereafer,  the  sixth  day 
of  the  said  month.     Which  Intimation  is  to  be 
made  by  the  ministers  reading  this  our  ro^al 
prodamation  from  tha  pulpit,  and  in  exhorting 
a  serious  and  devout  performance  of  the  duties 
and  devotions  becoming  fasting  and  hamilia- 
tion,  aa  they  tender  the   favour  of  almighty 
God,  the  saisty  and  honour  of  the  protestant 
religion    and  established  government,  and  as 
they  woold  avoid  the  wrath  and  indignation 
of  God  agaiuat  this  kingdom ;   certifying  all 
such  as  shall  contemn   such  a  religious  and 
necessary  duty,  they  shall  be  proceeded  against 
aa  contemners  of  our  authority,  as  well  as  ne- 
glectera  of  so  religious  a  duty. 

Given  under  our  signet  at  Edinburgh,  the 
sixteenth  day  of  June^  168L 
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^^.  portioiier  of  Hallmm,  John  Cardnf 
feurtn  Jadcton^ThamuFatonatOlil* 
kirk  of  CimbimeUiaii,  John  Whitdnw  of 
BoUiH'cU^eil,  John  I'fetenon  there,  John 
White  of  Neoky  ThomM  Linn  of  BhurachiB, 
John  WeddAle  of  Chiidale,  John  Clyde  in 
Kilbr}'de»  all  in  Lanaikehire ;  Gilbert  &Uo- 
kil wraith  of  Dumochrj,  Thonv  Macjarrow 
uf  Bar,  John  Mat  jarrow  of  Peujarrow,  Henry 
Maijarroir  of  Athaibany,  Gfreorge  M'Chir  of 
Benmaiip  Heniy  Mackil  wraith  of  Auchin- 
flour,  John  Alexander  of  Dnmochry, 
M'Unken  aon  to  M'Unken  in  Hilker- 

ton,  Allan  Bowie  aon  to  Bowie  of  Dnunley, 
Jaines  Wood  in  Ayr,  Patridc  M'Dougal  of 
Freug^h,  Mr  William  and  Alexander  Gordons 
of  Earlston,  Mr  William  Fei^unon  of  Kait- 
loch,  Dunbar   younger   of  Machir- 

moir^  John  Bell  of  Whiteside,  John  Gibson 
of  Anehinohero,  Gibson  younger  of 

1  ngliston,  Gordon  of  Dendcucb, 

Grier  of  Dalgonar,  8mith  of  Kilroch, 

M'Lellan  of  Barma^rechan, 
(iiordou  of  Craigic,  Lennox  of  Ireland- 

tun,  Gordon  of  Barharraii,  John  Fow- 

berton  of  Auchiodirie,  Darid  M'Cnlloch  aon 
to  Ardwell,  WUliam  Whitehead  of  Mihi- 
house,  John  Webih  of  Coniley, 
Neilson  of  Corsack,  Robert  M*Lellan  of 
Bancob,  Samuel  M'Lellan  his  brother, 
Fullarton  of  Nethermill,  Georg<>  Mavkartnie 
of  Blacket,  (lordou  of  Garrery, 

(fordon  of  Knockgray,  Herron  of 

Littlepark,  Gordon  of  Holm, 

( rordon  of  Overbar,  John  M'Nauj^^ht  of  Culg<- 
iiad,  Murdooh,  alias   laird  Murdoch, 

Andrew  Sword  in  Galloway,  John  Mal('x>Im 
in  Dalr}',  in  Galloway.  Which  persons  (as 
we  are  informed)  do  notwitlistanding  live 
and  reside  at  or  near  their  dwelling  places, 
and,  by  themselyes,  or  others,  to  their  use 
and  behoof,  do  uplift,  possess,  and  enjoy 
their  lands,  rents  and  goods,  as  if  they  were 
our  free  and  peaceable  subjects,  in  high  and 
proud  contempt  of  us,  onr  authority  and 
laws  9  we  therefore,  with  adTice  of  our 
privy  eooneil,  do  hereby  give  and  grant  full 
power,  authority,  and  ooramistion  to  the 
sherifis-principal  of  the  shires  of  Lanark, 
A}rr,  Dumfries*  steward  of  the  stewarty  of 
Kirkondbright,  Sir  Andrew  Agnew  of  Loch- 
naev  sherifi-prindpal  of  Wigton,  and  their 


impriMm,  and  piwflBt  Id  jortiM  tlie  iK%^ 
said  rebds  and  tnitoii*  wlMffVfcr  tbey  ou 
be  found  in  any  part  af  their  ahive  or  joria-^^ 
diction;  and  in  case  of  wtiatinfia  4ir  hostile 
oppoaitioa,  to  poma  them  to  tho  daath  Jqp 
force  of  arm,  or  drivo  thm  fosth  of  the 
boouds  of  theur  shirea  and  joriodictionnj 
and,  if  need  be,  aretocallto  theirwsiatBMS^ 
such  numbers  of  our  good  anbjectSa  aa  they ! 
shall  find  necesaary  for  their  aawsTanos^  yha* 
are  hereby  ordained  to  concur  with,  forti^! 
and  asaist  our  coniiiiimi^aMira  fmoMtid  in  this 
our  aervioe,  as  they  will  bo  anawonhle  al-.. 
their  ntmcat  peiiL  And  if,  in  proaacatita: 
of  the  said  rehela  and  traicon^  aay  of  thsH* 
shall  bo  mutilate  or  slain  bj  ony  of  oai- 
said  commissioners  assiBtittip  than,  w«  df-.' 
clare  that  they  ahall  never  be  persofed  ar*. 
called  in  qnesion  therefore,  bnt  that  thai 
same  ahall  be  repute  and  eateemod  good  sni- 
acceptable  service  to  na.  Given  noder  aanr 
signet,  at  Holyrood-bouse^  the  8th  day  il* 
October,  IfiSl,  and  of  onr  reign  the  asdl' 


>* 


Subscribed  ut  to 

It  seems,  the  former  orders  about  |>aPi' 
nsons  had  not  the  effect  earpeeted;  aad 
therefore,  October  6th,  the  council  appoiat 
the  above-named  houses,  with  the  castle  sf 
Dumfries,  and  house  of  Freugh,  instaatly 
to  be  made  patent  to  receive  garrisoni; 
and  the  conmiissioners  for  supply  ars  or- 
dered to  -furnish  them  provisions  at  the 
ordinary  rates. 

Thus  I  have  noticed  what  offers  in  th( 
proceeding  of  the  council,  this  year.    This- 
severity  against  all  nonconformiata,  yes, 
all  who  were  unwilling  to  be  active  in  the  ' 
measures  of  the  times  against  them,  gavs 
great  occasion,  and  no  small  temptatioB  to. 
many  to  turn  iiiformen  against  aerions  and "' 
religious  persons.    The  people  who  had' 
once  professed  to  be  presbyteriana,  and  had  ' 
now  iqMMtatized,  certainly  had  the  gnatsst « 
opportunitiea  to  gratify  the  managera,  and 
too  many  such  there  were.    Bnt  not  a  few 
others  likewise  lived  upon  this  base  and 
malicious  trade  of  informing  against  presby- 
teriana.   One  instance  of  this  I  have  from ' 
a  person  of  honour,  well  vouched,  and  so  i 
insert  it  here,  instead  of  many  others  thst 
might  be  given.    M'hether  it  was  at  tbiR 


depates,  to  pass,  pumie,  take,  apprehend,  VVituq  i^t«c\m\y^  w  «^tcv«  <v«k^  ^\ftT>K«rd,  1 
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lot  poditiTe,  mj  infbmation  wmtiii^  a 
icolardftte:  bat  the  fiu^  it  oertein,  and 
li  this  teaadaloDi  BMtliod  was  modi 
<«nmnni  by  peopk  in  power  at  thia 
.  Thera  waa  an  idle  diaM>kite  feUow, 
Kf«r  to  hii  trade,  named  Cfrneenabiels, 
10  afaire  of  Renfrew,  who,  finding-  in- 
«n  were  much  carcaMd,  went  into 
■bvigh,  and  found  meant  to  get  aceem 


mily  pTOTiaion ;  aad  then  they  riied 
the  honte,  took  away  the  liher  '^'* 
spooBt  and  the  kmvea,  and  went  oC  Injnt- 
tioe  I  matt  add,  that  the  goiwiinieBt  were 
afterwarda  to  moflh  aahaoMdof  thia  ttap,  that 
they  ordered  Oreenahiab  to  be  i^iptahended, 
and  Dnchal*t  ailver  tpoom  beinf  foand  on 
him,  he  waa  ordered  to  be  whifiped.    What 


punithment,  then,  did  aoA  deaerte,  who 
of  Ae  managert,  membert  of  the  countenanced  and  employed  anoh  a  villain, 
f  eoondL  To  them  he  repreaents,  he  |  or  ooaunitted  todi  nnUmited  powvr  to 
I  be  very  ntefiil  in  diaooverin^  and  ap- ;  him  ?    I  blnth  to  tet  down  anoh  pneticei. 


which  look  rather  like  a  Toridah  or  Frtneh 
goTemmeiit^  than  an  admiuatration  which 
had  any  pretext  to  law  or  jnatioa. 


SECT.  II. 

Of  ^  pToeeedmgt  qfike  jmHidary  (kit 
pear,  offomtt  mat^  heritor$,  Jbr  alleged 
bemg  ai  BotkweO,  mid  their  proem 
a^amst  John  S^prueij  with  Ao  pieadingt 
before  them^  t^xm  torture,  tmd  oAtr 
poinht. 


aaJTiii;  onted  ministert,  gendemen, 
olhen  who  entertained  and  heard 
t  finch  a  propoaal  being  Teiy  wel- 
1^  ordert  were  gtren  to  the  command- 
lAetr  of  tiie  foroea  at  Olaagow,  to  fur* 
Groenahiels  with  tnch  a  number  of 
aa  he  required,  with  power  to  him  to 
orderatotheuL  Accordingly,  he  comet 
a  party  of  about  twenty  toldiert,  to 
Mnoae  of  Duchal,  in  the  parish  of  Kil- 
imb,  one  night  about  midnight.  That 
Uent  and  worthy  gentleman  before 
1^  and  whom  we  thall  afterwards 
:  with,  waa  at  home,  and  deaired  to  I  comb  now  to  lay  before  the  reader,  the 
r  what  their  businets  wat,  and  what  procedure  of  the  criminal  oourt  during  thit 
m  they  had  to  ditturb  him  and  hit :  year,  and  begin  with  the  more  general 
y,  and  attack  hit  house  at  tnch  an  procettet  of  f<Mrfeiture,  wherein  the  joa- 
Monable  time.  The  soldier  of  the  ticiary  make  Tery  thort  work.  In  Mmtdi, 
finhion  declared  to  the  laird,  that  in- 1  the  heritors  of  Lanarkahire  are  befbra 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  and  them,  and  in  April  many  from  Ayrthire ; 
bo  utt  to  receive  his  orders  from  Mr  i  it  is  but  a  short  hint  at  bodi  that  I  need  to 
aahiels,  who  was  with  them ;  and  the  .  give. 

added, ''Sir,  should  he  just  now  order-  Upon  the  18th  and  21at  of  Maroli,  I 
f  ahoot  you  dead  on  the  spot,  I  durst :  find,  by  the  registen,  great  namben  of 
•  aaawerable  to  disobey.*'  Chreenshiek  heritors  in  the  thire  of  Lanark  are  pretent. 


told  Duchal,  he  had  ordert  to  search 
and  accordingly  the  doors  were 


and  called.  I  may  daai  them  in  two 
Uanchea ;  aome  of  them  make  a  reaigna- 
id^  and  they  made  a  yeiy  narrow  tion  of  their  landt^  and  are  ditmiiaed;  and 
h  throng  all  the  roomt  of  the  houte !  othen  of  them  ttmd  their  trial,  and  are 


leU-preachert,  vagrant  minittert,  for- 
l  pefftont ;  and  when  none  were  found, 
rovld  needa  lodge  with  his  whole 
in  the  house.  The  genUeman  had 
ng  left  but  pataive  obedienGe;  and 
r  aereral  dayt  they  quartered  upon  hit 


forfeited,  many  of  them  in  abteooe.  Ofth^ 
first  aort,  John  Williamton,  aoo  to  Joaeph 
MTilliamaon,  heritor  in  HoU,  John  Sprael 
younger,  writer  in  Glaagow,  Tamea  Walker 
younger  of  Haeketbnm,  William  Tweed- 
ale,  bte  bailio  of  Laaaik,  Hi^Weirmer- 
I.  After  a  day  or  two't  ttay,  Oreen-  chant  ther^  being  pannelled,  they  have  an 
oflered  to  retire,  if  they  would  give «  offer  made  to  them  of  the  king^a  indamnity, 
\  anm  of  money.  Dudial  being  eoiw  ,  and  aooept  of  it^  and  nnovnce  and  nriga 
I  of  no  fimlt,  peremptorily  relnaed  to  >  in  fiivoora  of  the  king,  coiniaittiwMaa  of 
any  thing.  Whereupon  they  con-  I  the  treatnry,  and  their  donatora^  all  laada 
1  until  they  eMt  ap  most  of  the  fk- ,  and  heriti^ea  fbSleii  to  1&Mm«  w  ^\0^ 

1  \ 
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Ibtj  had  •  rii^t'to,  bdbre  hb  mft- 
JMty'B  Mt  of  grace,  and  at  to  tlwin 
the  lorda  detert  the  diet  m  perpetmam, 
Thia  w»  a  kind  of  oonpoaktioii  by  Tohm^ 
lary  paftiiif  with  that  part  of  their  her- 
itlBKB,  whlah  they  had  a  rij^ht  to  in  their 
own  peraoB,  and  then  at  the  death  of  tlieir 
pareata  they  came  in  to  the  rest  of  the 
landa.  Thna  aomewhat  at  least  was  pre- 
aerved,  but  it  was  but  few  got  this  &Tour. 
The  Aur  greater  iramber,  who  were,  as 
the  former,  cited  to  this  diet,  and  indicted 
in  oommon  form,  as  guilty  of  the  rebellion 
at  Bothwell,  met  with  harder  measures,  as 
David  White  smith  in  Lanark,  and  other 
forty-six  belonging  to  Lanarkshire,  whose 
names  are  inserted  in  the  proclamation,  of 
the  date  October  8th,  just  now  inserted,  p. 
S47.      These  had  probation  led  against 


Waristoun.  The  eonrt  decern  them  to  hate 
amitted  all  their  chattris^  and  other  moTe- 
aUcs,  to  his  miyesty's  use,  and  to  lie  in 
prison  a  yearns  time.  This  was  done  m 
terrorem^  and  to  fright  all  others,  who 
should  be  afterward  on  the  asnaea  of  per- 
secuted people,  heartily  to  iUl  in  with  the 
measures  of  the  managers. 

Upon  the  5th  of  April,  these  who  were 

alleged  to  have  been  concerned  in  Botb- 

well  rising  in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  were  ia- 

dicted  in  common  form ;  a  great  many  uv 

delayed,  and  some  hare  their  diet  deserted. 

At  this  time  there  are  only  Gilbert  Bladril- 

wraith    of  Dummorchie,    Thomas    Hio- 

jarrow  of  Bar,  John  Maijarrow  of  Pio- 

jarrow,  Henry  Marjarrow  of  Anthalbanii^ 

Geofge  M*Lure  of  Bennam,  Hugh  UaddU 

iiTaith  of  Auchinflour,  John  Alexander  of 

them  in  absence,  and  all  that  is  proTen ;  Dmmmochrian,  M'Michan,  son  t» 


against  moat  of  them  is  conrerse  with  re- 
bels, when  they  were  going  up  and  down 
that  shire,  and  lying  in  camp  there,  in 
which  the  whole  shire  was  necessarily  at 
that  time  invoived;  and  they  are  all  for- 
feited in  oommon  form,  and  ordered  to  be 
executed  as  traitors,  when  they  shall  be 
apprehended.  A  few  others  are  brought 
oit*  by  the  Terdict  of  the  assize,  as  not 
having  their   indictment   proven   against 


M'Michan  of  Killentrian,  AUsb 
Bowie,  son  to  Bowie  of  Dmnbog. 

The  last  was  at  Hamilton-muir,  but  die 
witnesses  depone  he  wanted  arms.  The 
depositions  against  the  rest,  generally  qtesk- 
ing,  bear,  that  tliey  were  seen  with  the  re- 
bels, when  going  up  and  down  the  oountiy, 
and  very  few  of  them  are  seen  at  Hamiitoa- 
muir.  They  are  all  forfeited,  and  whea 
taken,  to  be  executed  as  traitors  in  common 


them.    Indeed  the  probation  against  them  !  form.  Some  papers  before  me  say,  there  wit 


who  are  forfeited  is  abundantly  lame ;  but, 
it  seems,  the  advocate  would  have  all  who 


no  proof  against  John  Alexander  of  Drnio- 
mochrian,  his  being  at  BothwelL    The  etrl 


did  not  reHign  tlieir  lands  to  be  concluded  |  of  Glencaim  had  the  gift  of  his  estate,  and 
under  the  same  condemnation,  and  threat-  -  made  it  over  to  John  M^Levan  of  Grimnut, 


ened  the  people  on  the  assize,  with  a  pro- 
cess of  error;  and  I  find  Au«i^ist  3d,  a  pro- 
cess of  error  raised  against  those  who  had 


who  possessed  the  same  till  the  end  of  the 
year  1693,  notwithstanding  the  act  1690, 
rescinding  forfeitures.    8ome  other  of  the 


been  upon  the  assise  iu  March  last,  and    forfeited  estates  were  possessed  by  the  do- 


had  liberate  some  of  the  heritors  of  the 
shire  of  Lanark,  notouriy  known  to  have 
been  at  Both  well-bridge.  There  are  in 
the  records  very  long  and  learned  debates, 
by  the  lawyers,  in  defence  of  the  assizers. 
The  matter  is  very  intricate,  and  turns 
upon  qiiisquous  points.  At  length  all  the 
assizers,  exc^t  three,  come  off  one  way  or 
other.  Some  of  them  decline  their  de- 
fences, and  come  in  the  king's  mercy :  the 
advocate  deserts  the  diet  against  others. 
The  three  whom  he  insists  against,  are 
Alexander  ihuy  and  James  Bailie,  mer- 
cfiMiita  in  lidinburgh,  and  James  Gray  o( 


nators,  for  some  years  after  the  revolntion; 
so  long  did  the  effects  of  these  iniquitous  actf 
continue.  Geoi^  M^Lure  of  Bennam,  in  the 
parish  of  Bar,  his  lands  were  about  three 
hundred  merks  a  year,  and  hia  moveables  % 
thousand  pounds ;  both  were  possessed  by 
Edmonstoun  of  Broich :  he  himself  was  after- 
wards apprehended,   continued  in  prison 
about  a  year,  and  died  abroad.      Hugh 
Mackilwraith  of  Auchinflour  was  likewise 
taken,  and  by  money  to  the  advocate,  and 
composition  with  the  donators  for  his  land$ 
and  moveables,  and  for  procuring  a  remis- 
\  ttois  «x^c^d«i,  «a  a^^eara  by  an  account 


HAJP,  ,v.l 


OF  TH£  CHUKCH  OK  SCOTLAND. 


afii 


ifirt. .  me .  Hinder  him  hands  <^^t  nvoi 
9]9Miil4  nerki^  and  yet  his  laads  were  but 
HHitrtviro  buiulred  merks  yearly  rent  The 
n^,diyr  the  court  desert  the  diet  against 
^lert  JFullarton  of  JBenuels^Hobert  Kisbet 
;^|[^reenhalm9  Kennedy,  younger 

{fdenour,  and  James  Aird  younger  of 
ilton,  who  compeared  upon  the  paunei, 
|4,offcred  to  abide  a  triaL  I  may  notice 
igf^nerally  in  both  these  processes,  that 
^teuoe  passes  only  against  absents,  and 
fHfen  heritors  appear  and  abide  their  trial, 
1^.  .of  them  are  found  guilty.  Indeed  it 
ff^  yery  easy  iinding  people  guilty,  when 
^ipreaent  to  answer  for  themselves,  which 
H^  fthe  case  of  the  most  part 
4,  have,  before  me  a  well  vouched  a(xx>uut 
*^e  sufferings  of  James  Aird  of  Milton, 
fdlj  got  to  heaven.  This  worthy  man^s 
pcacter  needs  scarce  be  given,  he  was  so 
H^^^nowu  in  the  west  of  Scotland,  for  his 
(fIfKSat  piety,  and  unwearied  employivy 
lyaelf  for  the  good  of  souls ;  and  the  loss 
Hlmned  by  his  death  is  truly  very  great 
|l( father,  John  Aird,  was  a  merchant  in 
J^s^w  since  the  revolution,  and  he  lived 
^1^  at  and  near  Kilmarnock,  in  tliis  period 
flffl  upon ;  they  were  both  iiued  once  and 
ff^,£w  not  hearing  the  episcopal  ministers. 
(]^ile  Air  Aird  younger  was  at  Kilmariu>ck, 
(l^^Camsgie  curate  there,  upon  a  sabbath- 
g^  vhich  was  very  stormy,  and  the  church 
Hfy  thin,  at  the  close  of  the  aftemoon^s 
I^PKM^  having  caused  lock  the  kirk  doon» 
imd  over  the  names  of  the  parishioners,  at 
Ifiet  the  heads  of  families,  and  whoever  did 
Hfc  answer  to  their  names  were  marked  ab- 
l||t^.and  his  name  given  up,  and  lined.  In 
9fl  year  167b,  twenty-four  s<Jdien  were 
pinrtered  upon  him  for  twenty  days,  and 
fl0r  they  removed,  twelve  more  for  fomv 
MWi  daye.  When  before  the  justiciary,  lifty- 
9il  .witnesses  were  sworn  as  to  his  being  at 
Mhveli,  but  nothing  being  proven,  liis 
ie^befora  the  justiciary  was  deserted,  and 
«^  .liberate.  However,  he  was  forced  to 
0Pff  with  the  laird  of  Broich,  who,  upon 
hfl.fieoount  of  alleged  reset  and  converse, 
'g^.fk  gift  of  bis  moveables,  and  to  give  him 
,.  thousand  merks,  and  his  chai^^  before 
ha  justiciary  were  upwards  of  three  huj^ 
lead  merks ;  and  yet^  in  a  few  weeks  after 
10  was  libocate,  parties  wero  ^fiit  to  Jiis 


house  in  quest  ol" him.  He  wutlor 
ibrty-two  nights  forced  to  lie  in  the  ^^'* 
open  fields,  and  for  several  ysan  oUiged  lo 
abscond,  and  put  from  kmking  after  bis 
affiurfli  Alany  times  parties  eann  to  bis 
house,  andri^Nl  it  of  every  thing  tbey  could 
cany  away.  After  all  this  trouble  tUeexoel- 
lent  Cluristian  bad  thirty  years  of  the  eigoy* 
ment  of  pure  gospel  ordiiianoas,  since  the 
revolution;  and  he  used  to  say, one  of  the 
gospel  days»  and  reCreshiag  oonunuaioBS.  we 
have  since  had,  was  more  than  a  lewacd  far 
all  the  small  sufferings  (as  he  was  pleased  to 
term  them}  lie  had  endured. 

Ilaving  thus  gone  through  the  more 
general  forfeitures  this  year,  let  me  observe^ 
that  upon  the  hist  of  January,  TiuMnas  Turn- 
bull  of  IStaudhill,  and  Walter  Tunibnll  of 
Bewly  are  forfeited  in  absence  ia  commou 
form,  by  the  justice  court;  the  probation  of 
their  being  in  arms  at  Bothwell  is  pretty 
phun.  Several  other  heriton  in  the  Mens 
and  Eerwick^ire  are  cited  to  this  diet 
and  some  compeared,  and  some  not;  but 
probation  faibi  against  them,  and  so  1  need 
say  no  more  about  them. 

1  find  upon  the  16th  of  Febrmwy,  the 
process  of  forfeiture  against  Alexander 
Hamilton  of  Kinkel,  which  since  July 
1679  hath  been  still  in  depeudanoe,  ia  de- 
serted before  the  council  And  upon  the 
last  of  February,  Kinkel  appears  beAve  Che 
justiciary,  and  produces  an  aot  of  oouncil 
bearing,  "  that  considering,  Alexander  Ham- 
ilton of  Kinkel  hath  been  loag  before  tlie 
justiciary,  and  the  advocate  is  net  ready  to 
insist,  the  oouncil  order  him  to  be  liberate, 
he  giving  bond  to  appear  when  ealled." 
Accordingly  the  justice  oonit  desert  the 
diet  VLpon  Kinkel's  giving  bond  aad  caution 
to  compear  under  penalty  of  ten  thousand 
merks.  The  great  oausc  of  this  good  man's 
getting  off  thus,  was,  by  former  oppression, 
fines  and  hardships,  his  lands  were  brongfat 
so  low,  that  they  were  scaroe  worth  a 
donator's  while  to  seek  ailor. 

I  shall  end  this  section  with  an  aoeeunt 
of  the  procem  against  John  Sprenl,  apothe- 
cary in  Ghisgow,  who  was  bcftwe  the  jos- 
ticUry  June  this  year,  and  give  it  at  some 
length,  both  because  it  was  after  torture, 
and  made  no  little  noise ;  and  1  have  dis- 
tinct and  atteiilcd  »r.cQ\\iA%  <A  '\V  v^  >a 
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.^1  oonlioMd  mora  than  mx  jettn  m 
*  ok)M  piisonar  after  torture.  Thii 
gflatbaua  it  yet  alife  after  all  hie  eon  mffer- 
ingi^  and  I  knpir  hie  modeety  will  not 
allow  me  to  pre  that  chancter  of  him 
which  he  deeervee,  and  therefore  I  ehall 
only  relate  hia  enfferingi  as  thej  etand  in 
the  public  recordi,  intermixing  eome  other 
hints  whidi  I  hare  well  vouched.  Mr 
Sprenl't  troubles  began  very  soon  afl«r 
Pentland.  His  fhther,  John  Spreol,  mer- 
chant in  Pftialey,  was  fined  by  Middleton, 
although  he  had  suifered  for  his  reftising 
the  tender;  he  paid  the  one  half  of  his  fine, 
and  being  prosecuted  for  the  other,  or  rather 
his  reftuing  the  dechuration,  he  was  forced, 
with  many  other  worthy  persons,  to  ab* 
seond.  When  genend  ]]^daiel  came,  ss  we 
have  heard,  to  Kihnamock  in  the  year 
1667,  a  party  of  soldien  H-vre  sent  to 
Hsisley,  mid  took  Mr  Spreul,  whose  soffer- 
ings  I  am  now  relating,  prisoner,  merely 
bccaase  he  would  not  discover  where  his 
lather  was.  At  that  time,  after  many  ter- 
rible tlireatenings  of  being  shot  to  death, 
roasted  at  a  fire,  and  toe  like,  and  some 
short  confinement,  he  was  dismissed.  In 
the  year  1677,  he  wss,  with  Aikeuhead  and 
many  other  gentlemen,  cited  before  a  court 
in  Glasgow,  of  which  some  account  has 
been  already  given.  Finding  that  severity 
\vta  designed  against  all  that  compeared, 
Mr  8prenl  absented,  and  was  with  several 
other  worthy  persons  denounced  and  inter- 
communed,  though  nothing  was  laid  to 
their  charge  but  mere  nonconformity. 
This  obliged  him  to  quit  his  house  and 
shop,  and  go  abroad,  sometimes  to  Holland, 
France  and  Ireland,  and  merchandise.  He 
was  in  Ireland  with  his  uncle  Mr  James 
Alexander  in  May  1679,  and  came  over  to 
Scotland  after  the  scufl9e  at  Dmmclog  in 
June,  and  went  to  his  house  at  Oawford*s 
dyke,  where  understanding  the  conduct  of 
the  west  country  army,  he  had  no  freedom 
to  join  them,  though  his  own  brother  James 
Spreul,  and  two  cousins,  John  Spreul 
writer,  and  John  Spreul  merchant  in  Glas- 
gow, were  with  them  in  arms.  His  busi- 
ness obli;^  him  to  be  with  some  in  that 
army,  but  he  never  joined  them.  After 
tho  defeat  at  Both  well  he  abMM)nded  again, 
hoirevof  his  wife  and  family  was  turned 


out  of  his  honse  and  ahop,  and   all  the 
awveablea   secored.    Within   a  littie  he 
retired  to  Hidlandy  and  rtayed  there  some 
time,  where  hearing  of  the  continued  per- 
secution in  Scotland,  and  growing  divisioBs 
among  the  snfferen,  he  came  home  16tsi), 
with    a  deeign    to   bring    his    wife  end 
finnily  to  Rotterdam.    When   lurking  it 
Edinburgh,  November  ISth,  a  severe  search 
was  made  for  B(r  Caigill  and  his  foUowvm, 
.and  Bfr  Spreul  was  apprehended  by  msfer 
Johnston  when  in  his  bed,  and  his  goodn  he 
had  brought  finom  Holland  seised  by  the 
party,  though  none  of  them  were  prohibit- 
ed.   He  was  carried  first  to  the  general, 
and  then  to  tlie  guard  at  the  Abbay,  where 
Mr  Skene  and  Archibald  Stuart  were  pri- 
soners; with  whom  he  was  carried  np  to 
the  tolbooth  next  day  about  nine  of  the 
clock  when  the  council  was  convened.    Bj 
the  council  regbters  we  have  seen  he  iru 
examined  November  13th,  but  his  answen 
are  not  insert,  and  therefore  I  shall  gire 
the  substance  of  what  passed  as  far  ss  Mr 
Spreul  could  remember.    He  was  inter- 
rogate, were  you  at  the  killing  of  the  areb- 
bishop?  An»,  I  was  in  Ireland  at  that  tiar. 
Qnest,  Was  it  a  murder?    Ans.  I  knoir 
not,  but  by  hearsay,  that  he  is  dead,  end 
cannot  judge    other  men's  actions  apsfl 
hearsay.    I  am  no  judge,  but  in  my  di^ 
cretive  judgment  1  would  not  have  done  it, 
and  cannot  approve  it.    He  was  again  ll^ 
ged ;  bnt  do  you  not  think  it  was  murder? 
Am,  Excuse  me  from  gmng  any  further; 
I  scruple  to  condemn  what  I  cannot  sp- 
prove,  seeing  there  may  be  a  righteoss 
judgment  of  God,  where  there  is  a  einfiil 
hand  of  man,  and  J  may  admire  and  sdore 
the  one  when    I    tremble  at  the  other. 
Ques,  Were  you  at  Dmmclog?    Am,  I 
was  at  Dublin  then.    Qaes.  Did  you  know 
nothing  of  the  rebels  rising  in  arras  when 
in  design?    Ans,    No;    the  fint  time  I 
heard  of  it  was  in  coming  from  Dublin  to 
Belfast  in  my  way  home,  where  I  heard 
that  Claverhouse  was  resisted  by  the  coun- 
try people  at  Dmmclog.     Que*.  Was  not 
that  rebellion  ?     Ques,  I  think  not ;  for  I 
OHn  the  freedom  of  preaching  the  gospel, 
!  and  I  hear,  what  they  did  was  only  in  self- 
defence.      Qh€s.   Were  you  at  Bothwell 
\  w\t\\  \\u*  T«\jtVb't     /taw*  After  my  return 
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InliMd  I  was  at  HmiilftoB  teakinf  in 
y  and  dMuing  oounte  with  my  cm- 


bo  1  went  Ibnragk  part  of  the  WHt 
aMWferjr  amy,  and  spoke  with  some  than, 
■noB  the  kiiif  ■  hig^-way  was  as  free  to 
■a  aa  to  other  men ;  but  I  neither  joined 
them  as  eonunander,  trooper,  nor  soldier. 
Qnm.  Was  that  rising  rebellion?  Am, 
IivilL  not  eall  it  rebeUion,  I  think  it  was  a ' 
pBonAsntial  neoesaity  pot  on  them  £or  their  i 
snm  safety,  after  Drumclog.  Tins  oon- , 
iMmm  of  his  he  was  nrged  to  sobsoribe^ 
bpi,abaolately  refiised  it.  By  the  registen^ 
IIbmI,  ''Mr  Sprenl  before  the  council, 
Kovember  15th,  confesseth  he  was  in  oom^ 
pmiy  with  Mr  Caigill  in  Edinborgh,  but 
VpU  not  discover  in  what  house,  and  adda^ 
that  there  was  nothing  betwixt  them  but 
salntations.*'  Mr  Spreul  hsTing  come  from 
fereland  in  the  time  of  fiothwell,  and  being 
j«at  now  come  firom  Holland,  and  owning 
ha.  had  been  in  company  with  Bir  Cargill, 
the  ■sani^rs  were  of  opinion  that  he 
iwnld  give  them  more  information:  and 
B^w  being  got  into  the  inhuman  way  of 
Ipotting  people  to  the  torture,  and  A.  Stuart 
smined  this  way,  November  15th, 
same  day  the  eoundl  pass  the  foilow- 
"  The  lords  of  his  mjy«8ty*s  privy 
having  good  reason  to  believe, 
•that  there  ia  a  primiple  of  murdering  his 
taM^esty,  and  those  under  him,  for  doing  his 
iia^ieaty*a  ssrvice,  and  a  design  of  subvert- 
ing the  government  of  church  and  state, 
fNVbsrtained  and  carried  on  by  tbe  fanatics, 
Upd  particnlariy  by  Mr  Donald  CaigiU,  Mr 
jtabsrt  Macwaird,  and  others  their  accom- 
ylioes^  and  that  John  Sprenl  and  Robert 
.jHlpiilton  have  been  in  accesnion  thereunto, 
.eirdain  them  to  be  subjected  to  the  torture, 
ufion  such  intennogatories  as  relate  to  these 
M^ffte  points.  1st  By  what  reason  and 
4|ieans  that  murdering  principle  is  taught 
ami  earried  onj  who  were  accessory  to  the 
contrivanoe  of  morderiog ;  who  were  to  be 
^nurdcred ;  and  also  as  to  the  archbishop  of 
Ml  Andrews's  murder.  2nd.  If  there  was 
.flpgr  new  rebellion  intended;  by  what 
SMans  it  was  to  be  carried  on ;  who  were 
jto  bring  home  the  arms  i  if  any  be  brought 
jor  bought,  and  by  whom ;  who  were  the 
oontriven  and  promoters  of  the  late  re- 
bellion at  BothwcU-brid^r4>.    Jd.  Who  ivere'i 


thoir  oorvBspooABnta  abroad  SMdnt 
home,  partkmhuEiy  at  Loadon^  or  '^'- 
elsawhcre;  what  they  know  of*  bringing 
home. or  dispcning  seditions  pamphlets, 
and  such  other  partifldan  as  relate  to  those 
gsneimls.  And  give  foil  power  and  oem- 
mission  to  the  esris  of  Aigyle^  Linlithgow, 
Perth,  and  Qneensbeny,  traaaurarwdepute, 
register,  adTooate,  jnstice-clerk,  geusnl 
Dalsiel,  Lord  C<dlii^^on,  and  Hadia^  to 
call  and  examine  the  aaU  persotas  in  toiw 
ture^  upon  the  said  intetvegatoriest  and 
such  other  as  they  shall  find  pertinsnt  upon 
the  said  heads,  and  report"  I  find  no  re- 
port in  the  ooundl  books,  beoaqae  notbii^ 
was  expiscate  by  torture,  whioh  was  net 
before  aoknowledged.  Indeed  there  was 
nothing  in  this  pk>t  and  murdering  design, 
but  imaginary  foars,  and  therefore  I  shall, 
from,  other  papers,  give  some  account  of 
this  torture,  the  questions  preposed,  and 
answers  given  by  Mr  Sprenl,  as  for  as  his 
men^ry  could  serve  him  afterwarda  to 
writedown.  The  lord  Haltoun  was  preass 
of  this  committee,  and  the  duke  of  York 
and  many  others  were  present*  The 
preses  told  Mr  Spreul,  that  if  he  would  not 
make  a  more  ample  confession  than  he 
had  done,  and  sign  it,  he  behoved  to  un- 
deriy  the  torture.  Mr  Spreul  said,  **  lie 
had  been  rery  ingenuous  before  the  council, 
and  would  go  no  further;  that  they  ooold 
not  subject  him  to  torture  according  to 
law;  but  if  they  would  go  o%  he  j^rotested 
that  his  torture  was  withont^  yea,  afsinst 
all  law;  that  what  was  extorted  from  him 
under  the  tortore,  sgainst  himself  or  any 
others,  he  would  resile  from  it,  audit  ought 
not  to  militate  against  him  or  any  others; 
«ad  yet  he  deoUred  his  hopes,  Ood  would 
not  leave  him  so  for  as  to  accuse  himself  or 
others  under  the  extremity  of  pain."  Then 


*  <*  When  any  are  to  be  ttmck  in  the  boots. 
It  it  done  in  tbe  prtoebce  ofthe  oMndl,  and 
npon  that  oooailoB  alneifcaU  otfer  to  run  away. 
llM  tight  it  to  dreadfulf  that  without  an  order 
mtrainlns  tuch  a  nambM*  to  ttay,  the  bflard 
woeld  be  forMken.  But  the  duke  [of  Yerfcj 
whUe  ho  had  been  hi  Scotland,  wat  to  <iu- from 
withdrawing,  that  he  looked  on  all  the  while 
with  an  unmored  Indlinvrenoa,  and  wtth  an  at* 
tentioo  m  if  he  had  been  to  look  epon  tome 
curiout  experiment,  lliit  gave  a  terrible  Idea 
of  him  to  an  that  observed  It,  at  of  a  mail  that 
had  no  bowels  nor  bamanity  iu  him.  "—Burnet « 
Ilblory  of  Viu  Own  VmvR*,  no\.\V.  v-  ^^ 
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for  hit  btiag  at  a  ooofcntiole  in  anm,  m 
vra  shall  hear.  A  good  many  had  ben 
alnadj  azeculad  chiefly  at  the  dnka  of 
York*t  instigmtioD,  aad  aome  cf  the  aia- 
agen  were  willing  to  ihow  thb  man  tont 


1681    ^^   hangman    pat    hii    foat    k  daka  a£  York  vary  BMuh  pramed  their 

the   ittntrumoit   oaUod  tha    boot,   guing  oa,  allagi^g  thaj  wh«  at  much  paiM 

and,  at  avory  ^uary  put  to  hna,  gave  fiva   aho«t  paor  qwyrti|  peopla»  hut  Mr  Hpnal 

fttrukea   or    thereby   upon    tha    vedgas.   waa  aoAra  dsagareue  tham  five  himdi«d  of 

The    qneriea    wer%    whether    he    knew   theak 

any  thing  of  a  plot  to  blow  up  the  Abbay  la  Marok,  an  iaddcat  fdi  in,  which 
and  duke  of  York?  who  wae  in  tht  lmm|iif  Mr  fiprmil  to  ■owe  raoni  ti  juLljj  U- 
plot,  aad  where  Mr  Cargill  was,  and  if  he  :  fore  his  tvial,  and  it  deaenraa  a  roam  hcrcL 
would  tubecribe  hia  oonfeetioa  before  the  |  John  Marray  a  eailor  waa  sentmoc^  to  die 
ixmnoil  ?  To  thew  be  declared  bin  abaalato 
and  utter  ignomnoe,  and  adhered  to  hie 
refusing  to  mbecribe.  When  nothing 
conld  be  ezpisoate  by  this,  tiiey  ordered 
the  old  boot  to  be  brought,  alleging  thia 
new  one  umd  by  the  hangman  was  not  eo  !  fayoar.  Aooordingly,  eereral  dnugfati  «f 
good  aa  tha  old,  and  accordingly  it  was  j  a  petition  were  proposed  to  him,  whieh  if 
brought,  and  he  anderwent  tha  torture  a !  he  woaU  sign,  die  oouacil  would  pniaaa 
second  time,  and  edhersd  to  what  he  had  j  him  a  reprieve :  he  refused  them  all,  si 
before  said.  General  Dalaiel  complained  i  what  he  thought  imported  a  receding  fima 
at  the  second  torture,  that  the  hangi- .  his  priadplea.  At  length.  Sir  WiUitni 
man  did  not  strike  strongly  enough  upon  i  Pstorson  calling  Mr  Spreul  who  was  in 
the  wedges;  he  said  he  struck  with  all  his  !  the  same  room  of  the  prison  with  Jete 
strength,  and  offered  the  general  the  mall ;  Murray,  to  another,  told  him,  the  council 
to  do  it  himself.  Mr  Spreul  was  very  firm, .  inclined  to  spare  Murray,  and  entreated  hiai 
and  wonderfully  supported,  to  his  own  to  deal  with  him  to  sign  any  petition,  aad 
feeling  in  body  and  spirit,  during  the  tor-  he  would  prmeBt  it  Mr  Spreul  was  aot 
ture.  When  it  was  over,  he  was  carried  willing  to  engage  much  in  this  auitter,  Isift 
to  prison  on  a  soldier's  bsck,  where  he  a'as  he  should  be  naistaken,  and  misrepresenteds 
refused  tlu)  benefit  of  a  surgeon;  but  the  and  John  Murray  would  not  direct  any 
Lord  blessed  so  the  means  he  himself  used,  petition  to  the  duke  of  Y'ork:  however,  st 
that  in  a  little  time  he  recovered  pretty  leoj^  he  drew  a  declaration  with  a  pe- 
welL  That  same  day  hia  wife  came  to  titory  clause  added  to  it,  which  satafisd 
Hdinburgh,  but  by  no  means  could  she  be  John,  and  he  signed  it  It  was  directed  is 
allowed  access  to  him,  to  help  him  after  the  council,  and  ran,  "  Whcreaa  I  am  eaMf 
bis  torture.  When  he  was  recovered,  the  misrepresented  to  your  lordships^  as  if  1 
advocate  sent  him  an  indictment,  and,  in ,  were  a  man  of  kjng-killiiig  prindplei^  1 
March  tbU  year,  he  was  before  the  jua-  declare  I  would  kill  no  man  what^ioraeTcr 
ticiary ;  but  the  advocators  witnesses  were  but  upon  self-defence^  which  tha  law  ef 
not  ready^  and  so  the  process  was  delayed.  God  and  nature  allows;  I  own  the  five 
Under  this  diUture,  new  witnesses  were  preaching  of  the  gospel,  whether  hi  tbe 
got  in  from  the  west  country ;  and  Mr  |  fields  or  houses,  seeing  it  is  written,  *  with- 
Sprcul  was  brought  before  some  counsel-  out  faith  it  is  impossible  to  please  God,  aad 
lors,  and  the  witnesses  confronted  with  him. :  faith  comoth  by  hearing.'  I  also  own  Jesia 
Mr  Spreul  contested  against  examining  wit^  ;  lliri»t  as  the  only  head  of  his  own  churrh, 
nesses  extrajudicially,  and  not  before  his  and  King  of  saints,  and  disown  all  otben 
judges  and  the  assize,  and  took  instruments  \  pretending  tliereunto.     May  it  therefore 


iu  Uw  clerk's  baud.  Meanwhile,  he  was 
infurmcd  by  one  present,  that  some  of 
tbe  witnesses  were  threatened,  and  others 


please  your  lordships,  to  recall  the  sentence 
ai^nst  me,  as  if  1  were  of  dangerous  aad 
king-killing  principles,  lest  you  bring  inao- 


of  tbem  bad  lai^  promises  given  them  to  I  cent  blood  upon  your  own  heads,  this  city, 

bvar  testimony  against  him.    Yet,  aflter  all, .  and  inhabitants  thereof;  fur  1  declare  I  am 

tbe  lords  themselves  began  to  think  tbe  |  no  papist,  and  bate  and  abhor  all   those 

probatiou  would  not  reach  his  life ;  but  lUc  V '^^^^uiVu-ii^,   V^WvXn,  M\d   murdering    prhi- 
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cjplM.**  '»Whtn  tUi-  ptivtioii  wm  tmd  in 
o>— dW  JohA  Mmxnsf  wm  arice^  who 
ium  il:  with  moeh  hSknhj  h%  wm 
bTOaghC  to  ftett ;  aimL  Miaightway  Mr  Spranl 
WIS  caUmI  before  tliem,  and  interrogate,  if 
he  luew  any  thnnf  about  a  petition  pr^- 
■rated  by  John  Uanrny.  He  asked  a  sight 
of.  it^  aiuL  owned  it  his  writ,  desired  it 
might  bo  feed  before  him,  and  that  he 
mighl  know  what  was  objeoted  against  it; 
and  acknowledged  he  had  drawn  it  at  the 
clsrk'i  earnest  desire,  and  again  entreated 
itflUffat  bo  read,  that  be  might  know  what 
tksyt  ^oamlled  in  it  Thk  was  not  done^ 
bnt  tke  dnke  of  York  rose  up,  and  said 
witkafiNiwn,''8BP,  would  yon  kill  the  kingP* 
after  ft  fwsM  Mr  Spreid  directing  himself 
to  tho  ohancellor,  said,  *My  bid,  I 
bkas  CM  i  am  no  papist,  1  lothe  and  ablior 
all'tboao  jssnitieal,  bloody,  and  murdering 
;  neither  my  parents,  nor  tiie 
I  heard  ever  taught  me  such 
pritiples"  A  great  silence  followed,  and 
ospeeted  that  Mr  Spreul  should  hsTo 
sent  to  the  irons  immediately.  In  a 
littlo,  the  chaneellor  asked  Mr  Spreul,  if  he 
had  been  st  Botbwell,  and  some  other 
yOsHons  nbtife  thereto;  which  the  pan- 
ael  decMned  giring  answers  to,  since  he 
was  before  the  justiciary.  There  was  not 
one 'word  more  of  the  petition;  but,  it  is 
proAnMe,  what  he  spoke  at  this  time  made 
Uo  prosecution  the  more  Tiolent  before  the 
jurtfaaaiy,  of  which  I  now  come  to  give 
aoooiliit  from  the  registers. 

Msrdi  Sd,  John  Spreul,  apothecary  in 
Glasgow,  is  indicted  before  the  justiciary 
for  treason  and  rebellion,  and  the  lords  con- 
timm  his  process  till  June  next  Upon  the 
601  of  June  I  find  him  in  the  pannel,  and 
tho  kwds  desert  the  diet  tinpHciter;  whe- 
tlMirit  was  from  some  informality  in  the  H- 
hAi  (Ot  what  was  the  reason,  I  cannot  tell, 
bat  tqNNi  the  lOth  of  June^  Mr  Spreul  is 
bmUjyhl  again  before  the  justiciary,  and  the 
adrdeate  produces  an  act  of  council,  dated 
Jade  Ml,  ordering  him  to  pmrsue  a  foifei^ 
tmtf  against  the  said  Mr  Spreul;  and  ao- 
cof^ingly  presents  an  indictment  of  treason 
and  rebellion,  for  corresponding  and  being 
present  with  the  rebels  at  BothwelL  It 
runs  in  the  common  fonn  which  is  insert 
above,  and  »o  needn  not  be  repnted  here. 


Only  I  notM,  tlmt  ht'  li<  ehoigod  |^. 
'  with  keeping  oompaa^  and  oorrea* 
ponding  with  Mr  John  Welsh  and  Mr  Samuel 
Amot,  the  bloody  and  sacrilegious  nnrderen 
of  the  kte  archbishop  of  8t  Andrews^  which 
is  an  arrant  Ihlsehood,  those  two  ministers 
having  had  no  share  in  that  foet  Tho 
pannel's  advocates  are  Sir  George  Lodchart, 
Blr  Walter  Pringle,  filr  James  Daes,  Bfr 
Alexander  Swinton,  and  Mr  David  Thoin, 
In  the  entry,  the  king's  advocate  declares, 
hs  makes  use  of  the  pannel's  oonfossion, 
when  put  to  the  torture  before  the  ooundl, 
only  as  a  mean  of  probation  to  adminica- 
late  the  other  probatfon  to  be  led,  bat  does 
not  insist  upon  that  confossfcon  at  this  time, 
either  as  a  crime  per  se,  or  as  a  sufBoient 
mean  of  probation,  arithont  beiqgadminion^ 
late,  as  said  is.  Mr  Pringle  alleged,  the  do* 
feader  could  not  pass  to  the  knowledge  of 
an  inquest,  because  it  is  offered  to  be  pro- 
ven, that  he  being  examined  before  the 
council  for  the  same  crime,  and  having  de- 
nied the  same,  and  thereafter  bein;  tortur- 
ed two  several  times,  he  still  denied  the 
same,  and  consequentiy,  by  the  law  of  this 
and  all  other  nations,  he  cannot  be  impscn- 
nelled  nor  condemned  for  that  crime,  upon 
any  new  probation,  and  protests  the  pannel 
may  be  heard  upon  the  relevancy  of  any 
pretended  oonfenion,  adduced  as  an  admi- 
nicle. The  advocate  replies^  that  a  denial 
upon  torture  cannot  infer  absolute  libera- 
tion, since  no  man's  obstinacy  should  be  of 
advantage  to  him ;  and  that  were  to  make 
disingenuity  a  remission,  and  tempt  crimi- 
nals to  conceal  truth ;  nor  doea  torture  in 
law  import  anymore  than  a  presumption 
of  innocence,  etadumbratam  veriiatis  spe* 
ciem  :  but  so  it  is,  that  in  law  presumptions 
may  be  tsken  off  by  dear  probation, /ir»- 
tumptio  cedit  veritati;  and  judges  and  ma- 
gistrates being  forced  to  put  suspect  per- 
sons to  torture,  how  soon  they  are  appre- 
hended, for  preventing  iUrther  danger;  if 
this  torture,  by  way  of  inquisition,  predude 
future  probation,  it  will  follow,  that  either 
crimes  must  be  left  undiwovered,  by  not 
putting  suspect  persons  to  torture,  or  that 
pannels  be  absolved  and  suflEered  to  go  un- 
punished, by  wsnting  after  opportunities  of 
leading  just  probation  against  them;  aa&4 
(added  he)  how  t^bawl  wwiX^  \\  >at^>iDal  'v 
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.^^.    person  ^Itjoflmrninff  nnetrnpolis  !  ^nd  custom  of  imtions,  lias  proceeded  with 
and  yet  denying  tliis  in  a  preparatory  \  that  equality  of  justioe,  that  aa  in  case  an 


trial,  ihonld  be  let  go,  when  afteni'ards  he 
might  be  con\nct  by  plain  probation  ?  By 
this  means  wicked  persons  might  escape:  but 
there  can  no  hurt  follow  from  the  advo- 
cate*s  position,  that  torture  only  ought  to 
prevent  a  new  trial  upon  infdcia  cot^ectur4B^ 
and  presumptions,  but  not  upon  a  clear 
probation.  He  further  asserts,  that  the 
moat  that  can  be  pleaded  in  law  is,  that  no 
man  can  be  tried  upon  the  principal  and 
chief  grounds  and  points  for  which  he 
was  tortured;  but  the  pannel  was  never 
tortured  upon  the  grounds  ho  is  now 
to  be  tried  upon:  that  he  was  tortiured 
upon  his  accetfsion  to  the  king's  exoom- 
mumcation,  correspondence  with  Caigill 
and  other  rebels  in  Holland ;  whereas  now 
he  is  to  be  tried  upon  his  being  in  arms 
with  the  rebels.  He  adds,  that  ^e  pannel, 
upon  torture,  had  neither  cleared  himself, 
nor  satisfied  the  judges,  but  continued  in 
one  insuperable  obstinacy;  and  therefore 
the  reason  from  the  torture  ceases.  And 
lastly,  he  alleged  there  could  be  no  neo-ea- 
sity  to  examine  the  pannel,  as  to  his  acrefu 
sion  to  the  rebellion,  since  it  is  offered  to 
be  proven,  that  previously  to  his  torture. 


innocent  person,  forced  by  torture  to  con- 
fess the  crime^  behoved  to  be  condemned ; 
so  parity  of  reason  requiree,  that  if  the  per- 
son paiieniia  ma  vieerii  vim  iormetUanim, 
absohtndus  est,  nan  sobim  ab  vutwUia,  ted 
eliam  a  ermine.    And  the  reason  is,  be- 
cause the  accuser,  by  recurring  to  the  ex- 
traordinary and  subsidiary  remedy  of  tor- 
ture, does   place  the  whole  vigour  and 
effect  of  the  aflair,  i^n  what  shall  be  tht 
efieot  of  the  torture,  and  that  whether  the 
pannel  confess  and  be  oondenuied,  or.  by 
enduring,  pui^  all  manner  of  probatioB 
that  was  competent  against  him.    Agiis, 
it  is  true  that  if  the  judge  or  punotar  do 
not  subject  the  pannel  to  torture,  or  is 
torture  do  not  interrogate  him  etqfer  pap 
crimine  et  facto  principalis  but  only  pn 
ukeriore  veritate  tndaganda^  vei  circumt(^ 
tOi  delictum  aggravantibus,  in  that  case  tba 
tortore  cannot  operate  as  to  the  principil 
&ct;  but  that  does  not  concern  the  point  ii 
question,  in  regard  it  is  offered  to  be  pro- 
ven, this  pannel  was  tortured,  not  npoi 
any  special  copy  of  particular  presumptioni 
delivered  to  him,  nor  upon  these  special 
points  condescended  on  by  the  advocate, 


he  confessed  this  rrime  clearly  and  liquidly.  j  but  was  tortured  twice  most  violently  «v/H;T 
Sir  George  I^ookhart  duplies,  that  the  de-  '>«o  crimine,  and  the  principal  deeds  libel- 
fence  offered  for  the  pannel,  is  so  much  ,  led,  and  was  porticulariy  interrogate,  if  he 
founded  upon  the  common  law,  the  law  I  was  not  present  with  the  rebels  at  Both- 
aud  custom  of  nations,  the  opinion  of  the  |  well-bridge,  Hamilton  muir,  and  Glasgow; 
most  eminent  criminalists,  the  practice  of  upon  all  which  he  suffered  torture  witboat 
the  most  famous  tribunals  in  Europe,  that  any  acknowledgment.  And  what  can  be 
it  cannot  be  elided;  for  it  is  not  contro-  of  more  dangerous  cousequence,  than  that 
verted,  that  if  the  accuser  in  a  criminal  subjects  accused  of  crimes,  be  first,  by  way 
process  only  make  use  of  a  presumptive  of  expisration,  subjected  to  the  horrid  pain 
prol>ation,  without  putting  the  pannel  to  [  and  violence  of  torture  V  and  that  notwith- 
torture,  the  law  in  that  case  oonsiders  the  standing  that  many  times  their  members 
concourse  of  adminicles  and  presumptions,  be  torn,  lacerate,  and  disenabled  for  all  their 
and  in  that  case  proismnptio  cedit  veritati, .  lives,  yea,  may  run  the  hazard  of  their 
according  to  the  pregnancy  of  the  admin-  lives,  and  after  all  shall  not  by  enduring  so 
icles  or  presumptions  urged ;  but  when  the  much,  redeem  themselves  from  Auther 
accuser,  not  trusting  to  any  probation  he  is  trial  as  to  these  crimes,  if  this  doctrine  be 
able  to  adduce,  recurs  to  the  extraordinary  laid  down,  in  all  criminal  processes  the 
remedy  of  torture,  as  medium  erplorandi  et ;  first  inquiry  shall  still  be  by  torture,  whidi 
indagaiuli  vcritatem,  in  which  tortore,  as  the  law  only  allows  as  the  last  and  extraor- 
being  that  which  the  Uw  looks  upon  to  be  dinary  remedy, and  t>i«fi6si'<fito}i.'' yea,  torture 
res  fragiliSy  and  by  which  the  innocent  is  is  of  itself  of  so  extraordinary  a  natare, 
as  oft  oppressed  as  nocency  discovered ;  in  as  the  customs  of  many  nations  do  sl- 
tiiat  case  the  common  principles  of  law,   ton;plYv«i    tc^toVmiXa  \V  «dA  that  even  i\s 


lift 'liiit^HHedyr but  no  law  will  allow 
K^tiT'lM  made  tiM  of,  and  partitB  ttiU 
[lUIe^tb  fbrther  inqnriet,  as  to  the  same 
MieL*'  And  he  adds,  that  there  is  no 
pn^niRoe  hweby'  to  the  poblio  interests, 
tf ^'io  "his  msjesty,  heoaose  the  just  and 
A^pilar  way  is  still  patent,  and  his  mi0est3r's 
oneeta  are  first  to  use  their  utmost  inqmrj 
Ai^  '^robatioo';  and  if  this  MX  in  tresaon 
V*efhmimlm$  exctptii,  there  is  room  for  | 
list  remedy:  it  is  the  constant  opin- 
of  an  lawyers,  that  when  once  toi^ 
imik  nM,  it  exdndes  all  further  proha- 
mi;  and  the  lords  of  the  justiciary  are 
MWiJ '  to  cast  th«r   eyes   upon    Farin. 

riL  40,  Gams,  quM.  84,  No.  38,  where 
Utpi,'  that  an  the  world  is  of  opinion, 
!W'  torture  pui^pes,  etiamn  ddidum 
ttsM^  contra  ipmim  phne  probiOum,  and 
i&t  If  It  were  not  so,  double  punishment  is 
^|iMigone:  and  Oomesius,  cap.  13,  No. 
m,  "^^rpaovius  quest  125,  Damaderius, 
NUif.  sriminal.  cap.  89.  And  as  there 
i  iu^  jM)^! tive  law  and  act  of  parliament  in 
Itttland  for  torture,  except  in  so  &r  as  it 
tTflmnded  on  custom  and  common  law,  so 
IHJ  iff^cts  of  torture  must  be  interpret 
iMiMUn^  to  those ;  yea  the  practice  of  this 
flttSon  hath  been  exactly  agreeable  to  these. 
ffi;;fhe  year  l632  and  1633,  John  Tosh- 
being  pursued  as  guilty  of  statutory 
d,  for  wilful  fire,  and  burning  the 
of  Frendraught,  the  pannel  being 
lU^rirogate,  not  upon  the  whole  fiict^  as 
BWfl^  but  precisely,  whether  he  entered 
Bttf  the  tault  with  a  candle  that  night  the 
Mfafe  Was  burnt,  and  upon  this  subjected 
W'torture,  and  denied  it ;  and  the  process 
Mithiuing  iVom  August  to  Ncnreraber,  and 
Belice  to  February,  and  his  majesty's 
tHyfeiite  urging  a  new  probation,  and  Uie 
iUfnePs  lawyers  advancing  his  torture  as  a 
Itifence ;  the  lords  of  fnstioiary  sustained  it, 
tfktt  advising  with  the  council,  and  long 
^tihtdderihg  the  afihir.  The  practick  holds 
iivfch  stronger  in  this  case,  wherein  the 
jlinflel  was  tortured  upon  the  former  crime 
aM  question.  And  as  to  the  pretonce,  t3ie 
ifennel  had  confessed  the  crime  before  tor- 
M^'  as  to  himself,  and  was  only  tortured  as 
iB'hIs  complices,  and  its  cironmstsnces  not 
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a  denial  thereof,  whlobnManwhils  la 


1681 
qflered  to  be  proven :  and  farther,  no 

such  pretended  eonfeasioo  iaprodnoedin  writ^ 
under  the  pannel'a  own  hand ;  and  though 
It  were,  it  is  only  extnyudidal,  and  cannot 
be  a  mean  of  probation  before  an  inquest; 
and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  that  after  a 
confession  his  majesly'a  advocate  would 
put  the  pannel  to  torture :  <«nd  further,  it 
cannot  be  sustained  without  the  danger  of 
all  men's  lives,  that  the  depositions  of  wit- 
nesses may  be  made  use  of  to  prove  pre- 
tended oonfossions,  whereupon  to  infer 
guilt,  the  oonfossions  not  being  extant* 
The  pannel  indeed  was  desired  to  subscribe 
a  paper  containing  his  confession,  but  he 
abeolutely  refused  the  same.  His  majesty's 
advocate  consents,  that  it  shall  be  relevant  to 
thepanneltoprove,  that  he  was  tortured  upon 
this  very  point  by  oommand  of  council; 
and  for  Terifjring  the  contraiy,  the  com- 
mission itself,  November  lAth,  upon  which 
he  was  subjected  to  torture,  is  adduced, 
which  hath  been  insert  abovei,  and  needs 
not  be  repeated.  Sir  6eofge  Lockhart 
duplies  for  the  pannel,  that  the  pretext  ad- 
vanced by  the  advocate  is  irrelevant  that 
there  osn  be  no  necessity  on  the  pannel  to 
prove  that  he  was  interrogate,  as  to  the 
crimes  libelled  by  the  authority  of  oouncil. 
He  was  not  in  the  least  oUiged  to  consider 
who  interrogate  him,  there  being  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  ooundil,  and  be  exam- 
ined in  their  presence;  no  more  can  be 
required  but  a  proof,  thai  dSs  facto  he  was 
interrogate  upon  the  crimes  now  libelled, 
as  he  offers  to  prove.  To  suppose  he  was 
otherwise  interrogate  than  their  commis- 
sion bears,  were  to  stage  the  committee  of 
illegal  procedure;  bat  it  is  certain  the  pan- 
nel was  interrogate  on  the  crimes  libelled, 
and  his  answers  drawn  up  as  his  confession ; 
yea,  the  oouneil'a  commission  allows  par- 
ticulars upon  the  genersl  heads  set  down. 
After  theee  debates,  the  lords  by  their  in- 
terlocutor, **find  the  diitay  relevant  and 
remit  the  probation  to  an  assise^  and  repel 
the  defonee  founded  upon  the  torture,  in 
respect  the  commission  of  council  did  not 
warrant  the  pannel  to  have  been  questioned 
upon  any  of  the  crimes  mentioned  in  the 
dittey,  and  continues  the  said  action  till 
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[low  insisted  upon.     It  is  answered,  this 

loes  not  elide  the  defence,  but  resolves  in  I  the  thirteent^i  in«tax\t? 
nr.  ^  \5^ 
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im       Upon  the  13tii,B(rPriiigletlleged 
*  for  the  peimel,  that  notwithituding 
the  inteiiocator  and  commistion  produced, 
the  defence  ought  to  be  sustained,  and  takes 
initniments   npon  the  production  of  the 
commission,  and  contends  notwithstanding 
of  that,  the  committee  had  power  to  inter- 
rogate upon  the  crimes  Ubelled,  by  the 
peoond  branch  of  their  powers,  and  the 
general  clause  at  the  dose  of  the  third 
branch;  that  agreeably  to  these,  they  might 
justly  interrogate  him  if  he  was  at  Both* 
welLhridge,  and  offers  to  prove  he  wss 
aeeordingly  interrogate.    Mr  David  Thoirs 
adds,  that  the  committee  are  sole  judges  of 
the  pertinency  of  the  interrogatories,  and 
he  baring  in  torture  denied  the  same,  be 
most  be  absolved.    The  advocate  oppones 
the  conmiission  and  interlocutor,  and  offers 
to  prove,  that  it  was  argued  and  concluded 
in  council,  that  he  should  not  be  interrogate  , 
upon  his  accession  to  BothweU-bridge ;  and 
the  committee  again  agreed  he  should  not 
bt  interrogate  ttmpUciUr,  upon  his  being 
in  the  rebellion,  which  is  the  only  thing 
now  insisted  on.      To    this    Sir  George 
Lockhart  oppones  the  oommissiou  of  coun- 
cil, and  the  pannel  again  and  again  takes 
instruments,  and  protests  it  may  lie  and 
remain  in  the  clerk's  hand;  and  adds,  that 
commissions    upon    which    so    important 
effects  have  followed,  as  torture,  ought  not 
to  be  subjected  ex  post  facto  to  glosses  and 
interpretations ;  that  the  alleganoe  of  con- 
trary resolutions  is  no  way  relevant,  be- 
cause taiUum  creditur  judici^  quantum  ap- 
paret  ex  actis,  and  the  commission  under 
the  clerk's  hand,  can  never  be  redai^ed  by 
any  probation  of  verbal  conclusions  ai\d 
debates;  and  it  is  an  unanswerable  argu- 
ment, the  committee  proceeded  according 
to  their  commission,  that  it  is  again  and 
again  offered  to  be  proved,  that  the  pannel 
was  subjected  to  torture  the  second  time, 
because  he  refused  to  sign  the  confession 
offered  him,  which,  among  other  things, 
contained  an  answer  to  an  interrogatory  as 
to  his  accession  to  Bothwell.    The  lords 
having  considered  this,  with  the  former 
debate,  ^  find  no  new  matter  alleged  for  tlie 
pannel,  and  adhere  to  their  former  inter- 
li>cutor,  and  remit  the  dittay  to  an  assize." 
JJieir  Dames  I  omit  for  brevity ;  after  they 


are  lawfully  sworn,  and  the  advocate  aH- 
duoes  his  witnesses, 

John  Laing,  ohimigeon  in  Hamiltoo, 
depones,  he  was  with  the  pannel  in  June 
1679,  in  Hamilton,  about  fitting  accounts 
betH-ixt  them,  according  to  an  appointment 
made  before  the  pannel  went  to  Ireland; 
that  not  being  able  to  end  them,  the  pan- 
nel took  his  horse,  and  rode  away  with 
pistols  and  holsters  towards  Glasgow,  and 
that  he  used  to  see  the  pannel  before  the 
rebellion  ride  with  pistols,  and  that  no  dis- 
course pasted  betwixt  them  as  to  the  rebels 
then  in  aims,  and  this  was  about  eight  dayi 
before  the  engagement,  and  the  pannel 
said  he  was  come  stnught  from  Ireland. 

David  Caldwell  in  Monkland  is  next 
adduced.    Bfr  Pringle  olgeets  against  him, 
in  regard,  that  since  the  pannel  was  cited 
upon  this  Ubel,  he  hath  been  estnuned, 
and  deponed  upon  the  contents  of  the  libel, 
and  by  no  law  can  any  previons  inqnisitioa 
be  niade,  or  witnesses  examined  after  s 
criminal  pursuit  is  raised :  and  Sir  Qeorp 
Lockhart  adds,  that  this  matter  is  of  the 
last  importance  as  to  the  lives  of  people, 
that  after  panneb  are  accused,  the  wit- 
nesses shall  not  be  adduced  or  examined 
but  in  judgment,  and  in  presence  of  the 
pannel  and  inquest     The  reason  is  plsiu, 
because  the  pannel  is  to  be  confronted  m 
omni  actujudieialiy  which  concerns  his  life} 
with  the  witness,  and  he  to  be  interrogste 
upon  the  mutual    interrogatories  of  the 
pannel,  which  may  tend  to  clear  the  psa- 
nePs  innocence,  and  the  witness  is  not  to 
be    predetermined,    by   depositions    upon 
oath,  without  calling  the  pannel,  which  ia 
law  is  proditio  testimonii.    This  was  deter- 
mined by  this  court,  January  8th,  1672,  io 
the  case  of  the  present  justice-general,  and 
the  Johnstons  of  Carshago,  and  my  lord 
advocate  in  his  criminals  sets  down  and 
approves  the  said  decision.    Tlie  advocate 
answers,  that  proditio  testimonii  is  ouly 
reprobate  by  law  when  ultroneous,  and  not 
when  oath  is  g^ven  before  a  judge,  which 
can   be  no  prejudice  to  a  pannel,  and  is 
necessary  in  many  cases,  especially  that  of 
rebellion,  which  is  so  horrid  a  crime,  that 
many  things  are  sustained  in  a  process  of 
that  nature,  not  allowed  in  other  cases 
IsucViaasodicKminu;  and  it  is  necessary 
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u  this  cue,  thai  it  may  be  kuown  what  l 
ntneMes  are  to  b«  securedy  who  otherwiae 
ronld  Dot  come.  Beiidca,  in  March  last, 
ftar  ft  aolcmn  debate,  thia  yerj  defence 
ras  repelled  in  council,  and  the  juatioet 
iqumaBded  to  examine,  and  did  aou  He 
Mtdt^haX  aa  there  is  no  hasard  in  doing  to, 
hf  hasnrd  to  tlie  commonwealth  is  great, 
f  Uua  be  neglected ;  that  honeat  witnesaea 
ipon  OAth  will  depone  nothing  but  truth, 
ind  that  atill  any  depoaitiona  probative 
Boat  be  in  the  part/a  presence,  and  this 
jonrt  IB  not  to  regard  any  depoaitiona  but 
what  axe  before  them:  that  the  previous 
arial  doea  not  hinder  the  pannel  from  pro- 
Mrandiog  bia  interrogatories,  which  is  the 
nsaaon  of  the  act  of  parliament ;  and  though 
iftitr  the  libel  ia  given,  nothing  can  be  fui^ 
'h0t  done  by  way  of  inquest,  and  further 
fBi^deaing  the  pannel,  yet  oatha  may  be 
itob  for  clearing  what  witnesaea  ought 
#1m  aacwed,  lest  tbey  abstract  themselves 
br  being  in  the  same  crime,  otherwise 
I— iitimns  a  hundred  of  the  liegea  behoved 
Mbe  aeonred  at  once:  and  laatly,  the  adr 
naeate  dadares  he  makes  no  use  of  the 
ivwions  deposition.  Sir  Geoige  Lockhart 
npHea,  the  objection  standa  in  full  foroe; 
ISv  ahhoogh  m  imeUeio  inqumtionia,  before 
i  person  be  cited  as  guilty,  there  is  room 
b  hear  the  declarations  of  witnesses^  yet 
■  mdicio  acruMtioniij  and  when  the  party 
isipdicted,  there  ia  no  room  for  proceed- 
ing, bat  where  the  party  ia  present;  and  it 
•  of  no  effect  for  the  lord  advocate,  to 
ledore  that  he  makes  no  use  of  the  former 
iepositions,  for  they  have  already  had  their 
iffeet  prejudicial  to  the  pannel,  vis.  to 
imit  and  predetermine  theui,  so  that  they 
auinot  depone  otherwise  than  already, 
vichont  in&my  and  perjury :  and  it  is  not 
Ml  interpret  but  to  subvert  the  act  of  par- 
iament,  act  90th,  pari.  11.  Jam.  VL  to  say 
tlHit  witnesses  may  be  first  examined  upon 
Hith,  the  pannel  l»eing  absent,  and  then 
sxamined  again  in  his  presence,  after  they 
lave  deponed.  As  to  this,  points  being 
dready  determined  in  the  point  of  Lanark 
Mritors,  March  last,  it  is  answered,  the 
pnrtence  is  groundless,  and  it  is  peremptor- 
ly  asserted,  that  since  the  foundation  of 
iliia  court,  there  was  never  a  witness  ex* 
imined  upon  oath  in  the  pHnneVs  absence, 


after  he  waa  accused,  and  there  can  be 


IMI. 


no  exception,  except  when  the  pannel, 
after  citation,  is  contumadoualy  absent  And 
even  in  that  case,  there  can  be  no  farther 
procedure  made,  not  ao  much  as  to  examine 
witnesses  to  lie  m  retentis,  except  in  the 
case  of  open  rebellion  and  public  seditioo, 
and  that  only  by  virtue  of  a  late  act  of  par 
liament,  before  which  witnesses  conld  not 
at  all  have  been  examined.  After  thia 
long  debate,  the  lords  "  repel  the  objection 
founded  upon  the  depositions  taken  by 
order  of  council,  in  regard  they  do  not 
allow  bia  majesty's  advocate  to  adduce 
them  as  a  probation,  and  ordain  the  wit* 
nesses  to  be  received."  Sir  George  Look- 
hart  takes  instruments,  that  it  u  acknow- 
ledged there  were  other  depositions  takea 
of  the  witnesses  out  with  the  presence  of 
the  panneL  Another  objection  ia  made 
against  the  same  witness  aa  todut  crimmwf 
but  the  krda  rspel  it,  beeauae  he  hath 
taken  the  bond  appointed  by  the  indem- 
nity, and  the  process  is  of  treason.  Sir 
George  Lockhart  takea  instruments,  that  It 
is  acknowledged  the  witness  wsa  in  the 
rebellion,  and  haa  taken  the  bond.  Then 
David  Caldwell  depones,  he  thinks  he  saw 
the  pannel  riding  in  arms  half  a  mile  from 
Hamilton,  the  Friday  before  the  defeat  at 
Both  well;  that  there  were  some  men  with 
him  whom  he  knew  not  to  be  rebels,  but 
some  of  them  had  arms ;  that  he  never  saw 
the  pannel  before  that  he  was  half  a  mile 
from  the  body  of  the  rebela ;  that  he  does 
not  know  if  the  pannel  was  repute  one  of 
the  rsbebi;  that  he  met  the  pannel  in  the 
high-way  at  the  Moderwall,  in  the  way 
fWmi  Hamilton  to  Edinbuigh;  that  he 
never  aaw  the  pannel  since,  but  be  thinks 
he  is  the  man  he  saw  there;  that  he  knew 
none  in  company  with  the  pannel,  except 
one  Russel,  whom  he  saw  frequently  in 
company  n'ith  the  rebels. 

James  Hamilton  in  Hamilton,  called 
Nepos,  depones,  he  aaw  Mr  8prsul  in  June 
1679,  going  alone  through  Hamilton  to  an 
apothecary's  shop,  with  a  vralking  sword 
about  him ;  that  he  never  heard  him  repute 
among  the  rebels  at  that  time. 

James  MilUr  in  Millhengh  depones,  in 
June  1679,  he  saw  one  designed  Mr  Sprenl 
riding  with  ann«  cm  a  ^^^5  \vQc%ft^'^Y\i^  ^^ 
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rebels  in  Hamilton  mnir;  that  the 


pannel  is  like  the  man  designed 
Mr  Sprenl,  but  dare  not  depone  he  is  he ; 
that  he  never  heard  that  after  that  Mr 
Sprenl  was  among  the  rebels. 

John  Sprenl,  writer  in  Glasgow,  depones, 
that  he,  being  in  company  with  the  rebels, 
met  the  pannel  and  another  in  his  csompan  j 
upon  the  road,  half  a  mile  from  the  Haggs 
some  days  before  Both  well;  that  he  did  not 
see  the  pannel  in  company  with  the  rebels 
in  Hamilton  muir,  nor  any  where  else. 

John  Aird,  merchant  in  Glasgow,  de- 
pones, that  he  and  the  pannel,  with  another 
woman,  were  in  company  in  the  depo- 
nents house  at  Glasgow  with  Mr  John 
Welsh.  A  vast  number  of  other  witnesses 
are  sworn,  but  they  have  nothing  in  their 
depositions  worth  while. 

When  the  probation  by  witnesses  was 
ended,  the  advocate,  for  further  probation, 
adduced  the  abovementioned  alleged  con- 
fession in  presence  of  counciL  Sir  George 
Lockhart  alleged  for  the  pannel,  that  the 
pretended  confession  before  the  council 
could  not  be  repeated  as  a  mean  of  proba- 
tion in  this  process,  because  that  it  is  not 
signed  by  the  pannel,  but,  when  it  was 
offered  to  him,  was  disowned  and  disclaimed 
by  him,  and  what  he  would  not  sign ;  that 
it  is  most  unreasonable  that  a  confession, 
not  acquiesced  unto  by  the  pannel,  and 
drawn  up  ex  post  facto,  and  after  a  long  in- 
terval of  time,  should  be  made  to  militate 
against  him,  by  any  witnesses  whatsom- 
ever,  and  the  reason  is  because  a  confes- 
siou,  importing  what  concerns  a  man's 
life  or  fortune  may  be  mistaken  by  wit- 
nesses as  to  the  tenor,  and  phrases,  and 
manner  of  expression,  all  which  may  make 
a  vast  difference  as  to  the  meaning  and 
import  of  such  a  confession ;  and  nothing 
can  be  of  worse  consequence  in  criminals 
than  to  lay  down  this  foundation,  that 
what  is  deponed  by  witnesses  may  be  taken 
for  a  man's  own  confession,  especially  ex 
post  facto,  and  after  a  long  interval  of  time; 
yea,  though  the  said  confession  were  signed 
by  the  pannel,  yet  being  extrajudicial,  and 
not  coram  coinpetente  judice  as  to  the  pro- 
(?ess  and  crime,  it  cannot  be  sustained; 
since  such  cxtTfijudicial  confessions,  e?en 
ill  ii'Hting,  and  incontinently  taken,  are  in 


law  revocable,  eijldemtum  Jaemmi  m  pro- 
cessu  crimmali^  as  appears  firom  Matthaens 
de  Crim.  p.  370,  CImiu,  qnest  54^  and  the 
most  that  such  confessions  can  operate  is 
only  indicmm  ad  iarturam^  which  the  pan- 
nel has  endured,  and  was  suljected  to  it, 
because  he  refused  to  own  the  said  i^e- 
tended  confession.  Further,  acocvding  to 
the  practice  of  all  nations,  it  is  statnted, 
act  90th,  parL  11.  James  VI.  that  all  wriU 
and  documents  used  in  probation,  shall  be 
taken  in  face  of  the  inquest,  and  conse- 
quently before  the  judges  competent,  where- 
as this  confession  was  extra  locum  Juris, 
and  the  privy  council  are  not  proper  judges 
in  this  process.  All  which  defences  the 
pannel  propounds,  as  separatim  relevant 
His  majesty's  advocate  replies,  that  the 
pannePs  not  signing  the  confession,  sayi 
nothing,' because  it  was  read  to  him,  and  it 
shall  be  proven,  that  he  could  not  disown 
the  confession ;  and  the  pannePs  contumacy 
cannot  be  of  use  to  him,  and  ought  not, 
unless  one  crime  be  made  to  defend  ano- 
ther; and  the  constant  custom  has,  upon 
good  reason,  made  unsigned  confessions 
valid ;  and  Skene,  Stuart,  and  others  died 
upon  such  confessions :  that  the  confession 
was  written  and  read  ex  incontmerUi  to  the 
pannel ;  and  it  is  offered  to  be  proven,  that 
he,  being  advertised  of  his  danger,  and  the 
articles  read  one  by  one,  acquiesced  in 
them  all,  excepi  that  he  would  not  say  he 
was  in  the  rebellion;  and  exceptio  Jirmat 
regulam.  He  adds,  that  following  the 
merciful  example  of  the  king  his  master, 
and  being  unwilling  to  stretch  any  debatable 
point,  he  hath  only  adduced  this  confession 
against  the  pannel  as  an  adminicle,  and  a 
presumption  joined  with  other  pregnant 
grounds,  and  insists,  that  it  is  a  very  strong 
argument;  for  who  can  know  a  man's 
accession  so  well  as  himself  ?  Writs  may  be 
forged,  witnesses  may  be  false,  but  a  man 
ynW.  never  confess  falsely  to  his  own  hurt : 
and  therefore  a  confession  coram  judice 
incompetente  is  valid,  unless  the  confessor 
can  show  what  made  him  err.  Mascard. 
Conclus.  352,  No.  2.  Clams,  quest  55, 
No.  40.  It  is  proven  that  he  was  upon 
the  spot,  and  conversed  with  the  rebels; 
and  all  that  is  wanting,  is,  whether  it  wss 
^  animo  dcUnqucndi.     Kud.  certainly  his  oi»  n 
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coDtesiao  most  be  owned  the  inoct  solid 
cfidenoe  of  this.  To  which  it  may  be 
wided,  that  the  pannel  is  uniyenally  known 
to  be  of  these  prindplM  which  led  men  to 
Bothwell-bridge,  and  to  be  the  great  ring- 
leader there,  and  that  he  will  not  yet  call 
it  a  rebellion:  and  how  can  it  once  be 
thought,  that  he  who  wished  .so  well  to 
that  party,  trafficked  so  much  for  them, 
was  so  olien  with  them,  and  will  not  yet 
disown  it,  to  the  haiard  of  his  life,  being 
pfOYen  to  have  been  there  in  arms,  aod 
confessed  it,  who  will  think,  that  in  mate- 
ria veriiimiiif  that  the  confession  should 
not  operate  against  him,  aud  adminiculate, 
as  said  is?  Sir  George  Lockhart  duplies, 
that  the  pannel's  procurators  are  not  strait- 
ened by  the  instances  of  Skene  and  other 
traitors,  which  do  not  concern  the  point  in 
hand;  yea,  they  retort  these  instances,  in 
so  fiff  as  they  were  sisted  before  the  jus- 
tiees^and  did  repeat  their  confeisions  be- 
fore them  and  the  inquest,  and  ran  to  the 
highest  transports  of  fury  and  treason,  dis- 
owning the  king  and  his  judges,  and  were 
in  crimme  flagrante^  and  owning  and  com* 
Bitting  treason  in  face  of  the  court  He 
further  asserts,  there  cannot  be  one  instance 
giren,  wherever  a  confession,  importing 
forfeiture  of  life  and  estate,  not  signed  by 
the  person  or  judge,  when  he  cannot  write, 
bat  offered  to  be  proTen  by  depositions  of 
witnesses,  was  ever  heard  of  before,  or 
sustained :  and  contends,  this  is  reprobate 
by  the  general  principles  of  law,  and  the 
statutes  of  the  kingdom  in  judicio  civili, 
and  pecuniary  matters,  in  which  nuda  emi»- 
no  verbantm  will  not  be  admitted  to  be 
proven  by  deposition  of  witnesses,  in  a 
sun  of  an  hundred  pounds  Scots,  and 
ean  it  be  admitted  in  a  matter  of  life  and 
fortune  ?  He  adds,  that  it  is  notour,  that  a 
pretended  judicial  confession  before  the 
lords  of  session,  in  the  case  of  Osbum  and 
Buchanan,  though  produced  under  the  clerk's 
hand,  was  not  sustaiued  to  be  binding  in  a 
matter  of  debt,  because  not  subscribed  by 
the  party ;  and  it  would  be  a  strange  stretch 
indaed,  if  the  subscription  of  a  clerk,  or 
deposition  of  witnesses,  should  be  admitted 
in  a  matter  of  this  importance,  when  cast 
as  to  the  meanest  pecunisiy  matten:  in 
ahart,  whmt  is  adrtmced,  that  extmjudicial 


confessions  coraivyttc/tcemoofiipdiMlf,  .^gj 
may  be  adduced  in  modum  admimcuK, 
nisi  doceatur  de  errare,  comes  not  at  all  up  to 
this  case,  because  that  is  only  true,  where 
constat  et  apparet  de  veritaU  actus,  by  pro- 
duction of  the  confession  itJuAf;  in  which 
case  it  is  acknowledged,  that  both  in  ju- 
dicial and  extr^udida)  confessions,  if  tlfe 
party  be  able  docere  de  errore,  he  may  re- 
tract, and  be  heard  against  the  confession ; 
but  here  the  point  debated  is,  that  the  con- 
fession de  natura  sua  requirit  scripturam, 
which  is  not  in  this  case,  and  is  not  pro- 
bable by  witnesses :  and  as  to  the  concur- 
rence and  qualifications  of  the  other  admin- 
icles insisted  on  by  his  miyesty's  advocate, 
they  are  neither  proper  to  be  debated  nor 
answered  hoc  hco^  and  may  be  represented 
to  the  inquest,  where  they  shall  be  suffi- 
ciently taken  off.  Mr  David  Thoirs  adds, 
the  decision  of  the  court  in  the  case  of 
Roberton.  soldier,  who  having  confessed  a 
murder  before  the  three  commissioners  of 
the  justiciary,  the  advocate,  and  derk,  and 
the  confessions  signed  by  the  said  lords 
advocate  and  derk,  the  court  refused  to 
sustain  the  confession  either  as  plena,  or 
tem^lena  probatio,  in  respect  it  was  not 
taken  by  four  of  the  justices,  who  are  only 
a  quorum  j}ro  tribunali  sedentes.  The  lords 
having  considered  this  part  of  the  debate, 
''refuse  to  sustain  the  confession  to  be 
proven  by  witnesses,  as  a  mean  of  proba- 
tion either  plenary  or  adminictdate.** 

Then  the  advocate  moved  the  pannel 
might  be  interrogate,  if  he  thinks  the  being 
at  Bothwell-bridge,  rebellion.  The  pannel 
answers,  that  he  conceives  he  is  not  obliged 
to  answer,  because  it  is  not  the  crime 
libelled,  and  he  may  be  as  well  interrogate 
upon  auy  point  of  treason.  The  lords  hav- 
ing interrogate  the  pannel,  if  he  acknow- 
ledged the  rising  at  Bothwell  to  be  a  rebel- 
lion ;  he  answered,  that  was  no  part  of  the 
libel,  and  his  aftei>life  should  witness  him 
to  be  both  a  good  subject  and  good  Chris- 
tian. The  advocate  dosed  his  probation, 
and  protests  for  an  assize  of  error,  in  case 
the  inquest  absoilie  the  panneL  The  lords 
ordain  the  assize  to  indose,  and  return 
their  verdict  to-morrow;  which  they  did, 
and  when  opened,  waa  la  loV^^%.  "^"W^ 
assize  having  oonsidet«^X>ai«  ^«^\>cw^'^q&  k)»^ 
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Spreol,  una  voce  find  nothing  proren 
of  the  crimes,  contained  in  the  libel,  which 
may  make  him  gnilty. 

**  Neil  STBVKirsoif,  Chanc** 

Whei^upon  the  pannel  and  his  proca- 
nrtors  take  instruments,  and  crare  he  maj 
be  liberate :  but  his  majesty's  adTOcate  pro- 
duced an  act  of  council,  Edinburgh,  June 
14th,  1681.  "The  council  give  order  and 
warrant  to  the  justices,  notwidistauding  of 
any  rerdict  or  sentence,  upon  the  criminal 
dittay  bttely  pursued  agaiust  John  Spreul, 
to  detain  him  in  prison  until  he  be  exam- 
ined upon  several  other  poittts  they  have  to 
lay  to  his  charge. 

■Pat.  Mrnzies.** 

And  so  Mr  Spreul  was  sefit  back  again 
to  prison.  I  have  given  the  fuller  account 
o^  this  process,  and  as  distinct  a  detail  of 
the  reasonings  as  I  could  fonn,  because  I 
was  of  opinion,  the  debates  which  fi^  in 
in  this  case,  are  in  many  Inranches  of  them, 
upon  heads  common  to  serefal  other  suffer- 
ers in'this  period ;  and  the  pleadingf  of  such 
noted  lawyers  on  both  hands,  wiH  afford 
no  small  light  to  the  cases  of  torture,  of 
extrajudicial  confession,  the  refusal  to  sign 
confessions,  and  other  points  not  uncom- 
mon in  this  period.  Besides,  tiie  weight  of 
the  case  of  torture  itself,  which  deserves  a 
room  here,  the  method  of  treating  pan- 
nels,  and  the  pains  used  to  make  every 
thing  turn  to  their  disadvantage,  with  the 
vigour  now  used  in  the  prosecutions,  n-ill 
appear;  and  if  such  efforts  were  made  in 
this  process,  when  so  many  able  lawyers 
were  procurators  for  the  pannel,  we  may 
easily  guess  what  sad  work  was  in  the 
more  ordinary  processes,  with  poor  igno- 
rant country  people.  Upon  the  14th  of 
July,  I  find  Mr  Spreul  and  William  Lin 
writer  in  Edinburgh,  brought  beibi^  the 
privy  council,  for  being  present  at  field 
ronveatioles ;  and  they  are  found  guilty  of 
hearing  presbyterian  ministers  preach, 
when  some  of  the  hearers  were  without 
doors,  as  likewise  of  reset  and  converse 
with  intercommuned  persons.     The  matter 


to  conventicles;  and  each  of  them  h  fined 
in  6rt  hundred  pounds  sterling,  and  sent  to 
the  Bass.  Mr  Spreul  lay  six  years  in  tlie 
Bass,  and  we  shall  again  meet  with  him 
there  after  this;  and,  firom  his  km^  con- 
tinuance in  that  place,  he  has  yet  the  com- 
pellation  of  Bass  John  Spreul,  whereof  he 
needs  not  be  ashamed.  I  find,  joined  with 
Mr  "Spreul  in  the  same  process,  upon  the 
loth  of  June,  Robert  Fergusson  of  Letter- 
pin  ;  he  is  indicted  as  guilty  of  treason  and 
rebeUion,  by  his  being  at  Botiiwell-bridge. 
His  own  signed  confession  is  adduced  as  pro- 
bation, and  the  lords  delay  passing  sentence 
against  him  till  November.  I  find  no  more 
about  him  in  the  registers;  and  by  some 
composition  or  other,  I  suppose  the  matter 
wasdropt. 

Thus  I  have  gone  through  what  I  meet 
with  this  year  before  the  criminal  court, 
relative  to  the  sulgect  matter  of  this  his- 
tory. I  oome  BOW  to  the  trouble  paatiea- 
lar  persons  are  brought  to  by  the  ootincil, 
and  otherwise. 

SBCT.  ni. 

Of  tlie  mfferings  of  particular  geiUlemen, 
ministers,  and  others  this  year,  not  unto 
forfeiture  or  death, 

Thb  persecution  of  presbyteriajis  being 
BOW  advancing^  to  a  great  height,  I  ahsH 
bring  in  a  detail  of  the  sufferings  of  seve- 
rals  taken  or  processed  this  year,  who,  in 
the  former  years,  had  no  small  share  of 
trouble,  with  some  other  hints  concerning 
particular  persons  in  the  council  books. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  I  find 
some  presbyterian  ministers  in  Ireland,  who 
had  been  forced  to  flee  thither  from  Sect- 
land,  by  the  persecution,  lali  under  no 
small  trouble.  Popery  was  making'  great 
advances,  especially  in  Irdand,  -and  tbe 
meeting  of  ministers  in  Lagan,  drew  up 
causes  of  a  fast,  and  with  their  peopU  kept 
ft,  February  16th,  1681,  a  copy  of  which 
is  before  me.  For  this,  Bir  William  Trail, 
Mr  James  Alexander,  Mr  Robert  Campbell, 
and  Mr  John  Hart,  were  called  before  the 


was  referred  to  their  oaths,  which  they  re-  \  justices  of  ^^aoe  at  St  Johnston  in  April, 
faaing,  are  found  gvHtj.    Mr  Spreul  was  \  w\\et«  \Wf  ai^t»k'«\ft4%«^  ^^mce  %«mawa 
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to  tlie  Mid  gnM6t,  and  in  June  thej  re* 
ceiyed  wimmont  to  app«ur  before  the  lord 
lieutenant  and  council  at  Dublin.  A  copy 
of  Mr  William  Trail*!  examination  is  in 
mine  eye,  first  before  the  lieutenant  and 
coiincil»  June  80th,  and  then  before  a  com- 
mittee of  council,  June  28d,  in  both  which 
he  aokaowlodgee  their  appointing  that  fast, 
girea  his  opinion  very  frankly  upon  the 
oath  of  aupremaoy,  dedaree  hiinadf  willing 
to  aign  the  Confeinoa  of  Faith  of  the 
church  oi  Ireland,  and  fully  Tindicates 
hiaeelf  and  his  brethren,  in  point  of  Uij* 
ahj.  The  fuestiona  and  anawers  are  so 
huge,  that  I  do  not  insert  them,  since  they 
fidl  sot  BO  diivctly  before  me  in  this  his* 
tory.  The  liNU*  ministers  were  referred  to 
the  aasisea  at  Lisford,  where  they  were 
fined  in  twenty  pounds  sterling  each,  for 
appointing  a  fiwt,  and  ordered  to  gire  bonds 
to  pay  i^  and  for  their  good  behaviour  in 
time  coming,  or  go  to  prison.  The  min- 
isters not  knowing  the  import  of  the  bond 
required  from  them,  chose  to  go  to  prison, 
where  they  were  moderately  dealt  with, 
and  bad  liberty  to  preach  every  Lord*s 
day.  They  continued  under  confinement 
from  August  this  year,  till  July  1682, 
when  their  fines,  by  an  order  from  the  ex- 
chequer, were  reduced  to  80  shillings,  and 
they  were  liberate. 

In  March  this  year,  James  Gray  of  Chry»> 
too,  in  the  parish  of  Calder,  for  his  alleged 
aoceaaJon  to  Both  well,  was  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  an  assise,  and  assoilied ;  yet 
hia  trouble  ceased  not  after  his  delivery, 
and  it  grew  wone  next  year.  I  shall  here, 
as.  I  have  doae  in  some  other  instances, 
give  a  detail  of  the  former  sufferings  of  this 
judicious  heritor,  -and  singular  Christian. 
In  the  year  1677  and  1678,  his  house  was 
many  tisMs  rifled  and  searched,  upon  pre- 
text (for  they  had  no  probation)  of  his  con- 
currence with,  and  encouragement  of  the 
prea/cbing  of  the  gospel  by  presby  terian  min- 
isters. The  militia  quartered  upon  his  house 
for  several  weeks  together,  for  not  subscrib- 
ing the  bond  called  the  Highland  Bond,  to 
hia  great  loss,  and  he  himself  was  forced  to 
retire  and  wander.  In  summer  1679,  about 
twenty  dragoons,  for  several  weeks,  lay  at 
hit  house,  and  he  with  his  family  were 
oblyed  i^nm^re^  mtd Mit  for  themBelweBi 
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all  he  had  in  his  house  and  bams  was 
utterly  spoiled  and  eaten  up,  and  his 
tenants  abused;  and  when  the  sohiiers  went 
off,  they  carried  with  them  all  his  cattle 
and  sheep,  and  broke  and  burned  what  of 
his  household  furniture  they  could  not 
carry  with  them.  All  this,  with  the  inso< 
lencies  and  daily  quarterings  of  soldiers 
upon  his  house,  in  the  months  of  March 
and  April  1679,  run  up  to  a  prodigious  loss; . 
and  ye^  all  this  time,  there  was  neither 
citation,  probation,  or  sentence  against  him; 
and  when  he  was  forced  to  remove  from 
his  own  house,  such  was  the  kindness  of 
those  guests  that  many  times  his  wife  and 
children  ware  forced  to  leave  the  house, 
and  sUy  in  the  fields  all  night  At  the 
circuit  holden  at  GUsgow,  October  1679, 
without  any  order  of  law,  and  contrary  to 
the  law,  he  was  declared  outlaw  and  fugi- 
tive; and  in  February  1680,  put  to  the 
horn,  and  denounced  rebel;  so  that  be 
could  no  more  keep  his  own  house,  and  his 
frmily  enjoyed  little  quiet  in  it;  and  he 
and  his  eldest  son,  who  was  killed  at  Ayrs- 
moss,  were  reduced  to  the  greatest  straits 
and  difficulties  in  their  hidings  and  wander- 
ings. And  though,  in  March  this  year,  Mr 
Gray  was  assoilied  by  an  assise,  and  re- 
laxed from  the  horn,  which  cost  him  a  great 
deal  of  money,  and  restored  to  the  peace; 
yet  he  could  scarce  enjoy  any  benefit  there- 
by. Uis  known  avenion  to  the  prelates 
and  their  underlings,  because  of  their  pro- 
fiuieness,  and  persecutii^  spirit,  discovered 
in  his  continued  refusing  suljectiou  to 
them,  or  conformity  with  them,  made  him 
still  the  object  of  their  malice,  fury,  and 
violence.  And  though  be  was,  by  their 
own  law,  freed  from  all  that  could  be  Uid 
to  his  chaise,  as  to  pretended  rebellion  and 
diiloyalty,  yet  this  same  year  in  October, 
his  house  was  again  pillaged,  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  the  clergy,  who  were  indeed  the  - 
authors  and  procurers  of  all  his  hardHhipc 
As  an  heritor,  he  had  his  full  share  of  dra- 
goons sent  to  his  house  to  be  quartered; 
and,  over  and  above  tbeee,  captain  Strachan 
sent  his  own  servants  and  horses  to  be 
maintained  at  Chryston,  well  knowing  no* 
thing,  how  iniquous  soever,  would  be 
bbimed,  wluch  was  4oii«  \a  %  v^xwel  ^^ 
liked  by  tba  orthodox  cW^^*   TVios  Sbi^ 
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Tility  aud  rudeness  was  so  great,  that 
his  fionily  was  again  obliged  to  quit 
the  house,  save  his  wife,  who  stayed  in  one  of 
the  rooms,  with  a  young  girl  who  waited 
on  her.  Meanwhile,  the  soldiers  took  the 
keys  of  the  house  and  barns,  and  enter- 
tained themselves  and  horses  as  they  pleased, 
thrashing  and  carrying  away  the  crop,  as 
they  saw  good :  yea,  they  would  not  allow 
meat  to  Mr  Gray*s  horses,  witli  which  he 
was  to  have  plowed  his  ground,  but  turned 
them  out  to  the  open  fields  in  the  winter- 
time; and  it  was  with  difficulty  his  wife 
could  obtain  so  much  straw  as  to  feed  one 
oow,  upon  whose  milk  slie  lived.  At  this 
mte  they  continued  at  ChrystoMiboat  three 
months.  In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year, 
he  was  seiaed,  with  which  I  shall  end  my 
account  of  the  severities  this  excellent  per- 
son underwent. 

Another  instance,  is  of  James  Pettigrew 
in  the  parish  of  Cambusnethan;  he  was  al<* 
l<^ed  to  have  been  at  Bothwell,  but  no 
probation  adduced.  The  year  after  he  was 
quartered  upon  by  one  Fergusson  a  donap 
tor,  who  continued  with  his  party  of  sol- 
diers living  at  discretion  till  the  said  James 
paid  him  the  sum  of  three  hundred  merks, 
beside  all  the  loss  he  sustained  by  quarter- 
ing. In  May  1681,  he  was  seized  by  cap- 
tain Inglis,  and  carried  into  Ediubui^h, 
where  he  continued  prisoner  three  months, 
and  before  he  could  be  liberate,  paid  five 
hundred  merks  to  Gavin  Mnirhead  of  Lau- 
chop,  and  afterwards  he  was  again  op- 
pressed by  the  laird  of  Meldrum  in  the 
year  1683,  and  wta  forced  to  pay  near  two 
hundred  merks  for  horses  taken  from  him, 
besides  Irequent  quarterings  of  soldiers. 

Alexander  Smith,  in  the  same  parish, 
was  about  the  same  time  carried  in  prisoner 
to  Edinburgh,  for  alleged  being  at  Both- 
well.  He  got  out  of  prison  in  women^s 
dothes,  and  was  afterwards  taken,  and  res- 
cued, as  we  may  hear,  at  Inchbelly-bridge. 
And  in  the  year  1685,  he  was  again  seised 
and  sent  to  Dunnoter,  whence  he  made  his 
escape ;  and  was  again  taken  in  the  year 
1687,  and  continued  prisoner  till  the  re- 
volution. 

About  the  same  time,  Robert  Russel,  in 

the  stune  piurish,  against  whom  nothing 

could  he  objected,  met  with  a  party  of  aoV 
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diers  on  the  high-road,  and  refu»ing  to 
answer  their  interrogatories,  and  declining 
to  pray  for  the  king,  alleging  it  was  an 
owning  of  him  in  persecuting  the  people  of 
God,  they  threatened  him  with  present 
death;  but  this  being  not  yet  so  commo.i 
as  afterwards,  they  only  carried  him  pri 
soner  to  Edinburgh,  where  he  lay  near  two 
years  in  irons.  These  are  but  a  few  hints 
of  many  instances  which  might  be  given  In 
the  west  country  at  this  time. 

April  6th,  the  council,  upon  a  petition 
from  Mr  Archibald  Riddel,  allow  him  to  go 
and  see  his  dying  mother,  upon  caution  to 
return  to  his  confinement  against  the  25tb 
of  April  And  June  9th,  I  find  him  cite^ 
before  the  council,  and  chai^ged  with 
breaking  his  confinement  to  the  parish  of 
Kippen,  keeping  conventicles,  and  bap- 
tizing children,  upon  which  he  is  sent  to 
the  Bass,  and,  as  we  heard,  continued  there 
three  years. 

The  same  day  the  reverend  Mr  John 
Blackadder  is  taken,  when  living  peaceably 
in  his  house  at  Edinburgh,  and  sent  to  the 
Bass.  In  this  place  I  shall  give  the  reader 
a  view  of  this  useful  minister,  his  suffer- 
ings, from  original  papers,  and  other  ac- 
counts communicated  to  me  by  his  sodk, 
Mr  Adam  Blackadder,  and  the  honourable 
colonel  BUckadder,  governor  of  Stirling 
castle,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  with  some  hinti» 
of  the  hardships  his  fitmily  underwent. 
Mr  John  Blackadder  was  minister  of  th«^ 
gospel  at  Troqueer,  near  Dumfries,  before 
the  restoration,  and  singularly  useful  in  tbp 
work  of  the  ministry.  When  the  rest  of 
his  brethren  were  turned  out,  a  party. of 
the  guards  came  from  Dumfries  to  seixe 
him,  but  he  was  out  of  the  way,  and  his 
wife  and  children,  to  whom  the  soldiers 
were  ver}'  rude,  were  forced  to  retire  tu 
Banidennock  in  the  parish  of  Glencairu,  a 
house  belonging  to  Craigdarroch.  There 
Mr  Blackadder  and  his  numerous  familv 

• 

met  with  further  trouble.  In  the  year 
1665,  a  party  of  Sir  James  Turner's  men 
came  in  quest  of  Mr  Blackadder,  but  be 
and  his  wife  were  happily  at  Edinbuigh, 
and  attacked  the  house  in  the  middle  of 
the  night  with  the  utmost  fury,  and  motit 
i^m\k\ft  oaths  and  execrations.  The  chil- 
dvcn  Yi«fr%  \»itA^  mmX  Xw^wrarasBc^  ^ut  of 
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their  beds,  and  one  of  them  was  forced  in 
hia  ahirt  to  hold  the  candle  till  they 
searched^the  house,  and  went  through  Mr 
Bbuduidder's  booUs  and  papers,  where  they 
took  what  they  listed,  none  being  in  the 
house  but  a  servant,  a  nurse,  and  the  chil- 
dren. They  stugged  all  the  beds  with  their 
sword^  and  threatened  to  roast  the  chiU 
.  dren  ii^  tbd  fire,  and  forced  one  of  them  to 
fun  finom  the  house  with  nothing  on  him 
but  his  shirt,  about  half  a  mile  in  dark 
night  After  this,  Mr  Blackadder  was 
forc^  to  leave  that  house,  and  to  scatter 
his  mall  family ;  his  children  were  sent  to 
different  houses  where  people  could  be 
prevailed  with  to  run  the  hazard  of  enter- 
taining them.  But  kind  providence  looked 
after  them,,  and  brought  them  through 
many  .difficulties.  When  they  came  up  to 
some  jears,  severals  of  them  met  with 
hanh  enough  treatment  for  their  worthy 
uther's  sake.  EBs  son  Mr  Adam,  when 
but  sixteen  or  seventeen  years,  was  im- 
prisoned five  weeks  at  Stirling,  only  be- 
«aase  lus  master  was  alleged  to  have  been 
at  conventicles,  where  the  magistrates 
would  not  liberate  him  till  his  brother  Dr 
Blackadder  brought  repeated  orders  from 
the  coundL  He  was  afterwards  imprisoned 
in  Bkiikness,  for  waiting  on  his  father; 
aad  in  the  year  1684^  he  and  a  young  gen- 
tlewottaah  he  married  in  Sweden,  were 
brought  to  great  difficulties  when  they  re- 
turiied  to  Scotland.  But  I  shall  confine 
nysdf  toi  the  father's  suiTerings.  Mr 
Blacluiddef  was  among  the  ministers  who 
pivached  first  in  the  fields,  and  frequently 
joined  Mettrs  Welsh,  Semple,  Amot,  and 
others.'  In  his  opinion  he  was  against  the 
indulgence,  but  preached  and  joined  with 
bis  brethren  of  different  sentiments,  as  he 
had  occasion.  He  preached  at  that  noted 
conventicle  at  the  hill  of  Beith,  befbre 
noticed;  and  there,  and  at  other  sermons 
he  preached  in  Fife,  a  seed  was  sown 
which  God  very  much  blessed.  I  have 
before  me  several  well  vouched  instances 
of  his  remarkable  success  in  his  sermons. 
He  continued  preaching  in  the  fields  and 
houses,  as  he  had  access,  till  the  year  1676, 
when  he  went  over  to  Rotterdam,  and 
proved  Yery  useful  in  healing  of  the 
breaches  betwij^t  these  two  excellent  min- 
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<  isters  at  Rotterdam,  Mr  M'Waird  and 
Mr  Fleming.  In  the  time  of  BoUi weU  ^^ '  " 
he  was  at  Edinburgh,  and  after  it  very  ser- 
viceable to  the  prisoners  in  the  Grejrfriars. 
So  useful  a  person  could  not  escape  the 
fury  of  this  period,  and  so  Major  Johnston 
having  got  notice  of  him,  apprehended  him 
April  6th  this  year,  and  carried  him  first  to 
general  Dalziel,  and  then  to  the  guard, 
whence  he  is  brought  up  prisoner  to  a 
committee  of  the  council,  consisting  of  the 
chancellor,  general,  advocate,  and  bishop 
Paterson.  His  examination  is  before  me, 
of  which  I  shall  give  an  abstnu^  After 
Mr  Blackadder  had  owned  he  was  a  prea- 
byterian  minister,  ordained  to  Troqueer 
1653,  the  chancellor  asked  him  if  he  had 
excommunicated  the  king,  or  was  at  Tor- 
wood  ?  Ans.  I  was  not  at  Torwood  these 
four  years.  Chan.  But  do  you  approve  of 
what  was  done  there?  Mr  Bhickadder 
was  as  free  to  have  declared  his  disi^pro- 
bation  of  what  was  done  there,  as  to  de- 
clare that  he  had  not  been  there;  but 
perceiving  that  they  were  about  to  impose 
upon  him  by  ensnaring  questions,  he  re- 
solved to  make  a  stand  at  first ;  and  an- 
swered, I  am  not  free  to  declare  my  inward 
sentiments  and  opinions  of  things  and  per- 
sons, and  therefore  I  humbly  beg  to  be  ex- 
cused ;  you  must  form  a  libel  against  me, 
and  I  shall  endeavour  to  answer  it  as  I  can. 
They  frequentiy  urged  him  to  answer,  and 
he  declining,  the  chancellor  said,  But  do 
you  approve  of  shedding  the  king's  blood, 
and  damning  him  in  soul  and  body  ?  Ans, 
I  do  not,  and  no  good  man  wilL  Cfum. 
You  have  done  yourself  a  favour  in  saying 
so.  But  we  hear  you  keep  conventicles 
since  the  indemnity.  Ans.  My  lord,  I  am 
a  minister  of  the  gospel,  though  unworthy, 
and  under  the  strictest  obligations  to  exer- 
cise my  ministry,  as  I  will  be  answerable 
at  the  great  day.  I  did  still,  and  do  count 
it  my  duty  to  exercise  my  ministry  as  I  am 
called  thereunto.  Chan.  But  you  have 
preached  in  the  fields,  that  is  to  say,  on 
muirs  and  hill-sides.  I  shall  not  ask  if  you 
have  preached  in  houses,  though  there  is 
not  liberty  even  for  that.  Ans.  I  place  no 
case  of  conscience,  nor  make  any  difference 
betwixt  preaching  in  houses  and  the  fields^ 
but  as  it  may  \)e»t  «eT\e  Viie  cwvn^wvvolcj  ^ 
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the  hearera,  nor  know  I  any  restric- 
'  tion  as  to  either  in  the  word;  my 
commi«8ion  reaches  to  houses  and  fields, 
within  and  without  doors.  Chan,  No  doubt 
you  know  and  have  seen  the  laws  dischaipng^ 
such  preaching^.  Ans,  My  lord,  I  have,  and 
am  sorry  that  ever  any  laws  were  made 
against  preaching  the  gospel.  Cfutn.  Not 
against  the  gospel,  but  sedition  and  re- 
bellion. Ans,  I  preach  no  sedition  and  re- 
bellion. The  advocate  came  to  the  pri- 
soner and  told  him,  he  was  sorry  to  see 
him  upon  the  reserve,  and  difficulted  about 
the  excommunication.  Mr  Blackadder  an- 
swered, he  was  no  way  straitened  in  that, 
but  had  kept  on  the  reserve,  because  he 
thought  himself  only  obliged  to  speak  upon 
facts  rektive  to  himself,  and  that  it  M'as 
hard  to  be  obliged  to  declare  his  opinion  as 
to  others.  The  chancellor  asked  if  he  had 
kept  conventicles  in  Fife,  which  he  did  not 
deny.  And  after  he  had  owned  himself  of 
the  family  of  Tulliallan,  and  the  nearest 
representative  alive  of  that  family,  they 
removed  him,  and  he  was  carried  to  the 
guard.  In  the  af\emoon  the  council  sat, 
and  he  was  brought  up,  and  continued 
among  the  soldiers  in  the  outer  room,  from 

three  to  six,  but  was  not  called  before  the  !  "pe  In  marked  ha  63;  but  this  is  clearly  iiioomeL 

Jnlr  Criehton,  in  his  excelleut  life  of  Uii;i  dktia- 
guiiihed  man,  is  of  opinion  that  he  must  have 
been  in  or  about  the  70th  year  of  bis  a^,  Life, 
p.  S77.  "  His  decease/'  says  Mr  CrichUNi, 


move  him  very  soon  to  the  glorious  veward 
of  so  much  suffering  and  service,  as  he  hat 
enabled  him  for ;  and  he  died  at  Hadding^ 
ton  in  much  serenity,  being  aged  aboat 
sixty-five  years,  and  lies  buried  at  North 
Berwick.* 

May  4th,  the  committee  for  public  afiain 
report,  "that  upon  information  that  Mr 
Alexander  Symers,  who  haunts  in  the  iidf 
of  Combray,  being  formerly  an  orthodox 


*  In  Mr  Woilrow*a  own  additions  and  CW' 
rections,  there  is  the  followinj^  notice,  **  In  tnj 
account  of  the  place  where  the  rererend  Mr 
Blaciuidder  die«i,  there  is  a  miatake  which  I  wss 
led  into  by  a  narratire  I  had  after  the  first 
volume  was  printed  off,  and  that  occasioned  the 
taut  line  of  the  errata  to  that  Toliune,  (which  1 
now  desire  may  be  deleted)  and  by  the  peremp- 
tory acts  of  council  for  Mr  Blackadder's  liben- 
tion,  which  stand  in  this  volume,  (vis.  vol.  I), 
original  edition,)  p.  480,  from  both  those,  I  oh»- 
cJuded  this  good  man  had  been  liberate  from  the 
Bass,  and  that  he  died  in  a  little  at  Hadding- 
ton. But  I  find  now,  by  certain  informaCian 
from  his  surviving  sons,  that  he  actually  died  in 
the  Bass, as  I  had  said  volume  l.(originalediti(Hi,) 

{».  S93,  and  these  acts  for  this  excellent  perwa's 
iberation  never  ttrnk  effect.  The  place  of  bit 
death  Is  of  very  little  importance,  but  I  am  still 
ready  to  amend  the  smallest  mistake  when  in< 
formed  of  it.**  His  death  does  not  aeein  lo  have 
Uki>n  place  till  the  beginning  of  1686,  as  stated 
in  the  Soots  Worthim.     On  his  tombstone  his 


council,  who,  without  hearing,  sentenced 
him  to  go  to  the  Bass.  Thither  he  was 
carried  April  7th.  When  in  the  way  at 
the  Fisher-row,  there  was  a  gathering  of 
people  upon  some  occasion  or  other,  which, 
when  the  captain  perceived,  he  appre- 
hended it  might  be  for  rescuing  Mr  Black- 
adder,  and  came  to  him,  and  said,  if  those 
people  have  a  design  to  rescue  you,  you 
are  a  dead  man,  for  upon  the  first  attack  I 
will  shoot  you  through  the  head.  Mr 
Blackadder  told  him,  he  knew  nothing 
about  it,  and  there  was  no  such  design. 
He  continued  in  the  Bass  till  he  contracted 
a  deep  rheumatism,  the  air  of  that  place 
being  much  the  same  as  that  aboard  a  ship; 
and  a  petition  was  given  in  to  the  council, 
June  20th,  1685,  with  the  attestation  of 
physicians,  tbut  he  was  in  hazard  of  death, 
and  could  not  recover  till  brought  to  land. 
He  was  liberate  from  the  Bass,  and  confined 
to  Haddington,  under  bond  of  nine  thousand 
merka,  to  reenter  prison  when  he  recovered 
hia  health.     But  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  re-^ 


felt  as  a  general  calamity  by  the  church,  and 
noticed  in  some  of  the  foreign  journals."  Astbr 
epitaph  on  his  tombstone  In  the  church-yard  of 
N(»rih  Berwick  has  not  found  its  way  into  any 
of  the  ordinary  martvrologies,  and  as  it  deserrn 
all  the  praise  which  Mr  Crichton  has  givm  it, 
we  shall  Insert  it  in  this  note.  It  was  repturwi 
and  re-lettei^d  in  July,  1821. 

IPITAPII. 

BiMt  John,  fbr  Jccm'  take,  in  Patrnm  boond, 

II i«  prtoan  Bethel.  Patmot  Pn^ab  fuund ; 

So  th«  bki*'d  John,  on  ^rmder  rock  cnntinotl. — 

Hli  bodj  fufllend  bat  no  duini  cevld  bind 

lfi*h«a*cn-»pirlnf;Mml;  while  d^r  bjr  day, 

At  from  Mount  Phgah**  top,  he  dhl  Kunrc7 

The  pfWBiicd  land,  and  Tiewad  Uir  ci«wn  by  fahh 

I^d  up  fi>r  UiOMr  who  fAlthful  are  till  di-aih. 

<iracc  fcrmed  him  ia  the  Christian  Hero'*  moukl— 

Moek  ia  his  own  caacenu.— in'»  Makier't  hold  » 

Paadont  to  ReaHtn  rhjUn'd,  Prudvnt-e  did  Ir-wl— 

Zeal  warmU  hit  btvafet,  and  lleaton  cool'd  hw  hkod. 

KiTe  jeart  on  the  lont;  rtx-k,  ;ct  swet-t  aliodr. 

He  Knorh4ika  enjoj^d  :tnd  wrik'd  with  (iod  r 

Till,  bj  loi^  living  on  tlm  hea^enl;  food. 

Hi*  koul  by  lofe  ftr«;w  up  too  Rreat,  loo  i:atid 

Tobecantinedtojail,  or  fle«h  and  Mooil. 

Dnih  broke  hik  fetter,  off.  then  »wift  he  fled 

Frooi  fin  and  torrewi  and,  hj  an^jeis  led, 

Knter'd  the  manfion*  ofeurrnal  Jo;  ;— 

llleit  Kml,  thy  warfare'*  done,  praiM,  love,  mjof. 

W^  AxLVl\tcT«TviM>\Ul  Jc•a•eoal•afain,— 
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pmoher,  but  now  turned  vagrant,  and  apos- 
tatised, and  debauches  the  country,  they 
had  given  orden  to  the  laird  of  Kelbum  to 
aall  him  before  him,  and  proceed  against  him 
looofding  to  law,  and  if  he  persist,  that  he 
lend  him  into  Edinburgh  prisoner,  or  take 
Mmd  of  him  to  appear  before  the  ooundL'* 
\  have  observed  no  further  about  him  in 
the  registers. 

Upon  the  2d  of  June  Mr  John  Wardlaw 
luiving  been  cited  before  the  council  that 
liet  to  answer  for  preaching,  and  keeping 
conventicles,  and  not  compearing,  he  is  put 
to  the  horn.  Upon  the  IGth  of  the  same 
iBonth  Mr  Alexander  Hastie  being  cited  to 
ippear  that  day,  and  not  compearing,  the 
Donncil  find,  that  after  he  had  been  imr 
priaoned  last  year  upon  suspicion  of  his  being 
Bonoemed  in  the  rebellion  at  Bothwell,  he 
ans  liberate  March  last,  and  yet  since  that 
Ijuie  he  hath  kept  conventicles,  in  sense  of 
law, field  conventicles:  he  is  now  denounced, 
and  ordered  to  be  put  to  the  horn.  The 
nme  day  John  Row,  ehamberlain  in  Car- 
rington,  being  cited  for  keeping  of  conven- 
ticles, and  not  compearing,  he  is  denounced 
lad  put  to  tne  horn. 

July  26th  the  council  being  informed,  that 
Mr  ivabriel  Sempill  is  taken  prisoner  in  the 
boose  of  Blackcastle,  they  order  him  to  be 
bfought  into  Edinbui^h,  and  require  the 
fvstices  to  call  him  before  them,  and  see 
what  he  has  to  say,  why  the  sentence  of  for- 
feiture should  not  be  executed  against  him; 
uid  ordain  Blackcastle  to  be  prosecuted  for 
resetting  him.  October  1st,  the  council 
pmnt  warrant  to  liberate  Mr  Sempill  upon 
bond  to  compear  when  called,  under  the 
pain  of  ten  thousand  merks.  December  22d, 
BIr  James  8cott,  sherifin^lerkof  Edinbuigh, 
bis  cautioner  is  called  to  present  Mr  Sempill, 
and  he  not  compearing,  the  council  declare 
be  hath  forfeited  his  bond,  and  order  letters 
to  be  directed  against  Mr  Scott  for  that 
effect,  at  six  days'  charge.  November  3d, 
Sir  Patrick  Hepburn  of  Blackcastle  appears 
before  the  council,  who  find  him  guilty  of  a 
high  crime  in  resetting,  conversing  with, 
and  harbouring  a  deckred  rebel  Mr  Sempill, 
being  taken  in  his  house  near  Old  Ham- 
ktocks  by  a  party  of  the  guards.  Sir  Patrick 
«xinfet»sclli  \m  libel,  and  the  council  fiuc  him 
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in  two  hundred  pounds  steriing,  and 
order  him  to  prison  till  he  find  caution 
to  pay  the  hie  in  six  days.  This  is  what  I 
meet  with  as  to  Mr  Sempill  in  the  registers. 
This  reverend  and  worthy  person,  who  en- 
dured so  much  trouble,  and  was  so  useful  un- 
der this  period  I  am  describing,  as  well  as 
since  the  revolution,  deserves  a  larger  room 
here ;  and  I  shall  give  the  reader  some  account 
of  him  firom  papers  under  his  own  hand, 
communicated  to  me  by  his  son4n-law,  the 
reverend  Mr  G.  Gillespie,  minister  at  Strath- 
miglo.  Mr  Gabriel  Sempill  was  a  son  of 
Sir  Bryce  Sempill  of  Cathcart,  and  ordained 
minister  of  Kirkpatrick-durham ;  and  after 
the  revolution  he  was  transported  to  Jed- 
burgh, where  he  continued  very  useful  in 
the  work  of  the  ministry  there,  till  the  year 
1706,  when  he  got  to  the  joy  of  his  Lord. 
The  papers  before  me  contain  a  great  many 
remarkable  passages  concerning  this  good 
man  in  his  youth,  and  when  at  the  schools, 
which  I  pass,  and  come  to  his  sufferings 
since  the  restoration.  When  minister  at 
Kirkpatrick-durham,  he  was  reached  by  the 
act  at  Glasgow.  Some  days  before  his  re- 
moval, he  acquainted  his  people  that  they 
had  called  him  to  be  their  minister,  and  now 
authority  required  him  to  leave  them ;  but 
if  they  would  invite  him  to  continue,  and 
run  hazard  with  him,  ho  would  do  it  None 
of  them  importuned  him  to  stay,  and  so  he 
left  the  numse,  and  went  to  the  house  of 
Corsack,  where  Mr  John  Welsh  likewise 
came  and  stayed  some  time.  This  house 
lay  as  convenient  for  Mr  SempilTs  parish- 
ioners as  the  kirk,  if  not  more.  The  first 
Sabbath,  Mr  Sempill  preached  to  such  as 
came,  in  the  hall  of  Corsack;  next  day,  the 
hall  not  holding  them,  in  the  dose;  the 
third  Sabbath,  that  not  containing  them,  in 
the  garden ;  and  that  not  answering,  they 
went  to  the  fields,  multitudes  coming  from 
all  hands.  All  this  time,  Mr  Welsh  preached 
not.  In  a  little,  when  the  act  of  conndl 
came  out,  discharging  ministers  to  be  in  one 
parish,  Mr  Sempill  left  Corsack  house  to 
Mr  Welsh,  and  went  to  his  friends  in  the 
west ;  and  Mr  Web>h  kept  up  these  meet- 
ings in  the  fields  from  necessity ;  and  this 
was  the  first  field-mot'ting  in  Scotland.  Tii 
a  little  time,  Mr  Sempill  returned  to  Gal- 
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lomiy,  and  joined  Mr  Welsh,  and 
oontiimed  preacbing  till  Pentland. 
Me  was  at  the  engagement,  as  we  have  seen, 
and  intercommuned,  and  declared  rebel  after 
it.  After  Pentland,  Mr  SenpOl  continued 
about  a  year  preaching,  as  opportunity  served, 
in  the  south ;  and  then  went  over  to  Ireland 
with  Moncrieff  and  Sundiewell,  whom  he 
terms  two  of  the  most  eminent  Christians  that 
ever  he  knew;  the  first  died  there.  In  Ireland 
he  met  with  great  kindness,  as  all  the 
banished  did.  In  a  little  time,  he  came 
back  to  Scotland,  and  went  to  the  border  of 
England,  where,  for  some  time,  he  absconded, 
and  at  length  ventured  to  preach  at  Hasel- 
ridge,  where  Henry  Hall  of  Haugh-head 
was,  and  there  dispensed  the  supper,  having 
Dr  Eule,  and  another  minister  at  Berwick 
helping  him;  they  had  Mr  Justice  Ogle 
with  them,  and  many  other  serious  Chris- 
tians in  that  neighbourhood.  In  some  time, 
their  meeting  increased  much  about  Ford, 
and  tihe  incumbent  there  being  simple,  and 
many  times  under  melancholy,  and  the  gen- 
tlemen belonging  to  that  pkce  friendly, 
because  the  resort  of  people  was  beneficial 
to  the  place,  Mr  Sempill,  for  several  years 
had  possession  of  the  church  of  Ford,  and 
dis)>ensed  the  sacraments  to  great  multitudes 
iu  the  neighbourhood,  and  from  Scotland. 
He  observes,  that  the  gospel  had  extraor- 
dinary success  among  the  rude  borderers. 
He  continued  there,  till  his  excellent  wife, 
daughter  to  Sir  Walter  Riddel  of  that  ilk, 
died;  when  the  persecution  turned  hotter, 
and  he  sickly,  and  a  little  before  Bothwell, 
returned  to  Scotland.  He  remarks  in  his 
I»apers,  that  he  would  not  join  in  Bothwell 
rising,  because  he  saw  that  Robert  Hamilton 
and  his  party  would  either  command  all,  or 
mutiny.  And  when  be  was  ui^ged  to  go, 
that  he  might  be  useful  to  heal  their  divi- 
sions, he  answered,  "there  were  many 
worthy  men  there,  as  Mr  Welsh  and  Mr 
Hiune,  and  where  division  turns  a  plague 
the  Lord  only  can  cure  it,  and  ordinary 
means  will  not  do,  and  he  feared  that  was 
the  case  then.'*  At  this  time,  he  stayed 
with  his  nephew  Blackcastle  at  Old  Ham- 
stocks.  There  he  continued  mostly,  till  he 
was  taken,  as  has  been  observed,  by  a  party 
of' I  he  guards.    Mr  8einj)ill  was  very  much 


indispoced  of  an  ague,  when  seised,  andiurt 
able  to  ride;  nevertheless  the  conmei), 
though  his  case  was  represented  to  them, 
give  orders  to  bring  him  into  Edinburpli. 
When  the  orders  came,  he  could  not  ride 
alone,  but  was  obliged  to  ride  behind,  aod 
hold  by  his  nephew  William  Sempill,  till  he 
came  to  Haddington,  where  he  got  tbe 
lady  Stevenson's  calash ;  he  was  carried  ints 
the  Canongate  tolbooth,  where  he  contiowd 
till  the  parliament  was  up.  The  duke  ct 
York  was  so  well  satisfied  with  the  pn>ce- 
dnre  of  that  parliament,  that  he  was  in  better 
humour  than  he  used  to  be  in  council ;  and 
when  Mr  Sempill's  supplication  for  liberty, 
because  of  his  sickness,  was  presented,  it 
was  granted,  as  we  have  seen.  In  a  littfe 
time,  he  was  called  before  a  committee  of 
council,  merely,  as  he  afterwards  fovmd,  te 
draw  money  from  him  to  the  advocate  and 
dMcs.  The  pretext  made  use  o(  was, 
that  his  supplication  was  forged,  aad 
not  genuine.  At  this  committee  the  lord 
Maitland  was  very  friendly  to  him,  and  kept 
bishop  Paterson  from  proposing  some  en- 
snaring questions.  His  supplication  Mas 
read  to  him,  and,  in  reading,  the  clerk  added 
some  words  which  were  not  in  it,  such  as, 
that  the  rising  at  Bothwell  was  a  desperate 
rebellion,  and  others,  with  a  design  to  make 
him  disown  the  supplication,  and  get  him 
back  upon  that  to  prison.  When  it  wai 
read,  he  was  interrogate  if  he  owned  that 
supplication.  Mr  Sempill  desired  a  sight 
of  it ;  and,  upon  viewing  it,  be  obserred 
that  it  had  not  been  vitiate,  and  was  juist 
what  he  had  given  in,  though  otherwii^ 
read  by  the  derk.  He  returned  it,  decLu> 
ing  that  paper  was  the  very  same  he  had 
written,  and  given  in,  and  thanked  them  for 
the  favour  granted  him  on  it;  and  prayed 
for  the  spirit  of  grace  and  government  to  hut 
majesty.  Thus  he  was  dismissed,  and  the 
snare  laid  for  him  evited,  and,  very  provi- 
dentially, he  was  not  required  to  renew  his 
bond  of  compearance ;  so  that  in  law  he  was 
freed  from  it  In  a  few  weeks,  upon  some  iie\»' 
pretext  or  other,  he  was  again  cited  to  ap- 
pear before  the  council ;  and  upon  know- 
ledge of  their  designs  against  him,  and 
advising  with  his  friends  who  were  engaiieti 
for  his  compearance,  and  finding  they  would, 
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is.  f  He  istiiey  be  aafe^  he  did  not  oompeer^  but 
irillidievr  to  Eogkuidy  where  he  continued 
km  kingr  CharWs  death.* 

Ani^  6th,  Thomas  Lawrie,  merchant  in 
Biduibiirgh,  is  before  the  council :  hnt  Sab- 
mth  he  had  been  taken  at  Leith,  ata house 
fionventide,  earlj  in  the  morning^.  The 
gmmoil  liberate  him,  upon  caution  to  oom- 
mrwhen  called,  under  the  penalty  of  8000 
IMrka.  August  11th,  the  advocate  reports 
bo  the  council,  he  had  examined  John  Spreul 
niter  in  Glasgow,  prisoner  in  the  Canon- 
jata^  and  finds  him  free  of  conventicles. 
rhe  council  order  him  to  be  liberate.  I 
imf%  no  doubt»  but  this  good  man  paid  for 
liii  liberation.  October  1  Ith,  John  Drys- 
lilt,  James  Pollock,  James  Whanrey,  and 
fokn  AAderaon,  prisoners  for  alleged  field 
lonventicles  since  the  indemnity,  are 
wsught  before  the  council  For  probation, 
tke  advocate  refers  the  matter  to  the  pan* 
lak'  oath;  they  refusing  to  give  it,  are 
NMished,  according  (as  the  council's  sen- 
www  has  it)  to  act  8.  session  2.  pari.  1. 
Char.  IL 

■  Little  more  offers  as  to  particuUur  suf- 
ieten,  needful  to  be  insert  here,  save  a  pro- 
Mss  before  Uie  council,  against  some  of  the 
mdnlged  ministers.  The  clergy  were 
hasting  to  be  rid  of  them,  and  prevailed 
irkh  the  managers  to  process  some  of  them 
low  and  then.  And  November  3d,  Mr 
lohn  Hutchison,  indulged  at  Dimdonold, 
Mr  James  Veitch  at  Mauohlin,  Mr  Kobert 
Wilier  at  Ochiltree,  were  libelled,  not  only 
Sor  breaking  their  instructions,  but  also 
fisr  their  having  pronounced  the  sentence 
)f  the  liighest  excommuniGation  upon  all 
who  have  taken  the  declaration,  or  signed 
Aie  late  bond  for  peace,  or,  having  taken 

*  Gabriel  Sempill  was  tbe  second  son  of  Sir 
Brrae  Sempill,  a  man  ofgreat  parts  and  probity, 
—the  sheriff- principal  of  llenfrew,  and  bailie  of 
Jm  re|i^ity  of  Paisley, — a  graat  loyalist,  and  suf- 
Vicd  many  hardwhips  on  account  of  his  attach- 
nent  to  the  royal  cause,  havtng  been  fined  by 
Mriiament  164d,  in  tbe  large  sum  of  L.1000 
iterling.  He  was  the  great-great-grandson  of 
fohn,  tbe  first  lord  Sempill,  who  received  the 
ihle  from  James  IV.  in  1468,  and  fell  at  Flodden 
iloug  with  his  royal  master,  A.  D.  1518. 
Gridirlel  married  a  daughter  of  Sir  Patrick  Mar* 
ray  of  Blaokcastle,  and  his  son  was  afterwards 
minister  of  Liblierton.  One  of  Mr  Wodrow's 
letters  to  him  will  be  found  in  the  Amt  volume 
of  this  edition,  page  xxix.— S'e  Douglas*  Ua- 
tnmtge,  Art.  SempiU^'^^^fL 


\  the  covenant,  have  deserted  theaamck 
debarring  such  frcnn  the  Lord's  table ; 
and  that  they  had  preached  to  the  people 
tbe  observance  of  the  said  covenant  iijoA 
they  not  compearing,  are  ordered  in»- 
mediately  to  be  denounced,  and  put  to  the 
horn.  This  is  all  mere  mistake;  these 
worthy  ministers  knew  better  thiqgs  than 
to  pass  the  highest  sentence  upon  such 
grounds  as  these.  That,  in  safe  generals, 
they  might  debar  from  the  Lord's  table,  all 
breakers  of  covenant,  and  takers  of  unlaw- 
ful  declarations  and  bonds,  I  do  not  doubt; 
and,  it  may  be^  upon  some  occasions^  they 
might  have  some  things  in  their  sermons^ 
that  might  tend  to  confirm  the  obligation 
of  the  covenants;  hut  they  had  preached 
nothing  that  came  up  to  the  terms  of  this 
libel 

November  24th,.  this  year»  I  find  Mr 
James  Veitoh,  minister  at  Mauchlin,  a(H 
pears  before  the  council,  and  petitions  that 
he  may  be  reponed  against  the  above- 
mentioned  sentenoe.  Whereupon  tlie  ad- 
vocate gives  in  additional  libel,  winch  runs 
thus.  '*  Mr  James  Veitch,  you  am  libelled, 
besides  the  crimes  mentioned  in  the  former 
libel,  further,  for  debarring  from  thesacrar 
ment  of  the  Lord's  supper,  by  pnblio  com^ 
mination  from  the  pulpit,  (which  ia  undci^ 
stood  to  be  the  lesser  excommunication;) 
all  persons  who  had  taken  the  dedaratiou, 
or  sigpaed  the  bond  of  peace^  or^  having 
taken  the  covenant,  had  turned  their  backs 
thereupon.  You  are  further  chaiged  that^ 
ordinarily  in  your  baptising  of  children, 
you  take  the  parents  obliged  to  educate 
their  children  conform  to  the  national  co- 
venant, and  solemn  league  and  covenant. 
You  further  have  not  only  broken  your 
confinement^  but,  at  your  house  and  other 
places  in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  you,  with  other 
indulged  ministers,  kept  classical  meetings, 
where  you  did  treat  and  determine  con- 
cerning church-discipline^  the  ordaining  or 
licensing  young  men,  and  keeping  »  cor- 
respondence among  yourselves,  anent  church 
matters,  contrary  to  your  instructions.*' 
The  advocate  referred  all  to  his  oath*  Mr 
Veitch  denied  all  the  articles  of  the  libels, 
as  they  stand  libelled,  and  no  probation 
being  ready,  lie.  \^'aa  asaQ\V\«^\  wcid.  ^\ 
Hutchison  \)c\i\g  aL\}ftc\i\»  V\i^  c»>xbs2\  w^s^v^ 
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1681  ^^^  of  caption  against  him,  and 
dischax^^  the  payment  of  his  sti- 
pend. Yea,  Mr  Hutchison  got  not  so  well 
off,  some  months  after,  when  he  compeared. 
For  July  4th  next  year,  I  find  him  before 
the  council,  and  an  additional  libel  offered, 
just  as  in  Mr  Veitch's  case;  and  he  is 
peremptorily  required  to  purge  himself  by 
oath ;  and  refusing  to  swear,  he  is  holden 
as  confessed,  and  his  indulgence  is  taken 
away,  and  he  fined  in  5,000  merks.  No- 
vember 24th,  **  Thomas  Crawford,  who  has 
been  a  long  time  in  prison,  and  no  witnes- 
ses appearing  against  him,  is  liberate  upon 
caution  to  appear,  and  to  live  orderly.  And 
Thomas  Archer  (probably  Mr  Thomas, 
whom  we  shall  afterwards  meet  with)  pri- 
soner, is  appointed  to  continue  some  time 
in  prison,  that  probation  and  witnesses  may 
be  brought  in  against  him.'* 

I  shall  end  this  section  with  the  trouble 
Mr  James  Fra2er  of  Brae  met  with  in  the 
end  of  tbis  year,  before  the  council;  and 
before  I  enter  upon  it,  several  general  re- 
marks as  to  the  severities  upon  presbyte. 
nan  ministers,  and  their  circumstances  at 
this  time,  offer  themselves  to  me,  with 
which  I  begin. 

When  the  managers  were  balked  by  the 
excellent  earl  of  Argyle's  escape,  just  upon 
the  back  of  it,  they  fall  foul  upon  presby- 
terian  ministers  who  fell  into  their  hands. 
No  doubt  they  had  the  project  in  their 
head  for  some  time  before,  but  now  they 
got  leisure  to  bring  it  to  some  bearing 
against  them ;  and  since  the  rising  of  the 
parliament,  and  when  the  duke  of  York 
and  his  creatures  had  the.  whole  manage- 
ment in  their  hands  without  any  distur- 
bance, the  reader  cannot  be  surprised  to 
find  the  persecution  against  the  presbyte- 
rians,  and  particularly  their  ministers,  in- 
creasing)  yea,  growing  very  hot.  Presby- 
terian ministers  not  indulged  since  Both- 
well,  had  very  much  forborne  preaching  in 
the  fields,  partly  from  tlie  severities  and 
harassings  of  the  country  for  some  time 
after  that  engagement,  and  partiy  in  hopes 
of  getting  access  to  preach  in  houses,  at 
least  more  liberty  that  way,  of  which  they 
had  some  intimations  and  promises  made 
them ;  and  lastly,  from  the  excesses  run  to 
by  the  tuo  ministers  who  did  preach  in  the 


fields  last  year  and  thip,  and  the  extremes 
people  were  running  upon.  But  when 
once  they  fell  out  of  the  road  of  preaching 
in  the  fields,  they  could  never  come  into  it 
again ;  times  grew  still  worse  and  worse  on 
their  hand,  and  when  they  were  put  from 
field  meetings,  in  a  litUe  time  they  were 
almost  wholly  forced  from  house  meetings 
also.  And  at  this  time  the  duke  of  York, 
for  his  own  ends,  which  were  now  no 
secret  to  such  who  did  not  shut  their  ey«^ 
mightily  caressed  the  bishops,  and  support- 
ed them  in  all  their  harsh  measures  against 
presbyterians.  And  everybody  must  ex- 
pect that  papists  will  do  what  they  can  to 
make  protestants  bite  and  devour  ODe 
another,  and  work  tiieir  work,  the  destrao- 
tion  of  the  whole,  to  their  hands.  Accord- 
ingly, there  was  now  scarce  one  presbyte- 
rian  appeared  before  the  council,  who  bad 
any  favour  shown  them. 

This  appeared  in  the  case  of  the  reverend 
Mr  James  Frazer  of  Brae.  We  left  him 
liberate  after  Bothwell-bridge,  and  Sir 
Hugh  Campbell  of  Calder  cautioner,  to 
present  him  when  called:  I  come  now  to 
give  some  account  of  his  second  imprison- 
ment, mostly  from  his  own  papers  before 
me.  Mr  Frazer,  since  his  liberation,  had 
been  much  in  the  north.  This  summer 
and  harvest,  when  he  came  south,  he  had 
preached  in  houses,  wherever  he  had  oppo^ 
tunity,  and  the  last  time  before  he  went 
north,  to  a  Yery  numerous  auditory.  Some 
evil-minded  persons  informed  against  him 
for  a  field  conventicle :  whereupon  he  and 
'  his  cautioner  were  cited  before  the  comicil 
in  November ;  but  some  of  the  members  of 
the  council  being  told,  and  assured,  it  was 
only  a  house  conventicle,  the  citation  slept 

Meanwhile  Mr  Frazer  had  gone  north  to 
his  wife  and  friends,  and  there  fell  very  ill 
of  an  ague.  His  cautioner  came  to  the 
same  country  a  littie  after  him,  and  fonnd 
him  very  ill:  whereupon  he  proposed  to 
Brae  writing  to  the  advocate,  or  the  bishop 
of  Edinburgh.  This  Mr  Frazer  violently 
opposed,  and  assnred  Sir  Hugh,  that  if  the 
prelates  hear  of  his  sickness,  they  would  press 
his  citation  the  harder,  with  a  view,  that  upon 
noncompearance  his  bond  of  five  thousand 
merks  should  be  forfeited,  or  if  he  did  oon- 
^AT)  Vi\«  \\^^\1K  mi^ht  be  in  luuiard  at  that 
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seMon  of  the  year.  This  had  no  weight 
with  the  gentleman,  hut  he  relying  upon 
bis  friendship,  and  the  reasoniUileness  of 
the  thing,  acquainted  the  bishop  of  Edin- 
bui]gh,  that  Mr  Frazer  had  not  preached  in 
the  fields,  as  was  said,  and  that  he  was  now 
dangerously  UL  According  to  Brae's  sus- 
picion, so  matters  happened:  as  soon  as 
bishop  Paterson  had  got  Sir  Hugh's  letter, 
his  brother  being  clerk  to  the  council,  next 
day  his  citation  was  renewed.  Mr  Frazer 
obsenres  in  his  life,  that  the  managers  had 
a  pr^udioe  at  his  cautioner,  whose  name, 
says  he,  was  odious  to  several  great  men, 
bdng  a  gentleman  of  a  good  estate,  and  en- 
gaged in  cautionry  for  presbyterian  minis- 
ters^ for  upwards  of  seventeen  hundred 
pounds  sterling ;  and  in  their  citation  they 
chose  that  time  they  reasonably  thought 
would  be  severest  for  a  man  who  had  the 
ague  to  travel  in;  and  ordered  him  to 
a^ear  the  22d  of  December,  when  they 
did  not  expect  his  compearance,  and  hoped 
to  reach  his  cautioner,  and  make  him  for- 
feit his  bond.  Both  Mr  Frazer  and  his 
friends  wanted  not  fears,  that  the  council 
intended  his  life.  He  was  not  indeed  guilty 
€f  preaching  in  the  fields,  which  was  death 
bj  law;  but  by  law  likewise,  though  the 
■liiiister  and  body  of  the  people  were  with- 
is  a  house,  yet  if  any  were  without  doors, 
it  was  a  field  conventicle.  Now  it  was  not 
what  presbyterian  ministers  had  freedom  to 
do^  neitlier  was  it  many  times  in  their 
power,  either  to  know  or  hinder  people 
from  hearing  them  at  doors  and  windows. 
Beaidesy  they  were  sensible  how  far  the 
cart  of  Axgyle*s  case  was  stretched  at  this 
Teiy  time,  far  more  surely  than  if  Mr 
Fraaer  had  been  found  guilty  of  a  field 
meeting,  for  one  or  two  there  being  with- 
ObI  doors  when  he  was  preaching  in  a 
bouse,  he  might  have  been  staged  for  his 
life;  and  he  was  informed  some  notes  of 
bia  sermons  were  in  the  prelates'  hands,  and 
be  did  not  know  how  far  they  might  wire- 
dmw  some  expressions,  though  never  so 
woU  meant  All  this  was  discouraging 
cnoogh ;  but  he  resolved  at  all  hazards  to 
appear,  and  not  to  sufier  his  surety  to 
oome  to  trouble  upon  his  account,  and  was 
much  encouraged  by  a  sudden  recovery  of 
his  health,  after  six  weeks  of  a  sore  ague  • 


so  that  he  was,  to  his  great  surprise,  in  .  _ . 
case  to  venture  upon  a  journey,  for 
any  thing  I  know,  upwards  of  an  hundred 
and  fifty  miles,  at  such  a  season  of  the  year  ; 
and  he  came  to  Edinburgh  the  day  of  hi^ 
compearance,  two  days  after  the  eaii  of  Ar* 
gyle's  escape,  and  with  his  cautioner  pre- 
sented himself  when  the  council  were  in  a 
very  ill  humour. 

The  bishops  and  council  were  not  a  little 
surprised  to  see  him  at  the  bar.  All  I  find 
about  him  in  the  registers  is,  **  December 
22d,  Mr  Frazer  of  Brae  is  this  day  pro- 
duced  by  tlie  laird  of  Calder,  and  he  being 
an  herit<»r,  fine  him  in  five  thousand  merks 
for  conventicles,  and  send  him  to  Blackness 
till  he  pay  the  same,  and  engage  he  shall 
not  keep  conventicles."  But  1  come  to 
give  a  laiger  account  of  what  passed,  from 
his  own  papers.  He  observes,  that  after 
some  silence,  the  clerk  was  ordered  to  read 
an  indictment  against  him,  wherein  he  was 
chained  *'  with  preaching  in  the  fields,  and 
without  authority,  and,  venting  pernicious, 
seditious,  and  rebellious  doctrines  and  prin- 
ciples, intending  to  alienate  the  minds  of 
his  majesty's  subjects  from  his  government, 
and  concluding,  that  upon  all  these  accounts 
he  ought  to  be  severely  punished,  to  the 
terror  of  others."  For  probation  the  advo- 
cate referred  all  to  his  oath,  and  immediate- 
ly the  president  commanded  him  to  depone, 
whether  he  had  preached  in  the  fields  or 
houses,  since  he  came  out  of  the  Bass.  Mr 
Frazer  modestly  desired  a  few  days'  respite 
to  answer  to  his  indictment,  in  regard  of  the 
long  and  tedious  journey  he  had  been 
obliged  to  at  such  a  season  of  the  year,  and 
after  a  sore  sickness,  in  obedience  to  their 
lordships'  summons,  and  that  he  was  but 
just  now  come  to  town,  and  had  never  seen 
the  indictment  till  it  was  now  read  to  him. 
One  would  have  thought  this  was  a  very 
reasonable  desire,  and  yet  it  was  peremptor- 
ily refused,  and  he  was  presently  ordered 
to  give  his  oath,  otherwise  they  knew 
what  to  do.  lie  answered  he  was  ready 
enough  to  give  his  oath,  that  he  was  inno- 
cent in  all  the  points  of  the  indictment  just 
now  read  to  him;  but  humbly  craved  to 
speak  a  little  before  their  lordships,  which 
they  were  pleased  to  ^oiw  Vmbl^  voA.  Va 
had   a  very  Yiaiidsome  ^tXwbk^tw^   ^fi** 
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Goune,  for  npwirds  of  half  an  hour,  |  panned  in  kiiiff  James  Vl's  tiae^  and,  he 


without  9iny  intermption.  He  ob- 
•ervet  in  bis  papers,  that  his  design  in  it  was, 
if  it  aught  be,  to  pretent  the  torment  of  their 
questioai,  which  as  hath  been  notioed  in 
his  ibmer  process,  they  vexed  him  with, 
and  to  state  the  tme  grounds  of  his  sufier- 
ings,  and  to  essay  to  vindicate  himself  and 
othen,  finom  the  imputations  chaig^  upon 
them,  llie  reader,  i  persuade  myself,  will 
be  satisfied  to  have  the  sum  of  his  dis- 
course, as  far  as  he  himself  could  recollect 
it 

After  he  had  returned  his  hearty  thanks 
for  the  liberty  they  had  given  him  to  speak 
in  his  own  defence,  he  protested,  **  that  it 
was  his  endeavour  to  dischaiige  what  he 
conceived  to  be  his  duty,  with  as  little 
offence  to  authority  as  he  could*  and  that, 
were  the  things  he  was  called  in  question 
for,  such  as  he  could  come  and  go  upon, 
relating  either  to  his  pcnon,  or  interest  in 
the  world,  he  would  be  very  loath  to  be 
heard  ii4th  their  lordships,  but  refer  him- 
self and  those  matters  wholly  to  their  dis- 
posal, and  that  now  he  would  be  short,  in- 
genuous, and  clear  in  his  answer  for  himself. 
As  to  the  first  head,  of  preachiqg  without 
authority,  and  in  the  fields;  he  acknow- 
ledged he  had  preached,  and  was  neither 
ashamed  nor  terrified  to  own  thig;  but 
asserted,  he  had  not  preached  in  the  fields 
since  he  came  out  of  the  Bass;  neither  had 
he  preached  without  authority,  seeing  he 
was  called  of  God,  and  by  such  of  his  ser- 
vants as  he  really  believed  had  power  from 
Christ  for  that  effect:  therefore,  he  con- 
ceived the  first  article  of  his  indictment  was 
answered  and  elided.     As  to  his  preaching 
seditious  principles,  that  he  was  able,  with 
all  good  conscience,  to  deny  it^  because  he 
and  others  were  slandered  and  defamed,  as 
persons    of  disloyal  and  antimonarchical 
principles.     He  said,  he  would  presume  to 
give  some  account  of  what  principles  were 
maintained  by  himself  and  others,  and  of 
his  own  practice.     That  as  to   doctrine, 
dogmatical  points,  and  articles  of  religion, 
his  faith  was  contained  in  and  according  to 
the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  !New  Testa- 
ment, that  he  wbs  of  the  reformed  protes- 
tant  religion,  and  did  approve,   and   was 


supposed,  ratified  in  this   current   parlia- 
ment.    That  as  to  the  kipg*8  mi^ty's 
power,   he   admowlcdged  magistracy  an 
ordinance  of  Crod,  and  owned  the  king*s 
authority;  his  subject  he  profestied  himself 
to  be,  and  reckoned  himself  obliged  to  sub- 
mit to  him,  and  highly  to  reverence  and 
esteem  him;  and  was  never  resolved  to 
resist,  for  any  thing  relative  to  his  perMo 
or  estate ;  but  how  far  his  majesty's  power 
was  extended,  or  in  what  subject  it  wsi 
placed,  and  how  conveyed,  he  thought  it 
not  so  much  his  part,  as  that  of  lawyers^  to 
determine.     As  to  the   king's   power  in 
fcdesiastical  matters,  he  acknowledged  the 
persons  of  ministers,  and  other  ecclesiasti- 
cal persons  subject  to  him,  and  that  he  hsd 
a  jurisdiction  civil,  reaching  not  only  to 
civil  things,  but  likewise  spirituals,  which 
he  was  to  judge,  that  so  he  might,  as  tlie 
nursing  father  of  the  church,  either  encour- 
age, or  punish  and  restrain  in  a  ooerdrc 
way,  and  that  not  implicitly  relying  upon 
the  judgment  of  others,   or  seeing   witb 
their  eyes:   that  his  nuyesty  might  cill 
synods  when  and  where  he  pleaa^  and 
propose  bis  mind  to  them,  whose  duty  not 
only  it  was,  but  wisdom,  to  take  the  ma- 
gistrate's concurrence,  where  it  might  be 
had :  but  still  it  remained  undeniable,  that 
this  power  of  the  magistrate  was  not  priva- 
tive of  any  intrinsical  power  of  the  church, 
granted  her  by  Christ,  for  preserving  or 
edifying  herself;  which  therefore,  in  case 
of  the  magistrate's  opposition  to  the  truth, 
or  want  of  access  to  him,  through  distance 
of  place,  or  other  casual  emergencies,  she 
might  exercise  without  him,  as  was  clearly 
seen  in  the  times  of  the  heathen,  and  Arian 
Roman  emperors.    That  as  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  church,  it  was  true  he  did  not 
close  in  with  that  form  of  govomment  by 
archbishops,  &c.  now  established  in   this 
kingdom ;  and  Uierefore  could  never  concur 
with,  or  submit  to  the  same,  any  manner 
of  way ;  but  whatever  was  his  dissatisfac- 
tion therewith,  or  opposition  thereto,  he 
never  opposed  it  but  by  spiritual  weapons. 
And  as  for  his  practice,  he  had  endeavoured 
to  keep  a  good  conscience  both  before  God 
and    man,  and  to  live   unblameably   and 
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aild  CflMur  what  was  Oeaar't :  that  he  was 
■awr  in  any  iaiiiiTectioii,  reb^on,  or  oon- 
•piraej  flgaiiitt  hia  majetty't  penon  or  go- 
Yemmaiit,  naither  arer  itirrecl  up  olfaeFB 
tlMTBiiiito^  bat  rather  to  live  peaoeabljr,  and 
hj  npeataace,  reformatioD,  bearing  testi- 
VNNiy  fof  0<h19  qnietnets,  eonfidence,  and 
«itiier  ■piritnal  means,  to  expect  deliver- 
■noey  than  by  irritating  the  rulers  to  make 
tiieir  bonds  heavier,  or  by  taking  the  sword, 
and  reflating  by  force ;  and  these  things  he 
inealcate  both  pnblidy  in  sermons,  and 
primtely  in  discourse.  These  then  (added 
he)  being  our  principles,  which  we  are  not 
afchamed  to  own,  but  ready  to  defend,  it  is 
a  wonder  to  me  how  I,  or  any  sober  per- 
son of  our  way,  can  be  challenged  for  sedi- 
tlona  principles  or  practices,  or  charged 
Witli  them ;  and  if  these  principles  be  inno- 
eMty  then  is  the  second  and  great  branch 
0f  my  libel,  referred  to  my  oath,  elided 
Bkewise.  He  ended  with  his  prayers  for 
this  king^,  that  the  Lord  would  bless  his 
itngesty  with  all  blessings  spiritual  and 
teniporBl,  that  he  may  be  a  terror  to  evil 
dioers,  and  an  encourager  to  those  that  do 
well,  and  the  throne  established  in  right- 
eduaneSB. 

After  this  discourse,  to  which  very  dose 
ihention  was  given,  the  president  asked 
Bum,  **  whether  he  had  preached  since  he 
hnno  otit  of  the  Bass.  He  answered,  that 
lie  begged  leave  to  reply  to  what  he  was 
iHiarged  with  in  his  in^ctment,  which  he 
fihmbly  conceived  was,  whether  he  had 
prtfeached  without  authority,  and  seditious- 
ly';** and  this  he  denied.  They  inquired 
Very  pressingly,  who  ordained  him.  He 
i^wered^  "  he  had  no  freedom  to  answer 
ihat  question,  since  it  concerned  others 
jJirtiom  he  was  not  to  stage;  but  assured 
tttiem,  his  ordainers  had  lawful  and  good 
iintliority ;  and  he  supposed  their  lordships 
cdnld  not  compel  him  to  answer  to  that, 
iikelther  was  he  obliged,  since  it  was  res 
tUu^emu  judicata^  for  which  he  was  for- 
nie^ly  questioned ;  and  (as  we  have  heard) 
hkd  satisfied  the  law ;  and  therefore  could 
not  be  questioned  for  the  same  fault  And 
seeing  his  ordination  to  preach  was  before 
the  act  of  grace,  any  crime  therein  (if  any 
was)  was  now  purged ;  and,  in  a  word,  this 
was  not  in  his  mdlctment" 

ill. 


When  Mr  Fraser   was  removed, 


1081. 


there  was  a  considerable  debate  among 
the  counsellors,  most  of  them  being  very 
much  taken  with  his  discourse,  and  williug 
to  liberate  him:  but  the  bishops  inaiated,  that 
he  was  a  dangerous  person,  and  behoved  Co 
be  made  an  example  of.  The  drawing  of 
the  sentence  was  left  to  them  and  the  derk. 
He  being  called  in,  it  was  intimated  to  him, 
to  this  purpose,  "  that  he  be  sent  to  Bhick- 
ness  prison,  there  to  continue  till  ha  paid 
his  fine  of  5000  merks,  and  give  surety 
cither  to  preach  no  more,  or  go  off  the 
kingdom.'*  And  till  a  guard  was  got  ready, 
he  was  ordered  to  remain  in  Edinburgh 
tolbooth.  Many  of  the  onlookers,  for  oon- 
siderable  numben  got  in  that  day  to  the 
coundl-house,  were  sorprised  at  the  seve- 
rity of  the  sentence;  yea,  several  of  the 
counsellors  themselves  said  openly  enough, 
that  he  had  met  with  very  hard  measnre. 
He  continued  some  time  in  the  tolbooth, 
and  was  used  very  discreetly,  and  had  abun- 
dance of  \isits,  and  much  peace  in  what  he 
had  done.  On  the  Lord's  day  he  preacJied 
to  the  prisoners,  which  was  refreshing  to 
him.  He  tvi'ice  supplicated  the  council  for 
liberty,  but  was  reftised,  the  prebtes  still 
opposing  it;  and  he  remarks,  that  8ir 
William  Paterson  clerk  to  the  oooncil, 
bishop  Patcrson's  brother,  was  his  grsat 
enemy,  though  he  had  never  done  hhn  any 
injury.  After  he  had  been  six  weeks  in 
Edinburgh  prison,  he  was  sent  to  Blaok- 
neRs  castle,  under  the  convoy  of  a  party  of 
the  guards,  and  there  continued  about  seven 
weeks.  The  governor  at  first  kept  him 
close  prisoner,  H'hich  was  not  in  the  coun- 
cil's order;  and  a  soldier  had  still  the  key 
of  his  room,  though  he  opened  it  when  he 
called  for  him.  At  the  beginning  he  was 
put  in  a  very  bad  room ;  but  the  governor's 
lady,  a  child  of  little  more  than  thirteen 
years,  and  a  gentleman  who  came  in,  pre- 
vailed to  jr^t  it  altered.  About  six  weeks 
after,  the  duke  of  York  went  for  England, 
and  bishop  Paterson  and  his  brother  waited 
upon  him.  Mr  FraKer*s  friends  took  this 
opportunity,  without  so  much  as  acquaint- 
ing him,  to  apply  to  the  council,  that  the 
fine  might  be  remitted,  and  that  he  might 
be  liberate,  and  begging  a  cosM^t«nl  ^tbr^^ 
to  order  his  affwts  \iv  ^oX\mv^  wA.  ^^ 
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railed  in  his  name,  he  would  rabmit 
'  to  their  sentence  of  bamshment  His 
friends  bound  themselres  cmtion  for  him, 
that  he  should  go  out  of  the  kingdom  in  a 
month,  and  not  return  without  the  king  and 
ooundl's  liberty.  The  council,  now  that  his 
enemies  were  absent,  went  in  to  the  pro- 
posal; and  the  firat  account  he  had,  was 
the  order  sent  to  the  governor  to  liberate 
him.  This  deliverance,  without  anj  sinful 
acknowledgments  and  compliances  upon 
his  part,  or  by  his  cautiouen,  he  observes, 
as  no  less  sweet  than  it  was  unexpected  by 
him ;  and  this  h(4y  man,  in  Jiis}  life,  takes 
notice  of  the  kindnewi  of  providence  in 
Ibis,  in  a  vary  affectionate  way.  Next 
year  he  went  off  for  London,  whore  he 
was  not  free  from  sufferings,  as  I  diall  ob- 
serve afterwards. 


SKCT.  n*. 

Of  the  mfferings  mnto  thrrfk,  oend  the  puhfic 
erecHtion  cf  Mr  Donald  CarffUl,  find  a 
great  ttttmy  othersj  thutytar  1681. 

We  have  in  the  former  sections,  some  view 
of  the  severities,  and  oppression,  and  the 
forfeitures  of  a  number  of  good  people, 
who  did  not  go  to  the  extremities  some  of 
the  poor  people  went  unto,  whose  lives 
were  this  year  taken.  Against  them  it  was 
alh^ged,  and  indeed  it  was  all  tliat  could  be 
said,  tluit  they  committed  treason  in  face 
of  tlie  court  before  which  they  were  staged; 
but  if  we  consider  their  circiunstances,  the 
views  they  had  of  matters,  and  the  hard, 
ships  they  were  brought  under,  certainly 
great  charity  must  be  exercised  ton'ards 
them ;  and  although,  according  to  the  pre- 
sent laws,  they  were  found  guilty  of  trea- 
son, yet  their  bloodshed  will,  by  after 
generations,  be  reckoned  innocent  blood; 
and  tlie  courses  token  with,  and  inhumani- 
ties exercised  towards  them,  must  certainly 
be  abominated  by  all  sober  persons. 

Upon  the  last  year  I  gave  some  account 
of  their  case,  and  of  the  condemnation  and 
execution  of  severals  of  Mr  Cameron  and 
Mr  Cargill's  followers,  for  disowning  of  the 
king,  and  hearing  them  at  field  conventi- 
cHes!  and  upon  this  section  I  shall  put  to- 
gether  the  accounts  of  nearly  twenty  more. 
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with  Mr  Caiigill  hhnself,  who  snffcred  this 
year,  just  in  the  order  of  time  they  fell  out 
And  when  entering  vpon  tiiis  melancholy 
subject,  I  cannot  but  regret  the  cunning 
and  unprecedented  severity  of  the  perse- 
cutors, with  a  great  many  of  these  people 
who  came  before  them.  It  ia  certain,  the 
managers  had  more  to  my  in  their  own 
defence  as  to  the  treatment  of  these  now 
under  their  hand,  than  in  many  proeesses 
before  and  after  this,  when  peraons  wcie 
taken  in  actual  resistance,  upon  the  hack 
of  a  kind  of  declaration  of  war  against  the 
king;  then  the  prelates  and  persecuton 
triumphed  in  the  necessity  and  justice  of 
cutting  them  off^  and  yet  it  was  but  a  very 

I  few  who  were  thus  t^en,  two  or  three  at 
Ayrs-moss,  who  were  attacked,  and  obliged 
to  defend  themselves ;  but  the  greatest  part 
who  suffered  now  were  such  who  were 
discovered  by  their  bribed  informers^  and 
alleged  to  have  been  at  field  meetings ;  and 
when  brought  before  them  at  Ediabuigfa, 
a  confession  was  extorted  by  boots  and 
thumbkins  from  some  of  them,  and  the  rest, 
when  lirought  before  the  justiciary,  coun- 
cil, or  committees  of  it,  were  ensnared  by 
captious  questions,  upon  subjects  common 
people  could  not  be  supposed  to  under- 
stand ;  and  upon  their  answers  they  were 
condemned  and  executed.  True  it  is,  they 
did  disown  the  king's  authority,  wherein  I 
have  already  declined  to  vindicate  them: 
but  the  reader,  who  may  be  a  stranger  to 
those  times,  should  kuow,  that  by  owning 
the  authority,  the  poor  people  understood 
a  virtual  approbation  of  all  that  was  done 
by  the  king  since  his  restoration,  the  re- 
scinding of  the  excellent  laws  and  consti- 
tution we  once  enjoyed  in  Scotland,  and 
the  severities  against,  and  the  persecution 
of  the  people  of  God  following  thereupon. 
And  this  was  in  the  poor  country  women 
and  men  now  put  to  death,  a  matter  of 
opinion  and  conscience  misinformed  indeed 
by  the  unwarrantable  expressions  of  some 
who  were  soured  by  the  rigidity  of  the 
times,  and,  it  may  be,  likewise  by  some 
unguarded  expressions  they  might  have 
heard  at  some  sermons  in  the  fields  since 
Both  well ;  but  then  it  is  certain,  this  was 
such  a  misinformation   and   ignorance  of 

\  fac\s,  aft  tVve^  cAuld  scarce  ever  be  brought 
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'.finoM  uiMlcr;  and  indeed,  except  in  an  in- 
ilaooe  or  two,  no  are  was  taken  to  inform 
them,  but  they  were  homed  from  the 
couneil  to  the  jnstidaiy,  from  them  to  the 
imaoD,  and  in  a  few  lioon  into  eternity. 
vBieanwhiie  the  government  oould  be  in  no 
mannar  of  haiard  from  a  handfiil  of  tliote 
.people,  and  if  anj  thing  of  this  nature  oould 
braad  disturbance,  it  was  the  barbarous 
tfxtvmnities  they  ran  to  with  such  of  them 
aa  fell  into  their  hands:  but  it  was  easy  to 
have  Mcured  the  peace  against  ten  times 
their  number,  by  gentler  methods,  than 
batohering  so  many  scores  of  otherwise 
•erioos  and  religious  perM>ns;  this^  with 
wmnj  other  nnaccoontable  measures  now 
taken,  did  very  much  lessen  the  king,  sully 
his  reign,  and  made  the  administration  bur- 
densome and  grierous  to  multitudes  of  his 
beat  subjects.  Sometimes  indeed  the  coun- 
cil in  their  good  mood,  would  offer  the 
country  people  their  life,  upon  acknow- 
ledgments and  declarationB,  which  at  first 
view  ieem  very  low  and  reasonable ;  but  if 
aarrowly  considered,  these  were  impresta- 
ble  by  the  people  to  whom  they  were  made, 
ia  their  present  circumstances,  and  under 
the  optaking  of  matters  which  tliey  had : 
and  1  must  obeerre,  that  it  was  only  to  the 
warmer  and  more  ignorant  sort  such  offers 
were  made,  probably  under  the  prospect 
they  wonld  not  be  accepted,  since  the  sense 
tfie  people  took  the  managers'  proposal  in, 
4id  import  a  receding  from  bearing  witness 
egaiBSt  the  evil  of  the  times;  yea,  most  of 
ttem  did  think  the  accepting  of  the  mana- 
gers' proposals  included  an  approbation  of 
what  they  bad  been,  and  were  at  present 
deing.  In  short,  the  cruelty  the  sufferers 
remarked  in  one  process  after  another,  and 
the  whole  conduct  of  this  time,  and  the 
flubdolent  fetches  and  cunning  used  to  carry 
them  off  their  feet,  made  them  jealous  of 
every  thing  proposed ;  and  their  warm  seal 
finr  and  love  to  the  truth,  the  small  prospect 
they  had  of  any  end  to  their  daily  snares 
sold  troubles,  together  with  a  generous 
'kind  of  tttdiitm  vi/ie,  in  such  a  wicked  age 
M  this,  did  prevvl  with  them  to  stand 
out  And  all  those  someway  heightened 
the  wickedness  of  the  managers,  in  putting 
tbem  to  death,  of  which  I  come  now  to 
give  some  account 


)  The  instance  of  the  trial  and  execu- 
tion of  two  poor  women,  with  which 
this  year  begins,  is  a  flaming  |nroof  of  the  ini- 
quity of  this  period.  Upon  the  17th  of  Jan- 
uary, I  find  Isabel  Alison,  a  yonng  unmarried 
woman,  who  lived  in  Perth,  and  Marian 
Harvey,  a  servant  maid  in  Borrowstonness, 
where  sometiaAcs  Mr  Cargill  haunted,  staged 
for  their  lives  before  the  justiciary.  This 
is  an  evidence  of  what  was  just  now  said. 
What  baaard  could  the  govemmcnt  be  under 
from  two  such  persons,  against  whom  no- 
thing could  be  adduced  but  their  opinions, 
which  they  had  taken  up  firom  the  severi- 
ties of  the  clergy  at  Perth,  as  the  fint 
owned,  and  the  violence  of  the  soldien? 
Their  private  sentiments,  I  am  persuaded, 
oould  have  a  very  small  influence^  and 
would  scarce  ever  have  been  noticed,  had 
not  the  severity  of  the  managers  brought 
them  upou  the  stage,  evidently  to  their 
own  reproach  and  shame.  Their  interro- 
gatories and  speeches  are  printed  in  the 
Cloud  of  Witnesses,  and  i  shall  give  a  hint 
of  their  trial  before  the  criminal  court, 
from  the  records,  if  once  I  had  noticed  a 
few  things  concerning  them  and  their 
treatment  before  the  ooundL  Isabel  Ali- 
son lived  very  privately  in  the  town  of 
Perth,  and  was  of  a  sober  and  religions 
oonversation.  She  had  now  and  then  heard 
Mr  Caigill  preach  in  the  fields,  and  some 
few  others  before  Bothwell,  but  not  very 
often,  field  conventicles  not  being  commou 
in  that  country.  Upon  her  nonoonformity 
at  Perth,  and  speaking  against  the  severity 
used  upon  some  religious  people  there,  she 
was  seixed,  and  notkiing  else  could  be  laid 
to  her  charge,  till  she  was  brought  before 
some  of  the  magistrates,  and  in  her  sim- 
plicity voluntarily  confessed  converse  with  ^ 
some  who  had  been  dedared  rebels.  When 
the  managers  are  informed  of  this,  a  party 
of  soldiers  seiae  her  living  peaceably  in  her 
chamber  at  Perth,  and  carry  her  into  Ed- 
inburgh. When  she  is  brought  before  the 
council,  the  interrogatories  were  invidious 
and  ensnaring:,  and  knowing  they  had  no 
probation  but  firom  what  was  elicite  from 
her,  they  essayed  sometimes  by  commend- 
ations and  promises,  and  sometimes  by 
threats,  to  bring  her  to  confess  she  had 
conversed  w\l\i  Ba!t]h\\\&\^  '^^Wax^^vA  ^^6« 
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two  Hendersons,  said  to  be  concern- 


ed in  the  primate's  death;  and  when 
some  very  triTial  thinjrs  were  owned  bj  her, 
they  jested  her,  and  acted  the  buffoon  rather 
thaii  privy  counselloni,  as  may  be  seen  in 
tlieir  interrogatories.  Marion  Harvey  was 
taken  up  in  the  road,  when  going  to  some 
sermon  or  other,  and  was  soon  ensnared 
by  the  questions  put  to  her.  She  was  scarce 
twenty  years  when  brought  into  Edin- 
burgh, and  sisted  before  the  council. 
They  had  nothing  to  lay  to  her  charge  but 
what  she  owned,  to  wit,  her  being  at  field 
conventicles.  When  interrogate  as  to 
Sanquhar  declaration,  and  the  Queensferry 
paper,  she  knew  nothing  about  them,  but 
being  read  to  her,  to  ensnare  her,  she  said 
she  owned  them,  beoanse  she  thought  them 
agreeable  to  the  scriptures.  SSome  of  the 
counsellors  told  her,  a  rock,  a  cod,  and 
bobbins,  would  set  her  better  than  these 
debates,  and  yet  they  caat  them  up  to  her, 
and  murder  her  upon  them.  And  by  the 
way  it  may  be  noticed,  that  the  bishops 
wore  the  great  proposers  of  questions  to 
these  poor  people,  which  helped  to  exas- 
perate them,  especially  when  urged  to  give 
thorn  their  titles,  they  looking  on  them  as  at 
bottom  of  all  their  persecution.  After  they 
were  examined  before  the  council,  they  are 
brought  before  the  criminal  court  This 
was  the  constant  practice  at  tliis  time,  the 
one  day  to  bring  such  as  fell  into  their 
bauds  b«>fore  the  council,  and  there  engage 
them  by  captious  questions  into  a  confe»- 
slou  of  statutory  crimes,  and  next  day  to 
pauncl  them  before  the  justiciary,  where, 
if  they  were  silent,  they  were  asked  if  they 
would  quit  the  testimony  they  had  gtveu 
yesterday.  Both  of  them  were  indicted 
for  hearing  at  field  conventicles,  liarbour- 
ii)g  Messrs  Cargill,  Cameron,  Douglas,  and 
Welsh,  for  owning  Rutherglen  and  San- 
quhar dccliiratious,  Queensferry  covenant, 
and  treasonable  opinions.  For  probation, 
their  confession  before  the  conucil  is  ad- 
duced. Isobcl  Alison,  being  interrogate  on 
several  heads  before  the  assize,  answered 
she  was  not  obliged  to  answer,  for  slie  did 
not  look  upon  them  as  judges,  declined  their 
authority,  and  the  king's,  by  whom  they 
iat  there,  because  they  carry  th<»  8word 
ngainat  the  Lovd.     lu  theiv  interrogatories 


they  come  and  go,  and  act  like  persons 
thirsting  after  blood,  who  resolve  she  shall 
be  guilty.  She  owned  converse  w4th  one 
they  alleged  was  at  the  primate*v  mnrder, 
she  owned  the  Sanquhar  declaration,  and 
bond  of  combination  spoke  of  last  year,  and 
Queensferry  covenant,  when  read  to  her, 
because,  she  said,  she  saw  nothing  in  them 
against  the  Bible,  and  reiiised  to  sign. 
Marion  Harvey,  before  the  justiciary,  owns 
the  fourth  article  of  the  Queensferry  paper, 
disowns  the  king's  authority,  abides  by  the 
Sanquhar  declaration,  says,  it  was  lawful 
to  kill  the  archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  when 
the  Lord  raised  up  instruments  for  that 
effect,  adding,  he  was  as  miserable  and 
perjured  a  wretch  as  ever  betrayed  the 
church ;  blesses  God  she  heard  sermons  in 
the  fields,  and  approves  of  Mr  Cargill*s  ex- 
communication. She  refuses  to  sign  what 
she  had  said,  and  protests  tliey  had  nothing 
to  lay  to  her  charge,  but  her  opinion,  and 
owning  Christ  and  his  persecuted  truths. 
When  the  assize  was  sworn,  it  was  ob- 
served that  some  of  them  trembled  and 
would  not  swear,  this  process  against  two 
women  being  every  way  extraordinary: 
however  they  got  as  many  as  served  their 
purpose.  The  two  confessions,  as  writ  by 
the  clerk,  were  read  to  the  inquest,  and,  iu 
a  discourse  to  them  the  advocate  aggnk- 
vated  every  particular,  and  endeavoured  to 
prove  them  guilty  of  treason.  Some  of  the 
assize  urged  there  was  no  fiict  proven 
against  them,  and  they  had  not  signed  their 
confessions.  The  advocate  answered,  what 
they  had  said  was  treason,  and  chained 
them  to  act  according  to  law,  otherwise 
he  knew  what  to  do.  The  assize  find  them 
both  guilty  of  treason  by  their  own  con- 
fession. The  ■  pronouncing  their  doom  is 
delayed  till  January  2 1st,  when  they  are 
both  sentenced  to  be  hanged  in  the  Orass- 
market  upon  the  'JGth  instant.  I  find  the 
council  allow  prcsbyterian  ministers  to  con- 
verse vinth  these  two  women ;  but  this  was 
only  a  feint  to  rub  off  the  odium  of  this 
afiair,  the  council  did  not  so  till,  after  the 
sentence  was  past,  they  could  have  no 
prospect  of  any  great  benefit  to  the  women 
who  did  not  desire  this  conversation,  the 
ministers  were  iinsavour}'  to  them  because 
\  senl  V\  \\w  v'V)W\\vL\\»  a\\\  Y%«»)^\n^  could 
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have  but  TCfy  little  inflaeace  iu  their  cir- 
cumitaaccs,  and  upon  subjects  above  their 
capacity.     These  two  young  women  were 
ezeouted  upon  the  26th  according  to  their 
uutencc.    The  Cl(Hid  of  Witnesses  narrates 
a  passage,  which  if  it  be  vouched,  given  au 
odd  idea  of  bishop  Peterson,  and  is  not  dis- 
agreeable to  the  opinion  not  a  few  had  of 
hUn  at  the  time,  as  a  man  of  a  light  and 
profime  temper.      Just  when  they  were 
pnng  oat  to  the  place  of  execution,  pro- 
bably In  the  laigli  council  house,  whence 
malefiictors  used  to  go  to  the  gibbet,  the. 
bbhop  came  in  and  said  to  Marion  Harvey, 
**  you  would  never  hear  a  curate^  now  you 
shall  hear  one  pray  before  you  die,"  and 
ordered  one  who  was  attending  to  pray. 
The  poor  women  thus  jested  upon,  could 
not  retire,  and  the  one  said  to  the  other, 
come,  let  us  bing  the  23d  Psalm,  which  they 
did,  and  soon  drowned  the  bishop's  ourate, 
employed  either  iu  jest,  or  to  vex  these 
poor  people.    I  am  informed  they  were  ex. 
ecuted  with  some  tluree  or  four  wicked 
women  guilty  of  murdering    their   own 
children,  and  other  villanies,  which  was 
very  grievous  to  these  two.    One  of  the 
episcopal  ministers  of  the  town,  who  waited 
upon  the  others  on  the  scaffold,  railed  bit- 
terly npon  these  sufferers,  and  assured  them 
they  were  in  the  road  to  damnation,  while 
he,  without  any  evidence  of  penitence,  was 
sending  the  other  wicked  wretches  straight 
to  heaven:    however  Isobel  Alison   and 
Marion  Harvey  were  not  commoved,  but 
sang  some  suitable  psalms  on  the  scaffold, 
and  prayed,  aud  died  with  much  composure 
and  joy. 

In  March  I  meet  with  a  new  process  against 
feome  more  of  the  people  who  adhered  to 
Mr  CargilL  I  need  only  give  a  few  hints 
from  the  records,  tlio  course  now  with  all 
of  them  being  much  the  same.  Upon  the 
2d  of  March,  John  Murray  of  Borrow ston- 
uess,  is  indicted  ^f  treason  in  common  form. 
The  advocate  now  gives  himself  no  further 
trouble,  than  to  adduce  the  confessions 
made  by  these  persons  when  examined 
before  the  council,  in  presence  of  the  jus- 
ticiary and  assize  where  they  are  examined 
upon  them,  and  sometimes  the  couft^ssions 
BTe  only  read  lo  the  inquest,  who  bring 
them  in  siriltv  by  their  own  coufonion,  and 


so  they  are.  sentencod.     In  Jola 
Muiray'a  case,  he  bad  confesaed  he  ^^'' 
was  at  the  conventicle  at  Torwood  witk 
arms;  and  indeed  Mr  Caigill's  followers 
being  daily  hunted  for,  were  obliged  to  carry 
arms  with  them  wherever  they  went,  for 
their  own  defence.    When  he  u  interrogate, 
if  he  owns  the  king's  authority,  he  answers, 
he  owns  all  that  is  from  God,  and  to  be  owned, 
and  adds,  that  while  the  king  observed  the 
covenant,  hii  was  from  God«  but  since  he 
has  broke  that,  he  knows  not  what  to  say. 
As  to  the  archbishop's  murder,  he  says,  if 
they  were  sent  of  God  to  execute  jud^Doent 
on  him,  he  will  not  judge  them  nor  their 
actions.    He  judicially  owns  his  confession, 
but  refuses  to  sign  it.  And  having  a  printed 
copy  of  the  (jneensferry  oovenant  and  San- 
quhar declaration  given  him  to  consider  on, 
after  some  days  he  owns  thein.    The  same 
day  Christopher  Millar,  weaver  in  Gargun- 
nock  is  indicted  aa  above;  his  confession 
before  the  council  is  adduced,  where  he  ac- 
knowledges he  was  in  anna  at  Both  well- 
bridge,  and  thinks  he  may  lawfully  rise 
in  arms  against  the  king  for  the  covenant ; 
declared  he  cannot  write.    Before  the  re- 
moving of  the  assixe,  the  advocate  threatens 
them  (as  still  he  does  now)  with  an  assbe 
of  error.    They  bring  both  in  guilty  by  their 
own  confession;  and  the  conrt  sentences 
both  to  be  hanged  in  the  Grassmarket  upon 
the  1 1th  inctant     Upon  the  8th  of  March, 
William   Cioagar  in  Borrowstonnes^  and 
Robert  Songster  a  Stiriingi-ehire  man,  are 
indicted,  as  above,  before  the  justiciary. 
The  probation  is  their  confession.     The 
first  arknowledges  he  was  at  Bothwell- 
bridgo,  and  refuses  to  take  the  bond ;  that 
he  was  at  Torwood,  and  owns  Mr  Caigill's 
excommunication,  and  says,  he  thinks  it 
lawful  to  kill  the  king's  servants,  because 
they  are  enemies  to  Christ ;  owns  the  San- 
quhar and  Qneensferry  pupers ;  and  refuses 
to  sign.    Robert  Songster  owns  Bothwell 
rising,  and  Torwood  excommunication,  as 
lawful,  disowns  the  king's  authority,  says, 
it  is  lawful  to  kili  him  and  the  judges,  in  aa 
far  as  they  are  against  God,  and  adds,  he 
thinks  they  are  God's  enemies.     He  refuses 
to  sign.     The  assize  bring  in  both  guilty, 
and  tliry  arc  KPntenced  to  be  handed  ait  t\\« 
I  Gnisbmarket,  iVic  V\\\i  \n»\wA»    ^vj\\\\^>^t- 
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nj,  June  2d  it  recommended  by  ttie 
council  to  the  king*s  clemency,  as 
being  rather  misled  than  malicious.  The  other 
three  were  executed.  William  Oougar  had  a 
short  paper  in  his  Bible,  which  he  designed 
to  haye  delivered  as  his  speech  to  the  spec- 
tators ;  whether  it  be  that  which  is  printed, 
and  goes  under  his  name,  I  know  not ;  for 
I  find  it  remarked  at  this  time,  that  Oib  and 
his  followers,  both  put  some  wellrmeaning 
prisoners  to  heights  they  would  not  other- 
wise have  gone  to,  and  corrupted  and  made 
additions  to  papers  which  went  under  their 
name.  This  paper,  it  seems,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  some  of  the  soldiers  at  the  ladder- 
foot,  and  enraged  them,  and  made  them 
treat  him  very  harshly.  They  tied  his 
hands  Tery  strait  before  he  went  up  the 
ladder,  and  when  gone  up,  and  beginning  to 
speak,  the  drums  were  beat,  and  he  was 
turned  off  the  ladder,  without  time  so  much 
as  to  pray ;  such  was  their  barbarity  upon 
the  least  provocation. 

Another  process  is  intented  before  the 
justiciary,  July  1 1th,  against  three  country 
people  in  Fife,  Adam  Philip,  Laurence  Hay 
a  weaver,  and  Andrew  Pittilloch  land- 
labourer.  There  was  no  act  of  rebellion, 
nor  field  conventicles  alleged  against  them. 
These  three  had  joined  in  a  society  for 
prayer  and  conference  in  Fife,  when  they 
had  not  the  gospel  preached  to  them  by 
any  they  could  hear.  Their  society,  in 
June  last,  had  agreed  to,  and  signed  a  paper, 
which  they  called  A  Testimony  against  the 
Evils  of  the  Times :  whetherthey  published 
it,  or  how  it  came  into  the  hands  of  the 
managers,  I  have  no  account,  but  I  find  them 
indicted  for  publishing  an  infamous  paper, 
the  1  Ith  of  June  last,  called  by  them  the 
Sixth  Mouth,  disowning  the  lung  and  all 
the  ministers  of  this  church,  excepting  Mr 
Donald  Cargill  The  paper  was  produced, 
and  they  acknowledged  they  had  signed  it 
Tliey  are  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be 
hanged  at  the  Orassnuu-ket,  upon  the  13th 
instant,  and  their  heads  to  be  severed  from 
their  body,  and  aflixed  to  the  tolbooth  of 
Cupar.  The  last  two  of  them  are  named  in 
the  Cloud  of  Witnesses,  and  their  speech  or 
ti^timony  set  down.  I  know  no  further 
about  them.  The  paper,  by  the  citations 
from  it  ia  their   praccas,    is    very   wild. 


and  seems  to  smell  of  Oib  and  his  dehi- 
sions. 

I  come  now  to  give  some  account  of  the 
trial  of  Mr  Donald  Caigill,  and  four  othen 
with  him,  who  were  executed  the  27th  of 
July,  the  day  before  the  meeting  of  parUs- 
ment  this  year.  It  hath  been  noticed  in  ths 
former  part  of  this  history,  that  it  was  not 
unusual  to  grace  that  solemnity  with  the 
execution  of  some  of  the  persecuted  party. 
We  have  already  heard  much  of  Mr  Caifill, 
and  I  shall  not  offer  here  any  account  of  this 
good  man,  and  successful  preacher  of  the 
gospel  It  is  but  a  hint  or  two  at  noatten  ef 
hd  concerning  him  that  I  can  give,  leaviiy 
the  vindication  of  several  singular  and  peca- 
liar  steps  he  took,  towards  the  end  of  his  mi- 
nistry, to  such  who  approve  all  that  he  did. 
There  were  not  a  few  remarkable  steps  of 
providence  in  his  call  unto,  and  settlement 
in  the  parish  of  the  Barony  of  Glasgow, 
some  time  before  the  restoration,  which 
being  out  of  my  road  here,  I  pass  with  a 
regret,  that  none  have  been  at  fains  to 
d^ect  and  publish  a  well  attested  acoomit 
of  remarkable  providences  towards  minis- 
ters and  Christians  in  the  church  of  Hoot- 
land,  since  our  reformation  from  popery. 
Many  likewise  were  his  wonderful  preser- 
vations in  his  wanderings  and  sufferings, 
since  the  turning  out  of  the  body  of  pres- 
byterian  ministers,  and  under  the  particular 
spite  and  malice  exercised  against  him ;  of 
which,  with  those  of  others  in  this  period, 
had  I  good  attestations,  I  would  reckon  a 
collection  of  them  would  be  a  very  agree- 
able and  useful  appendage  to  this  work. 
Mr  Cargiirs  sufferings  are  what  I  am  now 
concerned  in.  We  have  already  heard,  he 
was,  for  his  freedom  in  his  sermons,  after 
the  king's  restoration,  and  refusing  to  so- 
lemnize the  anniversary  day  appointed  by 
parliament,  particularly  the  object  of  the 
persecutors*  rage,  and  continued  under 
many  and  inexpressible  difficulties  till 
after  BothwelL  The  measures  he  took 
after  that,  at  Queensferry  and  Torwood, 
have  been  narrated,  and  it  is  evident  the 
government  was  particularly  imbittered 
against  him  by  these  steps.  No  sooner 
were  any  notices  got  of  his  being  in  a 
place,  but  presently  all  the  soldiers  round 
were  m  «kxm<&)  uid  searched  all  the  country 
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ibont  for  hiin.  Upon  the  5th  of  May  thit 
^car,  he  kept  a  fast  in  the  fields,  near  Loo- 
loB-hiU:  the  soldiers  at  Glasgow  getting 
notiee  of  this,  immediately  seised  all  the 
tranes  in  town,  and  abont  it,  and  mounted 
in  quest  of  him;  bnt  he  got  off  at  this 
trane :  yea,  such  was  their  haste  and  fnry, 
that  one  of  them  who  happened  to  he  be- 
Imid  the  rest,  and  fnriously  riding  down 
the  street  called  the  Stockwell,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  day,  rode  over  a  child,  and  killed 
ber  on  the  spot  However,  Mr  Oargill 
soaped  them  not  mnch  longer.  The  cir- 
bkaiistances  or  place  of  his  seizing  I  have 
itvt;  but  I  find,  May  15th  next  year,  James 
brdn  of  Bonshaw  petitions  the  council,  for 
the  reward  promised  in  their  proclamation, 
for  his  taking  Mr  Cargill,  and  is  recom- 
■wnded  to  the  treasury:  and  some  time, 
July  this  year,  Mr  Cargill  was  brought  in 
to  Glasgow  by  a  party  of  soldiers,  in  great 
triiioph,  and  pnt  in  the  guard-housethere. 
Multitudes  came  in  to  gaze  upon  him,  and 
among  others,  one  John  Nisbet,  a  hater  of 
godliness  and  the  tnily  religions,  a  besotted 
dnmkard,  and  mocker  at  piety,  and  at  pre- 
sent the  archbishop's  factor:  this  profligate 
wretch  addressed  himself  to  Mr  CArgill  in 
a  way  of  mocking,  and  said,  *  Mr  Donald, 
win  yon  give  us  one  word  more  ?'  alluding 
to  an  expression  Mr  Cargill  used  in  his 
pathetical  serious  way  of  preaching.  Mr 
Cargill  looked  on  him  a  little  with  regret 
and  sorrow,  and  then  addressed  him  thus, 
'  Mock  not,  lest  your  bands  be  made  strong ; 
the  day  is  coming  when  you  shall  not  have 
one  word  to  say  though  you  would.'  Tliis 
came  very  shortly  to  pass ;  not  many  days 
after,  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  lay  his  hand 
upon  that  ill  man :  at  Glasgow  where  he 
lived,  he  fell  suddenly  ill,  and  for  three 
days  his  tongue  swelled;  and  though  he 
seemed  very  earnest  to  speak,  yet  he  could 
not  command  one  word,  and  cUed  in  great 
torment,  and  seeming  terror.  Some  yet 
alive  know    the    truth  of  this  passage.* 


*  *'  The  Insi  time  Mr  Cargill  preached  was 
in  Duntyrr-Goinmon,  when  he  expounded  Jei*. 
I.  and  wreached  firom  Ina.  xxw\,  SO,  81.  Some 
time  that  night  (for  he  dumt  not  leave  the  place 
till  it  was  dark)  he  went,  by  the  persuasion  of 
Mr  Smith  and  Mr  Bolr,  with  the  Udj  of  St 
John's  kiri^  aa  &r  m  Covington  mil),  to  the 
hoaao  of  one  Andrew  Flgber,  m  mile  from  that 


From  Ghisgow,  Mr  Cargill  was  car- 
ried  in  to  Edinbnigb,  where,  July  *®^*- 
lAth,  I  find  him  examined  befSore  the  conn- 
oil,  and  his  confession  then,  in  answer  to 
his  interrogatories,  I  set  down  from  the 
records. 

Edinburgh,  July  15th,  1081. 

**  Mr  Donald  Cargill,  being  interrogate 
if  he  owns  the  king's  authority,  and 
the  king  as  his  lawful  prince,  answers, 
as  the  magistrate's  authority  is  now  estab- 
lished by  the  act  of  parliament  anent  supre- 
macy, and  explanatory  act,  denies  the  same. 
Being  again  interrogate,  if  he  owns  the  kin^ 
as  his  laTi-ful  prince,  yes  or  no,  he  refuses 
to  give  any  other  answer  than  as  aforesaid ; 
confesses,  that  in  October  1680,  he  preach- 
ed in  the  fields  in  Torwood.  Being  inter- 
rogate, if  he  excommunicated  the  king 
there,  answered,  that  being  merely  a  ques- 
tion about  an  ecclesiastical  matter,  he  can- 
not answer  it  before  the  council,  being  a 
civil  judicatory ;  and  that  he  was  content 
privately  to  give  an  account  of  all  the  rea- 
sons of  all  his  excommunications  that  ever 
be  made  or  pronounced ;  being  pressed  to 
a  direct  answer,  refuses  to  make  any  further 
answer.  Being  interrogate,  when  he  saw 
any  of  those  who  killed  the  archbishop,  or 
if  he  knew  any  thing  of  the  intention  of  it 


ladynb  James  Irrine  of  Bonshaw,  having  ob- 
taiued  a  general  commission,  marched  with  a 
troop  of  dragoons  from  Kilbryde,  and  next 
morning  hy  tun  rising,  came  to  8t  John's  kirk, 
and  having  narrowly  searched  that  boase  and 
the  house  of  James  Thomson,  came  next  to 
Covington  mill,  and  there  apprehended  him, 
together  with  Mr  Smith  and  Mr  Boig.  Bon- 
shaw cried  out,  *0  blessed  Bonshaw,  and  blessed 
day  that  ever  I  was  bom,  that  have  found  such 
a  prize  thit  morning!'  for  a  reward  of  6000 
merks  was  promised  to  the  apprehender  of  Mr 
Cargill. 

**  They  marched  bark  fo  Lanark,  and  put  the 
prisoners  in  jail  till  the  soldiers  had  some  re- 
freshment. When  tbey  got  horses  they  brought 
them  out  in  haste,  and  net  them  on  their  bare 
backs.  Bonshaw,  with  his  own  hands  tied  Mr 
Cargill's  feet  below  the  horse's  belly  very  hard. 
The  good  man  looked  down  to  him  and  said, 
*  Why  do  you  tie  me  m  hard  ?  Your  wicked- 
ness IS  great.  You  will  not  long  escape  the 
judgment  of  God;  and,  if  1  be  not  mistaken,  it 
will  aeise  upon  yon  in  this  plare.'  And  this 
was  verified ;  for  soon  after  he  got  the  price  of 
his  blood,  he  was  killed  in  a  duel  urar  Lanark. 
His  last  words  were,  *  Gud  damn  my  soul  eter- 
nally, for  1  am  (one,*  **  Cto«Au^ax^«^«^«Vu 
p.  107 £d. 


S80 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SUFFERINGS 


[BOOK  IIL 


1681. 


before  it  wit  done,  declares  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  intention  before  it  was 
done ;  confesses  he  knew  Balibor,  Hender- 
son, and  Rossel,  bat  thinks  he  did  not  see 
Balfour  these  two  years,  but  did  see  the  other 
two  within  these  twelve  months,  or  thereby, 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge.  The  copy  of 
the  sermon  alleged  to  have  been  by  him 
preached  at  Torwood,  being  produced,  and 
he  asked  if  that  was  the  copy  thereof,  de- 
sires a  time  to  consider  thereof  before  he 
answer.  Being  interrogate,  if  he  thinks 
the  rising  at  Bothwell4>ridge  was  a  rebel- 
lion against  the  king  and  his  authority, 
declares  he  owns  defensive  arms  in  case  of 
necessity,  and  thinks  those  who  rose  at 
Bothwell  were  not  rebels,  and  thinks  they 
were  oppressed,  and  rose  in  their  own  de- 
fence. Being  interrogate,  if  he  was  with 
those  who  were  in  arms  at  Ayrs-moss,  re- 
fuses to  answer,  and  desires  it  may  be  made 
out  against  him.  The  same  answer  as  to 
Bothwell-bridge.  Being  interrogate,  if  he 
was  at  the  emitting  the  paper  at  Sanquhar, 
denies  he  was.  Being  iuterrogate,  if  he 
had  any  hand  in  drawing  of  that  paper, 
refuses  to  give  answer  thereupon,  but  de- 
clares he  did  not  see  it  till  after  it  was 
proclaimed.  Being  interrogate  anent  that 
paper,  if  he  owned  the  principles  therein, 
refuses  to  answer,  and  desires  a  time  to 
consider  thereof,  not  being  unwilling,  upon 
time  given  him,  to  declare  his  judgment 
thereof:  gives  the  same  answer  as  to  the 
paper  called  Cargill's  Covenant,  or  the  Far 
natic's  Covenant,  when  read  to  him.  Being 
interrogate,  if,  when  he  preached  at  Tor- 
wood,  bis  lecture  was  upon  Ezek.  xxi.  25, 
26,  27,  confesses  it  was.  Being  interrogate 
where  his  text  to  his  sermon  was,  declares  | 
he  remembers  not  Being  interrogate,  if 
he  thinks  the  killing  of  the  archbishop  of 
St  Andrews  was  murder,  declares  he  can- 
not give  bis  sense  thereof;  but  that  the 
Scripture  says,  'That  the  Lord  giving  a 
call  to  a  private  man  to  kill,  he  might  do  it 
bwfuUy  ;*  and  instances  in  Jacl  and  Phine- 
has.  Being  interrogate,  if  be  thinks  the 
king,  by  his  falling  from  the  covenant,  hath 
lost  his  civil  right  as  king,  declares  he 
thinks  this  an  ecclesiastical  matter,  and 
cannot  answer  here,  but  that  he  is  not 
obliged  to  obey  the  kiog*s  government,  as  \ 


it  is  now  established  by  the  act  of  supr»> 
macy.     Being  interrogate,  where  be  was 
the  night  before  and  after  he  was  at  Queens- 
ferry,  dedares  he  does  not  now  remember; 
but  seeing  it  may  ooDcem  others,  he  thinks 
he  is  not  obliged  to  answer.    Being  inter- 
rogate when  he  was  in.  Fife,  oonfeascs  he 
was  there  Friday  was  a  twenty  days  or 
month,   and  preached  in  Devan-commoo. 
Being  interrogate,  if  any  of  the  Hendersou 
were  there,  confesses  there  was  one  John 
Henderson,  a  man  about  thirty  yean  of 
age.    Being  interrogate,  when  he  was  in 
Stirlingshire  or  Craigroade,  declares  he  wii 
not  there  these  eleven  montha,  and  deoici 
he  was  in  Angus  these  three  or  four  yean 
past 

**D.  Caagill. 

••  Ch.  Maitland  L  p.  D." 

He  was  again  called  before  the  cooncil, 
July  19th,  and  his  interrogatories  and  an- 
swers are  as  follow. 

Edinburgh,  July  ]9Ch. 

**  In  council  being  interrogate,  if  he  own- 
ed his  sermon  at  Torwood,  in  which  the 
king,  &C.  were  excommunicated ;  answers, 
if  there  was  an  exconununication  he  coul<i 
not  answer  for  it,  but  before  an  ecclesiasti- 
cal court,  being  an  ecclesiastical  act.  Bein^ 
asked,  if  he  owns  the  excommunication  of 
his  majesty,  under  the  name  of  Charlet 
Stuart,  and  as  a  tyrant,  refuses  to  ansiter. 
Being  interrogate,  if  he  owns  the  principles 
in  the  Queensferry  paper,  declares  he  has 
not  yet  had  sufficient  time  to  consider  it. 
Being  interrogate,  if  he  owns  the  principles 
in  the  paper  called  the  Sanquhar  declara- 
tion, he  will  not  answer,  but  declares  he 
did  not  see  it  before  it  was  published.  The 
sixth  article  of  the  Queensferry  paper  beinj^ 
read,  he  refuses  to  answer  about  it  Bein^ 
interrogate,  who  was  the  author  of  that 
paper,  and  who  wrote  it,  refuses  to  an- 
swer." 

Upon  the  26th  of  July,  the  managers  re- 
solved to  put  an  end  to  Mr  Cargill's  trou- 
bles, by  a  sentence  to  be  executed  next 
day;  and  aceordiogly  he  is  pannelled  be- 
fore the  justiciary,  and  he,  with  Mr  Walter 
Smith,  and  Mr  James  Boig,  students  of 
X\\eo\o^>  %sid  WUIiam  Thomson    in  the 
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'  tfaire  -of  >Fif6b  hmd  M^Uiam  Cnihill  M«iinui 
in  BonowslonnMt,  are  indicted  id  couuboxi 
f6rm^*m  being  at  Bathwell4»ridg«,  and  de- 
wifmg  the  king*!  authority.  Ail  of  them 
i»*iHfe  to  have  the  same  fate,  and  the  pro- 
ciediire  against  them  is  much  the  same. 
The  above  confessions  before  the  council 
are  adduced  against  Mr  Cargill  by  the  ad- 
Tocate.  When  thev  are  read  before  the 
justiciary,  he  dccUu'ed  in  the  &oe  of  the 
jvatices,  that  the  word  ^  act  explanatory," 
in  -his  confession,  is  to  be  understood  thus, 
*'  That  the  act  expbuning  the  king*8  supre- 
macy^ gives  him  a  right  to  the  authority  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  that  supremacy  given 
liiui  by  act  of  parliament  is  against  right ; 
and  further  declares,  that  those  who  rose 
in  arms  at  Bothwell  were  not  rebels,  but 
mised  by  opprcmion.*'  After  the  confes- 
Mons  are  read,  the  lord  Halton  depones, 
these  are  Mr  CargilPs  true  words  at  ex- 
amination; and  Hugh  Htevenxon,  one  of 
the  clerks,  declares  the  paper  produced  is 
his  writ,  and  that  he  wrote  it  at  the  coun- 
cil-table,  as  Mr  Cargill  did  dictate  it  I 
take  these  attestations  to  relate  to  the 
paper,  July  19th,  which  is  not  signed. 
And  further,  two  witnesses  depone  they 
aaw  Mr  Caigill  in  arms  with  the  rebels  at 
Both  well-bridge.  This  is  the  probation 
against  him. 

Mr  James  Boig,  son  to  James  Boig, 
nerehant  in  Edinburgh,  comes  next,  and 
his  confession  before  the  council,  July  15th, 
is  adduced  against  him,  which  in  short  fx>D- 

'  tains,  **  That  he  was  taken  in  company 
H-ith  Mr  Donald  Cargill;  that  he  owns  the 

'  principles  of  those  who  are  persecuted  for 
th«  truths  of  God ;  that  these  people  who 
were  defeated  at  Both  well-bridge,  were  the 
people  of  God,  and  were  fighting  for  God. 

.  Being  interrogate,  if  the  rising  in  arms  at 
Bothwell  was  lawful,  declares  it  was,  for 
the  defence  of  the  truth,  and  that  it  was 
lawful,  and  those  are  his  principles.  As 
to  the  archbishop's  murder,  declares,  he 
thinks  be  is  not  obliged  to  answer  for  the 
actions  of  others.  And  being  interrogate, 
if  he  owns  the  Sanquhar  declaration,  de- 
clares he  does.  And  being  desired  to  sign 
his  declaration,  declares  this  would  be  an 
owning  of  the  king's  authority,  which  be 
disowns;   and  refuses  to  do  it.*'     When 


thia  is  read  before  the  justiciary,  he  j^^_ 
adheres  to  all  that  is  in  it 

Mr  W  alter  Smith,  son  to  Walter  Smith 
in  the  parish  of  St  Ninians,  was  an  emi- 
nent Christian,  and  good  scholar;  he 
studied  under  the  famous  Leusden,  who 
had  a  great  value  for  him.  Against  him 
the  advocate  adduceth  his  confession  be- 
fore the  council,  July  15th,  wherein  he 
decbuvs,  "  He  heard  Mr  Cargill  preach  in 
the  fields ;  oonfesseth  he  was  at  Torwood, 
where  he  heard  the  king  and  bis  royal 
highness  excommunicated ;  declares  he  does 
not  think  it  lawful  to  rise  in  arms  against 
lawful  authority.  Being  interrogate,  if  he 
owns  the  king  and  his  authority  as  lawful, 
declares  he  cannot  acknowledge  the  pre- 
sent authority  the  king  is  now  invested 
witli,  and  the  exercise  thereof,  being  now 
clothed  with  a  supremacy  over  the  church. 
Being  asked  if  he  was  at  BothwcU-bridge, 
refuses  to  answer;  declares  James  Russel 
was  at  the  conventicle  lately  held  at  De- 
van;  that  about  twelve  months  ago,  he 
saw  Balfour  of  Kinloch  in  Holland;  that 
he  did  not  see  Henderson  lately.  Being 
interrogate,  if  the  king's  falling  from  the 
covenant  looses  him  from  his  obedience, 
and  if  the  king  thereby  loses  bis  authority, 
answers,  he  thiuks  he  is  obliged  to  perform 
all  the  duties  of  that  covenant,  conform  to 
the  word  of  God,  and  the  king  is  only  to 
be  obeyed  in  the  terms  of  the  covenant 
Being  interrogate,  if  he  thinks  the  excom- 
munication of  the  king  lawful,  refuses  to 
answer.  Being  interrogate,  bow  he  liked 
the  reasons  of  the  excommunication  when 
he  heard  them,  declares  he  thinks  the  rea- 
sons were  just  A  copy  of  Mr  Cargill*s 
sermon  being  read  to  him,  in  that  part  of 
it,  bearing  these  words  as  one  of  the  rea- 
sons, viz.  Because  the  king  is  still  work- 
ing for  the  commanding  of  armies,  to  de- 
stroy the  Lord's  people,  who  were  stand- 
ing to  their  own  defence,  for  their  priu- 
Icges  and  rights,  against  tyranny  and  op- 
pression, and  injuries  of  men;  for  the 
blood  that  he  hath  shed  in  fields;  and  scaf- 
folds, and  on  the  sea,  of  the  people  of  God, 
upon  the  account  of  religion.  He  owns  the 
same  as  a  just  reason  and  ground  of  excom- 
munication, and  thinks  the  excommunica^ 
tion,  and  the  ^rouw&s  xV^t^cA^wNii^^'ftaV.V^ 
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._.    Im  judged  by  this,  bnt  an  ecclesiasti- 
*  cal  court  As  to  the  bishop*!  murder. 


's  antboritjy  he  answers  as  MrBoiff.** 
And  Anther,  the  adTocate  addnoeth  his 
additional  oonfessioo,  July  19th,  **  where 
being  interrogate,  if  he  owns  the  Sanqoha^ 
declaration,  and  it  being  read,  he  owns  the 
same  in  all  its  articles,  except  that  he  does 
not  look  on  these  perMHis  as  the  formal 
representatiTes  of  the  presbyterian  chnrch, 
as  they  call  themselves.  And  as  to  that 
expression, '  The  king  shoald  haye  been 
denuded  many  years  ago,  does  not  like  the 
word  denuded,  but  says,  what  the  king  has 
done  justifies  the  people's  revolting  against 
him.  And  as  to  that  part  declaring  war, 
he  does  not  know  if  they  were  called,  or 
in  a  capacity  to  declare  war;  and  thinks 
that  they  thereby  intended  only  to  justify 
the  killing  of  any  of  the  king's  forces  in 
their  own  defence,  when  assaulted,  othei^ 
wise  it  might  have  been  esteemed  murder. 
As  to  these  words,  where  the  king  is  called 
an  usurper  and  a  tyrant,  declares  he  knows 
certainly  the  king  is  an  usurper,  and 
wishes  he  were  not  a  tyrant"  This  con- 
fession not  being  signed,  is  proven  by  the 
depositions  of  the  lord  Ilalton,  and  the 
council-clerks. 

William  Thomson,  servant  in  Frosk, 
comes  next,  and  against  him  is  adduced  bis 
own  confession,  when  examined  befoce  the 
committee  for  public  affairs.  Edinburgh 
July  12th,  « that  he  was  at  Bothwell;  that 
he  bath  not  taken  the  bond ;  that  he  assist- 
ed to  the  relief  of  two  prisoners  in  the 
town  of  Airth.  As  to  Bothwell  rising 
being  rebellion,  the  king's  authority,  and 
the  archbishop's  death,  he  refuses  to  answer. 
Being  asked  if  it  was  lawful  to  kill  the 
officers  of  the  army,  be  asked  at  the  com- 
mittee if  it  was  lawful  for  them  to  kill  the 
people  of  God,  adding,  that  if  they  pleased 
they  might  lay  the  one  to  the  other.  Being 
asked,  if  to  save  his  life,  he  will  say  God 
save  the  King,  answers,  he  will  not  buy  his 
life  at  so  dear  a  rate,  as  to  commit  any  sin." 

William  Cuthil  seaman,  hath  his  confes- 
sion likewise  brought  as  probation  against 
him,  **  that  he  was  taken  by  some  of  the 
earl  of  Mar's  men,  with  two  pistols  and  a 
dirk  Mboutbim;  being  interrogate,  if  it  be 
lAtifuJ  to  kill  the  king,  answers,  the  king 


has  broken  the  covenant,  and  presses  others 
to  do  so  by  his  forces,  and  therefore  he 
thinks  he  deserves  to  die,  and  denies  his  au- 
thority upon  that  account;  as  to  the  mur- 
der of  the  archbishop,  he  thinks  the  persons 
who  did  it,  had  the  gk>ry  of  God  before 
their  eyes,  and  refuseth  to  sign." 

Both  the  last  spoken  of  owned  their  con- 
fessions before  the  justiciary  and  inquest; 
and  the  assize  bring  in  Mr  Cargill  guilty  of 
treasonable  declining  the  king's  authori^, 
and  being  at  Bothwell,  and  the  other  four  at 
guilty  of  owning  the  treasonable  principles 
in  Sanquhar  declaration,  and  disowning  of 
the  king's  authority;  whereupon  the  judges 
pass  sentence,  that  they  be  hanged  to-xnor- 
row  the  27th  instant,  and  the  heads  of  Mr 
Cargill,  Mr  Boig,  and  Smith,  be  placed  on 
the  Nether-bow  port,  and  the  heads  of  the 
other  two  on  the  West-port ;  which  wsi 
pronounced  for  doom. 

It  is  but  very  little  account  I  can  give  of 
these  persons.  Their  speeches,  and  some 
other  of  their  papers  are  published  in  the 
Cloud  of  Witnesses.  Mr  Cargill  had  a  de- 
sign to  have  left  behind  him  a  large  paper,  giv- 
ing an  account  of  his  principles  and  practices, 
and  had  writ  some  part  of  it ;  but  they  were 
all  hastened  to  eternity,  sooner  than  any 
body  almost  was  expecting ;  and  the  night 
after  his  sentence,  Mr  Cargill  had  all  his 
papers  sei2ed,  and  pen  and  ink  denied  him. 
However,  some  way  or  other  he  got 
access  to  write,  and  sign  the  short  paper  I 
have  inserted  below.*     I  need  make  no  re- 


•  Thin  in  the  mnst  joyful  day  that  ewr  I  nw 
in  my  pilgrimage  on  earth  ;  my  joy  it  now  lie- 
gun,  which  I  see  will  never  be  interrupted. 
I  <(ee  both  my  interest  and  his  truth,  and  the 
sureneas  of  tka  one,  and  preciooanesa  of  the  other. 
It  is  near  thirty  years  since  he  made  it  sure, 
and  since  that  time  (though  there  has  fallen  out 
much  sin)  yet  1  was  nev^r  out  of  an  assurance 
of  mine  interest,  nor  long  out  of  sight  of  his 
presence  ;  he  has  dandled  me  and  kept  me  livelj, 
and  never  left  me  behind,  though  1  was  od-timfs 
turning  back.  O  !  he  has  showed  the  wonder- 
ful preciousaeas  of  hia  grace,  not  only  in  the 
first  receiving  thereof,  but  in  the  renewed  and 
multiplied  pardons.  I  have  been  a  man  of  great 
fins,  but  he  has  been  a  God  of  great  merciaa. 
And  now,  through  hia  mercies,  I  hare  a  con- 
science as  sound  and  quiet  as  if  1  had  never 
sinned.  It  Is  long  since  I  could  have  ventured 
on  eternity  through  God's  mercy  and  Christ's 
merit,  but  death  remained  somewhat  terrible, 
and  that  now  is  taken  away ;  and  now  death  is 
no  more  to  me,  but  to  oast  myself  into  my  hu«- 
i  \mnd*a  aniva,  «iM \»  \\«  ^q'vitv  '«\lli  him.     And 
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lectiooB  on  it,  the  reader  will  perceive  io  it, 
le  abstracts  much  from  public  matters,  and 
tresses  regeneration  and  the  exercise  of 
^liuess ;  and  when  he  comes  to  state  his 
lisowning^  the  king,  as  he  had  done  in  this 
examination,  so  now  he  puts  it  on  this 
lottom,  the  magistracy  I  have  rejected,  is 
hat  founded  on  the  supremacy,  and  that 
wcause  invested  with  Christ's  power. 
iHien  he  was  upon  the  scaffold,  he  di»- 
XNined  much  to  the  same  purpose,  with 
rhat  is  in  the  foresaid  paper.  He  was  fre- 
inently  interrupted  by  beating  of  the 
hroms.  He  declared  his  full  assurance  of 
aitb,  as  to  his  own  everlasting  happiness, 
lis  foan  of  a  stroke  coming  upon  Scothind, 
lis  cheerfulness  in  suffering,  and  says,  he  is 
l^ng  up  the  ladder  with  less  fear  and  per- 
4iriwtion,  than  ever  he  entered  the  pulpit 
x>  preach.    He  forgave  all  wrongs  done  to 

lieweTer  it  be  with  me  «t  the  laat,  though  I 
ibotikl  be  itniitened  by  God,  or  interrupted  by 
Qoen,  yrt  all  is  sure  and  shall  be  well.  I  have 
Titllowed  holiness,  I  hare  taught  truth,  and  1 
lw¥e  been  most  in  the  main  thinfs;  not  that  I 
thought  the  things  concerning  our  time  little, 
but  that  1  thought  none  could  do  any  thing  to 
potpoae  in  God  •  great  and  public  matters,  till 
kbey  were  right  in  their  conditions.  And,  O 
that  all  had  Uken  this  method,  for  then  there 
bad  been  fewer  ajNMtacies.  The  religion  of  the 
land,  and  zeal  for  the  land's  engagements  are 
Da«n«  to  nothing  but  a  supine,  loathsome,  and 
hateful  formality ;  and  there  cannot  be  seal, 
liveliness,  and  rlgbtnens  where  people  meet  with 
persecution,  and  want  heart-renovation.  My 
MNil  trembles  to  think  how  little  of  regeneration 
there  is  amongst  the  ministers  and  professors  of 
Seotland.  O!  the  ministers  of  Scotland,  how 
have  they  betrayed  Clirist's  interest,  and  be- 
guiled souls !  J  ney  have  not  entered  In  them- 
seives,  and  them  that  were  entering  in  they  hin- 
dered. They  have  sold  the  things  of  Christ  and 
liberties  of  his  church,  for  a  short  and  cursed 
^iileC  to  themselves,  which  now  is  near  an  end. 
And  they  are  more  one,  and  at  peace  with  God's 
enemies  after  they  have  done  all  their  mischiefs, 
nor  they  were  at  first  wlien  they  had  but  put 
iiand  to  them ;  and  I  much  fear,  that  though 
there  were  not  one  minister  on  all  the  earth,  he 
will  make  no  more  inw  of  them  ;  but  there  will 
bo  a  dreadful  judgment  upon  themselves,  and  a 
ieng  curse  upon  their  poMterity.  As  to  ourpro- 
ftsaors,  my  counsel  to  them  is,  that  they  would 
see  w«n  to  their  own  regeneration,  for  the  most 
part  of  them  has  that  yet  to  do;  and  yet  let 
never  one  think,  that  he  is  in  the  right  exercise 
of  tme  religion,  that  has  not  a  xeu  for  God's 

Eblie  glory.  There  is  a  small  remnant  in 
otland  that  my  soul  has  had  its  greatest  com- 
fbrt  on  earth  from.  I  wish  your  increase  In 
boUncst,  number,  love,  religion,  and  righteous- 
ness :  and  wait  you,  and  cease  to  contend  with 
these  men  that  are  gone  from  us,  for  there  is 
■otbing  that  shall  convince  them  bat  jud(gmrnt. 


him,  and  died  in  the  Lord  nith  a 


1661. 


great  deal  of  sweetness  and  oom- 
posure.  These  hints  were  taken  from  his 
mouth,  and  printed  shortly  after  hit  death ; 
but  the  confusion  of  the  soldiers  was  so 
great,  that  much  was  lost  In  short,  he 
was  a  person  of  very  deep  and  sharp  ex- 
erdse  in  his  youth,  and  had  a  T«ry  extn^ 
ordinary  outgate  from  it;  the  aoeovnt  of 
both  is  too  large  to  be  insert  hare.  After- 
wards he  lived  a  most  pious  and  religiotis 
life,  and  was  a  aealous  and  useful  ministsr, 
and  of  an  easy  sweet  natural  temper.  And 
I  am  of  opinion,  the  singular  steps  he  took 
towards  the  end  of  his  coin'se,  were  as  much 
to  be  attributed  unto  his  regard  to  the  sen- 
timents of  others,  for  whom  he  had  a  valae, 
as  to  his  own  inclinations.  After  Mr  Car- 
gill,  Mr  Walter  Smith  was  next  executed; 
he  stated  his  disowning  of  the  king's  au^ 


Satisfy  jronr  consciences,  and  go  forward;  for 
the  nearer  yoa  are  to  God,  and  the  farther  from 
all  others,  whether  stated  enemies,  or  lukewarm 
ministers  and  professors,  it  shall  be  the  better. 
My  preaching  hat  oecaaioned  peraeeatioo,  bat 
the  want  of  it  will  ^I  fvar)  occasioii  worse. 
However  1  have  preached  the  truths  of  God  tu 
others,  as  it  is  writtan,  *  I  believed,  and  ao  f 
:  preached,'  and  1  have  not  an  ill  eonscienoe  in 
;  preaching  troth,  whatever  haa  followed ;  and 
this  day  I  am  to  seal  with  my  bhnid  all  the 
truths  that  ever  I  preached ;  and  what  is  con- 
troverted of  that  which  I  have  been  professing, 
shall  ere  long  be  manifested  by  God's  judgmenu 
in  the  consciences  of  men.  1  had  a  aweat  calm- 
ness of  spirit,  and  great  submission  as  te  my 
taking,  the  providence  of  God  was  so  eminent 
in  it ;  and  I  oould  not  but  think  that  God  Judged 
It  ncceMary  for  his  glory  to  bring  me  to  aach  an 
end,  seeing  he  loosed  me  from  soieh  a  work.  My 
soul  would  be  exceedingly  troubled  snent  ths 
remnant,  were  it  not  that  I  think  the  time  will 
be  short.  Wherefore  hold  fast,  for  this  is  the 
way  that  is  now  persecuted.  As  to  thecanse  of 
my  sufVerf ng,  the  main  la,  not  acknowledging 
the  present  authority  as  it  is  established  in  the 
supremacy,  and  explanatory  act.  This  la  the 
magi»tracy  that  1  have  rejected,  that  was  invent- 
ed with  Chrisi's  power,  and  seeing  that  power 
taken  from  Christ,  which  is  hh  glory,  made  the 
essentia]  of  the  crown,  I  thought  this  was  as  if 
1  had  seen  ona  wearing  myhiuband'S  garments, 
after  he  had  killed  him.  And  seeing  It  Is  made 
the  essential  of  the  crown,  there  la  no  distinc- 
tion we  cau  make  that  can  free  ^  ooiiadlence 
of  the  acknowledger  from  being  a  partaker  of 
this  sacrilegious  robbing  of  God.  And  it  Is  but 
to  cheat  ovtr  conaciences,  to  acknowledge  the 
civil  power,  for  It  is  not  civil  power  only  that  is 
made  'of  the  essence  of  his  crown,  and  seeing 
they  are  so  express,  we  ought  Co  he  plain,  fur 
otherwise  it  is  to  deny  our  testimony,  and  con- 
sent to  his  iv4»bery. 
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1^1  tbority  upon  the  same  foot  ifi-ith  Mr 
'  Cargill  At  his  last  he  spoke  with- 
out that  heat,  and  these  heights,  which,  in 
some  cases,  he  had  discovered  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  his  life.  Upon  the  scaffold  he 
was  frequently  interrupted,  and  there  he 
repeated  much  of  the  paper  he  left  in  writ- 
ing. He  discUimed  the  unlawful  exercise 
and  tyranny  of  authority,  and  gave  very 
solid  and  pleasant  advices  to  the  spectators, 
as  to  their  practice,  and  making  their  call- 
ing and  election  sure ;  and  as  in  his  testi- 
mony, so  now  he  presses  them  to  beware 
of  a  spirit  of  bitterness,  peremptoriness, 
and  ignorant  zeal :  and  refers,  for  his  judg- 
ment in  many  things  he  would  not  now 
dip  into,  to  a  paper  drawn  up  by  him  some 
time  ago,  entitled.  Some  Steps  of  Defec- 
tion, &C.  and  cautious  against  division,  in 
adhering  to  some  points,  anent  which, 
he  himself,  it  seems,  once  had  protested. 
Mr  James  Boig  was  next  despatched.  I 
have  nothing  further  about  him,  than  what 
is  contained  in  a  letter  of  his  to  his  brother, 
the  day  before  his  death,  which,  though  it 
be  already  printed,  yet  having  matters  of 
fact  in  it  I  have  not  observed  elsewhere,  I 
have  annexed  it  below.*    Both  he  and  Mr 


•  3/r  Janus  Boig^s  teslimon^^  in  a  letter  July 
27th,  1681. 
Dear  brother, 

I  have  not  now  time  to  write  that  which  I 
would  ;  but,  to  satisfy  jour  desire,  and  the  desire 
of  others  who  are  concerned  in  the  cause  and  work 
of  God|  that  is  now  at  this  time  trampled  upon, 
1  have  given  out  my  indictment  to  a  friend  of 
yours,  and  now  1  shall  give  an  account  of  the 
enemy's  prosecution  thereof  against  us.  My 
indictment  did  run  up«in  three  heads.  1.  That 
I  had  disowned  the  king's  authority.  Sdly. 
That  1  said  the  rising  in  arms  at  Both  well-bridge 
was  lawful,  and  upon  the  defence  of  truth. 
Sdly.  That  I  owned  the  Sanquhar  declaration 
in  the  whole  heads  and  articles  thereof.  And 
having  again  owned  this  before  the  justiciary 
and  assizers,  I  held  my  peace  and  spake  no 
more,  because  I  saw  what  was  spoken  by  others 
was  not  r^arded  either  by  our  unjust  judges  or 
mocking  auditors ;  all  tnat  our  speaking  did 
was  the  expo«\ng  of  us  to  the  mockery  of  all 
present.  But  the  reasons  that  were  given  in 
thus  for  our  defence  in  the  first  head,  were, 
**  that  we  could  not  own  the  authority  as  now 
presently  established,  unless  we  should  also  own 
the  supremacy  which  the  king  hath  usurped 
over  the  church.**  By  our  doing  of  this  we 
should  rob  Christ  of  that  which  is  his  right,  and 
give  that  unto  a  man  which  is  due  to  no  mortal; 
the  reason  is,  because  the  supremacy  is  declared 
in  their  mctM  of  parliament,  to  be  essential  to  the 
croivn  ;  and  tltnt  which  is  e^eutial  \»  any  thing, 


Smith  died  under  much  comfort,  joy,  and  full 
assiumnce;  and  the  reader  will  remark  a 
considerable  difference  betwixt  the  papers 
they  left  behind  tb^m,  and  many  others 
unwarily  published  in  the  book  I  last  cited. 
I  have  little  to  add  as  to  the  two  country  peo- 
ple, who  suffered  with  them,  probably  not 
without  a  design  in  them  who  ordered  it 
so.  William  Thomson  was  taken  at  Alloa, 
when  coming  from  a  sermon  of  Mr  Car- 
gill's,  in  the  end  of  June  last;  what  they 
had  to  lay  to  the  charge  of  these  two  men 
we  have  seen.  Both  of  them  run  much 
higher  in  the  papers  they  left  behind  them, 
than  any  of  the  other  three ;  and  certainly, 
allowances  ought  to  be  made  for  the  differ- 
ent character,  and  capacity  of  the  persons. 
These  five  in  one  day,  and  the  day  before 
the  new  parliament  met,  were  but  a  melan- 
choly preface,  and  ought  to  have  been  a 
moving  spectacle  to  these  law-nuUtery. 
One  would  have  thought  they  might  have 
been  very  much  satiate  with  blood,  and  this 
day's  executions  might  have  scared  from 
any  more ;  but  that  was  not  the  design,  but 
rather  to  harden  them  in  making  sangui- 
nary laws,  and  imposing  new  and  contra- 
dictory oaths,  which  would  bring   mc  to 


is  the  same  with  the  thing  itself;  so  that  in 
owning  the  authority,  we  are  of  necessity  obliged 
to  justify  them  in  their  usurpation  also.  But 
there  is  another  argument  which  to  me  is  valid, 
though  I  spake  it  not  before  them,  and  it  does 
not  a  little  trouble  me  that  I  have  passed  it. 
The  advocate  in  his  discourse  to  the  assizers, 
among otherthings,  said,  "  thatwewereovertum- 
ing  these  acts  and  laws  which  they  (the  assizers) 
had  consented  to,  and  were  owning."  Now  I 
suppose,  their  consent  to  the  present  acts  and 
laws,  was  never  formally  required  of  them,  but 
that  which  is  taken  for  their  consent  is  their 
simple  silence,  when  these  acts  were  made  and 
published,  and  owning  these  parliaments  as 
their  representatives,  so  that  1  may  clearly 
argue  from  this,  that  even  in  their  own  sense, 
my  owning  of  the  present  authority  now  e«tab- 
lished  as  lawful,  and  the  present  magistrates  as 
my  magistrates,  is  a  giving  my  consent  to  the 
present  acta  and.  laws,  and  so  consequently  to 
the  robbing  Christ  of  that  which  is  his  right. 
As  to  the  second,  it  bein^  but  one  particular 
fact  deduced  from  that  principle  of  the  lawful- 
ness of  self-defence,  and  this  principle  being  a» 
positively  asserted  by  all  of  us,  I  look  upon  the 
principle  to  be  as  expressly  sealed  with  our 
blood,  as  that  particular  fact  of  rising  in  arms 
at  Bothwell-bndge  is.  As  to  the  thinl,  it  being 
a  deed  consequential  from  the  first,  1  look  upon 
them  both  tu  ntand  and  fall  together,  and  he  that 
owneU)  the  first,  must  of  necessity  own  the  last 
^  ai«o.     KnA  «A  V)  th«t  of  the  dcdarlDf  of  war,  1 
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the  next  flection;  but  I  have  yet  before 
me  some  more  ezecations,  near  akin  to 
these  I  have  been  describing,  after  the  par- 
liament is  up. 

In  the  beginning  of  October,  by  the  re- 
gisters, I  find  six  more  before  the  criminal 
comrt;  and  the  account  I  give  of  them, 
shall  be  from  these  and  some  original  papers 
before  me.  October  7th,  I  find  Robert 
Gamock,  hammerman  in  Stirling,  Patrick 
Foreman  in  the  parish  of  Alloa,  David 
Fairie,  James  Stuart,  Oeorge  Lapsley,  and 
Alexander  Kussel.  We  heard  of  Robert 
Gamock  before,  since  Bothwell-bridge ;  he 
has  continued  now  two  years  in  the  irons. 
The  case  of  James  Stuart  was  really  Up 
mentable,  and  a  fresh  instance  of  their 
barbarity.  He  was  a  young  man,  I  might 
almost  have  termed  him  a  boy,  of  good  and 
serious  inclinations,  who  had  never  been, 
as  far  as  I  cau  learn,  engaged  in  any  thing 
for  which  the  law  could  have  reached  him. 
He  came  in  from  the  west  country,  to  see  a 
relation  of  his  in  prison  at  Edinburgh ;  by 
what  means,  I  know  notj  the  other  got  out, 
and  he  was  found  in  the  room  whence  the 
other  escaped ;  whereupon  he  was  brought 
before  a  committee  of  council,  and  soon 
ensnared  by  their  questions.   When  ho  was 


silent  in  some  heads,  and  would  not 
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answer,  some  papers  before  me  bear, 
that  Sir  George  Mackenzie  threatened  to 
take  out  his  tongue  with  a  pair  of  pincers. 
Precisely  upon  his  answers  he  was  con- 
demned, and  in  a  few  days  after,  he  was- 
taken,  and  executed  with  the  rest  at  the 
Gallow-lee.  Robert  Gamock*s  original  in 
dictment  being  in  my  hands,  and  it  being  a 
little  out  of  the  road  of  the  indictments 
given  since  Bothwell,  and  that  of  the  rest 
condemned  with  him  being  much  of  the 
same  tenor,  though  I  know  not  if  they 
joined  in  Robert  Gamock's  papers  or  not» 
I  shall  here  insert  an  abbreviate  of  it  He 
is  indicted,  that  **  Whereas  the  deniers^  and 
decliners  of  the  king*s  authority,  are  to  be 
!  punished  by  forfeiture  of  life  and  fortune, 
by  act  129,  pari.  6,  Jam.  VI.,  and  act  2, 
sess.  2,  pari.  I,  Charl.  II.,  nevertheless  the 
pannel  did,  before  the  council,  upon  the 
first  of  October  instant,  decline  the  author- 
ity of  the  king  and  council,  and  called  the 
king  and  council  tyrants,  murderers,  per- 
jured, and  man-sworn,  declaring  that  it  was 
lawful  to  rise  iu  arms  against  them,  and 
kill  them,  and  gave  in  a  most  treasonable 
paper,  termed,  '  A  protestation  and  testi- 
mony against  parliamentars.'     Wherein  he 


did  always  look  upoo  it  to  be  one  and  the  aame, 
though  differently  expresaed,  with  that  con- 
tained  in  the  paper  foand  at  the  ferry,  and  that 
the  main  design  of  it  was  to  vindicate  us  before 
the  world,  in  our  repelling  unjust  violence,  and 
clearing  us  of  these  aspersions  that  were  cast 
upon  us,  Tiz.  the  holding  as  a  principle  the  laiv- 
fnlncss  of  private  assassinations  (which  we  dis- 
own) and  murdering  all  those  who  are  not  of 
the  same  judgment  with  us.  These  are  the 
tmths  which  we  are  to  seal  with  our  blood,  to- 
nuMTuw  iu  the  afternoon  at  the  cross  of  Edin- 
burgh. As  to  other  particular  actions,  we  de- 
clined to  answer  positively  to  them,  as  that  of 
the  bi«hop*s  death ;  we  told  them,  we  could  not 
be  judges  of  othei*  men's  actions.  As  to  the 
excommnulcation,  because  we  declined  them  as 
not  competent  judges  to  cognosce  upon  an 
ecclesiastic  matter,  they  did  not  proceed  upon  it. 
And  now,  dear  brother,  you  may  nee  our 
aoarrel  dearly  stated,  to  be  the  same  that  Mr 
James  Guthrie  laid  down  his  head  for ;  beside 
whose  mine  and  my  other  two  friends'  heads 
are  to  be  set.  There  were  many  other  things 
■aased  In  private  betwixt  me  and  Mr  William 
Fateraon,  sometime  my  regent,  now  council- 
clerk,  with  some  others  who  strongly  assaulted 
me  with  their  snares ;  but  now  1  hope  I  may 
aay,  that  my  soul  hath  escaped  like  a  bird  out  of 
the  snare  ot  the  fowler.  And  as  to  your  second 
desire  of  knowing  how  It  went  with  my  soul ; 


many  and  strong  have  been  the  assaults  of  Satan 
since  I  came  to  prison,  but  glory  to  God  who 
hath  not  been  wanting  to  me  in  giving  me  as- 
sistance, yea,  many  times  unsought,  and  he  is 
yet  continuing,  and,  I  hope,  shall  do  to  the  end, 
to  carry  me  above  the  fear  of  death,  so  that  1  am 
in  as  sweet  a  calm,  as  if  I  were  going  to  be  mar- 
ried to  one  deai'ly  beloved.  Alas,  my  cold  heart 
is  not  able  to  answer  his  burning  love!  But 
what  is  wanting  in  me,  is,  and  shall  be  made  up 
in  a  Saviour,  complete  and  well  furnished  in  all 
things,  appointed  of  the  Father  for  this  end,  to 
bring  his  straying  children  to  their  own  home, 
whereof  (1  think  i  may  adventure  to  say  it)  1 
am  one,  though  feckltvs.  Now  1  have  no  time 
to  enlarge,  else  1  would  give  you  a  mon  parti- 
cular account  of  God's  goodness  and  dealing 
with  me:  but  let  this  suffice,  that  1  am  once 
fairly  on  the  way,  and  within  the  view  of  Em- 
manuel's land,  and  in  hones  to  be  received  an 
inhabitant  there  within  the  space  of  26  hours 
at  most.  Farewell  all  earthly  comforts,  fare- 
well all  worldly  vanities,  farewell  all  carnal  de- 
sires, welcome  cross,  welcome  gallows,  welcome 
Christ,  welcome  heaven,  and  everlasting  happi- 
ness, &c.  1  have  no  more  spate  time.  Gracci 
uivrcy,  and  peace,  be  with  you.     Amen. 

James  Boig. 

From  Edinbargfa  tolbootli,? 
July  lilUi,  l«l.         S 
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terms  the  membenof  perKament  iddr 
^^^'  alen»  usarpen  of  the  Lord'e  inherit- 
ance, Mid  proteflte  ageinet  their  procedure  in 
their  heU-hatehed  acti ;  whioh  paper  ia  aigned 
by  his  hand,  whereby  he  is  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  treaaon.  That  further  he  gave  in  asigned 
deciaratum  to  the  oouncil,  wherein  the  said 
Robert  Gamock  disowns  the  king's  author- 
ity and  government,  and  protests  against 
the  council  as  tyrants.      Therefore,  &c. 
iu  common  form."      This  waa  now  the 
ordinary  way  of  their  indictment,  when, 
by  their  severity,  they  were    driven  to 
heights,  or  by  cunning  they  had  eUdte 
confessions,    their  own   papers  and  con- 
fessions wero  turned  into  an  indictment, 
without  any  matter  of  hcty  generally  speak- 
ing, to  lay  to  their  charge ;  and  they  were 
sentenced  merely  upon  the  wild  (pinions 
which  one  way  or  other  they  were  brought 
to  own  before  them.    There  was  no  diffi- 
culty of  probation  against  this  pannel ;  his 
own  declinature  and  protest  signed  by  him 
were  produced  before  the  assize,  and  lords 
of  the  justiciary,  before  whom  again  he  re- 
news his  dedinature  of  the  king  and  them, 
and  adheres  to  his  fonner  papers.    Patrick 
Foreman   is    indicted    for    disowning  the 
king.     The  probation  is  hie  declaration  be- 
fore the  council,  October  Ist,  where  he 
confesseth,  ''that  a  knife  waa  found  ou 
hira  with  this  inscription,  '  for  cutting  ty- 
rants' throats.*    Being  asked,  if  that  was 
to  kill  the  king,  answers,  if  the  king  be  a 
tyrant,  why  not  cut  his  throat,  and  if  the 
council  were  true  judges,  they  would  have 
that  posie  on  their  swords.    Being  asked 
by  his  royal  highness,  if  he  owned  the 
king's    authority?      He    answered    not. 
Being  asked  if  he  knew  that  was  treason, 
he  asked,  against  whom?    And  it  being 
answered,  against  his  sovereign  the  king. 
He  said,  he  disowned  the  king  for  his  king 
and  sovereign."      All  this  he  adheres  to 
before  the  justiciary,  and  repeats  his  dis- 
owning the  king.      David   Fairie  is  the 
same  way  dealt  with.     His  confession  be- 
fore the  council  bears,  '^  That  he  disclaimed 
the  king's  authority,  that  he  calls  him  a 
tyrant,  asserts  it  is  lawful  to  kill  murder- 
ers ;  says,  the  king  is  a  murderer,  because 
fie  hnth  mnrdered  the  people  of  God." 
JMmes  Stuart  Hud  Andrew  JRussel  plainly 


disown  authority.  Hugh  Stevenson,  derk- 
depute,  and  Sir  William  Paterson  depone, 
these  were  their  expressions,  and  they  all 
renew  their  declinature  of  the  lords  of  jus- 
ticiary, and  are  remitted  to  the  assise.  Be- 
fore the  assize  went  aside,  the  pannels  de- 
livered to  the  inquest  a  paper  containing  a 
protestation  and  warning  to  them,  if  they 
brought  in  an  unlawful  verdict  against 
them.  A  copy  of  it  is  before  me,  signed 
by  the  six  pannels ;  and  indeed  it  is  not  so 
much  out  of  the  road,  as  some  other  pro- 
tests given  by  some  of  them.  **  They  ad- 
viae  them  to  consider  what  they  are  doing, 
and  upon  what  grounds  they  pass  a  sen- 
tence upon  them ;  they  declare  they  are  ne 
rebels,  that  they  disown  no  authority  which 
is  according  to  the  word  of  God,  and  coven- 
ants which  the  land  is  bound  by.  They 
charge  them  to  consider  how  deep  a  guilt 
covenant  breaking  is,  and  put  them  in  mind 
they  are  to  answer  to  the  great  Judge  of  all, 
for  what  they  do  in  this  matter;  and  say, 
they  do  this  since  they  are  in  hazard  of 
their  lives,  only  because  they  cannot  in 
conscience  yield  to  the  iniquitous  laws  of 
men ;  and  acquaint  them,  it  is  a  dangerous 
thing  to  pass  a  sentence  on  men,  merely 
because  of  their  conscience  and  judgment; 
that  they  are  free  subjects,  never  taken  at 
any  action  contrary  to  the  present  laws ; 
and  add,  that  now  these  whom  they  once 
thought  would  rule  for  God,  have  turned 
their  authority  for  tyranny  and  inhumanity, 
and  make  out  both  in  destroying  the  lan-s 
of  God,  murdering  his  people  against  and 
without  law,  adding,  as  we  ourselves  can 
prove  and  witness,  when  brought  iu  before 
them.  After  two  years'  imprisonment,  one 
of  them  most  cruelly  and  tyrant  like,  rose 
from  the  place  of  justice,  and  drew  a 
sword,  and  M'ould  have  killed  one  of  us, 
but  providence  ordered  it  othem-ise,  how- 
ever, the  M'ound  that  was  received  is  yet 
to  be  shown;  the  like  action  was  never 
heard  or  read  of.  Some  time  since  they 
cruelly  murdered  David  Finlay  at  New- 
mills,  guilty  of  nothing  they  could  call  a 
crime,  living  peaceably  at  his  own  house, 
without  a  witness,  or  any  shadow  of  law ; 
when  brought  by  a  party  before  them,  he 
was  shot  immediately.  What  they  did  in 
'.  Mr    Nl\VAVkO\^«    *:«&^,   WlXftt  "Nivfc  \>Sft  v»\ja 
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granted  aader  Mie  poblio  fiUth,  to  fartak 
which  they  perjured  themeelTee,  ie  pablio- 
Ijr  known :  and  James  Learmont  they  Uke>- 
wiae  murdered,  after  he  had  been  three 
timet  freed  by  the  assize.  They  add,  that 
after  such  murders  which  deserve  death, 
they  cannot  see  how  they  durst  own  them 
n»  judges.  After  aU,  they  charge  them 
solemnly  to  notice  what  they  do,  and  assure 
them  their  blood  will  be  heavy  upon  them. 
They  put  them  in  mind  of  Mr  John  EUies, 
who  pleaded  against  Messrs  King  and  Kid, 
how  terrible  tiiis  was  at  his  death ;  and 
conclude  with  Jer.  xxvi.  15,  and  charge 
them  not  to  take  innocent  blood  on  their 
heads:  and  subscribe  all  at  Edinburgh, 
October  7th,  1681,  David  Fairie,  James 
Staart,  Alexander  Russel,  Patrick  Fore- 
man, Robert  Oamock,  George  Lapsley,*' 
Notwithstanding  of  this  paper,  the  inquest 
brought  them  in  guilty  of  the  crimes  li- 
belled, by  their  own  confession.  George 
Lapaley  is  delayed  until  November  7th, 
where  I  find  the  diet  is  desei  ted  against 
himi,  smplidter  as  to  treason.  The  occa- 
sion of  this  difference,  I  hear,  was,  that 
George  Lapsley,  when  interrogate  as  the 
rest  were,  disowned  authority,  and  other 
things  they  disowned,  with  this  qualifica^ 
tion,  "  according  to  the  word  of  God,  and 
our  sworn  covenants.**  He  got  out  of  pri- 
son afterward  when  it  was  broke :  but  the 
ether  five  are  sentenced  to  be  hanged  be- 
twixt Leith  and  Edinburgh,  upon  the  lOth 
iofftant.  Foreman's  hand  is  to  be  cut  off 
before  death,  and  the  heads  and  hands  of  the 
rest  are  ordered  to  be  cot  off  after  they  are 
hanged,  and  set  up  upon  the  Fleasaaee 
Port. 

The  sentence  was  executed  against  all  of 
them  at  the  Gallow-lee,  betwixt  Leith  and 
Edinburgh.  The  reason  of  this  change  of 
the  place,  was,  the  multitude  of  executions 
at  Uie  cross  and  grass-market,  drew  so 
many  spectators,  and  the  carriage  and  bat 
speeches  of  the  sufferers,  when  allowed  to 
have  them,  made  such  impressions,  that  it 
was  found  adviseable  to  take  the  sufferers 
out  of  the  town,  to  a  place  where  some  of 
the  most  notorious  criminals  used  to  be 
executed ;  and  I  am  told,  that  several  times 
they  carried  them  down  thither  early  in 
the  morning,  and  at  hours  when  they  ex- 


pected lis  w  would  oona  out  of  toiwii. 
I  have  nothing  further  upon  this  pro* 
cess,  unless  it  be  that  their  plain  opbraiding 
p<^>ery  as  idoiatiy,  and  the  duke  of  York  as  a 
papist  heightened  the  fury  of  the  manager* 
against  them.  And  after  the  acts,  we  shall 
in  the  next  section  find  the  parliament 
passed  making  it  treason  to  spesk  against 
the  succession  of  the  duke  of  York,  though 
a  piqiist  This  was  a  new  handle  against 
the  sufferers,  many  of  them  speaking  boldly 
against  him  as  a  papist,  and  the  anther  of 
all  their  sufferings. 

Thus  1  have  put  together  all  these  su^ 
ferers  unto  death  this  year.  The  heights 
some  of  them  ran  to,  are  pro^A  what 
lengths  the  oppression  of  such  a  period 
puts  less  knowing  people  upon,  and  will 
never  entirely  vindicate  the  severity  with 
whicn  they  urere  treated.  It  is  time  now 
to  take  a  view  of  the  new  laws  made  this 
year. 

SECT.  V. 

Of  the  laws  and  acts  modt  in  the  parlia" 
ment,  which  met  Juiy  28M  (his  year^  in  as 
far  as  they  relate  to  the  church. 

It  is  now  about  nine  years  since  we  had  a 
parliament  in  Scotland,  and  it  may  be,  con- 
sidering all  circumstances,  the  kingdom  ti'ae 
at  no  great  loss.  Other  ways  were  now 
fallen  upon  to  manage  affairs  than  by  these, 
which  were  none  of  the  king's  darHng' 
courts*  though  he  had  no  reason  to  be  much 
dis|Ueaeed  with  our  Scots  parliaments^ 
since  his  restoration;  only  the  country 
party  last  session  thwarted  a  little  with 
him,  or  rather  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  ;^ 
yet,  in  every  matter  which  tended  to  ad« 
vance  the  opprasskm  and  hardships  upon 
presbyterians,  they  had  been  abundantly 
obsequious  to  his  majesty  and  his  bishops. 
This  was  king  Charles's  hurt  pariisment, 
and  the  next  we  shall  find  summoned  by 
him,  who  is  commissioner  to  this,  James 
duke  of  Albany  and  York. 

There  was  no  great  need  of  a  new  par- 
liament from  the  untowardUness  of  the 
former  members,  but  after  so  long  an  intei^ 
val,  decency  required  a  new  election,  and 
so  a  procluAatlon,  ot  \\v«  ^XANITVaJwS&a!^ 
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June  8th,  indicting  a  parliameut  to  [  readily  contain  as  moch  of  the  mind  of  the 

be  held  at  Edinbui^h,  July  28th,  in  i  ministry  and  nuniona  about  the  king,  a«  his 

emitted.  Another  procUimation,  Kdinbiu^h,    own,  and  so  I  make  no  reflectiona  upon  it. 


July  19th,  is  before  me,  wherein  his  royal 
hi>;liiies8  liis  majesty's  high  commissioner, by 
the  lyon  king  at  arms,  warns  the  members  to 
convene  at  Holyrood-house  July  2>8th,  l>y 
nine  of  the  dock  in  the  forenoon,  the  lords 
furnished  with  their  gowns,  robes,  horses, 
and  foot-mantles,  the  commissioners  of  shires 
with  their  horses  and  foot-mantles,  to  attend 
his  royal  highness  on  horseback  in  his 
going  to  the  parliament  house,  and  in  his 
return,  and  ordering  all,  having  commis- 
sions from  shires  and  boroughs,  upon  the 
26th  instant,  to  deliver  them  in  to  the  re- 
gister in  the  parliament  house.  Great  parade 
was  made  at  the  riding  of  this  parliament. 
The  manner  and  order  of  it  vras  printed  by 
anthority,  which  was  kept,  and  every  thing 
very  splendid.  When  they  met,  the  king's 
letter  to  this  pariiament  was  read,  which  is 
inserted   below.*      Papers  of  this  nature 

*  King's  Idler  to  the  parliament^  read 
Jtiiif  ^Odlh,  16H1. 

CUAKLK«    U. 

My  lords  and  gentknnen, 


The  commissioner's  speech  came  next,  and 
is  annexed  below.*     Therein  he  expresses 


will  not  despite  or  ooonivs  at  the  unallest  ap- 
pearsncps  ot  these  wicked  and  seditiuus  principlr«, 
which  (how  plausibly  soever  they  may  be  dis- 
guised, under  the  old  iireteims  and  fitlladmii 
masks  of  liberty  and  religion,  which  are  ewr 
least  minded  by  the  most  clamorous  pretenders 
tn  them)  yet,  in  the  issu^  lead  to  such  monstinu* 
effects,  and  rebellious  extravagances,  as  ntat^ 
sarily  tend  to  the  diss4ilution  of  all  government 
and  order,  and  of  v^hinh  you  cannot  chcKise  but 
be  deeply  sensible.  This  being  once  efftctuallr 
dotip,  we  may  reasonably  hope,  that  our  goveni- 
ment  in  church  and  state,  as  by  law  presently 
ehtablished,  shall  receive  its  due  reverence  simI 
obedient^;  and  that  all  our  good  subjects  shall 
be  preserved  In  peace,  tranquillity,  and  happiness. 
For  promoting  these  great  ends  so  necessary  to 
the  securing  the  protestant  religion,  our  authori- 
ty and  government,  and  the  common  interest  nf 
our  people,  by  your  Joint  advice,  who  are  so 
mucn  concerned  ;  and  for  enacting  ef  such  Iaw«, 
as  experience  hath  discoverefl  to  1^  wanting  fcv 
distribution  of  justice  In  several  cases,  which 
have  emerged  since  our  last  parliament,  we  liave 
called  this.  And  as  an  eminent  expression  cf 
our  fiivonr  to  yoU;  liave  named  our  most  dear, 
and  most  entirely  beloved  brother,  James  dok« 
of  Albany  and  York,  &c.,  to  be  our  commU- 
sloner  therein,  whom  we  have  found  so  affection- 
ate to  you,  and  to  whom  you  have  testified  so 
Our  inclinHtlon  to  embrace  all  opportunitira  to  n)iich  duty  during  his  long  stay  amongst  you, 
express  our  constant  care  of,  and  affection  to  our  '  which  hath  enabled  him  so  well  to  understsDd 
ancient  kingdom,  hath  moved  us  to  call  you  to-  the  afTairs  and  interest  of  tiiat  our  ancient  king- 
gether  ut  this  time,  to  advist*  with  us,  what  may  \  dom.     And  since  his  interest  is  so  insepaiable 


truly  conduce  to  thv  security  and  Interest 
thereof;  and  as  we  have  ever  judged  oor  own, 
and  the  interestsof  our  subjects  tube  InseparHble, 
and  such  as  would  divide  them,  to  be,  in  their 
hearts,  enemies  to  both,  (experience  having  suf- 
ficiently evinced,  that  all  invasions  upon,  or  di- 


from  ours,  we  shall  not  doubt  of  your  ready  sod 
cheerful  concurrence  to  render  his  endeavours 
amongst  you  successful  for  securing  our  govern- 
ment, and  your  own  peace  and  hafipiness.  By 
doing  whereof,  you  will  answer  the  entire  con- 
fidence we  have  in  your  prudence  and  loyalty. 


minutiuns  of  the  right<i  and  prerogatives  of  our    'And  so  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell. 


crown,  prove  fatal  and  destnictive  to  the  security 
and  property  of  our  people,  which  can  only 
thereby  be  protected,)  so  are  they  then  best  ma- 
naged and  Hfcured,  when  provided  for  by 
unanimous  counsels  and  joint  resolutions.  And, 
as  it  is  one  of  our  greatest  satisfactions,  that  we 
have  been  always  careful  of  that  our  ancient 
kingdom,  with  a  tenderness  suitable  to  our  great 
interest  in  it ;  so  when  we  remember  the  firm 
and  dutiful  constancy  which  it  hath  always 
paid  to  the  royal  line  and  family,  and  that  now 


Given  at  our  court  at  Windsor-rastle,  the 
twelfth  day  of  July,  IGHl,  and  of  our  reign  the 
thirty-third  year. 

By  his  miue8iy*8  command, 

MuaaAY. 

*  Duke  of  Yarks  sfieech  to  the  jtarHametil* 

My  lords  and  gentlemen. 
As  I  have  had  the  honour  to  serve  his  maje^>ly 
it  is  your  interest,  as  well  as  duty,  to  adhere  in  other  capacities,  so  1  esteem  it  a  great  hoiuinr 
unto  it,  with  unshaken  loyalty,  as  much  as  ever,  I  and  happiness  that  he  hath  been  pleased  to  make 
we  cannot  doubt  of  your  ready  and  zealous  com'  |  choice  of  me  to  serve  him,  as  his  commissluner, 
pliance  at  this  time,  with  what  shall  l>e  pro)M>sed  '  In  this  his  ancient  kingdom;  since  It  shows  to 
«H  fit  fur  our  service,  which  can  never  be  divided  '  all  the  world  the  gitodness  he  hath  for  me,  s« 
from  the  happiness  of  our  people.  And  since  '  well  as  the  trust  and  confidence  he  hath  in  ine; 
some  (corrupted  with  the  rebellious  principles  of  and  puts  me,  not  only  in  a  cauacity  of  serxir^ 
the  last  age,  or  the  blind  zeal  of  this)  have  at  '  him,  as  becomes  a  dutiful  and  loyal  subject,  liu* 
first  raised  schisms  and  separation  in  the  church,  I  also  gives  me  the  opportunitj^  of  letting  you  all 
and  afterwards  frequent  rebellions  against  us,  see  the  real  concern  I  have  for  the  go<Nl  of  this 
we  cannot  but  expect,  from  your  prudent  con-  country,  and  my  readiness  to  ser>'e  it,  and  pro- 
^fiJiations.  effectual  and  adequate  remedies  for  ;  mote  its  true  interests.  I  do  not  doubt  but  that 
curing  the§e  violent  distempers  at  present,  and  v  this  will  be  a  happy  meeting,  and  end  to  the  satis- 
picYfnting  tbem  for  the  future;  and  that  y ou^^\ac\\onot\v\%w;i^rk\.^j,^\\^Ta\\^\% loyal  subjitts. 
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a  Tery.  great  ooncern  about  his  own  snc- 
cession  to  the  crown.  From  both  these 
papers  we  may  easily  gfather  the  tu-o  gpreat 
designs  in  view  this  meeting  of  parliament, 
to  bear  down  separation,  that  is  presbyte- 
rians  in  Scotland,  and  to  secure  the  duke's 
succession,  that  is,  popery  in  IMtain.  The 
first  is  pretty  plausibly  pressed  in  the  kipg's 
WUer;  and  the  second  is  plainly  insinuate 
in  the  duke's  speech;  though  one  would 
think  the  business  of  the  succession  would 
have  come  as  gracefully  from  his  majesty 
as  the  duke ;  but  papists  stick  at  nothing 
to  promote  their  own  designs. 


which  I  say  with  the  f^reater  con6denoe,  havingr 
now  been  ao  long  amoneat  you,  and  found  bo 
Ipraat  a  rendloeM  in  nil  of  you.  for  the  ndvAnclnp; 
of  bis  majesty's  service.  Vou  have  heard  in  h\n 
majesty's  gracious  letter,  the  reasons  of  his  cull- 
ing you  together  at  this  time,  and  what  he  doeth, 
and  may  expect  from  this  his  ancient  kin^j^dom, 
ut  whose  loyalty  and  affection  to  his  service, 
bo  dotb  in  no  manner  doubt.  He  hath  com- 
manded me  to  awuve  you,  that  he  will  invio- 
lably maintain  and  protect  the  protectant  re- 
llgloD,  as  now  established  bylaw  in  this  hix  king- 
dbm ;  and  that  be  will,  upon  the  same  account, 
protect  and  maintain  the  government  of  the 
cbarcb  by  archbishops  and  bishops,  and  will 
take  their  persons  and  all  other  their  concerns, 
into  bis  royal  care  and  protection ;  and  doth 
seriously  recommend  to  you  to  fall  upon  effec- 
tual courses  for  suppressing  those  seditious  and 
rebeUloos  conventicles,  from  whence  proceed  all 
disorder  and  confusion,  and  these  horrid  and 
ortraTagant  doctrines,  which  are  a  scandal  to 
diristianitv,  and  tend  to  the  subversion  of  all 
public  and  private  interests.  I  am  also  to 
declare  Ui  vou,  in  his  majesty's  name,  that  it  is, 
and  was  always  his  intention,  that  law  should 
have  its  due  course,  for  the  security  of  his  sub- 
jects* properties  and  rights;  and  that  he  will 
always  discountenance  all  courses  contrary  to, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  this  kingdom, 
none  being  so  much  concerned  for  their  due 
observance  as  himself.  And  now  he  doth  ex- 
pect, you  will  not  be  short  of  the  loyalty  of  your 
ancestors,  in  vigorously  asserting  and  clearing 
bis  royal  prerogative,  and  in  declaring  the  rights 
of  bis  crown  in  its  natural  and  legM  course  of 
descent;  that  you  will  take  rare  to  settle  and 
provide  each  seasonable  and  necessary  supplier, 
aa  the  support  and  interest  of  his  government 
eall  for  and  require.  And  now  I  hope,  that,  as 
the  eoondl  bath  already  begun  to  do  their  parts, 
topromote  the  trade  of  this  kihgdom,  that  you 
wfil  also  do  yours,  that  it  may  flourish. 
'  My  lords  and  gentlemen,  as  to  the  inclination 
I  bad  to  serve  and  promote  the  interest  of  this 
kingdom,  hath  been  the  chief  inducement  to  his 
vajesty  to  give  me  this  opportunity  to  convince 
yoo  of  it ;  so  you  may  be  sure,  I  shall  do  what 
Meomea  me  to  satisfy  you  of  the  truth  of  it; 
and  I  hope  you  will  liuve  that  consideration  and 
kindnaaa  for  me,  as  to  enable  me  to  perform  bis 
serviep. 


The   first  thing  that  parliament  .^j 
fell  upon  was  the  making  a  return 
to  the  king's  letter,  and  opon  the  first  of 
August  an  answer  i\'as  read  and  approren, 
which  I  have  inserted  below.*    Every  one 


•  Parliament's  letter  to  the  king^  Augu^  Isf, 

1(>81. 

May  it  please  your  sacred  migesty. 

The  manitold  sad  experiences  ot  the  fatal  mis- 
chieft  and  calamities  which  attend  rebellions, 
must  needs,  in  due  proportion,  dispose  all  your 
majesty's  subjects  to  higher  measures  of  loyalty, 
more  particuiarlv  us  in  this  your  ancient  king- 
dom, being  sensible,  as  we  have  a  more  special 
interest  in  your  minesty's  sacred  person  and 
family,  so  must  we  inevitably  share  the  more 
deeply  in  all  the  inconveniences  which  may  dis- 
turb or  subvert  your  royal  governmenL  And 
therefore,  ax,  by  our  allegiance,  we  own  it  to  be 
our  duty  to  be  obedient  and  loyal  to  your  majes- 
ty, and  your  lawful  heirs  and  .successors,  so 
your  majesty's  extraordinary  kindness  to  such 
as  have  continued  in  ■  their  duty^  and  your 
wonderful  clemency  by  your  repeated  iu" 
demnities  to  such  as  have  fallen  from  it, 
cannot  but  kindle  in  us  strong  and  ardent 
desires  to  serve  your  majesty,  with  all  the 
courage  and  alacrity  of  which  wo  are  capable, 
and  to  let  your  other  kingdoms,  and  all  the 
world  see,  that  we  esteem  our  lives  and 
fortune  to  be  best  employed  in  maintaining  of 
the  just  rights  and  prerogatives  of  your  majes- 
ty's crown  and  monarch v,  the  native  succession 
whereof  cannot  be  invaded,  without  utter  sub- 
version of  the  fundamental  laws  of  this  your 
majesty's  ancient  kingdom.  And  this  our 
loyalty  we  esteem  our  alone  security,  to  avoid 
these  confusions  and  slavery,  which  distracted 
and  ruined  us  in  the  last  age,  and  seemeth  to 
threaten  us  so  apparently  in  this. 

Sir,  though  some  rebellious  and  deluded 
people  have  disturbed  your  majesty's  govern- 
ment there,  yet  their  principles  are  so  extrava- 
gant, and  so  few  persons  of  any  note  or  quality 
are  engaged  with  them,  that  we  mav  justly  hope 
their  crimes  cannot  be  imputed  to  this  kingdom, 
whose  representatives,  in  this  your  majesty's 
parliament,  will  no  less  for  their  vindication  as 
to  what  is  past,  than  for  their  own  security  for 
the  time  coming,  cheerfully  provide  suitable 
and  sufficient  remedies;  all  of  us  belog  very 
sensible,  that  these  distractions  and  diaordem 
would,  in  the  issue,  tend  to  the  dissolution,  not 
only  of  your  mnjesty's  government  in  the 
church  and  state,  as  the  same  is  by  law  estab- 
lished, but  even  of  all  human  society. 

It  is  a  grMt  satisfaction  to  us,  to  find  your 
majesty  so  concerned  for  the  protestant  religion, 
not  only  in  your  gracious  letter  to  us,  but  in 
the  whole  conduct  of  your  royal  government. 
And  we  shall,  with  all  christian  care  and  duty, 
endeavour  to  confirm  it,  so  as  it  may  become  a 
solid  and  pious  support  to  your  royal  family  and 
monarrbr,  and  a  sura  .fence,  in  this  disturbed 
and  divided  church,  against  all  usurpations  and 
disorders  of  popery  and  fanaticism,  that,  for  the 
future,  the  pretence  of  its  insecurity  may  not  be 
made  (as  formerly)  an  enf;lne  Cwt  caxt'j'wM^  w\ 
disloyal  designa. and  ^raiQ^vcvs. 

We  offer  our  mwsx  \i wt\\>\«  und  \«w\i  ^ws^i» 
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who  icnowB  tlM  metkod  of  peDoing 
1I16M  public  letten  of  oompliment. 
will  tmulj  perceive,  that  in  eommoii  course 
a  return  of  this  nature  would  follow  such  a 
letter  at  such  a  juncture,  from  so  loyal  a  par- 
liament, under  the  management  of  a  popish 
commissioner;  therefore  very  little  needs 
be  said  upon  it  Oenerally  speaking,  it  is 
just  a  repetition  of  the  king's  letter,  with 
turning  the  compliment  upon  him  and  his 
brother,  which  is  the  plain  Scots  of  the 
royal  fiunily.  Indeed  I  cannot  but  wonder 
a  little  at  their  modesty,  when  they  pretend 
to  giro  his  majesty's  other  kingdoms  a 
pattern  to  maintain  the  native  succession, 
which,  they  add,  cannot  be  invaded  without 
subverting   the    fundamental  laws.     The 


to  your  most  saerwl  mi^wty»  for  calling  ds 
tsfethsr  at  this  tine,  Co  eontolt  jointly  tbe  io- 
IsrMts  of  your  majooty's  govoruanent,  and  of 
your  aubjeets  in  tbia  your  ancient  kingdom, 
which  wa  truat  ahaU  nev«T  be  divided;  and 
therefore,  as  tbe  prerogatives  and  just  righto  of 
tbe  monarchy,  are  abaolutoly  Dooeesary  lor  the 
dafenoe  of  our  propertisa  and  liberties,  so,  in 
porauanoe  of  our  own  interest,  and  ibr  further 
clearing  of  our  duty  and  ailegianoc,  by  positiTe 
lawa,  we  aball  not  fail  to  declare  our  bumble 
and  hearty  aekoowledgmeota  of  the  just  righto 
and  prerogatives  of  your  imperial  crown,  in  ito 
just,  native,  and  lineal  coarsr  of  descent ;  and  to 
secure  the  just  righto  and  liberties  of  your  sub- 
jects,  so  as  may  fully  demonstrate  our  unalter- 
able resolutions,  never  to  depart  from  our  duty 
to  your  royal  family,  and  your  lawful  heirs  and 
successors,  to  whom  we  are  tied  by  so  many  sa* 
cred  obligations. 

We  do  idao  with  all  humble  gratitode,  acknow- 
ledge Uie  grace  and  honour  «kNie  to  this  king- 
dom, in  naming  your  royal  brother  to  be  your 
majesty's  high  oommiasiooer  in  this  preeent 
parliament.  And  indeed  the  beholding  a  son 
of  our  ancient  mimarchs,  under  whom  we  and 
our  ancestors  have  been  so  long  and  ao  happily 
governed  in  this  character,  doth  vigorously 
awaken  In  us  the  remembrance  of  our  native 
kindness  and  obligations,  as  his  juat  temper  and 
steady  equality  in  all  our  concerns,  cannot  but 
extinguish  in  us  all  fears  and  jealousies  of  seve- 
rity or  partialitv,  bis  interest  being  inseparable 
from  your  majesty's;  and  he  being  well  ac- 
quainted with  all  our  ooocems,  and  so  affection, 
ato  to,  and  careful  of  them,  your  mi^jesty  may 
justly  expect  from  a  parliament,  under  the  oon- 
duct  of  such  a  commissioner,  all  that  cao  be 
judged  oeoessary  for  the  honour  and  support  of 
year  royal  government  and  authority,  and  for 
aeeuring  the  just  righto  and  liberties  of  your 
aubioets,  and  that  with  all  the  loyalty,  readiness, 
■Dd  aiaoerity  which  can  be  expressed  by  ua. 

Signed  in  name  and  by  order  of  tbe  parlia- 
ment, by 

Your  mi^esty's  most  humble,  most  faithful, 
Mitti  most  obedient  subject  and  servant, 

ilTHOLi  I.  P.  D.   Par. 


reader,  I  apprehend,  will  be  at  a  loss  to 
know  where  these  are  which  oblige  pro- 
testants  to  brii^  upon  themselves  and  pos- 
terity the  yoke  of  popery,  and  a  popish 
successor.    They  plainly  add,  they  rather 
venture  upon  this  than  upon  presbytery, 
which,  they  allege,  brought  oonfnsioii  and 
slavery  in  tbe  last  age ;  whereas  order  and 
liberty  were  never  so  much  known  in  Scot> 
land,  as  when  presbytery  was  in  its  height 
and  vigour.     Next,  they  make  a  compli- 
ment to  the  king  upon  his  concern  in  the 
protestant  religion;   where  I  cannot  help 
thinking  they  came  near  a  self-contradicdon 
to  their  declaration  which  follows,  of  their 
intention  to  support  the  royal  family,  thai 
is,  the  duke  of  York,  a  virulent  papist,  in 
his  daim  to  the  succession.     Tlien  they 
take  on  an  engagement,  to  declare  their 
acknowledgment  of  the  prerogatives  of  the 
crown  in  its  lineal  descent ;  which  they  did 
with  a  witness  in  their  succeeding  acts,  as 
shall  be  observed.     Meanwhile  they  pro- 
mise never  to  depart  from  the  royal  family, 
and  their  commissioner  the  lawAil  succes- 
sor, and  conclude  with    compliments  to 
him. 

From  such  beginnings  we  may  easily 
guess  what  will  be  the  tenor  of  the  acts  of 
this  third  parliament,  and  I  need  not  insist 
long  upon  them.  Their  first  act  ratifies  ail 
former  laws  for  the  security  of  the  protec- 
tant religion.  It  is  but  short,  and  I  hare 
added  it  below.*  This  act  came  in  common 
course,  and  agreeably  to  the  ordinary  form 
of  the  king's  instructions.  Most  parlia- 
ments, since  the  reformation,  have  begun 
with  what  they  thought  had  a  reference  to 


•  Act  ratifying  all  former  acU  antnt  religitM, 
AugiiM  \3th,  16B1. 

At  Edinburgh,  the  thirteenth  day  of  August, 
one  thousand  sue  hundred  and  eighty  one. 

^  The  which  day  our  sovereign  lord,  with  sd- 
vioe  and  conaent  of  the  estotcs  of  parliameat, 
ratifies  and  approves  all  and  whatsoever  Iswa, 
acts,  and  statutes,  made  by  bis  royal  grandfatber 
and  father  of  blessed  memcny,  or  made  and  psM* 
ed  in  any  of  his  majesty's  former  parliaments, 
for  settling  and  securing  the  liberty  and  freedom 
of  the  true  kirk  of  God,  and  the  protaatafit  reli- 
gion presently  professed  within  this  realm,  aa4 
all  acto  made  against  popery ;  and  ordains  the 
same  to  stand  in  full  force  and  effect,  and  to  br 
put  to  execution,  aroording  to  the  tenor  au4 
purport  of  these  acts,  as  if  they  were  apeciaily 
manUoiMd  and  «tt  down  herein. 
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the  securing  religion.  The  lords  of  articles 
lued  to  enter  their  work  by  appointing  a 
(wmmittee  for  religion,  out  of  their  number, 
which  they  did  at  this  time.  Of  this  com- 
mittee that  excellent  person,  Archibald  earl 
of  Argjle,  of  whom  more  this  year,  was  a 
raembo',  and  a  very  worthy  member,  seeing 
he  really  had  the  protestant  religion  at  his 
heart.  I  am  told  this  committee  £d  pre- 
pare an  act  securing  the  protestant  religion, 
the  draught  of  which  I  have  not  seen ;  but 
1  am  informed  it  ratified  act  par. 

James  y I.  approving  the  confession  of  fiuth» 
and  act  par.  James  VI.  containing 
our  coronation  oath  to  be  taken  by  all  our 
kings  at  their  coronation,  and  regents  be- 
fore their  entry  to  and  exercise  of  their 
gOTemment  It  was  indeed  less  hard  upon 
the  successor  as  to  his  own  profession,  but 
erery  way  as  peremptory,  if  not  more,  than 
these  acts,  as  to  the  public  exercise  of  the 
reformed  religion,  and  oontained  a  test  to 
exclude  papists  out  of  places  of  trust;  and 
because  the  penalties  to  be  incurred,  by 
their  acting  in  such  places  without  taking 
this  test,  would  be  precarious  in  the  event 
of  the  sovereign's  being  a  papist,  nnthout 
their  being  exacted,  therefore  they  were 
not  to  come  to  the  treasury,  but  the  one 
half  to  the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to 
pious  uses,  and  a  plain  way  was  laid  down 
for  their  being  exacted.  But  when  this 
project  took  air,  the  commissioner  stormed 
extremely,  and  the  committee  for  religion 
aiter  this  was  discharged  to  meet  Some- 
what of  this  nature  was  aimed  at  in  the  act 
for  the  test ;  but  it  was,  as  we  shall  hear, 
so  managed,  as  its  edge  turned  only  upon 
protestants.  Instead  of  such  an  act  as  Ar- 
gyie  had  in  his  eye,  the  lords  of  articles 
agreed  upon  this  short  and  general  draught, 
and  brought  it  into  the  parliament  with- 
out the  clause,  **  and  all  acts  against  po- 
pery," so  tender  were  they  of  the  duke. 
But  when  it  came  to  be  read  in  the 
bouse,  that  noble  earl  moved  the  addition 
of  the  above-named  clause.  The  motion 
was  opposed  as  unnecessary,  by  not  only 
the  king's  advocate,  but  also  some  of  the 
bishops,  and  seconded  by  Sir  Geoige  Lock- 
hart  and  Sir  James  Dalrymple,  president  of 
the  session,  and  was  yielded  to  without  a 
rote.      Thin   motion,  with  some  appear- 


ances the  earl  made  about  the  act 
anent  the  test,  drew  the  commission-  *^'' 
er^s  indignation  upon  him,  so  that  notliiug 
but  his  blood  would  satisfy  him,  though, 
before  this  appearance  for  the  pititestant 
interest,  Argyie  was  as  much  in  lavoui 
with  him  as  any  protestant  in  the  kingdom. 
After  all,  there  was  no  great  hazard  to  the 
commissioner's  religion,  from  this  act  and 
clause;  it  was  but  a  fidr  general,  and  we 
shall  find  much  the  same  surety  granted  at 
an  after  parliament,  by  the  courtiers,  when 
they  were  about  to  rescind  the  penal  sta- 
tutes. Indeed  little  real  security  can  be 
expected  to  the  reformation  from  a  popish 
commissioner  and  claimant  to  the  crown ; 
and  in  my  opinion,  though  a  security  had 
been  intended  in  the  act,  yea,  given  in 
much  stronger  terms,  it  was  quite  taken 
away  by  the  following  act,  M'hich  was  a 
stroke  at  the  root  of  the  reformation,  and 
an  opening  of  the  door  to  bring  in  one  who 
by  his  religion  is  bound  to  rescind  this  act, 
and  all  it  refers  to,  as  soon  as  he  could  have 
an  opportunity. 

Their  second  act  then  is,  **  asserting  the 
right  of  succession  to  the  imperial  crown  of 
Scotland,"  which  it  is  very  proper  I  in- 
sert*    This  act  is   of  so  high  flying  a 


*  Act  ackiunptedging  artd  aiscrtittg  the  rigiti  of 
succession  to  die  imjterial  crown  of  Scotland' 
jiugust  ISth,  lObl. 

The  mtatet  of  parlinment,  oomideriiif  that 
the  kiDfs  of  this  realoit  derivinf  their  royal 
powrr  from  God  Almighty  alone,  do  sciGceed 
lineally  tberrtoi,  aeoordlnif  to  the  kuown  de- 

Een  of  pcuKiinity  in  bkiod,  which  caooot  be 
terrupted,  suspended,  or  diverted  by  any  act 
or  statute  whatsoever,  and  that  none  can  at- 
tempt to  alter  or  divert  the  said  sureession,  with- 
out involving  the  sul^ects  of  this  kingdom  In 
peijury  and  rebellion,  and  without  exposing 
them  to  all  the  fatal  aod  dreadful  consequences 
of  a  civil  war,  do  therefore,  from  a  hearty  and 
siDcere  ssase  of  their  duty,  recognise,  acknow- 
ledge, and  declare,  that  the  right  to  the  imperial 
crown  of  this  realm,  is,  by  the  inherent  right, 
and  the  nature  of  the  monarchy,  as  well  as  by 
the  fundamental  and  nnaltorable  laws  of  tb(s 
realm,  transmitted  and  devolved  by  a  lineal  suc- 
oeeslon,  according  to  the  praidmity  of  blood; 
and  that  upon  the  death  of  the  king  or  queen, 
who  actually  reigns,  th«  snlgects  of  this  king- 
dom are  bound  by  law,  duty,  and  allegiance,  to 
obev  the  next  fanmediate  and  hiwful  heir,  either 
male  or  female^  upon  whom  the  right  and  ad- 
ministration of  the  govoniment  Is  immediately 
devolved;  and  that  no  diflbnenoe  in  religion, 
nor  no  law  nor  act  of  parilaaMnt  ma4ei  or  tA  \m^ 
made,  can  a\t«r  or  d\N«t\,  iVk^i\fyi\  %\  wak^wMMinrs^ 
and  \\nc4i  descent  of  vVi«  cc^wu  No  >^^<t  \vcaxv:«A. 
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straiu.  llmt  I  could  xvihh  to  see  ro- 1  mity  in  blood.    There  w  but  one  iust^ut-e 

I RA I 

marks  upon  it  by  liouie  lawyer  and  of  a  succession  of  rulers  denying  their 
good  hand.  To  me  it  appears  to  run  cross  >  power  from  God  alone,  the  judges  under 
to  all  our  law  and  practick  since  we  had  .  Israers  theociBcy ;  and  sure  no  lineal  suc- 
aiiy  parliaments.  Every  sentence  of  it  '  cession  can  be  pretended  there :  for  my 
breathes  the  language  of  slavery,  and  so  is  ,  share,  were  I  of  the  principles  advanced 
4>.\aclly  adapted  to  introduce  popery,  by  |  here,  I  would  be  ready  to  think  this  deri- 
bi  ingiug  a  popish  successor  to  the  throne,  vation  of  power  from  God  alone,  natively 
The  kings  of  Scotland  are  said  to  derive  requires  a  divine  designation,  reaching  to 
their  power  from  God  Almighty  alone ;  a  ,  each  who  enjoys  it,  and  so  bears  heavy 
phrase  unknown  in  Scotland  till  the  resto-  .  upon  the  lineal  succession,  which  appears 
ration,  and  contrary  to  the  constant  prac-  ^  to  me  to  stand  better  upon  the  foot  of  the 
tice  of  parliaments,  and  the  primores  reffni,  \  people's  choice,  if  they  shall  be  snch  fools 
M'ho  frequently  unmade  kings  when  they  as  to  tie  themselves  down  to  it,  though  it 
had  declared  themselves  unfit  for  govern-  should  be  a  lineal  succession  of  fook  and 
ment,  and  tyrants,  and  consequently  claim-  j  madmen,  or  papists,  which  takes  in  both, 
ed  the  power  of  making  them,  as  well  as  :  Next,  it  is  added,  that  this  lineal  succession 
the  breaking  of,  and  diverting  from  the  cannot  be  interrupted,  suspended,  or  divert- 
lineal  succession.  This  is  now  so  fully  set  ed  by  any  act  or  statute  whatsoraever. 
in  its  light,  from  our  records,  ancient  mo-  This  is  clever  work,  and  an  everlasting  act 
nnmenis,  and  papers,  that  it  is  undeniable.  |  to  secure  the  Jacobite  interest  against  all 
Tlie  learned  and  industrious  antiquary,  Mr  ,  revolutions :    but   one,    meanwhile,   mn»t 


James  Anderson,  hath  published  two  un- 
answerable evidences  of  this  in  his  valuable 
t'ssay  upon  our  independency,  App.  No.  24. 


think  this  might  have  saved  the  parlia- 
ment's pains  in  making  this  act,  who,  if 
they  could  not  suspend  by  the  same  rule. 


and  25.  the  declaration  of  the  estates  of  |  could  not  confirm  such  a  wonderful  sucees- 
Sc^otland,  concerning  the  settlement  of  the  sion.  And  greater  stretches  were  made  in 
<j-own,  and  the  act  of  parliament  for  the  !  exphiining  laii-s  during  this  period,  than  if 
security  of  the  kingdom,  in  tlie  days  of  1 1  should  say  this  clause  was  high  treason 
king    Robert  Bruce.      I    hope,  from  his  '■  in  the  sense  of  our  Scots  law,  and  a  derli- 


ciirions  and  diligent  researches  into  our 
history  wo  shall  yet  have  further  proofs 
of  that  noble  spirit  of  liberty  which  pre- 
vailed in  Scotland  both  before  and  since 
our  reformation  from  popery.     The  c<in- 


ration  flatly  contrary  to  the  power  and 
privileges  of  parliament,  and  consequently 
these  gentlemen  were  felos  de  xe.  They 
further  declare  all  attempts  to  alter  the 
lineal  succession,  do  involve  perjury  and 


nexion    betwixt  this  assertion   and    wliat    rebellion,  and  expose  to  a  civil  war.     Hon 
follows,  is    as    unnatural    as  the  position  j  deviations  from   the  lineal  succesijion  in- 


was  false   in   fact.     Kings   deriving  thoir 
])ower  thus,  do  succeed  lineally  thereuntil, 


volve  perjury,   I   comprehend   not,   never 
•  ha\'ing  heard  of  any  oath  whereby  sul>ject« 


aciording  to  the  known  degrees  of  proxi-  ,  nere  knit  down  to  the  lineal  succession : 

surely  the  gentlemen  who  made  this  singu- 


ajxl  lawTul  lieiPH,  arcording  to  the  degrees  fore- 
Maid,  nor  ran  atop  or  hinder  them  in  the  fall, 
free,  mid  actual  n<iiniia«Cnition  of  the  fovei'n- 
ui«nt,  arcunlinj;  to  the  lawn  of  the  kiufdom. 
Likc-As*  <iiH'  soviTitign   lord,   with    advice  and 


lar  act,  cannot  have  any  eye  to  the  national, 
or  solemn  league  and  covenants.  Rebellion 
this  might  be  np^nst  the  duke  of  York, 
who,  1  fancy,  took  all  the  laws  and  actings 


contfeiit  of  thtr  naid  estaUw  of  parliament,  dof>i  \  in   Scotland,  since   his   great-grandmother 
declnre  It  U  high  treason  in  any  of  the  aulj^t,  ;  ^^^  ^^^  ^;^^^  f^^  ^^^j  ^^y^^^  crimen 


of  thU  kingdom,  by  writing,  spvaking,  or  any  ,         c.      i         r      vi 

other  manner  of  way  to  endeavour  the  nltrva-  !  ^^"d  conhned  to  Lochleven  castle,  to  be 
lion.  8a8p«fnsi:>n,  or  diversion  of  the  said  right  'tract   of  rebellion;    but   it   M'as   no  ways 
of  8UC4'.ewinn,  or  the  df barring  the  next  lawful  •   _*  ^u     i  r  i.u     i      j       ti  •    al    i 


sucreivor  from  ihv.  iinnie<liate,  actiuil,  full,  and 

fr«*«>  ndminhtratlon  of  th«  government,  conform 

to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  that  all  such 

Mttempts  or  deaigua  ahalJ  infer  against  them  the 


against  the  laws  of  the  land.  This  the  best 
in  the  three  kiugdoms  perceived,  whtMi 
their  eyes  came  to  be  opened,  by  the  actings 


pmJii  of  tnabon,  ,  o(  Ti  \\nea\  w\<\  y<>V^*^^  V'^ince,  a  few  veare 
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after  this ;  ind  had  I  at  that  time  been  in 
case  to  make  any  jadgmcnt  of  tbings,  I 
would  Dot  have  been  so  apprehensive  of 
the  numbers  of  papists  in  Britain,  as  to  ' 
}iave  dreaded  a  civil  war.    When  the  lineal 
popish  successor  was  set  aside,  we  had  no 
great  proofs  of  the  courage  of  the  papists,  . 
with  the  hereditary  right  and  lineal  succes- 
kioa  gentlemen.     After  this  narrative  they 
declare,  **  That  by  inherent  right  and  na- 
ture of  the  monarchy,  and  fundamental  and 
unalterable  laws  of  this  realm,  the  succes- 
hion  is  lineal.'*     Some  things  here  need  a 
i'4»mmentary  before  I  can  understand  them ; 
and  all  I  remark,  is,  that  if  they  had  knowu 
those  laws  they  mention,  it  is  very  probable 
they  would  have  strengthened  tlteir  act  by 
citing  them.     They  next  declare,  **  That 
no  difference  in  religion,  no  act  of  parlia- 
ment made  or  to  be  made,  can  divert  the 
lineal  succession  ;*'  which  is  much  the  same 
as  they  had  said,  the  kingdom  never  could, 
and  never  would  be  able  to  secure  them- 
selves from  popery.     All  this  is  our  h>cots 
protestant  parliament,  with  prelates  in  it 
to  look  after  the  security  of  religion,  their 
declaration.     At  length  they  take  in  the 
king  with  them,  and  make  it  high  treason  | 
in  any  subject,  by  sjieaking,  writing,  or  any 
other  way  to  endeavour  to  alter  the  lineal 
succession ;  tliat  whoever  did  any  thing  to  : 
prevent  a  papist*s  coming  to   the  crown,- 
was  guilty  of  treason.     AfVer  this  we  need  ! 
not  wonder  to  find  multitudes  condemned 
by  thia  iniquity  ct>tabliMhed  by  a  law. 

Having  thus  settled  their  lincul  successor, 
they  Gome,  by  their  third  act,  to  offer  a 
new  supply  to  the  king.     Therein  1  only 
renuirk,  that  they  resume  and  give  their 
parliamentary  sanction  to  the  narrative  of 
the  act  made  by  the  convention  of  estates, 
1078,  imposing  the  coss,  viz.  **  Because  of 
the  danger  the  kingdom  was  in,  by  sedi- 
tious and  rebellious  field  conventicles,  and 
to  support  the  army  in  bearing  them  down.** 
The  parliament  now  considering:,  that  the 
danger  from  the  foresaid  causes  doth  much 
increase,  do  renew  their  offer.    Then  they 
lay  down  tlie  method  and  manner  of  raising ; 
the  money,  much  the  same  with  what  the ! 
convention  had  done ;  only  they  discharge  | 
all  free  quartering  of  soldiers,  transient  or  > 
lo«  ;il  after  the  tint  vf  November  thin  year. 


because  of  the  many  fitaoonreniences  ^ 
which  arise  therefrom  to  the  subjects. 
There  are  two  things  obviously  offer  here 
that  the  alleged  reason  from  field  conventicles 
did  not  hold  at  this  time.  It  hath  been  no- 
ticed, that,  excepting  a  few  which  Mr  Cargill 
kept,  there  have  been  none  since  Bothwell. 
Now  they  are  rid  of  him,  and  there  was  no 
more  for  several  years.  The  other  is,  that 
notwithstanding  of  this  discharge,  the  coun- 
try was  as  much  almost  as  ever  troubled 
with  free  quarter;  and  when  redress  was 
sought,  none  could  be  had  from  those  who 
could  give  it. 

Their  fourth  act  is,  for  the  securing  the  peace 
of  the  country,  which  I  have  added  below.* 


*Aetfntr  iecuriHg  the  jieace  t^  the  amutry, 
August  )!i>/A,  16ol. 

Our  tOTerrign  lord  and  the  evtatet  of  parlia- 
mrnt,  do  ratify  and  approre  all  lawn  and  acta  nf 
parllainent,  maile  fur  nvcuriiig  the  goTeniment 
uf  the  church,  a»  it  ia  now  eatabliabed  by  law. 
And  for  the  further  security  of  the  peace  of 
church  and  state,  aa  it  is  now  eitablisheil,  they 
du  hereby  etatute  and  ordain,  that  wlierc  any 
pemoiis  who  are  t«naut«,  aa  well  iu  burgh  aa 
land,  or  tenrantH,  being  delated  upon  the  oath  of 
calumny  of' the  hifurmer,  shall  be  found  guilty, 
or  hulden  as  cuufessed,  b«tfore  any  ctunpeteut 
judicatory  for  fifld  conventicles,  or  for  rehettiiig 
preachers  who  are,  or  shall  be  ititercommuni'd, 
or  declared  fugitives,  upon  a  process  intented 
against  the  sitid  tenants  and  servants*  within 
three  months  atier  committing  of  the  said  crimes, 
that  their  namen,  with  their  nencefice,  be  inti- 
mate, by  the  ^(idgB  wh<i  pronounced  the  same, 
under  form  ot  the  instrumenti  to  tlie  master,  if 
the  delinquent  he  a  servant,  or  to  the  heritor  and 
laudlordi  in  whose  land  and  house  he  lives.  If  lie 
be  a  tenant  or  outtar ;  which  master  or  heritor 
shall  be  obliged,  within  a  month  after  the  said 
intimation,  either  to  pay  the  delinquent  s  flue, 
there  being  sufficient  goods  to  satisfy  the  same, 
by  and  attour  a  year's  rent  to  the  master,  or  if 
he  have  not  sufficient  gooils,  to  put  him  and  his 
family  out  of  his  land  or  house,  if  he  be  a  tenant 
or  cottar,  and  if  a  servant,  out  of  his  servii-e.  or 
present  him  to  justice;  providing  always  that 
the  libel,  whereupon  the  foresaid  sentence  pii»- 
ceeded,  be  specisJ  as  to  a  certain  place,  where 
the  field  conventicle  was  kept,  or  thureabout, 
and  also  be  special  a«  to  the  time,  vl:e.  a  certain 
day  of  such  a  week,  or  one  or  other  of  the  <iayj 
of  that  week.  And  his  majesty,  with  advice, 
and  consent  of  his  estates  of  parliament,  declares, 
that  in  this  case,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  herit(»ni 
to  put  their  tenants  out  of  their  iands,  or  itut  of 
their  houMS  p<»SKemed  by  them,  at  any  time  of 
the  year,  and  that  without  any  warning  or  pro- 
cess of  removing,  and  that  notwithstanding  of 
any  tacks  set  to  the  tenants  for  years,  or  terms 
to  run,  which  in  this  case,  are  hereby  declared  to 
be  void  and  null ;  and  the  masters  and  heritors, 
are  hereby  authorized  awiV  ^Wvinvc^  V\  x^v^wv  >Mk 
much  of  the  ^vKHia  aud  ^««,t  Vk<Av\w^\\\^  \\»  >\\«  «aiA\ 
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imi  ^^^"^  obwmtioiMi  Bi%fct  be  made 
*  np<mitTbeactbe^iiMslittlestnuife- 
\f,  wHb  aratifieatioii  of  dl  acts  and  kwt  for 
•eevring  the  churchy  aa  nofw  eatabKshed. 
Whereat  reali/  it  was  the  eftabli»hiii|f  of  pre- 
hvy,  and  the  praetiofla  of  prriatee  and  their 
underliiigB  with  the  aevere  Uwi,  ia  their  fi^ 
Tourty  they  had  got  made,  which  these  twenty 
years  were  the  occasion  of  all  the  diqieaoe 
and  disquiet  that  was  in  Scotland ;  for,  the 
further  seeming  of  prelacy,  called  the  chureh 
and  the  state,  is,  for  the  fashion,  thrown  in 
>«rith  it  This  act  statutes,  that  all  tenants 
and  servants,  delated  upon  the  informer's 
oath  of  calumny,  within  three  months,  shall 
be  held  as  confessed,  and  guilty  of  being  at 
field  conventicles,  or  of  reset  and  converse, 
as  more  fully  in  the  act  This  is  a  summar 
way  of  probation,  especially  when  the  in- 
former is  to  have  half  of  the  fine.  Another 
terrible  danse  is  added,  to  make  this  of 
more  general  influence ;  after  the  person  is 
fbnnd  guilty,  the  judge  is  to  intimate  his 
name  to  the  landlord  or  master,  who  must 
pay  the  fine,  providing  the  person  found 
guilty  have  goods  which  will  pay  his  rent; 
and  if  not,  he  is  to  dismiss  him  presently 
out  of  his  land  and  service,  with  hii  family, 
or  present  )iim  to  justice.  This  makes  all 
lientors  and  masters,  executioners  in  the 
crime  of  field  conventicles.  It  was  well  there 
were  but  few  for  several  yeam;   but  this 


pRV  the  lut  year's  rrnt  <f  ue  by  the  tonantt,  and 
relieve  them  of  the  safd  finee.  And  his  miijMty, 
with  consent  foresaid,  declares,  that  If  any  man 
shall  reset,  or  entertain  any  servant,  tenant,  or 
cottar,  who  is  so  put  away,  he  shall  be  liable  to 
pay  three  years*  fee  to  the  masterwho  did  puthim 
away,  and  three  years'  duty  to  the  heritor  who 
put  away  bfs  tenant  or  cottar,  if  the  said  tenants 
or  cottars,  so  pat  away,  be  reset  or  harboured  by 
any  other  heritor,  as  said  is,  and  shall  likewise 
be  liable  in  one  hundred  pounds  Scots,  to  be  paid 
to  the  king.  It  is  also  hereby  statute  and  or- 
dained, that  the  fines  imposed  by  former  laws 
Upon  field  conventicles,  shall  be  doubled,  each 
penton  being,  by  this  act,  finable  In  twice  as 
much  as  he  was  finable  by  the  former  laws, 
except  as  burgesses  of  burghs  royal,  regality  and 
barony,  who  besides  the  incurring  the  same  fines 
for  field  conventicles,  are,  for  the  future,  to  lose 
their  burgesships  and  liberties,  and  to  be  banish- 
ed from  the  town  where  they  Iiv«Hl.  And  to 
the  end  that  all  the  laws  against  conventicles 
mav  be  the  better  put  to  execution,  it  is  hereby 
declared,  that  It  shall  be  lawful  to  his  majesty 
to  nominate  sheriff-deputes,  justices  of  peace,  or 
4fthfr  commlmionen  for  punishing  conventieles, 
Mitd  such  as  are  guilty  of  irregular  uarriagea, 
taptiama,  and  Invading  of  ministers. 


made  teirible  work  aa  to  rsset  and  convene; 
And,  aa  if  all  this  waa  not  enough,  thete 
who  afterwards  received  such,  are  made 
liable  to  pay  three  yean*  rent  or  fSee  to  their 
master  or  landlord  who  dismissed  them,  and 
a  hundred  pounds  to  the  king.  The  unac- 
coantableness  and  hardships  here  are  plaio, 
unlen  a  public  stigma  had  been  put  upon 
snch  as  were  dismissed.  By  thu  saaae  act, 
the  finis  for  field  conventicles  aroall  doubled 
and  burgesses,  besides  their  former  fines 
are  to  lose  their  bni^gesship,  and  he  banishec 
the  town.  One  would  think,  the  formet 
severities  for  bearing  down  of  the  gospel, 
were  sufficient,  and  mere  than  enough ;  bat 
evil  men  wax  worse  and  worse.  ^  In  tbs 
last  place,  the  king»  by  this  act,  is  empow- 
ered to  name  persons  for  punishing  conven* 
tides,  and  irregular  baptisms  and  marriages. 
This  ia  a  new  handle  to  the  managers  to 
give  commissions,  and  gratify  whom  they 
pleased  thereby,  to  uplift  the  fines.  Thii 
way,  the  council's  and  the  bishops*  under- 
workers,  in  all  places  of  the  country,  were 
rewarded,  and  not  a  few  of  them  enriched 
with  the  spoil  of  men  more  righteous  thsn 
themselves;  but  an  evident  curse  was  ia 
what  they  got  this  way. 

Their  sixth  act  is  aneot  the  test,  which 
made  so  much  noise,  and  was  so  great  a 
handle  to  persecution,  that  I  thought  it 
deserved  a  section  in  this  chapter,  by  itt^elf, 
which  I  shall  come  to,  if  once  i  had  taken 
a  little  notice  of  the  fifteenth  act  of  thin 
parliament,  against  assassinations.  The 
matter  of  it,  in  the  general,  is  certainly 
very  good,  and  nobody  can  abominate  them 
more  than  I  allow  myself  to  do;  but  the 
scope  of  this  act,  is  to  insinuate,  many  of 
the  now  persecuted  party  maintained  this 
vile  principle.  Several  things  have  been 
already  noticed  for  their  vindication  ;  and  I 
now  add,  that  the  poor  people  who  were 
driven  to  the  greatest  heights  at  this  time, 
whatever  rash  threatenings  they  used,  aud 
wrong  conohisions  they  drew  from  the 
horrid  violence  done  them,  yet  many  of 
them,  when  they  caroe  to  step  into  eternity, 
most  solemnly  declare  themselves  against 

!  murder  and  assassination. 

This  fifteenth  act  is  shut  up  with  a  very 
ample  testimonial  the  parliament  are  pleased 

\  to  ^VQ  \A  V\^QiV  ^Vttx^^HsVu^^hi^  his  treadi- 
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ermM  h^inying  of  presbjrteriaBt,  and  via-   tudes  of  nobiemeay  fenticmt n,  ud 
'       -•  «...       other^who  could  not  coiu  ply  with  it 

Many  flaming  iuttaooet  of  Uiis  we  shall  meet 
with  iu  the  following  years.  In  this  place 
I  am  only  to  give  the  reader  some  view  of 


lent  perMcuting  them*  and  no 

that  I  know  of,  deserviBd  well  of  the  pre- 

latic  churob,  and  went  Tory  great  lengths 

to  adfaaoe  and  carry  Ibrward   arbitrary 

power  in  the  state.    By  a  pretty  singular  |  its  nature,  and  the  act  imposing  it,  with  its 

step,  they  appoint  weekly  searches  to  be  |  after^xplioations,  and  the    stir    it    made 

among  the  episcopal  clergy,  and  some  begun 
persecution  occasioned  by  it  this  year. 

Upon  the  last  of  August,  the  parliament 
passed  their  act  anent  religion  and  the  test, 
which  1  have  added  below.*     The  oatli 


mado  by  the  sheriff  of  Fifo,  for  his 
sina,  when  they  were  all  out  of  his  reach, 
and  ratify  all  acts  of  council  formerly  made 
sgainst  tiiem. 

I  find  no  other  acts  of  this  parliament 
which  relate  to  the  subject  I  am  upon; 
imleis  it  be  the  twenty-sixth  act,  concent 
ing  public  debts,  whereby,  how  justly,  1 
leuTo  to  lawyers,  the  debts  contracted 
for  the  aerriee  ot  the  kingdom,  when  in 
imminent  danger,  are  all  discharged  by  this 
pariiameotary  spunge;  and  yet  in  such  a 
way,  as  to  tempt  those  concerned,  to  swal- 
low down  the  unlawful  oath  of  the  test 
lliey  ara  pleased  to  except  the  late  duke 


•AcianeiUreligUMaMdlfttteMp  August  Sltt,  1681. 

The  which  dnjf  our  loverclni  lord,  with  his 
estates  of  parliament,  connide nne,  that  albeit  by 
many  wholeawna  laws  made  by  nia  royal  granif- 
fotherand  Cither  of  fflorioua  memory,  aud  by 
himself,  Id  this  and  his  other  parliaments  sfiice 
his  happy  restoration,  the  protestant  religion  is 
eareAuly  asatrted,  astabllahed  and  aicared  against 
popery  and  fanaticism ;  yet  the  restless  adver- 
sanes  of  our  religion  do  not  cease  to  propagato 
their  errors,  and  to  tedoee  his  majsaty  a  sub- 
jects frosa  their  duty  to  God,  and  loyalQr  to  his 


_-i/_.i    ^V«    V  •       u         *^      *  !-•         •       ^1  ▼loeserent,    and    to   oirertnm    the ~  established 
Of  Kothes  his  beirs^  because  of  his  emment    „.iigion,  W  fntroduHni  their  sapffitltiona  and 

serrioes  to  his  majesty.  delualoM  into  this  chureh  aod  Vlogdom ;  and 

These  acts,  and  particularly  that  anent    knowing  that   nodiinir  can  more  increMe  the 
^"^  '7'*>  "  "^  |»~Mw«j«i»/   i^ai.  auvut,    n^mi^^  ,„j  ODiifidence  of  papists  and  schisms- 

the  tei*,  laid  a  foundation  for  a  new  scene    tical  dissenters  frrai  the  establUhed  church,  th^n 


of  persecntion,  which  I  shall  consider,  if   tbe  supins  neglect  of  putting  in  execution  the 

*^  ,  .     ,  ^  ,  .  ,  .       '  good  laws  proTided  against  them,  together  with 

once  I  had  taken  some  Tiew  of  the  test  im-    their  hoeea  to  inslnaata  thenselTes  into  offices 

pooed  at  this  time. 


SECT.  Tl. 

Of  the  in^positUm  of  the  test,  its  explicO' 
tioM,  amd  the  befftm  perseeutiim  vjHm  it 
thisjfear,  ]«(j|. 

1  HATE  delayed  the  consideration  of  the  test 
to  this  place,  as  of  too  great  importance  to 


their  hopes  to  inalnaata  themselres  into  offices 
and  imoco  of  trust  and  public  employment, 
llierefore  hla  majesty,  from  his  princely  and 
pious  seal  to  maintain  and  preserre  the  true 
protestant  rslig1oD»  contained  In  the  confession 
of  faith,  recorded  in  the  first  parliament  of  king 
James  VI.,  ^Hilch  is  founded  on,  and  agreeable 
to  the  written  word  of  God,  doth,  with  advice 
and  cooseot  of  his  estates  of  parliament,  require 
and  oommand  all  his  oAoers,  Jud|gesb  and  magis- 
trates, to  put  the  laws  made  against  popery,  and 
papists,  priests,  Jesuits,  and  all  persons  of  any 
other  order  In  the  popiah  church,  especially 
a^inst  sayers  and  hearers  of  mass,  venders  aiid 
dispersers  of  forbidden  books,  and  resetters  of 


be  intermixed   with  my  cursory  remarks  I  popi«b  priests,  and  ezcommaniaata  papUu;  «• 

V.       _j •       •: .  .1 .  m.    I  slso,  against  all  fanatU  separatlsta  from  this  na* 

upon  «ie  acts  of  parbament  this  year.    The  1  ^«,;J;hu,^,  .g,l„,t  preii^rs  at  hou«ior  field 

impontion  of  mixed  and  state  oaths,  upon  '  oonvemiclea,  and  the  resettera  and  harbourers  of 

the  .object,  of  th^  ..tion..m^  therefor.  Jl^^b.pll^r.nJ'ZSSSSr^.TJ^^^ 

mation,   would  afford  matter  for  a  very  ordinations,  and  all  other  schismatioal  disorders, 

kunre  and  bhtck  history;  and  their  Tiolent  ♦«  f«"  «?  Tigwous  execution,  according  to  the 

**.,  tt^\.A.i^A^i^j  tenor  of  the  respective  acts  of  parliament  tbare- 

crsmming  down  people  s  throats,  bath  bad  ,„^t  prnvidad.  And  that  his  m^eatT's  princely 

▼ery  dismal  eonseqnenees:  but  this  com-  >  cart  to  have  these  laws  put  inezocutten,  against 

pI.K  «d  .df<„«t«dioto,7  otth  of  th.  t«t. :  ':^Z'SSS^4fir!TSX  "^t^^Z'ST, 
indeed  wants  its  parallel  among  all  the  ;  consent  fonsaid,  statute  and  ordahi,  that  the 
oaths  that  ever  were  forced  upon  a  protes- !  winlstwra  of  each  parish,  give  up,  in  Octobrr 
^     ^      ..  -r.  -.1.  '  yearly  to  their  lespective  ordinaries,  true  and 

tant  nation.    For  many  years  it  became  an    Jj^act  lists  of  aU  napisu.  and  schiamaticai  with- 

handle  for  persecuting,  even  to  the  death,  drawera  from  the  public  worship  in  their  re- 
„--^  „„-,lL-.  m'^A  a^M^  ^f  flioM  -rf  «^k»«r  ■JH^tivs  psrlshes;  which  Ibu  are  to  be  sub- 
great  numbers,  and  some  of  them  of  very  ,  gJ^bwIbrtViain/awAVbax^XxT^i  Vv%\^^Y^  ^^^V^  ^ 

eunsidenilil^  ntnk,  and  oppressing  multi-    duub\c  o^  t\ie  sa\Jl  \\»u  %u>mc.i\>m&  V)  ^^k«&^  v» 
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itself,  which  in  the  after  part  of  this  i 
'  history,  comes  under  the  name  of 
the  test,  deserves  a  room  here. 

The.  oath  to  be  taken  by  all  persons  in  pub- 
lic trust. 

I  solemnly  swear,  in  , 

presence  of  the  eternal  God,  whom  I  iuvo- ' 
eate  as  jud^  and  witness  of  mj  sincere  in- 
tention  in  this  my  oath,  that  I  own  and 


the  Fi'spoctive  Kberiflii,  Ateirurta,  bnUics  of  roy- 
alty and  recnlity,  and  magixtraten  of  burifhs,  to 
the  effect  the  Miid  judf^es  may  proceed  M^ainut 
them  according  to  law;  as  alHo,  the  nheritfa,  and 
other  inngintrates  foresaid,  are  hereby  ordained 
to  give  an  accomit  to  bin  majesty's  privy  council 
in  December  yearly,  of  their  proceedings agidnat 
thuiie  papisU(|  and  fanatical  sepitratista,  as  they 
will  b-*  antwerable  at  their  highest  peril.  And 
that  the  diligence*  done  by  the  sheriffih  baiHeii 
of  regalities,  and  other  magistrates  fbresaid, 
may  be  the  better  inquired  into  by  the  council, 
the  bishops  of  the  respective  dioceses  are  to  send 
exact  doubles  of  the  lists  of  the  papists  and  fan- 
iitics  to  the  clerks  of  privy  coun4:il,  whereby  the 
diligences  of  the  sheriffs,  and  other  judges  fore- 
naid,  may  be  compirolled  and  examined.  And 
to  rut  olf  all  hopes  from  papints  and  faiwtica, 
of  their  being  employed  in  oflices  and  plaixst 
of  public  trust,  it  is  hereby  statute  and 
ordaine<l,  that  the  following  oath  shall  be 
taken  by  all  persons  in  oflicca  and  plai'^M  of 
public  trust,  civil,  ecclesiastical,  and  military, 
es{)ecially  by  all  members  of  parliament,  and  all 
electors  of  members  of  piirliament,  all  privy 
(M)unseliors,  lurdn  of  session,  members  of  the  ex- 
chequer, lords  of  juhticiary,  and  all  other  mem- 
bers of  these  courts,  all  officers  of  the  cr«>wn  and 
state,  all  archbishops  and  bishops,  and  all 
preachers  and  ministers  of  the  gospel  whatso- 
ever, all  |>ersons  of  this  kingdom,  named,  or  ti» 
be  named  commisitioners  for  the  borders,  all 
members  of  the  commission  for  church  atfaira, 
all  sheriffs,  Stewarts,  bailies  of  royalties  and  re- 
galities, justices  of  the  peace,  officers  of  the 
mint,  commissars  and  their  deputes,  their 
clerks  and  Ascals,  all  advocates  and  procurators 
before  any  of  these  courts,  all  writers  to  the  sig- 
ni't,  all  public  notars,  and  other  persons  em- 
pli>yed  in  writing  or  agenting,  the  lyon  king  at 
airms,  heralds,  pursuivants,  and  messengers  at 
arms,  all  collectors,  sub-collectors,  and  nirmers 
of  his  majesty's  customs  and  excise,  all  magis- 
trates, deans  of  guild,  counsellors,  and  clerks  of 
burghs  royal  and  regality,  all  deacons  of  trades, 
and  dea<u>n-conveners  in  the  said  burghs,  all 
masters  and  doctors  in  universities,  colleges,  or 
schools,  all  chaplains  in  families,  ]»edagogues  to 
children,  and  ail  offip^i-s  and  Mildiers  in  ai-mies, 
forts,  or  militia,  and  all  other  persons  in  public 
*'""«  or  "ffice  within  this  kingdom,  who  shall 
publicjy  swear  and  subscribe  the  said  oath,  as 
follows,  VIZ.  The  archbishops,  chief  commander 
or  the  forces,  and  officers  of  the  crown  and  stale, 
and  counsellors,  before  the  secret  council.  All 
the  lords  of  session,  and  all  members  of  the  col- 
lege of  justice,  and  others  depending  upon 
ibffm,  bHore  the  sevsi'on.  The  lords  of  jnali. 
«'.»',  ana  those  ih'pcnding  iifH)!!  that  court,  \ii 


\ 


sincerely  profess  the  tme  protestant  r^ 
ligion,  contained  in  the  ConfeHsion  of  Faith, 
recorded  in  the  first  parliament  of  kinf 
James  VL  and  that  I  beliere  the  same  to 
he  founded  on  and  agreeable  to  the  written 
word  of  God:  and  I  promise  and  swcsr, 
that  I  shall  adhere  thereunto  daring  all  die 
days  of  my  lifetime,  and  shaU  endeaTov 
to  educate  my  children  therein,  and  shsll 
never  consent  to  any  change  or  alteratMNi 

the  justice  court.  The  lords  and  other membcn 
of  exchequer,  before  the  exchcquera;  all  hisbspi 
before  tlie  arcJi bishops ;  all  the  inferior  clerff, 
commissars,  masters,  and  doctors  of  utilTirsiUM 
and  schools,  chaplaius  and  pedagngUMg  bsfiHs 
the  bishops  of  the  respective  dioceses  ;  sherifi, 
Stewarts,  bailies  of  royalty  and  regality,  ni 
thoee  depending  on  thne  jarisdietioiM,  heftn 
these  respective  courts;  and  prorosts,  baliidi 
and  others  of  the  burgh,  before  the  town  eoao- 
cil ;  all  collectors  and  fmrinenr  of  the  king's  CKt- 
toms  and  excise,  before  the  exchequer;  tht 
commi^ficners  of  the  borders,  before  the  privy 
council ;  all  justices  of.  peace,  before  their  eon- 
vofier  ;  and  the  officers  of  the  mint,  before  tlit 
general  of  the  mint ;  and  the  officers  of  the 
forces,  before  the  rommaiider  in  chief,  and  mb- 
mon  soldiers,  before  their  respective  offiecn; 
the  lyon,  before  the  privy  council;  and  bsrsM% 

fmrsuivants,  and  messengers  at  arms,  beforsthe 
yon.  And  his  majesty,  with  consent  fbresaM, 
statutes  and  ordains,  that  all  those  wtio  m** 
sently  pos!»ess  or  enjoy  any  of  the  forcsud  offior^ 
public  truHtH,  or  employments,  shall  take  and 
subscribe  the  following  oath,  in  one  of  the  fere- 
siiid  offices,  in  manner  before  prescribed,  he- 
twixt  and  the  first  of  January  next,  which  is  to 
be  reiwrded  In  the  registers  of  the  respective 
courts,  and  extiiu^ts  thereof  under  the  derks 
hands,  to  be  reported  to  his  m^esty's  privy- 
council,  betwixt  and  the  first  of  March  next, 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty- two,  aiid 
thereafter  in  any  other  courts,  wbere«if  tbey 
are  judges  or  members,  the  first  time  they  shall 
sit,  or  exerce  in  any  of  these  respei'tlve  couru; 
and  <irdains,  that  all  who  shall  hereafter  be  pro- 
moted to,  or  employed  in  any  of  the  foresaid 
offices,  trusts,  or  employments,  shall  at  their 
entry  into,  and  before  their  exerdog  thereof. 
take  and  subscribe  the  said  oath,  in  mauner 
foresjiid,  to  be  recorded  in  the  roisters  of  the 
respective  courts,  and  reported  to  tiis  majestyH 
privy  council,  within  the  space  of  forty  dsvs 
after  their  taking  the  same.  And  if  any  shall 
presume  to  exercise  any  of  the  said  oflSces  nr 
employments,  or  any  public  office  or  trust  with- 
in this  kingdom  (the  king's  lawful  brother  aud 
sons  otily  excepted)  until  they  take  the  ojtlh 
foresaid,  and  subscribe  it,  to  be  recorded  in  the 
registers  of  the  respective  courts,  they  shall  be 
declare«l  incapable  of  all  public  trust  thereafter, 
and  be  further  punished  with  the  loss  of  their 
moveables  and  liferent-escheat,  the  one  half 
whereof  to  be  given  to  the  informer,  and  the 
other  half  to  belong  to  his  majesty.  And  his 
majesty,  with  advice  foresaid,  recommends  tn 
his  privy  council  to  see  this  act  put  to  due  ai..i 
xlf^OTouH  execution. 
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mtraiy  thereunto ;  and  that  I  diiown  and  ;  aniwer  to  Ood.  And  finally,  I  affirm 
liioiiatie  all  Duch  prinuipleii,  doctriues,  or  ,  and  swear,  that  this  my  solemn  oath 
ficticca,  whether  i>o|iiah  or  fnnatiral,  is  given  in  the  plain  |renuine  sense  and 
hitik  are  contrary  unto,  and  inconsistent '  meaning  of  the  words,  without  any  oquivo- 
itli  the  aaid  protestaut  religion,  and  C<»n-  cation,  mental  reservation,  or  any  manner 
saion  of  Fuith:  and,  for  testification  of  of  evasion  whatsomever;  and  that  I  shall 
J  obedience  to  my  most  gracious  sov-  !  not  accept  or  um  any  disj^ensation  from  any 
eign  Charles  IL  I  do  affirm  and  swear,  creature  whatsomever.  80  help  me  God.^ 
r  this  my  solemn  oath,  tliat  the  king's  Observations  upon  this  oath  are  almost 
ajesty  is  the  only  supreme  governor  of  needless,  especially  when  I  shall  just  now 
ia  realm,  over  all  persons,  and  in  all  give  some  of  the  difliculties  that  were 
iMes,  a«  well  ecclesiastical  as  civil ;  and  !  raised  against  it  From  a  cursory  view  of 
at  no  foreign  prince,  person,  pope,  pre-  '  it,  without  entering  upon  the  papers  now 
\b,  atate,  or  potentate,  hath  or  ought  to  handed  about,  for  and  against  it,  the  reader 
i¥e  any  jurisdiction,  power,  superiority,    cannot  but  remark  the  hardship,  in  vlo- 


'e-eminency,  or  authority  ec^*lcsinstical  or 
nly  within  tbia  realm :  and  therefore,  I  do 
terly  renounce  and  forsake  all  foreign 
riadictions,  powers,  superiorities,  and  au- 


lently  pressing  such  a  va8tly  extemdve  and 
complex  oath,  upon  multitudes  of  poor 
Ignorant  country  people,  who  cannot  be 
supposed  to  know  the  things  affirmed  aud 


<nritiea ;  and  do  promise,  that  from  hence-  sworn  in  it,  and  running  them  down  even 
rtb  I  shall  bear  faith  and  true  allegiance  |  to  the  death,  when  they  stuck  at  it,  as 
the  king*a  majesty,  his  heirs  and  lawful  1  what,  at  fintt  view,  and  to  everybody's  up- 
ccesson ;  and,  to  my  power,  shall  assist :  taking,  overturned  our  solemn  covenants, 
.d  defend  all  rights,  jurisdictions,  prero-  and  for  ever  excluded  the  presbyterian 
tivee,  privileges,  pre-eminencies,  and  an- ;  establishment.  As  an  historian,  I  must 
orities  belonging  to  the  king's  majesty,  |  further  remark,  that  though  at  first  this 
s  heirs  and  lawful  successors :  and  I  fur- ,  oath  was  only  pretended  as  a  test  and  tie 
er  affirm  and  swear  by  this  my  solemn  to  such  who  were  in,  or  should  come  to 
th«  that  I  judge  it  unlawful  for  subjects,  places  of  trust  and  public  office,  and  it  may 
M)n  pretence  of  reformation,  or  any  pn>  be,  M-as  designed  so  by  the  parliament ;  yet, 
uce  whatsomever,  to  enter  into  covenants  -  when  the  duke  of  York  and  the  managers 


leagues,  or  to  convocate,  convene  or 
lemhle  in  any  councils,  conventions,  or 
Hsmblies,  to  treat,  consult,  or  determine 

any  matter  of  state,  civil,  or  ecclesias- 
^  witliout  his  majesty's  special  command, 

express  license  had  thereunto,  or  to  take 
»  arms  against  the  king,  or  those  conunis- 
inate  by  him ;  and  that  I  shall  never  so 
le  in  arms,  or  enter  into  such  covenants 

aasemblies,  and  that  there  lies  no  obligar 
m  upon  me  from  the  national  covenant, 

the  solemn  league  and  covenant  (so  com- 
mly  called)  or  any  other  manner  of  way 
tiataomever,  to  endeavour  any  change  or 
deration  in  the  government,  either  in 
weh  or  state,  as  it  is  now  established  by 
e  laws  of  this  kingdom :  and  I  promise 
d  swear,  tliat  I  shall,  with  my  utmost 
>wer,  defend,  assist,  and  maintain  his 
^esty*s  jurisdiction  foresaid,  against  all 
adly;  and  1  shall  never  decline  his  ma- 


had  once  got  the  edge  of  it  turned  from 
papists,  and  found  that  the  best  of  protes- 
tanta  stuck  as  much  at  it  as  they,  it  was 
turned  to  be  a  general  test  of  loyalty ;  and 
everybody  were  suspected  persons,  in  the 
eye  of  the  government,  who  were  not  Mill- 
ing to  take  it,  except  the  pi4)ists,  who 
were  more  employed  than  ever.  Thus, 
vast  numbers  of  gentlemen  came  to  have  it 
put  to  them,  and  when  they  refused  it, 
were  fined  in  sums  equivalent  to  their  es- 
tates; and  no  way  was  allowed  to  any, 
except  papists,  to  purge  themselves  of  dis- 
affi;ction,  but  by  taking  of  this  oath ;  and 
the  doing  of  that  cleared,  from  all  crimes 
almost,  those  who  had  a  wide  enongh 
throat  for  it 

Meanwhile  the  very  reading  it  over  may 
discover  it  is  a  medley  of  popery,  prelacy, 
erastiauism,  and  self-contradiction;  and  it 


appears  to  have  been  framed,  or  at  least 
ftty'a  po\i  cr  and  junbdivtlon,  as  I  shall  -  so  loaded  ^ilYi  ametk^ii\«Ti\»^  te&   wvX^kAs 
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.  .^1    iD%littakeit  It  opened  a  gap  for  po-  !  nity  of  an  oath  was  quite  worn  off  th« 
pery,  by  renouncing;  the  national  rov- iRpirits  of  many,  and  the  ratfonable  and 


enant,  the  ipneat  bulwark  of  Scotland,  againrt 
that  wicked  idolatry,  and  obliging  the  sweai^ 
en  to  reoelTO  a  popiah  tuccessor.  Prelary  is 
to  plainly  appro^en  in  it,  and  sworn  to, 
that  I  need  say  nothing  of  this.  The  su- 
premacy, and  the  utmost  extent  of  the 
king's  power  in  all  causes,  is  again  and 
again  affirmed  and  asserted ;  and  the  con- 
tradiction betwixt  the  confession  sworn  to 
in  the  entry,  and  the  subsequent  branches 
of  the  oath,  betwixt  the  maintaining  the 
protestant  religion,  and  the  introducing  of 
a  papist  to  the  throne,  yea,  betwixt  the 
king's  supremacy  and  the  present  estab- 
lishment of  the  prelatical  church,  at  least 
iu  the  opinion  of  some  of  the  best  of  its 
members,  hath  been  many  times  discovered. 
It  appears  further  necessarily  to  invoWe 
approbation  of,  and  subjection  to  the  pre- 
tended divine,  indefeasible,  hereditary  right 
of  kings,  asserted  in  the  late  act  of  par- 
liament, and  the  lineal  succession,  which 
by  no  statute  can  be  diverted,  and  the  rest 
of  the  nonsense  formerly  mentioned,  which 
is  necessarily  included  in  his  majesty  and 
Ills  successors*  jurisdiction,  privileges,  &c. 
It  plainly  makes  the  swearer  renounce  de- 


jjnst  cords  of  the  oath  of  God  upon  thes:* 
nations,  being  wickedly  cast  off,  it  was  but 
righteous,  people  should  be  g^Ten  up  to 
strong  delusion,  and  the  belief  of  Ues. 

I  come  now  to  consider  the  act  imposing 
this  oath,  and  it  may  be  worth  while,  before 
I  make  remarks  upon  it,  to  point  at  some 
part  of  its  history,  while  a  passing  in  the 
house.  When  the  first  act  anent  religion 
was  read  and  passed,  it  appeared  Tery  genenl 
and  insufficient  to  all  members  who  had 
any  regard  to  the  protestant  interest ;  and, 
upon  the  desire  of  additions,  or  a&odier  act, 
by  severals,  the  commissioner,  in  tmce  of 
parliament,  promised,  that  fhll  time  and 
opportunity  should  be  given  to  bring  in 
any  other  act  which  should  be  found  necet^ 
sary  to  secure  the  protestant  religion: 
nevertheless,  though  many  overtures,  me- 
morials, and  draughts  were  offered,  yet  they 
were  never  allowed  to  be  read  before  the 
lords  of  the  articles,  or  pariiament,  but  thu 
test  act  was  formed  in  private,  and  at  length 
obtruded. 

It  deserves  to  be  remembered,  that  this 
act  and  oath  was  brought  in  and  voted  in 
one  day,  though  it  was  of  that  extent  and 


tensive  arms,  against  the  greatest  oppres-  !  importance  as  required  the  greatest  delibc- 
sion  a  subject  can  be  under,  and  clearly  I  ration.  At  first,  the  draught  was  brought 
enough  condemns  the  late  glorious  revolu* ,-  in  without  the  clause  relative  to  the  Con- 
tion,  and  binds  down  to  an  unlimited  obe-  '■  fossion  of  Faith ;  but  this  was  pressed  with 
dience  to  all  the  then  iniquitous  laws,  and  great  ardour,  and,  after  some  hours'  debate, 
obliges  the  person  in  no  case  to  decline  the    it  was  got  added :  many  other  additions  and 


king's  authority.  And  after  all  this,  I 
need  not  add,  that  no  presbyterian  could 
take  it,  yea,  even  such  who  were  of  other 
principles,  and  had  any  remaining  senti- 
ments of  freedom  and  liberty,  justly  scru- 
pled at  it 

After  all,  it  may  bo  inquired  how  so 
oiany  fell  in  with  this  imposition;  and  in- 
deed I  can  give  no  account  of  this  unless  it 
be,  that  many  of  the  branches  of  this  oath 
had  been  insensibly  and  gradually  threaded 
in  upon  persons  in  places  of  trust,  by  these 
oatl^  declarations,  and  bonds  imposed  these 
twenty  years  in  Scotland;  and  the  whole 
of  the  bishops,  who  ought  to  have  been  pat- 
tfijms,  gikYe  into  it :  yea,  the  iniquity  of  the 
times,  and  impiety  of  the  greater  part  now 


alterations  were  moved,  but  not  granted. 
The  earl  of  Argyle,  in  reasoning  upon  the 
oath,  said,  ^  he  was  of  opinion,  that  as  few 
public  oaths  should  be  required  as  might 
be,  and  these  as  short  and  clear  as  possible: 
he  thought  a  very  small  addition  to  the 
oaths  in  force  these  twenty  years,  might 
suffice,  since  it  is  evident  the  oath  of 
allegiance,  and  declaration,  had  effectually 
debarred  all  fanatics  from  places  of  trust, 
all  this  time.  It  is  true,  added  he,  some 
piqtists  have  swallowed  them,  but  a  word 
or  two  of  addition  might  likewise  hold 
them  out.  This  same  noble  member,  with 
warmth,  opposed  the  clause  toward  the  end 
of  the  act,  excepting  the  king's  sons  and 
\)TOl\ieT%,  axi^  «8id^  **  \t  was  our  happiness 


M^MMMwra,  tfuu  tiujuvijr  ui  Luv  grtraicr  pan.  uuw  \  uTO\.neT«,  axv^  «»\^>     \\.  was  our   nappiness 

ia  o&ce,  was  tuch,  that  the  fear  and  aoleni-\  tVkat  VVn^  axA  y«o\^«  ^vb«  ^  w*  t^o^t^ 
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by  law,  and  ha  hopad  Um  parliament  aroolii 
do  nothing  to  Ioom  what  wai  tut,  nor 
open  a  gap  for  the  rojal  family  to  differ  in 
religion  i  and  therefore  wiahed  if  any  ex- 
ception were  made,  it  might  be  made  par- 
ticular for  his  royal  highnees."  But  the 
conuniaeioner  rising  up,  opposed  this  open- 
ly ;  whereupon  the  earl  concluded  with  bis 
fears»  ''that  if  this  exception  did  pass  ^t 
would  do  more  prejudice  to  the  protestyint 
religion,  that  all  the  rest  of  the  act,  yea, 
many  acts,  would  do  good."  Many  other 
speeches  were  made  in  parliament,  upon 
this  soleom  and  extraordinary  occasion, 
which  I  am  sorry  I  can  give  bo  little  ac- 
count of.  Wlieu  the  members  were  wear^ 
ied  with  ressouing^  the  half  of  the  house 
pressed  a  debiy,  were  it  but  till  next  morn- 
ing, the  dianght  of  the  act  in  the  clerk's 
hands  being  so  much  blurred,  changed,  and 
interlined  in  the  course  of  the  debates,  that 
the  far  greater  part  knew  not  what  was  in, 
or  what  was  out  of  it;  but  no  delay  could 
be  granted:  whereupon  several  refused  to 
Tote  il^  among  whom  were  the  earl  of  Ar- 
gyle,  and  Sir  James  Dahymple  president  of 
the  session,  whom  the  duke  of  York  blamed 
for  bringing  in  the  clause  about  the  Con- 
fession of  Faith,  with  a  design  to  crush  the 
whole. 

Remarks  upon  the  act  need  not  be  mul- 
tiplied, since  they  will  fall  in  with  what 
hath  been  and  may  be  said  upon  the  oath. 
It  is  pity,  religion  and  this  test,  or  trial  of 
it,  should  be  coupled  in  the  title,  since 
every  body  must  own  scarce  any  thing 
done  at  this  time  exposed  religion  more 
than  this  test  In  the  act,  the  parliament 
begins  with  declaring  the  laws  already 
made,  sufficient  to  secure  the  protestant 
religion  against  popery,  and  fanaticism,  as 
presbytery  was  now  most  unjustly  termed ; 
but  they  find  the  growth  of  both  comes 
from  neglecting  their  execution,  and  the 
hopes  of  papists  and  fanatics  of  getting 
into  offices.  The  execution  of  the  laws 
was  extremely  remiss  as  to  papists,  who  by 
the  managera  were  encouraged,  made  shar- 
ers of  the  fines  exacted  from  presbyterians, 
and  employed  to  persecute  them:  but  I 
wonder  where  the  remisimess  can  lie 
against  presbyterians,  and  never  heard  of 
their  beiag  employed  in  places  of  trust,  yea. 


their  greatest  enemies  cannot  give  j^. 
one  instance;   so   this   pretext  is 
mere  sham  as  to  presbyterians;  and  means 
were  found,  after  this  act  was  made,  to  put 
and  keep  papists  in  places  of  trust.    The 
old  Confession  of  Faith,  15G7,  is  next  rati- 
fied and  sworn  to,  which  contains  many 
articles  contrary  to  the  after-clauses  of  the 
oath :  then  they  ordain  the  laws  to  be  exe- 
cuted against  papists,  of  which  no  care  was 
taken.     The   thunder    is   really    levelled 
against  fanatics,  and  these  are  explained  to 
be  preachers  at  house  as  well  as  field  con- 
venticles.     Resetters    of  intercommuned 
persons,  and  perhaps  all  nonconformists  to 
preUcy,  are  pointed  at  by  separatists  fro  ii 
this  national  church :  the  laws  are  orderec 
to  be  executed  against  all  these,  and  disor- 
derly baptisms  and  marriages;  and,  thai 
none  may  escape,  the  enumeration  is  ended 
with  a  general,  "all  schismatical  disorders 
whatsomever;"  and  how  much  is  in  the 
belly  of  this  I  know  not     In  order  to  thii^ 
all  the  curates  are  ordered  to  gire  up  lists 
of  papists,  and,  which  they  M'ere  very  will- 
ing to  do,  of  all  schismatical  withdrawers 
from   public    worship  in    their  parishes: 
these  are  to  be  given  in  to  the  sheriff  or 
other  inferior  magistrates,  that  they  may 
proceed  against  them  in  the  rigour  of  law, 
and  reports  of  their  diligence  are  yearly  to 
be  sent  in  to  tlie  council    The  bishops  are 
likewise  to  send  in  lists  and  accounts  to  be 
a  check  upon  the  former,  and  according  to 
which  their  diligence  is  to  be  examined. 
To  hinder  papists  and  fanatics  to  get  into 
places  of  trust,  the  oath  of  the  test  is  im- 
posed upon  all  persons  in  public  office; 
a  very  particular  enumeration  of  them,  and 
a  specifying  the  diets  when  they  are  to 
take  the  oath,  fills  up  the  rest  of  the  act : 
and  that  none  may  escape,  an  additional  list 
is  made  by  act  16th,  September  17th,  which 
I  have  added  below.*      These  additions 


•  AddkiowU  act  anent  the  itU,  SejA,  17/A,  168]. 
Our  Mverel^  lord  and  enatcs  of  nurlisment, 
do  hereby  tUtate  and  ordain,  that  tbo  tett  a^ 
pointed  by  the  ilxth  act  of  thii  parliament,  to  be 
taken  by  all  peraona  in  public  troet,  ahall  be 
taken  by  the  admiral-dr putrt,  Judfet  of  the  high 
court  of  admiralty,  and  all  memktn  of  that 
court,  and  all  particular  admiral-deputes  within 
i  the  kincdom,  the  director  oC  a««ha»««lUsr'i^Wi4 
I  all  writera  \n  t\iat  ofliv*,  iflK%  'wtVwt  v«,  wA. 
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RCfin  to  be  made  with  a  particular 
eye  to  elections,  and  to  corrupt 
deaoonrien  in  biu^hs.  Persons  now  in 
offices  are  to  take  this  test,  betwixt  and 
the  firftt  of  January,  1682,  and  others 
when  they  enter  upon  their  offices.  No 
exceptions  are  made,  but  the  king's  law- 
ful brothers  and  sons;  he  wanted  not 
unlawful  sons  in  good  store,  and  had  but 
one  brother,  who,  above  all,  ought  to  have 
been  obliged  to  give  security  for  doing 
nothing  against  the  protestant  religion,  as 
being  of  greater  influence  for  sheltering  of 
papists,  than  all  the  persons  named;  but 
the  oath  was  principally  pointed  against 
presbyterians ;  and  this  way  there  was  no 
real  hasard  from  this  exception.  The  pen- 
alties annexed  to  exercising  any  office, 
without  taking  the  test,  are  incapacity  for 
any  public  trust  for  ever,  and  the  loss  of 
their  moveables  and  liferent-escheat ;  and  to 
encourage  the  informers,  the  one  half  goes 
to  them,  and  the  other  to  the  king. 

When  the  test  is  thus  imposed,  I  find  not 
many  in  places  of  trust  who  made  any  dif- 
ficulty to  take  it,  except  the  eari  of  Argyle, 
and  some  few  of  the  best  of  the  episcopal 
clei^y.  The  earFs  case  M-ill  come  in  upon 
the  follo^ving  section  at  full  length,  and  here 
I  shall  give  a  few  other  instances  from  the 
records,  and  other  papers,  of  some  little 
opposition  made  to  this  grievous  imposition. 

Upon  the  22d  of  September,  when  the 
members  of  council  came  to  take  the  test, 
the  earl  of  Queensberry,  never  much  ob- 


uiider-ke«p«r  of  the  privy  seal,  surveyors, 
waitera  for  the  king** customs  and  exdse  through 
the  kingdom,  the  king's  solicitor,  the  lyon  clerk, 
uiid  by  all  such  as  shall  be  commissiouated  to 
the  convention  of  boroughs,  at  their  first  sederunts 
in  their  courts,  and  in  the  said  convention  ;  and 
ordain  all  captains  and  other  commissionate 
officci*8  of  the  train-bands  in  burghs,  and  such  hm 
have  any  voice  in  elec.ting  of  deacons  of  trades 
within  burghs,  and  the  clerks  to  trades,  to  take 
the  said  test  before  the  magistral*^  of  the  respec- 
ti%'e  burfjhs,  and  the  deacons  of  the  said  trades 
respective,  before  their  reKpective elections.  And 
also  ordain  all  |M*rauns  who  shall  be  named,  com- 
missioners for  revaluations,  or  rectifying  valua- 
tion of  lands,  to  take  the  foresaid  test,  under  the 
pains  contained  in  the  said  act  of  parliament :  and 
that  all  (lersons  who  have  heritable  offlc-es  from 
the  king,  not  mentioned  in  the  foresaid  act,  shall 
take  the  foresaid  test,  in  presence  of  the  lords  of 


served  before  for  strictness,  stayed  out  of 
council  till  six  and  twenty  members  took  it, 
and  then  came  in,  and  being  called  upon  to 
take  it,  declared  he  was  willing  to  swear  it 
Bath  this  explication,  ^  that  by  that  part  of 
the  test  declaring  there  lies  no  obligation  on 
the  swearer  to  endeavour  any  change  or 
alteration  in  the  government  of  the  churct 
or  state,  &c.  he  does  not  understand  him- 
self to  be  against  alterations,  in  case  it  should 
seem  good  to  his  majesty  to  make  them  ia 
church  or  in  state  :*'  and  then  took  the  oath. 
No  body  challenged  this  as  treason,  thou<jb 
it  was  as  much  an  explication  as  that  t);e 
eari  of  Argyle  ofiered ;  but  the  one  vt-as  a 
friend,  and  the  other  a  foe. 

I  find  a  representation  made  in  connril, 
October  6th,  that  John  Hope  of  Hopetonn, 
heritable  sheriff  of  the  shire  of  Linlithguu', 
had  some  scruples  to  take  the  test;  when>- 
upon  the  council,  in  the  terms  of  the  25th 
act  of  the  last  parliament,  declare,  *  he  hath 
amitted  and  tint  the  said  office,  and  that  it 
is  at  his  majesty's  disposal*'  I  do  notknofr 
what  his  scruples  were,  but  this  declaration 
was  probably  in  terrorem^  when  upon  bis 
scruples  he  was  thus  brevi  manu  deprived. 
That  name  day  the  council  order  intimation 
to  be  made  to  the  duchess  of  Rothes  by  the 
eari  ef  Haddington,  that  she  cannot  hold 
any  sheriff  court,  nor  any  in  her  name,  un- 
til she  take  the  test  The  parliament,  in 
one  of  tlieir  acts,  as  we  have  seen,  except 
the  heirs  of  the  duke  from  some  hardships 
of  this  nature,  yet  the  council  ui^  this  ex- 
cellent lady,  who  scarce  had  a  parallel  for 
relifpon  and  every  good  thing  in  her  age, 
with  this  oath,  as  M'liat  they  knew  she 
would  never  take,  that  the  offices  might 
fall  into  the  managers'  hands. 

The  earl  of  Murray  had  been  desired  by 
the  council  to  administer  the  test,  at  London, 
to  the  duke  of  Monmouth  as  a  prify  coun- 
sellor, and  bearing  other  offices  in  Scotland. 
The  se(!retary  in  his  return  signifies,  that 
he  had  spoken  to  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
and  acquainted  him  of  the  council's  desire ; 
and  the  duke's  answer  was,  *'  that  the  act 
of  parliament  did  not  authorize  the  privy 
council  to  administer  the  test  out  of  that 
kinjrdom,  or  in  any  place,  but  such  as  arc 


excbequar,   betwixt  and  the  first  of  January  :  ..        j  •     ^t.        ^  j  ^.i.  *.  l     l  • 

whmlo  Iftbej  fail,  they  shall  lose  their  offic«s,\  w^^^^^oucd  m  the  act ;  and  that  he  being  a 
jww/  imaamithH  thereof,  duiing  their  lifetmie.       \  \o\cT  o?  ^wY\«wv^tv\>s>  viQ\i!ATA\.\aft  \feft  lii>i 
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eaker  of  an  act  of  parliament"  This  very 
nch  diipleaaed  oar  managers,  and  next 
y,  October  2i8t,  the  council  wrote  the 
[lowing  letter  to  the  secretary. 

•*  My  lord, 
<*  By  your  lordship's  letter  of  the  1 1th 
stant,  we  find  that  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  pretends,  that  the  council  are 
>t  empowered  by  the  act  of  parliament, 
•  require  any  who  Uto  not  in  this  king- 
>m,  to  take  the  test,  in  which  he  does 
ost  unwarrantably  charge  the  lords  of  his 
ajesty's  priyy  council  with  injustice ;  for 
leact  of  parliament,  appointing  all  his 
ajesty's  subjects  who  have  any  public  em- 
loyment  to  take  the  test,  it  must  bind 
kem  as  well. abroad  as  at  home;  since 
herever  they  are  they  are  still  subjects, 
jid  as  this  is  clear  from  the  words ;  so  it 
most  dear  from  the  design  of  the  act,  the 
ime  being  designed  to  secure  the  king^ 
un  against  the  influence  of  papists  and 
iDatics;  and  since  either  of  these  may  in- 
uence  places    where    they  have   public 
vat,  though  themselves  be  abroad,  it  is 
wf  clear  that  they  should  be  obliged  to 
Jcifi  the  test,  though  they  be  abroad,  and  if 
lb  pretext  were  allowed,  such  as  are  un- 
'iUing  to  take  the  test,  might  disappoint 
tie  act  of  parliament  by  going  abroad  im- 
lediately  before  the    time    prefixed    for 
iking  hereof.     This  refusal  then  from 
is  grace  the  duke  of  Monmouth  being  of 
» ill  example^  and  it  being  necessary  for 
is  mi^esty's  government  to  see  the  acts  of 
bat  loyal  and  judicious  parliament  obeyed 
rith  firmness  and    steadiness;  it  is  our 
lomble  opinion  that  his  majesty  should 
Ame  deputes  in  these  offices  which  the 
.nko  of  Monmouth  possesses  until  the  first 
f  January,  at  which  time  if  his  grace  take 
loi  the  test,  he  will  certainly  forfeit  these 
ffioes,  notwithstanding  his  being  forth  of 
he  kingdom.  We  do  also  desire  your  lord- 
hip,  as  his  majesty's  secretary,  to  require 
he  earl  of  Sutherland,  as  sheriff  of  Suther- 
■nd,  the  earl  of  Callendar,  as  sheriff  of 
Stirling,  and  Sir  James  Dalrymple  of  Stair, 
IS  heritable  bailie  of  the  regality  of  Glen- 
noe,  to  take  the  said  test  before  his  grace  the 
luke  of  Lauderdale,  president  of  the  coun- 
v\ ;  and  that  you  will  tmnsmit  the  c<;rtifi- 
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cates  thereof  to  your  lordship's  affec- 
tionate friends."  Subscribed  ut  in 
sederunt, 

November  3d,  the  lord  privy  seal  a^ 
qnaints  the  council  that  the  duke  of  Ham^ 
ilton  had  yet  scruples  upon  the  test ;  but 
was  willing  that  they  should  name  deputes 
in  any  jurisdictions  belonging  to  him.   The 
council  remit  it  to  their  committee,  to 
name  fit  persons  in  all  his  jurisdictions. 
And  November  8th,  the  council  being  in- 
formed, that  Patrick  Brown,  sheriff-depute 
of  Haddington  bad  refused  the  test,  and  de- 
mitted  his  office,  do  iq>point  George  Haly- 
burton  to  officiate  in  the  meantime.    Even 
the  bishop  of  Aberdeen  seems  to  have  had 
some  scruple  about  the  test;  whether  it 
arose  from  himself  or  others,  I  cannot  say. 
It  may  be  he  was  not  willing  to  take  it  till 
he  got  in  some  eminent  persons  of  his 
clergy  who  for  some  time  made  a  bustle 
about  it,  and  we  shall  afterward  meet  with 
him  and  his  synod,  putting  a  sense  and  ex- 
plication  on  the  test    The  registers  No- 
vember 10th,  bear,  **  The  council  being  in- 
formed tliat  the  bishop  of  Aberdeen,  who 
was  appointed  to  administrate  the  test  to 
the  college  and  commissary  there,   hath 
himself  demurred  to  take  the  same,  do  em- 
power the  esrls  of  Marishal,  Errol,  and 
Kintore,  or  two  of  them,  to  administrate  it 
to  the  college  and  ooawaissar."    That  same 
day  the  councQ  considering  that  the  sheriff 
principal  of  I^fe  refnseth  to  take  the  test, 
do  iqtpoint  Mr  Alexander  Maloom,  advo- 
cate, sheriff-depute  of  that  shire,  till  they 
shall  recall  his  commission.    This  was  not 
done  for  some  years;  and  we  shall  find  ho 
was  a  good  instrument  under  the  primate, 
for  fining  and  other  branches  of  persecu- 
tion.   November  82d,  the  council  find  the 
marquis  of  Huntley  hath  refused  the  test, 
and  thereupon  they  appoint  Alexander  In- 
nes  of  Oodcston,  bailie  of  the  regality  ot 
Spenxie,  to  act  with  as  full  power  as  ever 
any  had  before  him  in  that  bailiary.    But  I 
do  not  find  they  declare  the  marquis  had 
tint  and  amitted  his  bailiary.    It  was  or- 
dinary in  the  case  of  papists  who  held  offi- 
ces and  refrised  the  test,  to  name  some  of 
their  confidents  to  their  places,  who  had 
the  name  of  ^ToteB.taxAa>  asA  «)j«»^%^« 
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1681   ^  ^*  perqnititet  and  profits  of  the  |  witkoat  takiog*  it    That  Mune  daj  Johi 
*  office ;   whether  thU  wm  the  ease  |  Graham  po«t-iBaater»  b  ordained  to  take  tc» 

and  toadauaialv  it  to  all  post-anatera  vndtr 
him.  NoTember  8d,  they  dedwe  thit 
Buutert  and  treaanren  of  hoapitals  ia 
Edinbiii^h,  and  the  treaaorer  to  the  ooilege 
are  not  obliged  to  take  it :  this  ia  apon  a  re- 
preaentation  to  the  BMigiatnitea,  that  they 
cannot  find  other  perwoa  fit  to  611  their 
plaoe^  in  case  they  be  tamed  out  tor  refus- 
ing it  Norember  8th,  all  BBaatert  and 
doeton  of  nniTersities  in  this  kingdom,  art 
ordered  to  take  the  test  before  their 
reapectiTe  biahopa  November  10th,  the 
nuigiatratea  of  Jedburgh  are  ofdered  to  take 
it  belbre  the  earl  of  Moxbnrgh.  The  tows 
of  Selkirk  generally  refuaing  the  teal,  are 
cited  in  before  the  council  by  the  committee 
lor  public  affiun,  who  haTe  thia  matter  cem- 
mitted  to  them.  The  magiatimtet  of 
PeeUea,  Renfrew,  Donbar,  Dyaart,  and 
KiiAcaldy,  being  recoaaBta,  are  cited  m 
abore,  and  lome  of  them  remitted  to  privy 
couniellort.  That  day  the  oouncil  take  a 
general  ooone,  and  write  to  the  foUowio|; 
perMNia.  lord  Montgomery  aa  to  the  aheriff- 
dom  of  Renfrew  and  r^;ality  of  Paiiley, 
Uird  of  Orbitton  for  the  regality  of  Kilpa- 
trick,  laird  of  Ardincaple  for  the  regality  of 
Lennox,  earl  of  Dnndonald  for  Kilmarnock, 
earl  of  Caeeils  for  the  bailiary  of  Cairick. 
earl  of  Annandale  for  the  etowartry  of 
Annandale,  the  laird  of  Lochneal  for  the 
shire  of  Wigton,  earl  of  Nithsdale  for  the 
stewartry  of  Kirkcudbright,  eari  of  Tweed- 
dale  for  the  shire  of  Peebles  and  regality  of 
Dunfermline,  laird  of  Monrief  for  the 
bailiary  of  6t  Andrews,  Sir  WiUiam  Bmoe 
for  the  shire  of  Kinross,  lord  Torphichen  for 
the  regality  of  Torphichen,  earl  of  Linlith- 
gow for  the  regality  of  Ogleface;*  and 
require  them  to  send  an  account  under  their 
hand  against  the  first  of  December,  whether 
they  have  taken  the  test,  that  they  may,  in 
case  of  refusal,  appoint  persons  for  these 
jurisdictions.  November  24th,  the  eari  of 
Murray  is  desired  to  administrate  the  test 
to  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  as  governor  of 


with   Cockston,  I  know  not,  but  it  was 
ordinary  enough. 

I  shall  end  thia  account  of  the  persons 
who  at  this  time  demurred  upon  the  test, 
with  a  letter  from  the  secretary  to  the 
oooncily  dated  December  I8th,  wherein  he 
aoquainta  thea^  **  that  he  had  made  inquiry 
after  the  eari  of  Callendar  at  London,  but 
could  not  find  him  out,  and  had  given  over 
all  hopes  of  seeing  him,  andean  say  bo  more 
about  hia  taking  the  test;  that  he  had 
moved  to  the  king  what  he  had  in  commia* 
aion  from  them  about  the  duke  of  Mon* 
mouth*s  offices,  and  his  answer  wa%  that 
the  first  of  January  was  so  near,  that  there 
seema  no  necessity  to  name  deputes  to  them, 
but  that  if  betwixt  and  thea  ha  take  not 
the  test,  he  will  grant  depntation  to  such  aa 
they  rscommend.  And  aa  to  the  eari  of 
Sutherland  he  has  fanned  out  hia  estate  and 
jurisdictions  to  othen  for  some  years,  and 
so  is  not  obliged  to  take  it :  and  adds,  that 
Sir  Jamee  Dalrymple  of  Stair  had  informed 
him,  that  having  quitted  all  his  public  em- 
ployments to  his  son,  there  was  no  oblig»> 
tion  on  him  by  law  to  take  the  test"  In 
this  account  I  have  confined  myself  to  tho 
registers.  Besides  those,  several  others 
quit  their  offioea  upon  this  imposition. 

Meanwhile  the  oouncil  exert  themaelvee 
to  the  utmost,  to  bring  all  to  comply  with 
tho  test,  and  I  shall  give  a  short  detail  of 
tlieir  endeavours  this  way  from  their  books 
during  this  year,  and  in  the  following  years 
we  shall  find  a  more  geneiml  and  severe 
pressing  of  this  oath.  They  begin  with 
casting  a  copy  to  others,  and  September 
22d,  they  sign  the  test,  and  resolve  that  all 
absent  members  shall  take  it  before  they 
take  their  places,  and  repeat  the  words  on 
tlieir  kneea.  And  September  24th,  they 
recommend  it  to  the  eari  of  Murray,  to  ad- 
niiuistrate  it  to  the  duke  of  Lauderdale  as 
president  of  the  conncil,  ai^  desire  the  duke 
to  administrate  it  to  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
aud  him.  And  at  the  same  time  require 
all  the  judges,  counsellors,  and  clerks  of 
burghs  to  take  it  at  elections.  And  Octo- 
ber 2(ith,  they  order  the  magistrates  and       *  This  wat  the  nane  of  ao  entiite  In  Stirlinir- 

coancil of  Cup^.  Qu*«nrf«rry.  »d  oii.ftl'^Sj:^:::'::;^,^^^^':^''^^'^^ 
lnu^fba,  to  be  ciud  before  them  for  ekecdng   NVwmI^  V««v««c,  W.  v  v^^— ^« 
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Edinburgb  CMtle  and  the  Bass,  captain  of 
the  oompany  in  the  castle  of  Edinbui^h, 
sheriff  of  Haddington,  and  commissioner  of 
the  treaaury.  bir  («eor|fe  Kinnaird  iit  writ 
to,  immediately  to  come  to  £dinbiir«rh  and 
i|ualify  as  a  privy  counsellor.  In  short, 
there  is  Tery  little  in  the  registen  for  some 
months  but  appointments  about  adminis- 
trating the  test ;  and  where  persons  in  civil 
offices  refuse,  others  are  named  in  their  stead. 
Bat  the  opposition  by  some  of  the  conform- 
able clergy  made  yet  a  far  greater  noise 
upon  this  head.  The  act  anent  the  test 
with  the  oath  annexed,  was  printed  separ- 
ately, and  was  sufficiently  spread,  and  not 
a  few  of  the  deigy  began  to  raise  dust  upon 
tins  oath :  whereupon  the  bishop  of  Edin- 
burghy  Mr  Pttterson,*  one  of  the  most  Tio- 
lent  defenders  of  it,  baring  himself  sworn 
and  subscribed  it,  among  the  first  of  the 
counsellors,  was  at  the  pains  to  draw  up  a 
long  explanation  of  it,  especially  to  satisfy 
the  scruples  and  objections  made  against  it 
by  his  brethren  in  the  dei^.  His  paper  I 
have  not  seen,  but  I  find,  upon  the  21st  of 
October,  he  presented  it  to  the  council,  the 
duke  of  York  being  present  It  was  order- 
ed to  be  read,  but  being  long,  it  proved  te- 
dious^ and  a  little  irksome ;  and,  after  read- 
ing a  part  of  it,  the  duke  being  weary  of 
such  papers,  interrupted  the  resuling  with 
the  English  sarcasm,  '  the  first  chapter  of 
John  with  a  stone  will  chase  away  a  dog  f 
so  there  was  no  more  read ;  but  the  bishop 
vnm  allowed  to  print  his  paper  if  he  pleased. 
Whether  he  did  print  it,  I  do  not  know ; 
bnt  I  shall  insert  here  a  shorter  paper. 


•  *'  John  Pstertoo  wmm  trsmlntMl  (Vmn  the 
Mshopric  of  Gidlowmy  to  tluit  of  Edhibargh  in 
16'i9,  by  th«  predominaot  Inttmt  of  the  dut- 
chwe  N  I^sodordslo.  In  16(t7  he  wm  ro-tnms- 
hted  to  the  srcb-epieoopMl  aee  of  Ghufow,  of 
which  he  wu  d^rired  bv  the  Kr rolution.  He 
4icd  «t  Edlnburnh  8th  December  1708.  JTeilhU 
Cutatarue. — The  Prmbyteriaii  laoiDoons  up* 
bmid  him  as  s  profligate  and  looee  liver.  See 
the  answer  to  Presbyterian  Eloquence,  where 
tiiePB  Is  much  ribaldry  on  this  subject.  He  la 
said  to  have  kissed  his  band-strings  In  the  pulpit, 
hi  the  midst  of  an  eloqoent  discourse,  which  was 
the  signal  agreed  upon  betwixt  him  and  a  lady 
to  whom  be  was  a  suitor,  to  show  he  could  thinic 
upon  her  charms  even  whilst  engaged  in  the 
must  sslemn  duties  of  his  professinn.  Hence 
he  was  nick- named  bishop  Band-strings.**  Note 
by  Sir  Walter  Scott,  tm  J'MutoiiUiaJrs  Chrone- 
kiricc/  NoUm,  p.  &. 


handed  about  at  this  time,  as  the  .^y.. 
bishop's,  which,  it  may  be  hoped, 
contains  the  substance  of  the  long  paper, 
and  is  as  fbUoii's : — 

The  bishop  qfEdinburf/h*8  sense  of  the  test. 

"  Imo.  That  the  confession  of  fluth,ratifi(Ml 
in  the  parliament  1567,  was  farmed  tn  the 
infancy  of  our  reformation,  and  deserves  its 
own  praise ;  yet,  by  the  test,  we  do  not 
swear  to  ertry  proposition  or  clause  there- 
in contained,  but  only  the  true  Protestant 
religion,  founded  upon  the  word  of  God, 
contained  in  that  Confession,  as  it  is  oppos- 
ed to  popery  and  fiumticism. 

*  l?do.  That  by  this  test,  or  any  clanse 
therein  contained,  no  invasion  or  encroach- 
ment is  intended  or  made  upon  the  intrinKic 
f^ritnal  power  of  the  church,  as  it  was  ex- 
ercised by  the  apostSea,  and  t^  moat  pure 
primitive  churoh,  for  the  three  first  cen- 
turies af^  Christy  which  is  still  reserved 
to  the  church. 

'*  atiOb  That  this  test  Is  without  prejudice 
to  the  episcopal  govemmentof  this  nation- 
al churdi,  which  is  declared  by  the  1  act, 
2  sees.  1  parL  Charies  II.  to  be  most  agree- 
able to  the  word  of  Ood,  and  most  suitable 
to  monarchy,  and  which  his  majesty  (as 
upon  all  occasions  he  hath  declared)  will 
inviolably  and  unalterably  preserve  and 
dsAmd." 

This  sense  we  shall  afterwards  find  in- 
serted in  the  oounoii*s  act,  November  Sd, 
which  gave  it  all  the  authority  the  authors 
were  capable  to  give ;  but  it  still  remained 
a  doubt  with  many,  whether  their  decUtra- 
tion  could  alter  the  plain  sense  and  meaning 
of  words  and  phrases  already  fully  obvious 
and  plain;  and  so  neither  the  bishop's 
large  nor  short  paper  gave  satisihetion  to 
many  of  the  scruplers.  Some  indeed  were 
brought  over  by  forcible  measures,  and  per- 
sei^ution  I  give  but  one  instance  from  the 
records.  Mr  Andrew  Lumsden,  minister 
at  Duddingston,  November  32d,  is  libelled 
before  the  council,  in  that  not  only  he  hath 
refused  the  test*  but,  within  this  month  or 
thereby,  hath  publidy  and  privately  in- 
veighed against  it,  as  unlawful,  and  contra^ 
dictory :  that  in  0<^)Q^m  \uiX  oc  ^qsvb&mx  > 
in  a  sermon  Vie  ^TtniftdaXaiu^'^  %y^^^^* 
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lAfil  ''^*  ^^'  '^  ^^^^'  v>i«  ^9  to  the  oerely  swoar  it  to  be  founded  aponthe 
*  taBt,  adding,  ^  Yet  we  hare  ^  a  word  of  (iiod,  and  brinfr  up  my  childrea  ia 
stooe  that  i»  like  to  break  all  our  teeth,  that  laitb ;  which  in  some  pawn^'tn  m  d^ 
and  iutead  of  a  fish,  we  have  ^rotten  a  ser-  scure  and  donbtfnl ;  as  chap.  iii.  where  the 
pent  to  poison  at.  And  say  it  were  a  fish,  I  Confession  says,  '  that  the  ima^  of  God  b 
it  hath  such  bones,  and  so  many,  as  are  '  utterly  defaced  in  man ;'  and  chap.  xlx*. 
like  to  worry  us  all,  which  neither  we  nor  '  The  marks  of  the  true  cboreh,  the  power 
our  posterity  will  get  digested.*'  Whereby  of  expounding  the  controverted  sense  of 
he  has  depraved  and  misconstrued  his  ma-  scripture,  and  the  supreme  judge  of  eontro- 
jesty's  laws,  to  the  great  contempt  of  his  venues  in  the  church,  are  dulnous  and  dis- 
authority.  He  compeared,  and  the  libel ;  putable  things.'  In  which  some  things  hn 
being  referred  to  his  oath,  he  deponed,  that  j  contrary  to  the  doctrine  of  this  present 
by  these  words  be  did  not  mean  the  test ;  ■  diurch,  and  all  other  reformed  churches ; 
and  the  council  assoilied  him  from  the 
libel.    But  it  seems  he  did  not  escape  so 


as  cliap.  xxiii.,  where  the  confession  denies 
the  miuistcrs  of  ttie  popish  church  to  be 


well  at  his  ordinary  the  bishop  of  Edin-  j  true  miniaten  of  Christ ;  for  the  reformed 
burgh  his  hand;  for,  upon  his  not  taking  churches  never  re-ordained  popish  priests^ 
the  test,  his  church  is  declared  vacant.  All .  when  they  turned  protestants.  Chap.  xiv. 
I  know  of  the  matter  is,  that  December  the  Confession  denies  tliat  to  be  a  true 
6th,  *  Mr  Lumsden,  minister  at  Dudding^    church,  where    the    sacraments    are   not 


ston,  petitions  the  council  for  liberty  to 
take  the  test  from  his  ordinaiy  the  bishop 
of  Edinburgh,  when,  upon  his  delay,  his 
church  had  been  declared  vacant."  And 
the  council  are  pleased  to  allow  it  him,  and 
repone  him  to  his  church. 

Although  these  wholesome  severities 
M-aiited  not  their  effect,  yet  it  ninst  be 
owned,  to  the  credit  of  a  great  many  others 
uniong  the  cpiscopid  clergy,  that  upon  this 
occasion  they  made  the  best  appearance 
that  ever  they  did.  The  ministers  of  Aber- 
deen, as  if  the  test  had  really  been  as  chok- 
ing to  them  as  the  covenant  had  been  to 


rightly  administrated,  where  they  are  not 
administrated  in  the  elements  appointed  in 
the  word.  Whereas  the  Christian  churcliM 
do  not  unchurch  one  another,  because  of 
the  different  circumstances  in  administra- 
tion, because  some  use  pure  wine,  and 
some  wine  mixed  with  water ;  nor  did  the 
church  baptize  such  as  were  not  baptized 
with  water.  And  in  which  some  thii]<n 
are  contrary  to  the  test  itseU^  and  the 
sound  principles  of  protestants;  as  chap. 
XXV.  the  Confession  enjoins  obedience,  and 
paying  tribute  to  rulers,  only  conditionally, 
while  they  travel  vigilantly  in  the  exccu- 


some  of  the  doctors  who  were  before  them  ;  tiou  of  their  office;  and  chap.  xv.  the  Con- 
in  that  place,  and,  1  am  persuaded,  upon  far  i  fessiou  forbids  the  resisting  of  the  magis- 
better  grounds,  drew  up  some  arguments, '  trates,  only  conditionally,  while  they  ])aijs 
by  way  of  queries,  against  the  test,  which  .  not  over  the  bounds  of  tlieir  office ;  aud 
deserve  a  room  here.  chap  xxv.  He  that  resists  the  power,  doing 

'T/.^  ««•..-•  .*^..  /»><?  J  -r-  1  •  .'  :  that  M'hich  pertains  to  its  office,  resists  the 
Jhe  ministers  of  AbertUen  their  oltjections        ,.  i^,^   j         ,    ,  *       , 

'    .  .t    ^    J.  ordinance  of  uod ;  and  chap.  of  irood 

ugmnst  the  test,  ,  .^  •  j        i  ^    i         r 

I  works,  says,  it  is  a  good  work  to  bear  <lown 

«  When  ail  oath  is  of  the  strictest  obli-    tyranny.     I  think  such  a  confession  would 
gation,  and  must  be  taken  in  judgment,    learn  us  religion,  as  well  as  the   solemn 


truth,  and  righteomsness ;  and  when  con- 
silience is  the  most  tender  tiling  in  the 
world,  and  not  to  be  constrained,  I  cannot 


league  and  covenant, 

•*  2do.  How  can  I  swear  that  I  believe  thff 
king^s  majesty  to  be  the  only  supreme  go- 


but  inquire,  for  my  satisfaction,  ancnt  the  !  vernor  over  all  persons  and  in  all  ctausos? 

present  test,  and  desire  to  be  resolved.  |  vihen  the  forementioned  Confession  obliges 

^  "  Imo.   How  can  I  swear,  that  Confes-  ,  roe  to  believe  Jesus  Christ  to  be  the  only 

sion  of  Futh,  recorded  par.  1.  James  VI. ,  head  of  the  church.     And  when  I  believe 

to  be  the  true  standard  of  the  protestant  \  all  ecclesiastic  autliority  to  be  derived  from 

reliffiou,  and  the  rule  of  my  faith,  and  sin-  '  CVkn«^  a.\i^  uoX  ltom>&^cu\ax  princes ;  when 
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I  bflliefa  no  judge  on  earth  is  sapreme 
judge  in  error  or  lieresy,  albeit  they  can 
poniah  the  aame ;  and  when  I  believe  the 
king^a  power  to  be  comdatiye,  and  not  de- 
atruoCiTe  of  the  intrinsic  power  of  the 
diinnch*  I  aak  therefore,  whether  the 
king'a  aopreBiacy,  as  it  is  extended  by  the 
nc^  NoTember  16th,  1669,  doth  deprive 
the  Idik  of  her  intrinsic  power  ?  when  the 
diipoaal  of  the  external  goTemment,  in  all 
ecriesiastical  matters,  persons,  or  meetings, 
ia  put  in  his  majesty's  hand,  without  any 
rwtriotion,  distinction,  or  limitation,  by 
former  laws  or  customs,  all  acts,  laws,  cus- 
toms^ or  oonstitntions,  contrary  to  the  said 
sspremacy,  being  expressly  rescinded  and 
annnlled,  which  is  to  be  well  marked. 

**  Stio.  If  I  belicTe  the  present  established 
church  to  be  juris  divini  et  apostoHcij 
bow  can  I  swear  that  it  is  in  the  king's 
power  to  alter  or  change  the  same  ?  And 
if  it  be,  in  its  nature,  indifferent,  how  can 
I  swear  to  that  which  the  king  can  alter  at 
his  pleasure. 

**  4to.  How  can  I  swear  to  defend  the 
king^s  privileges  and  prerogatives,  until  I 
know  them,  and  consider  them,  if  they  be 
oonsiatent  with  the  principles  of  religion  ? 
And  if  acts  of  council,  founded  upon  the 
snpremac]^,  be  a  just  commentary  on  the 
king^s  supremacy,  perhaps  it  wiU  not  be 
foand  to  be  consistent  with  the  principles 
of  the  Christian  church. 

^  5ta  How  can  I  swear,  that  I  judge  it 
unlawful,  upon  any  pretest  whatsomevcr, 
to  enter  into  leagues  and  covenants,  with- 
out the  king's  express  license  and  consent, 
when  it  was  lawful  enough,  in  the  first  days 
of  Christianity,  to  enter  into  a  covenant 
with  Christ,  and  a  league  with  one  another, 
thoogh  not  to  cast  off  the  yoke  of  secular 
princes,  yet  to  cast  off  the  yoke  of  paganism, 
Judaism,  and  idolatry,  even  contrary  to  the 
express  commands  of  the  earthly  sove- 
reigiis.  And  put  the  case  of  avowed  and 
professed  popery  in  the  kingdom,  (which 
God  forbid)  would  it  be  unlawful  for  sub- 
jects^ widiout  tumult  or  force  of  arms,  to 
shake  off  the  Romish  yoke,  and  to  enter 
into  a  covenant  for  that  effect  ?  Will  not 
that  clause  in  the  test  condemn  our  refor- 
mation in  Scotland  ? 

**  6to.  Can  I  swear  sincerely,  that  I  judge 
.  ni. 


it  unlawful  for  subjects  to  convene  in  i  ao  i 
any  assemblies,  to  treat,  consult,  or 
determine,  in  any  matter  of  state,  dvil  or  ec- 
clesiastic, when  I  have  no  security  from  the 
test,  or  the  laws  of  the  Umd,  but  that  dauae 
may  comprehend  the  assembly  and  meet- 
ings for  the  worship  of  God,  and  the  or- 
dinary exercise  of  discipline?  especially 
when  all  ecclesiastical  meetings  are  put  in 
the  king's  hand,  by  the  act,  November  16th, 
1664,  and  all  acts,  clauses,  and  constitutions, 
civil  and  ecclesiastic,  to  the  contrary,  re- 
scinded and  annulled.  Can  I  condemn  it 
as  unlawful  to  meet  or  assemble  for  preach- 
ing the  gospel,  administrating  the  holy  sa- 
craments, or  exercising  church-discipline, 
unless  I  condemn  the  apostles  and  primitive 
Christians,  who  did  meet  for  such  purposes  ? 
Again,  if  the  license  which  we  enjoy  for 
meeting  for  (]iod's  worship,  and  the  exercise 
of  discipline,  according  to  our  reformed 
customs,  should  be,  in  process  of  time,  re- 
called, (which  God  forbid)  would  it  be 
unlawful  for  us  to  assemble  with  one  ano- 
ther, for  the  said  purposes  ? 

**  7mo.  Can  I  swear,  there  lieth  no  obliga- 
tion upon  me,  any  manner  of  way,  to  en- 
deavour any  change  or  alteration  in  the 
government  of  the  church  or  state,  as  it  is 
now  established  by  law  ?  For  if  there  be 
any  corruption  in  Uie  government,  or  admin- 
istration thereof,  may  I  not,  if  I  have 
opportunity,  advertise  his  majesty,  his  com- 
missioner, his  council,  or  some  of  his  court  ? 
May  I  not  desire  quietly  what  I  would  have 
reformed  ?  And  though  there  were  no  cor- 
ruptions at  present,  may  not  some  creep  in 
in  process  of  time,  and  may  not  I  in  the 
least  endeavour  to  reform  these,  though  I 
may  not  in  the  least  endeavour  any  altera- 
tion or  change  in  the  government  ?  It  must 
be  a  perfect  constitntion  that  needs  no  alter- 
ation in  any  of  the  least  circumstances; 
and  yet  a  clumge  in  some  circumstances,  is 
a  change:  yea,  the  confession  prescribed 
by  the  test,  chap  21.  teac^eth  me,  that  no 
policy  or  order  of  ceremonies  in  the  chursh, 
can  be  appointed  for  all  ages,  places,  aind 
times,  because  what  is  now  convenient  may 
prove  burdensome  at  another  time,  or  in 
other  circumstances.  May  I  not  pray  to  God 
Almighty  to  put  it  into  the  hearts  of  men 
to  reform  w\u9kl\«  AmVea*^  «j^^  -^^X-X^i  ^t%n^ 
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is  flome  sort  of  endearour.  What  if 
the  king's  power  in  national  sjimmU, 
by  act  of  parliament,  be  destructive  of  the 
true  church-power?  What  if  there  be 
something  in  the  act  of  restitation  of 
bishops,  to  be  amended  ? 

^  8vo.  I  ask,  if  there  be  no  more  in  this 
test,  than  in  the  acts  of  parliament  where- 
upon it  is  founded,  albeit  there  be  a  vast 
difference  betwixt  an  act  of  parliament  and 
an  oath;  and  though  it  be  said  there  is  no 
more  in  the  test  nor  in  former  oaths  ?  But 
in  act  8th,  pari.  king  James  VI.  and 

in  act  4th,  pari.  1.  Charles  II.  against  con- 
Tocating  and  assembling  the  king*s  lieges, 
^thout  his  license,  there  is  an  express 
clause  put,  (but  except  in  ordinary  judg- 
ments) now  this  considerable  clause  is  kept 
out  of  the  test,  which  should  be  well 
marked;  for  I  swear  by  it,  that  I  judge  it  i 
unlawful  to  convene  or  assemble  upon  any 
pretext  wliatsomever,  even  though  it  were 
to  worship  God  with  others.  Again,  in  the 
deckration,  act  5th,  sess.  2.  pari.  1.  Charles 
II.  these  words  are  mentioned,  *  There  lieth 
no  obligation  upon  me,  from  the  covenants, 
to  endeavour  reformation  ;*  but  the  test  adds 
'  any  manner  of  way,*  may  I  not  be  under 
some  obligation,  though  from  neither  of  the  | 
covenants?  And  though  I  be  under  no 
obligation  for  the  present,  may  I  not  be 
under  some  afterwards?  Again,  if  there 
be  no  more  in  this  test,  than  in  former 
oaths,  how  comes  it  to  pass,  tliat  the  test  is 
imposed  upon  them  who  took  the  declara- 
tu>n  and  oath  of  supremacy  formerly,  and 
upon  ministers  who  take  the  oath  of  supre- 
macy, and  canonical  obedience  at  their  en- 
try ?  To  all  this  may  be  added  tlie  evil  of 
imposiug  and  multiplying  of  oaths." 

Not  a  few  of  the  remarks  made  upon  the 
confession,  are  upon  such  ]>art8  of  it  as 
speak  forth  a  true  sense  of  liberty  in  our 
first  reformers,  and  discover  how  far  they 
were  from  that  absolute  slavery  the  passive 
obedience  gentlemen  since  set  up  for: 
9tither  can  I  say,  the  ministers  who  made 
these  objections,  were  all,  in  their  senti- 
ments opposite  to  the  confession,  since 
these  might  be  very  good  arguments  against 
ibe  test,  though  not  what  they  were  dis- 
SBtUded  with  in  the  confession,  since  they 
amde  a  /air  contrudiction  in  the  oath. 


Another  paper  was  handed  about, 
I  shall  likewise  insert  here,  as  oontaining, 
betides  some  of  the  former  aigusientit, 
some  more  reasonings  at  this  time»  which 
may  give  some  light  to  the  histoiry  of  the 
test  By  whom  it  was  writ,  I  know  not; 
it  may  be,  it  might  be  penned  by  some  nt 
the  episcopal  ministers  about  EdinbniTrb, 
who  stuck  at  this  o«th ;  but  of  this  I  an 
not  certain.    Its  title  is, 

Grounds  whereupon  some  conform  mini*- 
ters  senile  to  take  the  test. 

"  Imo.  Passing  by  the  danger  of  oatbi, 
when  pressed  so  generally,  men  of  the  lestt 
tenderness  ordinarily  swallow  them  tMtft 
easily,  and  make  small  conscience  of  obsenr- 
ing  them,  while  these  that  fear  oaths  are 
hardly  induced  to  take  them,  and  hy  their 
strict  observancre,  make  themselves  a  prey: 
we  think  it  strange,  that  this  oath  shooM 
be  enjoined  upon  us  who  cannot  rationally 
be  expected  to  incline  either  to  fanatirisn 
or  popery;  since,  by  our  subscriptions  to 
the  oaths  of  supremacy  and  canonical  obe- 
dience, we  liave  sufficiently  pur^ged  onr- 
selves  of  the  first ;  and,  by  confuting*  popish 
errors  daily  in  our  pulpits,  do  show  an  ut- 
ter abhorrence  of  the  other.  And  further, 
since  mainly  our  owning  of  episcopal  gov- 
ernment hath  begot,  and  still  increases  upon 
the  minds  of  our  people,  such  an  aversioii 
from,  and  dislike  of  us,  we  would  have  ex- 
pected, that  our  spiritual  Others  would  not 
have  exposed  us  to  so  great  loathing*  and 
contempt,  by  such  engagements;  which, 
although  it  should  be  granted  to  bo  cansc- 
less  and  unjust,  yet  we  should  think  onr- 
seives  bound  to  eschew  it,  that  our  ministrj 
may  be  the  more  taking  with  them,  since 
the  thing  pressed  upon  is  not  so  absolutely 
necessary,  nor  yet  so  evident  in  what  n 
asserted  for  truth,  as  may  encourage  us  to 
underly  these  prejudices :  and  finally,  since 
it  is  known,  that  the  abjuring  of  the  cove- 
nant did,  in  our  neighbonr  kiric,  hinder 
both  ministers  to  confonn,  and  people  to 
join  in  ordinances  dispensed  by  confor- 
mists, and  our  parliaments  have  hitherto 
shown  such  wise  moderation,  as  to  free  us 
from  the  declaration,  we  cannot  but  look 
ui^Tk  \V.  aa  «aA  axAltitaVtSSQax  vox  <dtuiich 
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■h««3d  mim  be  dariied  npoa  that  rock^ 
wkich  nuij  oeaurion  its  qplittiiig. 

*8do.  At  we  wish,  that  for  the  tup- 
priMJn^  the  growth  of  popery,  a  more  pai^ 
tioalar  tot  had  been  made  use  o(  even  for 
the  diaooTery  of  such  as  are  in  no  public 
tvmt;  80  we  cannot  but  regret,  that  this 
tmt  hftfth  been  to  framed,  as  to  divide  the 
sawid  aober  protestants  among  themselves, 
whereby  the  common  adversaries  are  gratis 
fied,  and  the  true  faith  endangered;  we 
being  persuaded  that  there  are  many  pres- 
byterians  in  this  kingdom,  gentlemen,  min- 
isters, and  others,  who  cannot  in  conscience 
take  the  test,  and  yet  do  daily  join,  and  are 
tmdf  to  join  with  us  in  ordinances :  we 
think  it  had  been  fitter  to  have  oonde- 
aoended  something  to  such,  for  gaining  of 
tbill^  than  to  put  such  a  bond  upon  them, 
vUoh  may  alienate  them,  and  weaken  us. 
Tlwt  Coniesuon  of  Faith,  recorded  in  the 
int  pariiament,  James  VL  hath  some 
things  in  i^  which  may  scar  people  from 
avcaring  to  it  without  limitation;  as  seo- 
tioa  15th,  it  asserts  these  to  be  evil  works, 
which  are  done  not  only  contra  hut  prtster 
wgrbum  DeL  Sect  S5th.  That  these  who 
naist  the  supreme  power,  doing  that  which 
appertains  to  its  cbai^  and  while  he  vigi- 
lantiy  tnyels  in  his  affiurs,  resists  the  ordin- 
wmot  of  Ood.  Which  clause  may  bear  an 
axolusive  sense,  especially  when  in  the  I5th 
M0taon,  it  is  redconed  among  good  works, 
to  suppress  tyranny.  Sect  IL  Jesus  Christ 
ia  aamted  to  be  the  only  head  and  lawgiver 
^  his  church,  and  it  is  blasphemy  for 
•Bigels  or  men,  to  intrude  themselves  into 
that  state  and  ofl&ce.  Sect  19th.  One  of 
tibe  sacraments,  popish  baptism,  is  denied  as 
taits  validity,  and  popish  priests  denied  to 
|i»  true  ministers.  Those  expressions,  if 
narrowly  scanned,  will  be  found  of  danger- 
ous consequence,  and  contradictory  to  some 
other  propositions  in  the  test  itself.  We 
far  our  people  may  look  upon  us  rather 
like  oountenanoers  and  encouragers  of  po- 
pny,  than  suppressors  thereof,  seeing,  by 
the  acty  we  are  obliged  to  delate  yearly,  in 
Oetober,  such  as  withdraw  from  our  mi- 
■iitfy,  that  they  may  be  punished  by  the 
fiivii  magistrate,  conform  to  law;  yet,  in 
the  same,  the  king^s  lawful  brother  and 
sons,  inpeTpeUaim  are  excepted  from  taking 


'  the  test^  and  consequently  to  be  left 
at  liberty  to  be  protestant  or  papist. 
And  what  bad  influence  the  example 
may  have  on  inferior  people^  may  be 
easily  apprehended;  and  our  taking  the 
test,  will  be  accounted  an  ^proving  of 
that  exemption,  which  will  be  the  more 
stumbling,  that  all  acts  formerly  made 
against  papists  were  made  without  any 
such  exemption ;  and  all  these  are  declared 
to  be  disloyal,  who  embrace  not  the  re- 
formed religion,  particularly  set  down  in 
the  47th  act,  parliament  3d,  James  VL 

"  3tio.  We  are  to  swear,  that  no  obliga* 
tion  lies  on  us  by  the  late  covenants^  or 
any  other  way,  to  endeavour  a  change  of 
government,  &c  where,  we  suppose,  that 
we  are  not  only  to  maintiun  monarchy,  but 
also,  as  the  laws  tie  us  to  this  present  go- 
vernment, and  to  the  present  line,  in  the 
nearest  of  kin  to  this  present  king,  although 
they  should  be  popish,  to  which  we  judge 
the  coronation  oath,  parliament  act  8th, 
James  VL  is  contradictory,  which  yet  is  a 
standing  unrepealed  law,  since  this  current 
parliament  hath  ratified  and  confirmed  all 
acts  made  in  favours  of  the  protestant  reli- 
gion, whereof  this  is  one ;  so  that  we  swear 
a  contradiction. 

'*  4to.  As  for  the  church-government  as 
it  is  now  established  by  law,  there  have 
not  been,  nor  are  yet  wanting  to  assert  a 
JUS  divinum  in  episcopacy ;  and  such  could 
not  in  conscience  take  this  oath,  seeing  the 
king,  by  virtue  of  his  prerogative  and  su- 
;  premacy,  is  empowered  by  law,  to  dispose 
of  the  external  government  and  policy  of 
the  church,  as  he  pleaseth. 

**  5to.  And  as  for  such  who  look  upon 
episcopal  government  as  indifl!erent  in  it- 
self, notwithstanding  the  submission  they 
give  to  it,  or  have  engaged  for,  they  can  as 
little  swear  on  these  terms :  for  why  should 
they  swear  never  to  alter  that  which  they 
judge  in  itself  alterable?  And  though  we 
have  engaged  to  obey  bishops,  we  ever 
wished,  that  they  might  be  settled  among 
us  in  a  way  more  suitable  to  the  primitive 
times,  viz.  that  their  number  might  be  in- 
creased, that  they  might  be  aUemnrly  called 
by  the  church,  and  liable  to  her  censure, 
for  their  doctrine,  life,  and  diUgence ;  that 
they  might  not  \^  voi^  Y>^»;gDDaiaK.A  t^^^ 
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dlfin  in  civil  affkin,  and  that  tynodt :  Likewise  the  syno^  aod  deifj  of  Perth 
1^1-  and  ]ureeb3rteriea  might  have  more !  fixed  upon  the  senae  whereia  thflf 
power  than  they  have  by  the  act  of  resti-  <  willing  to  take  the  tcat»  whioh  the 
totion.    Now  this  oath   ties  us  up  from  |  will  findin  the  note.t    No  reflections  need 
tmiking  a  remedy  in  these  things.  j  to  be  made  upon  them. 

"  6to.  The  power  given  by  the  pre- 1  This  stir  among  the  defgy  which  was 
sent  laws  to  the  king»  if  he  should  be  ;  new  and  unprecedented  in  any  thing  ibh 
popish,  will  be  very  prejudicial  to  the  pro-  [  posed  by  the  state,  made  the  managers  aboot 

testant  interest,  since^  by  act  1st,  parlia^   ■ 

ment  2d,  Charles  II.  he  may  not  only  die-   the  plain  and  genuine  eenee  of  the  words,  &c. 
poae  Of  the  external  government  of  the   ZS:^^^':,::^^^^  l«r  a.  It  doe.  „. 
church,  but  emit  such  acU  and  orders  to  |    ^  ^^^  ofDunkdd  and  dergy  of  Perth,  their 
ecdesiaatical  persons  and  meeUngs,  as  he  j  sense  of  the  Tea, 

thinks  meet.    In  which  case  it  is  easy  to  di-       Becanae  our  oonscienoea  require  the  pobliiUac 
yi...  what  «lTa»Uge  the  en«»ie.  of  .ur   ^J^^^X^^^  riSXi^ 

religion  will  have  for  the  overtunung  all.      to  awear  It  In  theae  glonee  which  men,  imchni- 

table  to  it,  and  enemiee  to  ua,  are  apt  to  put 
Hoc  Ithaats  vditf  et  moffno,  6fc,  upon  it ;  and  because  aoue  men  ill  aflectad  totbe 

goremment,  who  are  daily  broaehen  of  odious 

BoKide,  tho«»  paper.,  which  w»>t  not  ^XT^Vfi^^^JSi^ZIi:SiS!. 
abundance  of  strengtii  and  argument  m  clualona  from  the  alleged  ambiguity  of  ieae 
them,  which  were  much  handed  about,  the    propoaitiona  of  the  tes^  that  we  charitaUy  aod 

, .  ,  J  J    r  A 1 I  ^  J     ^  «    firmly  believe  were  never  intended  by  the  ib« 

bwhop  and  synod  of  Aberdeen  agreed  upon  |  p,^  „,^  received  by  the  ukera;  therefon  ta 

a  8€nse,  wherein  tliey  were  willing  to  take  '  satisfy  our  consciences,  and  to  save  our  eredU 

ti.,  X^.  which  I  have  «mex«l  below..    JXe^tSTt  ^s w  JrX'tLu?  r.  fXSS 

, meaning. 

I.  15y  taking  the  test  we  do  not  swear  la 

*  ffishiij>  and  tyn^d  of  jtberdeni  their  tenm  of       every  proposition  and  clause  contained  in  the 

the  Test,  '•  confession  of  faith,  but  only  to  the  true  protes- 

We  do  not  hereby  swear  to  all  the  particular  tant  religion  founded  on  the  word  of  Cod, 
assertions  and  expressions  of  the  Confession  of  j  contained  in  that  confession,  as  it  i«  opposed  to 
Faith  mentioned  In  the  test,  but  only  to  the    popery  and  fanaticism. 

tiniform    doctrine    of  the   reformed  churches       i.  By  swearing  the  ecclesiastical  supremacy, 
contained  therein.  '  we  swear  It  as  we  have  done  formerly,  without 

S.  We  do  not  hereby  prejudge  the  church's  any  reference  to  the  assertory  art.  \ve  also  re> 
right  to,  and  power  of  making  any  alteration  In  serve  entire  unto  the  church,  its  own  intrinsic 
the  said  CoDfession,  as  to  the  ambiguity  and  and  unalterable  power  of  the  keys  as  it  wss 
obeoure  expressions  thereof,  or  of  making  a  more  exercised  by  the  apostles,  and  the  pure  primitive 
unexceptionable  frame.  i  church  for  the  first  three  centuries. 

%  When  we  swear  that  the  king  Is  supreme  |  S.  By  swearing  that  It  is  unlawful  to  convu- 
govemor  over  all  potnus,  and  in  all  causes,  as  catr.,  convene  or  assemble  In  any  ooducII,  cnii> 
well  ecclesiastic  as  civil,  and  when  we  swear  to  |  ventions  or  a.«sembUes,  to  treat,  consult,  &c.  In 
assert  and  defend  all  his  majesty's  rights  and  ;  any  matter  of  state,  civil  or  ecclesiastic,  as  we 
prerogatives,  thin  is  reserving  alway^  the  intrin-  '  do  not  evacuate  our  natural  liberty,  whereby  we 
■Ic  unalterable  power  of  the  church  immediately  !  are  in  freedom  innocently,  without  reflection 
derived  from  Jesus  Christ,  to  wit,  the  power  of '  upon,  or  der<^ting  to  authority,  or  persons  in- 
the  keys,  consisting  in  the  preaching  of  the  word,  >  trusted  with  it,  to  discourse  on  any  occasional 
administration  of  the  sacraments,  ordaining  ofj  meeting  of  these  things;  so  we  exclude  not  those 
pastors,  exercise  of  discipline,  and  holding  of  |  other  meetings  which  are  necessary  for  the  well- 
Kuch  assemblies  as  are  necessary  for  preservation  j  being  and  discipline  of  the  church, 
of  peace  and  unity,  truth  and  purity  In  the:  4.  By  our  Hwearlng  it  unlawful  to  endeavoar 
irhuroh ;  and  withal,  we  do  hereby  think,  that  i  any  change  or  alteration  in  the  government 
the  king  has  a  power  to  alter  the  government  of  either  of  church  or  state,  we  mean,  that  it  Is  un- 
thfl  church  at  his  pleasure.  1  lawful  for  us  to  endeavour  the  alteration  of  tlie 

4.  When  we  swear  that  it  is  unlawful  fur  specific  government  of  monarchy  In  the  true  and 
subjects  to  meet  or  convene,  to  treat  or  consult,  lineal  descent,  and  epiimopaoy. 
&c  about  matters  of  state  civil  or  ecclesiaAtie^  \  5.  When  we  swear  In  the  genuine  and  literal 
this  is  excepting  meetings  for  ordination,  public  sense,  Sec  we  understand  it  w  far  as  it  is  not 
worship,  and  di!»cipline,  and  such  meetings  as  are  opposite  or  contradictory  to  the  foresaid  excep- 
pmiBWry  for  the  conservation  of  the  church,  and  tions. 
trtie  protettant  religion.  'Iliey  were  allowed  to  insert,  af^er  the  oath, 

a.  When  we  swear  there  lies  no  obligation  on    before  their  subscript  inns,  these  words,  or  to  this 

us,  &U.  to  endeavour  any  change  or  alteration  in  ;  purpose:    we  underwritten  do  take  this  oath 

goromment  either  in  church  or  state,  we  mean  i  according  to  the  explanation  made  by  the  roun- 

fy  mrme,  or  any  udlthuM  way.  \  cW,  avvt<^^«'^  ^^  ^^^  tckt^Ve&tY**  li^tter,  and  wc 

^.    ^Vheil  we  iwenr  that  we  lake  the  test  \n\  iiec\ttx«  wt  vcve  \\«  luT\\\«t  \«.\wA>»^  ^>afM»S^ 
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Bdfaibui^b  begin  to  reflect  a  little,  and  to 
Miile  up  a  deelaration,  and  act  explanatory 
Mist  thep  test,  whieh  is  jmt  nuide  op  o( 
Iwl  afaott  paper  before  insert,  said  to  be 
Irawn  by  bishop  Paterson.  I  bave  insert  in 
favnotee.*  The  act  is  passed  by  the  conn- 
9;;  ■  Norember  3d,  and  upon  the  lAth  of 
be  mnk€  month,  the  king,  by  his  letter,  ap- 
Tortm  of  it  upon  the  desire  of  the  coundL 
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•  Act  of  council,  November  8J,  exjtlaining 
the  Test, 

Forssmuch  at  some  have  entertained  Jealoaaiee 
sd  fMjodlces  acainiit  the  oatb  and  teit,  appointed 
» M  ttdcen  hj  ul  persona  in  public  tnut,  dTfl, 
^slaatic,  or  military,  in  this  kingdom,  by  the 
^Ih  act  of  hia  majesty's  third  parUameut,  aa  if 
kMCeby  thay  were  to  swear  to  ereiT  proposition 
f''eUitae  in  the  Confession  of  Faith  therein 
MMloned,  or  that  inTsaion  were  made  thereby 
pMft  ttie  intrinsic  spiritual  power  of  the  eharcb, 
rtewer  of  the  keys,  or  as  if  the  preaent  epis- 
Mu'niTeniment  of  this  national  church  by  law 
ittblnhed,  were  thereby  exposed  to  tlie  hazard 
r  tf  taratioa  or  snhTersfon ;  all  of  which  are  for 
tei  the  Intention  and  design  of  the  parliamiait*s 
mriafn^  this  oath,  and  from  the  genuine  sense 
MBie^ng  thereof :  therefore  his  royal  hlgh- 
■ii  bis  mijesty's  high  commissioner,  and  lords 
r  privy  council,  do  allow,  authorize,  and  em- 
nVer  the  archbishops  and  bishops  to  administer 
lis  oath  and  test  to  the  ministers  and  clergy  in 
lefr  respective  dioceses,  in  this  express  sense, 
iltt  jdiough  the  Confession  of  Faith,  ratified  in 
Miament,  one  thousand  Ave  hundred  dxty  and 
rvsD,  was  framed  in  the  infancy  of  our  refor- 
dtk«|,  and  deserves  its  due  praises,  yet  by  the 
mt'  we  do  not  swear  to  every  proposition  or 
aaum.  therein  contained,  but  only  to  the  true 
roficstaiit  religion,  founded  on  the  word  of  God, 
MK^ned  In  that  confession,  as  it  is  opposed  to 
apery  and  ftnatlcism.  Secondly.  That  by  the 
■1^  or  aiiT  clause  therein  contained,  no  invasion 
r  encroachment  is  made,  or  intended  upon  the 
itirlnsic  spiritual  power  of  the  church,  or  power 
r  ibe  keys,  as  it  was  exerced  by  the  apostles, 
BQ  |be  most  pure  and  primitive  church  in  the 
rst  Uirse  centuries  after  Christ,  and  which  is 
iffl  reserved  entirdy  to  the  church.  Thirdly. 
fiat  the  oath  and  test  is  without  any  prejudice  | 
»,'tlie  episoopBl  government  of  this  national 
b&eh,  which  is  declared  by  the  first  act  of  the 
MOod  session'  of  his  majesty's  first  parliament, 
I  ^  most  agreMble  to  the  word  of  God,  and 
ifftt  auitable  to  monarchy,  and  which  upon  all 
sowfons  his  majesty  hath  declared,  he  will  in* 
iMably  and  unalterably  preserve:  and  ap- 
i^ts  the  archbishops  and  bishops  to  require 
wt  ministers  in  their  respective  dioceses,  with 
lifl  first  conveniency,  to  ooey  the  law,  in  swear- 
icand  subscribing  the  foresaid  oath  and  test ; 
rub,  certification,  tliat  the  refusers  shall  be 
tHiinaied  persons  disaffected  to  the  protestant 
eligkHi,  and  to  his  majesty's  govemment,  and 
batthe  punishment  appointed  by  the  foresaid 
ixlb  act  of  his  majesty  s  third  parliament  sliaU 
a  ipipartiaily,  anil  without  delay,  inflicted  upon 
ban.  Extracted  forth  of  tlia  records  of  privy 
MIDCil/  b,F 

Williaw  Patenon,  d.  btcr,  concilii. 


His  letter  fellows  beloir.f  How 
fitf  this  explioation  in  oouisteAt 
with  the  plain  and  natnnd  meining  of  the 
words,  will  appear  by  compariii^  it  with  the 
oath.  To  an  unbiassed  persoli  the  oontnriety 
of  the  two  will  yery  soonappear.  Tbefinit 
article  of  the  explication  perfectly  otertnms 
tile  Confession  of  Faith,  and  opens  a  door  to 
papists  to  take  the  test,  since  it  declares,  that 
every  clause  therrin  is  not  sworn  to ;  and, 
no  doabt,  there  are  some  propositions  in  the 
confession,  even  a  papist  wUl  make  no 
scruple  about  The  second  and  tiiird  arti- 
cles take  off  the  difficulties  of  the  highflying 
prelatists,  but  no  care  is  taken  of  tbe 
moderate  sort :  but  after  all,  this  explication 


f  Kin^t  a/Jirrobation  of  it,  November  i5th,  1661. 

CUAkLKS  fL 

Most  dear  and  most  eatirely  beloved  brother, 
right  trusty  and  well  beloved  cousins  and  coun- 
sellors, right  tmstr  and  well  bdofved  coonsellors, 
and  trusty  and  well  betored  ooaaooUota,  we  gvset 
you  well.  Whereas  by  one  of  your  letters  di- 
rected unto  ns,  lyearing  date  the  eighth  Instant, 
we  do  find  that  some  Mvingenlertahied  acruplea 
and  prejudices  against  the  test,  by  mistaking  the 
true  sense  and  meaning  thereof,  and  othei's 
having  put  false  and  nnijast  glosMS  and  senses 
upon  It,  tending  to  defeat  ita  excellent  deaign  for 
the  security  of  our  government ;  and  that  upon 
this  account  you  found  it  necessary,  by  an  act 
of  that  our  council  (which  we  have  seen)  to  de- 
clare its  true  and  genuine  aenae,  and  to  aUow 
and  empower  the  bishops  to  admiaister  the  aaoko 
in  this  sense  to  the  clergy  in  their  respective 
dioceses ;  we  are  so  well  pleased  with  that  ex- 
planatory act,  that  we  will  not  delay  to  send  you 
our  cheerful  approlwtlon  thereof,  with  our 
hearty  thanlis  for  your  zeal  in  oar  aervioa  upon 
all  occasions,  espwially  in  what  rslatea  to  the 
security  of  the  persons,  rights^  interesta  and 
privilfgesof  our  orthodox  clergy,  which  we  do 
now  (as  we  have  often  done  before)  in  a  particu- 
lar manner  recommend  to  your  care,  aa  a  matter 
wherein  you  may  render  unto  na  the  most 
acceptable  servlcee ;  and  therefinra  we  do  expect, 
that  you  will  upon  all  fit  oroasiona  give  them 
all  possible  encouragement,  aa  these  whom  ¥nB 
have  reoeivedp  and  will  constantly  shelter  under 
our  royal  protection,  against  all  their  euemlea. 
So  we  bid  you  heartily  £ireweU. 

Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehall,  the  fifteeatli 
day  of  November,  one  thousand  six  huadred 
eighty  and  one,  and  of  our  reign  the  tliirty 
third  year. 

By  hia  majesty's  cammandf 
MuaaAT. 

Dhreeted  thui^ 
To  onr  most  dear,  and  moat  entirely  beloved 
brother,  our  right  trusty  and  well  beloved 
cousins  and  oounsellora,  our  right  trusty 
and  well  beloved  counaellora,  and  our  trnaty 
and  well  beloved  counsellors,  James  dukr.  of 
Albany  an<\  Xork,  wn  Yfttfa  tawawiNioWsftwiT^ 
and  the  \ord«  oC  «akc  v^Xi^f  caosik^  <A  <(rax 
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not  hwDg  from  the  impoflen  d  the 

'  oath,  it  mmy  be  well  questioned  if 

it  was  of  any  weight  at  all ;  and  erea  the 

imposers  can  never  explain  away  the  phnn 

sense  and  meaning  of  the  words. 

Nerertheless  the  bulk  of  the  episcopal 
dargy  went  into  this  oath  very  g^bly,  which 
evidmtly  discovers  what  a  set  of  men  they 
were,  and  none  of  the  bishops  I  hear  iS 
stood  ont.  Indeed  several  of  the  best  of  the 
inferior  clergy  would  never  take  it,  after  all 
the  explications  could  be  given.  The 
reverend  BAr  George  Meldram,  then  tniniiyfatr 
at  Aberdeen,  abundantly  known  by  his 
universal  usefuhicss  in  this  church,  since  the 
revolution;  the  learned*  and  pious  Mr 
Laurence  Charters,  and  many  others  were 
of  this  sort,  and  left  their  charges.  And 
some  who  swallowed  this  oath,  ere  they 
got  off  the  stagey  had  bitter  and  sorrowftil 
reflectious  upon  this  step^  I  could  name 
•everals;  but  the  instance  of  the  veiy  learned 
and  pious  Mr  John  Menzies,  professor  of 
divinity  at  Aberdeen,  so  well  known  by  his 
excellent  writings  against  the  papists  and 
quakers,  made  the  greatest  noise.  He  died 
some  time  after  he  had  taken  the  test,  of  a 
lingering  distemper,  and  I  am  told  that  great 
man  never  bad  any  health  almost  after  his 
complying  with  this  oath ;  yea,  his  reflec- 
tions upon  the  evil  of  it,  led  him  up  to  see 
the  sinfulness  of  his  complying  with  pre- 
lacy, and  joiniog  so  long  in  the  course  of 
this  church's  defection  from  our  reformation; 
and  I  suppose  it  will  be  acceptable  to  the 
reader  to  have  this  great  man's  sense  of  the 
methods  he  had  been  engaged  in,  which  I 
insert  here  from  a  paper  before  me,  writ  by 
the  reverend  miuiitter  to  whom  he  com- 
municated his  distress  of  mind,  and  whom 


*  "  About  80  of  the  most  learned  and  pious  of 
their  clerfj^,  left  all  rather  than  comply  with 
tbt  terras  of  this  law,  and  these  were  noted 
to  be  the  best  preachers  and  the  most  zealous 
enemies  to  popery,  that  belonged  to  that  church. 
The  bishops  treated  them  with  much  contempt, 
and  pat  them  to  many  hardships.  Most  of 
them  were  formed  by  Cbarteris,  who  was  al- 
ways an  enemy  to  tests,  that  must  be  signed  and 
sworn  by  such  as  are  admitted  to  serve  in  the 
church.  He  had  been  for  some  years  dirinlty 
professor  at  Edinburgh,  where  he  formed  the 
miads  of  many  of  the  young  clergy,  both  to  an 
exeelhnt  temper,  utd  to  a  set  of  very  good 
piindpIea.'^—barDet,  vol.  1.  p.  290.— iTd. 


\ 


he  ordered  to  propale  and  make  it  known. 
The  person  Mr  Meniies  nsed  fMeedom  with, 
was  the  reverend  Bfr  Mitchel  miuistsr  at 
Lumphanan,  his  brother-ip-Jaw,  who  ws 
forced  to  leave  his  charge  fornot  taking  the 
test  To  him  Mr  Meniies  fuUy  opened  hii 
mind,  when  upon  his  death-bed,  aevcml 
weeks  before  his  death.  The  first  time  ht 
disckMed  his  trouble,  he  told  him,  "^  tbil  bt 
was  much  troubled  in  spirit,  and  under 
great  perplexities  for  a  course  of  defectisn 
he  had  been  guilty  of  throngbonC  hia  hie; 
particularly,  that  before  the  restoration  bs 
had  declined  to  independency,  and  esponstd 
some  of  theur  principles,  wldch  he  dechiPid 
was  heavy  to  him  now,  since  that  was  bk 
first  breach  of  covenant  But  alaa!  addei 
he^  I  stopped  not  there,  so  dangeroos  ii  it 
to  loose  the  least  buckle  in  the  mattem  sf 
Gk>d,  for  after  that  I  had  received  a  ps^ 
from  bishop  Mitchel,  bishop  of  Abeids#a« 
and  went  into  all  the  measures  he  propMsd 
towards  a  compliance  with  epiaoopaoj,  I 
subscribed  the  paper,  as  the  bishop  prMsi 
me,  relative  to  my  canonical  obedienees 
and  to  crown  all  my  defection,  I  took  tbs 
testy  which  is  so  contrary  to  the  covenai^ 
that  notwithstanding  all  the  fidr  glosses  pat 
upon  it,  I  find  it  now  contradictory  thsi^ 
unto.  Here  he  cried  out,  that  it  was  a 
heinous  aggravation  of  his  sin,  that  a  nas 
of  his  knowledge  and  experience  shoaU 
have  meddled  with  contradictory  oaths: 
adding,  that  he  found  himself  obliged  to  nsi 
this  freedom  with  Mr  Mitchel,  for  tha 
exoneration  of  his  own  conscience,  and  heang 
desirous  to  leave  a  testimony  in  his  hand% 
against  his  former  defections,  which  be 
desired  him  to  manage  with  secrecy  sa^ 
prudence  after  he  was  dead.*'  Some  days 
after,  he  again  called  Mr  Mitchel,  and 
''grievously  complained  of  the  heinousnesi 
of  his  sins,  and  the  constant  uneasiness  sf 
his  spirit ;  adding,  that  he  could  get  no  rsitt 
until  he  took  off  the  former  restriction  hf 
had  laid  upon  Mr  Mitchel,  willing  hia. 
now  to  make  no  secret  of  what  he  had  tsU 
him,  but  to  show  it  to  as  many  as  dedred  to 
know  it,  or  might  be  edified  by  it*'  How^ 
ever,  Mr  Mitchel  published  it  not  as  yet,  bat 
to  some  few  friends,  in  order  to  their  deeper 
sympathy  with  his  brother  under  distresa 
^T^ctkixc^YDk  VlV^  c«a:^«Tsation  came  ire- 
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yMoftij  over  the  Bcriptare,  "strait  it  the 
pte^  juid  narrow  is  the  way,  &c"  which, 
be  aaid,  he  found  now  to  he  true  in  his  sad 
experieuce.  He  declined  to  communicate 
Us  aonl  tronhle  to  his  colleagues  in  Aber- 
ben,  because,  except  Mr  Bfeldrum,  who  by 
Ifaia  time  had  left  his  charge,  they  had  all 
Idken  the  test :  but  he  added,  they  are  not 
Ml  guilty  as  I,  not  haying  taken  the  coTe- 
wnt  before.  Kmther  would  he  impart  his 
■ind  to  his  sons-in-law,  or  any  of  his 
muds,  lest  they  should  mistake  him,  and 
pprebend  he  was  crazed  in  his  judgment. 
tie  farther  told  Mr  Mitchel,  **  that  now  he 
mA  no  satisfaction  in  any  of  his  labours,  ex- 
i$ft  those  of  his  younger  years,  wherein  he 
riilked  more  closely  with  God,  according 
D  his  ooTenant  engagements ;  adding,  that 
ken  it  was  he  was  most  sensible  of  the 
Mne  presence  with  him,  but  that  he 
tttited  to  none  of  his  labours,  but  to  the 
ieiiUi  of  Jesus  Christ  allenarly."  Some- 
imcs  in  his  greatest  agonies  he  expressed 
to  liope  of  salvation  througb  Christ,  sub- 
]ffaiiiig>,  that  be  hoped  to  be  saved,  but  so 
r  by  fire,  which  he  himself  explained  to  be 
pfth  the  greatest  difficulty.  He  frequently 
khorted  those  about  him  by  times,  to  lay 
llralion  to  heart  before  they  come  to  a 
ick-bed,  and  gave  many  other  seasonable 
M  savoury  advices  to  such  as  were  with 
ilii.  And  a  little  before  his  death,  he 
Anowledged  to  Mr  Mitchel,  that  ''he  had 
So  long  stuck  upon  the  point  of  self-repu- 
ttton,  in  not  disclosing  his  mind  sooner, 
ifd  in  not  giving  him  a  fuller  freedom  to 
t||ra^e  it,  than  he  had  done  at  first :  but 
ovr  he  was  persuaded  firmly,  that  if  he  did 
m  deny  himself  in  that  and  all  other 

'/A 

OuitSy  he  could  be  none  of  Christ's  dis- 
iplea.  And  so  again  gave  him  full  free- 
om,  as  above,  to  impart  his  sorrowful  re- 
■ntation  of  the  tes^  and  his  other  defec- 
ijps  to  whom  he  pleased."  Mr  ACtchel 
jffind  to  know,  ''in  what  terms  he  should 
■yppct  his  sorrow  of  his  taking  the  test, 
^.answered,  he  would  have  him  to  signi- 
f^fiiBt  he  repented  of  his  taking  the  test, 
tjd  was  grieved  therefore,  and  if  it  were  to 
lo^Jio  would  not  do  it  And  this,  added 
ifl^  I  declare,  with  a  protestation  of  my 
oyalty,  and  that  I  do  not  this  from  any 
editioua  principle,  but  aaly  to  exoner  my 
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consdenoe."  This  is  the  sum  of 
Mr  Menzies'  conferences  with  Mr 
Mitdiel,  taken  off  the  original  oopy  writ  by 
Mr  Mitchel  that  day  when  Mr  Mcniiica  was 
interred,  which  discovers  how  heavy  tliis 
self-contradicting  test  was  to  this  excel- 
lent person,  when  under  the  views  of  eter- 
nity. I  am  well  informed  also,  that  Mr 
Menaies,  when  near  his  end,  declared,  he 
longed  for  one  other  opportunity  to  be  in 
the  pulpit  of  Aberdeen,  where,  he  said,  he 
would  openly  own  the  evil  of  those  courses 
he  had  been  engaged  in,  and  publicly  bear 
his  testimony  against  them;  and  indeed 
prelacy,  and  his  conformity  to  it,  was  ex- 
ceeding burdensome  to  his  spirit.  How- 
ever, his  passage  into  eternity  was  safe,  and 
he  wanted  not  peace  in  believing,  though 
joy  was  not  his  attainment,  until  he  entered 
to  the  joy  of  his  Lord,  which,  no  doubt, 
made  his  entrance  into  it  doubly  sweet  to 
him.  This  great  and  good  man  died  at 
Aberdeen,  Friday,  February  1st,  1684,  and 
Mr  Mitchel,  February  4th,  wrote  the  narra- 
tive from  whence  I  have  given  what  is  above. 
I  would  reckon  it  a  piece  of  justice  to 
those  good  men  of  the  conibrmbt  clergy, 
who  suffered  upon  the  account  of  the  test, 
to  insert  their  names  here,  but  I  can  only 
give  those  of  them  whom  I  meet  with  in 
the  registers,  and  shall  here  insert  what  I 
meet  with  as  to  them  this  year.  Some  few 
others  will  come  in  upon  the  following 
year;  but  I  know  there  were  many  re- 
cusants that  are  not  noticed  in  the  registers. 
November  10th,  Mr  Robert  Eliot  minister 
at  Alasuden,  and  minister  at 

Lumslay,  are  cited  in  before  the  council 
for  dissuading  the  magistrates  of  Peebles 
from  taking  tbe  test  I  find  no  more  about 
them.  They  and  many  others^  I  suppose, 
were  before  the  committee  of  public  affairs, 
of  whose  proceedings  there  is  no  account, 
but  in  their  reports  to  the  council,  which 
are  now  but  rare.  That  same  day  a  letter 
is  writ  to  the  earl  of  Tweeddale,  to  present 
a  minister  to  the  kirk  of  Newbottle,  in 
room  of  Mr  Archibald  Douglas,  who  re- 
fuses the  teat,  and  another  to  Sir  John 
Clark  of  Penny-cuik,  to  present  one  to  the 
kirk  of  Penny-cuik,  in  room  of  Mr  William 
Hamilton,  who  TefuadOoi  ^A  «pa^«  \>^ 
cember  Ist,  tVie  councSV^  cotk<a.^c?ra%  ^CgaX 
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there  are  seYenil  aired  and  mfirm 

ififil 

miniaten,  who  live  at  a  great  dia- 

taiice»  or  cannot  at  this  aeaaon  come  in  to 
their  reapectire  hiahopa,  to  take  the  teat,  do  ' 
authorise  the  biahopa  to  appoint  fit  peraona  I 
to  admiuiatrate  it  to  them;  and  appoint  \ 
the  moderators  of  the  several  preabyteriea  : 
to  admimatrate  the  test  to  the  adiooknasters 
and  chaplains^  in  their  respective  presbj- 
rial  meetings.  The  dean  of  the  Isles  is  to 
assist  the  bishop  in  administrating  the  test  to 
that  diocese.  At  length  the  council  come  to 
free  themselves  of  the  trouble  of  recusant 
ministers,  and  roll  the  matter  over  upon  pa- 
trons, by  their  act  December  22d.  **  His  royal 
highness  and  the  lords  of  privy  council,  con- 
sidering that  several  ministers  do  unduti- 
fully  refuse  to  swear  and  subscribe  the  test, 
do  hereby  require  the  respective  patrons  of 
the  churches  possessed  by  such  ministers, 
B5  do  or  shall  refuae  to  obey  the  law  in 
taking  the  test,  to  present  fit  and  qualified 
persons  to  the  said  churches,  immediately 
after  the  first  of  January  next  to  come,  as 
they  would  testify  their  good  afiToctiou  to 
his  majesty's  government,  certifying  all 
such  patrons  as  shall  delay  to  present  as 
aforesaid,  tliat  they  shall  bo  esteemed  per- 
sons disaffected  to  his  majesty's  service  and 
government,  and  shall  be  proceeded  against 
as  accords,  and  appoint  the  lords,  arch- 
bishops, and  bishops,  to  intimate  these  pre- 
sents to  the  respective  patrons  in  their 
dioceses,  with  the  first  opportunity." 

Thus  I  have  given  all  the  accounts  come 
to  my  hand,  of  the  episcopal  clergy's  car- 
riage as  to  the  test,  and  it  was  the  occasion 
of  a  vast  deal  of  trouble  to  many  others. 
That  good  and  great  man  and  lawyer,  pre- 
sident Stair,  was  obliged,  for  his  refusing 
it,  to  retire,  and  take  on  a  voluntary  ban- 
ishment until  the  revolution.  We  shall 
hear  more  of  him  in  the  following  part  of 
this  history ;  and  the  earl  of  Aisle's  per- 
secution upon  this  score  deserves  a  room 
by  itself,  and  I  come  now  to  it 

SECT.  vir. 

Of  the  trial  of  the  noble  earl  of  ArgylCy 
for  his  explication  of  the  test;  his  seth- 
tence  and  escape  in  December  this  year. 

The  case  and  trial  of  the  earl  of  Argy\e  *va 


already  in  print,  but  it  is  in  the  hands  of 
so  few,  and  the  matter  of  it  relateth  lo 
much  to  the  subject  of  thia  history,  aad 
the  sentence  now  pronounced  being  after- 
wards made  the  sole  foundation  of  the 
death  and  martyrdom  of  this  noble  lord,  su 
abstract  and  short  state  of  this  affair,  with 
the  most  important  of  the  papers  relative 
thereunto,  will  not,  I  hope,  be  unacceptiUe 
to  the  reader.  This  process  was  perfectly 
singular  and  unprecedented;  it  surprised 
all  sober  persons  exceedingly,  and  was  evi- 
dently pushed  on  againat  law  and  eqoitj 
by  the  rancour  and  pique  of  the  duke  of 
York  and  his  underlings,  upon  the  acooant 
of  the  earl's  vigorous  and  yet  cautious  sp* 
pearances  for  the  security  of  the  protestant 
religion  in  the  event  of  the  accession  of  s 
papist  to  the  throne.  I  may  term  it  an 
epitome  of  the  righteousness  of  this  period, 
and  a  specimen  of  what  protestants  are  to 
expect  from  a  popish  government.  And  if 
such  terrible  stretches  were  made  against  a 
person  of  such  quality  and  sense,  we  may 
easily  believe  very  little  care  was  takeo 
how  the  managers  dealt  with  persons  of 
meaner  stations. 

Before  I  enter  upon  the  particular  ac- 
count of  the  earl's  trial  and  trouble  at  thui 
time,  it  may  not  be  unfit  to  observe,  that 
he  was  not  the  only  person  who  had  diffi- 
culties upon  the  test,  as  we  have  seen  in 
the  preceding  section.  It  is  pl^n,  then, 
the  managers  had  other  views  in  this  se- 
vere prosecution  raised  against  him,  though 
his  natural  and  modest  declaration  as  to 
the  test,  was  the  great  thing  insisted  upon. 
It  was  now  the  common  method  to  palUale 
oppression  in  civil  matters,  by  open  tramp- 
ling upon  conscience.  And  this  excellent 
person  was  designed  to  be  a  sacrifice  to  the 
duko  and  the  papists,  and  behoved  to  he 
taken  out  of  the  way  as  one  of  the  eminent 
bulwarks  of  the  reformation  and  the  na- 
tion's liberty.  Indeed  no  instance  in  this 
period  does  in  a  more  sensible  manner  ex- 
pose the  tyranny  of  the  administration,  and 
the  spite  of  the  managers  againat  the  pro- 
testant religion,  than  their  usage  of  this 
noble  peer.  He  was  the  representative  of 
one  of  the  most  ancient  and  most  potent 
families  in  Scotland.  In  his  youth  he  had 
^o\ic  t^mwV^XAi^  ^T\\ccs  to  the  crown, 
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a^niit  tlie  usurper  and  his  adherents;  he ;  reasonable  persons, and  nonopes  al- 
had  fidthfuUy  served  the  king  for  twenty  I  mostcould  be  entertained  they  w^onld 
years  in  many  of  the  most  remarkable  sta-    carry  iu  parliament,  the  lords  of  the  artideK 


tiona  in  the  kingdom ;  and  now,  by  reason 
of  the  offices  he  held, ,  was  comprehended 
in  the  test  act,  but  could  not  swear  never 


mostiniquitously  went  into  the  proposal  of  a 
committee  to  be  named  by  parliament,  with 
a  parliamcutary  power  to  determine  what 


to  resist  or  attempt  any  alteration  of  the  !  controversies  might  arise  anent  any  of  the 


present  despotic  government,  and  cruel 
hierarchy.  He  was  most  willing  to  swear 
allegiance  to  the  king;  and  yet  for  the 


earl's  rights.  This  was  not  only  unpre- 
cedented, but  illegal,  and  when  it  was 
tabled  before  the  parliament,  the  iniquity 


reasonable   and  conscientious   explication  .  and  hardship  not  only  to  t&  earl,  but  all 


we  shall  just  now  hear  of,  he  was  found 
guilty  of  high  treason,  his  blood  tainted, 
his  fiunily  declared  ignoble,  his  estate  for- 
feited, his  honour  extinguished,  and  him- 
self was  condemned  to  die  as  a  traitor,  and 
did  die  upon  this  very  score  some  years 
after  this. 

To  come  more  directly  to  the  story  of 
the  earl's  trial,  the  reader  would  know, 
that  upon  the  first  gallant  stand,  before  no- 
ticed, which  this  noble  person  made  in 
|Mrliament,  to  the  plot  he  saw  forming 
wder  the  duke  of  York,  against  all  that 
could  be  valuable  to  Scotsmen,  the  com- 
missioner gave  him  an  innuendo,  by  way 
of  threatening,  to  look  to  himself.  And 
there  was  ground  for  this;  evil  was  de- 
signed against  the  earl,  and  a  storm  form- 
ing upon  the  account  of  his  honesty  in  the 


the  lieges,  was  so  fully  opened,  that  the 
duke  of  York  put  a  stop  to  the  proposal, 
and  pretended  it  was  his  unarquaintedness 
with  Soots  forms  and  laws,  which  made 
him  at  all  give  into  it 

After  the  parliament  was  up,  a  design 
was  formed  to  procure  a  commission  from 
the  king  to  inquire  into  the  earl's  rights, 
with  power  to  deprive  him  of  his  heritable 
offices,  and  to  burden  his  estate  with  more 
than  it  was  really  worth.  The  earl  took 
pMus  to  inform  the  duke  how  unreasonable 
this  was,  when  the  law  was  open  in  its 
ordinary  course,  and  how  injurious  to  him 
and  others  a  commission  of  this  nature 
would  be ;  but  all  he  could  bring  the  duke 
to,  was  a  liberty  to  go  to  the  country,  and 
bring  in  his  rights  and  other  papers  relative 
to  the  things  in  debate.     Meanwhile  the 


parliament.  Ere  long  two  bills  were  given  earl  wrote  to  secretary  Murray  for  liberty 
into  the  lords  of  the  articles,  which  con- 1  to  come  up  to  court,  and  wait  upon  the 
cemed  him  pretty  nearly.  The  earl  of  j  king,  which  was  at  first  most  readily 
Enrol  gave  in  a  claim  for  a  vast  sum,  for  :  granted  him ;  but  afterwards,  when  he 
wbichj  as  he  said,  he  had  been  cautioner  j  came  to  Edinburgh,  he  was  told,  he  could 
in  £svonrs  of  the  marquis  of  Ai^le.    And    not  see  the  king  until  ho  took  the  test,  and 


the  advocate,  by  orders  from  above,  or 
direction    from  the    duke,    gave   in    the 


within  a  little,  that  even  that  would  not 
procure  him  access.    As  soon  as  he  came 


.draught  of  an  act  for  taking  from  the  earl  to  Ghwgow,  on  his  way  to  Edinburgh,  he 
.of  Argyle  his  heritable  rights  of  sheriff,  found  himself  and  president  Stair  turned 
and  justice  general  of  Argyleshire.     Doth  ,  out  of  the  session.    And  when  he  came 


-tbe  bilb  wero  invidious,  to  every  body's 
.observation*      The  marquis  of   Huntley, 


into  Edinburgh,  he  was  cited  by  one  of  the 
clerks  of  council,  to  be  present  next  oouii- 


equally  bound  in  the  foresaid  sum  with    cil  day,  and  to  take  the  test.    Upon  this 


the  marquis  of  Argyle,  had  got  from  the 
estate  of  Aigylo  when  forfeited,  four  thou- 
sand pounds  sterling  a  year,  though  he 
was  owing  to  the  fiunily  of  Argj'le  five 
and  thirty  thousand  pounds  sterling.  And 
.the  foresaid  heritable  rights  had  been  con- 
.firmed  by  authority  of  parliament  1C63, 
and  1672.  When  those  proposals  could 
not  hear  reaaoning,  or  almost  u  hen  ring  by 


the  earl  went  to  the  duke  of  York,  and 
complained  of  this  treatment,  when  the 
time,  appointed  by  law  for  taking  the  test, 
was  not  elapsed,  affirming,  that  he  had 
never  given  any  ground  to  think  he  was 
a  suspected  person.  All  the  answer  he  got 
was,  he  behoved  to  take  it  next  council- 
day,  November  ^.  >\«as^^VA^  >\!i^  «^\ 
^  fref\uei\t\y  desit  V\l\i  \\vit  ^>]NiL^  xk^'^  ^^^^ 
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affidr,  and  plainly  told  him,  lie  was  the 
*  lets  fond  of  that  oath,  since  he  found 
some  who  refused  it  were  in  &Tonr,  and 
others  who  had  taken  it  were  tnmed  ont,  as 
the  register.  He  took  the  liberty  to  ask,  why 
his  swearing  that  oath  was  so  much  pressed 
by  his  highness,  since  there  was  some 
things  in  it  the  duke  did  not  very  much 
approve  of.  The  duke  answered  in  a  pas- 
sion, that  the  .^est  was  brought  in  at  first 
without  the  confession,  but  the  late  presi- 
dent (Stair)  caused  add  the  confession, 
which  makes  it  such  as  no  honest  man  will 
take  it  The  earl  only  replied  modestly, 
that  he  had  the  more  reason  to  advise  upon 
it.  The  bishop  of  Edinbui^  used  some 
pains  to  bring  the  earl  to  swallow  the  test, 
and,  to  dear  his  way,  gave  him  his  paper 
upon  that  subject,  which  had  no  great 
weight  with  him.  They  parted  after  the 
bishop  had  desired  the  esri  to  take  a  care 
of  an  old  and  noble  fiunily,  and  told  him, 
that  his  opposing  the  clause,  excepting  the 
king's  sons  and  brothers,  had  fired  the 
kilu. 

After  many  applications  to  the  duke,  the 
earl  M'aited  upon  him  the  2d  of  November, 
and  in  a  very  modest  manner  declined  the 
present  taking  of  the  test,  and  begged  that 
he  might  accept  of  his  refusal  of  it  in  pri- 
vate.      This    was    peremptorily    denied; 
whereupon  the  earl  offered  further  to  con- 
sider this  matter,  and  either  give  satisfac- 
tion before  the  time  prescribed  by  law  were 
elapsed,  or  go  off"  the  country  without  any 
noise.      But  the  duke    still    insisted    he 
should  appear  to-morrow;  and  when  the 
earl  asked,  what  advantage  his  appearing  ' 
to-morrow,  and  refusing  it,  could  have  to 
the  government  or  himself,  the  duke  said, ' 
he  needed  not  come  himself,  but  employ  a  . 
friend,  and  named  one  to  him.    This  the 
earl  condescended  to,  as  the  best  he  could  . 
do  in  his  present  circumstances;  and  to- 
morrow drew  a  letter  to  the  person  named, 
warranting  him  to  declare  his  mind   in  '■ 
conncil,  and  that  he  resolved  to  continue  a  I 
trae  protestant  and  loyal  subject,  which  | 
were  the  true  ends  of  the  test  thus  vio- ! 
lently  pressed,  and  concluded  with  his  de- 
laying  at  this  time  to  swear.    But  upon  an  j 
MDtimadon  tiukt  this  would  displease  l\ie 
duke,  thoaffh  it  had  been  hirowu  proposal. 


his  friend  would  not  undertake  this  work. 
Whereupon  the  eari  drew  another  and  very 
short  letter,  to  any  who  should  preside  in 
council  that  day.  When  about  to  have 
sent  this,  notice  was  brought  to  him,  that 
an  explication  would  be  allowed  by  the 
council,  andtheshorter  the  better;  and,  as  we 
have  heard  above,  this  very  day  the  eonncQ 
passed  their  act  explaining  the  test,  which 
the  king  afterward  approved  of;  this  cer- 
tainly to  any  unbiassed  person  will  make 
the  managers'  after>treatment  of  the  earl 
every  way  unaccountable.  Upon  this  the 
earl  presently  drew  up  an  explication,  and 
being  told  it  was  too  long,  he  instantly 
shortened  it :  and  so  cautions  was  he  that 
he  would  offer  none  of  them  till  he  had  the 
duke's  approbation,  lest  he  might  take  it 
ill,  and  be  piqued ;  neither  did  he  stir  ont 
of  his  chamber,  till  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  duke's  satisfiictioru  Accordingly 
a  coach  was  sent  for  the  earl,  and  he  was 
told  that  the  bishop  of  Edinbui^  had  sig^ 
nified  to  his  royal  highness,  that  the  eari 
was  winiBg  to  tidce  the  test,  with  an  expli- 
cation, and  tiie  bishop  sent  him  (the  eari) 
notice  that  it  would  be  very  kindly  ac- 
cepted. Then,  and  not  till  then,  did  this 
noble  person  come  into  the  council,  and 
pronounced  the  following  explication  to 
the  duke  and  council  with  an  audible  voice. 
''I  have  considered  the  test,  and  am  de- 
sirous to  give  obedience  as  far  as  I  can.  I 
am  confident  the  parliament  never  intended 
to  impose  contradictory  oaths,  therefore  I 
think  no  man  can  explain  it  but  for  him- 
self. Accordingly,  I  take  it  in  as  far  as  it 
is  consistent  with  itself,  and  the  protestant 
religion ;  and  I  do  declare  I  mean  not  to 
bind  up  myself  in  my  station,  and  in  a  law- 
ful way  to  wish  and  endeavour  any  altera- 
tion, I  think,  to  the  advantage  of  the 
church  or  state,  not  repugnant  to  the  prote»- 
tant  religion  and  my  loyalty;  and  this  1 
understand  as  a  part  of  my  oath."  After 
the  earl  had  thus  expressed  himself,  the 
test  was  administrated  to  him,  and  he 
sware  it,  and  the  duke  M'ith  a  pleasant 
countenance  and  smile,  commanded  him  to 
take  his  place  at  the  council-table,  and 
spoke,  as  appeared,  very  pleasantly  to  him 
aW  t\\Q  ^m^  lVi«  council  sat,  though  some 
\  <A\ifiT«)  i«\io  V\t\M^  Wta.  \t^Tc^  \\9l\\.  ^&^M^cd^ 
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ippewred  diwiHtfiad,  and  eren  in  some  ooii- 
(iMMii.  That  whidi  fell  to  be  Mom  tlio 
MNincily  whan  the  eail  took  hia  place,  waa 
lie  act  explanatory  of  the  teat  above  inaert 
or  the  benefit  of  the  clergy.  In  thia  the 
Mil  did  not  vote,  beoanae  the  reaaoninga 
laMnt  it  were  over  before  he  came  in.  Since 
»  much  afterwarda  depends  upon  what 
oUowed  in  council,  thia  day  and  the  fol- 
owing,  I  shall  here  insert  what  stands  in 
;he  register  as  to  the  earL  **  November  Sd» 
lie  earl  of  Aigyle  being  called  in,  and  hav- 
Bg  taken  and  signed  the  test  appointed  by 
lie  late  act  of  parliament,  upon  hia  kneea 
repeating  the  words,  did  take  hia  place  as  a 
■ivy  counsellor." 

To-morrow  the  earl  viaited  the  duke, 
mder  the  expectations  of  yesterday's  conn* 
»naiice^  but  others  by  this  time  had  been 
rith  his  highneas,  and  now  he  saw  nothing 
lot  frowns.  The  duke  told  the  earli  he 
vna  not  pleased  with  his  explicatioii;  the 
ither  replied,  be  did  not  give  it  till  the 
nahop  of  Ediubiugh  gave  him  notice  hia 
ughnesa  waa  satisfied  with  it  The  duke 
iwned  this  was  matter  of  fact,  but  he  thooght 
t  had  been  a  short  one  like  Queensberry's, 
aid  added, "  Well,  it  passed  with  you,  but  it 
ihallpasaso  with  no  other."  This  the  earl 
inderstopd  as  an  acceptance,  and  a  passing 
my  offence  (had  there  been  ground  for  it) 
pven,  and  rest  satisfied  the  duke  intended 
o  push  the  matterno  further.  It  is  not  to 
w  doubted  the  umbrage  and  prejudice 
igainst  the  earl  did  continue^  but  it  would 
leam  the  duke  did  not  see  footing  at  present 
o  attack  him,  until  private  suggestions 
rare  nuule,  and  some  undertook  to  extract 
lad  forge  such  crimes  from  this  practice  of 
die  earl,  as  afterwarda  were  advanced. 
Advocates  were  consulted  whether  the 
iaii's  words  could  be  stretched  out  to  a 
veaaonable  import^  and  after  the  ablest  law- 
yers had  given  their  opinion,  that  what  the 
sail  had  said  would  infer  no  such  thing,  at 
ength  the  king's  advocate  ventured  upon 
in  indictment,  when  he  had  got  the  judges 
lecored  as  to  the  sentence  and  event  Upon 
Jiia  the  duke's  natural  enmity  against  so 
pliant  a  pillar  of  the  reformation,  began  to 
tiaoover  itself,  and  as  is  ordinary  enough 
vith  papists,  what  waa  not  at  first  alnuMt 
mjected,  caEue  baldly  to  be  ventured  upon. 


However,  befiirethe  deaigB  waafully 
ripened,  the  duke  more  than  onos^ 
in  conversation  with  the  ear^  told  him  his 
scruples  were  unnecesaary,  and  that  the  test 
did  not  bind  him  up  as  he  imagined,  and  it 
waa  never  intended  that  he  or  any  other 
ahould  be  bound  up  in  those  things  named 
in  the  explication. 

That  same  day,  November  4th,  the  carl 
is  called  before  the  council,  aaaooaunis*' 
sioner  of  the  treasury,  ^[ain  to  take  the 
test  I  shall  not  here  digress  upon  the  un- 
accountablencss  of  this  practice,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  goes  too  near  a  pro&nation  of 
the  holy  and  terrible  name  of  God,  that 
the  same  public  oath  ahould  be  repeated  for 
every  particular  office  a  person  enjoys, 
whereby  the  fame  man  may  be  called  ten 
times  in  one  day,  to  attest  the  omniscient 
Ood  upon  the  saine  matter.  Indeed  I  can- 
not help  thinking,  that  an  extract  and  at- 
testation under  the  hand  of  the  clerk  of  the 
court,  where  once  the  oath  ia  taken,  might 
be  sufficient  in  most  cases  of  thia  nature, 
without  unnecessary,  I  had  almost  said  vain, 
repetition  of  the  same  oath,  I  know  not  how 
frequently.  The  earl  offered  to  take  the 
test  as  bdore ;  whereupon  a  member  of  the 
council,  who  did  not  nae  to  harangue  much 
there,  being  prepared  as  a  tool,  asked,  what 
was  said,  and  desired  what  had  been  said 
before  might  be  repeated ;  the  eari  observing 
a  design  upon  him,  declined  repeating,  until 
being  vehemently  ui^g^ed  by  the  duke,  he 
answered,  he  had  a  note  in  his  pocket  of 
what  he  had  delivered  by  word  of  month, 
having  committed  it  to  writ  to  prevent 
mistakes :  this  was  violently  called  for  by 
the  duke  and  some  others,  and  was  pro- 
duced and  read.  Yea,  so  confident  was 
the  earl  of  his  integrity  and  innocence  in 
the  matter,  that  at  the  first  motion  he  waa 
ready  to  have  signed  it  But  the  juneto 
of  the  new  president,  who,  within  a  Httls, 
is  made  chancellor,  and  the  new  register, 
with  some  others,  not  being  ripe  to  insist 
upon  the  signing  of  it,  the  earl  was  re- 
moved till  the  council  should  consider 
whether  it  were  needful  to  sign  it;  and 
being  called  in,  he  was  ordered  to  do  it 
The  eari  upon  a  little  reflection  replied, 
he  meant  well  in  it,  and  taaNi  t^a  t«ia«^  \a 
question  but  Vw  ua|;\iX  sai^Vf  ^ai^Q^  ^N>\  ^^^^ 
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if  it  did  ai  much  ntiiff  the  council, 
as  it  appeared  to  do  the  other  day 
when  he  emitted  it,  he  would  eign  it,  hot  if 
thej  fonnd  the  leaat  matter  of  displeaaure  id 
the  words  he  would  forbear.  Upon  which 
he  was  ag^ain  removed,  and  after  they  had 
shaped  their  project,  he  was  called  in,  and 
told  he  had  not  gi? en  the  satisfrction  re- 
quired by  the  act  of  parliament,  in  taking 
the  test,  and  so  could  not  sit  in  council; 
and  an  innuendo  was  added,  as  if  the 
matter  drew  a  little  deeper.  The  earl  re- 
plied, he  conceiTed  the  parliament  had 
only  excluded  refusers  from  places  of  trust ; 
and  if  he  were  judged  a  refuser,  though 
the  time  named  by  law  for  taking  the  test  I 
was  not  yet  run  out,  he  submitted,  but  i 
could  not  think  there  was  any  other  dan- 
ger in  the  matter,  and  he  had  served  the  . 
king  faithfully  within  doora^  and  would  do  | 
it  u-ithout  doors,  and,  making  his  obeisance,  \ 
removed.  I  shall  make  no  reflections  upon  ; 
the  earPs  caution  and  modesty  in  all  this, 
nor  compare  it  with  the  illegal  and  nnao- 
couutablo  procedure  of  the  managers  to- 
wards him,  but  narrate  plain  matter  of  feet. 
Accordingly,  I  insert  the  minute  of  this 
day's  procedure,  from  the  registers,  **  No- 
vember 4th  a  meridie,  resolved  that  the 
commissioners  of  the  treasury  in  town  take 
the  test  before  the  council,  as  being  officers 
of  the  crown ;  but  that  no  person  hereafter 
shall  be  allowed  to  take  the  test  with  any 
explication,  but  in  the  plain  sense  and 
meaning  expressed  by  the  act  of  parliament 
Postmeridieniy  his  royal  highness  acquainted 
them  that  he  had  called  them  together,  to 
the  effect  the  commissioners  of  tlie  treasury 
might  take  the  test,  according  to  the  act  of 
parliament  The  earl  of  Argyle  being  pre- 
sent, declared  he  was  content  to  take  the 
test  in  the  sense  and  meaning  he  had  taken 
it  the  day  before.  And  it  being  answered 
by  the  president  of  the  council,  that  he  hav- 
ing delivered  himself  in  so  low  a  voice,  some 
did  not  hear  what  he  said,  and  taken  it  so 
suddenly,  without  giving  time  to  those  of 
the  council  who  heard  him,  to  make  any 
answer,  he  was  now  desired  to  explain  him- 
self, what  the  sense  and  meaning  it  was  in 
which  he  did  pretend  to  take  the  said  test. 
The  said  carl  did  thereupon  take  out  oC  Vvtt 
pocket  a  paper,  and  declared  lie  had  taken 


the  test  yesterday,  in  the  sense  and  meaning 
therein  expressed,  and  was  content  again  to 
take  it  in  that  sense  and  meaning,  and  net 
otherwise.  Which  paper  being  pnMioly 
read,  and  the  said  earl  owning  the  ssme 
judicially,  and  declaring  he  was  insturtly 
willing  to  sign  it,  and  called  for  pen  a«l 
ink  to  do  it  The  earl  being  removed,  and 
the  council  having  again  read  the  said 
paper,  thought  fit,  before  they  should  enter 
into  any  further  connderation  thereof,  ts 
appoint  the  earl  to  sign  it,  and  did  send  oat 
two  of  their  number,  with  one  of  the  cleriu 
to  see  him  do  it ;  who  reported  that  they 
desired  him,  but  he  had  desired  a  farther 
time  to  deliberate  before  he  should  do  it 
The  said  earl  being  called  in,  was  again  de- 
sired to  sign  that  paper,  seeing  he  had  pnb- 
lidy  owned  the  same,  and  had,  belbre  he 
was  removed,  offered  to  do  the  same,  the 
said  earl  again  owned  the  said  paper,  and 
desired  time  to  advise  with  his  lawyers,  be- 
fore he  should  sign  it  His  rojral  highaen 
and  privy  council  having  folly  considered 
that  affidr,  in  regard  the  earl  of  Aigyle 
owned  the  foresaid  paper,  as  the  sense  and 
meaning  in  which  he  did  take  the  test  the 
foregoing  day,  and  repeated  the  same  as  a 
part  of  his  oath,  and  nevertheless  refused  to 
sign  the  same,  did  find  that  the  said  earl 
had  not  satisfied  the  law  in  taking  the  test 
in  the  terms,  sense,  and  meaning  appointed 
by  act  of  parliament,  but  expressly  oontrs- 
dictory  therennto,  that  he  ought  not  to  sit 
and  act  as  a  privy  counsellor  or  commin- 
sioner  of  the  treasury,  and  thereupon  wn 
ordered  to  remove.  And  which  paper,  be- 
ing judicially  owned  by  the  earl,  as  said  is, 
was  signed  by  the  lord  nuurqnis  of  Montrose 
prescs,  by  order  of  oouncil,  and  ordained  to 
lie  in  the  clerks  of  council  their  hand,  till 
further  order." 

Next  morning,  November  5tb,  the  carl 
waited  upon  the  duke,  and  expressed  liis 
surprise,  that  these  things  which  he  had 
spoken  to  himself  in  private  more  th.HU 
once,  H^thout  any  offence  he  could  notice, 
and  to  the  council  more  publicly,  with  some 
appearing  satisfaction,  should  now  be  made 
a  crime;  and  asked  again,  what  evil  his 
highness  perceived  in  his  words.  The 
'^dnke  said  only>  that  the  words  were  un- 
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Im  wm  aot  tied  op  by  Um  oath,  at  he  iiii»- 
gined;  and,  lifter  a  paiiw,  added,  **■■  I  hare 
ahnady  told  you,  yon  have  cheated  younelf, 
y«o  bare  taken  the  test"  The  eari  an- 
■wared,  then  he  hoped  hb  highneti  waa 
tatff^V  Upon  thia  the  duke  began  to 
oofliplaui,  that  the  earl  had  not  Toted  the 
evucil'a  explication.  The  reply  waa  as 
abore,  that  he  had  not  been  present  at  the 
naaoaiaga  which  were  upon  that  sulgeot 
N#  doobt  the  earl  had  considered  that 
BHitter  of  explications  fully ;  but  the  reason^ 
wlttch  plaii^y  offers  for  lida  not  TOting  for 
the  couBol's  explication,  which  he  waand 
beoad  to  give  to  the  duke,  n'as,  that  the 
pailiswnnt  certainly  intended,  that  the 
Caafession  should  be  swon  to^  without 
rssarrea  and  explications;  and  he  himself 
had  awom  to  it,  as  all  others  who  took  the 
teal  before  the  council's  explication.  The 
dnke  inaisted,  that  the  earl  could  not  but 
fiiUj  understand  the  afiair,  and  added  with  a 
frowB,  that  he^  with  some  others,  had  de- 
signed to  bring*  trouble  upon  a  handful  of 
poor  catholics,  that  would  Utc  peaceably 
howerer  they  were  used,  but  it  shoold 
light  upon  others.  This  is  a  good  key 
to  explain  the  council's  expknatory  act, 
whieli  was'  certainly  designed  not  only 
to  gratiiy  the  scrupling  clergy,  but  to 
be.  a  backdoor  for  papists  to  come  in  at. 
llcj  parted  after  the  duke  had  hud  his 
mwmaiids  upon  the  carl,  not  to  go  out  of 
town  until  he  saw  him  again,  which  he 
promised  to  do. 

The  earl  finding  bis  short  explication, 
though  once  allowed,  was  like  to  be  matter 
of  trouble  to  him,  did  draw  up  an  explanap 
tion  of  i^  which  he  communicated  to  some 
pnTatoly,  as  his  sense  more  enlarged,  and 
designed  to  haye  offered  it  afterwards  in 
public,  if  there  was  any  occasion  for  it 
This  I  have  insert  at  the  foot  of  the  page.* 

*  Sari  ofArgyIe*s  explamUum  of  his  expKcation. 
I  bsTe  deUyed  hitherto  to  take  the  oath,  ap- 
MiBtad  hj  the  parliameDt  to  he  taken  by  the 
arat  of  January  next,  but  now  being  required 
near  two  months  iiooner  to  take  it,  this  day 
peremyterily,  or  to  reftiae,  I  hsTe  considered  the 
tart,  and  have  aeen  aeveral  objections  moved 
aiainst  it,  especially  by  many  of  the  orthodox 
dergy;  notwithstandinK  whereof,  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  satisfy  myscif  with  a  jast  explana* 
tion,  which  I  here  oiTer,  that  1  may  both  satisfy 


But  the  design  against  the  earl  waa 
now  formed  and  ripened.  That  aame  ^^ 
night,  November  6th,  one  of  the  derka  ctf  the 
council,  as  he  aaid»  by  -ocder  of  ooandl, 
intimated  to  him»  that  it  was  their  plsaaure 
he  should  not  go  out  of  town  till  next  coon* 
cilFday,  which  waa  NoYcmber  8th,  when  the 
coundl,  without  calling  this  noble  peer 
before  them,  sent  by  one  of  their  derks,  an 
order  to  him  to  enter  himself  prisoner 
within  the  csatle  of  Edinburgh,  before  next 
day  at  twelTe  of  the  clock.  Joined  with 
this,  they  sent  a  warrant  to  the  deputy- 

my  cnotdanee,  aoS  obey  your  hlshneas  and  your 
lordahipa'eomsaands  in  taking  tbo  tost;  though 
the  act  of  parliament  dQ  not  simply  command 
the  thing,  oat  only  under  a  certification,  which 
I  ooold  easily  auhmit  to,  if  It  wero  with  your 
h^ness's  favour,  and  might  he  without  offsnoe, 
but  I  love  not  to  be  singular,  and  I  am  very 
deairooB  to  give  obedlenoe  in  this  and  every  thing 
aa£wai  1  can;  and  that  whioh  dears  me  is, 
tliat  I  am  confident,  whatever  any  man  may 
think  or  say  to  the'pnjudire  of  this  path,  the 
parliament  never  lateoded  to  fanpoao  oontradi^ 
tory  oaths;  and  because  their  sense  (th«J  being 
the  framera  and  imposers)  b'the  true  sense,  and 
that  thia  teat  eniotned  ia  of  no  private  intorpre- 
tatioD,  nor  are  the  king'a  slatutea  to  be  interpret- 
ed but  as  they  liear,  and  to  the  intent  they  aro 
made;  thererare  I  think  no  man,  that  is,  no 
private  peraoa,  ean  explain  it  lor  anotlier,  to 
amuse  or  trouble  him  with  it  (it  may  be)  mis- 
taken glosses,  but  every  man  as  he  is  to  take  it, 
so  is  to  explain  it  Ibr  himself,  and  to  endeavour 
to  underataod  it  (notwithstanding  all  these 
exceptions)  in  the  parliament,  which  is  ita  true 
and  genuine  sense.  I  take  it  therefore^  notwith- 
standing any  eemple  made  by  any,  aa  lar  as  It  is 
consistent  with  itadf,  and  the  protestant  religion, 
which  is  wholly  In  the  parliament's  sense,  and 
their  troe  meaning,  whloi  (bring  preeent)  I  am 
sure,  was  owned  ^  all  to  m  the  securing  of  the 
protestant  religion,  founded  on  the  word  of  God, 
and  contained  in  the  Confasaion  of  Faith,  rceord- 
ed  Jamea  VI.  pari.  1.  can.  i.  and  not  oat  of 
scruple  as  if  any  thing  in  the  test  did  import  the 
oontrarv,  but  to  clear  mysdf  from  all  cavils,  as 
if  theraby  1  waa  bound  up  further  than  the  true 
meaning  of  the  oath.  I  do  declare,  tbat,  by  that 
part  or  the  teat,  that  there  lies  no  obligation  on 
me,  &C.  I  mean  not  to  bind  up  myself  in  my 
station,  and  in  a  lawful  way,  still  disclaiming 
all  unlawful  endeavours  to  wish  and  endeavour 
any  alteration,  I  think,  according  to  my  oon- 
aeience^  to  the  advantage  of  church  and  statr, 
not  repuffoant  to  the  protestant  religion  and  my 
loyalty,  1  underatana  no  other  thing  than  the 
words  plainly  bear,  to  wit,  the  duty  and  alle- 
Kiance  of  all  loyal  subjecta,  and  this  explanation 
1  understand  as  a  part,  not  of  the  test  or  act  of 
parliament,  but  aa  a  qualifying  part  of  mv  oath 
that  1  am  to  swear,  and  with  it  I  am  willing  to 
take  the  test,  if  your  royal  highness  and  your 
lordships  allow  me ;  or  otherwise,  in  submission 
to  your  highiieiamd1^acounc\V«v^K«aMx^\ 
content  to  he  held  aa  s^  t^Ivjmt  aX  \\«ikvX. 
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goyeraor  of  tli«  ctitlei  to  Iraep 
'^^*  priioiier,wliereia  the  word' flmfiiw 
■moo,'  though  oiieo  writfiuriy,  wai  ttrack 
oiit»andraolTe  to  iateot  a  erimiaal  firooMi. 
The  miniite  in  tbo  coimcil  books  ttandi  thni. 
KoTombcr  Sth,  **  hit  rojal  highnett  and  the 
conncily  haTing  conaidertd  apaper  exhibited 
by  the  eaii  of  Argyle  last  oouneiWbiy.as  his 
sense  of  the  test»  and  repeated  by  him  as  a 
part  of  his  oath,  and  finding  the  ssme  to  be 
a  p^MT  of  dangerous  consequence,  reflecting 
on  his  migesty's  aatherity  and  goTerunent, 
and  particohurly  on  the  kte  act  of  parlianient 
enjoining  the  test,  do  therefore  ordain  the 
esrl  of  Argyle,  once  before  to-morrow 
at  ten  of  the  clock,  to  enter  his  pefson  in 
prison  in  the  csstls  of  Edinboigh,  there  to 
remain  till  his  najesty  and  council  give 
further  order.  And  further,  his  majesty's 
advocate  is  ordered  to  intent  and  pursue  a 
process  of  tressoo,  or  such  other  crimes 
against  the  earl  of  Argyle,  as  shall  be  found 
couTenient,  upon  that  paper  he  represented 
before  the  council  about  the  test,  and  the 
said  process  to  be  pursued  before  the  justi- 
ces with  all  couTenient  qpeed."  At  the 
same  time,  they  write  a  letter  to  the  king 
upon  this  ajfiair,  which  I  insert  here. 

<*  November  8th,  1681. 
**  May  it  please  your  miyesty, 
**  The  last  parliament  having  made  so  many 
and  so  advantageous  acts  for  securing  the 
protestant  rdigion,  the  imperial  crown  of 
this  kingdom,  and  your  majesty's  sacred 
person,  (whom  God  Almighty  long  preserve) 
and  having  for  the  hut,  and  as  the  best  way 
for  securing  all  these,  appointed  a  test  to 
be  taken  by  all  who  should  be  entrusted 
with  the  government,  which  bears  expressly, 
that  the  same  should  be  taken  in  the  plain 
and  genuine  sense  and  meaning  of  the  words, 
we  were  very  careful  not  to  suffer  any  to 
take  the  said  oath  or  test,  with  their  own 
glo8«eB  or  explanations;  but  the  earl  of 
Argyle  having,  after  some  delays,  come  to 
council  to  take  the  said  oath,  as  a  privy 
counsellor,  spoke  some  things  which  were 
uot  then  heard  nor  adverted  to,  his  lordship, 
at  his  next  offering  to  take  it  in  council, 
as  one  of  the  commissioners  of  your  majes- 
tys  tressury,  was  commanded  to  take  it 
mmpljr;  he  refiued  to  do  so,  but  gave  Vn  a 


paper  showing  the  only  ssMa  m  whid^  he 
would  take  it;  which  psfper  wo  all  eoa> 
sidered  at  that  whidi  had  hi  it  grots  aad 
tcandaloot  reflecCioiit  upon  that  a»cdlMt 
act  of  pailiament,  making  it  to  eontsiB 
things  contradidoiy  and  ineonsittaBt,  mi 
thereby  depraving  your  mi^esty't  lawi^ 
misrepresenting  your  pariiaoMat,  and  Isaeb- 
ing  your  subjects  to  evacoata  and  dinp> 
pirint  all  laws  and  secnrttios  that  eaa  be 
enacted  fbr  the  preservation  of  the  gov«» 
ment,  suitable  to  which  hia  lordahip  de- 
dares  in  that  paper,  that  he  wmam  set  te 
bind  up  himself  Irom  making  any  allcfs» 
tions  he  shall  think  fit,  for  the  advanlift 
of  church  or  stale:  sotd  which  paper,  be 
desiree^  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  pait  <f 
his  oath,  as  if  he  were  the  Icgislatars^  wU 
able  to  add  a  part  to  the  act  of  parHMisar 
Upon  serious  perusal  of  which  paper,  wt 
find  ourselves  obliged  to  send  the  said  eeri 
to  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  and  to  trsnmnt 
the  paper  to  your  sacred  majeaty,  hmf 
expressly  obliged  to  both  theae  by  yosr 
majesty't  exprest  lavrs;  and  we  have  ees^ 
manded  your  migesty's  advocate  to  rsiss  s 
pursuit  against  tiie  said  earl,  fior  beim 
author  of,  and  having  given  in  the  snd 
paper ;  and,  for  the  further  proeeoution  ti 
all  relating  to  this  afiair,  we  expect  your 
majesty's  commands,  which  shall  be  moit 
humbly  and  fidthfully  obeyed  by 

Your  majesty's  most  humble,  meet 
fidthfal,  and  most  obedi«Dt  eubjesti 
and  servants. 


M 


'*  Glencalra, 
Wiaton, 
Linlithgoir, 
IVrtb, 
Hovbaffh, 
ADcruin, 
Airly, 
LiTlDgit4>ne, 


J<K  Edinborgen, 

Geo.  Gordon, 
Cb.  Maitland. 
Geo.  Mackenskv 
M.  Raithland, 
Jam.  Fowlis, 
Drummond.** 


Reflections  upon  it  are  needless,  after  die 
above  deduction  of  matter  of  tet  It  may 
be  of  more  use  to  observe,  that  they  order 
the  prosecution  to  be  begun  against  the 
earl,  as  we  have  seen,  before  they  have  any 
allowance  from  the  king;  so  that  this  il- 
legal and  unaccountable  process  came  en- 
tirely from  the  duke  of  York  and  the  man- 
agers at  Edinburgh;  and  that  very  same 
y  ^y,  Vf  a\«^X«t  tA  the  carl  of  Murray,  they 
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atk  the  kin^s  approlwtion  to  tbe  explic»- 
tioo  of  the  test,  of  which  abore,  according 
to  which  the  clei^  were  allowed,  before 
tlicir  signing  the  test,  to  insert  these  words, 
"  We  underwritten  do  take  this  oath  ao- 
Dording  to  the  explication  made  by  the 
ooancil,  and  declare  we  are  no  fiirther 
bound  by  this  oath ;"  and  yet  the  earl  is 
processed  for  declaring  the  sense  in  which 
he  takes  it  NoYember  22d,  the  king's  letter, 
dated  November  l^th,  is  read,  approving 
their  procedure  against  the  earl,  only  he  re- 
qaireth  them  to  acquaint  him  before  they 

to  a  sentence.  The  councirs  order 
obeyed  by  the  eari,  who  entered  the 
castle  within  the  time  prefixed,  and  thence 
be  wrote  a  letter  to  the  duke,  "  signifying 
hm  obedience,  though  such  a  punishment 
ippeared  to  him  the  effect  of  high  dis- 
pleasure, which  he  hoped  he  had  not  de- 
MFved,  adding,  that  he  resolved  to  continue 
in  all  duty,  and  begging  to  know  wliat 
Mtisfiuiion  was  expected.'*  The  earl  was 
informed  that  his  letter  was  kindly  re- 
SHTed,  yet  he  had  no  answer.  Yea,  before 
iie  council  could  have  a  return  to  what 
tey  wrote  to  the  king,  the  earl  had  sum- 
nons  sent  him,  to  answer  a  charge  of 
ing-making,  and  depraving  the  king's 

yet,  under  all  this,  such  was  the 
Mseness  of  his  persecutors,  that  they  pre- 
xnded,  yea,  one  of  the  club  came  and  told 
uai,  nothing  was  intended  but  to  take  his 
leritabk  offices  from  him;  and  when  the 
lake  of  York  was  told  by  some,  that  this 
ivaa  hard  measure,  upon  such  a  foot  to 
ihreaten  such  a  person  with  a  forfeiture  of 
ife  and  fortune,  he  answered,  **  Life  and 
ortnne,  God  forbid!"  Whetlier  he  was 
ret  in  the  secret,  or  that  he  dissembled,  as 
lapists  may  do  by  their  religion,  I  shall 
lot  determine. 

When  the  king's  letter  came  to  hand, 
he  managers,  as  I  have  observed,  made 
siger  steps.     Formeriy  they  had  given 
mamission  to  the  advocate    to  form  an 
adictment  of  slander,  leasing^making,  and  { 
lepravmtion  of  the  laws;  now  thoy  appoint  j 
dm  to  give  him  another,  upon  treason  and  | 
M^ury,  not  exclusive  of  the  fonner,  to ! 
rluch  he  was  to  answer  before  the  criminal ; 
ourt,  December  12th.    A  copy  of  which  ' 


the  reader  will  desire  to  see,  and 
I  have  inserted  it*  *^'- 

Upon  the  8^  of  November,  a  petition 
was  presented  by  the  earl,  that  he  might 


*  Tndictmeni  againtt  the  Earl  ofArgj^e* 
Archifanld  earl  of  Argyle, 
Yoamra  iDdictad  andaoeuwd,  that  albeit,  by  tb« 

1  common  law  of  all  well  governed  nations,  and 
i  by  tbe  municipal  laws  and  arts  of  parliament  ot 
!  thia  kingdon,  and  partlcuUrly  by  tbe  81  and  by 
'  the  43  act,  par.  2.  Jam.  I.   and  by  the  83  art, 

par.  6.  Jam.  V.  and  liy  the  34  act,  par.  8.  Jam. 
Vf.  and  the  134  act,  Vnr.  8.  Jam.  VI.  and  the 
805  act,  par.  14.  Jam.  VI.  all  leasing  malcers, 
and  tellers  of  them,  are  punishable  with  tinsel 
of  life  and  coods ;  likeas,  by  the  107  act,  par.  7. 
Jam.  I.  it  IS  statated,  that  no  man  interpret  the 
king's  statutes,  <itherwise  tliaii  the  statute  bears, 
and  to  the  intent  and  effect  that  they  were  made 
for,  and  as  the  makers  of  them  nn<Mrstood,  and 
whoso  does  in  the  contrary,  to  be  punished  at 
the  king's  will.  And  by  the  10  act.  par.  10. 
Jam.  VJ.  it  hi  statuleil,  that  none  of  his  majesty 'ii 
subjects  presume  to  take  upou  him  pablidyto 
declare,  or  prirately  to  speak  or  write  anv  pur- 
poee  of  repitMch  or  slander  of  bis  mi^estys  per- 
son, estate,  or  covemment,  or  to  deprave  his  laws 
or  acta  of  parliament,  or  misconstrue  his  pro- 
ceedings, whereby  any  mistaklnc  may  be  moved 
betwixt  his  highness,  his  nobility  and  loving 
sulyscts,  in  time  coming,  under  pain  of  death, 
certifying  them  that  do  in  the  contrary,  they 
shall  be  rqiuted  ae  seditious  and  wicked  Instru- 
ments, enemies  to  his  highness,  and  to  the  com- 
monwealth  of  this  realm,  and  the  said  pain  of 
death  shall  be  executed  against  them  with  all 
rigour,  to  the  example  of  others.     And  by  the 

2  act.  sess.  2.  par.   1.  Char.   II.  it  is  statutrd, 
that  whosoever  ahall,  by  writing,  libelling,  re- 
monstrating, express,  publish,  or  declare  any 
words  or  sentences,  to  stir  up  the  people  to  the 
dislike  of  his  majesty's  prerogative  and  supre- 
macy, In  causes  eeriesiastie,  or  of  the  government 
of  the  rhumh  by  archbishops  and  bishops,  as  it 
is  now  settled  bv  law,  is  unaer  the  pain  of  being 
declared  incapable  to  exercise  any  office,  civil, 
eedesiastic,  or  military,  within  tbU  kingdom,  in 
any  time  coming.     Liiceas,  by  the  fundamental 
laws  of  this  nation»  by  the  ISO  act,  pari.  8.  Jam. 
VI.  it  is  declared,  that  none  of  his mi^)esty's  sub- 
jects presume  to  impugn  the  dignity  or  authority 
of  the  three  estates,  or  to  procure  innovation  or 
diminution  of  their  power  and  authority  under 
the  pain  of  treaeon ;  and  that  it  is^  much  more 
treason  in  any  of  his  m^eaty*s  subjects,  to  pre- 
Bumu  to  alter  laws  already  made,  or  to  make  new 
law%  or  to  add  any  part  to  any  law,  by  their 
own  authority,  that  being  to  aasume  the  legisla- 
tive power  to  themselves,  with  his  migesty's 
highest  and  most  incommunicable  prerogative  : 
yet  true  it  is,  that  albeit  his  sacred  maJMty  did 
not  only  bestow  on  the  said  Archibald  earl  of 
Argyle,  those  vast  lands,  Jurisdictinns,  and  su- 
periorities, Justly  forfeitod  to  his  mi0c*^7  by  the 
crimes  of  your  deceased  father,  preferring  your 
family  to  those  who  had  served  his  majesty 
against  it  in  the  late  rebellion,  but  also  pardoned 
and  remitted  to  you  tbe  crimes  of  leasing  making 
und  misconstruing  his  majesty's  and  his  pariia* 
luant'f  proceedlnfi  a^iviv  i\a  ncc^  \vii%  i^^^ 
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have  sir  George  Lockhart,  who  was  | 
'  his  ordinary  doer  and  adrocate,  al-  i 
lowed  and  warranted  by  the  council  to  plead  ! 
for    him '  before    the    josticiary ;    which  j 
reasonable  petition  they  saw  g;ood  to  refuse. ; 
Upon  the  24th,  the  earl  caused  present  \ 
another  petition,  insisting,  that  the  council 
might  oblige  Sir  George  to  plead  for  him, 
according  as  is  provided  in  like  cases,  by 
act  38.  parL  1 1.  James  VL    This  a  second 
time  they  refused,  though  it  was  every  way 
according  to  standing  law.     Whereupon 
tho  earl,  by  an  instrument,  required  Sir 
George   to  plead  for  him,  not  that   the 


written,  whereof  yoa  wen  found  fuilty,  and 
eoodemood  to  die  therefore,  by  the  nigh  court 
of  parliament  the  S5th  of  Augnit,  lH&t,  and 
raited  you  to  the  dtle  and  dignity  of  an  earl, 
and  befog  a  memher  of  all  his  mf^eetj^e  Jndica- 
turee.  iNotwithstanding  of  all  theee,  and  many 
other  favoare,  yoa  the  aaid  Archibald  eari  of 
Argyle,  being  pot  by  the  lordt  of  hie  makety's 
privy  eouneif  to  take  the  teet,  appointed,  by  the 
act  of  the  laat  parliament,  to  be  taken  by  all 
pereone  in  public  trutt,  you,  instead  of  taking 
the  said  teet,  and  swearing  the  eame  in  the  plain 
genuine  eenee  and  meaning  of  the  words,  with- 
out any  equivocation,  mental  neei  lation,  or  era- 
slon  whaiBoeTer,  you  did  declare  against,  and 
defame  the  laid  act ;  and  having,  to  the  end  you 
might  corrupt  othere  by  your  penHcioue  lente, 
drawn  the  tame  in  a  flbel,  of  which  libel  you 
(lippereed  and  gaye  abroad  oopiee,  whereby  ill 
iupreesiona  were  given  of  the  king  and  parlia- 
nient*e  proceedings,  at  a  time  eepeciallT,  when 
his  majesty's  subjects  were  expecting  what  suIk* 
n^ion  should  be  given  to  the  said  teet ;  and  be- 
1m  desired  the  next  day  to  take  the  same,  as  one 
ofthe  commiesioners  of  his  majeety*s  treasury, 
yon  did  give  In  tdthe  lords  of  bis  majeety's  privy 
council,  and  owned  twice,  In  plain  Judgment  be- 
fore them,  the  said  defamatory  libel  against  the 
said  test,  and  act  of  parliament,  declaring  that 
you  had  considered  the  said  test,  and  was  desir- 
ous to  give  obedience  as  far  as  you  could,  where- 
by you  clearly  insinuated,  that  you  was  not  able 
to  give  full  obedience.  In  the  second  article  of 
which  libel  you  declare,  that  vou  were  oanfident 
the  parliament  never  intended  to  impose  contra- 
dictory oaths,  thereby  to  amuse  the  people  with 
a  belief,  that  the  pariiament  had  been  so  impious, 
as  really  and  actually  to  bare  impoeed  contradic- 
tory oaths,  and  so  ridiculous  as  to  have  made  an 
act  of  parliament  (which  should  be  most  delib- 
erate of  all  human  actions)  quite  contrary  to 
their  own  intentions  ;  after  which  you  subsumed 
contrary  to  the  nature  of  all  oaths,  and  to  the 
acts  of  parliament  above  cited,  that  every  man 
must  explain  it  for  himself,  and  take  it  in  his 
own  sense,  by  which,  not  only  that  excellent  law, 
and  the  oath  therein  specified,  which  is  intended 
to  be  a  fence  to  the  government,  both  of  church 
and  state,  but  all  other  oaths  and  laws  shall  be 

(  rendered  altogether  useless  to  the  government. 

if  every  man  take  the  oaths  impost  by  law  in 

bh  own  sense,  then  the  oath  impoeed  \s  to  no 

purpose,  for  the  /egisJatiire  cannot  be  anrc,  lYiax 


gentleman  was  unwilling,  but  to  secore 
him  tiie  more  in  law.  The  earl*8  case  was 
so  very  plain,  that  eight  or  nine  advocates, 
Sir  George  Lodchart,  Sir  John  Dalrymplc, 
Mr  (afterwards  Sir)  James  Stuart,  and 
several  others,  the  most  eminent  gentlemai 
of  the  long  robe  in  their  time,  gave  their 
opinion  in  hia  fisvours,  which,  becanse  it 
is  but  shorty  I  insert  here. 

Opmian  of  dxoert  hncyert  c€:*cermHg  ihe 
case  of  the  earl  of  Argyle,  JDecember 
5th,  1681. 

"  We  have  considered  the  criminal  letten, 


the  oath  imposed  by  them  will  bind  the  tafcm 
according  to  the  dnigu  and  intent  for  whick 
they  appointed  it,  and  the  legUatiro  power  ii 
taken  from  the  impeeers,  and  soCtlod  in  the  tahr 
of  the  oath,  and  so  lie  is  allowed  to  be  the  kfii- 
lator,  which  is  not  only  an  open  and  Tiolcntde* 
praving  of  his  majesty's  laws  and  acts  of  parfis- 
mant,  but  is  likewise  a  aettllng  of  the  legislatin 
power  on  private  aot|jects,  who  are  to  take  sack 
oaths.  In  the  third  article  of  that  paper  veu^ 
dare^  that  you  take  the  test,  in  ao  mr  only  m  it 
is  oontistent  with  itself  and  the  proteataot  nil- 
gion,  by  whieh  you  maliciously  intimate  totli 
people,  that  the  said  oath  Is  InoonalBtant  with  it- 
self, and  with  the  protestant  religion,  which  ii 
not  only  a  downright  depraving  of  tho  said  s(i 
of  parliament,  hot  is  likewise  a  miaeoostniisf  if 
his  majesty's  and  the  parliament's  proeeefioa 
and  misrepresenting  them  to  the  people  io  ni 
highest  degree,  and  in  the  tenderest  points  tkf 
can  be  concerned,  and  implying,  that  Uie  kisf 
and  pariiament  have  done  things  inoonsistcM 
with  the  protestant  religion,  for  aecuriag  ^ 
which  that  teet  was  particularlv  intended.  !■ 
the  fourth  article  you  do  expressly  declare,  tiul 
you  mean  not,  by  taking  the  said  test,  to  biod  sy 
yourself  from  wishing  and  endeaTouriog  UT 
alteration  in  a  lawful  way  that  you  shidl  thiw 
fit  for  advancing  of  church  and  state,  wiwrr^ 
also  it  was  dedgned  by  the  said  act  of  parlissin* 
and  oath,  that  no  man  should  make  any  alterstisi 
in  the  government  of  church  and  state,  as  it  ii 
nowesublished;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  ofal 
subjects,  in  humble  and  quiet  manner,  to  obi} 
the  present  government.  Yet  you  not  only  dr> 
clare  yourself,  but,  by  your  example,  you  invite 
others,  to  think  themselves  loosed  from  tbil 
obligation,  and  that  it  is  free  for  them  to  Bsh 
any  alteration  in  either,  as  they  shall  think  fUt 
concluding  your  whole  paper  with  these  wordsi 
*  and  this  1  understand  as  a  part  of  my  oatk' 
which  is  a  treasonable  invasion  upon  the  royil 
legislative  power,  as  if  it  were  lawfU  for  yon  tt 
make  to  yourself  an  act  of  parliament,  sines  Is 
who  can  make  any  part  of  an  act,  may  make  the 
whole,  the  power  and  authority  in  both  beiaf 
the  same.  Ofthe  which  crimes  abovementionoi 
you,  the  sidd  Archibald  earl  of  Argyl*;,  an 
actor,  art  and  part,  which  being  found  by  tke 
assize,  you  ought  to  be  punished  with  the  paist 
of  death,  forfeiture  and  escheat  of  lands  ami 
eoodn,  to  the  terror  of  others  to  commit  the  iii^i 
\yeceaSUT. 
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nujied  at  tbe  initanoe  of  hit  majesty's  advo- 
cate,  with  the  acts  of  parliament  ooptained 
anU  murated  in  the  said  criminal  letters, 
and  have  compared  the  same  with  a  paper 
or  explication,  which  is  libelled  to  have 
been  gfiven  in  by  the  earl  to  the  lords  of  his 
majesty's  privy  council,  and  owned  by  him, 
as  the  sen«e  and  explication  in  which  he 
did  take  the  oath  imposed  by  the  late  act  of 
pariiament;  which  paper  is  of  this  tenor, 
*  I  have  considered  the  test,  and  am  very 
desirous,  &c"  (as  above  inserted)  and  hav- 
ing^ likewise  considered,  that  the  earl,  after 
he  had  taken  the  oath,  with  the  explication 
and  sense  then  put  upon  it,  it  was  acquiesced 
to  by  the  lords  of  privy  council,  and  he 
allowed  to  take  his  place,  and  to  sit  and  vote ; 
and  that  before  the  earl's  taking  the  oath, 
tliere  were  several  papers  spread  abroad, 
containing  objections,  and  aUeging  inconsis- 
tencies and  contradictions  in  the  oath ;  and 
aome  thereof  were  presented  by  synods  and 
presbyteries  of  the  orthodox  clergy,  to  some 
of  the  bishops  of  the  church :  it  is  our 
hamble  opinion,  that  seeing  the  earl's  de- 
aign  and  meaning  in  offering  the  said 
explication,  was  allenarly  for  the  clearing 
of  his  own  conscience,  and  upon  no  factious 
or  seditious  design,  and  that  the  matter  and 
import  of  the  said  paper  is  no  contradiction 
of  the  laws  and  acts  of  parliament,  it  doth 
not  at  all  import  any  of  the  crimes  libelled 
against  him,  viz.  treason,  leasing-raaking, 
depraving  his  majesty's  laws,  or  the  crime 
of  perjury ;  but  that  the  glosses  and  infer- 
put  by  the  libel  upon  the  said  paper, 
altogether  strained  and  unwarrantable, 
jmd  inconsistent  with  the  earl's  true  design, 
smd  the  sincerity  of  his  meaning  and  inten- 
tion, in  making  the  said  explication." 

This  was  taken  so  heinously  ill  by  the 
oouDcil,  that  the  earl  of  Athole,  president, 
and  lord  CoUington,  with  some  others,  were 
appointed  to  examine  how  far  that  paper 
might  import  scandal  against  the  govem- 
SMnt,  and  deserve  a  prosecution  of  the 
signers. 

December  12th,  being  the  day  of  the  earl's 
oompearance  before  the  justiciary,  the  lords 
being  assembled,  the  earl  was  brought  from 
the  castle,  under  a  guard,  and  set  in  the 
penneL  The  court  was  made  up  of  the  earl 
of  Qoeensberry, justice-general,  lords  Nairn, 

ill, 


Collington,  Forret,  Newton  and 
Kirkhouse.  The  advocate  produced  ^^'' 
his  commission  to  prosecute  the  earl,  which 
he  said  he  would  manage  with  the  greatest 
moderation  of  spirit  imaginable.  How  he 
kept  his  word  all  present  were  witnesses. 
Then  the  indictment  was  read ;  whereupon 
the  earl  made  a  very  affecting  speech  in 
his  own  vindication,  wherein  he  gives  a 
short  narrative  of  his  life  and  loyalty.  This 
I  have  added  below.*    Having  ended,  he 


•  EaH  <if  ArgjfWt  tpfech  after  hit  Indictment. 
My  lord  jastice-generml,  &e. 

I  look  upon  U  M  the  undeniable  privilege  cf 
tbe  meaneet  subject,  to  ezpUin  hit  own  worde 
In  the  most  benign  tense ;  and  even  when  per- 
■0D8  are  under  an  ill  character,  the  miM^nstruo- 
tion  of  words  in  tbemadvet  not  iil,  can  only  reach 
a  preaumption  or  aggravation,  but  not  any  more. 
But  it  ie  strange  to  allege,  as  well  at,  I  hope, 
impoteible  to  make  any  that  Icnow  me  believe, 
that  I  could  intend  any  thing  hut  what  waa 
honett  and  honourable,  tultable  to  the  principlet 
of  my  religion  and  loyalty,  though  1  did  not  ex- 
plain mytelf  at  all. 

My  lord, — I  pray  you  be  not  offended  that  I 
take  up  a  little  of  your  time,  to  tell  you,  I  have 
from  my  youth  made  it  my  butinett  to  tenre  hit 
majesty  lalthfuUy,  and  ha?e  constantly,  to  my 
power,  appeared  in  his  service,  eapeciaily  in  all 
timet  of  difficulty,  and  have  never  joined*  nor 
complied  with  any  interest  or  party,  contrary  to 
his  msieaty's  authority,  and  have  all  along 
served  him  in  his  own  way,  without  a  frown 
from  his  majesty  tbeae  thirty  years.  At  noon 
aa  I  patted  the  tchoolt  and  coUeget,  I  went  to 
travel  to  France  and  Italy,  and  wat  abroad 
1647,  1648,  and  till  the  end  of  1649.  My  first 
appearance  in  the  world  wat  to  terve  hit  ma- 
jetty  at  colonel  in  hit  foot-guardt,  and  though, 
at  that  time,  all  the  committiont  were  given  by 
the  then  parliament,  yet  I  would  not  terve 
without  a  committion  from  hit  mi^jetty,  which 
I  have  ttill  the  honour  to  have  by  me.  After 
the  mitfortune  at  Worcester,  I  continued  in 
arms  for  his  majesty's  service,  when  Scotland 
was  over-run  with  tbe  usurpers,  and  was  alone, 
with  some  of  my  friends,  in  arms  in  the  year 
1652,  and  did  then  keep  up  some  appearance  of 
opposition  to  them;  and  general  major  Dean 
coming  to  Argylesbire,  and  planting  several 
garrisons,  he  no  sooner  went  away,  but  we  fell 
upon  the  garriatint  he  had  left,  and,  in  one  day, 
took  two  of  them,  and  cut  off  a  considerable 
part  of  a  third,  and  carried  away  in  all  about 
three  hundred  pritonert.  And  In  the  end  of 
that  year  I  tent  capuin  Shaw  to  hit  majetty, 
with  my  humble  opinion  how  tbe  war  might  be 
carried  on,  who  returned  to  me  with  inttruc- 
tiont  and  ordert,  which  1  have  yet  lying  by  me. 
After  which  I  joined  with  those  hit  mtjeaty  did 
dtmmittionate,  and  stood  out  till  the  last,  that 
the  earl  of  Middleton,  his  majesty's  lieutenant- 
general,  gave  me  orders  to  capitulate,  which  I 
did  without  any  other  engagements  to  the  re- 
belt,  but  allowing  pertont  to  give  bail  for  my 
living  peaceably,  and  did,  at  vsm%  ca!^U\ViX\xv,v 
relieve  ssvcna  ptVM»i«c%  \i^  «»>Mai2^  <«iV«c«A 
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_     iniTA  in  to  the  court  several  letters 

'  for  his  own  Tindication,  and  to  man* 

ifest  his  untainted  loyalty.     One  of  them 

was  from  the  kingf,  all  writ  by  his  own 

my  lord  Granard,  out  of  the  caatle  of  Edin- 
burgh, was  one.  It  i«  notourly  known,  that 
I  was  forfeited  by  the  usurpers,  who  were  so 
jenlousof  me,  that,  contrary  to  their  faith,  with- 
in  eight  months  after  my  capitulation,  upon  pro- 


band, wherein  his  majesty  declared  his  fbll 
confidence  in  the  said  earl,  and  his  obliga- 
tions to  him ;  and  another  from  the  earl  of 
Middleton,  containing  the  deep  sense  tlie 


bind  the  landlords  for  their  tenants,  although  1 
was  mainly  oonoernod?     And  have  I  not  al- 
ways kept  my  tenants  in  obedience  to  bis  in»- 
i  tity  ? 
I  say  an  this,  not  to  arrogate  anj  thine  fur 


tenoe  I  kept  horses  above  the  value,  they  seized  j  doing  what  was  my  honour  and  duty  to  his  ma- 
on  me,  and  kept  me  in  one  prison  after  another,  .  jesty ;    but  if,  after  all    this,  upon   no  other 


till  his  migssty's  happy  restoration,  and  this  .  grounds,  bat  upon  words  that  were  spoken  tn 
only  l>«cause  I  would  not  engage  not  to  serve  1  absolute  innocence,  and  without  the  least  de- 
sign, except  for  clearing  my  own  conscience,  snd 
that  are  not  capable  of  the  ill  sense  wrnitrd 
from  them  by  the  libel,  I  should  be  further 
troubled,  what  assurance  can  any  of  the  greatest 
quality,  trust,  or  Innocence  have  that  they  siv 
secare?  especially  considering  that  so  many 
scruples  have  been  started,  as  all  know,  not 
only  by  many  of  the  orthodox  clergy,  but  by 
whole  presbyteries,  synods,  and  some  bishops 
which  were  thought  so  considerable,  tliat  an 
eminent  bishop  took  the  pains  to  write  a  treati«p-, 
that  was  read  over  in  council,  and  allowed  to 
be  printed,  and  a  copy  given  to  me,  wliicli  con- 
tains all  the  expressions  I  am  charged  for,  and 
many  more  that  may  be  stretched  to  a  woisr 
sense. 

Have  I  not  showed  my  xeal  to  all  the  ends  of 
the  test?  how  then  can  it  be  imagined,  that  I 
have  any  sinister  design  in  any  thing  that  1 
liavesald?  If  I  had  done  any  thing  contrary 
to  it  all  the  course  of  my  lite,  which  I  hope 
shall  not  be  found,  yet  one  act  might  pretend  to 
be  excused  by  a  habit ;  but  nothing  being  ques- 
tioned but  the  sense  of  words  nnseoiistrued  to 
the  greatest  height,  and  stret<:hed  to  imaginary 
insinuations,  quite  contrary  to  my  scope  and  de- 
sign, and  so  fiir  contrary,  not  only  to  my  sensr, 
but  my  principles,  interest,  and  duty,  that  I 
hope  my  lord  advocate  will  think  he  hath  gone 
too  far  on  in  his  process,  and  say  plainly,  what 
he  knows  to  be  truth,  by  his  acquaintance  with 
me,  both  in  public  and  private,  m.  that  I  am 
neither  papist  nor  fanatic,  but  truly  loyal  in  my 


his  mi^jesty,  though  there  was  no  oath  required 
I  do  with  all  gratitude  acknowledge  his  ma- 
jesty's goodness,  bounty,  and  royal  favour  to 
me,  when  I  was  pursu^  before  the  parliament 
in  the  year  1662.  His  miyesty  was  graciously 
pleased  not  to  send  me  there  in  any  opprobrious 
way,  but  upon  a  bare  verbal  parole,  upon  which 
I  came  down  post,  and  presented  mysislf  a  fort- 
night before  the  day.  Notwithstanding  whereof 
I  was  Immediately  clapt  up  in  the  castle,  but 
having  satisfied  his  majesty  at  that  time,  of  my 
entire  loyalty,  I  did  not  oner  to  plead  by  advo- 
cates ;  and  his  midesty  was  not  only  pleased  to 
pNi*don  my  life,  and  to  restore  me  to  a  title  'and 
fortune,  but  to  put  me  In  trust  In  his  service  in 
the  most  eminent  judicatories  of  this  kingdom, 
and  to  heap  favours  upon  me  far  beyond  what- 
ever I  did,  or  can  deserve,  though  I  hope  his 
majesty  hath  always  found  me  faithful  and 
thauikful,  and  ready  to  bmtow  all  I  have,  or  can 
have,  for  his  service;  and  1  hope  never  hath, 
had,  or  shall  have  ground  to  repent  any  favour 
he  hath  done  me.  And  if  I  were  now  i*eally 
guilty  of  tb<%  crimes  libelled,  1  should  think  my- 
self  H  great  villain. 

The  next  occasion  I  had  to  show  my  parti- 
cular zeal  to  his  migesty's  service  was  in  anno 
1666,  when  the  insurrection  was  made,  that  waa 
repressed  at  Pentland  hills.  At  the  very  first 
the  intercourse  betwixt  this  place  and  me  was 
stopped,  so  that  I  had  neither  intelligence  nor 
orders  from  the  council,  nor  from  the  general, 
hut  upon  a  letter  from  the  now  archbishop  of  St 
Andrews,  telling  me  there  was  a  rebellion  like 
tn  be  in  the  three  kingdoms,  and  bidding  me  be- 
ware of  Ireland  anu  Kintyre,  I  brourbt  to- 
gether about  two  thousand  men.  I  seized  all 
the  gentlemen  in  Kintyre,  that  had  not  taken 
the  declaration,  though  I  found  them  peaceable. 
And  1  sent  a  gentleman  to  general  Dnlziel  to 
receive  his  orders,  who  came  to  him  Just  as 
they  were  going  to  the  action  at  Pentland,  and 
was  with  him  in  it,  and  1  kept  my  men  together 
till  his  return.  And  when  I  met  with  consider- 
able trouble  from  my  neighbours,  rebelliously 
ill  arms,  and  had  commissions  both  on  public 
and  private  accounts,  have  I  not  airrlefl  dutiful 
to  his  m^esty,  and  done  what  was  commanded, 
with  a  just  moderation,  which  I  can  prove  un- 
der the  hands  of  mine  enemies,  and  by  many  in- 
fallible demonstrations?  Pardon  me  a  few 
words.  Did  1  not,  in  this  present  parliament, 
•how  my  readiness  to  serve  bis  majesty  and  the 
royal  family,  in  asserting  vigorously  the  lineal 
legal  succession  of  the  crown,  and  had  a  care  to 
have  it  expressed  in  the  commissions  of  the 
Mblrea  and  burghs  1  had  interest  in?  Was  I 
not  for  offering  proper  supplies  to  his  majesty 
mud  hia  successor  ?    And  did  1  not  concur  to 


principles  and  practices.  The  hearing  of  this 
libel  would  trouble  me  beyond  most  of  the  saf- 
ferings  of  my  life,  if  my  innocence  did  not  sup- 
port me,  and  the  hopes  of  being  vindicated  of 
this  and  other  calumnies  before  Uiis  public  and 
noble  auditory. 

I  leave  my  defences  to  these  gentlemen  thst 
plead  for  me,  they  know  my  innocence,  andhovr 
groundless  that  libel  is.  I  shall  only  say,  as  my 
life  hath  most  of  it  been  spent  in  serving  aiid 
suffering  for  his  majesty,  so,  whatever  be  the 
event  of  this  process,  1  resolve,  while  I  breathe, 
to  be  loyal  and  faithful  to  his  majesty.  And 
whether  1  live  publicly  or  in  obscurity,  my 
head,  my  heart,  nor  my  hand  shsll  never  ht 
wanting  where  I  can  be  useful  to  his  majesty^ 
service,  and  while  I  live,  and  when  I  die,  1  shall 
pray,  that  God  Almighty  would  bless  his  ma- 
jesty with  a  long,  happy,  and  prosperous  reign ; 
and  that  the  lineal  legal  successors  of  the  crown, 
may  continue  monarchs  of  all  his  majesty's  do. 
minions,  and  be  defenders  of  the  true  primitive. 
Christian,  apostolic,  catholic^  protestant  reli- 
gion, whUe  sun  and  moon  endure. 

CGod  save  the  King.) 
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king  resolved  still  to  maintain  of  his  singular 
services,  when  at  his  lowest  The  e^rl 
craved  that  they  might  be  read,  and  recorded 
iu  process ;  the  first  was  granted,  but  not 
the  other.  All  these  made  little  or  no  im- 
pression now ;  and,  as  hath  been  formerly 
noticed,  gratitude  was  none  of  the  virtues 
that  could  prevail,  when  a  spirit  of  popery 
and  persecution  was  raging.  To  the  earl 
8ir  George  Lockhart  succeeded,  and  pleaded 
the  irrelevancy  of  the  libel,  with  a  great 
deal  of  force  and  phiinness,  during  almost 
three  hours*  time,  alleging,  that  it  was 
plainly  impossible,  that  a  man's  exonerating 
his  own  conscience  could  make  leasing- 
niaking,  or  that  his  declared  private  mean- 
ing could  give  laws  to  others,  or  come 
under  the  statute  against  private  men's 
making  laws  to  beget  a  misunderstanding 
betwixt  king  and  subjects.  These  reason- 
ings are  so  pointed,  that  though  the  paper 
be  a  little  long,  it  certainly  deserves  a  room.* 


*  Sir  George  LockharCt  jileafor  the  earl  ofArgyle, 

Sir  George  Lockhart,  for  the  earl  of  Argyle, 
allcigeth,  that  the  libel  is  not  relevant,  and  where* 
upoo  he  ought  to  be  put  to  the  knowledge  of  an 
inquest,  for,  it  is  alleged  in  the  general,  that  all 
criminal  libels,  whereupon  any  person's  life, 
estate,  and  reputation  can  be  drawn  in  question, 
•bould  be  founded  upon  clear,  positive,  and  ex- 
prrsa  acta  of  parliament,  and  the  matter  of  fact, 
which  is  libelled  to  be  the  contravention  of  those 
laws,  should  be  plain,  clear,  and  direct  contra- 
ventions of  the  same,  and  not  argued  by  way  of 
implications  and  inferences ;  whereas  in  this  case, 
neither  the  acts  of  parliament  founded  upon  and 
libelled,  can  iu  the  least  be  the  foundation  of  this 
libel :  nor  is  the  explication  which  is  pretended 
to  l>e  made  by  the  paunel,  at  the  time  of  the 
taking  of  his  oath,  (if  considered)  any  contraven- 
Umi  oif  those  laws;  which  being  premised,  and 
the  pannel  denying  the  libel,  as  to  the  whole 
articles  and  points  therein  contained,  it  is  alleged 
in  special : 

Toat  the  libel,  in  so  far  as  it  is  founded  upon 
the  21  chap.  sut.  1.  Robert  I.,  aud  upon  83 
act,  pari.  6.  James  V.  the  43  act,  pari.  H, 
James  1.  and  upoo  the  83  act,  pari.  10.  James 
V.  and  upon  84  ar4,  pari.  8.  James  VI.  and 
upon  the  10  act,  pari.  10.  James  VI.  and  upon 
the  2  act,  pari.  1 ,  sees.  2.  of  his  sacred  mi^jesty. 
and  inferring  thereupon,  that  tlie  pannel,  by  the 
pretended  explication,  given  in  by  him  to  the 
lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council,  as  the  sense 
•f  the  oath  he  bad  uken,  doCh  commit  the  crime 
of  icasing-making,  and  depraving  his  majesty's 
faiws:  the  inference  and  subsumption  is  most 
unwarrantable,  and  the  pannel,  though  any  such 
thine  were  acknowledged  or  proved,  can  never 
9e  round  guilty  of  contravening  these  acts  of 
parliament,  in  respect  it  is  evident,  upon  perusal 
and  consideration  of  these  acts  of  parliament, 
ti^t  tlicj  only  concern  the  cause  of  leasing- 


The  king's  advocate  answered  Sir 
George's  defences  at  a  good  length, 
which,  that  the  reader  may  have  both  sides 
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making,  tending  to  sedition,  and  to  beget  discord 
betwixt  his  majesty  and  his  subjects,  and  the 
dislike  of  his  majesty's  government,  and  the  re- 
proach of  tlie  same.  And  the  said  laws  and  acts 
of  parliament  were  never  understood  or  lil»elled 
upon  in  any  other  sense ;  and  all  the  former  acta 
of  parliament  which  relate  to  the  crime  of 
leasing-making  In  general  terms,  and  under  the 
qualification  foresaid,  as  tending  to  beget  discord 
betwixt  his  majesty  and  his  subjects,  are  ex- 
plained  snd  fully  declared,  as  to  what  is  the 
true  meaning  aud  import  thereof,  by  the  184 
act,  pari.  8.  James  VI.,  which  relates  to  tbs 
same  crime  of  leasing-making,  and  which  is 
expressly  described  In  these  terms,  to  Im  wicked 
and  licentious,  pu1>lie  and  private  speeches,  and 
untrue  calumnies,  to  the  aisdain  and  contempt 
of  his  mi^esty's  council  and  proceedings,  and  to 
the  dishonour  and  prejudice  of  his  highness  and 
his  estate  stirrinc  up  nis  highness's  subjects  to 
misliking  and  sedition,  and  unquietness ;  which 
being  the  true  sense  and  import  of  the  acts  of 
parliament  made  against  leaslng-makers,  the^  is 
nothing  can  be  inferred  from  the  panneVs 
alleged  expHcation,  which  can  l>e  wrested  or 
construed  to  be  a  contravention  of  these  laws : 
in  respect, 

1st.  It  is  known  by  the  whole  tenor  of  his 
life,  and  graciously  acknowledged  by  his  sacred 
majesty,  by  a  letter  under  his  royal  hand,  that 
the  pannel  did  ever  most  zealously,  vigorously, 
and  faithfully  promote  and  carry  on  his  ma- 
jesty's service  and  interest,  even  in  the  worst 
and  most  difficult  times  ;  which  Is  also  aclmow- 
ledged  bv  a  pass  under  the  earl  of  MiddIeton*s 
hand,  wKo  had  then  a  special  commission  from 
his  miyesty,  for  carrying  on  his  migesty's  ser- 
vice in  this  kingdom,  as  lieutenant-general  under 
his  majeaty ;  and  by  a  letter  under  the  earl's 
hand,  of  the  date,  both  which  do 

contain  high  expressions  of  the  pannel's  loyalty, 
and  of  the  great  services  he  had  performed  fur 
his  majesty's  interest ;  and  his  majesty,  as  being 
conscious  thereof,  and  perfectly  knowing  the 
pannel's  loyidty,  and  his  zeal  and  faithfulness 
for  his  service,  did  think  fit  to  entrust  the 
pannel  in  offices  and  capacities  of  the  greatest 
trust  in  the  kingdom :  and  it  is  a  just  and  rational 
presumption,  which  all  laws  make  and  infer, 
that  the  words  and  expressions  of  persons,  who, 
by  the  tenor  and  course  of  their  lives,  have  ex- 
|iressed  their  duty  and  loyalty  to  his  majesty's 
interest,  are  ever  to  Im  interpreted  and  under- 
stood in  meUorem  jxirtem  ;  and,  by  way  of  Im- 
plication and  inference,  to  conclude  and  infer 
crimes  from  the  same,  which  the  user  of  such 
words  and  expressions  never  meaned  or  designed, 
Is  both  unreasonable  and  unjust. 

2.  As  the  foresaid  acts  of  parliament  mads 
against  leasing-makers  and  depravers  of  his 
majesty's  laws,  only  proceed  in  the  terms  afore- 
said, where  the  words  and  speeches  are  plain, 
tending  to  bc^et  discord  between  the  king  and 
his  subjects,  and  to  the  reproach  and  dislike  of 
his  government,  and  when  the  same  are  spoks 
and  vented  in  a  subdolous,  pernicious,  and 
fraudulent  manner,  so  they  never  were,  nor  can 
be  understood  to  proceed  in  the  case  of  a  person. 
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of  the  deiMUe,  I  hare  inserted.f    Bat 
all  intellig^ent  penons  did  reckon. 


ofFi*iing,  in  the  nrmewm  of  a  pablic  judicature, 
( whereof  he  had  the  honour  to  be  a  member) 
hb  iiuioere  and  plain  meaniof  and  apprehension 
of  what  be  oonoeiTcd  to  be  the  true  eenee  of  the 
act  of  parliament  impoeinf  and  enjoining  the 
teat ;  there  being  nothii^  more  opposite  to  the 
tuitM  uf  perliem«it  made  against  leasing-malcing, 
and  Tenting  and  spreading  abroad  the  same  o|>- 
on  seditious  desigiM,  than  the  foresaid  plain  at:d 
open  dedaration  of  his  sense  and  apprehension, 
what  was  the  meanina  of  the  said  act  of  parlia- 
ment :  and  it  is  of  no Importto  infer  any  crime, 
and  much  iees  any  of  the  crimes  libelled,  albeit 
the  pannel  had  eired  and  mistaken  in  his  appre- 
hension of  the  act  of  parliament.  And  it  were 
a  strange  extension  of  the  act  of  parliament  made 
against  leasing-makers,  requiring  the  qualifica- 
tions foresaid,  and  the  acts  against  depraving 
his  majesty's  laws,  to  make  the  pannel  or  any 
other  person  guilty,  upon  the  mistakes  and  mis- 
apprehensions of  the  sense  of  the  laws,  wherein 
men  may  mistake  and  differ  very  much,  and 
even  eminent  lawyers  and  judges ;  so  that  the 
acts  of  parliament  against  leasing-making,  and 
depraving  his  majesty's  laws,  can  only  be  under- 
stood In  the  express  terms  and  qualifications 
foresaid.  Likeas,  it  neither  is  libelled,  nor  can 
be  proven,  that  the  pannel  before  he  was  called 
and  required  by  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy 
council  to  take  the  oath,  did  ever,  by  word  or 
prnctice,  use  any  reproachful  speeches  of  the 
KHid  act  of  parliament,  or  of  his  migesty's  go- 
vernment; but  being  required  to  take  the  oath, 
be  did  humblv,  with  all  submission,  declare 
what  he  apprehended  to  be  the  sense  of  the  act 
of  parliHment  enjoining  the  test,  and  in  what 
seiiiie  he  had  freedom  to  take  the  same. 

3.  The  act  of  parliament  enjoining  the  test, 
does  not  enjoin  the  same  to  be  taken  by  all  per- 
sons whatsoever,  but  only  prescribes  it  as  a 
qualification,  without  which  persons  could  not 
assume  or  continue  to  act  In  public  trust;  which 
being  an  cmth  to  be  taken  by  so  solemn  an  invo- 
cation of  the  name  of  almighty  God,  it  is  not 
•niv  allowable  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  all 
nntiouM,  and  the  opinion  of  all  divines  and  casuists 
popish  or  protestant,  but  also  commended,  that 
where  a  party  has  any  scrupulusity,  or  uuclear- 
ncss  in  hia  conscience,  as  to  the  matter  of  the 
oath,  that  he  should  exhibit  and  declare  the  sense 
and  meaning  in  which  he  is  willing  and  able  to 
take  the  oath.  And  it  is  not  at  all  materiid, 
whether  the  scruples  of  a  man's  conscience,  in 
the  matter  of  an  oath,  be,  in  themselves,  just  or 
groundless,  it  being  a  certain  msxim,  both  in  law 
and  Jivinit^,  that  corucienlia,  etiam  erronca  ligat. 
And  therefore,  though  the  pannel  had  thought 
fit,  for  the  clearing  and  exoneration  of  his  own 
conscience,  in  a  matter  of  the  highest  concern  as 
to  his  peace  and  repose,  to  have  expressed  and 
decL'ured  the  express  sense  in  which  he  could  take 
the  oath,  whether  the  said  sense  was  consistent 
with  the  act  of  parliament  or  not;  yet  it  does 
not  in  the  least  import  any  matter  of  reproach  or 
reflection  upon  the  justice  or  prudence  of  the 
parliament  in  imposing  the  said  oath,  but  allen- 
arly  does  evince  the  weakness  and  scrupulosity 
of  a  man's  conscience,  who  neither  did,  nor 
ouffht  to  have  taken  the  oath,  but  with  an  ex- 
plan/ttioD  thBt  would  have  saved  his  oonscVence 


that  air  Georg^'a  defenoea  remaioed  very 
much  in  their  atrength,  after  all  the  adro- 

to  his  apprehension :  otherwise  ho  bad  grossly 
sinned  before  God,  oven  thoogh  it  was  anudttdm 
errans :  and  this  is  allowed  and  preacribed  by  all 
protestant  divines,  as  indispensably  nec^sisry, 
and  was  never  tboqght  to  import  any  crime,  aad 
is  also  commended  even  bv  popish  casuisu  them- 
selves, who  though  thev  allow.  In  aonse  easss,  ef 
mentail  reservations  and  eqoivooatkHM,  yet  then- 
press  declaration  of  the  sense  of  the  party  is  allow- 
ed and  commended,  as  much  more  ingenuoos ; 
and  tulius  remaUum  contdenlut  ne  iUaqueetur,  as 
appears  by  Bellarmlne  dejurttmento^  and 
upon  the  same  title  de  inlerpreiatioHe  JuramentL 
And  Lessius  that  famous  casuist,  dejustUia  etjitrt, 
dubUaUoHe  8, 9.  ulrum  si  quit  aalvo  iutimo  aUqiiid 
jwramenio  pronuttat,  MigetuTf  et  quale  peccaium 
hoc  tit.  And  which  is  the  general  opinion  of  all 
casubts,  and  all  divines,  as  may  appeiar  by  Ame- 
sius,  ill  his  treatise  de  contaentiaf  Sanderson  dt 
juramentOy  jrralectiotie  secunda.  And  such  an 
express  declaration  of  the  sense  and  meaning  of 
any  party,  when  required  to  take  an  oath,  for 
no  other  end  but  for  the  clearing  and  exooers- 
tion  of  his  own  conscience,  was  never  in  the 
opinion  of  any  lawyer,  or  an v  divine,  oonrtmed 
to  be  the  crime  of  leasing-making,  or  of  d^M&ma- 
tory  libels,  or  depraving  of  public  laws,  or  re- 
proaching or  misconstruing  of  the  govemmeot, 
but  the  contrary.  By  the  universal  suffrage  of 
all  protestant  divines,  there  is  expressly  required, 
in  cases  of  a  scrupulous  conscience,  an  abhor- 
rence and  detestation  of  all  reserved  senses,  and 
of  all  amphibologies  and  equivocations,  whit4 
are  in  themselves  unla;wful  and  reprobate,  upon 
that  unanswerable  reason,  that  JuranierUum  he- 
ing  the  highest  act  uf  devotion  and  religion,  ineo 
requiritur  viaxima  umpliciias,  and  that  a  party  ii 
obliged,  who  has  any  scruples  of  conscience,  pub- 
licly and  oiieiily  to  clear  and  declare  the  same. 

4s  Albeit  it  is  not  controverted,  but  that  a  le* 
gislator  imposing  an  oath,  or  any  public  ao- 
thority,  before  whom  the  oath  is  taken,  after 
hearing  of  the  sense  and  explication  which  a 
person  is  willing  to  put  upon  it,  either  reject  or 
accept  of  the  same,  if  it  be  conceived  not  to  be 
consistent  with  the  genuine  sense  of  the  oath : 
yet  though  it  w^r^  rejected,  it  was  never  heard 
of  or  pretended,  'that  the  offering  of  a  sense  does 
import  a  crime,  but  that  notwithstanding  there- 
of, habetur  pro  recusante,  and  as  if  he  had  not 
taken  the  oath,  and  to  be  liable  to  the  certificsp 
lion  of  law,  as  if  he  had  been  a  refuser. 

5.  The  pannel  having  publi<:ly  and  openly  de- 
clared the  sense  in  which  he  was  free  tu  take  tbs 
<»ath,  it  is  offered  to  be  proved,  that  he  was  al- 
lowed, and  did  accordingly  proceed  to  the  taking 
of  the  oath,  and  did  thereafter  Uke  his  place, 
and  sit  and  vote  during  that  sederunt  of  privy 
council ;  so  as  the  pi*etended  sense  and  explira- 
tion,  which  he  did  then  emit  and  give,  can  im- 
port no  crime  against  him. 

6.  It  is  also  offered  to  be  proved,  that  before 
the  pannel  was  required  t.)  take  the  oath,  or  did 
appear  before  his  royal  highness,  and  lords  of 
privy  council,  to  take  the  same,  there  were,  a 
great  many  papers  spread  abroad  from  persons 
and  ministers  of  the  orthodox  clergy,  and,  as  the 
pannel  is  informed, some  thereof  presented  to  the 
bishops  of  the  church,  in  the  name  of  synods, 
and  vv«a\»^V<&tV«s,  vf  bich  did,  in  downright  terms. 
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rate  was  able  to  adyance.  Sir  John  Dal- 
rymple  in  the  next  room,  supported  the 

ebimrge  the  tost  and  uath  with  allmd  contradio- 
tioos  and  iiiconsitteDciea.  And,  for  aatitfiMstion 
whereof,  ■ome  of  the  Icamod  and  reverend 
bishops  of  the  church  did  write  a  learned  and 
satisfying  answer,  called,  a  ▼indicsUon  of  the 
teot,  for  clearing  the  tcruplei,  difficulties,  and 
mistakes  that  were  objected  against  it.  And 
vrbieh  Tlndieation  and  answer  was  exhibited, 
and  read  before  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy 
council,  and  allowed  to  be  printed,  and  from 
which  the  paunel  argues.  Imo.  That  it  neither 
Is,  nor  can  be  pretended  In  this  libel,  that  the 
alleged  explication  wherein  he  did  take  the  oath, 
does  propose  the  scruples  of  his  conscience  in 
theee  terms,  which  were  proposed  by  the  authors 
of  tbeee  objections,  which  do  flatly  and  positively 
assert,  that  the  oath  and  test  do  contain  matters 
of  ineonsistency  and  contradiction,  whereas  all 
that  is  pretended  in  this  libd,  with  the  most  ab- 
solute violence  can  be  put  upon  the  words,  is 
arguing  implications  and  inferences,  which 
neTther  the  words  are  capable  to  bear,  nor  the 
bincerity  of  the  earl's  intention  and  design,  nor 
the  course  of  his  bypast  life  can  possibly  admit 
of.  And  yet  none  of  the  persons,  who  were 
the  authors  of  such  pa^nt,  were  ever  Judged  or 
reputed  criminal  or  guilty,  and  to  be  prosecuted 
for  the  odious  and  infamous  crimes  libelled,  of 
treason,  leasing-makliig,  peijury,  and  the  like. 
2do.  The  panuel  does  idso  argue,  from  the  said 
matter  of  foct,  that  ths  alleged  explication  li- 
belled, can  neither  in  his  intention  and  design, 
nor  in  the  words  Infer  and  import  any  crime 
against  him,  because,  before  his  Being  required, 
or  appearing  to  take  the  oath,  there  were  spread 
abroad  such  scruples  and  objections  by  some  of 
the  orthodox  clergy  and  others,  so  that  the  sari 
can  never,  in  any  sense,  be  construed  in  his  ex- 
plication, wherein  he  took  the  oath,  to  have  done 
it  animo  infamandi  s  and  to  declaim  against  the 
government,  for  the  scruples  and  objections  that 
were  spread  abroad  by  others,  were  a  fair  and 
rational  occasion  why  the  earl,  In  any  sense  or 
explication  which  he  offered,  might  have  said, 
that  he  was  confident  the  parliament  never  In- 
tended to  impose  contradictory  oaths;  and  this 
U  so  far  from  Importing  the  Insinuation  and  in- 
ference made  by  the  libel,  that  thereby  the  par- 
liament were  so  Impious  as  to  Impose  contradic- 
tory oaths,  as  on  the  contrary,  coruiidering  the 
circumstances  foremen tioned,  that  there  were 
papers  spread  abroad,  Insinuating,  that  there 
were  inconsistencies  and  contradictions  contain- 
ed therein,  the  said  expression  was  an  high  vin- 
dication of  the  honour  and  justice  of  the  parlln- 
ment  against  the  calumnies  and  misrepresenta- 
tions which  were  cast  upon  It,  and  was  also  a 
]ust  rise  for  the  paniiel,  for  the  clearing  and 
exoneration  of  his  own  conscience,  in  the  va- 
rioos  senses  and  apprehensions  which  he  found 
were  going  abroad  as  to  the  said  test,  humbly 
to  offi*r  his  sense  in  which  he  was  clear,  and  sa^ 
tisfied  to  take  the  oath. 

7.  To  the  libel,  in  so  far  as  it  Is  founded  upon 
the  act  of  parliament,  viz.  act  180,  pari.  B,  Jam. 
VI.  declaring,  that  none  should  presume  to  Im- 
pugn tile  dignity  or  authority  of  the  three  es- 
tates of  parlumient,  or  procure  any  Invasion  or 
diminution  thereof,  under  the  pain  of  treason  ; 
as  also^  in  so  far  as  It  Is  pretended  in  the  libeli 


innocence  of  the  earl,  in  an  exoellent 
diaconne  of  the  nature  and  obligai- 
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that  the  pannel,  by  offering  the  sense  and  ex- 
plication libelled,  has  assumed  the  Isgiahitive 
power,  which  is  inoommnnicaUe,  and  has  made 
a  law,  or  a  part  of  a  law.  It  is  answered,  the 
libel  Is  most  groundless  and  irrelevant,  and 
against  which  the  act  of  parliament  is  opponed, 
which  is  BO  plain  and  evident,  upon  the  reading 
thereof,  that  it  neitlier  is  nor  can  be  subject  to 
the  least  cavlUatloa,  and  the  |dain  mcaaiag 
whereof  Is  nothing  else,  but  to  Impagn  the  au- 
thority of  pariiaments,  as  If  the  king  and  par^ 
liament  had  not  a  legislative  power,  or  were  not 
the  highest  representative  of  the  kingdom,  or 
that  any  of  the  three  esUtes  were  not  eesentially 
requisite  to  constitute  the  pariiamenC  And  be- 
sides, there  is  nothing  moreoertain,  than  thst 
the  occask>n  of  the  said  act  its  being  made,  was 
in  relation  to  the  bishops  and  clergy,  and  there 
is  nothing  In  the  pretended  explanation,  that  can 
be  wrested  to  import  the  least  contravention  of 
tbe  said  act,  or  to  be  an  impugning  of  the  three 
estates  of  parliament,  or  a  seeking  any  Innova- 
tion therein.  And  It  Is  admired  with  what 
shadow  of  reason  It  can  bs  pretended,  that  the 
pannel  lias  assuotied  a  legislative  power,  or  made 
a  part  of  a  hiw,  seeing  all  that  Is  conUlncd  in 
the  alleged  explication  libelled,  is  only  a  declara- 
tion  of  tne  earrs  sense,  in  which  he  was  satisfied 
to  Uke  the  oath,  and  so  respected  none  but  him- 
self,  and  for  the  clearing  of  his  own  conscience, 
which  justly  Indeed  the  word  of  Ood  calls  a  law 
to  himself,  without  any  encroaching  up<iu  the 
legislative  power.  And  where  was  it  ever 
debsted,  but  that  a  man  In  the  taking  of  an 
oath,  if,  as  to  his  apprehensions,  he  thought 
any  thing  In  it  deserved  lo  be  rieared,  might  de- 
clare the  same;  or  that  his  exhibiting,  at  tbe 
time  of  the  taking  of  the  oath,  his  sense  and  ex- 
plication, when>in  he  did  take  it,  was  ever  re- 
{»uted  or  pretended  to  be  the  assuming  of  a  legis- 
ative  power,  it  being  the  universal  practice  nf 
all  nations  to  allow  this  liberty?  and  which 
sense  may  be  either  rejected  or  accepted,  as  the 
legislature  shaU  think  fit,  importing  no  more 
but  a  party's  private  sense,  for  the  exoneration 
of  his  own  conscience.  And  as  to  that  member 
of  the  libel,  founded  upon  act  19,  pari.  S,  Queen 
Mary,  it  contains  notning  but  a  declaration  of 
the  pain  of  perjury,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the 
explication  libelled  which  can  in  tbe  least  be  in- 
ferred as  contravention  of  tbe  said  act,  in  re- 
spect, if  it  should  be  proved,  that  the  pannel  at 
the  time  of  the  taking  of  the  oath,  did  take  it  in 
the  words  of  the  said  explication,  as  his  sense  of 
the  oath,  it  is  clear,  that  the  sense  beiuff  declared 
at  the  time  of  taking  the  oath,  and  allowed  as 
the  sense  wherein  It  was  taken,  the  pannel  can 
only  be  understood  to  have  taken  It  in  that 
sense.  And  although  public  authority  may 
consider  whether  the  sense  given  by  the  pannel 
does  satisfy  the  law  or  not,  yet  that  can  import 
no  more,  though  it  was  found  not  to  satisfy, 
but  to  hold  the  pannel  as  a  refuser  of  the  oath ; 
but  It  Is  absolutely  Impossible  to  Infer  the  crimes 
of  peijury  upon  it,  being,  as  is  pretended  by  the 
libel,  the  pannel  did  only  take  It  with  the  de- 
claration of  the  sense  and  explication  libelled. 

B.  As  the  explication  libelled  does  not  at  all 
import  all,  or  any  of  the  crimes  contained lu\S\^ 
said  Ubel,  so,  \>7  vYie  commAu  ^tVurV^**  ^V  ^i5\ 
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tion  of  oaths,  which  I  have  likewise  hart    added   replies    which    follow,  §  and 


subjoined  j:  and  sir  Georg^e  Lock- 

Uw,  tvherea  person  does  emit  words  for  the 
clenring  and  exoneration  of  his  own  conscience, 
althoui^h  there  were  any  ambiguity,  or  unrJear- 
netM,  or  involvedness  in  the  tenor  or  import  of 
the  expressions  or  words,  yet  they  are  ever  to 
be  interprete<l  interjtretationc  benipna  etJhDifrabUif 
according  to  the  general  principles  of  law  and 
reason.  And  it  never  was,  nor  can  be  refused 
to  any  person  to  interpret,  and  put  a  congruous 
sense  upon  his  own  words,  especially  the  paiinel 
being  a  person  of  eminent  quality,  and  who 
bath  given  great  demonstration  and  undeniable 
evidences  ot  bis  fixed  and  unalterable  loyalty  to 
his  majesty's  interest  and  service,  and,  at  the 
time  of  emitting  the  said  explication,  was  in- 
vested and  intrusted  in  public  capacities.  And 
it  is  a  just  and  rational  Interpretation  and  cau- 
tion, ivhich  Sanderson,  that  judicious  and  emi- 
nent casuist,  gives  Pnelect  2,  that  dicta  et  facta 
nriucinum,  jwrentumy  reclorum^  are  ever  to  be 
looked  upon  as  betiigna  interjtretathnis,  and  that 
dubia  sunt  mternrctanda  in  meliorem  vartcm. 
And  there  is  notning  in  the  ejcplication  libelled, 
which,  without  detortion  and  violence,  and  in 
the  true  sense  and  design  of  the  pannel,  is  not 
capable  of  this  benign  interpretation  and  con- 
struction, especiHlly,  respect  being  had  to  the 
circumstances  wherein  it  ivas  emitted  and  given, 
after  a  great  many  objections,  scruples,  and  al- 
leged inconsistencies,  were  owned,  vented,  and 
spread  abroad,  which  was  a  rise  to  the  earl,  fur 
using  the  expressions  contained  in  the  pretended 
declaration  libelled. 

9.  These  words  whereby  it  is  pretended  the 
pannel  declares,  *  he  was  ready  to  give  obedience 
as  fur  as  he  could.'  Imo.  Do  not  in  the  leaitt  iin- 
p(»rt,  that  the  parliament  had  imposed  any  oath 
whirh  was  in  it:ielf  unlawful,  but  only  the  paii- 
nel's  scrupulosity  and  undearness  in  matter  of 
conscience.  And  it  is  hoped  it  c>annot  be  a  crime, 
becau.'<e  all  men  cannot  go  the  same  length. 
And  If  any  such  thing  were  argued,  it  might  l>e 
ar)(ued  ten  times  more  strongly,  from  a  simple 
refusing  of  the  oath,  as  if  any  thing  were  en- 
JolAed,  which  were  so  hard,  that  it  is  not  possible 
to  comply  with  it:  and  yet  such  implications 
are  most  irrational  and  Inconsequential,  and 
neither  in  the  case  of  a  simple  and  absolute  re- 
fusing of  the  oath,  nor  in  the  case  of  an  explica- 
tion of  the  party's  sense,  wherein  be  is  willing 
to  take  the  oath,  Is  there  any  impeachment  of 
the  justice  and  prudence  of  the  legislator  who 
iinpuseth  this  oath,  but  singly  a  declaration  of 
the  scrupulosity  and  weakness  of  the  party,  why 
he  cannot  take  the  with  in  other  terms ,  and  such 
explications  have  been  allowed  by  the  laws  and 
customs  of  all  nations,  and  are  lulvised  by  all  di- 
vines of  whatHoever  principles,  for  the  solace  and 
security  of  a  man's  conscience.  2do.  As  to  that 
point  of  the  explication  libelled, '  that  T  am  confi- 
dent  the  pai'liament  never  intended  to  impose 
contradictory  oaths  ;'  it  respects  the  former  an- 
swer,  which,  considering  the  plain  and  down- 
right objections  that  were  spread  abroad,  and 
made  against  the  oath,  as  conuining  inconsis- 
tencies  and  contradict  ioiin,  was  an  high  vindica- 
tion of  the  justice  and  prudence  of  the  parlia- 
meiit.  Siio.  As  to  the>e  words,  *  and  therefore 
J  think  nobody  ran  explain  it  but  fur  himself.' 
TltrpUiu  and  clear  meaning  is  nothing  vise,  Wt 


the  advocate  gare  triplies,  which  likewise 


that  the  oath  being  imposed  by  act  of  parliament. 

i  it  was  of  no  private  interpreution ;  and  thst 
tberelbre  everv  man,  who  waa  to  take  it,  befaored 
to  take  it  in  that  seuta,  which  he  apprehended 
to  be  the  genuine  aenae  of  the  parliameot.  And 
it  is  impoadble,  without  impugning  oommon 
sense,  that  any  man  could  take  It  in  any  otbfr 
sense,  it  being  as  impossible  to  aee  with  anotber 
mani  eyes,  as  to  see  with  hia  private  rcasun. 
And  a  man's  own  private  aenae,  and  apprehen- 
sion of  the  genuine  sense,  was  the  only  proper 
way  wherein  any  man  could  rationally  take  the 
oath.  And  as  to  these  words,  '  that  he  takes  it 
as  tar  as  it  is  consistent  with  Itself  and  the  pio- 
testant  religion,'  the  pannel  neither  intended  nor 
expressed  more,  but  that  he  did  take  It  as  a  tree 
protestaut,  and  he  hopes  all  men  have  taken  ii 
as  snch.  And  as  to  that  clause  wherein  the 
pannel  is  made  to  declare,  <  that  he  docs  not  bled 
up  himself  In  his  station.  In  a  lawful  way,  tv 
wish  and  endeavour  any  alteration,  he  thinks, 
to  the  advantage  of  church  or  state,  not  repug- 
nant to  the  protestant  religion  and  bis  loyalty.' 
It  is  answeml,  lliere  Is  nothing  in  this  expres- 
sion  that  can  import  the  least  crime,  or  give  the 
least  umbrage  for  any  mistake:  for,  I.  It  U 
most  certain,  it  is  impossible  to  ellclte  any  such 
thing  from  the  oath,  but  that  U  was  the  iateutisa 
of  the  parliament,  that  persons,  notwithstandiog 
of  the  oath,  might  concur  in  their  stations,  and 
in  a  lawful  way,  in  any  law,  to  the  advantage  sf 
church  and  state :  and  no  rational  man  ever  did 
or  can  take  the  oath  In  other  terms,  that  being 
contrary  to  his  allegiance  and  duty  to  his  sacred 
majesty  and  prince.  2,  There  is  nothing  in  the 
said  expression  which  does  touch  In  the  least 
point,  at  any  alteration  in  the  fundamentals  of 
government,  either  in  church  or  state,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  by  the  plain  and  clear  words  and 
meaning,  rather  for  iu  perpetuity,  stability,  and 
security,  the  expression  being  cautioned  to  the 
utmost  scrupulositv,  as  that  it  was  to  be  dons  ia 
a  lawful  manner,  that  it  was  to  be  to  ths  advaa- 
tage  of  church  or  state,  that  it  was  to  be  consit- 
teut  with  the  protestant  religion,  and  with  his 
loyalty,  which  was  no  other  but  the  duty  aod 
loyaltv  of  all  faithful  subjects,  and  which  he  has 
signally  and  eminently  expressed  upon  all  oe- 
casious :  so  that  how  such  an  expression  can  be 
drawn  to  Import  all,  or  any  of  the  crimes  HImI- 
led,  passeth  all  natural  uncierstanding.  Andss 
to  the  last  words,  *  this  I  understand  as  a  part  U 
my  oath,  'which  is  libelled  to  be  a  treasonaUt 
ihyasloo,  and  assuming  of  the  legislative  pow<r; 
it  is  answered,  it  is  most  unwaiTan table,  and  a 
party's  declaring  the  sense  and  meaning,  ia 
which  he  was  free  to  take  an  oath,  does  not  at 
all  it;hpect  or  invade  the  legislative  power,  of 
which  the  pannel  never  entertained  a  thought, 
but  has  an  absolute  abhorrence  and  deiesutios 
of  such  practices :  but  the  plain  and  clear  mean- 
ing is,  that  the  sense  and  explication  was  a  part 
of  his  oath,  and  not  of  the  law  imposing  the 
oath,  these  being  as  distant  as  the  two  poles; 
and  which  sense  was  taken  off  the  earl's  hands, 
and  he  accordingly  was  allowed  to  take  his 
place  at  the  council-boanl,  and  therefore  repeats 
the  former  general  defences. 

And  to  convince  the  lords  of  justiciary,  that 

\  vVievi^  v&  uo\\v\\v*,  \VL  \Vi<t  pretended  explicalior: 
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follow.  II     Thoiui  papers,  though  not  short, 
I  durst  not  venture  to  abridge,  but  have 


libcllttd,  which  can  be  drawn  to  import  any 
crime,  evtn  of  the  lowent  size  and  degree »  and 
that  tb«%  is  no  expression  therein  contained, 
that  can  be  detorted  ur  wrested  to  import  the 
same.  Is  evident  from  the  learned  Tindication 

Sablisbed  and  spread  abroad,  by  an  eminent 
isbop,  and  which  was  read  in  tlie  face  of  the 
privy  council,  and  does  contain  expressions  of 
the  aame  nature,  and  of  the  same  import  con- 
tained in  the  pretended  explication  libelled,  as 
the  i^rouud  of  this  indictment  libelled  against  the 
pannel.  And  it  is  positively  offered  to  ^  proven, 
that  these  terms  were  given  in,  and  read,  and 
allowed  to  be  printed,  and  (without  taking 
notice  of  the  whole  tenor  of  the  vindication, 
which  the  lords  of  justiciary  are  humbly  desired 
to  pemse  and  consider,  and  compare  the  same 
with  the  explication  libelled)  the  same  acknow- 
ledgeth,  that  scruples  had  been  raised  and  spread 
abroad  against  the  oath ;  and  alsoacknowledgeth, 
that  there  wereexpressions  therein  that  were  dark 
and  obscure ;  and  likewise  takes  notice,  that  the 
confession,  ratified  par.  1.  Jam.  VI.,  to  which 
the  oath  reUtes,  was  hastily  made,  and  takes 
notiee  of  that  authority  that  made  it ;  and  ac- 
knowledges in  plain  terms,  that  the  oath  does  not 
hinder  any  regular  endeavour  to  regulate  or 
better  the  established  government,  but  only  pro- 
hibits irr^^lar  endeavours  and  attempts  to 
invert  the  substance  or  bod v  of  the  government ; 
and  does  likewise  explain  the  act  of  parliament 
anent  his  majestv's  supremacy,  that  it  does  not 
reach  the  alteration  of  the  external  government 
of  the  church.  And  the  pannel  and  his  procu- 
rators are  far  from  insinuating  in  the  least,  that 
there  is  any  thing  in  the  said  vindication,  but 
wlwt  is  consistent  with  the  exemplary  loyalty, 
piety,  and  learning  of  the  writer  of  the  same. 
And  though  othen  perhaps  may  differ  in  their 
private  opinion,  as  to  this  interpretation  of  the 
act  of  parliament  anent  the  king's  supremacy, 
yet  it  wen  most  absurd  and  irratioiud  to  pretend, 
tlwt  whether  the  misuke  were  upon  the  inter- 
prrtation  of  the  writer,  or  the  sense  of  others,  as 
to  that  point,  that  such  mistakes  or  misappre- 
henaioDa,  upon  either  hand,  should  import  or 
infer  against  them  the  crimes  of  leasing-maldng, 
or  depraving  his  majesty's  laws;  for  if  such 
foandatlon  were  laid,  judges  and  lawyen  had  a 
daoferoas  employment,  there  being  nothing 
mora  ordinary  than  to  fall  into  differences  and 
miatakes  of  the  sense  and  meaning  of  the  laws 
and  acts  of  parliament :  but  such  crimes  cannot 
he  inferred,  but  with  and  under  the  qualifications 
abovementioned,  of  miUicioua  and  perverse  de- 
sifns,  joined  with  licentious,  wicked,  and  re- 
prottchful  speeches  spread  abroad  to  move  sedition 
and  dislike  of  the  government :  and  the  said  laws 
were  never  otherwise  interpreted,  nor  extended 
in  any  case;  and  therefore  the  explication  libelled, 
neither  as  taken  complexly,  nur  in  the  several 
expreaalons  thereof,  nor  in  the  design  of  the  in- 
g:iverofthe  same,  can,  in  law,  import  against 
him  all  or  any  of  the  crimes  libelled. 

In  Ulie  manner  the  pannel  conjoins,  with  the 

S 'rounds abovementioned,  the  proclamation  issued 
orth  by  his  maiesty's  privy  council,  which  ac- 
knowledges and  proceeds  upon  a  narrative,  that 
acruplei  and  Jealousies  were  raised  and  spread 


put  them  together  in  the  notes,  as 
containing    very  distinct    and  full 


abroad  against  the  act  of  parliament  enjoining 
the  test,  for  clearing  and  satisfaction  whereof, 
the  said  proclamation  was  issued  forth,  and  is 
since  approved  of  by  his  sacred  majesty. 

f  The  advocate*!  argument  and  jtlea, 

Ills  majesty's  advocate,  for  the  foundation  of  hia 
debate,  does  present,  that  his  msJHity,  to  secure 
the  government  from  the  i-ebelliuus  principles  of 
the  last  age,  and  the  unjust  pretext  made  use  of 
in  this,  from  popery  and  other  jealousies,  as  also 
to  secure  the  protestaiit  religion  and  the  crown, 
called  a  parliament ;  and  that  the  great  security 
resolved  on  by  the  parliament  was  this  excellent 
tei»t,  in  which,  that  ihe  old  juggling  principlrs  of 
the  covenant  might  not  be  renewed,  wherein 
they  still  swore  to  serve  the  king  in  their  own 
way,  the  parliament  did  pojtitively  ordain,  that 
this  oath  should  be  taken  in  the  plain  genuine 
meaning  of  the  words,  without  any  evasion 
whatsoever.  Notwithstanding  whereof  the  earl 
of  Argyle,  by  this  paper,  docs  invent  a  new  way, 
whereby  no  man  is  at  all  bound  to  it.  For  how 
can  any  person  be  bound,  if  every  man  will  only 
obey  it  as  far  as  he  can,  and  as  far  as  he  conceives 
it  consistent  with  the  protestant  religion  and  with 
itself,  and  reserve  to  himself,  notwithstanding 
thereof,  to  make  any  alteration  that  he  thinks  con- 
sistent with  his  loyalty  ?  and  therefore  his  majea- 
ty's  advocate  desires  to  know,  to  what  the  earl  of 
Argvle,  or  any  man  else,  can  be  bound  by  this 
testr  what  the  magistrate  can  expect,  or  what 
way  he  can  punish  his  perjurv?  for  if  he  be 
bound  no  further  than  he  himself  can  obey,  or  so 
far  as  this  oath  is  ronsistent  with  the  protestant 
religion,  or  itself,  quomodo  coyislal,  to  whom  or 
what  is  he  bound  ?  and  who  can  determine  tiiat? 
or  agiUnst  what  alteration  is  the  government 
secured,  since  he  is  judge  of  his  own  alteration  ? 
so  that  that  oath  which  was  to  be  taken  without 
any  evasion,  is  evaded  in  every  single  word  or  let- 
ter, and  the  government  asunsecure,  as  before  the 
act  was  made,  because  the  taker  is  no  further 
bound  than  he  pleases.  From  which  it  cannot 
be  denied,  but  his  interpretation  destroys,  not 
only  this  act,  but  all  government,  since  it  takes 
away  the  security  of  all  government,  and  makes 
every  man's  conscience,  under  which  name 
there  goes  ordinarily,  in  this  age,  humour  and 
interest,  to  be  the  rule  of  the  taker's  obedience. 
Nor  can  it  be  conceived  to  what  purpose  laws, 
but  especially  oaths,  needed  to  be  made,  if  this 
were  allowed ;  or  how  this  cannot  fall  under 
the  197  act,  pari.  7.  James  VI.,  whereby  it  is 
statuted,  "that  no  man  interpret  the  statutes 
otherwise  than  the  maker  understood."  For 
what  can  l>e  more  contrary  to  the  taking  of 
them  in  the  maker's  sense,  than  that  every  man 
should  obey  as  far  as  they  can,  and  be  allowed  to 
take  them  in  a  general  sense,  so  far  as  they  are 
conKiiitent  with  themselves  and  the  protestant 
religion,  without  condescending  wherein  they 
do  not  agree  with  the  protestant  religion?  and 
that  they  are  not  bound  not  to  make  any  altera- 
tion, which  they  think  good  for  the  states ;  for 
all  these  make  the  rule  of  obedience  in  the  taker, 
whereas  the  positive  law  makes  it  to  l>e  in  the 
maker.  Or  how  could  they  be  punished  with 
peijury  after  this  oath  ?  for  wh«u  h«  vt«t^<^i»s- 
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reasoningv  upon  omUib,  and  the  ex- 
plication of  them.    The  reaiouinjrs 


nlled  for  makiog  lUteratioua  againBt  thit  oath, 
and  M  t9  be  pojurad,  h«  might  CMily  «u«wer, 
tbat  he  tiiok  tois  oath  ouly  in  to  far  a«  it  wan 
ronuaCent  with  the  proteetant  religion,  and  with 
a  mlvo,  that  he  might  make  auv  aJteration  that 
he  thought  cousUtent  with  hii loyalty.  And  a» 
to  thane  pointa  upon  which  he  were  to  be  quar- 
relied,  he  might  aay,  be  did  not  Uiiolc  them  to  l>e 
inoonaiateiit  with  hia  loyalty,  think  we  what  we 
piaaacd,  and  ao  needed  not  be  peijured,  except 
he  pleaaed  to  deddeagaiuat  himaelf ;  for  in  theae 
ganeraU  he  reaervea  to  himaelf  to  be  atill  judge ; 
and  thia  were  indeed  a  fine  aecuritT  fur  any 
government.  And  by  the  aame  rule,  that  ft 
Moaea  thia  oath,  it  ahowa  a  way  of  looaing  all 
oatha  and  obedience,  and  conaequeutly  atrikea  at 
the  root  of  all  Uwa  aa  well  aa  tliia :  whereaa,  to 
ahun  all  thia,  not  only  thia  exoelieut  atatute  107. 
haa  aecurrd  all  the  reat,  but  thia  ia  common 
reaaon ;  and  in  the  opinion  of  all  diyinea,  aa 
well  aa  lawyera  in  all  nationa,  rer6a  juratnaiti 
iulcUiguntur  tecundum  nuniem  et  inientionem  ^s 
cui  fit  juratnentuM,  which  la  aet  down  aa  the 
grand  poaition  by  ^ideraon,  (wliom  they  cite) 

J  I.  IST.  and  ia  founded  upon  that  mother  law, 
.  10  ,  cui  inttrrogaiut,  fF.  de  iniemeiatiuHibut  in 
Jum  jaciciuiiit  and  without  which  no  man  can 
have  aenae  of  government  in  hia  head,  or  practiae 
it  in  any  nation.  Whereaa,  on  the  other  liand, 
there  ia  no  danger  to  any  tender  conadenoe,  aiiice 
there  waa  no  tbrcc  upon  the  carl  tu  take  the 
oath,  but  he  took  it  for  hia  own  advantMge,  uiid 
might  liave  abatained. 

Sido.  It  ia  inferred  from  the  al>ove- written 
matter  of  fact,  that  the  carl  la  clearly  guilty  of 
contravention  of  the  10  act,  parL  10.  James  VI., 
whereby  the  liegea  are  commanded  not  to  write 
any  purpoae  of  reproach  of  hia  majeaty*a  goverii" 
meuta  or  miaconatrue  hia  proceeding*,  whereby 
any  mialiking  may  be  raiaed  betwixt  hia  high- 
iieaa,  hia  nobility,  or  hia  people.  And  who  can 
read  thia  paper  without  aeeiiig  the  king  and  par- 
liament reproached  ojienly  in  it?  for  who  can 
hear,  that  the  oath  ia  only  taken  aa  far  aa  it  ia 
conaiatent  with  itaelf  and  the  proteatant  religion, 
but  muat  neceaaarilv  conclude,  that  in  aeveral 
thinga  it  ia  incouaiatent  with  itaelf  and  the 
proteatant  religion?  for  if  it  wei'e  not  inconaia- 
tent  with  itaeli  and  the  proteatant  religion,  why 
thia  dauae  at  all,  but  it  might  have  been  ainiply 
taken?  fur  the  only  reuaon  of  hindering  it  to  Im; 
taken  simply,  waa  becauae  of  the  inconaiatency, 
cr^u,  there  behoved  neceaaarilv  to  be  an  inconai»> 
tency.  And  if  there  be  any  inconaiatency  with 
the  protestiint  religion,  or  any  contradiction  in 
the  oath  itaelf,  can  there  be  any  thing  a  greater 
reproach  on  the  parliament,  or  a  greater  ground 
of  mialike  to  the  people?  and  whereaa  itla  pre- 
tended, that  all  lawa  und  aubaumptiona  aliould 
be  clear,  and  theae  are  only  inferencea;  it  ia 
anawered,  that  there  are  aome  thinga  which  the 
law  can  ouly  forbid  in  general ;  and  there  are 
many  infcrencaa  which  are  aa  atrong  and  natural, 
and  reproach  aa  aoon,  or  aoouer  than  the  plalneat 
defamationa  in  the  world  do :  for  what  ia  openly 
aaid  of  reproach  to  the  king,  doea  not  wound 
hiui  ao  much  aa  many  aeditioua  inaiuuAtiona 
have  done,  in  thia  age  and  the  laat :  ao  that 
whatever  waa  the  eari'a  deaign,  (albeit  it  Ia  al- 
wayw  conceived  to  be  uukind  to  the  act  againtt 


continued  till  nine  at  nigfit,  and  when  ill 
were  dismined,  the  lorda  eontiBacd  together 

which  himaelf  debated  in  parliainent*)  yei  err- 
tainly  the  law,  in  aixch  n— ea,  ia  only  to  coodder 
what  effect  thia  may  have  amongvt  the  people^ 
and  therefore  the  acu  of  parilameut,  that  wen 
to  guard  againat  the  mlaounatruing  ni  bis  ma- 
jeaty'a  government,  do  not  only  apeak  of  what 
waa  doigned,  but  where  a  dialiking  may  k 
cauaed,  and  ao  jadgeth  ab  ^fftedu ;  and  eon«- 
quentially  to  the  aame  emergent  reason,  ttmakt* 
all  thinga  tending  to  the  raidn^  of  dialike,  ta  k 
puniahable^  by  the  act  60.  par.  6.  Q^  Mary,  anj 
the  9  act,  par.  20.  Jamee  vl.,  ao  that  the  law 
deaigned  to  deter  all  men,  by  theae  Indefinite aa4 
comprehenaivf  expreadocm;  and  both  In  tkli 
and  all  the  laws  of  leaalng-making,  the  Judfirtt 
are  to  consider  what  falls  under  theae  geoeni 
and  comprehend ve  words;  nor  could  toe  hir 
be  more  apef.ial  here,  aince  the  makers  of  rt- 
proach  and  alander  are  ao  various,  thai  ihij 
could  not  be  b«iuiid  up,  or  cxprened  In  aaj 
law.  But  aa  it  evidently  appear^  that  m 
man  can  hear  the  wordia  expressed,  If  Ic 
believe  thia  paper,  but  he  must  think  the  paifii- 
ment  haa  made  a  very  ridiculous  oath,  imnub- 
tent  with  itself  and  tne  proteatant  religion,  fk 
words  allowing  no  other  sense,  and  having  (hu 
natural  tendency  ;  even  aa  a  man  would  aay,  1 
love  such  a  man  only  in  ao  far  aa  he  b  an  hdoot 
man,  he  behoved  certainly  to  conclude,  that  tk 
man  waa  not  every  way  honest :  ao  If  your  kd- 
abipa  will  take  meaaurea  by  other  parllamoiti^ 
or  your  predeceaaora,  you  will  clearly  aee,  tktt 
they  thought  leas  than  thia  a  delhmlog  of  Ae 
government,  and  miaconatrulng  bis  tnajeitj's 
proceeding!*,  For  In  Balmerino  a  case,  the  jus- 
tices find  an  humble  aupplicatlon  made  to  tk 
king  himaelf,  to  fall  under  theae  acta  now  cited; 
albeit,  aa  that  waa  a  supplication,  ao  It  cootalod 
the  greatest  expreaaiuua  of  loyalty,  and  othn  af 
life  and  fortune  that  could  be  expresasd;  jft 
becauae  it  insinuatea  darkly,  that  the  king  lo  tk 
preceding  parliament  had  not  favoni^  tk 
proteatant  religion,  and  they  were  sorry  k 
ahould  have  token  notea  with  hia  owni  ban<h  of 
what  they  aaid,  which  seenia  to  be  most  Innocest. 
yet  he  waa  found  guilty  upon  those  same  tny 
acta,  and  the  parliament  1661,  found  hial<Mrddiip 
himaelf  guilty  of  leaslng-maklng,  though  he  had 
only  written  a  letter  to  a  private  friend,  wfakh 
rrquirea  no  great  care  nor  obaervatlou  ;  (but  tbi* 
paper,  whicn  waa  to  be  a  part  of  hie  own  ottb, 
doea)  becauae,  after  he  had  snoken  of  the  paifit- 
ment  in  the  first  part  of  hia  letter,  he  thervafter 
added,  **that  the  king  would  know  their  txicka;" 
which  words  might  be  much  more  applicable  X» 
the  private  persona  therein  designed,  than  tbsi 
the  worda  now  Inaisted  on  can  be  capable  of  tny 
auch  Interpretation:  and  if  either  in  tarpretatlsoi) 
upon  pretext  of  exonering  of  conselenee,  V 
oiherwiae,  be  allowed,  a  man  may  easily  deftmc 
aa  much  aa  he  pleasea.  And  have  we  not  sain 
the  king  moat  clefamed  by  covenanta  entered  fnto^ 
ut>on  pretence  to  make  him  great  and  glorimh. 
by  remonatrances  made  to  take  away  hh  brelhrr 
and  beat  friend,  upon  pretence  of  nre^rvf  ng  the 
proteatant  religion,  and  hia  sacred  person  ?  snd 
did  not  all  who  rebelled  against  him  In  the  li»t 
age,  declare,  Chat  they  thought  themaelvea  bnand 
in  duty  to  obey  him,  but  atill  as  far  aa  that  could 
consist  with  their   respect  to   the   proteaCant 
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iipou  their  iuterlocator,   till    two   in   the 
morning,  luid  adjourned  till  the  loth  in  the 


rrli|(ion.  and  the  lavrs  and  librrtic*,  n-hich  mnde 
all  the  rmt  hiKtrirctuai  ?  and  wlieiviui  It  is  pi-e- 
tcndrd,  that  by  iheiie  wurdif,  '*  1  takp  the  same 
in  aa  far  as  it  is  coiiifiHtfnl  with  iiiM-lf,  and  tli« 
protesUnt  religion/'  nothing  more  i.t  uifHiit,  but 
that  be  takes  it  as  a  true  prorvNtant.  iliii  mii- 
jaaty's  adTc»cate  appeals  to  your  lordships,  and  all 
tb«  baarera.  It',  apon  bearirif{  thin  rxpro^iwioii, 
tbey  should  take  It  in  this  sense,  and  uut  rather 
think  that  there  is  an  inconsistency;  for  if  that 
were  possible  to  be  the  sense,  what  need  he  miv 
at  all,  •« as  far  as  it  is  consistent  with  itsell'?'^* 
Nor  bad  the  other  part,  "  as  far  as  it  is  ct insis- 
tent with  the  protestaiit  religion,'*  been  neces- 
sary ;  tor  it  is  either  consistent  with  the  prutes- 
tant  religion,  or  otherwise  they  were  enemies  to 
tb«  protcatant  religion  that  made  it ;  nor  are  any 
lasryers  or  others  in  danger,  by  pleading  or 
srritiug,  for  thew  are  verv  diiferent  from,  and 
may  be  very  easny  pleadecl,  without  defaming  a 
law  and  an  oath,  when  they  eo  to  take  it :  but  if 
any  lawyer  should  say  in  pleading  or  writing, 
that  the  test  was  inconsistent,  or,  which  is  idl 
oosy  that  it  were  not  t<»  be  taken  by  any  man, 
but  ao  far  as  It  was  consistent  with  itself  and 
the  protestant  religion,  no  doubt  this  would  be  a 
crime  eren  in  pleading,  though  pleading  has  a 
greater  allowance  than  deliberate  swearing  has ; 
and  as  there  is  nothing  wherein  there  is  nut 
■ome  iocourenienny,  so  the  incoiiveniency  of 
dclaniing  the  government,  is  much  greater  than 
that  of  any  private  man*s  hazard,  who  needs  not 
err  exoept  he  please. 

W|i«^rais  it  is  pretended,  that  before  the  earl  gave 
In  hia  explication,  there  were  other  explications 
^raad  abroad,  and  answers  read  to  them  in 
council,  and  that  the  council  itself  gave  an  ex- 
plication. It  la  answered,  that  if  this  paper  be 
Icasing-making,  or  misconstruing  his  majesty's 
jiroceedings,  and  treasonable,  as  is  contended, 
tfaen  a  thousand  of  the  like  offences  cannot  ex- 
cuse it ;  and  when  the  king  accused  noblemen, 
■alnistera  and  others,  in  the  year  160l»  forgoing 
on  in  the  rebellions  of  that  age,  first  with  the 
oovenaaters,  and  then  with  the  usurpers,  it  was 
fKiDd  DO  defence,  that  the  nation  was  overgrown 
with  tboae  crimes,  and  that  they  were  thought 
ta  bo  dutita  in  those  days ;  vea,  this  were  to  in- 
Tita  men  to  offend  in  multitudes;  and  albeit, 
•ouMtlme,  these  who  follow  the  example  of 
mulUtodsai  may  thereby  pretend  this  as  an  ex- 
coaa  to  many,  yet  this  was  never  a  formal  defence 
agaliMt  guilt,  nor  was  ever  the  chief  of  the  of- 
fenders ^voured  on  that  head.  And  it  is  to  be 
praaumed,  that  the  earl  of  Argyle  would  rather 
bo  fidlewed  by  others,  than  that  he  would  follow 
any  example.  But  his  mi^esty's  advocate  dues 
abadkitoly  decline  to  debate  a  point  that  may  de- 
lame  a  constant  and  standing  act  of  parliament, 
by  Itaviug  upon  record  a  memory  of  its  being 
«yposed  ;  nor  were  this  relevant,  except  it  could 
be  aaid,  the  council  had  allowed  such  explications 
whieb  reriectcd  upon  the  king  and  government : 
for  the  writing  an  answer  is  no  allowance  but  a 
condemning ;  nor  can  the  council  ulluw  any 
more  tluin  they  can  remit,  and  though  It  may 
Justly  be  denied,  that  the  council  heard  even  the 
carl's  own  explanation,  yet  the  hearing  or  allow- 
ing bini  to  sit,  Is  no  reli-vant  plea,  birauiM.*  they 
IJI 
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wu»  prouuuncod,  ihut  this  found  the 
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very  justly  might  have  taken  a  time  to  consider 
bow  tar  it  was  fit  to  nccuMe  u)Kin  that  head ;  and 
it  is  both  just  and  tit  lor  the  council  to  titke 
lime,  anil,  by  express  act  of  parliament,  the 
nrgligence  of  the  king's  oflicers  does  not  bind 
them:  fur  if  this  were  allowe<l,  leading  men  in 
the  council  might  commit  what  crimps  they 
pleased  in  the  council,  which  certainly  the  kin^ 
may  quarrel  many  years  after;  and  thou(;h  all 
the  council  had  allowed  him  that  day,  any  offift-r 
ofstiite  mit;ht  have  quarrelled  it  the  next  diiy. 
As  to  the  opinion  of  uellai-mine,  Sanderson,  and 
others,  it  is  ever  contended,  that  the  principles  of 
the  covenant  agree  very  well  with  these  of  the 
Jesuits,  and  both  do  still  allow  equivocations  and 
evasions ;  but  no  s<»lid  orthodox  divine  ever 
allowed,  that  a  man  who  was  to  »wear  without 
any  evasion,  should  swear  so  as  he  Is  bound  to 
nothing,  as  it  is  c-onteuded  the  earl  is  not,  for  the 
reasons  represented.  And  as  they  still  recom- 
mend, that  when  men  are  not  clear  they  might 
abstain,  as  the  earl  might  have  done  in  this  case, 
so  they  still  conclude,  that  men  should  tell  In 
clear  terms,  what  the  sense  is  by  which  they  are 
to  be  bound  to  the  state ;  whereas  the  earl  here 
tells  only  in  general,  and  in  most  ambiguous 
tarms,  that  be  takes  It  as  far  as  he  can  obey,  and 
as  far  as  it  is  consistent  with  the  protestant 
religion,  and  that  he  takes  it  in  his  own  sense, 
and  tliat  he  is  not  bound  by  it  tVom  making  al- 
terations, but  as  far  as  he  thinks  it  for  tbeadvan> 
tage  of  church  or  state ;  which  sense  is  a  thou- 
sand times  more  doubtful  than  the  test,  and  Is, 
in  effect,  nothing  but  wltat  the  taker  pleasei 
himself. 

As  to  the  treason  founded  on,  bis  mijesty  N 
advocate  founds  it  first  upon  the  fundamental 
and  common  laws  of  this  and  all  nations,  where- 
by it  is  treason  for  any  man,  to  make  any  altera- 
tion he  shall  think  for  the  advantage  ot  church 
or  state,which  be  hopes  Is  a  principle  cannot  bo 
denied  in  the  general.  And  whereas  it  is  pre- 
tended, that  this  cannot  be  understood  of  nieon 
alterations,  and  of  alterations  to  Iw  made  in  a 
lawful  way;  it  li  answered,  that  as  the  thing 
itself  is  treason,  so  this  treason  is  not  taken  on 
by  any  of  those  qualifications,  because  he  declares, 
he  will  wish  and  endeavour  any  alteration  he 
thinks  fit ;  and  any  alteration  comprehends  all 
alterations  he  thinks  fit :  nam  jtroposUio  uutefiniia 
e^iiftollet  uniivrsali :  and  the  word  any  is  gen- 
eral in  ita  own  nature,  and  is  in  plain  terma,  a 
reserving  to  himself  to  make  alterations  both 
great  and  small ;  and  the  restriction  is  not,  ail 
alterations  the  king  shall  think  fit,  or  are  consis- 
tent with  the  laws  and  acts  of  parliament,  but 
he  is  still  to  be  judge  of  this,  and  his  loyalty  ia  to 
l>e  the  standard  ;  nor  did  the  covenanters  in  the 
last  age,  nor  do  these  who  are  dally  executed, 
decline  that  they  are  bound  to  obey  the  king 
simply,  but  only  that  they  are  bound  to  obey 
him  no  otherwise,  than  as  far  as  his  commands 
are  con»istent  with  the  law  of  God,  of  nature, 
and  of  this  kingdom,  and  with  the  coveiuint ; 
and  their  treason  lies  in  this;  and  when  it  is 
ahked  them,  who  shall  be  judge  in  this,  ihey 
still  make  themselves  judges ;  and  the  reason  of 
all  treas<in  being,  that  the  government  is  not 
biTure,  it  is  desired  to  b(>  known,  what  way  the 
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ecrrs  defences  relevant  as  to  peiju- 1  and  leasin^makin^  were  repelledL  ft  issud 


ry,  bnt  all  his  defences  as  to  treason  i  two  of  the  lords  dissented  from  the  rele- 


KOTrmmcnt  oan  be  ■ecnrad  after  this  paper, 
«iiic«  the  earl  U  still  judge  how  far  he  te  obliKed, 
aud  what  is  his  loyalty ;  aod  if  this  had  been 
sufficient,  the  ooreiiaiit  had  been  a  Tery  excellent 
paper,  for  they  are  there  bound  to  endeavour,  in 
their  sf'veral  stations,  to  defend  the  king's  per- 
son ;  but  when  the  king  vhallengod  them,  bow 
they  camii  to  make  war  against  bim,  their  great 
refuge  was.  That  they  were  themselvsa  still 
judges  as  to  that.  And  for  illustrating  this 
power,  tb«*  lords  of  JaNticIary  are  desired  lo  oon- 
sider,  gtiid  juriSf  it*  the  enrl  or  any  man  else 
should  iiHve  rrwrved  to  himself  in  this  oath  a 
liberty  to  riiie  in  arms,  or  to  oppoee  the  lineal 
soocession.  though  be  had  added,  '  in  a  lawful 
manner,'  for  the  thing  being  In  itself  unlawful, 
this  ia  l>ut  sham,  and  proU/tatio  conlraria 
facto :  and  if  these  be  unlawful,  notwithstand- 
ing of  anrh  additions,  so  much  more  must 
this  general  reservalkm,  <  of  making  anr  alter- 
ations, likewise  be  unlawful,  notwithstand- 
ing of  these  additions:  for  ho  that  reserves 
the  general  power  of  making  any  alteration* 
docs  a  fnrtinri  reserve  powvr  to  make  any  aU 
teratioii,  tlkough  never  so  fundamental  ;  for  all 
particulars  are  included  in  tb«  general,  and 
wbati-ver  may  be  said  against  the  particulars, 
may  much  more  strongly  be  said  against  the 

?eneral.  V.  The  ISO  act,  pari.  H,  James  VI. 
s  expressly  founded  on,  because  nothing  can  be 
a  greater  d»minution  of  the  power  of  the  parlia- 
ment, than  to  introduce  a  way  or  means,  where- 
by all  their  ads  and  oaths  shall  be  made  insigni- 
Heant  and  ineffectual,  as  this  paper  dues  make 
them,  for  the  reamns  represente<l.  Nur  any  of 
the  estates  of  pRrliament  secure  at  this  rate,  but 
that  they  who  rescrvrU  a  general  power  to  make 
all  alterations,  may,  under  that  general,  come  to 
alter  anv  of  them.  S.  What  can  be  a  greater 
impngning  of  the  dignity  and  authority  of  par- 
liaments, than  to  say,  that  the  parliament  has 
made  acts  fur  the  security  of  the  kingdom,  which 
are  in  themselves  ridiculous,  inconsistent  with 
themselves  and  the  protestant  religion  ? 

And  as  to  what  is  aa^wered  against  invading 
the  king's  prerogative,  and  the  legislative  power 
in  parliaments,  in  adding  a  part  to  an  oath  or 
acf,  \%  not  relrvnntly  inferred,  since  the  sense  of 
thciie  words, '  and  this  1  understand  as  a  part  of 
my  oath,'  is  not  to  be  understood,  as  If  any  tiling 
u'cre  to  be  added  to  the  law,  but  only  to  the  oath, 
»nd  to  bs  an  IntequretHtlon  to  the  oath.  It  Is  re- 
plied. That  after  this  no  man  needs  to  add  a 
uiutioii  to  the  oath  In  parliament ;  but  when  he 
comes  to  take  the  oath,  do  the  parliament  what 
they  ideasp,  he  will  add  bis  own  |iart.  Nor  can 
this  part  be  looked  u]»on  asaseiisie;  for  if  this 
were  the  sense  Iteforc  this  paper,  iie  needed  not 
understand  it  an  a  part  of  it,  for  it  wanted  not 
that  part :  and  in  general,  ns  every  man  nuiy 
add  his  own  part,  no  the  king  can  be  secure  of 
no  part.  But  your  lordships  of  justiciary  are 
desired  to  consider,  how  datigerous  it  would  be 
in  this  kingdom,  and  how  ill  it  would  sound  in 
any  other  kingdom,  that  men  should  be  allowed 
to  reserve  to  themselves  liberty  to  make  any  al- 
teration they  thought  fit,  in  church  or  titatp,  ns 
to  the  legality  of  which  thny  were  themsclve!*  to 
iMsJuif^Ps;  iitul  hoiv  fiir,  from  degree  to  drgrro, 
Uiis  ut  Jaat  tuny  mnu)  to  iibsolute  anarchy,  and 


bow  seandaloua  a  thing,  as  well  as  ■asseufe,  this 

new  wav  may  look,  in  an  ago  wherein  we  are 

I  too  much  tracing  the  steps  of  our  rebellkma  pn»- 

^  genitors  in  the  last,  whose  great  dofcetioo  and 

I  error  was,  that  they  thought  thenselvea,  and  not 

the  king,  the  authors  of  reformation  in  dmrch 

and  state.     And  no  man  ever  was  barred  by 

that,  that  the  way  he  was  upon  was  not  a  hiv- 

ful  way;  for  if  It  be  allowed  to  every  man  ts 

take  bis  own  way,  every  man  will  think  his 

own  way  to  be  the  lawful  way. 

As  to  the  perjury.  It  Is  founded  on  this,  Pirrt, 
that  perjury  may  be  committed  not  only  by 
breaking  an  oath,  but  even  in  the  swearing  of  it, 
viz.  to  swear  It  with  sneh  evaaions  aa  make  the 
oath  ineffeetual ;  for  whleh  Sanderson  is  eftid, 
page  1A$»  AUentm  fw^fmii  genua  est,  hoio  aHpm 
ercogUalo  cummaite  Jumrnenti  r? m  dceihiare,  aul 
etudercf  et  juratu  lenehtr  tub  pctva  jter/urnf  rm- 
fiUrtf  $e€un(ium  intcHikmem  firftrenHs;  both 
which  are  here.  For  the  earl  being  bound  by 
the  very  oath,  to  swear  In  the  genuine  meaninf , 
without  any  evasion,  he  has  sworn  so  as  be  has 
evaded  every  word,  there  beinf  not  one  word  to 
which  it  can  be  said  particolarly  he  is  bunnd,  as 
is  said.  And  It  is  undeniable,  that  ha  bas  not 
sworn  in  the  sense  of  the  makers  of  the  law,  bat 
in  his  own  sense,  which  Is  perjury,  aa  la  said  t 
and  consequentially,  whatever  sense  mav  ht  al- 
lowed in  ambiguous  cases,  vet  there  can  oe  none 
where  the  paper  clearlv  bears  generals;  and 
where  he  declares,  that  he  lakes  It  in  his  own 
sense,  his  majesty's  advocate  decJares,  he  wiU 
not  btirden  himself,  that  copies  were  dispersed, 
though  It  is  certain,  since  the  very  pH|»er  itself, 
by  the  giving  in.  Is  chargeable  with  all  that  is 
above  clini'ged  upon  it. 

I  Sir  JttMn  Dalrymplc* s  tvjUjf  lo  the  kltt^s 
Qilviicate, 

Sir  John  Dalrymple  repli<M  for  the  pannel, 
that  since  the  solid  grounds  of  law,  adduced  ia 
the  defences,  have  received  no  parilcujar  an- 
swers, in  relation  to  the  ixtmmoo  coiutent  of  all 
casuists,  viz.  that  a  party  who  takes  an  oath, 
is  bound  in  conscience  to  rlrar  and  prupotte  the 
terms  and  sense  in  whii'h  he  does  understand 
the  oath,  nor  In  relation  to  the  several  grounds 
adduced,  concerning  the  legal  and  rational  ia- 
terpretaliou  of  dubious  clauses  ;  and  since  the»e 
have  received  no  answers,  the  grounds  are  ohI 
to  be  repeated  :  but  the  procurators  for  the  pan- 
nel do  further  insist  on  these  defences. 

1.  It  is  not  alleged,  tiiat  sny  explanation  «m 
given  in  bv  the  pannel  to  any  person,  or  asy 
copy  spread  before  the  pannel  did  uks  the  test 
in  council ;  so  that  It  cannot  be  pretended,  that 
the  many  scruples  that  have  b^ii  moved  con- 
cerning the  test,  did  arise  from  the  panners  ex- 
plication; bnt  on  ilie  contrary,  all  the  ol^octloia 
that  are  answered  aud  obviated  in  the  paiincl's 
explication,  were  not  only  privately  mtitteretl, 
or  were  the  thoughts  of  siugle  or  illitiu-ata per- 
sons, but  they  were  the  difficulties  proposed  by 
synods  and  presbyteries,  long  before  the  panurl 
came  &'om  home,  or  was  requiied  to  take  the 
test.  So  that  the  general  terms  ol'  the  ai-ts  of- 
parliament  founded  up«ui  in  the  libel,  arc  not 
I  applicable  in  tbis  ctsc;  for  as  these  laws  in  nls- 
Wou  \A \e»a\\\^>T(\^V.<&vs^  arc  only  relative  t«»  airo- 
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Taney :  whether  they  entered  a  formal  dis- 
sent, I  cannot  tay,  but  they  were  outvoted. 


eioiH  wUfol  iniiniMtioDt,  or  mUoonttruciiona  of 
his  m^ieaty'a  pnrsoo  or  government,  or  the  open 
dcpniTiDf  of  hie  Uwi,  to  the  rebtrictive  clauie, 
whereby  ecdition  or  mieoonstructione  may  be 
mored,  r^aedf  or  cnfendered,  betwixt  bia  ma- 
Jtaly  and  bia  liegea,  oannot  be  applied  to  thia 
oaae,  where  all  these  apprehenaioiis  and  MTuplea 
wore  on  foot,  and  agitated  long  before  the  pan- 
nel'a  explanation. 

Aa  it  caonot  be  pretended,  that  any  new  doat 
waa  ralaed  by  the  panneVa  explanation,  to  it  ia 
pooitlTelv  oTOred  to  be  proved,  that  there  is  not 
one  word  contained  in  thla  explanation,  but  that 
cither  theae  individual  words,  or  much  wome^ 
had  been  publicly  propoaed,  and  verbaiim  read  in 
eonncll,  without  toe  least  diacouragcment,  or  the 
leaal  oMection  made  by  any  meml>t*r  of  the  coun- 
cil; ana  where  a  writing,  ex  jnrojMsUo,  read  in 
ao  high  a  court,  waa  unTvemally  agreed  upon, 
without  the  alteration  of  a  syllable,  bow  can  it 
be  pretended,  that  any  penuin  thereatUr  UHing 
the  aaid  Individual  terms  in  any  explanation, 
and  far  easier  tenna,  that  they  shall  incur  the 
high  and  infamous  crimes  libelled?  and  the 
question  Is  not  here,  whether  the  oouiioil  was  a 
proper  Judicature  to  have  proposed  or  imposed  a 
aenae,  or  allowed  any  explanation  of  the  test  to 
be  published ;  but  that  it  is  impossible  that  a 
artiM  they  allowed,  or  being  publicly  read  before 
them,  and  which  the  Icing's  advocate  did  not 
eontrol,  that  this  should  import  treason  or  any 
crime:  and  tliongh  the  pannel's  advocate  will 
not  pnrsat  or  follow  the  reply  that  has  been 
made  to  this  point,  yet  certainly  no  man  or  sober 
■cose  will  thfuk,  that  it  is  fit  to  insinuate,  that 
■o  high  a  Judicature  might  have  authorized  or 
acquiesced  In  such  explanations,  aa  the  Urges 
thereafter  should  be  entrapped  to  have  used. 

If  tlM  pannel  liad  oficiously  or  ultroneoosly 
offered  a  aense  or  explanation  of  bia  majesty  s 
lawst  which  the  laws  themselves  could  not 
have'  borne,  It  might  Justly  have  lieefi  alleged, 
that  he  was  extra  onUntm,  and  meddling  in  a 
matter  he  was  not  concerned  in ;  but  where  the 
act  ef  oouncil  did  enjoin,  and  be  waa  required 
and  cited  to  that  effect.  It  could  neither  be  con- 
atrucicd  aa  eatentatlon,  or  to  move  or  encourage 
aom^ci  er  rcalstance,  but  It  was  absolutely 
nccaasary  either  for  to  have  refused  the  test,  or 
dse  to  have  declared  what  he  thought  to  be  the 
trae  and  genoine  meaning  of  it ;  and  tiiere  being 
■o  many  ohjectiona  publldT  moved  and  known, 
hie  explanarion  was  notbiDg  else  bat  to  clear, 
that  1m  did  not  loolc  upon  thoce  acruplea  and 
flil»|0ctloM  moved  by  otliers,  as  well  founded  and 
latlonai  in  thensdvea,  and  therefore  he  was 
aMe  to  CbIm  the  test  in  that  sense  the  council  had 
hcaflrd  er  allowed ;  and  it  is  not  controverted, 
the  sense  of  the  legislator  is  the  genuine 
liodi  of  laws  and  oatha ;  and  if  a  person 
only  interpreting  tlie  meaning  of  either 
bw  or  an  oath  impoacd,  lie  should  deprave  and 
niMMMtmct  tlie  law  and  oatik,  If  he  rendered  it 
wiltingiy  and  willingly  in  terms  inconsistent 
with  tne  meaning  of  the  impoeer :  but  there  is 
a  great  difference  lietwixt  taxing  of  oaths,  and 
Interpreting  oatha;  for  when  a  man  cornea  to 
^ake  an  oath,  except  his  particular  aense  did 
agree  with  the  genuine  meaning  of  the  imposer, 
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he  cannot  talu  that  oath,  though  be  may  very 
well  interpret  and  declare  what  ia  the  sense  of 
the  legislator,  which  he  may  know,  and  yet  per- 
hapa  not  be  able  to  take  the  oath.  And  there- 
fore,  when  there  ia  any  doubtlulneaa  in  an  oath, 
and  a  party  is  bound  to  take  it.  If  then  he  givea 
in  an  explication  of  the  senM,  which  he,  in  hii 
private  Judgment,  doth  apprehend  to  be  the  gen- 
uine meaning,  if  that  private  aense  be  disoon- 
form  to  the  legislator's  aenke  in  thn  oiith,  then 
the  imposer  of  the  oath,  or  he  that  baa  power  to 
offer  it  to  the  party,  if  he  consider  the  party*a 
sense  discoufurm,  he  ought  to  reject  the  oath,  M 
not  fulfilling  tiie  intent  of  tiie  Ihw  im]NMing  ic 
But  it  is  Impossible  to  state  that  as  a  crime,  tliat 
a  party  should  never  believe  wlial  is  proposed  In 
the  oath,  nor  be  able  to  take  it ;  and  he  can  run 
no  farther  hazard,  but  the  penalty  impoeed  upon 
the  refuaer }  and  therefore,  in  ail  oaths,  there 
must  be  a  concourse  both  of  the  aenae  impoeed  by 
authority,  and  of  the  private  sense,  judgrottnt,  or 
conscience  of  the  party.  And  therefore,  if  a 
party  iJiould  take  an  oath  in  the  sense  propoaed 
by  authority,  contrary  to  bia  own  sense,  be  weie 
perjured  :  whereby  it  is  evident,  that  the  aenae 
of  authority  ia  not  sufficient,  without  tbo  acqui- 
escence and  consent  of  the  private  person ;  and 
therefore  It  is  very  strange,  why  that  part  of  tlie 
pannel's  explanation  should  be  challenged,  that 
he  takes  It  in  Mh  own  sense,  the  puaterwr  worda 
making  it  as  plain  aa  the  light,  that  that  sense  of 
his  own  is  not  what  be  plfaaea  to  make  of  the 
oath,  for  it  bears  expressly,  tliat  no  body  can 
explain  it  but  fur  himself,  and  reconcile  it  aa  it 
is  genuine,  and  agreea  in  iu  own  aenae ;  so  that 
there  must  be  a  reconciliation  betwixt  his  own 
sense  and  the  genuine  sense,  which  U|Hin  all 
hands  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  aense  of  author- 
ity ;  and  that  the  pannel  bad  been  of  these  lax 
and  debauched  principles,  that  he  might  have 
evaded  the  meaning  and  eneny  of  the  oath,  by 
imposing  upon  it  wbat  sense  he  plrakcd,  certain- 
ly he  would  have  contented  himselt'in  the  general 
refuse  of  equivocation,  or  mental  reservation; 
and  he  would  never  have  exposed  hia  sense  to 
the  world,  In  which  be  took  this  oath,  whereby 
he  became  absolutely  fixed  and  determined  to  the 
oath.  In  that  particular  aense,  and  so  bad  no  la- 
titude of  bhnffling  oif  the  energy  or  obligation  of 
the  oath.  And  It  is  likewise  acknowledged, 
that  the  eaaes  alleged  in  the  reply  are  true,  viz. 
that  the  person  Is  guilty  of  peigury,  sialiquo  novo 
commcHto  he  would  elude  his  oath,  or  who  doth 
not  fulfil  the  oath  In  the  sense  of  the  Iroiioser ; 
but  that  dues  not  concern  this  case :  for  m  the 
foresaid  citation,  a  person  after  be  has  taken  an 
oath,  finding  out  some  new  conceit  to  elude  it, 
he  Is  perjured;  but  in  this  case,  the  pannel  did, 
at  and  before  his  taking  the  test,  declare  the 
terms  in  which  he  understood  It ;  so  that  thia 
was  not  novo  aliquo  eommento  to  elude  it.  And 
the  other  case,  where  a  party  takes  It  ia  the  sense 
of  authority,  but  haa  some  subterfuge,  ur  con- 
cealed explanation,  It  it  acknowledged  to  be 
perjury ;  but  in  this  case,  there  was  no  concealed 
explanation,  but  it  was  publicly  expren^ed,  and 
an  explanation  given,  which  tlie  pannel  designed 
and  undei'st«iod  as  the  meaning  of  authority,  and 
had  ground  to  believe  he  was  not  mistaken,  Ukco, 
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the  mutter  of  fact  U  kuown  to  many 
'  3'«t  ailive,  and  is  an  follows.    There 


upon  tbat  ezplanatloo,  he  was  recelred  and  al- 
lowed to  lit  and  TOte  in  council. 

And  aa  to  that  part  of  the  reply  that  explain! 
the  treason,  there  can  be  no  treason  in  the  pan- 
nel*s  case,  because  tlie  express  act  of  parliament 
founded  upon,  dotb  relate  only  to  the  constitution 
of  the  parliament ;  and  I  am  sure,  his  mi^esty's 
advocate  cannot  subsume  in  these  terms:  and 
therefore,  In  the  reply,  he  recurs  to  the  general 
grounds  of  the  law,  that  the  usurping  of  his 
majesty's  authority,  in  making  a  part  of  the  law, 
and  to  make  alterations  in  general,  without  the 
king,  are  high  and  treasonable  words  or  desif^us, 
and  such  as  the  party  pleases,  and  such  designs 
aa  have  been  practised  In  the  late  times ;  and 
that  even  the  adjection  of  fair  and  safe  words, 
aa  in  the  covenant,  does  not  secure  from  trea- 
Bonable  deiigns ;  and  tbat  it  was  so  found  in 
Balmerino's  case,  though  it  bear  a  fair  narrative 
of  an  humble  supplication.  It  is  replied,  that 
the  usurpation  of  making  of  lawa  is  undoubtedly 
treasonable ;  but  no  such  thing  can  be  pretended 
)Ar  subsumed  in  this  case ;  for  albeit  the  pannei 
declares  his  explanation  to  be  a  part  of  his  oath, 
yst  he  never  meant  to  Impose  it  as  even  a  nart 
pt  the  law,  or  that  bis  explanation  should  be  a 
thing  distinct,  or  a  separate  part  of  his  oath ;  for 
this  explanation  being  but  exegetic  of  the  several 
^arts  of  the  oath,  it  is  no  distinct  thing  from  the 
oath,  but  declared  to  be  a  part  of  the  oath,  de 
tiatura  reL  And  It  was  never  pretended,  that 
be  that  alleged  any  thing  to  be  ife  natura  iv^ 
dtA  say  that  that  was  distinct  and  separate^ 
which  were  a  contradiction ;  and  therefore  the 
argument  is  retorted.  The  panncl  having  de- 
clared this  explanation  was  de  natura  nn,  implied 
In  the  oath,  he  necessarily  made  this  explanation 
no  addition  or  extension  of  the  oath  ;  so  that  for 
all  this  explanation,  the  oath  is  neither  broader 
nor  longer  than  it  was. 

And  as  to  these  words,  'I  do  not  mean  to 
hind  up  myself  in  my  station,  and  in  a  lawful 
way  to  wish  and  endeavour  any  alteration  I 
think  to  the  advantage  of  cfauroh  or  atate,  not 
repugnant  to  the  protestant  religion,  and  my 
loyalty.*  It  is  a  strange  thing  how  this  clause 
can  be  drawn  in  question,  as  treasonable,  when  it 
may,  with  better  reason,  be  alleged,  that  there 
is  not  a  good  sul^ect  but  is  bound  to  say  it. 
And  albeit  the  words,  *  to  endeavour  in  my 
station,'  be  words  contained  in  the  covenant, 
yet  that  Is  no  reason,  why  two  words  in  the 
covenant,  may  not  be  made  use  of  in  another  very 
gfN>d  and  loyal  sense :  and  there  is  no  man  that 
shall  have  the  honour  either  to  be  entrusted  by 
his  uiMJvsty  in  his  council,  or  any  other  judica- 
ture, (>r  to  be  a  member  of  parliament,  but  he  is 
bound  by  his  loyalty  to  say  the  same  thing ;  and 
there  was  never  a  clause  more  cautiously  ex- 
pressed, for  the  words  run,  *  to  endeavour  any 
alteration  I  shall  think  to  the  advantage  of 
clitirch  and  state.'  And  though  that  wasi  suf- 
tii'icnt,  yet  the  clause  is  so  cautiously  conceived, 
that  it  contains  another  restriction,  *  not  repug- 
nant to  religion  and  hin  loyalty.'  So  that  ex- 
cept it  could  Im)  allfgcd,  that  a  man,  by  laivful 
uieanR,  to  tlie  advuntsge  of  church  and  statf, 
foiud^fnt  with  hU  i'cli);ion  and  loyiilty,  loiild 
Jnnke  ttrn^ntmblv  :(Jterali>>nH  aiid  iuvas\ou%  \m 
iiic i;u\rninii'i,t  ntul  monairliy,  vvliich  are  the 
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highest  contradictions  imaginable,  there  can  be 
nothing  against  the  panncl.      And  albeit  the 
dause,  *  any  altcratioiia,'   might  without  the 
restrictions  and  qualifications  toroaaidi  bo  gener- 
ally extended,  yet  the  prceading  worda  of  'law- 
ful way,'  and  the  rational  Interpretation  of  the 
omission  of  words,  especially  before  a  aoleam 
judicatory,  leaves  no  other  plaoa  or  shadow  to 
doubt,  that  theee  alteratiooa  were  no  fuodainco- 
Ul  or  treaaonable  alteratioM^  but  such  aa  Um 
frailty  of  human  affairs  and  conatitutionat  and 
viclssitudea   of  things  and    ciroumataDoeft,   do 
oonsUutly  require,  in  themoat  exact  ooDstlCatMOs 
under  heaven.     And  the  clause  data  not  so  asuch 
as  import,  that  there  ia  a  preaent  nacesslty  of 
alteration,  but  It  was  a  necessary  and  latieosl 
prospect,  that  albeit  at  preaent,  all  thiogs  under 
heaven  had  been  done  to  eaeure  the  religioii  and 
government,  yet  thora  miahl  occur  cases  that 
might  require  new  belpa^  altcratloos,  and  reme- 
dies.    And  it  is  not  pretended  in  this  case  for 
the  pannelf  that  he  desires  to  sllsviato  or  takeoff 
words  truly  treasonable,  or  having  an  ill  deeign, 
by  the  mixing  of  foir  and  safe,  dutiful  and  sab- 
missive  expressions,  which  indeed  ave  proCesu- 
tione  caniraruB  facto:  for  there  is  naUiiog  la 
his  explanation,  that  either  in  his  dea^,  m  in 
the   words   tbcmeelvee,   being   rationally  and 
naturslly  interpreted,  can  infer  the  crissaa  li- 
belled, or  any  of  them ;  and  the  panmel's  ksMirn 
principlea  and  known  practice^  do  net  enlj 
dear  that  loyalty  that  he  has  prafoeasd  belors 
the  lords  of  Justiciary,  and  instructed  by  uo- 
^uestionable  documents,  but  they  put  him  &r 
Irom  the  suspicion  of  these  damnable  nrindplcs 
related  in  the  reply,  of  which  the  whole  timet  of 
his  life  ha^  been  an  entire  evidence  of  hia  ab- 
horrency  and  detestation.       And  in    the  last 
place,  it  is  thought  strange,  why  that  should  be 
represented  as  an  affront  or  disgrace  to  the  gar- 
ernment,  that  the  parliament  impoecd  a  tert, 
which  the  pannd  ia  not  able  to  take  aimpty: 
and  it  is  not  pretended,  that  be  hath  defoned, 
written,  or  spoken  against  the  test  itaelf,  or  for 
the  inconveniency  of  it,  but  only  that  he  hatk 
not  been  able  to  see  the  good  ground  upon  whick 
it  may  be  simply  taken  ;  and  this  were  to  oeo- 
demn  him  for  want  of  sight  or  sense,  when  die 
law  hath  punished  no  man  for  not  taking  tbe 
test,  but  only  turned  him  out  of  tfaegovernraeat 
And  it  is  sa  strange  an  Inference,  that  hccasM 
the  pannd  dedarea,  he  helievee  the  purliamaat 
meant  no  contradiction,  and  would   take  Ibf 
test,  in  as  far  as  it  is  oonaiatent,  that  therefore  he 
says    the    parliament  imposed  contradictioBs ; 
which  is  so  far  from  a  rational  induction,  thii 
the  contradiction  of  these  subsumptions.  In  sll 
congruity  of  language  and  sensei,  is  neoessarily 
true ;  and  therefore  the  last  part  of  that  dauK, 
*in  ao  far  as  it  is  consistent,*  ia  a  consequence 
Inferred  upon  the  former,  viz.   1  believe  tbe 
parliament  designed  to  impose  no  ooatradictioas, 
ergo  I  take  the  test  as  consistent,  and  In  so  fisras 
it  must  be  consistent,  if  the  parliament  did  no' 
impose  contradictions,  as  certainly   they  have 
nut;  and  to  t'oiivinro  the  world,  that  in   ibis 
bcnsr  x\i\%  exjilanation  i.-*  iTceivable,  it  wns  pro- 
I  p«Mi>d  in   coiiiiiil,   and   nlifitved.;  Mii<i  therelurr. 
\  wUUuut  the  hi(^hctit  rclUi-tion,  it  uinnot  now 
\  W  \\yiu\Yv\\^, 
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wiis  now  an  old  iDfirm  man,  so  far  derayed, 
that  he  was  not  able  to  take  his  turn  in 


§  Sir  iieorge  LockharVs  rqtty  to  the  King's 

AdiHKQte* 

Sir  Ge«>rg«  Lockhart  doplin,  that  the  de- 
fender repeats  and  oppones  bis  former  defences, 
which  ttre  noways  elided  nor  satisfied  bf  the 
reply  msde  by  his  msjesty's  sdvocate.  And  al- 
though It  be  easy  for  the  king's  adrocate,  out  of 
hfs  xeal,  to  pretend  and  argue  crimes  of  the 
highest  nature,  upon  inferences  and  conse- 
qncnries,  neither  consistent  with  the  psnnel's 
design 4,  nor  with  his  words  snd  expressions, 

C*\  there  cannot  be  a  more  dangerous  foundation 
id,  for  the  security  and  interest  of  the  gorern- 
mcnt,  and  the  security  snd  protection  of  the 
tabjeets,  than  that  crimes  should  be  inferred 
bat  from  clear,  evident,  and  express  laws,  and 
vlaSn  palpable  contravention  or  these  laws,  it 
heing  Dotn  agMnst  the  laws  of  God  and  man, 
that  a  man  should  be  made  an  offender  for  a 
word,  and  especially  for  expressions,  which,  ac- 
eording  to  sense  and  reason,  and  considering  the 
time  and  place  where  they  were  spoken  by  the 
pamnd,  m.  as  a  member  of  his  mi^tv*s  privy 
coundl,  and  in  presence  of  his  royal  hignnesa 
and  the  members  of  council,  and  when  required 
to  take  the  test,  were  safe  and  Innocent.  And 
it  were  against  all  law  and  reason  to  suppose^ 
that  the  pannel  either  did,  or  designed  to  do 
•ny  thing  whieh  may,  or  did  Import  the  crimes 
libelled  tfalnst  him.  And  whereas  it  Is  pre- 
•cmdcd,  that  the  nath  required  and  imposed  by 
met  ef  parliament  was  for  the  security  of  the 
gofvemment;  and  that  the  pannel,  by  his  ex- 
planation, does  evade  the  oath,  by  taking  it  only 
ao  fhr  as  it  is  consistent  with  the  i^otestant  re- 
ligion, ami  his  own  loyalty,  whereof  he  was 
Judge.  It  Is  answered,  that  the  pretence  is 
Btiost  nnwarrantable,  and  the  semrity  of  his 
mi^esty^  government  is  not  at  all  endangered, 
(a*  God  forbid  itshonld)  though  the  pannel  and 
a  thousand  more  had  simply  refused  the  test,  or 
liad  taken  it  In  a  sense  which  does  not  satisfy 
the  law,  it  being  competent  to  nnbllc  authority 
to  consider,  whether  the  panneVs  oath,  in  the 
terms  of  the  explication  wherein  he  did  take  it, 
doee  satisfy  the  act  of  parliament  or  not,  and  if 
tmt,  there  can  be  no  rational  consequence  in- 
ferred thereupon,  but  that  he  is  holden  as  a  re- 
fluser  of  the  oath,  and  liable  to  the  certification 
•f  the  act  of  parliament,  of  not  assuming  and 
eontlnaing  in  any  public  trust ;  and  no  more 
was  inteiMled  or  designed  by  the  act  of  parlia- 
meat  Itself,  than  strictly  to  make  the  oath,  in 
the  tme  and  genuine  sense  and  meaning  of  the 
parilament,  an  indispensable  qualification  of 
yewons  admitted  to  public  trust ;  so  that  It  is 
nof  at  all  material  to  dispute,  whether  the  pan- 
tiel's  explication  can  be  looked  upon  as  a  fnll 
aatisfiietion  of  the  art,  which,  whether  It  should 
or  not.  It  can  import  no  crime  against  him,  in 
not  being  consistent  with  senne  and  reason,  that 
a  person,  who  absolutely  re fuseth  the  test,  upon 
Uie  Bcrnmilosity  of  hi;*  conscience,  albeit  he  be 
capable  of  public  trnst,  nhould  be,  notwith- 


atanding,  looked  upon  ns  gnlltv  of  no  crime. 
And  yet  another,  who  was  willing  to  go  to  n 
greater  length,  albeit  he  did  drniiir  nnd  srrople 
m  to  the  full  length,  that  he  nIiouIiI  be  reputed 
criminal,  and  gnilty  of  a  crime. 

2.    'llie  pannel  repeat*,   and   nuijoin^    vr!ih 
this,  the  grounda  Mboi-vmcittionrtlf  contaiiitd  in 


the  oil  tor-house  of  the  lords  of  «ch- 
sion,  as  ordinary,  for  a  ronsiderabie 


his  defences,  viz.  that  neither  the  crimes  li- 
belled, nor  any  other  crime,  were  ever  pre- 
tended or  made  use  of  against  any  others,  wh< 
did  spread  abroad  objections  of  an  high  nature, 
which  yet  were  so  favourably  liioked  upon,  as 
to  be  construed  only  to  proceed  from  scrupulo- 
sity of  conscience ;  as  also  the  satisfaction  en- 
deavoured, is  in  such  terms,  and  by  such  conde- 
scensions, as  do  uke  In,  and  justify  the  whole 
terms  of  the  explication  libelled. 

It  is  of  great  moment,  and  whereof  the  lords 
of  justiciary  are  desired  to  take  special  notice, 
both  for  clearing  the  absolute  innocence  of  die 
pannel's  meaning  and  Intention,  and  to  take  off 
idl  possible  misconstrurtion,  that  can  be  wrested 
or  detorted  fmm  the  tenor  and  expressions  of 
the  libelled  explication,  that  the  pannel  was  put 
to,  and  required  to  take  the  oath,  before  the 
lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council  did  pa*>s  or 
publish  their  proclamation  explaining  the  oath , 
and  declaring  the  genuine  sense  and  meaning 
thereof,  viz.  that  it  did  not  tie  to  the  whole  ar- 
ticles of  the  Confession  of  Faith,  ratified  by  act 
of  parliament,  Jam.  VI.  and  which,  as  to  se- 
veral articles  thereof,  had  occasioned  the  scruples 
and  difficulties,  and  alleged  Inoonsistaicy  ami 
contradiction  betwixt  the  Ust  part  of  the  oath, 
and  the  said  Confession,  and  betwixt  some  of 
these  articles  and  the  current  of  the  protestapt 
doctrine,  received  and  contained  In  xht  tyntmgma 
of  the  protestant  confessions.  And  therefore,  if 
the  pannel,  at  that  time,  did  think  fit,  for  the 
clearing  and  exoneration  of  his  own  conscience, 
to  use  the  expressions  In  the  explication  libelled, 
and  yet,  witn  so  much  duty  and  confidence  of 
the  parliament's  Justice,  as  to  their  meaning  and 
Intention,  *  that  tlie  parliament  never  intended  Co 
Impose  contradictory  oaths,*  and  that  *  he  did  take 
It  so  far  as  It  was  consistent  with  Itself,  and  the 
protestant  religion,'  not  knowing  then  whether 
the  whole  Confession  was  to  be  reputed  a  part 
of  the  oath,  and  doubting  thereanent;  and  which 
the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council,  and  his 
sacred  majesty,  by  his  approbation  since,  have 
thought  a  dimcufty  of  so  great  moment,  as  it 
was  fit  to  clear  the  same  b}'  a  public  proclama- 
tion. How  now  is  It  possible  that  any  Judi- 
catory under  heaven,  which  proceeds  upon  the 
solid  grounds  of  law  and  reason,  and  who.  It 
cannot  be  doubted,  will  have  a  Just  recard  to 
the  Intrinsic  principles  of  justice,  and  to  all 
men's  security,  that  they  can  now  believe  all  or 
any  of  the  crimes  libelled, .  should  be  in  the 
least  inferred  from  all,  or  any  of  the  expressions 
contained  In  the  said  explication?  but  that,  on 
the  contrary.  It  was  a  warrantable  allowance, 
and  Christian  practice,  condemned  by  (ho  law 
and  custom  of  no  nation,  that  having  scniples  in 
the  matter  of  an  oath,  which  should  be  taken  in 
truth,  judgment,  and  righteousness^  and  upon 
full  deliberation,  and  with  a  full  assurance  and 
sincerity  of  mind,  that  he  did  plainly,  openly, 
and  clenrly  declare  the  sense  in  wliicn  he  was 
willing  to  take  it ;  and  if  authority  did  allow  it 
as  the  genuine  sense  of  the  oath,  the  pminel  to 
lie  holden  as  a  taker  of  the  oath.  And  it,  upon 
further  considenition,  authority  tiiink  not  that, 
habclttr  jrro  irntMiitCt  and  a  refuser  of  the  oath, 
but  no  ways  to  be  looked  u]K)n  as  a  criminal,  and 
guilty  perwn. 

And  ihe  v^^^^**^  te\w?A»,  wa\\  ^^»\y^^\sa  '«\>\i 
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._.    time.    The  lord  Collington,  an  in- 
genuoui  geDtleman,  and  an  old  car- 


thU  point  of  the  reply,  that  point  in  his  defence, 
whereby  he  poeitively  offrni  to  prove,  Imo.  that 
hie  explicmtion,  and  the  eense  wherein  he  took 
the  oath,  was  heard  and  publicly  given  and  re- 
ceived in  council,  and  the  pannel  thereafter  al- 
lowed to  take  hie  places  and  sit  and  vote  in  that 
sederunt. 

2do.  The  pannel  also  offers  positively  to 
prove,  that  the  tenor  and  terms  of  his  sense  and 
explication,  wherein  he  did  take  the  oath,  is 
contained  in  that  solid,  learned,  and  pious  vin- 
dication, written  by  the  bishop  of  Edinburgh, 
in  answer  to  the  objections  and  alleged  inconsis- 
tencies and  contxadictions  In  the  oath,  and 
which  vindication  was  publicly  read  in  council, 
and  80  far  approved,  that  it  was  allowed  to  be 
printed  and  published*  and  was  accordingly  dis- 
poned and  spraui  abroad.  And  it  Is  not  of  the 
least  import,  tluU  the  proclamation  of  the  lords 
of  privy  council,  although  it  does  often  allow 
the  same  to  be  taken  hy  the  clefKy>  yet,  at  the 
same  time,  they  expressly  decUire  toe  genuine 
sense  and  meaning  of  the  parliament,  not  to 
comprehend  the  whole  articles  of  the  Confession, 
which  was  not  cleared  before  the  pannel's 
taking  his  oath. 

And  whereas  it  is  pretended*  that  the  acts  of 
parliament  libelled  upon,  against  leasinff-makere, 
depravers  of  his  m^esty's  laws,  do  obtain  and 
take  place,  wherever  there  are  any  words  or  ex- 
pressions that  have  a  tendency,  in  themselves, 
or  by  a  natural  consequence,  and  rational  infer- 
ences, to  reflect  upon  the  government,  or  mis- 
construe his  majesty's  proceedings;  and  that 
the  expIic;ition  libelled  in  such,  and  that  it  was 
found  60  in  tiie  case  of  Ualmeriito,  all>eit  it  was 
drawn  up  by  way  of  humble  petition  and 
address  to  his  nuuesty,  and  with  great  protesta- 
tions and  expresJuns  of  loyalty.  It  is  answer- 
ed, the  a<'.ts  of  parliament  libelled  upon  are 
opponed,  and  the  iSd  act,  parL  8th,  James  VI. 
and  the  other  acts  making  the  depraving  of  his 
niiyesty*s  laws  to  be  crimes,  do  expressly  re- 
quire, that  speeches,  so  judged,  be  perverse  and 
licentious  speeches,  ex  natura  tua  proln'osa^  and 
reproachful,  and  spoke  animo  dvftinuiwti,  and 
which  could  not  receive  any  other  rational  con- 
struction, which  cannot,  in  the  least,  be  applied 
to,  or  subsumed  upon  the  words  or  explication 
given  in  by  the  punnel ;  and  law  and  reason 
never  infers  or  presumes  a  crime,  where  the 
thing  is  capable  of  a  iair  and  rational  construc- 
tion, and  where  it  was  done  fMtlam,  and  pub- 
lidy,^  and  in  presence  of  his  majesty's  high  com- 
missioner, and  lords  of  his  miyestv's  privy 
council,  whereof  the  pannel  had  tbe  honour  to 
be  a  member,  persons  committing  and  designing 
to  commit  crimes,  making  use  of  times  and 
places,  and  companies  of  another  nature,  on 
whom  their  suggestions  and  insinuations  may 
prevail :  but  it  is  a  violence  to  the  common 
reason  of  mankind,  to  pretend,  that  a  person  of 
the  pannel's  (quality,  having  the  honour  to  serve 
his  migesty  in  most  eminent  capacities,  and 
devoted  to  his  majesty's  iiitorest  and  service, 
beyond  the  strictest  ties  of  dutv  and  allegiance, 
by  the  trauscendant  favours  he  had  received, 
thai  ihepsauiei,  in  those  circumstances,  and  in 
ihe  pr^ence  of  bin  royal  highness  and  lords  of 
jw/rj'  council,  nbould  d«sign  to  decUim,  and  dc 


alier,  with  th«  lord  Kirkhoute,  «aid  to  be  a 
Tory  learned   and    npright  jndg^    were 


facio  declaim  against,  and  defame  his  majestr^ 
government ;  to  suppose  tfab  is  jUuMilute  eant^- 
dictory  to  the  common  priiidples  and  practices 
of  law,  and  common  topics  of  reaaoo. 

And  as  to  Balmerino's  eaae,  it  it  answersd, 
that  the  lords  of  justiciary  are  humbly  dcalrsd  to 
call  for,  and  peruse  the  said  petitioo  and  books 
of  adjournal,  which  was  certainly  a  defaraatery 
libel  of  his  mi^jestyls  father  of  blessed  memory, 
and  of  the  states  of  parliament,  in  the  highest 
degree,  being  expressly,  that  there  was  noting 
denned  but  an  innovation  of  the  protestant 
religion,  and  the  subvcnion  and  orertuming  tbe 
lihtftles  and  privileges  of  tbe  parliament,  and 
the  constitutions  of  the  artiolee,  and  other  thinp 
of  that  kind,  which  made  certainly,  of  itself,  a 
most  villanoos  and  exeeiable  libd,  oontaining 
the  highest  crimes  of  treason  and  perdoellioB, 
and  was  not  capable  of  an  v  good  sense  or  Inttf- 
Mvlation,  but  was  absolutely  pemicloai  aai 
destructive;  so  that  it  is  in  vain  to  pit  Had, 
that  the  said  Ubel  did  contain  prefacea  and  pro- 
testations of  loyalty,  which  no  law  rcfavda,  cvea 
in  tiw^iliee  n^ria  ei  maledki^  though  commiltsd 
by  a  private  penon,  cum  jtr^atione^  anltjo  Aeneef, 
or  the  like,  and  whioh  were  certainly  ridicahm 
to  sustain  in  a  libel  concerning  crimes  of  treasee. 

And  whereas  it  is  pretended,  that  thoogh 
others  wsre  guiltv  of  tneoe  crimee.  It  dote  net 
exeuse  tbe  earl ;  that  the  lords  of  privy  cooneH 
cannot  remit  crimes,  and  the  myligenoe  of  the 
king's  oflkers  cannot  prejudge  his  interest:  it  k 
answered,  the  pannel  is  very  oenildcnt,  that 
neither  the  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  reuiidl, 
consisting  of  persons  of  emiunit  loyalty  mmI 
judgment,  nor  his  majesty's  officers  werecapsble 
of  any  such  escape,  as  is  pretended:  and  if  tbe 
tenor  of  the  pannel's  explication  did,  in  the  least, 
import  tbe  high  and  inlamoos  crimes  libelled,  ss 
beyond  all  pteradventure  it  does  not.  It  weie 
strange,  bow  the  same  being  contained  in  the 
aforesaid  vindication,  and  the  whole  claaws 
thereof  justitied,  that  this  should  have  been 
looked  on  as  no  crime,  and  allowed  to  bi 
published.  And  the  pannel  neither  does,  ner 
needs  to  make  further  use  thereof,  but  to  eeo- 
vince  all  disinterested  persons,  that  his  cxpliea- 
tion  can  import  no  crime. 

And  whereas  it  is  pretended,  that  the  criiae 
of  treason  is  inferred  from  the  fundunental  laws 
of  tbe  kingdom,  and  from  that  clause  of  tibe 
pannel's  explication,  whereby  he  declares,  he  ii 
*  not  bound  up  by  any  thing  in  this  oath  not  is 
endeavour  any  alteration  in  a  lawful  way;' 
which  being  an  Indefiniu  proposition,  is  f^al- 
poUent  to  an  unlverMd,  and  is,  npou  the  matter, 
coincident  with  a  clause,  which  was  rebelliooi 
in  its  consequences,  contained  in  the  solema 
league  and  covenant.  It  is  answered,  that  it  ii 
strange  how  such  a  plain  and  innocent  olause. 
whereby,  beyond  all  question,  he  does  cvpresi 
no  more  than  waa  naturally  Impoited  in  the 
crime  of  treason,  which  no  lawyer  ev«r  allowed, 
except  where  it  was  founded  upon  express  law, 
and  iuce  meridiana  clariur :  and  Indeed  if  soch 
stretches  and  inferences  can  make  men  guilt)'  ef 
treason,  no  man  can  be  secure.  And  the  words  \w 
the  pannel's  declaration  are  plain  and  clear  (jrH 
lion  stti(<  caviilauda)  and  import  no  more,  but 
iba\,  \iiYi\a  s^\X<kU)>iA^  Vol  %  WwCul  way,  and 
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peremptorily  agfuinst  the  relevancy  of  the    making;;  and  these  two  stuck  by 
IiKmI,  and  its  ioferring  treason  or  leasing  ;  their  point  The  earl  of  Queensberry 


cftosiiitinit  witb  the  proteitanfc  rsligioii  and  bit 
lojiUty,  be  might  endeavour  aiiy  alt«niti<iii  to 
tile  advantage  of  church  aud  iitate.     And  \vu 
there  ever  any  loyal  or  rational  subjecti  that  does, 
or  can  doubt,  thai  thi«  is  the  natural  import  of 
the  gath?    And  indevd  it  were  a  fttraiige  oath,  if 
it   wei*e  capable  of  another  sense,  and    bring 
daaigued  for  the  Mcurity  of  the  government, 
•hould  biufli  up  men's  bauds  to  concur  for  its 
advantage.     And  hoiv  was  it  possible,  that  the 
paunel,  or  any  other  in  the  capacity  of  a  privy 
eoumeUtMr,  or  a  member  of  the  parliament,  would 
kara  latlsfiad  his  duty  and  aiiegiance  in  other 
tarms?  And  whereas  it  is  pretended,  that  there 
waa  the  Ijks  case  in  lbs  pretended  league  and 
covaoant ;  it  Is  answered,  the  assertion  is  evi. 
dcotly  a  mistake,  and  though  it  were,  the  argu- 
meal  is    altogether    ineonsequcotial :    for    that 
league  and  covenant  was  treasonable  in  itself, 
i  4  being  a  oouibinatlon  entered  Into  without  bis 
nu^saty's  authM-ity,  and  was  treasonable  in  the 
glossea  that  wi«re  put  upon  it,  and  was  imposed 
by  absolute  violence  on  the  subjects  of  this  king- 
dom.    And  bow  can  the  pannel  be  in  the  least 
kupposed  to  have  bad  any  respect  to  the  said 
Icagne  and  covenant,   when  he  had  so  often 
taken  the  declaration,  disowning  and  renouncing 
it  as  an  unlawful  and  sinful   outh,  and  con- 
curred ill  the  many  excellent  laws  and  acts  of 
parliament,  made  by  his  majesty,  condemning 
the  same  as  seditious  and  treasonable  V     And 
wbnreas  it  is  pretended,    that    the  pannel   Is 
gaiUy  of  peijury,  having  taken  the  oath  in  an- 
other sense  than  was  oonsisleiit  with  the  gen- 
uine sense  of  the  parliament,  and  that,  by  the 
auihoriiy  cited,  he  doth  commenio  dudcre  jura- 
me>Uu9i,  which  always  ought  to  be  taken  in  the 
sense  of  him  that  imposetb  the  oath ;  It  is  an- 
swered, the  pretence  is  most  groundless,  and 
peijouT}'  never  was,  nor  can  be  Inferred,  but  by 
iba  commission,   or  omission  of  some    thing 
directly  eontrary  to  the  oath.     And  although  it 
is  true,  that  wnere  an  oath  is  taken,  without 
any  derlaratiou  of  the  express  schhs  of  the  per- 
sona who  take  it,  it  obliges  xub  jwna  nerjurii,  in 
the  aensc,  not  of  the  taker,  but  of  the  imposer 
of  Um  oath ;  because  expressing  no  sense,  law, 
and  reason,  presumes  there  is  a  full  acquiescence 
in  Um  sense  and  meaning  of  the  imposer  of  the 
o^ftli ;  and  then,  if  an  oath  be  not  so  taken,  he 
th#i  takes  it  is  guilty  of  peijury.    Yet  there  was 
iierer  lawyer  nor  divine,  popish  or  protestant, 
but  agree  in  tliiH,  that  whatever  be  the  tuiior  of 
the  oath»  IS,  befure  the  taking  thereof,  the  party, 
in  oicprcss  terms,  does  publicly  and  openly  de« 
claro  the  sense  in  which  be  takes  It,  it  is  iinpos- 
aihl*  it  can  iufer  the  crime  of  perjury  against 
him  in  any  other  sense,  this  not  being  com- 
mmiufA  excogiialum,  after,  the  taking  of  the 
nm%ikm     And  if  this  were  not  so,  how  is  it  possi- 
ble^ !•  sense  and  reason,  that  ever  any  cxplica- 
Uosa  or  sense  could  solve  tlic  scruples  of  a  man's 
coaocieiine?  for  it  might  be  always  pretended, 
that*  notwitlislandiugof  the  express  sense  where- 
in ba  took  it,  he  should  be  guilty  of  perjury 
from  aaotlier  aeiisp.     AimI  that  thu  is  the  Irre- 
fi  agphls  opinion  of  all  divines  of  whatever  pei^ 
euaeaon,  U  not  only  clear  from  the  authority 
itbovtf mentioned,  even  those  who  allow  reMTVpd 
ariises,  but  more  especially  by  the  universal  suf- 


frage of  all  protestant  divines,  who,  though  they 
do  abominate  all  thoughts  of  subterfuges,  or 
evasions  after  taking  of  the  oath,  yet  they  do 
always  allow  and  advise,  for  the  safely  and  se- 
(riirity  of  a  doubting  and  scrupulous  conscience, 
tliat  they  should  express  and  declare,  before  the 
taking  of  the  oath,  the  true  sense  and  meaning 
wherein  they  have  fi-eedom  to  ulce  it,  and  for 
whie^  Sanderson,  de  Juramento,  Is  cited,  Tra- 
lect.  6,  sect.  10,  page  7o.  where  his  words  are, 
Saiie  ut  inter  jurandum  omnia  r^ctejiant,  exjyedit 
ui  de  verbmm  senm^  inter  omnes  jmrtrs  quarum 
iHtrre$ty  liquido  conttet,  quod  reteribus  dichim^ 
lufuido  Jttrare,  And  an  oath  being  one  of  the 
highest  acts  of  devotion,  containing  cultum  la~ 
triiP,  there  is  nothing  more  consonant  to  the 
nature  of  all  oaths,  and  to  that  candour,  in- 
genuity, and  Christian  simpitclty,  which  all 
law  and  religion  requires  in  such  nues. 

Tfut  Xiufi's  Advocate  triples. 

His  majesty's  ndvorate  conceives  he  has  no- 
thing  to  answer  as  to  depraving,  leasing-maklng, 
and  misinterpruting,  Aec.  save  that  this  oath  was 
only  designed  to  exeludc  reenmnts ;  and  conse- 

?^uently  the  pannel  may  thereby  be  debarred 
ix>m  his  olliees,  hut  not  made  guilty  of  a  crime. 
To  which  lie  tri plies,  Imo.  If  ever  the  earl  had 
simply  refiiseil,  that  bad  been  true,  but  that  did 
not  at  all  excuse  from  defaming  the  law,  for  a 
defamer  is  not  puniNhed  fiir  refusing,  but  for 
defaming.  Sdo.  If  he  had  simply  refused,  the 
government  had  been  in  no  more  hazard.  But 
if  men  will  bulb  retain  their  places,  and  yet 
take  the  same  in  such  words  a9  secure  not  the 
government,  it  were  strange  to  think,  that  the 
design  of  the  law  being  to  secure  against  men's 
possessing  who  do  not  obey,  that  yet  it  should 
allow  them  possession  who  do  not  obey.  Nor  is 
the  refuser  here  In  a  better  case  than  the  earl 
and  others,  who  offered  to  obey,  bemuse  It  Is  the 
defaming  the  law,  as  ridicnlons  and  inconsistent 
with  that  protestant  religion,  and  leasing-mak- 
Ing  betwixt  the  king,  and  the  nobility,  and  the 
people,  the  misconstruing  and  misrepresenting, 
as  hath  been  formerly  urged,  that  puts  the  earl 
in  a  worse  condition.  And  all  these  arguments 
might  be  as  well  uq^  for  any  who  had  uncon- 
trovertedly  contravened  these  acts,  as  for  the 
pannel. 

Whereas  It  Is  pretended,  that  the  king  emitted 
a  proclamation  to  satisfy  dissenters;  it  Is  an- 
swered, that  the  proclamation  was  designed  for 
none  who  had  been  members  of  parliament,  and 
so  should  have  known  the  sense ;  but  It  was  de- 
signed for  mere  ignorants,  not  for  surh  as  had 
defamed  the  law,  which  Is  still  here  charged  up- 
on the  pannel. 

As  to  tile  article  of  treason,  it  is  conceived, 
that  it  is  unanswerably  founded  on  the  common 
law,  discharging  all  men  to  malce  alteration  of 
the  government;  as  to  which  there  needs  no 
express  statute,  that  being  the  very  essence  of 
governmmt,  and  needing  no  laws.  Likeat  it 
falls  under  all  the  laws  that  discharge  the  as- 
suming the  royal  or  legislative  power;  for  to 
alter  toe  government  is  Inseparably  united  to 
the  crown.  Likeas  the  ffubsumptiou  Is  as  dear, 
the  expreas  words  not  iMiwiv^^t  xVvsid  Vu«  «wc\  t%- 
serves  to  h\mse\i  apovrw  Vo  ^itovw^NoXsX'*  «»>».. 
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was  not  very  willing  to  give  his  cast- 
ing vote  in  this  important  matter,  not 
to  liave  the  odium  of  it  lying  upon  him.  The 
other  two,  the  lord  Newton,  afterwards  made 
president  of  the  session,  for  his  being 
thorough-paced  in  this  and  other  matters, 
with  the  lord  Forret,  well  enough  known, 
were  not  able  to  answer  the  reasons  of  the 
other  two  lords,  against  the  relevancy  of 
the  libeL  Therefore,  about  the  middle  of 
the  night,  the  old  infirm  gentleman  the  lord 

j«*8ty  any  altemtions,  or  to  concur  to  wrve  hit 
iDigeaty  in  makiDg  alterations  ;  but  owning,  in 
ino«t  general  and  arbitrary  terms,  to  wish  and 
endraTour  any  altaratiun  he  should  think  tit  for 
the  advantage  of  church  or  state,  and  not  de- 
termining any  thing  that  could  bind  him  other- 
wise, than  according  to  his  own  pleasure,  for 
the  word  'lawful*  is  still  sulijected  to  himself,  and 
has  subjoined  to  it,  <  as  he  should  thinic  fit,' 
which  governs  the  whole  proposition;  and  in 
that  sense,  and  as  the  words  are  here  set  down, 
the  greatest  rebel  in  Scotland  will  subscribe  that 
explanation,  for  there  is  no  man  but  would  re- 
atrirt  himself  to  a  lawful  obedience,  provided  be 
be  judge  of  the  lawfulness.  And  seeing  all 
oaths,  proposed  for  the  security  of  government, 
require  a  certain  dependanoe  upon  the  legislator, 
and  not  upon  the  taker,  it  is  impossible  that 
that  end  could  be  attained  by  any  qualification, 
how  special  soever,  which  is  made  to  depend 
abeolutely  upon  the  taker,  and  not  upon  the 
legislator.  And  we  have  then  seen  how  little 
security  there  is  in  these  specious  words,  the 
very  covenant  itself  having  not  only  the  words 
above  repeated,  but  attesting  all  the  world  to  be 
witnesses  to  their  loyalty  and  sinceritv.  And 
as  to  the  former  instances,  viz.  rising  in  arms, 
or  opposing  the  lawful  successor,  toere  is  no 
covenanter  in  Scotland  but  will  say,  he  will  do 
neither,  but  in  a  lawful  way  and  in  his  station, 
and  in  a  way  consistent  with  his  loyalty,  for  a 
man  were  mad  to  say  otherwise :  but  yet,  when 
they  come  to  explain  this,  they  will  only  do  it  as 
they  think  fit,  and  will  be  fudges  themselves, 
ana  then  will  tell  us,  that  defensive  arms  are 
lawful,  and  that  no  popish  successor  should  suc- 
ceed, uur  no  successor  unless  he  subscribe  the 
covenant.  And  whereas  it  in  pretended,  that 
no  clause  in  the  test  does  exclude  a  man  from 
making  alterations;  it  is  answered,  that  the  al- 
terations which  the  test  allows  are  none  at  all, 
but  in  subordination  to  authority.  And  as  to 
the  two  points  abovementioned,  it  excludes  all 
alterations  as  to  these  points.  And  as  to  the 
making  fundamental  alterations,  this  reserva- 
tion allows  to  make  any  alteration,  and  conse- 
quently fiindnmental  alterations.  To  preclude 
which  libertinism,  this  excellent  law  wu» 
invented. 

Whereas  It  is  pretended,  that  the  pannel  de- 
signs  not  to  add  any  thing  as  a  part  of  the  law, 
but  as  a  part  of  his  oath  :  it  is  duplied,  since  the 
oath  is  a  part  of  the  law,  whoever  adds  to  the 
oath  adds  to  the  law. 

Whereas  it  is  pretended,  that  the  crime  of 

perjury  cannot  be  inferred  here,  because  all  dl. 

vinet  allow,  that  the  taker  of  an  oath  is  still 

allowed  to  declare  in  what  sense  he  lakes  ihe 


Nairn,  behoved  to  be  wakened  out  of  bis 
sleep,  raised  out  of  bed,  and  brought  into  the 
court,  that  numbers  might  supply  the  want 
of  law  and  reason.  It  was  in  vain  to  uige, 
that  he  had  not  be^.  present  at  much  of 
the  debate,  his  vote  was  now  necessary; 
and  to  supply  that,  when  he  came  in  the 
clerk  was  ordered  to  read  over  the  reason- 
ings, and  when  this  was  a  doing,  his  lord- 
ship fell  asleep  among  their  hands.  How- 
ever, he  knew  how  to  vote,  and  his  vote 

oath,  and  that  this  ia  clear  from  Sanderson,  page 
175.  It  is  triplied,  that  there  are  two  dubious 
senses.  Lawyers  and  diTines  allow,  that  the  taker 
should  clear  himself  which  of  the  two  be  should 
take,  which  is  very  just,  because,  to  whichsoever 
of  the  two  he  determines  himself,  the  legislator, 
in  that  case,  is  sure  of  him :  but  here  it  is  not 
pretended,  that  there  are  two  senses,  nor  dees 
the  pannel  declare  in  which  of  the  two  he  takes 
it,  or  io  what  dear  sense  at  all  he  takes  it, 
which  is  indeed  liquido  Jurart :  but  here  tbt 
pannel  neither  condescends  what  particular  clause 
of  the  test  is  unclear ;  nor,  after  he  has  eonds- 
sceuded  upon  the  articles,  does  bs  condasccad 
upon  the  sense,  hut  in  general  mysterious  words 
where  he  can  neithor  be  followed  or  found  sot, 
he  only  takes  it  in  so  far  as  it  is  oonsisteot  with 
itself  and  the  protestant  religion,  reserving  the 
squaring  all  by  his  own  loyalty,  as  he  did  io  ths 
beginning  declare,  that  he  took  it  in  his  ova 
sense,  by  which  general  sense,  neither  is  the 
government  secure  of  any  thing  it  does  eojoia, 
nor  could  he  l>e  punished  if  be  tran^rcsaed. 
Nor  can  It  be  doubted  but  perjury  may  be  in- 
ferred by  any  equivocal  or  evading  sense,  htcr 
Jtirandumt  as  well  as  by  breaking  an  oath  after- 
wards, which  is  very  clear  from  Sanderson,  psge 
ISb.,  the  words  whereof  are,  aUerum  pcfjum 
genus  est  inter  jurandum,  detorquere  vtrba.  And 
which  is  further  clear  by  the  S8  page^  But 
above  all,  from  the  principles  of  reason,  and  tbc 
necessity  of  commerce  and  government:  for  if 
men  may  adhibit  such  glosses,  even  whilst  tbej 
swear,  as  may  make  the  oath  useless,  what  way 
will  either  government  or  commerce  be  main- 
tained ?  and  he  deceives  as  much  that  deceWrs 
in  swearing  salvu  verbby  as  he  who,  after  he  bat 
sworn,  does  break  the  oath  :  nay,  and  more  tot, 
because  the  breaking  may  come  from  forgetful- 
ness,  or  other  accidents;  but  the  evading  bf 
general  clauses,  which  bind  no  man,  does,  fism 
the  first  Instance,  originally  make  all  oiuka 
useless  and  dangerous,  and  tliat  this  interpRta- 
tlon  elides  the  osth  sbsolutely,  is  very  rJcar 
from  what  hath  been  formerly  debated :  for  it 
may  be  argued,  that  the  earl  broke  the  oath  io 
so  far  as,  the  first  day  he  swears  the  oath,  which 
bears  to  be  without  any  evasion  (and  muM  bess 
notwithstanding  of  whatever  he  could  say)  and 
the  next  day  he  gives  in  this  evasion,  which  is  a 
downright  violation  of  that  oath,  and  inconsis- 
tent with  it;  nor  was  this  oath  forced,  but  vol- 
untarily emitted  to  keep  his  own  places.  Awl 
it  was  the  gi*eaUr  crime,  that  it  was  done  in  tbs 
council,  because  that  was  to  make  it  the  more 
public,  and  roiifiequently  the  more  to  misrepre- 
sent the  government. 
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with  the  other  two  carried  the  rclcrancy, 

asahove.  When  the  interlocutor  of  die  lords 

was  read  in  court,  the  advocate  proceeded  to 

the  proof;  and  tlie  earl's  grivin<f  in  the  ahove- 

meutloned  explanation  of  the  test»  was  soon 

proven  by  the  depositions  of  the  two  clerks 

of  council,  and  the  laird  of  Lundie.     Then 

the  assize  were  sworn,  fifteen  out  of  the 

forty-five  named,  and  they  were, 

.Marquis  of  Montrose,  Ixird  Sinclair, 

Earl  of  lj\n\'itbgow.  Lord  Liiidoren, 

Earl  of  Koxburgh,  Lord  BumtiHland, 

Ksi4  of  Dnmfties,  I^ird  of  Gnnford, 

£arl  of  Airly,  Laird  of  liallymain, 

Emtl  of  Perth,  Park  Gordon, 

Earl  of  Llalhomie,  I^iird  of  (^arerhouse. 
£ari  9l  Middleton, 

The  earl  was  inquired  if  he  would  prove 
hk  defence  against  perjury,  or  if  he  had  any 
objections  to  make  against  the  assize.  He 
declined  "^^^"g  any  defence  aneut  his  per- 
jury, about  which  no  body  believed  he  was 
in  any  hazard;  and  told  them,  since  what 
htd  been  so  well  spoken  against  the  rele- 
vancyj  had  been  over-ruled  by  their  inter- 
looiitor,-  he  would  give  them  no  further 
trouble  of  objections  and  defences.  He  did 
not  want  matter  of  valid  exception  against 
both  witnesses  and  assize,  but  said  nothing 
upoa  those  heads,  because  he  saw  now, 
that  say  what  he  pleased,  he  would  be 
foand  guilty  of  treason.  The  advocate  for- 
got not  to  threaten  the  assize  with  a  process 
of  error.  Sir  George  Lockhart  and  the  rest 
of  the  earl's  lawyers  would  not  speak  one 
fi'ordy  finding,  ailter  the  interlocutor,  all  fur- 
ther pains  would  be  in  vain.  The  assize  in- 
doiied,  and  in  a  little  time  brought  in  their 
verdiict  by  the  marquis  of  Montrose,  all  in 
one  Toice, "  and  find,  that  the  earl  of  Ar- 
gyle  bath  proven  against  him  the  crimes  of 
trraeon,  lensing-making,  and  lensing-telling, 
AT^  find  the  said  earl  by  plurality  vf  votes 
uot  guilty  of  perjury. 

As  soon  as  the  verdict  was  opened,  the 
couMal  met  and  sent  a  letter  to  the  king, 
*' acquaint ing  him  with  what  wns  done,  and 
lilainly  enough  desiring  leave  to  give  orders 
to  the  justiciaiy  to  prononnce  84*ntonce  upon 
th^  verdict  brought  in ;  and  they  pvo  it  as 
then-  opinion,  his  majesty  aAcr  sentence 
ehould  sist  execution  during  pleasure.** 
which  they  knew  well  enongh  would  be 
aM  they  directed. 

III. 


By  all  the  strps  taken,  it  appeared  . 
pretty  evident  a  design  wns  formed 
agauiiit  the  life  of  this  good  man, and  ull  bis 
friends  were  of  opinion,  he  ought  to  provide, 
if  possible,  for  his  own  safety.  A  gentleman 
was  despatched  to  coiu*t  by  the  earl,  who, 
as  soon  as  the  king*s  mind  in  answer  to  the 
councirs  letter  could  be  known,  came  ofl', 
and  outrode  the  bearer  of  the  letter  to  the 
council,  near  twenty-four  honn<.  By  him 
the  earl  found  that  the  sentence  of  death 
was  to  be  passed,  and  a  sist  given  to  the 
execution,  till  the  king's  pleasure  was 
known,  and  in  short  that  evil  was  deter- 
mined, and  the  king  wonld  be  prevailed 
with  to  yield  to  the  execution.  Even 
before  this  gentleman  came,  the  earl  had 
good  ground  to  expect  the  worst  He  had 
notice  soiit  him,  that  on  the  21st  he  was  to 
he  carried  down  from  the  castle  of  Edin- 
burgh, to  the  tolbooth,  the  common  prison, 
whence  condemned  persons  used  to  be  car- 
ried to  their  execution.  Tlic  duke  had 
refused  to  hear  any  applications  made  in 
his  favour.  Some  soldiers  were  ordered  in 
towards  Edinburgh,  and  the  guards  upon 
him  were  doubled,  and  strict  orders  given 
to  keep  him  dose  in  his  room:  and  the 
reader  will  find  some  other  reasons  of  the 
earl's  withdrawing  himself,  in  his  printed 
case.  Yet,  notwithstanding  of  all  this,  the 
earl  was  very  unwilling  to  make  any  essay 
to  escape,  till  upon  Tuesday  the  2Uth  of 
December,  about  six  at  night,  he  got  his 
letters  from  London,  and  by  seven  he  m- 
solved  to  attempt  to  get  out,  and  against 
eight  he  came  out  in  disguive,  and  very 
narrowly  CKcaped;  for  one  of  the  guanl 
suspected  him,  and  took  bini  l)y  the  arm 
rudely  enough,  but  through  the  good  hand 
of  providence  he  got  off*  undiscovered.* 

As  soon  as  the  eaii  was  out-,  and  got  off  his 
borrowed  garb,  horses  were  ready  for  him  liy 
the  care  of  his  friouds.  Some  days  before  Tor- 


*'•  December  S:ih,  ICH].  This  evmini^fthf Hit 
9  o'c1f>ck  at  iti^lit,  the  i^iirl  i>r  Argyll,  l«*nrifiKhi» 
life  might  br  takpii,  oM'iipf^l  (Mit  «it*  th^  caAfii'  of 
Kdlriburifh  under  Hie  4ii«f*iii8e  ol'  h  pti;*',  nml 
holding  ii|»  the  tnilii  of  imty  Sophhi  IJtidsay 
hit  step-flMtiqhter,  and  ulster  to  thr  enrl  f»t'  HiiI- 
carras.  No  punitthmeiit  whs  afflicf*^  on  hrr. 
CasuistH  (to  hIIiiw  on«  to  fly  irheti  lie  mri'ii 
with  injiifrtirf^."     i«'^iiiiifainhuH'A  Drri^imis.  nd. 

I.    ]).     htl.  — ArW. 
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woodlce  and  Mr  John  Scot,  minister 


of  Hawick,  with  some  others,  had 
Liid  the  phm  of  his  conveyance  to  London 
at  a  meetinn^,  in  the  event  of  his  esci^. 
Torwoodlee  was  gone  from  Edinbni^h  to 
his  own  house ;  and  that  night  the  earl  got 
ont,  Mr  Scot  advised  him  to  ride,  without 
stopping,  to  Torwoodlee,  and  gave  him  a 
verbid  token  to  send  by  his  servant  to  that 
gentleman,  who  was  to  meet  him  at  a 
country  ale-house  near  1^,  and  convoy  him 
to  Mr  William  Vettch's  house  in  Northum- 
lierland.  The  reverend  and  worthy  person 
last  spoken  of,  was  pleased  to  conununicate 
with  me  a  very  particular  and  distinct 
account  of  their  journey  to  London,  and 
the  many  remarkable  providences  and 
strange  deliverances  the  earl,  now  going 
snder  the  name  of  Mr  Hope,  and  he  met 
with,  which  are  too  long  to  be  set  down 
liere,*  lu  short,  Mr  Hope  and  Torwoodlee 
came  safe  to  Mr  Veitch*s  house,  who  was 
at  that  time  in  the  town  of  Berwick  visit- 
ing friends,  who  had  been  very  kind  to  him 
in  his  sufferings  formerly  narrated.  Just 
when  he  was  about  to  leave  that  place, 
an  express  came  giving  an  account  of  the 
earl's  escape,  and  Mr  Veitch,  known  by 
some  in  that  place,  was  suspected,  and  the 
gates  shut,  and  a  search  made  for  him  and 
other  strangers;  but  he  escaped  by  a  sin- 
gular train  of  providences.  When  he  got 
off  thence,  he  came  to  Mr  Luke  Ogle's 
house,  who  had  been  minister  of  Berwick, 
and,  after  his  being  turned  out,  lived  in  the 
country,  some  miles  from  it,  and  was  by 
him  engaged  to  stay  till  sabbath  was  over, 
and  give  a  sermon  to  a  gentleman  and  his 
lady  near  by,  their  good  friends.  Little 
did  Mr  Veitch  know  what  company  was  at 
his  house  at  Stanton-hall,  more  than  thirty 
miles  distance.  This  resolution  he  entered 
into  on  the  Thursday  evening ;  but  when  in 
bed  he  was  alarmed  with  a  dream  that  his 
house  in  Northumberland  was  all  on  fire, 
which  awaked  him  with  no  small  concern. 


•ITiere  ia  no  doubt  that  the  account  here 
alluded  to  by  ]\Ii*  Wo«h'o%v,  i.t  ■uhntaiitially  the 
aauie  with  that  which  im  contHined  in  the*  me- 
moirs of  Mr  Veitch,  written  by  himselt'  and 
jAtely  published  by  I>r  M*Cri«;  and  to  this  fhe 

reader  is  nferreU,     It  in  a  most  interealini^  sind 

curious  fhcutnent.-^£iL 


about  two  in  the  morning.  However,  he  re- 
■olved  not  to  notice  it»  till  fidling  asleep  he 
had  the  dream  repeated,  with  very  alarming 
ctrcumstanoei^  towards  the  morning,  which 
made  him  break  his  yertarnight*a  reso- 
lution, and  go  homewards  on  the  Friday. 

It  was  Saturday  before  he  reached  his 
house,  near  to  whidi  he  met  Torwoodlee's 
servant  looking  after  him,  by  whom  he 
was,  to  his  surprise,  aafuainted  with  the 
company  that  were  at  his  houae.  The 
beginning  of  the  next  week,  after  having 
bought  fresh  horses,  Mr  Hope  and  he  with 
two  servants  went  off  the  beat  way  they 
could  for  London.  At  the  poet-house  st 
Rotheram,  where,  against  their  mind,  they 
were  forced  to  stay,  lettere  came  to  the 
post-master  there,  their  landlord,  from  tii^ 
post-master  at  Doneaster,  signifying  the 
earl  of  Argyle's  escape,  and  desiring  him  to 
examine  all  that  came  his  road,  sad 
acquainting  him  with  the  prmfHtton  of  fire 
hundred  pounds  to  the  discoverers.  The 
landlord  at  supper  got  the  letter,  sad 
handed  it  to  Mr  Veitch,  who,  when  be 
read  it,  put  the  best  face  that  might  be  on 
the  matter,  and  turning  to  Mr  Hope  ssid 
smiling,  here  are  admirable  good  news  fm 
you  and  me,  Argyle  has  escaped,  and  fire 
hundred  pounds  is  set  on  him ;  and  if  he  bf 
come  to  England,  certainly  he  will  be  in 
these  by-roads,  off  the  post-road,  and  whes 
we  are  riding  southwards  we  may  chance 
to  hit  him,  and  five  hundred  pounds  will  do 
us  service,  only  I  fear  he  ride  much  in 
these  moon-light  mornings :  I  would  find  is 
my  heart  to  give  my  landlord  a  bottle  d 
sack  to  allow  his  hostler  to  go  with  is 
early  to-morrow  to  the  great  inn,  four 
miles  hence  in  the  way  to  Clown,  for  ht 
may  readily  lodge  in  such  a  single  inn,  sni 
we  and  the  servants  will  search  the  house, 
and  if  we  find  him,  the  landlord  shiU 
share  of  the  reward.  To  which,  the 
landlord  replied,  the  hostler  is  at  your 
honour's  service.  The  sack  came,  and  tbi 
good  success  was  drunk,  and  to-morrov 
the  hostler  guided  them  to  the  hous^i 
which  they  searched  briskly,  but  found  no 
lodgers,  and  sent  homo  the  hostler  to  his 
master  with  the  account,  and  rewarded  him 
.  well.  The  alarm  turning  pretty  hot  whor 
\  %vcr  \>^«'^  cMsv^^^iiaK^  wjbA.  off  the  two  ser- 
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ranU  to  Nottingham  to  staj  at  an  inn  till  I 
ftirther  orders,  and  Ifr  Hope  rode  upon  the 
hone  who  carried  the  eloak4>a^,  and  he 
and  Mr  Veitch  came  to  Bir  Willis's  house 
at  Clapwell-hole  upon  Saturday  night, 
and  stayed  till  Monday.  There  Mr  Veitch 
met  with  an  old  acquaintance  of  his,  cap- 
tain Lockey,  or  Lockyer,  who  generously 
undertook  to  conduct  them  safe  to  London, 
and  the  servants  being  ordered  off  from 
Nottingham  to  an  inn  at  London  to  wait 
orders,  they  three  came  to  Battersey  some 
miles  abore  Loudon,  where  the  captain 
carried  them  to  Mr  Smith's,  a  sugar- 
baker^s  hoose,  whose  bdy  was  a  pious, 
wise,  and  generous  gentlewoman,  and  they 
were  rery  rich,  and  this  was  tlio  first 
acquaintance  the  eari  had  of  Madam  Smith, 
of  whom  we  shall  afterwards  hear.  She 
was  soon  acquainted  who  Mr  Hope  was,  he 
passed  a  day  or  two  for  a  Scots  gentleman, 
till  she  sent  down  to  the  city  to  major 
Holmes  a  friend  of  hers,  to  provide  two 
rooms  for  two  of  her  friends,  where  they 
might  be  quiet  and  retired  for  some  time ; 
and  when  he  sent  word  the  rooms  were 
ready,  Mr  Hope  and  Mr  Veitch  came  down 
at  night  to  major  Holmes'  lodgings,  whom 
none  of  them  knew.  MQienever  the  major 
came  to  the  room,  be  looking  on  Mr  Hope, 
•tood  a  little  till  he  recovered  himself,  and 
then  getting  him  into  his  arms,  said,'My  dear 
lord  Aigyle,  you  are  most  welcome  to  me.' 
My  lord  was  a  little  surprised,  and  said, 
rfPVay,  Sir,  where  did  you  know  me?*  *My 
lord,'  said  the  major,'  I  knew  you  since  that 
day  I  took  you  prisoner  in  the  Highlands, 
when  you  were  lord  Lorn,  and  brought  you 
prisoner  to  Edinburgh  castle ;  but  now  we 
are  upon  one  side,  and  I  will  venture  oil 
that  is  dear  to  me  to  serve  you.'  So  they 
were  conducted  to  their  rooms,  and  lurked 
s  good  time  in  the  city,  and  after  the  hurry 
of  his  escape  was  over.  Madam  Smith 
brought  them  to  a  country  seat  of  hers  at 
Brentford,  seven  miles  of  the  city ;  where 
I  shall  leave  them  for  some  time.  We  shall 
meet  with  them  there,  and  in  Holland,  in 
the  following  years. 

After  this  digression,  which  coming  from 
the  first  hand,  will  not,  I  hope,  be  unaccep- 
table, I  return  to  Edinburgh,  \ihere  the 
carl's  escape  was  as  rexing  to  the  mana- 


gers, as  it  was  satisfying  to  others. 
Next  day,    the  21st,   the    council  ^®  '• 
emit   a    proclamation    anent  the  eorl  of 
Argyle,  which    I  have  inserted    below.* 


*Prodamation  anent  the  ecai  of  Argyle^ 

December  21sf,  1G81. 
CHJLaLCfl,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Orrtt 
Britain,  FraoWy  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith  :  to  maccrs,  or 

meaeengert  at  arms,  onr  aherifla  iu  that  part, 
confuDotly  and  aeveraJIj,  apeciallv  conetitute, 
and  to  all  and  euDdry  our  good  and  loving 
■ubjects,  greeting :  forasmuch  as  Archibald  ran 
of  Argvle,  being  (for  a  treasonable  paper,  where- 
in he  had  defamed  our  parliament  and  laws,) 
found  fuUtT,  by  the  verdict  of  an  unanimous 
jury,  of  leasing-making  betwixt  us,  our  parlia- 
ment, and  people,  af  reproaching  our  laws,  mis- 
representing our  government,  and  of  the  crime 
ofnigb  treason,  in  usurping  our  authority,  be 
was  notwithstanding  kept  at  large,  without  any 
such  restraints  as  are  usual  to  persons  so  found 
guilty.  And  now  ho  having,  upon  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  December  instant,  escaped,  addinc 
the  breach  of  prison  to  Ms  other  crimes,  and 
without  waiting  for  that  clemencv  which  ho 
might  haye  relied  mors  upon,  if  he  had  not  been 
conscious  to  himself  of  guiltiness  that  ivouired 
such  an  escape,  we  having,  by  our  royal  letter, 
ordained  all  execution  to  be  sifted,  until  we 
understood  the  nature  of  his  crime;  and  onr 
privy  oouncil  Itaviug^  afW  the  yerdict,  inter- 
posed with  us,  that  notwithstanding  he  was 
found  guilty,  and  that  it  was  usual  for  com|riet- 
ing  the  pror^es,  that  sentence  should  be  once 
pronounced,  that  yet  wo  might,  in  our  clemency, 
ordain  execution  to  be  stopped,  during  our 
royal  pleasure;  our  will  is  herefore,  and  we 
charge  you  straitly  and  command,  that  inconti- 
nent, theee  our  letters  seen,  ye  pass  to  the 
marlcet- crosses  of  Edinburgh,  Stirling,  Perth, 
Dumbarton,  and  other  fdacee  needful,  and  there- 
at, in  our  name  and  authority,  by  open  procla- 
mation, command  and  charge  aJl  our  boeriflTs, 
stewards,  magistrates  of  our  bnivhs  of  regality 
and  royalty,  and  all  others  in  Jurisdiction,  to 
pass,  pursue,  take,  apprehend,  imprison,  and 
preeent  to  Justice,  the  person  of  the  said  Archibald 
earl  of  Argyle,  wherever  he  can  be  found,  within 
the  bounds  of  their  jurisdictions;  and  if  he 
happen  to  flee  out  of  one  jurisdiction  into 
another,  that  they  pursue  him  within  the  same: 
and  we  hereby  require  and  command  all  uurgood 
and  loving  subjects,  to  concur  with,  aid,  fortify 
and  assist  our  said  magistrates,  in  the  prosecution 
of  this  our  service.  And,  if  the  said  earl  of  Argyle 
shall  happeu  to  flee  to  strength*,  or  houses  lor 
refuge,  that  our  said  magistrates,  and  others  as- 
sisting them,  aseiege  and  tsiko  the  same  in  by 
force  of  arms:  and  if  it  shall  happen,  that  the 
said  earl  of  Argyle,  or  any  of  his  accomplices, 
(resisting  to  be  taken,)  be  killed,  mutilate,  or 
slain  by  our  said  ofllcers,  or  any  assistini;  thiem, 
we  doclare  they  are  hereby  indcmnitied,  and 
shall  never  be  brought  in  quctttiun  therefore, 
civilly  nor  criminally,  in  all  time  coining.  And 
further,  that  ve,  in  our  name  and  authority 
foresaid,  prohibit  and  discliarge  all  our  sulijects 
of  this  our  kingdom,  to  reset,  supply  or  intvr- 
commuue  with  the  wa\d  e«c\  oic  Vvk  V)Kca<i&.\^v»».> 
or  to  furnish  Vim  me»i,  ^nuV^\kWMft^\Mtt>aM»3r 
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Therein  they  make  the  king  declare 
*  the  earPs  explanation  a  treasonable 
paper,  and  him  guilty  of  high  treason 
before  the  justiciary  had  pronounced  sen- 
tence. Indeed  this  sovereign  and  graye 
court,  at  this  time,  were  but  tools  to  the 
council.  Tliey  add,  that  he  was  kept  at 
large  without  any  such  restraints  as  are 
usual  to  persons  found  guilty.  It  is  ceiv 
tain  he  was  not  judiciously  found  guilty, 
and  we  have  heard  what  restraints  and 
double  guards  he  was  put  under,  and 
how  every  thing  was  hasting  to  his  execu- 
tion. Then  all  are  ordered  to  assist  in 
apprehending  him,  and  every  one  prohibited 
to  assist  him  or  his  accomplices,  or  fumisiL 
him  with  any  thing  comfortable,  under  the 
pains  of  treason.  That  same  day  the  coun- 
cil send  up  this  proclamation  by  a  fljring 


juatioe  court  should  b«  ofdend  to  pronounce 
sentence  of  forfeitare  of  Ule  and  fortune,  in 
absence.  I  have  formerly  noCioed  the  ar- 
gnmenti  made  use  of  as  to  this  subject, 
upon  other  oocasions.  In  sliort,  it  was 
urged  by  the  aM>derale  party  in  ooundl, 
that  no  more  could  bow  be  done,  but  the 
declaring  him  lugitiTe  and  outlaw,  at  least 
by  our  old  Scots  law;  and  that  even  in 
cases  of  treason,  it  is  only  the  parliament 
can  forfeit  in  absence.  The  first  instance 
to  the  contrary  was  that  of  Pentland,  but 
in  that  case  an  open  rising,  as  they  termed 
it,  a  rebellion  was  notour,  and  little  prospect 
of  any  pariiament's  sitting;  but  this  was 
&r  from  being  the  eari*s  case.  It  was  far- 
ther uiged,  that  it  is  a  known  noAzim  in 
law,  "that  in  criminal  actions  there  neither 
is^  nor  can  be  any  other  conclusion  of  the 
packet  with  a  letter  to  the  king,  signifying  i  cause,  than  the  party's  presence  and  silence." 


**  the  earl's  escape,  as  they  say,  firom  distrust 
of  his  majesty^s  clemency,  though  to  it  he 
owes  both  his  life  and  fortune,  and  desire 
to  know  what  measures  they  shall  take  after 
so  high  and  atrocious  a  violation  of  the 
laws.*'  At  the  same  time  his  royal  highness 
acquaints  the  council,  that  after  the  earl  of 
Argyle  was  found  guilty  by  the  verdict  of  the 
assize,  the  laird  of  Lundin  desired  to  know 
if  the  earl  should  be  kept  more  strictly  than 
formerly ;  he  gave  his  opinion  it  was  not 
fit  to  alter  the  manner  of  his  imprisonment 
And  the  council  discharge  the  said  Lundin 
of  all  hazard  and  danger  from  his  escape. 
The  earls  of  Str&thmore,  Perth,  Dumfries, 
Qucensberry,  register,  and  Sir  George 
Kinnaird,  are  appointed  to  examine  all  per- 
sons suspect  guilty  of  the  earl's  escape. 

Upon  tlie  22d  of  December,  the  council 
had  his  majesty's  return  to  their  letter,  al- 
lowing sentence  to  be  pronounced  against 
the  carl,  but  sisting  all  execution  until  his 
pleasure  was  farther  made  known  to  them. 
When  the  bird  was  flown,  there  was  some 
little  hesitation  among  them,  whether  the 


i>r  any  other  thing  necessary  or  comfortable  to 
him,  or  to  transport  him  to  or  from  ferries,  un- 
der the  pniii  of  treason. 

Given  under  our  Mignet  at  IIoI)TOod-hoase, 
the  twenty-first  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  ei((hty-one,  and  of  our  reign 
the  thirty>  third  year. 


And  strictly  speaking,  the  earl  had  never 
been  heard  in  his  own  case  himself,  for  in 
his  speech  he  had  not  indeed  entered  on 
the  merits  of  the  cause.  However,  the  pro- 
nouncing sentence  carried  in  council,  and 
to-morrow  the  council's  act  waa  presented 
to  the  justiciary.  The  countess  of  Aigyle 
hearing  what  was  done,  gave  in  a  petition 
to  the  justiciary,  humbly  craving,  that  no 
sentence  might  pass  in  her  lord's  absence, 
with  many  reasons  in  law  backing  her 
desire ;  but  the  council's  advice  was  now  a 
law  to  the  criminal  court,  and,  without 
ever  being  at  the  trouble  to  give  any  an- 
swer to  the  lady,  they  went  on  to  pronounce 
the  following  sentence. 

^Forasmuch  as  it  is  found  by  an  assize,  that 
Archibald  earl  of  Aigyle  is  guilty  and  cul- 
pable of  the  crimes  of  treason,  leasing-making, 
and  leasing-telling,  for  which  he  was  de- 
tained within  the  castle  of  Edinburgh,  out 
of  which  he  has  now,  since  the  verdict, 
made  his  escape ;  therefore,  the  lords  com- 
missioners of  justiciary,  decern  and  adjudge 
the  said  Archibald  earl  of  Argyle,  to  be 
executed  to  the  death,  demeaned  as  s 
traitor,  and  to  underly  the  pains  of  treason, 
and  other  punishment  appointed  by  the 
laws  of  this  kingdom,  when  he  shall  be 
apprehended,  at  such  a  time  and  place,  and 
in  such  manner,  as  his  majesty,  in  his  royal 
pleasure,  shall  think  fit  to  declare  and  ap- 
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0  be  extinct^  And  his  arms  to  be  riren  forth 
nd  delete  out  of  the  bo<^  of  arms,  so  that 
ia  posterity  niaj  neyer  hare  place,  nor  be 
ble  hereafter  to  bmik  or  eojoy  any 
onours,  offices^  titles,  or  dignities,  within 
bis  realm,  in  time  coming;  and  to  hare 
vrfeited,  amitted,  and  tint  all  and  sundry 
Is  lands,  tenements,  annual-rents,  offices, 
[ties,  dignities,  tacks,  steddings,  rooms, 
iQsecseions,  goods  and  gear  whatsomever 
•ertaining  to  him,  to  our  sorereign  lord,  to 
emain  perpetually  with  his  highness  in 
n>perty,  which  was  pronounced  for  doom. 
The  injustice  of  this  sentence  needs  not 
•  exposed,  after  what  hath  been  already 
aid.  The  parliament,  after  the  reyolution, 
ras  so  sensible  of  the  hardships  of  it,  that 
jbey  not  only  repealed  his  attainder,  as  the 
athor  of  the  Memoirs  of  North  Britain, 
rho  has  some  blunders  in  his  trial,  re- 
narks;  but  allowed  his  son  to  bring  an 
action  of  damage,  for  a  considerable  sum, 
gainst  the  heirs  of  those  judges  who  con- 
temned his  £Miier.  I  wish  the  writer  of 
hat  book  had  not  charged  all  the  forty-fiye 
lasiiers,  as  the  base  betrayers  of  the  rari  of 
kigyle,  and  as  his  judges,  and  signers  of 
ik  Terdict  He  omits  indeed  the  chan- 
wUor  of  the  assise,  and  the  laird  of  Ormis- 
ioii,  and  inserts  Mr  Francis  Montgomery, 
md  the  laird  of  Lammington.  These  three, 
md  probably  others  named,  were  very  far 
rom  approving  what  was  done  as  to  this 
noble  lord,  and  wo  shall  meet  with  two  of 
Jiem  suffering  themselves  just  now,  and 
mprisoned  and  harassed  before  courts. 
Ilie  author's  mistake  has  been  the  con- 
^mmding  of  the  forty-five,  out  of  which  the 
Uteen  assizers  are  chosen,  with  the  assixers. 
Fhe  slump  number  he  has  taken,  as  the 
1st  is  ill  printed,  from  the  Scots  Mist^ 
irithout  knowing  that  these  worthy  per- 
lons  could  not  hinder  themselves  fh>m 
being  named  on  the  forty-five,  but,  by  un- 
imgoing  a  fine,  could  stop  their  being  of 
liie  fifteen,  and  so  ought  not  to  be  chaiged 
irith  this  sentence.  As  the  sentence  was 
mjust,  so,  for  any  thing  I  can  see,  the  cx- 
wation  of  it,  as  far  as  lay  in  the  justiciary's 
power,  was  treason,  and  flatly  against  the 
king^s  letter.  His  majesty  had  peremp- 
torily sisted  all  execution,  and  yet  the  sen- 
tence was  not  only  pronounced  for  doom, 


in  the  court,  and  at  tlie  cross,  but 
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the  earl's  coat  <tf  arms  was  torn  and 
renversed.  This  was  undoubtedly  a  part  of 
the  execution  of  the  sentence,  and  to  me 
appears  to  be  treason,  greater  sure  than 
what  the  earl  had  been  guilty  of,  being 
forbid  by  the  king,  and  illegal,  yea,  con- 
trary to  law,  if  we  allow  the  advocate's 
own  judgment.  Criminals,  page  61,  **  That 
this  ought  to  be  done  in  the  crime  of  per- 
dnellion  only,  and  not  in  other  treasons." 

In  the  earl's  printed  case,  the  reader 
will  find  what  that  excellent  person  de- 
signed to  have  delivered  in  his  own  justi- 
fication before  the  justiciary;  providence 
gave  things  another  turn,  and  there  was  no 
occasion  to  deliver  it,  and  it  is  too  large  to 
be  inserted  here.  I  only  remark  tluit  the 
earl  did  not  expect  so  grave  and  cautious  a 
court,  as  the  justiciary  ought  to  be,  would 
have  passed  an  interlocutor  upon  the  12th 
of  December,  after  twelve  hours'  reasonings 
before  them,  and  after  ten  of  the  dock  at 
night,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  hath  been 
observed,  and  that  without  ever  calling 
him,  or  requiring  and  considering  the  sense 
he  gave  of  his  own  words.  He  complains 
likewise,  that  several  of  his  assizers  were 
evidently  parties;  and,  if  I  mistake  not, 
the  plurality  of  them  were  so,  having,  as 
privy  counsellors,  ordered  his  imprison- 
ment, signed  the  letter  to  the  king,  which 
was  a  petition  for  his  trial,  yea,  ordered  his 
process,  and  gives  several  reasons  to  prove 
they  were  plainly  perjured.  Then  he  in- 
serts some  excellent  rules  laid  down  in 
criminal  matters,  by  that  great  man  Judge 
Hales,  which  not  being  long,  deserve 
their  room  here.  1st.  Not  to  be  rigid  in 
matters  purely  conscientious,  where  all  the 
harm  is  diversity  of  judgment.  2d.  That 
popular  or  court  applause  or  distaste,  have 
no  influence  on  any  thing  is  to  be  done  in 
point  of  distribution  of  justice.  3d.  That 
in  a  criminal  case,  if  it  be  a  measuring  cast, 
then  to  incline  to  mercy  and  acquittal. 
4th.  In  criminal  things,  which  consist  only 
of  words,  where  no  harm  ensues,  modera- 
tion is  then  no  injustice.  5th.  To  abhor 
all  private  solicitations,  of  what  kind  so- 
ever, and  by  whomsoever.  6th.  In  roaltcm 
depending,  not  to  be  solicitous  what  incu 
say  or  tUiuk,  «o  \oi^^  «a  VVw^  ^^>^^  ^^  Vw**"^"^^ 
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11  exactly  kept  TUl  And  io  the  last 
room,  never  to  tMfBfe  themeelTee  in 
the  beginning'  of  a  cauae,  but  reierye  thenw 
•eWea  uBprejodged,  until  the  whole  bnsineaa 
be  heard."  In  the  next  room,  he  makea  hit 
additional  defencea  in  four  generally  vrhioh 
are,  "  1st  The  abaolute  inuooenee  of  hit 
explication,  in  ita  gannine  meaning,  firom 
all  crimes  or  offence,  fiur  more  from  the 
horrible  Crimea  libelled.  2d.  The  imper- 
tinencj  and  absurdity  of  his  niajestjr's  ad- 
Tocate's  ai^uingt,  for  inferring  the  ciimes 
libelled,  from  the  earl's  words.  Sd.  The 
reasonableness  of  the  exculpation.  4th. 
The  eari*8  answers  to  the  adrocate's 
groundless  pretences,  for  aggniTating  hit 
case.*' 

I  cannot  pretend  to  give  an  abstract  of 
the  application  he  makes  of  them  to  his 
own  case,  it  is  so  full  and  particular;  <mly, 
upon  the  third  head,  he  justly  gives  the 
case  of  bishop  Cranmer,  which  is  almoet 
parallel  to  his  own,  from  Fuller's  Church 
History,  book  5,  p.  185,  186,  The  pub- 
lisher of  the  earTs  case,  who,  if  I  be  not 
misinformed,  was  an  eminent  lawysr,  and 
fellow-sufferer  with  his  lordship  at  this 
time,  concludes  with  sereral  citations  out 
of  Sir  Geoige  Mackenzie  his  printed  boc^s, 
and  from  them  makes  it  evident,  that  Sir 
George  premeditately  gives  it  as  his  opin- 
ion, and  prints  it,  **  That  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment,"  which  he  disliked,  **  is  most  un- 
reasonable, most  unjust,  and,  in  its  reason, 
most  inept ;  and  that  it  puts  a  sharp  sword 
in  the  bauds  of  blind  men."  Which  is  a 
great  deal  more  than  ever  could  be  inferred, 
yea,  than  was  pretended  to  be  inferred 
from  the  earFs  explanation  of  the  test,  for 
which  he  was  sentenced. 

And  this  brings  it  in  my  mind  to  observe, 
that  the  earl's  escape  was  the  occasion  of  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  to  Mr  Stuart,  since 
the  revolution  Sir  James  Stuart  of  Good- 
trees,  formerly  mentioned.  This  great 
lawyer  was  employed  in  private,  (for  he 
could  not  plead  in  public  without  taking 
the  oaths)  to  draw  up  the  state  of  the  earl 
of  Argyle's  case,  to  be  sent  up  to  London 
with  the  gentleman  the  earl  despatched. 
Three  copies  were  writ  of  it  by  his  ser- 
Viwts;  and  before  he  sent  them  to  the  carl, 


one  of  the  oopiet  in  hii  own  hand,  upon 
the  reading  of  whidi,  he  made  an  amend- 
ment or  two  with  his  own  hand  upon  the 
copy  he  held,  snd  the  two  servnatt  amended 
the  other  two  copies.  He  tent  aD  the 
three  to  the  earl,  and  desired  that  copy, 
with  his  hand  on  the  maigin,  might  either 
be  returned  or  destroyed;  the  other  copies 
were  sent  np  to  London,  and  the  third  was 
found  in  the  earl's  coat-pocket,  after  he 
escaped  firom  the  castle.  The  papor  wai 
▼cry  home  and  dose,  and  abundantly  heavy 
in  point  of  argument,  and  consequently  not 
a  Httle  irritating  to  the  connseOon.  The 
amendment  was  soon  known  to  be  Bfr 
Stnarf  s  hand,  and  the  paper  concluded  to 
be  his.  Whereupon  a  jMtfty  was  sent  to 
his  mothef't  home,  tita  excellent  hdj 
Goodtrees,  but  he  was  happily  abroad. 
His  two  aerrants,  Bfr  Spence,  and  Ifr 
Montgomery,  now  laird  of  Langahaw,  were 
next  searched  after,  but  they  thought  it 
convenient  to  step  out  of  the  way  a  little; 
and  Mr  MoBtgomery,  though  but  a  youth, 
found  he  was  not  in  safety  in  Edinburgk, 
and  was  obliged  to  retii^  to  Ireland  to  hit 
relationa,  where  ho  continned  much  till 
the  liberty,  in  the  year  1687.  From  this 
gentleman  last  named  I  have  (his  aooouot; 
and  when  I  name  him,  I  must  acknowledge 
my  obligations  to  him,  for  his  obfigrng 
kindness,  in  allowing  me  access  to  the 
criminal  books,  and  giving  me  several  vaf- 
uable  bints  of  the  severities  of  this  period, 
which  he  had  from  his  worthy  father, 
whom  we  shall  meet  with  in  a  year  or 
two.  Mr  Stuart  was  obliged,  after  lurking 
a  while,  to  retire  to  Holland,  where  be 
continued  until  the  toleration ;  afterwards 
he  will  hH  in  more  than  once,  before  I  end 
this  woik. 

Thus,  as  briefly  as  I  could,  I  have  run 
through  this  strange  and  unaccountable 
treatment  of  the  truly  noble  earl  of  Ai^le, 
to  which,  in  all  its  circumstances,  I  think 
history  scarce  affords  a  parallel,  unless  it  be 
their  own  murdering  this  great  and  good 
man  upon  this  very  sentence,  near  foar 
years  after,  when  indeed,  as  things  then 
went,  they  had  much  more  to  lay  to  his 
charge. 

When  I  laid  before  the  reader  this   lanre 


he  caused  them  to  be  read  over,  hoU\ng\sLCCOuiv\.ol>Xi^«aA^l  hx\g^Wa  trial,  not  a 
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few  reflections  might  be  made  npon  the 
narratives    given   of  it    by  the    English 
writers.     Bishop  Kennet  gives  a  very  fair 
account    of   the    parliament's    procedure, 
where  the  foundation  of  the  displeasure 
taken  up  against  the  earl,  was  biid,  when 
he  tells  ns»  ''that  the  duke  of  York  had 
tins  year  an  obsequious  parliament  in  Scot- 
land, who  being  first  amused  with  an  act 
ratifying  the  protestant  religion,  fell  readily 
into  another  act,  asserting  the  right  of  sue- 
cession ;  after  which  they  made  another  for 
a  standing  army,  act  continuing  the  supply, 
and  conduded  with  the  test  act    The  earl 
of  Argyle  moved  for  a  security  against  a 
fiopish  successor;  (but  he  is  mistaken  when 
be  adds)  he  was  immediately  committed." 
Dr  Sprafs  account  of  this  matter  is  very 
nnjnst ;  and,  it  seems,  hath  led  Mr  Each- 
aid  into  that  ill-natured  account  of  the  earl, 
in  the  first  edition  of  hia  history,  toL  iii 
page  646.    The  archdeacon  has  been  so 
fiur,  as  in  his  appendix,  to  retract  what  he 
had  written,  and  to  make  the  following 
acknowledgment  before  this  amendment 
**  Upon  a  review  of  the  earl  of  Argyle's 
case,  I  find,  that  my  account,  chiefly  taken 
from  Dr  Sprat,  was  somewhat  too  crude 
and  partial."     His  amendment  the  reader 
may  take  in  hb  own  words.    '^  This  aeal- 
ODS  and  active  man,  (die  earl  of  Argyle) 
increasing  in  power  and  lustre,  after  his 
fiither's  and  own  forfeitures,  seemed  to  be 
marked  out  by  his  royal  highness,  though  he 
liad  given  some  signal  instances  of  loyalty, 
before  as  well  as  after  both  their  prosecu- 
tions ;  for,  during  the  sitting  of  the  parlia- 
ment, he  did  not  only  endeavour  to  hinder  the 
passing  of  the  tes^  (which  was  as  much 
•gainst  popery  as  fanaticism)  but  when  it 
was  in  debate,  he  was  the  person  that  spoke 
against '  excepting  the  king's  brothers  and 
aons  *  from  taking  that  oath  then  intended, 
or  declared  for  the  security  of  the  protes- 
tant religion ;  for  which  he  was  afterwards 
told  by  a  bishop,  '  That  that  had  down- 
right fired  the  kiln.'     Accordingly,  when 
be  was  to  take  this  test,  as  one  of  the  privy 
rouncil,  and  had  declared,  that  he  would  not 
do  it  but  with  a  reserve  of  his  own  expla- 
nation, he  was  shortly  after  made  prisoner 
in  the  castle,  as  guilty  of  defaming  the 
king*s  hiws.     And  tliou^h  his  explanation 
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was  no  more  than  what  the  council 
itself  thought  fit  to  allow  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  people ;  yet  the  actions 
of  his  Cither,  as  well  as  his  own,  seemed  to 
have  made  such  an  impression  upon  the 
duke  of  York,  that  he  was  resolved  to 
humble  his  greatness,  and  therefore  caused 
his  interpretation  to  be  scanned  and  sifted 
to  that  degree^  that  at  length  his  advocates 
found  a  latent  piece  of  treason  in  it    Upon 
which  he  was  brought  to  a  formal  trial, 
with  great  solemnity;    and,  after   many 
strains  of  eloquence,  and  uncommon  aggra- 
yations,  he  was  found  guilty  of  treason, 
and  had  sentence  of  death  passed  npon 
him,  but  with  reserve  of  execution.     One 
thing  aggravated  against  him  with  plausi- 
bility, was  his  being  condemned  and  par- 
doned in  the  year  1662.    But  that  con- 
denmation  was  thought  so  hard,  that  the 
king  then  declared,  'it  was  impossible  to 
take  a  man's  life  upon  so  small  an  account* 
And  the  lord  chancellor  Clarendon  blessed 
God,  <  that  he  lived  not  in  a  country  where 
there  were  such  laws.'    This  prosecution 
was  thought  no  less  severe  and  unjust,  in- 
somuch that  in  the  great  daim  of  righ^ 
1689,  it  was,  by  act  of  parliament,  annulled, 
and  ordered  to  be  expunged  and  rased  out 
of  the  records.    The  court  gave  it  out,  tha^ 
there  was  no  design  upon  his  life,  but  only 
the  forfeiture  of  some  eligible  jurisdictions 
and  superiorities,  which  seemed  to  have  been 
the  first  motive  towards  the  prosecution. 
But  the  eari  finding  the  heat  of  his  pursu- 
ers, made  his  escape;  whereupon  he  had 
all   the    marks    of   dishonour  denounced 
against  him,  as  were  by  national  custom 
due  to  traitors.    This  gave  rise  to  new 
disturbances;  and  the  earl,  now  desperate 
in  his  fortunes,  never  left  pursuing  his  re- 
venge, till  he  met  with  his  own  destruc- 
tion."    I  could  make  several  observes  on 
this  author's  amendment,  were  it  worth 
while.    I  don't  well  understand  his  mean- 
ing, when  he  says.  In  the  great  claim  of 
right,  in  1689,  it  (the  earl's  prosecution) 
was  by  act  of  parliament  annulled,  and 
ordered  to  be  expunged.    I  can  more  easily 
pass  his  ignorance    of  our    Scots  forms, 
which  seems  to  be^vray  itself  here,  than 
his  severe  turn  upon  the  earl  in  the  closo 
of  the  parag^v^*    NN  V««i  v?^  ^twwA  Vw>i4'M\ 
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to  what  he  calls  new  disturbances, 
*  we  shall  find  it  was  neither  a  desper- 
ate fortune,  nor  a  pursuit  of  revenge,  hut 
his  regard  to  the  sinking  interests  of  the 
protestant  religion,  and  the  liberty  of  his 
country,  led  him  to  this  new  attempt ;  and 
when  Mr  Eachard  had  seen  himself  imposed 
iipon  in  his  first  account,  I  ni'ish  for  his 
own  sake,  he  had  softened  his  expressions 
as  to  this  noble  and  excellent  person.* 


*  In  Iaw*i  Memorialt(pw810— fil7,)  wehave 
•ome  adtlUional  particulAm  of  Argyle'v  trial  and 
escane ;  and  the  editor  has  added  a  curious  ori- 

{ filial  poem  addressed  by  the  earl  to  his  daughter- 
n-ltiw  oil  oocaaioa  of  her  imp<utant  share  in 
his  esoipe. 

In  a  very  curious  and  raluable  work  lately 
published,  entitled,  "  Historical  and  descriptive 
account  of  George  Heriot's  Hosnital,'*  we  have 
recorded  from  an  old  MS.  an  ao venture  of  the 
boys  in  that  Instituticm,  in  the  way  of  a  "  testi- 
mony*' by  them  against  the  folly,  absurdity,  and 
oppressive  nature  of  this    test.     The    absurd 
reasoning  of  the  crown  lawyers  on    \TgyWt 
trial  became  the  subject  of  merriment  to  the 
boys,  and  resolving  to  act  upon  so  sage  a  prece- 
dent, they  voted  tluit  the  thg  which  guarded  the 
•uter  gate  possessed  a  *'  pubUc  office  "un4  that  he 
ought  to  take  the  test,  or  be  turned  out  of  his  pla<«. 
A  printed  copy  of  the  oath  was  therefore  tender- 
ed to  this  sagacious  functionary,  who,  after  smell- 
ing, refused  to  take  it.     It  was  then  rubbed  all 
over  with  butter,  and  having  been  presented  to 
him  again  in  the  form  of  a  ball  or  roll,  he  took 
it  very  readily  Into  his  mouth,  but  it  soon  ap- 
peared that  instead  of  swallowing  it  entire,  he 
only  extracted  from  it  what  was  agreeHble  to 
his  taste,  and  the  tou|^her  and  less  nutritious 
parts  of  the  dose  he,  bit  by  bit,  qpat  unon  the 
ground.    **  The  advocate  said  this  was  the  test, 
and  that  all  his  irksome  champing  and  chowfng 
of  It,  was  only,  if  possible,  to  separate  the  conco- 
mitant nutriment,    and   that  this  was  mikel 
worse  than  ane  flat  refusal;  and  gif  It  were 
rightly  examined,  wold,  upon  tryal,  be  found 
not  lesse  than  leiseing  making."     After  a  tedi- 
ous and   really    ludicrous  trial,   the  dog   was 
brought  in  a»  guilty  of  <*  Iciseing-making^**  which 
was  exatrtiy  Argyle's  sentence,  and  like  him  he 
was  condemned  to  death.     "  As  the  lounes  were 
removing  hinL  from  court  to  prison,  ther  chan- 
ced a  curat  to  be  present,  who  asked,  what  was 
the  mater?  what  ailed  them  at  the  dog?     One 
of  the  limmers  answered,  that  he,  being  in  public 
trust,  was  required  to  take  the  test,  and  bad 
both  refused  it  and  abused  it,  whereupon  he  , 
was  to  be  hanged,     'llie  curat  storming  said, 
they  deserved  all  to  be  hanged   fur  such  pre-  , 
sumptuous    m<ickery  -.     the    hiunes    laughing  i. 
aloud,  cryed  out  with  one  consent,  tliat  he  and 
his  brethren  deserved  better  to  be  hanged  than 
any  of  them,  or  the  tvkc  either,  since  they  had 
•wallowed  that  which  the  tyke  had  refused." 
See  **  An  account  of  the  arraignment,  trval,  es- 
cape, and  condemnation  of  the  Dog  of  Heriot's 
Hanpital  in  Scotland,  that  was  siipiioscd  to  have  I 
b*^ii  hitaged,  hut  did  at  last  sUn  the  hulier."  I 
The  original  In  In  the  advocate's  libravy,  aiiA  \t\ 


SECT.  VIII. 

Of  several  other  things  this  year^  which  fiU 
not  in  on  thejormer  Sectiotts, 

I  COBTE  now  to  take  notice  of  a  few  thiop 
I  have  passed  during  this  year,  which  may 
tend  a  little  to  the  clearing  of  the  history 
of  this  period ;  and  I  set  them  down  much 
in  the  order  of  time. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  coiui- 
cil  were  much   taken  up  in   prosecatiiig 
some  boys  in  the  college  of  Edinburgh,  for 
their  burning  of  the  pope,  on  the  25th  of 
December,  1680.     This  the  duke  of  York 
could  not  bear,  and  a  great  inquiry  wan 
made  about  it    The  matter  of  fai^t,  as  far 
as  I  can  gather  it  from  some  miasive  letters 
writ  at  this  time,  was  thus.     Some  of  the 
students  that  day  brought  up  to  the  hpad 
of  the  Cowgate,  the  eflSgies  of  the  pope  in 
his  robes,  Hith  his  keys,  mitre,  and  triple 
crown;  and  after  they  had  excommunicat- 
ed him,  they  carried  him  about  in  a  chair^ 
of  the  same  form  ni'ith  that  wherein  he  is 
elected  at  Rome,  to  the  foot  of  the  Black- 
fricirs  Wynd.    The  boys  knowing  the  thiiig 
had  taken  air,  and  that  the  soldiers  and 
guards  were  ready  to  oppose  them  in  the 
high  town,  gave  it  out  that  they  were  to 
carry   his    holiness  in  procession   to  the 
Grass-market,  the  place  of  the  execution  of 
criminals;    upon  which  the  guards,  little 
expecting  such  a  trick,  went  all  dow  n  to- 
wards the  Grass-market     Meanwhile,  ihe 
boys  turned  up  with  their  proccs.siou  l»y 
the  BLick-friars  Wynd,  towards  the  High- 
street,  three  of  them  going  before   with 
kindled  torches.     When  they  cxuue  to  the 


appears  to  have  been  published  nt  tlur  viinr*  in 
London,  but  Is  now  extnimely  rat e.  It  sIioh^ 
the  public  feeling  at  the  time,  and  forms  alto- 
gether a  most  galling  satire  on  the  trial  of  the 
noble  earl.  **  Lord  Halifax  told  King  Char. 
II.  he  understood  not  the  Scots  law,  but  thr 
English  law  would  not  have  hanged  a  dug  for 
such  a  crime.'*  Fountalnhairs  notes,  p.  SI.  Tbn 
editor  of  this  woric.  Sir  W.  Soutt,  makes  the 
following  remark  in  a  note :  "  Kveiy  lawyer  of 
common  senne  or  ordinary  consciiMice  will  be  'if 
the  same  opinion.  I^ird  Clarendon,  when  he 
heard  the  Kent«*nc^,  blessed  Oml  that  hr  livtrd 
not  in  a  country  where  there  were  Mirli  luiv*— 
\uvl  Viv  ouv^iV  V<»  VVXNI&  vakVd^  Kuch  Judurs.  **— A'-i. 
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IIigb-«treet»  at  the  head  of  the  Wyod,  find- 
iii|^  they  ooold  go  no  further,  the  chair  was 
set  down,  sentence  was  {passed  upon  his 
holiness,  and  he  condemned  to  be  burned, 
and  accordingly  the  tordimen  drew  near, 
and  did  their  work,  and  by  the  help  of 
gun-powder  the  eflSigi4U)  was  blown  iq>.  This 
was  about  ten  of  the  dock,  and  as  soon  as 
the  chair  appeared  at  the  head  of  the 
Wynd,  lialithgow,  his  son,  and  some  sol- 
diers made  an  attack  upon  the  boys  with 
sword  in  hand.  They  stood  their  ground, 
and  warned  him  to  beware  whom  he 
stmcky  for  he  had  relations  among  them, 
and  got  their  business  done.  The  rise  of 
this  ^pearance  the  students  made,  was 
this,  as  I  am  informed  by  one  of  them,  now 
a  reverend  minister  of  this  church.  Se- 
veral of  them  happened  to  be  together  in  a 
tavein,  where  there  was  hanging  a  copper- 
plate, representing  the  manner  of  burning 
tlie  pope  at  London,  which  pleased  them 
so,  that  in  a  very  little  they  entered  in  a 
concert  to  do  the  same  at  Edinburgh.  The 
natter  came  to  take  air,  and  Mr  George 
Ridpath,  who  had  been  very  active  in  the 
{Hvject,  was  seised  and  put  in  prison  the 
very  day  before  the  design  was  to  be  exe- 
cnted,  and  a  severe  search  made  for  the 
effigies,  but  in  vain.  As  we  have  seen,  the 
scholars  got  their  business  done,  but  next 
day  several  gentlemen's  sons  were  called 
before  the  council,  and  partieiilariy  ex- 
amined whether  any  presbyterian  gentle- 
men or  ministen  did  contrive,  assist,  or 
direct  them  in  burning  the  pope;  they 
all  declared,  they  did  not  The  chan- 
cellor was  civil  and  &vourable  to  the 
young  gentlemen.  The  bishops  endea^ 
Yoored  to  ensnare  the  scholars  with 
questions  about  their  conformity,  and  other 
captious  heads;  however,  no  advantage 
was  got  of  them,  and  they  were  dismissed 
that  day.  Only  Mr  Ridpath  then  entering 
upon  his  philosophy,  and  a  youth  of  a  pro- 
mising genius,  was  very  hardly  treated. 
Sir  William  Paterson  was  rude  to  him, 
and,  I  am  told,  he  was  beat,  and  had  his 
hair  torn  by  the  council  servants;  and 
either  by  the  council,  or  their  committee, 
he  was  banbhed  his  native  country,  for  no 
^th^T  cause  than  his  accession  to  this  mat- 
ter.   This  gentleman  is  so  well  known. 
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since  the  happy  revolution,  by  his  kj^ 
pearancesin&vourofhiscountryand  ^^^^' 
mother  church  of  Scotland,  and  his  suffering 
for  his  steady  adherence  to  the  piotestant 
succession,  when  in  the  utmost  haiard,  that 
I  need  say  nothing  of  him.  His  modesty  is 
such,  as  though  I  sought  and  expected  from 
himself  an  account  of  his  sufferings  at  this 
time,  in  consequence  <ji  the  friendship  he 
hath  &voured  me  with  now  for  many 
years,  he  hath  still  declined  this  piece  of 
justice  to  himself,  otherwise  the  reader 
might  have  had  distincter  accounts  of  this 
matter. 

About  the  same  time  the  same  spirit  was 
working  at  Ghugow,  in  a  different  manner. 
They  only  put  on  ^svoufb,  and  coloured 
ribbons,  and  other  marks  of  distinction,  as, 
they  said,  tokens  of  their  being  protestants. 
For  this,  several  of  their  leaders,  and  par- 
ticularly the  present  marquis  of  Annandale, 
then  a  student  there,  were  called  before  the 
masters  and  archbishop.  Annandale  de- 
fended himself  and  his  fellows,  with  brisk- 
ness enough,  and  speaking  to  the  bishop, 
called  him  only  Sir.  Bir  Nicolson  his  re- 
gent took  him  up,  and  said,  *  William,  you  • 
do  not  nndefitand  whom  yon  speak  to,  he 
is  a  greater  person  than  yonrsetf."  Annan- 
dale very  quiddy  answered  him,  **  I  know 
the  king  has  been  pleased  to  make  him  a 
spiritual  lord,  but  I  know  likewise  that  the 
piper  of  Arbroath's  son  and  my  fiuher's 
son  are  not  to  be  compared;"*  and  added, 
he  had  the  vanity  to  say,  he  had  more  no- 
ble blood  in  his  veins,  than  all  the  fourteen 
put  together.  Nothing  further  could  be 
made  of  this. 

At  Edinburgh,  several  ai  the  students 
were  imprisoned,  besides  Blr  Ridpath,  which 
irritated  the  rest  so  &r,  that  they  threat- 
ened to  bum  the  provost's  house  at  Priest- 
field,  who,  they  reckoned,  should  have  in- 
terposed in  behalf  of  the  students,  since  the 
town  of  Edinbui^h  are  patrons  to  the  cd- 
lege,  and  yet,  it  seems,  he  had  been  very 
virulent  by  his  proclamations  and  otherwise 

*  Artbar  llow  was  ibe  name  of  tbh  blalMp. 
Bishop  Bumtt  nys,  «  IIo  was  a  poor,  Ignorani, 
and  wortblMt  man,  bat  in  whom  obedience  and 
fury  were  to  eminent,  that  theie  aopplied  all 
other  defeets."  He  was  afterwanU,  lii  10B4. 
raieed  to  the  primacy  of  St  Andrews,  and  wat 
theUii  parmn  who  fi\VtA\\ — N  «AA.'^.^'*r\.— "E.^ 
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against  th«iii.  And  in  a  few  dajr*  the 
house  of  Priestfield  was  accordingly 
6umed;  whereupon  the  council  emit  a  pro- 1 
ckmationy  January  13th  this  year,  offering 
two  thousand  merks  and  a  remission,  to  any 
who  would  discover  the  actors.  But  I  do 
not  find  any  discovery  was  made;  yea, 
some  wanted  not  their  jealousies,  his  house 
was  burned  with  a  view  to  bring  an  odium 
on  some  people  who  had  not  the  least 
share  in  the  burning.* 

January  4th,  the  masters  of  the  college 
of  Edinburgh  present  a  petition  to  the 
council,  declaring  their  abhorrence  of  the 
late  tumultuary  gathering  of  their  scholars 
and  others,  December  25th  last  The 
council  remit  it  to  the  committee  for  pub- 
lic afiairs,  and  so  I  can  give  the  less  dis- 
tinct account  of  what  was  done.  In  the 
council-books  I  meet  with  what  follows, 
January  6th.  **  The  lords  of  privy  council 
considering,  that  bonds  and  combinations 
have  been  entered  into  by  the  students  of 
the  college,  and  several  tumults  raised 
thereupon  in  the  city,  and  the  government 
itself  is  defamed  by  them,  ordain  the  ma- 
gistrates of  Edinburgh  instantly  to  cause 
shut  the  college  gates,  and  cause  the  classes 
be  dissolved  till  further  order,  and  ordain 
the  said  magistrates  to  appear  before  the 
council,  that  they  may  bear  what  they 
have  to  offer  for  the  security  of  the  city, 
and  the  king's  peace  therein.*' 


•  "  Sir  James  Dirk,  provost  of  Edinburgh, 
hit  house  of  Priestfield  was  burned  about  8 
at  night,  11th  January,  1681,  by  the  colleginera, 
others  said  by  himself,  ^ivhich  was  false)  yet 
the  college  gates  were  shut  up,  and  the  hojt 
banished  15  miles  from  Edinburgh.  Some  al- 
lege the  interdict  upon  the  college  was  contrived 
by  the  bishop  of  Edinburgh,  Paterson,  to  get 
•ttt  Mr  Andrew  Cant  from  being  Principal,  and 
hki  brother,  Mr  Robert  Paterson,  to  have  got 
bis  place.*' — Fount,  notes,  p.  7.  These  incidenu 
convinced  the  discerning  Cnurchill,  (afterwards 
duke  of  Malborough,)  "  that  the  duke  of  York 
was  not  in  a  condition  to  maintain  himself  in 
Scotland,  if  the  king  his  brother  did  not  support 
him  there."  «•  They  have  burned,"  says  Ba- 
rillon  in  his  despatch  to  Louis  XIV.  "they 
have  burned  the  house  of  the  provost  of  Edin- 
burgh  :  he  is  the  first  magistrate  of  the  city, 
aud  has  the  same  functions  with  the  mayor  of 
l^ndon.  It  \i  believed  that  the  students  who 
burned  th<>  pope  in  efiigy,  set  fire,  during  the 
night,  to  the  provost's  house,  which  is  but  a 
ulle  from  Ldiuburgh.*'— -Dalrymple's  Memoirs, 
//.  365,  ^EtL 


Upon  the  21st  of  January,  the  council 
emit  another  proclamation  concerning  the 
students  in  the  college,  wherein  they  charge 
them  with  entering  into  bonds  and  combi- 
nations, "obliging  themselves  to  adhere 
one  to  another,  in  case  any  of  them  shoula 
be  caHed  in  question,  •which,  they  say,  ap 
peared  from  the  confessions  of  the  masten 
and  some  students :  they  complain  likewise 
of  their  assembling,  December  25th  last,  in 
a  tumultuary  way,  (but  not  a  word  of  burn- 
ing olTthe  pope)  and  associating  themselvef 
with  apprentices^  and  introducing  a  new 
way  of  tumultuatingy  by  putting  up  bine 
ribbons  as  signs  and  cognisances ;  and  that 
being  justly  threatened  for  these  things,  they 
made  tumults  in  the  streets,  disquieted  tiie 
nobility  and  gentry  in  the  streets,  and 
threatened  the  provost  with  burning  hit 
house,  which  in  a  few  days  was  done. 
Whereupon  the  council  by  an  act  of  this 
day's  date,  having  ordered  the  college  gates 
to  be  shut,  till  they  take  further  trial 
thereanent,  do  now  command  all  the  stu- 
dents to  retire  fifteen  miles  from  Edinbnigh, 
within  twenty-four  hours,  and  not  to  come 
within  the  said  limits  without  leave  of  the 
council,  under  the  pain  of  being  treated  ss 
seditious  persons."  This  matter  ended  in  in 
act  of  council  February  Ist,  ordering  all 
the  students  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance: 
and  if  the  masters  accept  of  any  scholars 
otherwise,  they  are  ipso  facto  to  be  deposed, 
as  it  bears  at  more  length  below.-f* 

f  CouncU'i  act  about  the  college  of  Edinburgh, 
February  1st,  1681. 

Forasmuch  as  there  bein^  a  petition  presented 
to  his  majesty's  privv  council,  by  the  magistrates 
and  council  of  Edinburgh,  and  princi|Ml,  mas- 
ters, and  regent  of  the  college  thereof,  desiring, 
that     upon     the    considerations    therein    con- 
tained, and  upon  the  obligementa  offered  by 
them,  they  might  be  allowed  to   make  open 
classes,  and  receive  the  scholars,  notwithstanding 
of  the  late  act  and  proclamation  of  council :  the 
lords  of  hit  majesty's  privy  council,  upon  con 
sideratlon   of  the    foresaid   petition,    and  of  a 
report  made  by  a  committee  of  their  own  num- 
ber, in  the  said  matter,  do  allow  the  magistrates 
of  Edinburgh,  principal,  masters,  and  regents  of 
the  college  thereof,  to  make  open  the  said  col- 
lege, notwithstanding  of  the  late  act  and  pra- 
clamation  ;  aud  do  ordain  the  said  magistrates, 
before  re-entry  of  the  students,  or  any  other  stu- 
dents to  be  entered  for  this  year,  to  take  their 
fathers,  tutor,  or  friend,  cautioner  for  them,  '»j 
bond,  for  their  orderly  and  peaceable  behaviour, 
in  time  coming,  and  according  to  the  bond,  and 
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Upon  tbe  17Ui  of  February ,  the  duke  of 
York  moves  in  couocilKthat  in  regard  of 
the  young  years  of  many  of  the  students  in 
tbe  second  and  third  ckuses,  tbe  oath  pre- 
icribed  by  the  act  of  the  first  instant  be  de- 
layed till  they  enter  the  fourth  class,  they 
not  being  in  a  capacity  to  understand  the 
uature  and  import  of  an  oath,  and  that  the 
penalties  in  the  bond  be  mitigated  one-half. 
The  council  go  into  both. 

In  January  this  year  tbe  laird  of  Lundin 
pfttts  a  patent  to  be  master  of  the  artillery. 
February  24th,  the  lord  Lijingstone  is  ad- 
mitted a  privy  counsellor.  June  2d,  the 
;j0g  by  a  letter  declares  he  has  continued 
the  oonunand  of  ^e  castle  of  Edinburgh 
with  the  duke  of  Lauderdale,  and  in  his 
abaence  the  laird  of  Lundin,  and  that  they 
are  only  to  receive  the  commands  from  the 
king  or  his  commissioner.  In  July,  the 
earl  of  Dumfries,  and  the  earl  of  Antrim 
are  made  privy  counsellors.  That  same 
month  John  Madurgand  Humphrey  Clark, 
are  examined  by  the  council  for  having  a 

under  tbe  peiuUtiea  aAcrmeotioned,  vis.  m  DoUe- 
siaD**  Mil,  under  the  peualty  of  lour  tbouund 
■icriu,  a  bai  on  or  chief  sentlunan,  two  thouHmd 
BMrlu,  a  morcfaant  or  bargeae't  ton,  one  tboti- 
land  merks,  tbe  eon  of  a  tndetmaii,  or  person  of 
other  inferior  qualitv,  five  hundred  merlu  Snots 
■MMiey;  and  that  tKe  eaid  ma|i8tratfe  be  an- 
awarablo  for  the  tufficieney  ot  tbe  cautioner, 
and  report  an  account  of  their  diligence  once 
every  month,  until  the  ordinary  time  of  the 
riaiiig  of  tbe  college.  FoUowa  tbe  tenor  of  tbe 
bond  abovenientloned.    "  I  bind 

and  oblige  me,  my  heire  and  succeuore,  as  cau- 
tioner and  surety,  acted  in  the  Iwolcs  of  privy 
oeoncil,  for  student  in  the 

college  of  Edinbureh,  that  the  said 

shall,  during  tbe  whole.time  and  space  that 
Wr  shall  remain  a  student  in  the  college  of 
Kdiuborgh,  and  a  member  of  that  society,  live 
orderly  and  peaceably,  and  that  he  shall  not  be 
aueeaaery  to  the  breach  of  the  public  peace, 
neitber  by  his  knowledge,  causing,  sending, 
hoonding  out,  or  ratihabition ;  and  that  he  shall 
engage  nimseif  in  no  unlawful  bonds  or  combi- 
funons,  or  shall  be  accessorv  to  any  tumults  or 
unlhwiul  convocations   under  the   penalty  of 

in  case  of  fallie :  consenting 

thir  presents  be  registrate  in  the  books  of  privy 

"beaocil,  that  letters  of  homing  on  six  days,  and 

•thors,  may  be  direct  hereupon,  and  constitutes 

my  procurators,"  &c.  And 
farther,  the  said  lords  do  ordain  the  principal 
and  regents  of  the  said  college,  before  they  re- 
ceive any  of  Uie  students  of  the  three  upper 
cisssrs,  being  the  semi,  batchelor,  and  magistrand 
classes,  into  their  said  respective  classes,  to  see 
tbem  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  in  presence  of 
tbe  bishop  of  Edinburgh,  which  is  not  to  hinder 
the  taking  of  the  said  oath  by  such  as  shall  receive 


scandalous  paper  in  their  cojBee- 
house,  called  the  gaaette,  and  im-  ^^^' 
prisoned.  January  20th,  finding  that  John 
Macluig*8  coffee^iouse  is  a  receptacle  of  di»- 
afiected  penons,  order  the  magistrates  of 
Edinbiu^h  to  shut  it  up,  and  call  for  all  the 
masters  of  other  cofiee-houses  or  houses  of 
intelligence,  and  take  tbem  bound  under  five 
thousand  merks,  that  no  newspapers  be  read 
•in  their  houses,  but  such  as  are  allowed  by 
the  officers  of  state.  And  March  8tb,- 
John  Maclurg,  upon  his  petition,  is  allowed 
to  open  his  cofiee-house  imder  the  same 
bond  with  the  rest 

In  the  beginning  of  February,  the  duke 
of  York  went  to  see  Linlithgow  and  Stir- 
ling. A  printed  account  of  his  progress, 
and  the  noblemen  and  gentlemen  who 
waited  on  him,  is  before  me,  where  there  is 
little  remarkable,  but  a  design  to  make  a 
parade,  and  to  affect  somewhat  of  the  state 
of  our  old  kings,  before  he  came  to  the 
throne,  and  render  himself  a  little  more 
popular.      After  the  parliament  was  up, 


degrees.  And  the  said  lords  declare,  that  In 
case  the  principal  or  regents  shall  re-enter  any 
of  the  sud  stuaents,  or  receive  others,  without 
giving  in  the  security,  and  taking  the  oath  of 
allegianct,  as  aforcaaid,  then  and  in  that  case,  the 
principal  and  regents  shall,  h)so  facio^  be  de- 
prived of  their  said  offices  ana  function  in  tbe 
said  college,  and  their  places  ordained  to  be  de- 
clared vacant,  by  the  magistrates  of  Edinburgh, 
patrons  of  tbe  college,  and  they  allowed  to  ap- 
point others  to  supply  the  same.  And  the  said 
lords  do  ordain,  that  before  the  said  students  re- 
enter, or  new  students  be  received  in  the  said 
collfge,  such  students  first  engage  under 
their  bands,  before  the  bishop  of  Kdinbursh, 
(when  they  take  tbe  oath  of  allegiance,)  that 
thry  shall  keep  tbe  church,  and  wait  upon  divine 
worship,  according  to  law,  which  the  said 
principal  and  regents  are  hereby  ordered  to  see 
done,  and  not  to  receive  into  the  said  college, 
any  such  students,  entered  or  to  be  entered, 
without  doing  of  the  Bame»  under  tho  certifica- 
tion aforesaid.  And  the  said  lords  do  ordain 
and  appoint,  that  at  the  visitations  of  tbe  other 
universities  of  the  kin|;dom,  the  foresaid  rules 
for  taking  the  oath  ot  allegiance,  and  engage- 
ments to  keep  the  church,  be  put  In  execution  in 
these  respective  universities,  and  that  the  prin- 
cipal, masters,  and  r^^ents  thereof  return  to  bis 
majesty's  privy  council,  an  account  of  what 
obedience  has  been  given  to  their  act,  enjoJiiing 
the  students  to  take  the  oath  of  allt^ianceatthelr 
lanreation  ;  and  the  said  lords  do  dischai^e  any 
of  the  rest  of  the  universities,  to  receive  any 
such  students  as  liave  left  or  shall  leave  the 
college  of  Edinburgh,  upon  the  account  of  their 
refusal  of  the  engagements  ab<»ve written,  as  they. 
will  be  answerable. 
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.^^.  toward  the  beginning  of  Ootobfr,  the 
'  dake  mnde  another  progreea  toOla^ 
gow.    I  find  no  printed  acooonti  of  that  an  of 
the  foroMT^  and  one  wonld  think  they  might 
Wth  have  haen  iparad,  rinee  he  came  down  to 
Sootbndasaaanetoarj.  Ho  wai  entertained 
in  the  beet  manner  the  ooontrf  oonid  affotd, 
and  noaaaU  ehargea  were  beetowed  upon 
regaling  him  and  his  attendanti.    He  de- 
clared himaelf  highlj  pleated    with    the 
reepect  fhowed  him,  bat,  it  teems»  fingot 
all  thill  when   he   wonld    hare   aH  the 
fiye  weatem  ehiraa  tamed  to  a  hunting 
field.    His  mirth  at  OUegow  was  a  little 
spoiled  by  an  incident    One  of  the  aodaty 
people  put  a  piper  into  the  d«ke*e  hand 
when  coming  down  the  street    The  doke 
received  it  as  it  had  bee»  a  petition  iot 
charity;  but  it  waaa  protestationy  whereof 
a  copy  is  befart  me,  whifih  I  need  not  in- 
sert at  lengthy  being  much  the  saaM  with 
that  of  Robert  Oamook  and  others  before 
spoke  ot    The  penners  of  it  proteet  against 
'*the  king  in  all   his   tyranny»  heading, 
hanging,    quartering   quick,   stigmatizing, 
scourging,  drowning  in  seas,  and  oppressing 
the  people  of  God,  his  usurping  over  oon- 
scienoe,  and  assaming  that  power  that  is 
due  to  none  but  Christ  alone.    They  add, 
that  what  he  cannot  do  himself,  having 
sinned  away  his  wisdom  and  parts  with  his 
harloti^  be  hath  made  over  to  a  professed 
papist  the  duke  of  York,  and  protest  against 
his  being  sent  to  Scotlaod  to  execute  his 
policy,  and  cheat  people,  first  out  of  their 
souls,  and  then  out  of  all  other  things.  , 
They  protest    likewise   against    the    late 
dreadful  bond  the  test,  which  so  avowedly 
renounoeth  the  covenants,  to  which    all 
were  once  sworn,  and  the  king  himself^  and  | 
therefore  bound  to  maiatain  presbyterian  ' 
government  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  : 
therefore  they  protest  against  the  king  and 
all    who   act  for    him,    and    particulariy 
against  welcoming  a  papist  to  Scotland, 
with  a  draught  of  the  blood  of  saints  at 
two  different  times,  the  welcoming  him  to 
Gkwgow  with  ringing  of  bells,  bonfires,  &c.  > 
Whereas,  say  they,  he  ought  to  be  punish-  | 
ed  with  such  loading  punishment  as  the  ' 
word  of  Ood  allows  to  be  put  upon  pro-  i 
fessed  idolators.     In  a  word,  they  protest ' 
afpiiust  bin  seuding  in  hh  ba«;i;ngc  .uul  \>v\)- 


vision  to  the  town  on  the  Lord's  day,  and 
against  the  magistrates  and  all  who  re- 
ceived him."  When  the  paper  came  to  be 
read,  the  doke  did  not  find  it  proper  to 
notice  it  much,  but  it  tamed  him  n  little 
sullen  and  thoughtful ;  and  it  was  observed 
he  hasted  out  of  Ohngow  after  the  receipt 
of  it  I  do  not  find  the  giver  or  authors  of 
it  were  discovered  by  the  government 

This  was  a  softer  proCestaition  than  sev- 
eral papers  emitted  at  this  time  by  the 
high-flyer&  One  of  them,  affixed  upon  the 
church  of  KetUe,  April  Sd  this  year,  Ml 
into  the  coancil*s  handa,  and  tliey  oaased 
print  it  to  expose  the  suffering*  people 
But  it  was  a  very  few  who  mn  those 
lengthe  even  among  Mr  Cameron  aad 
Cai|fill's  followers,  and  the  other  oppressed 
auffefws  diaowned,  and  as  much  difiersd 
firom  those  extremities  as  sober  persoai 
could  do.  It  is  not  worth  while  to  give 
the  reader  any  extraet  out  of  this  incon- 
nected  paper;  the  writer  of  it  disowns  the 
king's  authority,  renounces  him  and  paying 
cess  to  him,  or  tiends  to  Mr  John  Barcky 
episoopal  minister  in  tliat  place,  and  givri 
his  reasons  to  prove  the  king  a  tyrant,  and 
Blr  Barclay  a  thief  and  robber.  This  Rut- 
sel,  or  another  of  his  name,  turned  very 
insolent  and  uneasy  to  the  people  of  the 
societies  when  formed  in  meetings,  be- 
cause they  would  not  come  up  to  his  ex- 
travagancies, as  1  find  by  their  registers. 

But  Gib  and  his  followers  made  the 
greatest  noise  of  any  of  this  gang,  and  I 
shall  give  some  little  hint  of  them  herf, 
and  from  them  probably  many  of  these 
heights  came.  The  ravcries  and  bias* 
phemy  emitted  by  John  Gib,  once  a  nui- 
ter  of  a  ship  in  Borrowstonness,  Walter 
Ker,  David  Jamison  and  John  Young,  are 
not  indeed  worth  the  noticing,  were  it  not 
that  the  publiihers  of  their  paper  in  the 
title  of  it  class  these  nuidcapes  among  the 
fimatics,  the  name  given  ordinarily  to  pres- 
byterians :  yea,  the  publisher  of  8ir  Gcoi]^ 
Mackenzie's  vindication,  London  1691, 
page  36,  hath  the  impudence  and  villany  to 
couple  Gib's  senseless  paper  with  t|ie 
solemn  league  and  covenant,  and  publish  it, 
as  he  says,  to  inform  strangers  of  the  se- 
ditious principles  of  the  Scots  presbytc- 
r\uL\ui«    T\\U  horrid   imposition   upon  the 
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rorld,  under  so  great  a  name  as  that  of  the 
ing'a  advocate,  hath  brought  me  to  giye 
ome  account  of  thiit  matter.  I  hare  for- 
lerly  regretted  the  manifold  temptations 
oor  ignorant  people  had  at  this  time,  to 
an  to  enthusiasm  and  ravery  upon  the 
me  hand,  and  atheism  and  irreligion  upon 
he  other.  IVesbyterian  ministers  who  had 
een  careful  in  instructing  people  in  the 
imndations  of  religion,  and  Uie  catechisms 
f  this  church,  and  were  at  singular  pains 
ipon  the  youth,  were  now  all  almost  torn- 
d  ont  Their  successors  in  the  chorches 
rere  generally  ignorant  or  vitious,  and 
otally  neglected  catechising;  and  indeed 
ach  were  the  people's  prejudices  at  them, 
hat  as  they  were  neglective  and  lairy,  so 
eople  would  not  subject  to  snch  of  them  as 
rere  willing  to  take  any  pains :  and  it  is 
lOt  to  be  wondered  at,  that  some  turned 
rild  and  monstrous  in  their  opinions ;  and, 

10  doubt,  the  extremities  run  to  by  some  in 
onversation,  and  unhappy  diyisions  among 
be  suffering  party,  helped  all  on.  It  is 
such  easier  to  set  a  people  a  going  to  ex- 
remities  in  a  broken  time,  than  to  put  a 
top  to  them:  and  that  Mr  Cargill  found 
nd  regretted,  for  though  he  took  much 
ains  to  reclaim  Gib  and  his  followers,  yet 
b  ifas  to  very  little  purpose.  There  was 
adoubtcdly  too  much  of  an  inclination  at 
his  time,  to  insist  and  debate  upon  public 
natters,  as  they  were  termed,  to  resent  the 
raits  of  persecutors,  and  apostacy,  as  it 
^as  called,  of  friends;  and  real  religion, 
kith,  patience,  and  mutual  forbearance, 
rere  too  much  neglected.  And  perhaps 
he  apprehensions  of  singular  and  extraor- 
inary  judgments  upon  the  land,  expressed 
y  some  worthy  persons  at  their  death, 
•ossessed  the  minds  of  many,  and  were 
tresnmptuously  shaped  by  the  more  igno- 
■aty  according  as  their  fimcy,  not  a  little 
eated  by  oppression,  led  them,  and  par- 
loolar  determinations  were  made,  who 
romld  suffer  by  them,  and  who  escape. 
!7ias  we  had  too  many  bold  and  peremp- 
iiry  assertions,  prophecies,  and  other  things, 
.'hereby  Satan  played  his  game,  and  many 
rere  deluded.  When  things  were  in  this 
ostnre,  John  Gib,  and  some  few  with  him, 
lid  aside  all  buNinosA,  pretending  to  spend 

11  their  time  in  fu&Ung,  prayer,  and  other 


acts  of  dcTotion,  came  out  from  Bor- 
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rowstonness  taking  their  way  south 
and  west.  Where  they  came  they  enjoined 
public  acknowledgments  to  be  made  by  all 
persons  guilty  of  oomplianee,  hearing  the  cu- 
rates, and  the  like ;  and  Gib,  as  spc^eaman, 
took  on  him  to  rebuke,  reject,  or  receiTe  into 
fellowship  with  them.  Their  leal  and 
seeming  deyotion  made  many  run  to  them, 
and  they  came  the  length  of  the  parish  of 
Strathavan  making  proselytes^  There  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  three 
worthy  and  judicious  men  upon  their  hid- 
ing, I  think,  or  business,  James  Gray  of 
Chryston,  James  Sloss,  afterwards  bailie  in 
Gksgow,  and  James  Baird :  some  of  their 
acquaintances  besought  them  to  go  with 
them  to  a  meeting  where  Gib  was  to  be. 
They  yielded,  and  when  they  came,  Gib 
was  with  a  considerable  company  toward 
Eaglesham  muirs.  He  was  entertaining 
the  people  with  calls  ter  leave  their  busi- 
ness, and  join  with  him  in  extraordinary 
acts  of  fasting,  &c  and  that  in  a  very  inso- 
lent and  authoritative  way.  lliese  three 
entered  a  little  upon  reasoning  with  him, 
but  found  nothing  but  haughty  ignorance 
and  no  reasoning.  He  and  his  followera 
withdrew  a  little,  to  rebuke  a  man  for  com- 
pliance. James  Gray  followed,  and  hearing 
him  rebuke  the  man  authoritatively,  pub- 
licly questioned  him,  how  he  took  on  him 
such  an  act,  not  being  a  minister,  adding,  we 
had  a  gospel  ministry,  and  church  officera  to 
manage  that  work,  and  commanded  the 
country  man  (who  was  of  his  acquaintance) 
to  be  gone.  Upon  this  Gib*s  countenance 
changed,  and  his  eyes  kindled  and  spoke  like 
a  madman : "  your  ministers,  your  ministers, 
M-e  will  curse  them  to  hell,  we  will  damn 
them  and  you  to  hell,  we  will  pray  you  to 
hell  ;*'  with  many  other  horrid  expressions, 
which  frighted  the  people  so  much  as  they 
left  him,  and  came  about  Mr  Gray  and  the 
other  two,  who  warned  them  of  the  haaard 
of  separation,  and  heights  they  were  lead- 
ing them  to,  and  prayed  a  while  with 
them,  and  advised  them  to  go  home,  and 
mind  their  callings. 

Thus  Gib*s  folly  being  made  manifest, 
hi«  progress  was  stopped  in  that  country, 
and  he  proceeded  no  further ;  only  a  few 
silly  women  toWowc^  Vxim  %  ^-wj  w  V»i^ 
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more,  till  he  went  home  to  Borrow- 
8tottD«88»aDd  for  his  acancUls  and  blas- 
phemies he  was  carried  into  Edinburgh,  and 
with  the  abovenamed  persons  lay  some  time 
in  the  Canongate  tolbooth,  many  times  car- 
rying like  possessed  and  distracted  persons. 
And  Mr  Oray  of  Christoun  frequently  used 
to  say  he  did  take  him  at  that  meeting  to  be 
possessed  with  a  deyiL  This  account  I 
have  given  at  more  length,  because  I  have 
ft  from  the  worthy  persons  present  To- 
«rard  the  end  of  April,  1681,  they  were 
taken  by  order  of  council.  A  few  days 
after,  these  hair-brained  deluded  wretches 
were  deserted  by  the  few  women  who  had 
associated  with  them,  as  soon  as  they  be- 
gan to  discover  their  madness;  and  their 
society,  which  had  got  the  name  of  '  sweet 
singers,'  lasted  but  two  or  three  days.  The 
followers  of  Mr  CargiU  and  Cameron,  as 
soon  as  they  heard  of  their  extravagancies, 
tiurew  them  out  df  their  company,  and  the 
body  of  presbyterians  in  Scotland  never 
owned  them,  or  had  any  thing  to  do  with 
them,  but  sat  silently  bemoaning  the  depth 
of  judgment,  and  strong  delusions  they 
were  given  up  to,  and  praying  that 
others  who  had  left  ordinances  dispensed 
by  all  presbjrterian  ministers,  except  Mr 
CargiU,  might  not  be  left  to  their  oyi'u  ways. 
This  matter  was  indeed  particularly  griev- 
ing to  Mr  Cai^ll  before  his  death ;  he  took 
pains  upon  them,  as  we  noticed,  fruitlessly ; 
yet  the  letter  he  wrote  was  of  use  to  re- 
cover some  who  were  in  hazard  of  their 
delusions  in  the  prison.  And  that  the 
reader  may  see  their  strong  delusions,  I 
insert  the  blasphemous  paper  they  gave  in 
to  the  council.  May   1st,  this  year,*  and 


*  Gib*s  blasjfhrmoiis  jMjierj  May  Ist,  1C81. 

We  undencribeni,  now  priBonere  for  the  truth 
in  the  Canongate  tol booth  iron-houtie,  though 
most  vile,  yet  it  pleased  the  Holy  Ghost  to  work 
on  our  spirits  of  a  time  past,  in  clearing  causes  of 
wrath,  and  showing  us  duty  from  day  to  day, 
that  now  In  some  time  past  we  are,  and  have 
been  called  mad  men  and  devils,  and  now  there 
iinone  in  the  Icingdom,  in  prison  or  out  of  prison, 
jUiat  we  can  converse  with  as  Christians :  and 
vesterday,  being  the  2Hth  dav  of  the  5th  month, 
it  seemed  good  to  the  Holy  Ghost  and  to  us,  to 
lake  out  of  our  Bibles  the  Psalms  in  metre,  f<ir 
several  causes  mentione<l  afterwards;  for  the 
hiHtk  of  the  Revelation  says,  *  if  any  man  hhould 
Atfff  unto  fhpse  thin^:!!,  God  hhnll  add  unto  him 
liif  p/ftgucs  which  aj'ti  tvrideu  in  this  bouk  *,' 


that  he  may  hav«  his  jmii  caiitione,  1  have 
insert  his  letter  to  the  priaonera  in  the  Ca- 


•nd  we  did  bam  them  in  our  prison-house,  and 
sweep  away  the  ashct.  Likewise^  in  the  boiy 
acriptures,  we  renounce  chapten  and  rerscs, 
and  r.ontenta,  because  it  is  only  done  by  human 
wisdom,  and  the  changing  of  the  books  alter 
the  Holy  Ghost  had  ptaoed  them.  Vfe  bdng 
pressed  to  this  work  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  do  re- 
nounce the  impresaion  and  translation  of  both 
tb«  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and  that  fiw  ad- 
ditiona  put  unto  them  by  men,  and  other  eaoia; 
as  first,  patting  in  horrid  blasphemy,  makinf  a 
tyrant  patron  wf  the  cfaareh,  when  the  seriptnni 
bold  of  none  but  of  God,  and  need  no  pabnmage 
from  any  king,  prince,  or  rulera,  and  the  writins 
of  that  blasphemoas,  sacrile^oiia,  (as  some  call  it; 
the  epistle  dedicatory,  flilcd  with  luch  languags 
as  **  dread  sovereign,  highneas,  most  high  and 
mighty,  moat  sacnd  majesty;**  and  likewise 
the  horrid  unparalleled  blasphemy,  making 
a  triangle  with  these   Hebrew    letters    in   it, 

thus,  /'T^''^\  Jehovah,  representing  the  trinity; 
and  likewise  putting  in  horrid  piotureo  in  several 

f daces  of  the  holy  scripture,  and  likewise  draw- 
og  scores  betwixt  the  hooka  of  the  Bible,  and 
other  auperfluous  traditions,  likewise,  wc  re- 
nounce the  catechisms  larger  and  shorter,  and 
Confeaaion  of  Faith,  against  which  we  have 
many  causae :  ons  cause  is,  In  the  29d  chap,  far 


the  scripture  proofs  that  thev  cite  prare  the  con- 
trary of  that  they  write.    We  penounoe  the  acts 


of  the  General  AaMmbly,  and  all  the  covenants, 
and  acknowledging  of  nna.  and  engagement  la 
duties,  and  that  which  they  call  preaching- 
books,  and  all  their  works,  way,  f«n*u,  and 
manner  of  worship,  doctrine,  discipline,  and 
government,  and  the  studying  on  their  books 
the  thing  they  call  their  preaching ;  for,  Instesd 
of  going  to  God  for  his  mind  to  the  people,  they 

?o  to  their  books,  and  so  make  their  booka  their 
rod  and  their  leader,  and  so  all  following  that 
way,  go  to  hell  together :  the  cause  of  this  ii, 
we  find  none  of  their  works  but  they  are  like 
themselves,  carnal  and  corrupt,  according  to  tbst 
scripture,  **  hate  the  garment  spotted  with  the 
flash. "  We  renounce  the  limiting  of  the  Lord's 
mind  by  glasses,  and  their  ordination  of  mea 
only  learned,  and  their  saying,  that  learoing  it 
the  essential  of  a  minister,  without  grace. 
Likewise,  we  renounce  their  manner  of  renew- 
ing covenants,  pressing  men's  consciences  to 
take  a  covenant,  and  by  so  doing,  have  filled  the 
kirk  and  state  with  tyrants  and  incarnate  de- 
vils, as  we  find  this  day :  they  knew  the  men 
to  have  no  marks  of  grace,  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  be  profane,  as  them  they  call  king  and 
rulera,  captains  and  commanders  in  state  and 
armies,  and  all  kirk-officers,  whom  we  call  ty- 
rants and  Judases ;  for,  by  so  doing,  they  have 
corrupted  both  kirk  and  state ;  as  this  day,  kirk- 
men  aind  statesmen,  whom  wc  call  Judases  ami 
tyrants,  are  studying,  in  opposition  to  holinris 
and  the  work  of  reformation,  who  entered  in  by 
the  same  co  venan  ts,  are  now  pursuing  our  lives  for 
n  Christian  walk.  And  likewine,  we  renounce 
the  covenant  taken  at  Queensferry,  commonly 
called  Cai^iU's  covenant,  and  likewise  Hamil^ 
ton  declaration,  3'ea,  and  Sanquhar  declaration. 
Ix^onuse  they  may  and  have  owned  these,  and  srr 
OTTUW^  Iheae  who  are  enemies  to  holiness,  and 


CHAP,  v.] 


oongate.f    These  delnded  wretches  found 
more  favour  in  the  ejea  of  the  govem- 
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ment,  than  many  worthy  |>erson8 


were  enemies  to  ut,  and  tome  of  them  said,  we 
should  suffer  kirk  censure,  for  giving  over  the 
old  apostate  ministers  to  the  devil ;  and  some  of 
them  counted  us  their  enemies  for  the  truth's 
sake,  and  sent  us  v»ord  they  would  protest 
against  us,  and  so  we  justify  our  Lord  in  break- 
ing them  at  Airs-moss;  we  justify  tlie  Lord 
likewise,  in  taking  awav  tliat  they  csll  field- 
preachings  or  roockings,  because  they  were  no- 
thing but  rebellion  ogainst  the  high  Lord,  as  we 
find  now  when  our  Lord  is  come  to  the  cross, 
there  is  neither  minister  nor  people  to  bide  by 
bim,  of  the  many  thousands  have  llncked  to  the 
thing  they  call  preachings  or  mockings;  and 
therefore  now  all  are  found  void  of  saving 
grace ;  and  so  we  see  that  word  is  accomplished, 
**  Straight  and  narrow  is  the  way  that  leadeth 
unto  lite,  and  few  there  be  tliat  find  it:'*  and 
that  other  word,  **  Many  shall  strive  and  ahall 
m)t  be  able.*'  We  finding  all  former  actions  to 
be  such  as  devils  have  and  can  creep  in  at,  (as 
dcelarstions  and  covenants)  and  get  toe  name  of 
aaiuts:  therefore,  this  day,  it  seemed  good  to 
tho  Holy  Gluwt  and  to  us,  to  renounce  and 
bum  the  former  covenants  and  declarations, 
because  they  are  not  stndt  enough,  according  to 
•eripture,  and  all  their  works  suchlike;  and 
therefore  we  will  own  none  of  their  works,  till 
it  please  the  Lord  to  give  us  teaching  from  him- 
self. By  this  all  may  know  and  understand, 
W0  overturn,  and  formally  bum  all  the  former 


at  this  time ;  and  it  was  said,  that 
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actions,  formality  and  indifference,  story  books 
and  ballads,  romances  and  pamphlets,  comedy, 
books,  cards  and  dice,  and  all  such  like,  we  dis- 
own all  of  them,  and  bum  them  the  sixth  day 
of  the  week,  being  the  27th  day  of  the  fifth 
month,  1681,  at  the  Canongate  tolbooth  iron- 
houKe. 

We  renounce  ail  the  customs  and  fashions  of 
this  generation,  their  way  and  custom  of  eating 
and  drinking,  sleeping  and  wearing*  and  all  our 
own  former  ways,  as  well  religious  as  moral,  iu 
so  liar  as  they  have  been  squai^  and  casteii  in 
this  generation's  mould,  and  all  our  iniquitous 
courses,  lightness  and  unconcerned ness  with  the 
glory  of  God,  the  only  end  wherefore  we  wero 
sHut  into  the  world,  the  seventh  day  of  the  week, 
being  the  27th  of  the  fifth  month. 

We  renounce  all  that  are  now  In  prison-houses 
or  correction-houses,  men  and  women ;  for  none 
uf  them  are  with  us  in  this  work:  and  when  we 
sent  them  a  copy  of  this  our  renunciation,  thev 
called  us  devils.  The  copy  of  this  we  burned, 
instead  of  the  books  and  wurka  of  this  apostate 
generation,  and  buried  the  ashes  in  our  , 

and  covered  it  with  dust. 


Notwithstanding  of  our  burning  covenants 
and  declarations,  and  renouncing  of  them  and 
their  works,  be  it  known  to  all,  that  we  do 
neither  vindicate  the  cursMi  murderers,  of  their 
bloodshed  on  fields,  and  scaffolds,  and  seas,  aud 
other  horrid  cruelties,  such  as  torturings,  im- 
worfca  of  the  clergy  of  Scotland,  and  throughout  '■  prisonments,  pillaglngs,  bauishments,scourgines, 
aJI  the  whole  world,  that  are  in  opposition  to  |  stigmatiaings,  ^cc  nor  condemn  we  the  worthy 
birfiness.  Dated  the  6th  day  of  the  week,  being  \  nmrtyrs,  and  the  sufferings  of  others,  only  we 
the  87th  of  the  fifth  month,  1681 ,  about  mid-day.  |  give  the  Lord  justice,  and  vindicate  his  tarrying ; 
We  renounceand  decline  all  authority  through'    for  now  the  fumaoe  has  brought  forth  a  more 


ent  the  world,  and  all  that  are  iu  authority,  and 
■II  their  acts  and  edicts,  from  the  tyrant  Charles 
Sioart,  to  the  lowest  tyrant,  and  bum  them  the 
aame  ^y,  being  the  sixth  day  of  the  week,  the 
27th  day  of  the  fifth  month,  1681,  at  Canongate 
telbootli  iron-house. 

We  renounce  the  names  of  months,  as  Janu- 


pure  cause,  which  we  term,  Holiness  to  be  built 
upon  the  word  of  God. 

That  all  may  know  and  see  our  Innocency, 

and  know  our  end  is  and  was  the  glory  of  God, 

i  in  all  we  did,  though  we  came  far  short ;  and* 

In  the  months  past,  we  could  get  none  to  show 

us  kindness  for  meat  or  lodging,  though  we 


ir,  Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesdav*  Wednes- 

4air«  'iliursday,  Friday,  Saturday,  Martinmas, 
bvly-days,  for  there  is  none  holy  but  the  Sabbath 
day,    Lammas  day,    Whitsunday,   Candlemas, 


■ry,  February,  March,  April,  May,  June,  July,  |  could  pay  for  it  ourselves.     That  word  in  Mal- 
Augttst,  September,  October,  November,  De-  j  achi,  **  le  are  cursed  with  a  curse,  for  ye  have 

robbed  me,  even  the  whole  nation.*'  And  like- 
wise in  Deuteronomy,  "  We  seeing  the  land  all 
thus  cursed,  and  all  justifying  themselves  in 
that  iniquity,  were  afraid  to  eat,  or  drink,  or 
fieltan,  cross  stones  and  images,  fairs  namp<l  by  j  sle^p  under  a  roof  with  them."  Though  there 
aainlM,  jand  all  the  remnants  of  popery.  Yule  i  were  many  that  would  have  sheltered  us,  yet 
or  Christmas,  old  wives'  fables  and  by-words,  |  we  could  not  cat,  drink,  converse,  or  pray  with 
•M  Palm-snnday,  Carlin-sunday,  the  29ih  of  <  them,  lest  we  had  vAtme  under  the  cunie ;  mi 
May,  being  dedicated  by  this  generation  to  pro-  |  many  times  our  beds  have  been  in  the  open 
laiiity,  Pasch-Kunday,  Hallow-even,  Hogmynae  :  fields,  and  we  have  come  to  bouses,  and  they 
night,  Valentine's  even,  no  marrying  in  the  '  would  not  sell  us  meal  to  make  potti^e  of,  aud 
aaoiith  they  call  May,  the  innumerable  reliques  we  have  found  meal  and  water  a  rare  dish,  be- 
of  popery,  atheism  aud  sorcery,  and  New-year's  cause  the  curse  was  off  it,  and  it  was  blessed  to 
day,  and  Hansel-monday,  dirgies  and  lyke-  \  us,  according  to  that  scripture,  '*  The  blessing 
wakes,  Valentine's  fair,  chapels  and  chaplains ;  of  the  Lord  maketh  rich.*'  We  are  not  mur- 
Jlkewise  Sabbath  days,  feastings,  biyth-meats,  muring  in  this,  but  when  the  weather  has  been 
banquetings,  revelling,  piping,  sportings,  danc-  !  worst,  winds  and  rain,  cold  frost  and  snow,  aud 
lugs,  laughings,  singing  profane  and  lustful  !  when  we  had  fasted  most,  we  were  best  satis- 
aengs  and  ballads,  tabUs  lawings,  monk  lands,  '  fied,  according  to  that  scripture,  *<  All  shall 
friar  lands,  black-friar  lands,  kirks  and  kirk-  j  work  together  for  their  good  that  truly  seek  the 
yarda,  and  market-crosses,  font-stones,  images,  iLord."  When  we  had  outward  straits,  then 
roisters  of  lands  and  houses,  register  bonds,  \„^  bad  most  inward  peace,  we  had  joy  in  the 
discharges,  and  all  their  law  works,  inhibitions,  n^\y  Ghost;  and  the  thing  the  world  calls  the 
facNmings,  letters  of  adjudications,  ships'  passes,  wor»t  of  our  lot,  as  reproaches,  Iuv^vvw^uxdawVa^ 
profanitv,  and  all  onchaste  thoughu,  words  and  inakednew,  hunger,  and  coV4,  %lc*  '««\As^TV2a«.x 


352 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THK  SUFFEKINGS 


[DOOK  III. 


16B].  . 


tlie  <lukc*8  Jesuits  wantod  not  some 
influence  upon  them,  and  hy  their 


br  niifferiiif;  for  our  I.iOrd*s  snko,  than  bp  kings 
of  the  whule  earth;  for  our  J07  no  man  can 
take  from  ut,  and  our  prison  is  so  pleamnt 
tlimugb  our  Lord,  that  ire  care  for  no  oompany^, 
for  we  know  no  company  but  all  are  cursed,  and 
we  know  not  what  it  Is  to  weary ;  but,  accord- 
ing  to  that  scripture,  **  Eat  and  drink,  my  be- 
loved, yea,  eat  and  drink  abundantly,*'  we  are 
ratlier  in  paradise. 

These  tnings  were  cleared  to  us  when  fanilnjjr 
and  pravinff,  and  we  were  pressed  to  do  tbii  by 
the  Holy  Ghost.  We  had  many  fasts  about 
this  thing,  and  this  week  we  took  some  milk  and 
bread,  in  the  third  day  of  the  week,  in  the  moni- 
Ing,  being  the  Sith  day  of  the  fifth  month,  IG8I, 
and  tasted  neither  meat  nor  drink,  nor  any 
other  kind  of  living,  till  the  sixth  day  of  the 
week,  at  four  afterriooii,  (and  then  we  took  a 
little  milk  and  bread,)  fur  to  find  out  the  causes 
of  his  wrath,  we  haTe  wandered,  mourned, 
wept  many  a  nfght  and  day,  in  houses  and 
fields,  for  we  have,  and  have  hud  no  other  end 
but  his  glory,  that  the  elect,  such  as  should  be 
saved,  might  be  brought  in ;  and  it  is  only  eun- 
science  that  keeps  us  from  giving  men  reverenre 
in  word  and  behaviour,  though  some  call  us 
dumb  devils,  and  unlearned  brutes ;  and  one  of 
us,  when  coming  before  them  they  call  the 
rulers,  was  called  a  blockhead.  Notwlthiitand- 
Itig  of  all  that  came  on  us,  we  know,  and  are 
taught  by  the  Holy  Scriptures,  to  give  honour 
unto  whom  honour  is  due,  and  to  salute  one  an- 
other ;  but  it  has  been  our  work  of  a  time,  to 
renounce  the  filthy  vile  embracings,  salntations, 
and  compliments  of  thin  generation,  which  they 
call  court- breeding;  our  carriage,  professing  to 
foiliiw  the  I^rd  Je»ui»,  should  l>e  staid  and  dr- 
cuuispcct,  according  to  that  scripture,  "  Let  us 
walk  circumitpcctly,  not  as  fuols,  but  as  wise 
men,"  as  it  is  written  in  Matthew,  '*  Let  your 
light  so  shine  before  men,  that  titey  may  bpp 
your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father 
ivhich  is  in  hen  von." 

Cursed  are  they  that  say  pence  to  a  land,  who 
are  in  the  place  of  watchmen,  when  the  Lord 
Siivs  no  peace  ;  which  practice  wo  }>i]ly  unlearned 
creatures  renounce,  for  we  blc^s  him,  he  has 
kept  us  from  rwting  till  the  ark  rest.     And  as 
for  these  they  chll  watchmen,  that  cry  peace,  or 
keep  iiilcnoe,  we  shall  refer  tliem  to  the  prophet 
Kzckifl,  which  ye  mny  read  at  leisure,  which 
we  think  shall  be  Scotland**  doom  ;  for  we  have 
heard  tell  of  fevr  of  them  they  call  ministers, 
but  they  have  all  said  peace,  when  brought  be- 
fore the  enemies  to  witness  their  practice,  being 
most  unconscionable,  on  hill-sides  and   niuir- 
sides,  before  several  thousands,  they  called  them 
tyrants,  and  intolerable  oppressors,  and  their 
government  tyranny  and  oppression,  and  that 
the  crown  oi*  supremacy  that  Charles  Stuart 
had  usurped  over  the  kirk,  would  weigh  him 
d(»wn  fn»m  the  throne,  and  all  that  race  with 
him  ;  and  when  they  are  brought  before  them, 
and  into  priNoU",  nothing  but  in  with  the  other 
bupplicHtioii,  to  the  honourable  lords  of  his  ma- 
jesity's  secret  council,  beck  and  binge,  and  please 
your  lordshipft*  grac^,  &c.  and  now  they  are  all 
nt  peBce  with   IiIh  rnemies,  save  one  whom  we 
dixtnyn;  and  Bit  rre  luut;  the  enemies  ^hHll  curtte 
thrill,  when  thv  Lord  u wakens  their  coii»«:\cnc«3«,  \ 


interest,  as  some    think,   they   Wi-re   dis- 
mibscd  in  the  beginning  of  August.     The 


(though  we  ronfesswe  have  had  some  kppcial  irit. 
neesea  of  ministers)  and  we  think,  ere  long,  the 
maiigiiaiiiB  shall  parsne  theie  ministers  to  death 
for  unfaithfnliMsa ;  for  the  vilest  cnuauires  in 
the  land,  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  noble  and 
Ignoble,  must  give  acooonc  for  works  done  in 
the  flesh ;  then  the  dogs,  sorcerers,  whoremong- 
ers, and  murderers,  and  idolalers,  false  twmr 
era,  cursers,  sabbath-breakers,  idle  loose  livMi, 
and  all  tliat  are  unchaste  in  thoughts,  wordi, 
and  behavionr,  and  all  that  make  no  conscience 
of  tiieir  way,  and  whosoever  luretb  and  w^^t*- 
a  lie,  shall  tremble  that  day  when  they  shall 
enter  into  eternity ;  when  It  shall  be  said,  as  It 
was  to  Dives,  **  thou  in  thy  lifetime  hadst  thr 
good  things,  and  LaaEarns  bis  bad  things;  fJr 
except  a  man  be  bom  again,  be  c^ii  in  no  wa}-« 
enti*r  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.** 

We  take  up  the  InwIc  of  the  holy  ecripture,  at 
the  L«ird'ii  oommand:  and  for  a  testimony  of 
our  dissatisfaction  at  the  abounding  eorruptjons 
both  of  tmn^launa  and  the  preaa,  and  likewise 
for  a  testimony  of  our  dealres  and  iutentlona  fsr 
a  new  tranalation  and  Impresaioo,  free  of  the 
foresaid  and  other  abuses,  we,  to  our  power, 
reform  our  own  books,  and  say,  that  the  woni 
of  God  iteeds  no  human  art.     We  hold,  that  the 
word  of  God  is  laid  the  foundation  uf  thia  new 
building,  and  ahortly  it  shall  become  the  head 
corner-stone  of  the  building,  over  both  kirk  and 
state,  kirkraen,  and  statesmen:   ao  that  scrip 
lure,  towanls  the  end  of  the  Revelation  of  John, 
Hhsll  be  fulfilled  :  **  And  1  naw  heaven  opened, 
and  behold,  a  white  horse  ;  and  he  that  swt  upoa 
him  was  called,  faithful  and  true ;  and  in  right- 
eousness he  doth  jurlge  and  make  war.   His  eycf 
were  as  a  fiame  uf  fire,  and  on  bis  head  were 
many  crowns ;  and  he  had  a  new  name  written 
that  no  man  knew  but  he  hinitpelf.    And  he  ww 
clothed  with  a  vesture  dippird  In  blood  :  and  bu 
name  is  called,  'i'be  Word  of  God.*' 

And  first,  to  show  thnt  we  take  the  word  i>! 
God,  in  ever}'  point,  tu  be  our  rule,  the  sum 
and  end  of  our  bO  much  reproached  and  mocke«l 
at  exercise,  (fasting  and  prayer)  will  be  fouiii 
in  the  book  of  i'salmv,  **be  thou  exalted,  (' 
God,  above  the  heavens ;  and  let  thy  glory  br 
above  all  the  earth."  It  is  written  in  the  AcUof 
the  ApostlcH,  '*  it  seemed  good  to  the  Hjoly  Gh»t 
and  to  us;"  but,  they  usurping  supremacy  ssy. 
by  the  authority  of  the  general  assembly,'  allttn 
these  I'Milms  to  be  sung  in  congregations,  k'*- 
which  we  renounce.  And  more,  we  think  rbr 
Psalm  book  in  metre,  and  no  other  thing,  oogbi 
to  be  within  the  broads  of  the  Bible,  but  liie 
simple  scriptures  uf  truth  ;  the  Psarma  may  be 
had  in  a  book  by  themselves. 

We  are  wt  reproached  and  calumniated,  that 
we  are  forced  to  make  our  defence,  aini  show 
that  we  have  moumeil,  fasted,  and  praynl. 
many  a  day  and  many  a  night,  this  last  winter, 
many  times  in  the  open  fields,  in  frost  ao«i 
snow,  while  our  clothes  were  frozen  uptin  u*, 
and  our  feet  frozen  in  our  shoes,  as  the  town  uf 
cursed  Borrowstonness  can  witness ;  and  all  thia 
to  find  out  the  causes  of  onr  L«ird*s  tun yin^. 
when  those  who  are  now  calling  us  devilji,  wei« 
turning  themselves  ufwrn  their  ivory  beds,  like 
a  door  upon  the  hinges,  eating  the  fat  aod 
Atv\VV\i\vl  ^Vv«  aweet,  nl  their  own  ease:   and 
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act  of  ooandl  about  them  is  but  short.    bighDCM  and  lords  of  privy  fx>iiii-  .^w., 
'  Edinbm^,  August  2d,  1681.     His  royal    oil,  having  oonsidered  the  condition 


wb«n  we  were  driven  thence  by  penec otion,  we 
took  ounelTes  to  the  fields,  holding  •till  by  oar 
duty,  where  many  women  did  ofler  tbemaelree 
to  the  work,  with  whom  our  ipirits  were  many 
a  time  burdened,  whom  we  could  not  put  away 
(as  our  bleeted  Lord  dedt  with  Judas,  whom 
be  knew  would  betray  him)  without  manifest 
causes :  we  stayed  not  with  them  but  on  solemn 
days,  such  as  sabbaths,  and  appointed  times  for 
public  meeting ;  but  when  tney  took  their  rest 
betwixt  bands,  we  continued  still  In  fields, 
nights  and  days,  fasting  and  praying,  for  two  or 
three  days  together,  several  times ;  and  it  was 
always  their  fear  we  should  propose  some  ques- 
tion, to  try  them  for  separation,  and  that  night 
before  we  were  taken,  we  warned  them  that  the 
aoldicrs  would  come,  and  told  them  to  use  Uieir 
freedom :  we  saw  them  also  a  mile  off,  an  hour 
before  thty  came,  and  none  of  them  would  go 
•way;  and  af^  we  were  brought  in  hither, 
after  some  several  days  fasting  and  prayer,  we 
being  warned  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  followed 
Kstner's  advice,  and  continued  from  8  o'clock  in 
the  moruing,  the  84th  day  of  the  6tb  month, 
till  the  27th  at  4  afternoon,  fasting  and  praying: 
vra  aent  them  word  likewise  to  fast  and  prayt 
and  when  we  sent  them  the  answer  of  our 
prayers  in  writ,  they  called  us  devils;  thence 
vra  fasted  till  the  88th  day  at  nlsht,  and  thence 
till  the  SOth  at  night,  waiting  still  to  see  if  they 
vrould  recover,  but  they  waxed  still  worse,  and 
vra  were  forced  to  write  this  to  vindicate  our 
carriage  towards  them  : — 

WALTca  Ksaa,  David  Jaxisok, 

John  Gib,  John  You  no. 

This  Is  exactly  compared  and  collatloned  with 
tba  principal  copy,  by  me 

Will.  pAvcasox  CI.  Seer.  Concilil. 

■  f  J/r  CargUTs  letter  to  the  pritonen  in  the  Can' 
ongale  tolbooth. 

Dear  friends, 
I  tkhik  ye  cannot  but  know  that  I  am  both 
eancerned  and  aflllcted  with  your  condition,  and 
I  would  hare  written  sooner,  and  more,  if  1  had 
not  feared  that  you  might  have  been  jealous 
(under  your  distempers)  that  I  had  been  seduc- 
ing you  to  follow  mr,  and  not  God  and  truth. 
It  has  been  my  earnest  and  frequent  prayer 
to  God  (as  be  himself  knows)  to  be  led 
in  all  truths,  and  I  judge  1  have  been  In  this 
gradously  answered ;  but  I  desire  none,  if  they 
tbcnseives  Judge  it  not  to  be  truth,  to  adhere  to 
•ny  thing  that  I  have  either  preached,  written, 
air  done  to  any  hazard,  much  more  to  the  loss  of 
life.  But  1  have  been  afflicted  with  your  oondU 
tloo,  and  could  not  but  be  more  if  God's  great 
graeiousness,  In  this  begun  discovery,  and  your 
nncerity  and  singleness  gave  me  not  hope  that 
God's  purpose  Is  to  turn  this  to  the  great  mercy 
af  his  poor  church,  and  yours.  If  ye  mar  it  not, 
and  yet  the  great  sin  and  pillar  of  Satan,  that  is 
In  this  snare,  makes  me  tremble.  It  was  God's 
mercy  to  you,  that  gave  you  such  convictions, 
that  made  you,  at  least  some  of  you,  once  to  part 
with  these  men  ;  and  it  was  undoubtedly  your 
rin  that  you  continued  irat  so,  but,  after  convic« 
tlons,  did  east  yourselves  in  new  temptations, 
for  onnvicUons  ought  to  be  tenderly  guided,  lest 
111. 


the  Spirit  be  grieved  from  whom  they  came. 
But  this  second  discovery,  though  It  be  with  a 
sharper  rebuke,  as  it  makes  God  s  mercy  won- 
derful, so  it  shall  render  your  perseverance  in 
that  course,  sinful,  and  utterly  inexcusable,  for 
God  has  broken  the  snare,  and  it  will  be  your 
great  sin  if  you  go  not  out  with  great  haste,  joy, 
and  thankfulness,  when  God's  wonderful  dis- 
covery has  made  such  a  way  for  your  delivery : 
for  God  havlM  now  shown  you  the  ringleadeni 
and  authors  of^ these  opinions  to  be  persona  of 
SQch  abomlnatlona,  calls  you,  not  only  to  deny 
credit  to  them,  but  also  to  make  a  serious  search 
of  their  tenets,  which  will,  I  know,  by  his 
grace,  bring  you  undoubtedly  to  see  that  these 
things  are  contrary,  both  to  God's  glory,  and 
truth  that  they  so  much  pretend  to. 

And  now,  omx  friends,  as  I  cannot  be  tender 
enough  of  you,  who,  in  your  seal  and  singleness 
have  been  misled;  for  though  this  did  bewray  a 
great  simplicity  and  un watchfulness,  yet  It  did 
also  betoken  some  seal  and  tenderness,  that 
being  beguiled,  it  was  in  things  that  were  vailed 
and  busked  with  some  pretences  to  God's  glory, 
and  public  reformation.  And,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  cannot  have  great  enough  abhorrence  of 
the  persons,  who,  knowing  themselves  to  be  of 
such  abominations,  did  give  out  themselves  to 
be  of  such  fiuniliarity  with  God,  and  of  so  dear 
illumination  to  noake  their  delusions  more  pass, 
ing  with  devout  souls.  Let  nothing  make  you 
think  this  is  malignity,  or  natural  enmity 
against  the  power  of  godliness,  or  progress  in 
reformation,  that  is  venting  itself  In  me:  for 
though  I  cannot  win  forward,  as  I  ought,  yet  1 
have  r^Joioed  to  eee  others  go  forward.  And  1 
am  sure  there  lies.  In  this  bed,  within  vou,  a 
viper  and  a  child :  Satan  transforming  himself 
Into  an  angel  of  light,  hath  put  these  two  toge- 
ther, to  make  it  paMing  with  some,  and  to  be  spar- 
ed <>f  others  who  are  of  tenderness ;  but  my 
soul's  desire  is  to  kill  the  serpent,  and  keep  tho 
child  alive ;  and  God  is  calling  you  loudly  to 
sever  the^ood  from  the  bad,  that  the  wit  ot  Sa- 
tan's subtilty  has  mixed  together,  and  deliver 
Yourselves  speedily  as  a  roe  from  the  hand  of  the 
hunter ;  anil  not  only  return,  but  bitterly  mourn 
for  your  high  provoking  of  God,  in  offering  such 
foul  sacrifices  to  his  glory,  and  sewing  your  old 
clouts  upon  that  new  garment ;  in  your  making 
the  enemy  more  to  despise  that  cause  and  com- 
pany, who  are  enough  despised  already,  and  dis- 
couraging those  who  w.ere  following,  and  going 
forward  with  vou  in  that  which  was  right,  so 
that  now,  neither  have  they  the  heart  or  the 
hand  for  the  work,  nor  can  thev  look  out  till 
God  recover  them  again,  lliere  is  much  In  the 
whole  of  those  that  may,  and  do  weigh  and 
overwhelm  some  spirits,  but  there  is  nothing  in 
all  their  cogitations  about  It,  that  they  found 
comfortable,  unless  it  be,  that  he  Is  cleared  in 
afflicting  us,  and  continuing  to  afflict,  because 
there  were  audi  persons  among  us.  1  speak  this 
but  of  some  of  you,  and  beloved  by  us,  though 
ignorantly ;  and  we  wish  that  this  be  the  last 
aud  great  stop,  that  was  to  be  removed  before  his 
coming  to  revenge  himself,  and  reign.  I  would 
not  eay,  but,  by  this  ako,  be  showed  his  tender- 
ness  of  preserving  integrity  of  doctrine  and 
sound  reformation,  and  v^  vkv^ma  im^  \a  vkALvc 


854 


TI1£  HISTORY  OF  TH£  BUFFERINGS 


[BOOK  111. 


1681. 


of  these  prisonera,  called  the  sweet 
BiDgers,  David  Jamison,  John  Gibb, 


errors  and  Iiereslet  to  prosper.  This  I  told  yoo 
when  1  met  with  yoa,  that  there  were  tome 
thtnga  j«  were  owning,  whifih  were  bichi j  ap- 
proved of  God,  such  MS,  an  inward  heart  Tore  and 
seal  to  God's  glory,  which  I  perceived  to  be  in 
•ome  of  you*  so  iar  as  can  be  perceired,  and  set- 
ting up  of  tliat  before  }'ou  as  your  end,  in  parsu- 
ing  it  always  as  yoar  work,  and  a  forgetting  of 
nil  other  things  in  regard  of  It  excepting  onW 
these  things  without  which  we  cannot  glorify 
him  (as  a  workman  that  intends  his  work,  mutt 
mind  his  tools)  even  our  own  salvation,  and  the 
salvatkm  of  all  others,  as  If  there  were  not  things 
wherein  he  b  greatly  glorified,  for  his  glory  is  In 
righteouiness  and  mercy,  and  in  and  by  these  is 
the  salvation  of  man  infaJlibiy  advanced,  and  to 
these  it  is  inseparably  eonneeted. 

Next  1  wonJd  advise  you  to  set  apart  more, 
yea,  much  more  of  voor  time,  for  humiliation, 
iaating,  and  prater  in  suuh  an  ezlgenoe,  when 
the  judgmenia  ot  God  appear  to  be  so  near,  and 
so  great,  ao  that  it  be  done  without  sin,  for  God 
cannot  be  gloriied  by  sin  ;  <  ibr  if  my  lie  hath 
mors  abounded  to  his  glory,  why  am  I  Judged 
as  a  sinner?'  1  was  against  such  as  deny  na- 
ture, and  others,  their  right  dues ;  for  he  that 
allows  dnaa  to  others,  allows  them  to  be  paid 
also.  And  wo  must  be  like  prisoners  who  are  of 
great  debt,  and  honest  hearts,  who  know  they 
cannot  pay  every  one  their  full  sums,  vet  are  re- 
solved to  give  everyone  some,  and  to  the  greatest 
most,  and  to  the  rest  accordingly ;  and  as  thsre 
eannot  be  a  total  abstinence  flram  meat  without 
wdf-murdcr,  eo  there  cannot  be  a  total  denyinr 
others  their  dues,  such  as  the  banevolsnoe  of 
huslNUid  to  wife,  and  a  total  abstaining  from 
work,  without  a  transgression  of  Gods  com- 
mandments and  lavrs,  which  can  never  be  a  glo- 
rifying of  him*  which  tlie  more  impartially  they 
are  kept,  the  more  he  la  glorified.  Next,  ways 
are  allowed  of  him  that  ve  may  nmke  yoursAves 
free,  so  much  as  in  you  lies,  of  all  the  public  de- 
fections. Whatever  may  involve  yon  in  these, 
or  contribute  to  their  upholding,  without  either 
an  overpowering  force,  oran  indispensable  neces- 
sity ;  tor  1  may  buy  meat  and  drink  in  neces- 
sity, whatever  use  the  seller  make  of  that  money 
1  give  for  my  meat  and  drink.  Next,  he  allows 
these  particulars  of  reformation,  such  as  change 
of  the  names  of  days,  or  weeks,  of  terms  of  the  year, 
and  such  like  warranted  by  the  word,  and  exam- 
ple of  the  Christians  in  arripture,  that  have  been 
neglected  before  in  our  reformation;  so  that  there 
be  not  too  much  religion  placed  in  these  things, 
and  other  things  more  weighty  (whieh  undoubt- 
edly have  more  moral  righteousness  in  them) 
mads  little  in  regard  of  them,  but,  in  these 
good  things,  Satan  will  quickly  (if  it  be  not 
already)  overdrive  you  in  your  progress,  and 
leave  you  only  to  hug  a  spurious  birth.  But 
there  are  other  things  ye  maintained,  when  1 
spoke  with  you  (aitd  the  viper  has  more  since 
appeared)  as  truths  and  parts  of  God's  glory, 
that  are  utterly  contrary  to,  and  inconsistent 
with  the  glory  of  God,  as  first,  laying  aside  of 
public  pnaching,  some  of  them  saying  no  less 
nor  they  had  no  missing  of  it,  so  that  ye 
thought  yo  bad  reigned  as  kings  without  us, 
and  would  to  God  ye  had  reigned.  Your  flour- 
Ubing  Bbould  hare  ddigbtcd,  though  we  had 


Walter  Kerr,  John  Yming,  and  aome  wo- 
men, gire  order  to  the  magistntet  to  libf  r- 

not  been  the  instrumenu  and  means  thereof. 
But,  alas!  this  your  liberty,  that  yoo  so  much 
bnigged  of,  would  have  lasted  but  a  lUtle  while, 
and  was  among  your  other  beguiles,  and  wu 
nothing  else  but  Satan  stirrine  you  aboat  to 
giddiness,  and  raising  of  fantastic  fomss  to  the 
tickling  of  the  Imagination,  hut  leaving  yoo  al- 
together without  renovation  of  heart,  or  pregmi 
in  sanctlAeatlon ;  so  that  I  cannot  compare  this 
your  liberty  to  any  thing  else,  but  to  au  enchant- 
ed fabric,  where  the  poor  guests,  only  placed  is 
imagination,  imagine  themselves  to  be  in  a  plrs- 
sant  plaos^  and  at  roval  entertainment:  bat 
when  God  comeo,  and  delusion  evanisheth,  they 
will  find  tbemaelves  cast  In  some  remote  wil- 
derness, and  they  left  full  of  astoLishment  and 
f^rs. 

I  told  you  while  I  was  with  yoo,  that  the 
devil  was  sowing  tares  amonpt  you-*  thin  wheat ; 
but  I  was  not  long  fh»m  you,  rxerciscd  hi 
thoughts  about  you,  but  I  saw  dearly  there  was 
sorcery  In  the  business,  and  now,  I  tell  yon,  1 
fear  sorcerers  also.  I  know  1  have  spoken  this 
against  my  own  lifb,  if  they  get  the  power  they 
desire,  but  1  am  In  a  defiance  of  tfaem,  and,  I 
know  also.  In  a  defimes  by  him  wIm»  hath  ft^ 
ssrved,  and,  1  know,  will  prssei  in  ms  till  my 
work  bo  finished :  but  If  your  liberty  that  ysa 
talked  of,  had  been  true,  it  would,  at  least,  have 
stayed  till  it  had  brought  you  to  other  thooghti^ 
other  works,  and  other  oomfbrts ;  and  It  might 
havebssn  essily  disesmed,  not  a  true  liberiir, 
but  a  tampution  that  led  you  iram  pubnc 
preaching,  the  great  ordinance  sf  Gud*s  gisry, 
and  men's  good.  As  the  apostls  baa  that  word, 
forbidding  us  to  preach  to  the  Gentiles;  hot 
especially  to  leave  public  ordinances  at  this  tiBC. 
when  they  are  the  only  standards  standing 
which  dfiows  Satan's  inctory  against  Christ  t 
kingdom  In  Scotland,  not  to  be  oompleCa. 

Yet,  dear  friends,  when  ]rou  hear  this,  let  nsl 
Satan  cast  you  as  far  to  the  other  side,  for  it  it 
rare  to  see  the  most  devout  souls  altogetbar  ool 
from  under  his  delusions  and  temptatiooa,  as  It 
make  you  beJIeve,  that  it  is  impossible  to  attais 
to  any  thing  of  certitude,  of  truth,  liberty,  mani- 
festations and  communion  with  God,  if  that, 
which  seemed  to  be  so  firm,  be  delusions;  bst 
shall  Satan  have  such  power  to  make  men  be* 
lieve  lies,  and  shall  not  God  go  infinitely  beyond 
him  in  making  men  to  see  and  believe  truth? 
There  were  many  that  thought  themselvss  st 
the  height  of  assurance,  when  under  the  great- 
est temptations,  as  PsaL  buriii.  '  Verily  f  Inm 
cleansed  my  hands  in  vain.'  And  yet  tbsy  have 
a  greater  certainty,  when  they  come  to  seo  that 
there  b  no  such  unquietneos  of  spirit  under  this, 
as  they  found  in  the  former:  and  seeing  it  isss^ 
rent  not  till  ye  attain  that  assurance  of  vour  osra 
interest,  and  of  his  main  truths,  which  is  hoA 
above  doubt  and  defect,  that  ye  may  be  abk  ts 
say,  '  Now  we  believe  and  are  sore. 

But,  in  the  next  piaoe,  ye  will  join  with  none 
in  public  worship,  but  these  who  have  iufidliUt 
signs  of  regeneration :  this  seems  fair,  but  it  it 
both  false  and  foul;  false,  because  of  its  fidss 
foundation,  viz.  that  the  certainty  of  ona'a  inter- 
est in  Christ,  may  be  known  by  another;  where- 
as the  Scripture  says,  that  none  knows  it  but  he 
that  has  it ;  foul  also,  for  this  disdain  hath  pride 
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ate  them,  prorided  they  give  under  their 
hand,  that  they  ahjure  the  ditdoyal  princi- 
ples once  owned  by  them ;  appointing  such 
M  are  ahle  to  find  caation,  to  appear  when 
^led,  and  tnch  as  are  not,  to  enact  for 
themielyea.'  It  ii  indeed  matter  of  wonder 
to  me,  that  at  such  a  jnnctiire  more  dela- 
lioiuiand  monstrous  errors  did  not  break 
oat  When,  alter  Mr  CaixiU's  death,  his 
followers  formed  themselves  into  societies, 
their  records  bear,  that  they  have  been  at 
nrach  pains  to  keep  themselves  from  these 


In  it,  and  pride  ia  ftlwMya  foul ;  and  thoo^h  there 
ke  a  difference  amongBt  men,  and  that  we  ehould 
have  rcfard  of  repentance  and  brokenneee  of 
heart;  ftit  theae  who  have  well  aouf^ht,  and  eeen 
tbeir  own  illthlneee,  will  Judge  themielree  the 
penove,  of  any  tliat  should  be  thruet  out  of  the 
am  aihliee  of  God't  people,  and  that  not  only  In 
regard  of  what  thi^y  have  been,  but  aleo  in  ro- 

Erd  of  what  they  daily  are.     Next,  ye  would 
ve  all  to  be  prayed  ie  eternal  wrath,  who  have 
departed  and  made  defeotion  in  this  tine;  alaa! 
VMi  need  not  blow  them  away,  the  pttLt  part  ia 
flolBg  fcel  enough  that  way,  but  this.  I  amaare, 
la  sot  to  give  God  his  glory,  but  to  take  fnm 
htaa,  and  limit  him  in  hie  freedom  and  ehoioe  in 
tfao  greatness  of  his  pardon.    It  is  remarkable, 
that  the  angels  In  their  glory  to  Ood,  Joined  also 
wUh  It,  good-will  to  men.     Next,  you  have  re- 
jacied  the  Psalms,  with  many  other  things,  by  a 
paper  eomc  from  some  of  you,  and  I  cannot  see 
vpon  what  aeooont,  unleee  it  bo  beoause  it  is 
van's  work,  in  turning  the  Pnlms  out  of  prose 
into  metre:  then  ye  must  nject  all  the  other 
Scriptures,  because  the  translation  of  them  is  of 
nanSi  work;  ys  have  not  yet  learned  the  ori- 
ginal famguagee,  ye  mast  betake  yonreelTes  alio- 
£  ether  to  the  Spirit,  and  what  a  spirit  will  that 
e  thai  ia  not  to  be  tried  by  the  eeriptares !   I 
toM  some  of  von,  when  1  last  saw  yoo,  that  ye 
were  too  little  led  by  the  scriptures,  and  too 
mneh  by  y<mr  own  thonghCs  and  euggeations, 
which  indeed  opens  a  wide  door  to  delusion,  and 
alas !  lays  Toandves  open  to  Satan's  temptations. 
Ae  for  the  reet,  of  your  denying  all  your  fm^ 
nor  covenants  and  declarations,  this  cannot  be 
firoB  God,  they  oontaining  nothing  but  lawful 
and  neoesmry  duties;  and  suppose  they  did  not 
contain  and  include  a  complete  reformation,  yet 
thof  did  not  exclude  It:  so  that  still  holding 
them,  we  might  have  passed  on  to  more  perfec- 
tion, and  they  might  be  inviolable  obligationB 
with  nSi     And  next,  your  catting  off  all  that 
were  not  of  your  mind,  and  delivering  them  up 
to  devils,  was  not  joitice  and  religion,  h  being 
done  neither  in  lodgment  nor  rightcousneee,  up- 
«m  conviction  of  thdr  crimes,  but  unbridled  rsgr 
and  fury ;  but  thsse  things  I  cannot  fully  speak 
to  now:  yet  there  is  eomowbat  1  cannot  pass, 
but  must  tell  you,  that  1  fear  there  shall  remain 
aome  of  the  leaven  within,  that  shall  not  only 
spoil  an  orthodox  protestant,  but  also  a  true, 
fender,  and  humble  Christian,  and  give  us  no- 
thing instead  of  it,  but  a  blown  bladder;  for  I 
am  persuaded,  if  SaUn  should  have  the  tutonr 
hut  a  while,  he  should  bring  It  to  this :  fur  ft 


delusive  extravagancies,  and  had  no 
small  difficulties  from  one  Grant, who.  ' 
if  1  mistake  not,  is  yet  alive,  the  foresaid  Rus- 
sel  and  others,  and  through  this  diligence 
their  madness  was  crushed  in  the  bud ;  and 
the  rest  of  presbyterians,  who  now  and 
then  had  sermons,  and  pains  taken  on  them 
by  their  ministers,  and  under  the  want  of 
stated  ordinances,  gave  themselves  to  me- 
ditation, reading,  and  prayer,  were  in  no 
hazard  this  way,  and  many  of  them  were 
solid,  knowing,  exercised   Christians.      1 


has  been  his  way  with  aomo,  first  to  make  them 
saint-like^  and  afterwards  to  settle  them  at  athe- 
ism, like  a  cunning  fisher,  running  a  fish  upon 
an  angle,  who  at  Isst  easts  it  on  dry  ground.  God 
is  my  wituees,  my  soul  Utxta  to  sse  holiness, 
tenderness,  and  seal,  in  such  a  generation, 
where  there  Is  nothing  but  untendemess,  un- 
ooncsmedness,  and  lufcewarmneee ;  and,  by  his 
grace,  1  shall  ever  cherish  it.  I  dedre  you 
then.  In  the  bowds  of  Christ,  to  retain  your 
acal.  hutseo  well  to  thie,  that  h  be  for  his  gssrv. 
Indeed  tiie  more  that  you  are  xealoua,  and  the 
further  ye  go  forward,  eo  that  the  woid  of  God 
direct  your  course,  ye  are  the  nsore  pleasing  to 
God,  and  shall  be  the  dearer  to  us :  and  per- 
suade yourselves,  that  though  1  cannot  efioal  oi* 
go  before  yet  it  ii  the  sincere  desire  of  my  heart 
to  follow  such ;  and  my  ooul  whhee  yoa  well, 
though  it  may  be  1  cannot  here  point  nor  lead 
you  the  way  to  well-being.  Ym  this  I  must 
say,  that  If  I  oouM  lead  you  the  way  that  he 
has  led  me,  i  should  let  you  see  eternal  lifo, 
without  theae  thinge  that  I  am  deelring  you  to 
rellnquieh.  Hold  truth,  gkriflV  God,  be  xcalous 
to  have  him  glorified,  but  thiak  not  to  dealre  the 
condemnation  of  any  man,  simply  on  that  ao- 
Gount,  that  they  dare  not  come  and  continue 
where  yon  are,  or  to  put  a  bar  by  prayer,  be- 
tween them  and  a  return,  is  a  glorifying  of 
God.  We  glorify  him  In  this  kind,  when,  as  h«! 
himself  desires,  we  aooiriesoe  In  hie  sHiteiire 
when  it  is  passed,  though  wo  wrestle  against  It 
before  it  be  known  to  us. 

1  cannot  bid  you  go  forward  In  all,  but  I  de- 
sire vou  u  go  forward  In  that  which  Is  sonr 
and  better ;  and,  dear  friendsy  lot  not  the  world 
have  that  to  say,  that  when  ye  are  become 
right,  ye  are  beoMne  the  less  zealons,  only  take 
the  right  object,  and  let  your  aeal  grow.  O ! 
let  not  your  eufferings  be  etidned  with  such 
wlldnesa,  and  think  it  not  strange  that  ye  have 
nca  such  liberty  in  your  return,  as  yo  seemed  to 
have  before;  if  ye  take  the  right  way  and  hold 
on,  ye  shall  find  It  in  his  nme,  greater,  and 
better,  and  sarer.  1  shall  only  add,  that  there 
roost  be  an  express  disowning  of  your  eirors 
and  evils,  and  an  express  owning  of  his  truths, 
whereof  ye  have  been  permiaded  before  now, 
which  now  are  either  denied  or  doubled,  other- 
wise you  will  come  to  nothing  of  religion,  or 
worse.  'l*hls  will  either  state  your  sufferings 
right,  or  be  a  mean  to  obtain  a  cleanly  liberty 
from  God,  in  his  due  time.  Grace,  mercy,  and 
peace  be  with  you.     Amen. 
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shall  end  this  Umentable  subject,  by 
'  remarking,  that  the  rayeries  of  Gib 
and  his  followers,  when  broke  out,  gave  some 
little  turn  to  the  heights  and  extremities 
of  others  who  had  any  real  good  in  them ; 
they  were  somewhat  like  a  crise,  and,  as  it 
were,  the  separating  the  morbific  matter 
from  the  blood,  whereby  it  became  a  little 
more  cool  and  settled,  though,  I  cannot  but 
say,  too  much  of  the  distemper  remained 
to  the  revolution,  and  even  to  this  day. 

Another  lamentable  effect  of  the  bearing 
down  of  the  gospel,  and  the  neglect  of  in- 
structing of  people  at  this  time,  was  the 
apostacy  of  too  many  from  the  very  pro- 
fession of  religion ;  and  indeed  profiweness 
was  now  at  a  terrible  height  In  the  justi- 
ciary registers  I  find  a  process  against  the 
underwritten  person  for  Judaism,  which 
being  the  only  instance,  as  far  as  I  know, 
of  this  since  the  refonnation,  the  curious 
reader  will  be  content  to  have  a  view  of  it 
I  give  it  as  it  stands  in  the  criminal  books, 
and  it  is  what  may  be  a  caution  to  parents 
to  found  their  children  well  in  our  holy 
religion,  before  they  suffer  them  to  go 
abroad.  **  Edinburgh,  June  15th,  1681. 
Francis  Borthwick,  second  son  to  James 
Borthwick  of  Harelaw,  being  often  called 
to  have  compeared  before  the  justiciary, 
this  day  and  place,  in  the  hour  of  cause, 
to  have  underlien  the  law,  for  the  crime  of 
blasphemy  committed  by  him,  in  so  far  as 
being  born  of  Christian  parents,  and  biq»- 
tized  and  educated  in  the  Christian  fiudi, 
and  continuing  in  the  open  profession 
thereof,  and  communion  of  the  Christian 
and  catholic  church,  until  the  age  of  four- 
teen years,  he  went  abroad  to  foreign 
places,  to  follow  the  trade  of  merchandise, 
where  he  was  seduced  to  make  a  shameful 
apostacy  from  the  most  holy  fiuth,  and  to 
profess  and  openly  declare  himself  to  be  a 
Jew,  and  was  oircnmcised.  And  having 
returned  to  Scotland,  at  Edinbni^  Wrights- 
houses,  Bransfield,  and  HaU-heriot,  he  did 
rail  against  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ,  denying  him  to  be  God,  and  affirm- 
ing him  to  be  mere  man,  and  a  false  pro- 
phet, and  outrageously  reviling  him  by 
such  other  horrid  blasphemies  as  are  not 
£t  to  he  nttered,  renouncing  and  cursing 
the  holy  aacnment  and  rite  of  his  bapUun. 


And  he  did  with  great  and  horrid  execra- 
tions wish  all  manner  of  judgment  to  befidl 
him,  if  ever  he  should  return  to  the  Chris- 
tian religion,  in  manner  at  length  men- 
tioned in  the  criminal  letters,  raised  at  the 
instance  of  his  majesty's  advocate,  sod 
James  Cockbum  in  Duddingston,  informer 
against  him  thereanent  And  being  law- 
fully cited,  and  not  compearing,  the  lords 
adjudged  the  said  Francis  Borthwick  to  be 
outlaw  and  fugitive,  and  all  his  goods  and 
gear  to  be  brought  in  for  his  majesty's  use, 
for  his  contemption  and  disoliediem'e; 
which  was  pronounced  for  doom.** 

June  21st,  the  council  recommend  the 
lord  Bargeny  to  the  secretary,  that  he  may 
have  a  warrant  to  get  up  his  bond  of  con- 
pearance.  July  30th,  the  duke  of  Rothn 
being  dead,  the  council  lodge  the  seals  io 
the  hands  of  the  lord  treasurer,  till  the 
king  give  orden  about  them.  This  great 
man,  as  we  heard,  was  brought  in  by  the 
duke  of  Lauderale,  and  enjoyed  noAny  pub- 
lic offices.  As  through  his  life,  except 
when  pushed  on  by  others,  he  waa  never 
for  severities  against  presbyterian  ministen, 
so  at  his  death  he  had  the  advantage  of 
some  of  them  with  him.  He  appeared 
concerned  upon  views  of  eternity,  and  the 
reverend  Mr  John  Carstairs,  upon  his  de- 
sire, waited  upon  him,  and  prayed  with 
him,  the  duke  of  Hamilton,  and  msay 
others  of  his  noble  relations,  being  present; 
and  few  were  present  without  being  af- 
fected very  sensibly.  When  the  duke  of 
Yofk  hmd  that  presbyterian  ministen 
had  been  with  the  chancellor,  he  is  said  to 
have  had  this  expression,  <*  That  all  Soot- 
land  were  either  presbyterian  through  their 
life,  or  at  their  death,  profess  what  they 
would.**  Lauderdale's  being  out  of  the 
secretary's  post,  and  the  duke  of  Retina 
death,  made  a  considerable  change  wma^ 
the  managen  at  Edinbui^h,  and  the  deke 
of  York*s  party  come  in,  many  of  whoB 
in  a  little  time,  oompUment  him  with  their 
religion,  and  turn  papists.  And  in  October 
this  year,  a  new  commission  comes  down 
for  the  lords  of  session. 

This  year,  the  council  in  May  pass  an 
act  in  favours  of  John  Adair,  mathemati- 
cian, and  allow  him  a  hundred  pounds  ster- 
\  \\n^  oul  <A  1^  %&«&  \haY  «hall  impose,  and 
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recommend  him  to  the  encouragement  of 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  in  his  design,  to 
correct  Blaw's  maps  of  Scotland,  and  form 
new  ones  for  the  shires  wanting,  in  order 
that  there  may  be  a  oomplete  atlas  for  this 
.kingdom.  And  November  17th,  they  send 
np  the  draught  of  a  patent  for  erecting  the 
college  of  physicians,  and  recommend  it 
to  the  king,  after  consideration  of  the 
-  reasons  advanced  against  it  by  the  surgeons, 
apothecaries,  town  of  Edinburgh,  and  uni- 
versities. 

I  come  to  end  this  section  and  year,  by 
acquainting  the  reader,  that  the  society 
people  now  began  to  form  themselvee  into 
a  general  correspondence  among  their  so- 
cieties, in  the  west  and  south,  and  had 
•their  first  meeting,  December  15th,  1681, 
at  the  Logan-house;  in  the  parish  of  Les- 
nsahago,  in  the  shire  of  Lanark ;  and  these 
general  meetings  they  kept  as  much  as 
they  could  quarteriy,  until  the  revolution, 
and  sometimes  oftener,  in  different  places 
where  they  could  most  conveniently  meet 
At  this  first  meeting  they  agreed  upon  their 
testimony  against  the  last  parliament,  die 
duke  of  York,  a  papist,  his  being  commis* 
aioner  to  it,  and  particularly  against  the 
test  enacted  by  it ;  and  in  this  declaration 
they  adhere  to  the  Sanquhar  declaration, 
nentioned  last  year,  and  appointed  this 
tlwir  testimony  to  be  published  at  the  mar- 
ket-cross of  Lanark,  upon  the  12th  of  Jan- 
uary next 

That  declaration,  commonly  termed 
Lanark  Declaration,  hath  been  many  times 
printed,  and  the  reader  will  find  it  in  their 
infbrmatory  vindication,  edit  1707,  p.  156. 
When  Mr  Ren  wick  and  Mr  Shiels  joined 
with  them  afterwards,  and  wrote  the  vin- 
dication of  their  actings,  the  reader  will 
find  their  apology  for  this  testimony  in  the 
above  cited  book,  p.  69,  and  there  they 
•wn  some  expressions  in  it  to  be  very  ex- 
cepttonable,  and  inexpediently  and  nnad- 
Tiaedly  inserted,  and  pass  from  the  same. 
However,  this  tvas  the  first  essay  of  the 
aocieties  united  in  correspondence ;  and  in 
this  and  most  of  their  other  papers,  I  shall 
mostly  direct  the  reader,  who  desires  to  be 
informed  about  them,  to  their  own  ac- 
counts of  them. 


CHAP  VL 

OF  THE  STATE  AND  SUFFERINGS  OF  PRESBY- 
TERIANS, DURING  THE  YEAR  1682. 

The  year  before  me  was  extremely  .g^g 
troublesome  to  presbyterians,  but 
not  so  bloody  as  the  last,  though  the  blood 
of  some  innocents  was  shed.  The  death  of 
Mr  Hume  towards  the  close  of  this  year, 
vras  as  much  cried  out  upon,  as  many 
things  the  managers  did,  being  not  only 
illegal,  but  unfair,  and  ungenerous  in  the 
opinion  of  many,  and  the  gentleman's  char- 
acter being  singular  for  piety  and  peace- 
ableness.  The  reason  why  so  few,  com- 
paratively, were  brought  to  public  exe- 
cutions, does  not  appear  to  have  been  from 
want  of  inclination,  but  opportunities,  very 
few  escaping  with  their  lives,  against  whom 
they  could  proceed  witl^  any  colour  of 
agreeableness  to  their  present  laws :  but  it 
was  well,  that  not  so  many  of  the  sufferers 
fell  into  their  hands  this  period,  as  formerly. 

There  was  no  session  of  |Nurliament  this 
year,  nor  any  more  this  reign,  and  so  no 
new  sai^inary  laws :  and,  as  fiur  as  I  have 
noticed,  but  one  proclamation  against  the 
persecuted  party,  which  indeed  is  a  little 
uncommon  at  this  time :  but  the  managers 
had  gone  so  far  ahready  against  the  suffer- 
ers, that  little  more  could  be  done. 

Towards  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the 
duke  of  York  went  for  London  to  his 
brother,  and  returned  about  the  end  of  it ; 
and,  while  he  was  away,  there  was  a  sort 
of  respite  of  the  severities  against  presby- 
terians, though  it  was  but  for  a  short  space. 
Bishop  Paterson  went  up  to  court  with 
him,  and,  no  doubt,  he  had  some  errand, 
and  more  to  do,  than  barely  to  wait  upon 
the  duke  to  Loudon.  I  find  some  papers 
giving  an  account,  that  the  bishop  brought 
down  warrants  for  a  more  general  and 
severe  prosecution  of  all  presbyterians ;  and 
we  shall  aftem-ards  hear,  that  commissions 
are  given,  not  only  to  sheriffs,  bailies,  and 
other  magistrates,  but  to  soldiers  and  par- 
ticular gentlemen  of  broken  fortunes  and 
violent  tempers,  to  fine  and  imprison 
all  persons  suspect,  or  guUty  of  hearing 
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1682  P'^^y^®'^  ™^>'^'^  1°  houses  or 
*  fields,  since  the  indemnity,  August 
1679.  By  which  the  country  was  terribly 
oppressed,  and  several  gentlemen  were  fined 
to  the  value  of  their  real  estates,  for  mere 
absence  firom  church,  and  being  at  house 
conyenticles,  and  homing  and  caption  given 
against  them :  yea,  matters  run  yet  higher 
this  way,  next  year. 

Many  courts  were  held  up  and  down 
the  west  and  south,  of  which  no  registers 
being  kept,  I  can  only  give  some  general 
hints,  as  informations  are  come  to  my 
hland;  and  the  test  was  pretty  generally 
pressed,  though  I  see  nothing  of  a  foun- 
dation in  hiw  to  urge  it,  except  upon  some 
who  were  in  places  of  trust;  and,  as  far  as 
I  can  learn,  it  was  pretended  as  yet  only  to 
be  that  which  would  satisfy  the  govern- 
ment entirely,  as  to  the  loyalty  of  sus- 
pected persons ;  yet  this  pretext  was  good 
enough  to  harass  multitudes,  not  in  law 
obliged  to  take  it  In  short,  the  justiciary 
go  roundly  to  work  in  forfeitures ;  and  the 
council,  as  well  as  particular  persons  com- 
missioned by  them,  oppress  multitudes  by 
extravagant  fines.  These  heads  will  afford 
matter  for  ^ve  sections  upon  tbis  year. 


SECT.  I. 

Of  ^  Jttrther  proceedinffg  abottt  the  testy 
the  changei  in  public  posts,  and  other  tn- 
cidental  matters  this  year. 

Since  less  matter  offers  this  year,  directly 
upon  tbis  history  of  the  sufferings,  than 
upon  some  of  tlie  preceding  years,  it 
may  not  be  amiss  to  begin  my  account  of 
it,  with  matters  of  a  more  general  nature, 
though  I  have  formerly  mostly  left  these 
to  the  close  of  the  chapters;  and  it  will 
have  this  advantage,  that  it  may  give  some 
light  to  the  more  particular  narration  of 
the  sufferings  of  presbytcrians,  in  the 
jifter-sections. 

By  the  act  of  parliament  last  year,  per- 
sons in  offices  and  public  trust  were  allow- 
ed until  the  first  of  January  this  year, 
to  take  the  test  It  hath  been  already 
remarked,  that  not  many  lost  their  posts 
by  refusing  it  Some  few  papists  indeed, 
^ho,  alas!  are  Brmer  to  their  idolatry,  than 


many  proftMod  protetluita  to  our  exopl- 
lent  foforaiation,  refaced  the  test:  but  as 
the  duke  of  York  told  tbo  earl  of  Ar^le, 
oire  was  taken  of  them;  and  the  act, 
whioh,  by  tome,  was  designed  against 
them,  was  turned  another  way.  The  pro- 
fit* of  their  offices  were  enjoyed  by  them, 
and  they  put  in  some  protestant,  who  had 
the  name,  but  all  the  emolomcnti  cane 
aafely  enough  to  themselves.  Thus,  the 
laird  of  Stonehouse,  a  violent  papist,  and 
persecutor,  had  been  sheriff  of  l^khtdale, 
and  made  a  kind  of  demission  of  that  office, 
when  he  refused  the  test  This  geotlemas 
was  BO  vigorous  a  bearer  down  of  presby- 
terisns  in  that  country,  and  so  bsMtify  a 
friend  to  the  popish  succession,  that  the 
duke  of  York  and  bishops  could  not  see 
him  come  to  any  loss :  therefore^  Queens- 
berry  and  he  ordered  matters  so,  as  one 
James  Mitchell,  a  small  heritor,  and  topi  of 
hifli,  gets  the  name  of  sheriff,  holds  courts 
and  goes  on  with  the  finings  and  severitior 
we  shall  afterwards  hear  of;  and  the  laird 
of  Stonehouse  is,  generally  speakings  with 
him,  as  was  pretended,  to  direct  in  the 
forms  for  some  time,  but,  in  reality,  to  do 
all  that  was  done;  and  he  received  the 
money  and  profits,  and  Mitchell  was  satis- 
fied with  a  very  small  part  Many  in- 
stances might  be  given  of  such  favours  to 
papists,  while  none  was  shown  to  real  pro- 
testants.  Until  the  act  for  the  test  MSf 
afterwards  extended,  it  could  only  be  press- 
ed upon  persons  in  trust;  and  here  there 
was  little  difficulty :  but  such  as  held  courts^ 
yea,  the  very  soldiers,  having  nobody  to 
challenge  any  thing  done  by  them,  took  the 
liberty  to  press  it  upon  persons  whom  thejr 
were  pleased  to  suspect,  most  illegally ;  and 
so  this  year,  and  much  more  in  the  suc- 
ceeding years,  the  test  came  to  be  matter  of 
sore  sufferings  to  great  numbers.  Mean- 
while, the  council  go  on  to  press  the  te»t 
upon  all  in  public  trust  January  ^th, 
they  send  a  letter  to  the  magistrates  of 
Aberdeen,  "that  they  are  informed  that 
their  ministers  have  undutifuUy  refused  the 
test,  and  their  churches  are  now  vacant; 
therefore,  require  them,  as  patrons,  to  pre- 
sent fit  and  qualified  persons,  iu  three 
weeks  aflter  their  receiving  this  letter." 
It  is  signed,  Alkx.  St  Andrews. 
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Jtmvatrj  7tb,  they  write  to  the  king  the 
following  letter  ftbout  the  test 

"  May  it  please  your  sacred  majesty^ 

"  Your  majesty's  late  royal  parliament, 
baring,  for  the  secority  of  the  protestant 
religion,  of  yonr  majesty's  royal  power,  and 
for  the  establishment  of  the  government, 
and  extirpation  of  these  disorders  which 
hare  so  orer-nm  this  your  kingdom,  ap- 
pointed by  their  sixth  act,  that  a  test  should 
be  taken  by  all  who  were  to  exercise  any 
jurisdiotion  within  the  same,  and  that  be» 
twikt  and  the  first  of  January  instant:  we 
KttTS,  after  the  ekpaing  of  that  day,  con- 
gidered  who  had  not  taken  that  test  before 
tfie  time  prefixed ;  and,  after  mature  deliber- 
ation, we  have  sent  to  yonr  sacred  majesty 
a  list  of  such  offices  and  jurisdictions  as  are 
nonr  vacant,  and  at  your  majesty's  disposal, 
upon  this  account,  with  our  humble  opinion 
of  these  who  may  be  fit  to  succeed  in  them, 
aAd  a  draught  of  the  commission  to  be 
granted  to  them ;  and,  after  serious  reflec- 
tiona  upon  the  whole  matter  of  the  test  we 
may  sincerely  say,  that  it  has  been  a  most 
happy  expedient  for  filfing  all  offices  with 
persons  who  are  well  affected  to  the  pro- 
testant religion,  and  your  majesty's  govern- 


ment, and  from  whom  yonr  majesty 
and  people  may  expect  the  unanimous  ^^'^^ 
and  firm  prosecution  of  your  laws,  against  all 
manner  of  irregularities.  We  have  likewise 
thought  fit  to  acquaint  your  majesty,  that,  by 
reason  of  the  minority  of  the  duke  of  Len- 
nox, the  sheriffship  of  Dumbarton,  and  rega- 
lity of  Lennox  and  Damley,  are  to  be  sup- 
plied, and  that  fit  persons  be  named  by  your 
majesty,  to  be  keepers  of  your  palace  of  Holy- 
roodhouse,  and  your  high  chamberlain,  being 
now  fidleu  in  your  majesty's  hands,  by 
reason  of  the  dukes  of  Hamilton  and  Buc- 
deugh  their  not  taking  the  test,  conform 
to  the  act  of  parliament  We  are,  your 
majesty's  most  humble,  most  faithful, 
and  most  obedient  subjects  and  servants. 

"  Subscribed  ut  in  sederuni,  except  his 
royal  higlmess,  Linlithgow,  Balcarras,  and 
DalxieL" 

With  this  they  send  the  draught  of  a  signa- 
ture to  be  passed,  to  such  persons  as  they 
recommend,  for  filling  up  the  places  of  such 
as  refuse  the  test;  which,  being  in  com- 
mon f<>rm,  needs  not  be  insert  At  tiie 
same  time,  they  send  up  the  following 
list  of  jurisdictions  fallen  into  the  kiug's 
hands. 


0/jitritdictUmf  fallen  m  ku  majeUjf*t  hands,  and  at  his  disfxtsal,  hy  the  j)nsscssois  thrir  not  taking 
ike  iMtt,  wkh  Ike  names  a/*  the  potsetsars,  and  ofike$e  now  recommended  to  be  comni'udonate  in  their 
places, 

ftllMilahtoiM^]i*akMMUi  PorMrty  poMtMd  Igr 


Th* 


inwadfd    t«  kaf«  c«ini< 


Hfriubl*  rtfallty  ef  Didkelth  ^    ^^  ,,„,^^  ^^  Monmouth 

nnd  EMt-Calder  J 

Herhidile  tbcriff  of  Roxburgh,  1 

rr^Uy   of   Hawick,    and  V  Thn  duke  of  Monmouth 

Lon^holm  J 

""^^Jt:.  ^'''  •'  '"■}  TholonlTorphichen  1 
Heriuble  rrgijlltv  of  Borrow-  i    j^  ^^^  ^f  Haml.ton  > 

itofiiMvs  and  Polmood  )  1 

Heritable  sheriff  of  BKih(gate  Cocbran  of  Babachlay  1 
Heritahle,    the     refality    ofl    .j.^^  ,^^  Ciirdro« 

Dryburgh  I 

"2*.t'*;;i^SttSrM^^^     '"-  ^'  •^  "~"-^^^" 

^K^    **"    "^"'^    ""'I    The  earl  of  Haddington 

Heritable  iitewartry  of  Kirk-  \    Xhe  carl  of  Nithwlalt 

CMdhrlght  i 

HcriUhle  fhoriff  of  Wigtoii 


The  rarl  of  Dalhouale 
The  earl  ot  Roxburgh 

The  lord  Livingstone 

The  earl  of  Hume 

'ilie  earl  of  Homo 

The  earl  of  Roxburgh 

'J'be  lord  Liyingttone,  and  Sir 
Robert  Maxwell 


HerlUble  regality  of  Tuiigland  'llie  Viicount  of  Kenmuir 

Heritable  regality  of  Whithorn  The  earl  of  Galloway 
Heritable  baillary  ot  Carrick,) 

and  regality   of  Croasrag-  >  The  earl  of  Caaails 

guel  J 

Heritable  regality  of  Kilpa-  |  ^^  ,^  ^^  y^^j,,^„ 

Heritable  sheriff  of  Fife  The  counten  of  Rothrs 

Heritable  jhwlff  of  Lanark,  J  ^.j,,  j^^  ^f  Homihoii 
and  regality  or  IlamlJfon      / 


Sir  Andrew  Agnewof  Loehuaw  The  laird  at  ClaTerhouM 

The  laird  of  QaTerhonse 


The  earl  of  Queentberry 
The  bird  of  Ardmillan 

The  earl  of  Glencafam 
The  earl  of  Baicarraa 
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JwiMUcUomMlaB  In  hk  muimf*  haaih 

Heritable  rifmlity  of  Strotef     'i*h«  nrl  at  Findlater 
Heritable  sht*rilf  of  Stirling        'llie  earl  of  Callander 
Heritable  regality  of  Falkirk     The  earl  of  CaUaoder 
Sberilf  of  Sutherland,  regaU-l 

ty  thereof,  and  mm  tif  bU  V  The  earl  of  SotberlaBd 

i»liup's  baUie  J 

Heritable  aheriff  of  Cromarty    In  the  creditom*  handa 
Sheritf  of  Clackmaoiiau  In  the  creditors*  hande 

1  r'M9       Upon  January  2Gth  a  letter  comes 

'  from  the  king,  approvingr  this  list 

The  clerks  are  ordered  to  form  commissions, 

and  expede  them,  and  deliver  them  to  the 

persons  named. 

January  12th,  the  committee  for  public 
affairs  make  the  following  report  of  parishes 
fallen  vacant,  by  the  ministers  refusing 
the  test,  which  Uie  council  approve,  with 
the  draught  of  the  letter  to  patrons,  to 
supply  these  parishes. 

JRqjort  committer  about  parislies  vacemt,  by 
ministers  refwsimj  the  teat,  with  the  tawr 
oft/ie  letter  to  patrons, 

**  The  report  of  the  committee  for  public 
afiairs  offering  it  as  their  opinion,  that  mis- 
sives be  direct  to  the  several  patrons  of  the 
kirks  underwritten,  now  vacant  by  the 
ministers  refusal  of  the  test,  immediately  to 
present  tit  persons  thereto,  being  read,  was 
approveu  of  by  the  council,  and  letters 
appointed  to  bo  sent  to  these  patrons 
accordingly,  viz.  to  tlie  earl  of  Haddington, 
for  the  parish  of  Haddington ;  to  the  duke 
of  Lauderdale,  for  the  parish  of  Bolton ;  to 
the  laird  of  Walton,  for  the  parish  of  Sal- 
ton  ;  to  the  carl  of  Twecddale,  for  the  parish 
of  Yester ;  to  the  earl  of  Winton  and  bishop 
of  Edinburgh,  for  the  parish  of  Tranent; 
to  the  laird  of  Prestongrange,  for  the  parish 
of  Prestonpans ;  to  the  earl  of  Tweeddale, 
for  the  parish  of  (iarvet;  to  Sir  John  Seton 
of  Garleton,  for  the  parish  of  Athelston- 
ford;  to  Sir  William  Bruce  of  Balcaskie, 
for  the  parish  of  Newburn ;  to  the  duke  of 
Buccleugh,  for  the  parish  of  Dalkeith ;  to 
the  earl  of  Lothian,  for  the  parish  of  New- 
bottlo;  to  the  laird  of  Humbie,  for  the 
parish  of  Criechton;  to  the  laird  of 
Deuchar,  or  Sir  William  Nicobion,  for  the 
parish  of  Temple ;  to  the  viscount  of  Ox- 
ford, for  the  parish  of  Cranston;  to  Sir 
Mark  Carse,  for  the  parish  of  Cockpen ;  to 
^jr    Williiun   Primrose,  for  the  parish  of 


This    procedure    brought    some    over 
their  difficulties.     Accordingly  I  find,  Jan- 
uary 26th,  Mr  Alexander  W'ood,  minister 
Cam' no  ton;  to  the  Jaird  of  Penny  cook,  ot\o?  CwiVi^«iv,'^%\aV\qv\»^\.Vsi^  council,  "that 


to  haw 

Tliowrlof  Jd«r 

The  earl  of  JLialithgow 

lliolord  Dnfiia 

The  marqaia  of  Montrose 
The  lord  register. 

the  bishop  of  Edinburgh,  for  the  parish  of 
Pennycook ;  to  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  for 
the  parish  of  Falla;  to  the  lord  Torphicben, 
for  the  parish  of  Torphichen;  to  Archi- 
bald Primrose,  for  the  parish  of  Dalmenny; 
and  to  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  for  the 
trone-church  parish  of  Edinburgh.  And 
further,  the  lords  of  privy  council  do  re- 
conunend  to  the  bishop  of  Edinbui^h,  to 
appoint  such  young  men  expectants,  as  he 
shall  think  fit,  to  serve  in  these  kirks, 
until  the  same  be  planted ;  declaring,  that, 
for  the  space  they  serve,  they  shall  have 
allowance  out  of  the  vacant  stipends;  and 
that  in  case  the  presentation  shall  happen 
to  £dl  in  the  bishop's  hands,  jure  devobito, 
these  persons  that  shall  serve  in  the  mean- 
time,  shall  be  preferred  to  the  chai^  of 
the  respective  kirks.** 

Follows  the  tenor  of  the  letter  direct  to  the 

severed  patrons  above-mentioned, 
**  The  late  minister  of  havini^ 

undutifuUy  refused  to  obey  the  law,  in 
taking  of  the  test,  so  that  the  said  chun-b 
is  now  vacant,  and  destitute  of  a  pastor; 
and  we  considering,  that  it  is  necessary,  for 
the  care  of  the  soub  of  the  people,  and  for 
his  majesty's  service,  to  have  the  charge 
speedily  supplied,  do  therefore  require  you, 
as  patron  of  the  said  church,  within  twenty 
days  after  these  presents  shall  come  to  your 
hands,  to  present  a  fit  and  qualified  persou 
to  the  ministry  thereof,  as  you  would  tes- 
tify your  zeal  for  promoving  the  happinesas 
of  that  people,  and  your  readiness  to  com- 
ply with  his  majesty's  commands  and  ser- 
vice. This,  at  command,  and  in  name  of 
his  majesty's  privy  council,  is  signified  to 
you,  by  your,  &c. 

"  Alex.  St  Andrews,  I.  P.  D." 
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wImtms  Umragh  waaknew  h«  had  enter- 
tnncd  some  icraplet  anent  that  excellent 
catk  and  test  impoaed  by  the  last  session  of 
parliament;  but  thej  were  now  removed 
hj  the  pioos  endcayoors  of  hk  ordinary, 
hepiging  the  council  may  commiserate  his 
caae."  They  allow  the  bishop  of  Edin- 
har^  to  administrate  the  test  to  him,  and 
i«eommend  to  the  patron  of  Cockpen  to 
fJTe  him  a  new  presentation. 

When  the  managers  are  thus  busy  with 
the  refusers  of  the  test,  they  fiiil  not  to 
remember  the  case  of  the  earl  of  Aigyle, 
and  write  a  letter  to  his  majesty,  January 
Slaty  about  his  jurisdictions,  which  they 
iMoye  may  be  for  ever  annexed  to  the 
crown.    I  haye  added  it  below.*    It  is 

*  CoKndTf  ielier  about  the  earl  of  Argyte'M 

Juritdictumy  January  Sist,  lo8S. 

Blay  it  pleaae  your  majesty, 

The  wtate  of  Anyle  Imsii^  now  In  year  ma- 

Jctty*a  handa,  by  forfeiture,  we  thought  it  our 

doty  (your  majeaty  livini;  at  a  distence,  and 

Car  royal  Intereat  behig  lo  much  forgot  in  the 
t  rcatoration  of  that  family)  to  offer  humbly, 
as  oar  faithful  adTice  to  your  aacred  majeaty, 
that  the  ofBoea,  juriadietione,  and  superior! tiea, 
balooging  to  the  late  earl,  should  for  ever  remain 
with  the  crown,  aa  necessary  for  the  support, 
and  for  the  maintenance  of  your  royal  govern- 
■MOt ;  both  which  must  suffer  very  much  by 
the  want  of  such  extraordinary  powers,  and  by 
ralaing  a  aabject  in  those  remote  places  to  ao 
formidable  capacities ;  nor  seems  it  prudent  or 
Joat  to  us,  that  so  many  loyal  families  who  have 
■offered  by  his,  for  your  majesty's  royal  father 
and  yourself,  during  the  late  rebellion,  should 
BOW  again,  for  the  second  time,  be  subjected  to 
hia  jonsdietion,  whereby  all  honest  men  might 
be  discouraged  to  continue  firm  in  a  hopeless 
loyaltT.  And  though  it  may  seem  reasonable, 
tlukt  the  lands,  which  your  majesty  designs  to 
bestow  upon  that  family,  should  bold  of  your 
najasty  immediately,  yet  that  others  should 
bold  their  lands  of  It,  seems  neither  necessary 
Bor  Iwal  to  us,  who  have  considered  the  laws 
whereby  bereditable  jurisdictions  are  prohibited ; 
■Bd  by  frhich  it  is  declared  unlawful  to  Inter- 
pose a  superior  betwixt  your  majesty  and  those 
who  are,  by  the  forfeiture,  become  your  ma- 
jea^*s  immediate  vassals,  the  dependence  of 
whfeh  vaasala  will  certainly  vei*y  much  contri- 
bote  to.the  securing  your  majeaty  s  government, 
they  being  so  many,  so  great,  and  so  loyal ;  nor 
doubt  we  but  your  mi^eaty  (whose  justice  hath 
bceo  atiU  aa  eminent  aa  your  wonderful  cle- 
mency^ will  be  careful  to  see  the  poor  creditors 
of  the  late  marquis  and  earl  of  Argyle,  satisfied 
oot  of  their  estate,  it  being  very  hard  that  honest 
men,  whereof  many  have  suffered  for  the  crown, 
ahoold  be  forfeited  for  the  crimes  committed  by 
them  against  it;  and  to  restore  them  to  the 
others*  prejudice,  were  to  take  an  estate  from 
the  innocent  to  gratify  the  posterity  of  those 
who  are  guilty.  For  which  reason  also,  and  to 
vocimraga  aoco  as  resolve  to  be  l^al,  in  this  age 
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full  of  bitterness  and  gfroundless 
insinuations  against  that  noble  hr 
mily. 

A  good  number  of  the  clei|7  of  Aberdeen 
having  stood  out  against  the  test,  as  we 
hare  seen,  till  the  day  was  eliqwed,  and 
after  that  taken  it  before  the  bishop,  they 
wanted  an  act  of  council  to  repone  them  to 
their  benefices  and  stipends,  which  was 
▼ery  readily  gone  into,  and  follows.  **  Ed- 
inbiu^h,  February  23d :  His  royal  highness 
and  lords  of  privy  council  being  informed 
by  some  of  the  lords  of  the  clergy,  that  se- 
veral loyal  and  learned  churchmen  within 
the  diocese  of  Aberdeen,  had  for  a  time 
some  scruples  anent  the  oath  and  test  im- 
posed by  the  5th  act  of  the  present  parlia- 
ment, and  could  not  obtain  clearness  about 
it,  before  the  first  of  January  last.  But 
being  thereafter  fully  cleared  and  satisfied, 
did  before  the  decease  of  their  late  ordi- 
nary, take  and  sign  the  test  in  his  presence  \ 
and  particularly  the  persons  underwritten, 
Mr  John  Menaies,  professor  of  divinity  in 
the  college  marshal  of  Aberdeen ;  Mr  Pa- 
trick Simson  and  Mr  William  Blair,  min- 
isters of  the  said  burgh ;  Mr  James  Garden, 
professor  of  divinity  in  old  Aberdeen;  Mr 
George  Anderson  at  MortUch;  Mr  John 
Barclay  at  Cruden ;  Mr  John  Cockbrien  at 
Old-deer;  and  Mr  Patrick  Innes  at  Bamff. 
The  council  allow  them  to  return  to  their 
former  charges,  and  to  enjoy  the  emolu- 
ments and  profits  thereimto  belonging.'* 


that  needs  so  much  encouragement,  we  do,  with 
all  humble  confidence,  intreat,  that  some  respect 
may  be  had  to  such  aa  have  been  eminent  suf~ 
ferers  for  the  monarchy,  suffering  being  aa  just, 
and  as  to  vour  majesty  a  more  meritorious  debt 
than  lending,  ^^t  hope  the  iuteresU  of  the 
bishops  of  the  isles  and  Argvle,  and  the  reUin- 
ing  many  patronages,  whicn  belonged  to  that 
family,  will  not  need  our  recommen<ratioii,  being 
so  just  in  themselves,  and  so  fit  for  the  crown, 
that  we  could  not  emit  the  remembering  of 
these  also.  This  having  been  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  us  your  majeaty's  privy  council,  will, 
we  hope,  prove  not  only  a  great  teatlmony  of 
our  duty  to  your  sacred  person,  but  will  reuiaiu 
upon  record  to  after  agea,  aa  a  testimony  of  our 
concern  for  the  imperial  crown  in  this  kingdom, 
which  shall  in  all  cases  be  faithfully  ob«erve<l, 
by  your  majesty's  most  humble,  must  taithlul, 
and  most  obedient  subjects  and  servants. 

Subucribed  ut  in  sederunt,  except  his  royiil 
highness  and  Dalziel,  with  the  advocate  and 
Lundin. 
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The  good  nature  of  the  council  in 
these  cases  encouraged  more  appUo»- 
tions.  And  March  2d,  Mr  Robert  Inrin,  min- 
ister of  Towie,  petitions  to  be  admitted  to 
tal;e  the  test,  and  the  lord  primate  is  allowed 
to  administer  it  to  him.  And  March  16th, 
upon  their  petitioning,  Mr  Hugh  Munro  at 
Deumess,  Mr  James  Smith  minister  at 
Dores,  Mr  Duncan  Macarthur  in  Inner- 
cholan  in  Aigyleshire,  Mr  William  Black 
minister  at  Cloebnrn,  Mr  John  Fullarton 
minister  at  Kilmodan,  heritoi\  are  all  allow- 
ed to  take  the  test  before  their  ordinaries. 
Upon  the  other  side  one  instance  ofiers. 
April  20th,  it  being  represented  to  the 
council,  that  Mr  Robert  Spottiswood,  min- 
ister at  Chreighton,  baring  refused  to  take 
the  test,  continues  to  possess  the  manse  and 
glebe;  and  Mr  Robert  Arbuthnot,  now 
minister  in  that  place  complains  of  this ;  the 
council  order  him  to  be  possessed  of  manse 
and  glebe. 

I  observe  no  more  this  year  in  the  regis- 
ters, about  the  test,  but  an  act  of  council 
May  11th.  **Uia  royal  highness  and  the 
privy  council  understanding,  that  in  sev* 
eral  places  of  the  kingdom,  diven  kirks 
arc  vacant  through  the  late  incumbents  not 
taking  the  test,  whereby  the  right  of  pre- 
seotiiig  to  these  vacant  kirks  hath  fallen, 
or  may  fall  into  the  bishops*  hands, /ure 
devoluto,  and  finding  it  necessary  for  his 
majesty's  service,  and  the  good  of  the 
church,  that  those  vacancies  be  forthwith 
filled  up,  do  require  and  command  the 
archbishops  and  bishops,  so  soon  as  the 
right  of  presentation  falls  by  devolution,  to 
supply  those  parishes  ^nth  fit  and  qualified 
persons  who  will  take  the  test** 

While  the  council  are  thus  busy  about 
the  test,  the  society  people  are  bearing 
their  testimony  against  it.  According  to 
their  former  resolution  in  December,  upon 
the  12th  of  January  this  year,  a  consider- 
able company  of  them  came  in  arms  to  the 
town  of  Lanark,  and  published  their  decla- 
ration before  spoken  of,  and  left  a  copy  of 
it  affixed  to  the  market- cross.  As  soon  as 
the  account  of  this  came  in  to  Edinburgh, 
January  14th,  the  council  write  a  letter  to 
the  king,  bcarinp^  "  that  fsomo  vagfrant  per- 
sons, about  forty  horse  and  twenty  foot,  well 
armed,  publhhcd  iha  declaration  bent  here- 


with, January  12th,  ud  that  they  bad  sent 
tome  fSarces  to  the  town  of  Lanwk  with  a 
committee  of  conncil  to  inqnirs  into  that 
matter,  and  punish  the  aoton."  Afterward 
we  will  find  they  delnyod  this  oommittee  of 
oonncil,  and  sent  m^or  White  with  severs 
instructions,  which  will  eome  in  next  sec- 
tion. 

I  am  likewise  inlbnned,  that  tliey  bmed 
the  act  of  the  last  parliament,  nnent  the 
duke  of  York's  sncoession  to  the  oown, 
and  the  act  imposing  the  test.  This  wm 
the  method  that  people  dioosed  to  signify 
their  abhorrence  of  these  iniquitoim  acts; 
and  it  proved  a  handle  to  the  Bmaagen^ 
to  put  a  more  public  aflfront  upon  the 
solemn  league  and  covenant,  which  had 
been  burned  before  at  Linlithgow,  only  by 
the  authority  of  the  magistrates :  the  coon- 
cil,  at  the  same  time^  emitted  the  following 
act)  which,  because  short,  I  insert  here. 

Act  of  council  far  burning  the  solemn  league 
and  covenant^  and  uneral  other  traUorouM 
libeU. 
At  Holyrood-honse,  January  Hth,  1682. 

**  Forasmuch  as,  albeit  by  the  seventh  act 
of  the  first  session  of  his  majesty's  first 
parliament,  and  the  second  act  of  the  second 
session  of  that  same  parliament,  that  oath 
and  combination,  commonly  called  the 
solemn  league  and  covenant,  is  condemned 
as  treasonable,  and  the  taking  and  renew- 
ing thereof  by  any  of  the  subjects,  is  de- 
clared to  be  high  treason :  yet,  in  the  year 
1666,  and  since,  several  desperate  and  in- 
corrigible traitors  have  taken  upon  them  to 
renew  and  swear  the  said  covenant,  and  to 
emit  and  publish  several  treasonable  and 
scandalous  libels,  founded  thereupon,  as 
particularly  these  treasonable  declaratioas 
published  at  Rutherglen  and  8anquhar, 
the  libel  called  CargiU*s  covenant,  the 
late  declaration  published  at  Lanark 
upon  the  12th  of  this  instant,  intituled, 
Hhe  act  and  apologetic  declaration  of  the 
true  presbyterians  of  the  church  of  Scot- 
land :*  his  royal  highness  his  majesty *8  high 
commissioner,  and  lords  of  his  majesty's 
privy  council,  to  eridence  the  great  abhor* 
rcnre  they  have  of  these  treasonable  libels, 
do  ordain,  that  upon  Wednesday  next,  being 
a  market-day,  the  said  treasonable  libel^  yit> 
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tk»  Mlenn  league  and  ooTeaant,  the  Ratb- 
•rgien  aad  Sanquhar  dedaratioiM,  the  libel 
called  Cargill'a  covenant^  and  the  late  trta- 
aoaable  dedaration  at  Lanark,  be  pobliclf 
Mumed  at  the  opoaa  af  Edinburgh  by  the 
hand  •£ the  common  hangman;  and  ordain 
the  pvovoet^  bailies^  and  town-ooonoii  of 
Edinburgh,  to  be  preaent,  and  aee  the  saoBe 
solemnly  done  the  said  day,  betwixt  eleven 
and  twelvo  in  the  fiNrenoon;  and  to  report 
an  aeoouat  of  their  obedience  to  the  council 
the  next  counciUday  thereafter;  and  that 
these  preaenta  be  printed  and  published. 
Eztnioted  by  me 
**  William  PATCRSoif,  CL  Seer.  Coneilii.'* 

In  this  act,  the  ooimoil  follow  the  copy 
casten  by  the  society  people,  in  showing 
their  abhorrence  at  these,  as  they  call  them, 
treasonable  libels.  This  practice  Mr  Ham- 
ilton and  his  party  at  Ruthei^n,  probably 
borrowed  from  the  public  burning  of  the 
flolemn  league  at  London,  after  the  king's 
restoration,  and  tho  example  of  the  Lin- 
lithgow cavaliers.  Many  reflections  might 
be  made  upon  this  act  I  do  not  see,  that 
the  acts  d  parliament  cited,  condemn  the 
aelemn  league  and  covenant  as  treasonable, 
though  the  renewing  of  it  be  discharged; 
and  if  the  council  found  this  good  reason- 
ing against  the  solemn  league,  that  because 
it  was  discharged  to  be  renewed,  and  yet 
bad  been  renewed  166^  and  since,  it  holds 
as  much  against  ^  national  covenant,  and 
yet  they  had  not  the  effrontery  to  condemn 
that  to  the  flames,  neither  can  I  see  the 
grounds  upoM  which  the  council  say,  tiie 
Ruthefgleii,  Sanquhar,  and  Queensforiy 
papers  are  Ibonded  upon  the  solemn  league 
and  covenant  This  indeed  is  one  of  the 
beat  authoritiea  the  framers  of  these  papers 
eould  almost  have  desured  at  this  time,  to 
have  the  opimon  of  their  persecutors,  that 
their  dedaratioas  were  so  well  bottomed. 
I  only  further  notice,  that  the  bailie  of 
Edinbwgb,  who  watted  on  the  execution 
of  tiiis  act,  had  a  fire,  not  long  after,  in 
providence,  sent  to  a  large  building  of  his 
in  that  town ;  but  it  becomes  all  to  be  very 
sparing  in  putting  commentaries  upon  par- 
ticular providences.  The  people  of  the 
societies  add  in  their  papers,  and  I  see  no 
ground  to  doubt  its  truth,  that  this  public 


affront  ta  the  ooveaaats»  the  glory 
of  the  Idngdoass,  was  gone  about 
with  great  .pompw  A  large  theatre  was 
erected  at  the  cross,  aad  sobm  of  the  ma- 
gistrates attended  in  their  robes,  until  these 
papers  were  burned  by  the  hangmim.  And 
becaase  tiie  magistrates  of  Lanark  had  not 
prevented  the  publishing  the  dedaratiou, 
which  was  not  in  their  power  to  do,  the 
council  fine  the  buq^  in  6000  merks, 
which,  I  am  informed^  they  were  actually 
forced  to  pay.  And  in  the  council-register 
of  acts  and  decreets,  July  7th,  I  find  a  bill 
presented  by  the  magistrates  of  Lanark,  for 
lessening  their  fine,  but  it  was  peremptorily 
r^ected.  It  was  February  Sd  before  the 
council  came  to  pass  an  act  directly  upon 
the  Lanark  declaration;  and  that  day  it 
runs,  "  Whereas  a  company  of  vagabonds 
and  desperate  villains,  on  the  12th  ot 
January  last,  entered  the  burgh  of  Lan- 
ark, and  published  a  most  infamous  and 
treasonable  libel,  and  none  of  the  magis- 
trates^ counsellors,  or  inhabitants,  offered 
to  make  the  least  opposition  thereto,  nor 
gave  timeous  notice  to  others,  the  council 
fine  the  magistjratsa  in  6000  aserks,  reserv- 
ing them  relief  off  the  inhabitants  and  com- 
munity, decbring  still,  that  the  commoQ 
good  of  the  town  is  not  to  be  burdened 
with  any  part  of  it"  In  short  in  the  so- 
detjr's  records,  they  observe  upon  the  back 
of  the  puUishing  that  testimony  at  Lanark, 
the  sufferings  of  that  handful  were  sad  and 
sharp.  Some  were  banished,  and  made 
recruits  to  serve  in  the  army  in  Flanders, 
some  were  sold  as  slaves  in  Carolina  and 
other  places  in  America,  in  order  to  empty 
the  foil  prisons,  and  make  way  for  more  of 
their  number,  who  were  daily  brought  in 
firom  all  quarters,  and  eiUier  kept  in 
nasty  prisons,  thieves'-hdes,  or  in  bolts 
and  irons,  to  make  them  weary  of  lifo,  or 
despatched  as  sacrifices,  without  sufl^ering 
them  to  speak  at  their  death,  or  gifted,  as 
slaves,  to  masters  of  ships,  to  be  trans- 
p<Mrted,  aad  sold  as  sudi. 

When  the  council  thus  so  severely  exe- 
cuted the  laws,  and  even  took  upon  them 
to  make  upon  the  matter  new  laws,  there 
was  no  need  of  a  parliament,  at  least  fo^ 
the  designs  of  the  persecutors.  And  so 
the  parliament  which  ^ivsa  \a  «X.\n.\&a^^ 
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is,  by  a  proclamation  in  Jantauy,  ad- 
^^^  jmraedtothenthof  April  Intbe 
prof  lawation the  king  ia  made  %o  say, "  That 
ha  will  not  part  aoon  with  ao  loyal  and  dnti- 
Ail  a  paiiiaaMiit*' And  after  that,  by  another 
prodamatioo,  it  ia  a^jonmed  till  November. 

Thk  year  I  find  aeveral  additions  to  the 
eonndl  and  changes  among  the  managers. 
January  10th,  the  earl  of  8trathmore  is  re- 
ceived a  oounaellor.  February  83d,  the 
earl  of  Dalhonsie  is  admitted  a  coonsellor. 
BCay  8th,  his  royal  highness  delivered  hk 
majesty's  pleasure  to  the  council  about  the 
officers  of  state;  that  the  lord  president, 
afterward  earl  of  Aberdeen,  is  made  chan- 
cellor, the  marquis  of  Queensberry  trea- 
surer, and  the  earl  of  Perth  justice-general 
in  Queensbenys  room.  The  sufferers  can 
expect  little  lenity  now,  when  a  papist,  or 
one,  who,  as  soon  aa  occasion  served,  turn- 
ed papist,  is  at  the  head  of  the  criminal 
court  May  11th,  by  a  letter  firom  the 
king,  duke  Hamilton  is  added  to  the  coun- 
cil on  his  taking  the  oaths  and  the  test ; 
and  July  4th,  he  is  restored  to  all  his  juris- 
dictions. The  earls  of  Tweeddale  and  Mid- 
dleton  are  admitted  counsellors.  And  May 
12th,  lieutenant-general  William  Drum- 
moud  of  Cromliz,  and  August  Ist,  David 
Falconer,  president  of  the  session,  are  add- 
ed to  the  counciL  August  3 Ist,  orders 
are  giveu  by  the  council  to  prosecute  the 
lord  Halton  and  other  officers  of  the  mint ; 
but,  it  seems,  the  thing  was  not  gone  into, 
since,  November  7th,  I  find  a  letter  from  the 
king  to  the  council,  commanding  them  to 
pursue  the  lord  Halton,  now  earl  of  Lau- 
derdale, and  other  officers  of  the  mint  I 
shall  not  dip  further  into  this  process,  it 
not  falling  under  the  design  of  this  history. 
I  only  notice,  that  now  upon  the  duke  of 
Lauderdale's  death,  after  he  had  been 
brought  to  a  great  pitch  of  disgrace  at 
court,  his  brother  is  attacked,  and  faults 
found  in  tlieir  administration  by  others 
than  the  duke  of  Hamilton  and  his  party. 
October  10th,  the  earl  of  Middleton  is  made 
conjunct  secretary  with  the  earl  of  Murray. 
And  thus  a  great  many  new  managers,  all 
of  the  duke  of  York's  party,  are  taken  in. 

Having  thus  taken  a  view  of  the  change 

of  hands  this  year,  let  me  go  through  some 

Mnddental  thiogs,  which  will  not  fall  in  so 


weU  In  the  Mlownf  aecti— s.  Now  that 
the  episcopal  d&rgj  mn  coaae  in  to  the 
teat,  the  council  take  bo  little  care  of  thcsk 
Jannary  10th,  they  oadaia  tbe  oommiaaioB 
for  the  kirk,  the  aaoM  we  now  tana  the 
'commission  for  plantation  of  kirka  and 
valuation  of  tienda,'  to  BMet  on  Wednssdsy 
nez^  and  orderly  thereafter;  and  recoai- 
mend  it  to  the  lorda  of  aaaaioa  not  to  meet 
theae  aftemoona  when  they  meat,  that  their 
membera  may  attend.  February  9th,  the 
council  make  an  act  about  aending  in,  and 
recording  the  aeta  of  royal  buigha.  It  was 
one  of  the  arbitrary  measures  in  this 
period,  to  bear  down  the  royMk  burghs. 
**  The  council  find  it  for  the  Idng^s  service, 
that  a  particular  and  exact  account  of  the 
oonatitution  and  set  of  all  the  royal  borghs 
be  sent  into  Edinburgh,  tiiat  they  may 
know  of  what  number  each  buigh  oonaisli^ 
merchants  or  tradesmen,  being  magistrates 
and  counaellorB,  and  require  attested  copies 
from  every  burgh,  to  be  sent  in  under  ths 
clerk's  hand,  and  that  the  agent  for  the 
burgha  record  them  all  in  a  book,  and  givi 
in  the  same  to  the  clerks  of  council  with 
all  diligence.  Biarch  5th,  a  letter  is  read 
from  the  king,  bearing,  ^  that  Don  Res- 
taino  Cantellino,  a  person  of  eminent  trust 
under  the  king  of  Spain,  and  brother  to 
the  duke  de  Populi  in  the  kingdom  of 
Naples,  had  given  him  a  representation, 
that  these  two  brothen  had  good  evidence! 
to  produce,  that  their  family  was  descended 
from  the  royal  family  in  Scotland,  for  s 
continued  course  of  pedigree,  from  about 
330  years  before  the  incarnation  to  thk 
day,  and  desiring  the  proofis  and  account  of 
their  descent  may  be  entered  in  the  proper 
public  records  in  Scotland,  and  an  authentic 
extract  granted  him  in  the  most  solemn 
numner."  The  king  requires  the  same  to 
be  done  in  ordinary  form,  that  it  may  be 
presented  to  the  next  parliament,  and  al- 
lowed by  them.  That  same  day  his  royal 
highness  acquaints  the  council,  that  he 
goes  to-morrow  to  wait  upon  the  king  at 
Newmarket ;  and  March  6th,  (Queensberry 
is  by  him  desired  to  follow  him,  and  lay 
the  state  of  the  treasury  before  the  king. 
March  9th,  our  bishops  write  a  letter  to 
the  archbishop  of  Canterbury,  full  of  en- 
comiums of  the  duke,  which  I  have  addcsl 
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below.*  I  find  bishop  PMerton  went  np 
with  the  duke,  and  probably  he  carried  this 
Itftter.  Bishop  Kennetnpon  this  yery  justly 
mnarics,  **  that  the  duke  of  York,  while  in 
Sootlaad  at  this  time,  found  his  greatest 
interest  to  be  among  the  highest  of  the 
ei^scopal  party,  for  which  reason  he  con- 
fiMl  his  &YOurB  to  them,  and  encouraged 
them  to  be  very  serere  on  the  presbyterians. 
Upon  his  return  he  thought  fit  to  have 
leCteiB  testimonials  fi-om  the  Scots  bishops 


*  JJetter,  Scots  bithopt  about  ike  duke  of  York, 
March  WA,  168S. 

May  it'^toaM  your  grtot, 

HUrayal  higfaDen  harinff  nnnd  from  hencs 

•o  Bionday  last,  beiof  called  by  the  kinf  to  at- 

teod  his  majesty  at  New-market,  we  ehould 

pvara  vary  defeetlTe  Id  doty  and  gratltade,  if, 

Sthie  OGcaeion,  wa  ehould  forget  to  acknow- 
to  joor  graoe,  how  much  tkie  poor  church 
Mff  order  do  owe  to  hie  priuoely  care  and 
geodnew,  that  his  mi^eety,  and  the  worthy 
oiebope  of  Enaland,  may,  from  you,  receive  the 
J«eC  aoooont  thereof.  Since  hie  royal  highnee>*s 
oaminff  to  this  kingdem,  we  ftnd  oar  ease  much 
dtaoged  to  the  better,  and  our  chorch  and  order 
(which,  through  the  canning  and  power  of  their 
adrcnariee,  were  expoeed  to  extreme  hazard  and 
caotempt,)  eeneiUy  reUered  and  reecaed ;  which, 
Afloct  to  the  watdifol  proTidence  of  God  (that 
■MreifoUy  eupointends  hie  ehareh)  we  can 
iveribo  te  nothing,  bd  much  as  to  hie  royal  high- 
mmi%  graciooe  owning,  and  yigilant  protection 
af  OS.  Upon  all  occasions  he  gWee  freeh  instan- 
flSB  of  his  eminent  seal,  against  the  meet  an* 
laasonabla  echism,  which,  by  renting,  threatena 
the  eabTersion  of  our  churcn  and  religion,  and 
aanoenis  himself  as  a  patron  to  ae,  in  all  our 
pnUiCi  and  even  personal  intereets;  so  that  all 
tikke  notice  of  hie  signal  klndneee  to  us,  and 
I,  that  be  looks  on  the  enemiee  of  the 
■,  as  adyenaries  to  the  monarchy  itself: 

did  we  ever  propoee,  or  offer  to  hie  royal 

kigfaneee,  any  rational  expedient,  which  might 
aaedoca  for  the  relief  or  eecarity  of  the  church, 
which  he  did  not  readily  embrace  and  efliBctuate. 
The  peace  and  tranqaillity  of  this  kingdom  is  the 
affBOt  of  hb  prudent  and  ateady  conduct  of  afEsirs, 
aiBd  the  bomoars  of  oor  wicked  fanatics^  are 
■such  restrained  from  dangerone  eruptione,  upon 
tbair  apprehensions  of  his  vigilance  and  justice ; 
fmt  they  dread  nothing  so  much,  as  to  see  him 
the  head  of  hb  ma)esty*s  oooncUs  and 
against  them.  We  hope  your  grace  will 
our  dutiful  acknowledgment  to  his  royal 
bighnces  for  all  his  princely  revours  to  us,  and 
give  him  the  most  nrm  assurance  of  our  moot 
stocare  endeavoure  to  eerve  him,  and  of  our  moot 
ftrvant  prayers  for  his  temporal  and  eternal 
happinces,  as  the  bound  duty  of  us. 

May  it  please  your  grace, 
Yoor  grace's  most  hamlile,  and  faithful 
servants. 
Alexander,  St  Andrews,  James  Gallovldien, 
Jo.  Kdlnbof^ra,  George  Brechin, 

Aiidr.  Dunkelden,  Jam.  Dumblaiien. 

Arch.  Glascuen, 


1682. 


to  the  archbiahop  of  Canterbury." 
April  4th,  by  a  letter  from  the  king, 
the  whole  counsellors  are  required  to  stay 
at  Edinburgh,  till  his  royal  highness  return 
frxmi  England.  And  May  8th,  the  duke 
returns,  and,  as  we  heard,  intimates  the 
king's  pleasure  as  to  the  change  in  the 
officers  of  state.  He  came  down  by  sea, 
and  the  ship  he  and  his  company  were  in, 
•truck  on  a  rode  and  waa  lost  The  duke 
and  a  good  many  were  saTed  in  the  boat, 
but  the  earl  of  Roxburgh,  the  laird  of 
Hopeton,  Sir  Joseph  Douglas,  the  lord 
Obrian,  with  the  duke's  brother-in-law  Mr 
Hyde,  with  several  others,  were  lost.  It  is 
said,  these  and  others  might  have  been 
saved  had  there  not  been  too  much  care 
taken,  not  to  throng  the  boat  where  the 
duke  was.  May  15th,  the  duke  takes  his 
leave  of  the  council,  being  to  return  with 
his  duchess  to  England,  where  matters  were 
now  brought  to  such  a  pass,  as  he  might 
return  and  manage  alL  At  parting  he 
recommended  to  the  council,  the  suppre^ 
sion  of  rebelHous  persons,  especially  in 
Clydesdale,  Teviotdale,  Fife,  and  Ayr-shires, 
and  that  some  troops  might  be  sent  thither ; 
and  in  a  particular  manner  presses  the  care 
of  the  archbishops  and  orthodox  clergy. 
May  20th,  the  council  write  a  very  fulsome 
letter  to  the  king  about  his  brother,  which 
stands  below.f     And  at  the  same  time  they 

f  CouncWt  letter  to  the  king  about  the  thikeof  York, 
May  90th,  1682. 

May  it  please  your  eacred  mi^eety, 
The  great  satisfaction  we  had  in  hearing  the 
many  oemonstrations  of  yoar  majeety's  klndneee 
to  yoor  royal  brother,  wnilst  he  was  so  happjr  as 
to  be  with  yon,  was  much  heightened  by  seeing 
him  after  hb  miraculous  escape  at  hb  return  to 
OS,  in  which  the  enemies  of  yoar  royal  family 
and  government  may  dearly  discover,  by  what 
divine  care  it  ie  aasbted  and  protected,  and 
though  the  klndneee^  justice,  and  moderation, 
and  exempbry  loyalty,  which  he  has  evidenced 
daring  his  stay  here,  his  oompescing  all  our  dis- 
ordere,  his  sustaining  the  ortnodoz  clergy,  and 
such  as  had  suffered  for  vour  sacred  mi^esty  and 
yoor  blessed  father,  hb  nlllng  all  plaoee  of  pub- 
lic trust,  and  vour  mi^cety's  other  judicatories, 
with  pereons  fitted  for  the  employments  to  which 
they  were  designed,  and  the  laying  sure  fi»unda- 
tions  fpr  a  future  peace  amongst  us,  make  us  un- 
willing to  part  with  so  kind,  su  wise,  and  so  care- 
ful a  prince :  yet  since  your  majesty  doee,  by  your 
gracious  letter,  dated  the  29th  of  April,  tell  us, 
that  your  mnjesty*s  brotherly  affection  to  him, 
moves  you  not  to  ditipense  lunger  with  his  ab- 
sence, than  our  need  did  require ;  w«  do  Ums^i- 
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write  another  to  the  dtike»  **tmd 
thank  him  for  the  ezoeUeot  pattema 
of  goyenunent  he  haa  left  theniy  and  beg 
the  continuance  of  hia  klndneta  aa  one  of 
the  greatest  bletainga  they  can  haTe,  aad 
promiae  their  constant  and  firm  adherence 
to  his  senrice  upon  all  occasions,  and 
beg  he  asay  acquaint  them  with  what 
he  thinks  fit  for  his  majesty's  service,  they 
resolving  to  follow  his  measures  therein,  as 
the  surest  methods  that  can  be  prescribed.^ 
The  managers  were  now  entirely  in  his 
interest ;  but  such  expressions  seem  a  little 
beyond  the  respect  they  owed  to  the  king. 
It  is  not  so  material  to  add,  that  November 
15t]i  this  year,  Mr  Thomas  Gordon  is  ad- 
mitted clerk  to  the  justiciary,  and  Mr 
Thomas  Skene  renounces;  and  under  his 
hand  many  of  the  sentences,  forfeitures, 
and  other  papers  following,  against  the  per- 
secuted, fall  out 

When  thus  a  violent  persecution  of  real 
and  hearty  protestants,  is  going  on  apace 
by  nominal  protestants,  under  the  manage- 
ment of  a  bigotted  papist,  and  thereby  the 
interests  of  popery  are  fast  advancing  in 
Britain  and  IreUind,  the  church  of  France 
are  standing  up  for  their  own  liberties,  and 
at  the  brink  of  casting  off  the  pope,  when 


fore  dutifully  Rcquieewe  in  your  miijesty's 
lutions,  Rod  shaU,  with  all  posaible  zeal  aiid 
assiduity,  follow  these  excellent  patterns  of  gov- 
eminent  which  he  has  left  us,  hoping  that  your 
majesty  will  receive  from  him  most  full  assur- 
ances of  our  duty,  which  should  very  much  in- 
crease upon  our  receiving  so  favourable  an  ac- 
ceptance from  your  majesty,  of  our  mean  en- 
deavours for  your  service,  and  that  you  will, 
by  him,  inform  us  of  your  royal  inclinations  and 
commands,  which  shall  be  carefully  obeyed  by 
us.  Such  as  are  commissionate  by  your  n^jesty, 
for  inquiring  into  the  courts  of  exchequer,  and 
the  affairs  of  the  mint,  have  returned  to  his  royal 
highness,  an  account  of  their  diligence,  and  woy 
the  same  are  stopped,  which  we  humbly  desire 
Tour  sacred  majesty  to  consider,  if  his  royal 
highness  shall  not  be  arrived  before  these  letters 
come  to  your  majesty's  hands,  and  in  which  we 
expect  such  speedy  returns  as  may  best  answer 
to  tlie  f xigeoce  of  vour  mcgesty'a  service  Id  these 
great  concerns.     We  are. 

Your  majesty's  most  humble,  most  faithful, 
and  must  obedient  subjects  and  servants. 
George  Gordon,  chan.     Perth, 
Queensbcrry,  IVeeddale, 

A  thole,  Kintore, 

Montrose,  Livingstone, 

Krrol,  George  Mackenzie, 

Marishall,  A.  Kambay, 

Strathuwrp,  W.  Drummond. 

Southeak, 


fiJlen  kingdom  in  these  Idagdoms  isfiuit 
repairing ;  and  to  gratify  the  curiooa  reader, 
1  have  insert  the  dedarmtion  made  by  the 
French  clergy  in  the  beginning  of  this  year, 
with  the  French  king's  edict  thorespon  ia 
March,*  and  shall  leave  it  to  hianelf  ts 


•  French  kin^s  edict,  Marck,  1682. 

Louis,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  France 
aad  Navarre:    to  all  pnamA  and    to   cmss, 
greeting.     Although  it  be  a  certain  and  uDcaii- 
teated  truth,  Mtablished  upon    tlie    worda  of 
Christ  hims^,  that  our  orown  ia  indepeudaftt 
of  any  power  but  that  of  God  alooe,  we  have 
however  received,  with  tatisfactioD,  the  declar- 
ation which  the  deputies  of  tbe  clergy  of  France, 
assembled  by  our  permiaaioa,  in  our  gooddtyof 
Paris,  have  presented  to  oa,  containing  tieir 
opinion  touchios  the  ecdesiaatical  power:  and  mm 
have  eo  much  the  more  willingly  hearlKened  te 
the  rcqaeat  which  the  said  deputies  have  nsdi 
to  us,  to  csuae  the  aaid  declaration  to  he  p«^ 
liahed  ;  for  that,  it  being  made  hy  on  aoecmbly, 
composed  of  so  many  pereena  equally  raci 
mendahle  for  their  virtue  and  loaming,  and  whe 
have,  with  so  much  seal,  caBpiojred  tbemaclVBa  is 
whatever  may  lie  of  advantage  to  the  charch, 
and  our  aervlce,  the  wisdom  and  modaratieB 
with  which  they  liave  expreaeed  tho  opinion  thai 
ought  to  he  had  on  this  subject,  may  very  aaaeh 
contribute  to  the  cenfinniog  our  aubjecto  ia  lbs 
reapect  wliich  they,  ae  well  aa  we  ought  to  bavt^ 
tor  the  authority  which  God  has  given  to  tht 
church,  and  to  the  toking  away,  at  tbe  sbbm 
time,  froas  the  ministera  of  tlie  pretended  re- 
formied  rcl igloo,  tbe  pretest  they  take  from  tht 
books  of  some  authora,  to  render  the  power  sf 
the  visible  head   of   the  church,  and  the  cen- 
tre of  ecclesiairticai  unity,  odious.      For  thcai 
causes,  and  ether  good  and  weighty  eonaiders* 
tioos  us  thereunto  moving,  aft^  haring  caosrd 
the  said  declaration  to  he  examined  in  our  oooa- 
cil,  we  have,  by  this  our  present,  perpetual,  and 
irrevocable  edict,  said,  establiah«d  and  ordaiocdl, 
do  say,  establuth,  and  ordain,  we  will,  and  it 
pleaseth   ua,  that  the  said  declaration   of  tbe 
opinion  of  the  dergy,  concerning  the  eeclraasticsl 
power,  hereunto  affixed,  under  the  aeal  of  eer 
chancery,  be  registered  in  all  our  courto  of  par- 
liament,  bailiwicks,  senechalsiea,    uiiirersitini 
and  faculties  of  divinity,  and  the  canon  law,  ia 
our  kingdom,  countries,  lands,  and  aeignionsi 
under  our  obedience. 

I.  We  forbid  all  our  subjects,  and  all  etrangm 
being  in  our  kingdom,  as  weli  seculara  aa  regu- 
lars, of  what  order,  oongregatiou,  or  society 
they  arc,  to  teach  in  their  houses,  collies,  sr 
seminaries,  or  to  writo  any  thing  contrary  is 
the  doctrine  contained  in  the  same. 

II.  We  command  that  those  which  ahall  fir 
the  future  be  chosen  to  teach  divinity  in  the 
colleges  of  every  university,  whether  they  be 
seculars  or  regulars,  shall,  before  they  perform 
that  function,  in  the  colleges,  or  houKes  secular 
er  regular,  subscribe  the  said  declaration  in  tbe 
registers  of  the  faculties  of  divinity,  and  promiae 
to  teach  the  doctrine  therein  contained  ;  and 
(hat  the  syndics  of  the  faculties  of  divinity  shall 
present  to  the  ordinaries  of  the  places,  and  to  the 
utturnevs-goneral,  copies  of  the  aaid  aubscrip- 

\  \\oii«,  «\\^\\«»i  \>>i  \.\x«  cvt^latera  of  the  aaid  fitoultiea. 
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make  ft  parallel  betwixt  this  and  the  act  of 
lopremacy,  and  other  things  now  to  eageiij 

III.  That  in  all  the  coUeget  and  housMof 
tiM  nid  unlTcrtltlet,  where  there  shall  be  many 
profeeaors,  whether  MoaUurs  or  rafulan,  one  of 
thea  i^all  be  obliged  trtrj  year  to  teaoh  the 
doctrine  contained  in  the  said  declaration ;  and 
in  the  colleges,  where  there  shall  be  only  ona 
profeasor,  he  shall  be  obliged  to  teach  the  same 
ercrr  third  year. 

iV.  We  command  the  syndles  of  the  fseolty 
of  dlTiaity,  to  present  cTery  year,  before  the 
opaning  of  the  lectures,  to  the  archbishops  or 
blabapa  of  the  plaess  where  they  are  esublished, 
and  to  send  to  oar  attomeys-«sneral,  the  names 
of  the  professors  who  shsll  bays  the  charge  of 
teaching  the  said  doctrine ;  and  we  command 
tba  said  professors  to  present  to  the  said  prelates, 
wad  to  ear  attorneys-general,  the  writings  which 
thar  shall  dictate  to  their  scholars,  when  they 
bImjI  be  by  tharo  thereto  reqoirsd. 

V.  Wa  wili,  that  no  bachelor,  whether  secular 
or  rcralar,  shall,  for  the  future,  be  licensed  in 
diWnitv,  or  tbeoanon  law,  oor  receired  a  doctor, 
till  ha  naa  maintained  the  said  doctrine,  in  one 
of  hb  Theses,  which  he  shall  make  appMr  to 
tboae  that  haTe  right  of  conferring  the  said  de- 
yraas  In  ths  unirersities. 

VI.  We  exhort,  and  also  enioin,  all  arch- 
blahopa  and  bishops  of  our  kingdom,  countriee, 
landa,  and  seigniorirs  under  our  obedience,  to 
OBiploy  their  authority,  in  causing  the  doctrine 
ooiitained  in  the  said  declaration  of  the  said  de- 
potlea  of  the  clergy,  to  be  taught  in  their  dio- 


prened.  I  haye  farther  added  a  pro- 
teetation  of  the  general  assembly  of  ^^"' 

decrees  and  liberties  of  the  Galilean  church, 
(with  so  much  zeal  contended  for  by  our  ances- 
tors) and  cTen  to  undermine  the  ftrandation  of 
them,  which  is  buUt  upon  the  holy  canons,  and 
the  tradition  of  the  fathers;  nor  are  those  want- 
ing, who,  under  pretence  of  those  liberties,  are 
not  afraid  to  leaseo  the  snpremaoy  of  St  Peter, 


VII.  We  command  the  deans  and  syndics  of 
the  faculties  of  diyinity,  to  take  care  of  the  ex- 
neotlon  of  these  presents,  on  pain  of  answering 
tha  contrary  in  their  own  and  prirate  cspaci- 
tica. 

So  we  giro  charge  to  our  well-beloyed  and 
trmsty  holding  our  courts  of  parliament,  that 
they  cause  these  our  present  letters,  in  form  of 
an  edict,  to  be  read,  published,  and  registered, 
together  with  the  said  declaration  of  the  clergy, 
in  the  registers  of  our  said  courts,  bailiwicks, 
aanechalsies,  and  universities,  within  their 
Jurisdiction,  and  that  they  see  the  same  ob- 
aarred,  without  suffering  any  contravention 
therein,  directly  or  indirectly;  and  that  they 
{HToceed  against  the  offenders  in  such  manner  as 
tbey  shall  think  fit,  according  to  the  exigency  of 
the  case;  for  such  is  our  pleasure.  And  that 
the  same  may  remain  firm  and  established  for 
crer,  we  hare  caused  our  seal  to  be  put  to  these 
presents. 

Given  at  St  Gerraains  in  Laye,  in  the  month 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  grace  1688,  and 
of  our  reign,  the  thirty-ninth. 

(Signed)  LOUIS. 

And  lower,  by  the  king,  Colbert,  Visa  le  Tel- 
lier,  and  sealed  with  the  great  seal,  on  green 


Kegistered,  the  attomey-genrml  being  heard, 
and  requiring  it,  that  they  may  be  put  in  exe- 
cution, aecording  to  their  form  and  tenor,  pur- 
suant to  the  order  of  this  day.  At  Paris,  in 
parliament,  the  twenty. third  of  March,  1682. 
(Signed)  DONGOIS. 

The  Dedaralion  of  the  Clerpy  of  Franccy  con- 
cerning tfie  ecclesiastical  jtower. 
Many  there  are  who  endeavour  to  Invade  the 


and  his  successors  the  popes  of  Rome,  Instituted 
bv  Christ,  the  obedience  due  to  them  from  all 
Chrbtianit  and  the  mi^esty  of  the  apostolic  see, 
(revered  by  all  people)    wherein  the   iaith   ia 

? reached,  and  the  unity  of  the  chnrch  preserved. 
Neither  do  the  heretics  omit  any  thing,  whereby 
they  mav  render  the  power  by  which  the  peace 
of  the  church  is  preserved,  grievous  and  odious 
to  princes  and  thdr  subjects;  and  by  these 
frauds,  they  withdraw  the  simple  from  the 
communion  of  their  mother  the  church,  and  of 
Christ.  To  prevent  which  evils,  we  the  arch- 
bishops and  bishops,  met  at  Paris  by  the  king*s 
command,  representing  the  Gallican  churdi, 
with  other  ecclesiastiod  persons  deputed  to- 
gether with  us,  have,  after  mature  deliberation, 
thought  fit  that  the  following  articles  should  b« 
established  and  declared. 

I.  lliat  the  power  of  things  spiritual,  and 
such  as  belong  to  our  etemu  ssJvatioo,  waa 
given  by  God  to  St  Peter,  and  his  successors 
Cb rise's  vicars,  and  to  his  church,  but  not  that 
of  things  civil  and  temporal,  our  Lord  saying, 
**  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world."  And 
again,  **  Render  therefore  unto  Cmar  the  things 
that  are  Csesar's,  and  unto  God  the  things  that 
are  God's ;"  and  this  is  meant  by  tha  words  of 
the  apostle,  "  Let  every  soul  be  subject  to  the 
higher  powers ;  for  all  power  is  from  God,  and 
allpowers  are  ordained  by  God.  He  therefore 
that  resisteth,  resisteth  the  ordinance  of  God.'* 
That  therefore  kings  and  princes  are  not,  by 
the  command  of  God,  subject  in  things  temporal 
to  anv  ecclesiastical  power,  neither  can  they, 
directlv  or  indirectly,  be  deposed  by  the  power 
of  the  keys  of  the  church,  nor  their  subjects  be 
freed  from  their  dutv  and  obedience,  and  oath 
of  allegiance.  And  that  this  opinion,  necessary 
for  the  public  peace,  and  no  less  useful  to  the 
church  toan  the  state,  is  to  be  maintained  as  al- 
together agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  the  tra- 
dition of  the  fathers,  and  the  examples  of  the 
saints. 

II.  But  that  this  full  power  of  things  spiritual, 
is  so  in  the  apostolical  see,  and  St  Peter's  succes- 
sors the  vicars  of  Christ,  as  that  with  all  the 
decreets  of  the  holy  economical  council  of  Con- 
stance,  made  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  sessions 
concerning  the  authority  of  general  councils, 
which  have  been  approved  by  the  apostolic  see, 
and  confirmed  by  tne  practice  of  toe  popes  of 
Rome,  and  of  the  whole  church,  and  always 
religiously  observed  bv  the  Gallican  church,  are 
in  lull  force,  and  continue  unalterable;  and  that 
the  Gallican  church  condemns  those  that  would 
take  from  the  force  of  those  decrees,  as  if  their 
authority  was  doubted,  or  less  approved,  or 
would  apply  them  only  to  the  times  of  schisms. 

III.  That  therefore  the  use  of  this  apostolic 
power,  is  to  be  moderated  by  the  canons  made 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  consecrated  by  the 
reverence  of  the  whole  world ;  that  likewise  the 
orders,  customs,  and  statutes,  teo^vx^d  ^^  nVvv^ 
crown  and  the  GaWican  0&\i\<i^>  ax^  «K  \«^^«> 
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the  cler^  of  France,  May  Gth, 
agaiuit  some  encroachmenti  they 
apprehended  were  going  to  he  made  on 
them  by  the  pope.*  And  the  reader,  if  he 
pleaeet,  may  compare  it  with  the  carriage 
of  the  hishopi  and  dei^gy  in  Scotland, 
who  were  more  the  duke  of  York's  ser- 
vants, than  the  Oallican  church  would  be 
thought  to  be  of  the  pope.  Indeed  the 
French  king  turned  all  these  good  appear- 
ances to  a  politic,  and  serTed  his  own  ends 
from  them,  and  when  that  was  over,  soon 
made  up  the  seeming  breach. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the  king 
signified  to  the  council,  that  8ir  John 
Cochran  of   Ochiltree,   and    Sir   George 


and  that  the  bounds  fixed  by  the  fathers  ouf^ht 
to  rrmain  unmnoTed ;  and  that  it  oenoemt  the 
grpatiiets  of  the  apostolio  see,  that  the  statutes 
and  customs,  confirmed  by  the  consent  of  so 
great  a  see,  and  of  the  whole  church,  should 
be  established  upon  a  firm  foundation. 

IV.  'lliat  in  questions  concerning  faith  the 
pope  has  the  diiet'  part,  and  that  all  and  singu- 
lar churches  are  concerned  In  his  decrees ;  but 
that  however  his  decisions  are  not  unreformable, 
witliout  the  consent  of  the  church. 

V.  Which  doctrines  we  have  received  from 
the  fathers,  do  decree  to  be  sent  to  all  the  Gal- 
ilean rhnrcheN,  and  to  the  bishops,  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  pnwiding  over  them,  that  we  may  all  say 
the  same  thing,  and  be  all  of  the  same  mind. 

Signed  by  the  arrhbishop  ot  Paris,  president, 
the  archbishop  of  Kheims,  six  other  archbish- 
ops, by  twenty-six  bishops,  and  the  rest  of  the 
deputies  of  the  clerey. 

Ilegistrated  in  tne  parliament  of  Fari%  the 
S3d  of  March,  lti82. 

•  k^lestatio  clcri  Gallicani,  May  6/A,  1G»i<2. 

Kcclesia  Gallicana  suin  se  regit  Icgibus,  pro- 
pria-Houe  consuetudines  inviolate  custodit,  qui- 
DUN  Oallicaui  ]Miiitifices  majoresque  nostri,  nulla 
definitione,  nuilaque  authoritate  denupitum  esse 
Toluerunt,  et  quas  ipKl  summi  pontificcs  agnos- 
cere  et  laudare  dignati  sunt ;  prope  tamen  e«t  ut 
]»erfringHntur  leges  j untie,  quasprisca  Galliarum 
religio,  nivrrendHque  vetustas,  inconcussas  fere- 
runt;  ecceetenim,  quod  sine  acerbiwimo  animi 
sensu  dici  non  potest,  hisce  annls  superioribus, 
per  provincias  Galliarum  et  civitates,  literal 
apostolirse  seminata  sunt,  quibus  antiqua  Gal- 
licanap  ecdesia  jura  et  patri»  iustituta  aperte 
violantur ;  ex  his  scilicet  intelligimus,  de  regni 
ecclesiarumque  nostrarum  negotiis,  contra  mo- 
res uostros  usurpatam  esse  cogtiitionem,  in 
auditis  partibus,  pronunciata  juuiria,  jtirisdic- 
tlonem  episcoporum  conculcatam ;  deiiique  con- 
tra canonem  ecclesiasticum,  et  contra  consue- 
tudines  iiiustrissima  Gallicanae  ecclesie  metro- 
politte,  gladium  cxcommunicationis  intentatum 
esse. 

Dolet  dcrus  Gallicanus,  queriturque  ex  his 
et  all  18  qum  exindo  facia  Hiint,  oppretmas  liber- 


Utc3  eccfeHinrum,  jierturbiitam  ercU-si«  forman\,  \ 
^ihium  dedei'.UM  poutifii-ali  ordini,  lenniuusHue  \ 


Campbell  had  cone  np  froai  a^fcnl  of  hit 
subjects  in  Soothnd,  m  eomnUbiiers  to 
deal  with  him  anent  a  setflenent  in  Gvo- 
lina,  and  reoommenda  to  the  eomicQ  to  ca- 
coonige  them  therein;  so  flmt  wftjatercr 
meetings  might  fUI  in  afterwards  oader 
this  covert,  jret  such  a  design  was  at  fint 
really  projected,  however  some  EngU 
writers  ridicule  it 

Since  writing  what  is  above,  the  honour- 
able Mr  William  Carmichael,  brother  to  tbe 
earl  of  Hjmdford,  has  done  me  the  favoor 
to  send  me  the  original  bond  among  tie 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  as  to  their  settle- 
ment at  Carolina,  bearing  in  the  body  of  it 
a  contract  betwixt  Sir  John  Cochran  ani 


per  perruptoo  qnoa  patrea  noatrl  oooatitiMnsl, 
et  ne  ofllrium  et   causam  suam  dcaerere,  sal 
prKvarSeari  buk  dignltati,  cedeaiammque  ni- 
rum  oommodis   Tiileatur  puUica  eonCcatatisuF 
obloqui  contra,  et  inrriis  silentii  a  se  movere 
cttlpam  decrevit,  ut  rxempio  patrum  aaonim  Is 
poat«rum  provisum  sit,  ne  quid  noepra  poffk 
juribus  et  libertatibus  ecdesln  Gallk-«tis»«  eaqiK 
magfs  inclinat  in  earn  sententiam,  quod  sumoiiii 
pontlfex  Innoeentlus  11.  aoerum  aatiqaomsB  cc 
canonlc«  disciplinie  severus  actor*  nou  paticcur 
fieri  iniuriam  decretis  suorum  predecessorum  ex 
canonibus  promulgatis,  qui  rescindcbant  quic- 
quid   subreptum  cuiitra   privata    pruvindarum 
jura,  nolebant  aiquidem  eoclesiorum  privilit'ia, 
quie  semper  amservauda  sunt,  confuiidi ;  pr»- 
terea  clerus  idem    Gallicanus  profcasua  aalcs 
omnein  reverentiam  obedientihmque  quara  srm- 
per  exhibuit,  perpetuoque  exhibitumsi  ent  ratbf- 
dras  Petri,  in  qua  potentiorem  a^oacit  princi- 
patum  coram  clarissimo  domino  Joanne  Bapt»u 
lauro    protonotario    apostolloo,   et    iiundatnnr 
apostolical   Galliarum  auditor!,  proteMtari  coo- 
stituit,  dcut  de  fiM:to  prot«tatur  per  pmssalft, 
ne  Uteris  pontifidis  datis  ad  episcupiim  Apani- 
iensem  die  secundo  Octobrls,  16H0,  ad  eededs 
Apamiensis  rapltulum,  eo<leca  socan4o  Odabriii 
ad  episcopum  Tolosanum,  die  primo  Januanit 
1681,  ad  monlales  sen  canonisaaa  regulares  cur- 
gregationis  beatu  Maria  Virginia,  oiaiiiisteril  ^ 
Cbaronne,  din  septimo  Augusti,  et  Quindedais 
Octobrls,  ItiSO,  vd  aliis  exTnde  et  illarum  vir- 
tnte  actis  et    secutis    quibuscunque,   dammns 
aliquod  seu  prcjudii*ium  juribua  enslimias  GsUi- 
cann  fieri  possit,  neve  quhi  in  aliis  locia  et  tein- 
poribus,  hoc  in  exemplum  et  in  nuctorititem 
trahat,  aut   antiquoa    ccdesic  oaiiooca,  avits» 
regni  consuetudiues,  receptosque  morea  crdH« 
Gallicanfe    oppugnare    audeat,    aut     proplerrs 
quidquam  sibi  licere  existiniet,  immo  vera  netfs 
nesciat   hoc  nihil   obstare,   quominuti   caiionei, 
consuetudiues,  jura  et  libertates  ejuHciem  ecde- 
siai  pristinam  vim  et  integram    autboritatfV 
retineaut  et  custudiant. 

Uoc  clerus  Gallicanus  sibi  suisque  privUq;iU 
cautum  consultumque  volult,  et  omnibus  noioai 
esMe,  lie  qui*  ignorantitf  causam  pra*texat. 

Datum  ill  luimitiis  gencniiibus  deri   (»allioS' 
i\l,  l.utctia!  habltU,  1C^3.  die  sexto  Mail. 
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Ofoqpe  Campbell,  and  the  lords  pro- 
pn^tora  si  Carolina,  for  a  county  eonrist^ 
im  of  thirtjr-two  square  plats,  em:h  of 
jfrhjich  consiated  of  twelve  thouaand  acres, 
n\  a  poony  per  acre,  quit  rent,  with  clauses 
ueedless  here  to  be  resuned,  and  an  oblige- 
ipcnt  of  the  undertakers  to  advance  ten 
pounds  sterling^  each,  to  Sir  Robert  Baird 
cash-keeper,  before  the  first  of  October 
1682,  for  each  hundred  acres,  and  other  ten 
poonds  sterlings  if  need  be,  for  chai^^es, 
inth  a  cUuse  of  renunciation  to  the  under- 
takers, from  Sir  John  Cochran  and  Sir 
George  Campbell,  and  tlie  ordinary  clause 
of  rcfistration  and  procuratory.  The  sub- 
ocribers  are  about  thirty-six,  Callander, 
Cardross,  Haddington,  Yester,  P.  Hume  of 
Polwart,  Archibald  Cockbum,  Archibald 
Douglas,  Geoi|ne  Lockhart,  Alexander  Gil- 
■lour,  &C.  Thisy  I  hope,  with  what  is 
ohovo  in  the  registers,  will  suffice  to  stop 
the  months  of  such  as  give  out  there  was 
■o  real  design  for  a  settlement  at  Carolina, 
and  that  it  was  only  a  pretext  to  (K>lour 
their  meetings  about  the  plot  we  shall 
afterwards  hear  of. 


SRCT.  II. 

€}f  the  procedtire,  proclanuUions,  cammu- 
giont,  amd  other  actaufs  of  the  cotmcil 

.  agttmst  coi»enticle$,  and  suffering  pres- 
bjfteriane  this  $fear, 

Bbvoke  I  come  to  lay  before  the  reader  the 
oppression  and  persecution  through  the 
oonntry,  as  well  as  that  of  particuhir  per- 
■ooa,  it  will  be  fit  in  this  section  to  give, 
from  the  registers,  the  foundations  laid  for 
koth  by  the  managers,  in  their  acts,  procla- 
irfttV**,  and  extensive  commissions  to  par- 
tieular  persons,  which  were  very  nume- 
roas  this  year.  January  5th, "  the  council 
miderstanding  there  have  been  of  late  con- 
Tonticles  kept  in  East-Lothian,  and  that 
they  increase,  and  seditions  preachers  lurk 
ill  those  bounds,  do  appoint  the  laird  of 
Meldmm  to  be  a  aheriff-depute  of  East^ 
Lothian,  and  empower  him  jointly  with 
Ei|[leacaimy  already  sheriff-depute,  or  by 
himself,  to  prosecute  and  pursue  persons 
guilty  of  those  disorders,  by  finings,  impri- 
sonments, and  disstpating  their  meetings. 


declaring  this  commission  is  only  as  .^., 
to  these  disorders  abovemeutione:). 

The  declaration  published  at  Laimrk, 
brought  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  that 
shire,  and  upon  this  score  we  shall  after- 
wards see  William  Harvey  condemned. 
Besides  what  hath  been  already  noticed, 
that  matter  had  been  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee for  public  affiiirs,  and  their  report 
agreed  to  in  council  follows,  vidth  the  in- 
structions given  to  major  White. 

Report  from  the  committee^  and  instructions 
to  major  White. 

"  The  report  underwritten,  brought  in  from 
the  committee  for  public  affairs,  anent  the 
insolence  committed  lately  at  Lanark,  was 
approven  of  by  his  royal  highness  and 
council,  and  sununons  ordered  to  be  issued 
out  against  the  magistrates  and  council  of 
Lanark,  conform  thereto,  of  which  report 
the  tenor  follows.  The  committee  is  of 
opinion,  that  it  will  be  fit  to  delay  the 
sending  of  a  committee  of  council  to  the 
west  for  some  time,  until  his  royal  high- 
ness be  forther  informed  of  the  condition  of 
the  shire  of  Lanark.  The  committee  has 
offered  to  your  lordships*  consideration,  the 
draught  of  some  instructions  to  be  given 
to  major  White,  who  is  to  command  the 
forces  in  Lanarkshire,  for  your  lordships* 
approbation.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  letters  should  be  direct  against 
the  present  magistrates  and  council  of  Lan- 
ark, at  the  advocate's  instance,  for  the 
neglect  of  their  duty,  in  not  raising  the 
town,  and  opposing  these  vilhuns  that  pub- 
lished that  infomous  libel,  at  the  least  for 
not  pursuing  after  them,  and  detecting  and 
discovering  them.*' 

Instructions  given  by  his  royal  highness  and 
lords  of  council  to  major  White^  who 
is  tqjpointed  to  command  the  forces  to  b<. 
sent  to  the  shire  of  Lanark, 

"  1st  You  are  to  get  a  list  from  the  clerk  of 
the  justice-court,  of  the  persons  forfeited, 
or  denounced  fugitives,  for  being  in  the 
late  rebellion. 

«  2dly.  You  are  to  inform  yourself  where 
these  rebels  do  haunt  and  lurk,  and  do 
your  best  to  seize  the  i^«xw«n»  ^A.  «vw\\  i*^ 
have  not  taken  \Vie  \»\k^,  wA  \\sv^tvi»vl 
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1682.  ^^'"'^^  present  them  to  justice,  or 

otherwise  dri^e  them  out  of  the  shire, 

and  to  acquaint  the  next  sheriffs  where  they 

are  gone,  to  the  best  of  your  information,  and 

order  them  to  seise  upon  them. 

"Sdly,  You  are  particuhuiy  to  seiie 
these  rebels  in  the  town  of  Lanark,  that 
haye  not  taken  the  bond,  and  imprison 
their  persons,  and  give  account  of  their 
names. 

**  4thly,  You  are  to  inform  yourself  of  the 
resetters,  aiders,  and  abettors  of  the  rebels, 
and  especially  of  any  heritors  that  do  so, 
and  send  in  a  list  of  their  names  to  the 
council,  and  in  the  meantime  to  put  them 
under  caution  for  their  appearance  when 
called. 

**  5thly,  You  are  to  concur  with  any  who 
shall  be  appointed  for  uplifting  the  rents 
and  moveables  of  these  rebels  who  are  for- 
feited or  fugitive,  and  to  inform  yourself  of 
what  sums  are  due  to  them,  and  be  careful, 
that  none  of  these  rebels,  or  any  of  their 
friends  or  relations,  or  any  others  to  their 
behoof,  enjoy  any  of  their  rents  or  movea- 
bles, and  to  hinder  them  or  their  tenants  to 
plow,  sow,  or  possess  the  lands  by  them- 
selves or  their  tenants,  until  they  find  cau- 
tion to  pay  the  rents  to  the  king,  or  his 
donator  or  collector. 

"  6thly,  You  are  particularly  to  inform 
yourself  of  these  vilUins,  that  upon  the  12th 
instant,  published  that  infamous  libel  at  the 
cross  of  Lanark,  and  to  seize  upon,  and  se- 
cure their  persons.  As  also  to  inform  your- 
self of  their  resetters,  aiders,  or  assisters, 
and  who  are  their  masters,  and  send  in  lists 
of  their  names,  and  what  proof  can  be  had 
against  them,  and  in  the  meantime  to  put 
them  under  caution,  as  aforesaid. 

"  7thly,  You  are  to  be  careful  to  dissi- 
pate conventicles,  and  apprehend  any  va^ 
grant  or  fugitive  ministers,  and  send  them 
into  the  council  prisoners,  that  they  may 
be  secured  and  proceeded  against  according 
to  law." 

No  reflections  are  necessary  upon  these : 
the  major  was  a  very  fit  hand  to  be  em- 
ployed in  a  work  of  this  nature ;  and  we 
shall  afterward  meet  with  him  clothed  ^ith 
Dew  and  larger  powers.     Many  bonds  were 


west ;  hut  duke  Hamilton  interposed,  and 
got  matters  a  little  aoftened,  as  shall  be  ob- 
served. 

January  27th,  CSaverhouse  being  sent 
into  Galloway  with  a  troop  of  guards,  to 
execute  the  military  orders  given  him, 
(which  I  have  not  seen.)  **  The  council 
allow  him  to  make  use  ci  the  house  or 
chapel  beUmging  to  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  to 
keep  guard  in,  and  in  the  house  at  Kirk- 
cudbright, belonging  to  Sir  Robert  Max- 
well, and  allow  him  to  call  for,  and  com- 
mune with  the  rebels,  or  any  suspect  to 
have  been  in  the  rebeliion  from  Galloway, 
and  grant  him  power  to  give  them  safe 
conducts,  not  exceeding  fourteen  days,  to 
pass  and  repass,  and  commune  with  him. 
These  powers  to  continue  during  pleasure." 
And  January  30th,  they  grant  him  a  com- 
mission, as  Sheriflf  of  Wigton,  to  punish  all 
disorders,  disturbance  of  the  peace,  and 
church  irregularities  in  Kiriccudbrigbt, 
Annandale,  Wigton,  and  Dumfries,  as  tbf 
commission  bears.*    We  shall  in  the  (ol- 


•  Commitsion  to  Claverhmte /or  Wigtoth 
Jtnmary  31  sf,  1682. 

Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c,  meting. 
Forasmuch  as  we  have  already  thought  fit  to 
give  and  grant  to  John  Graham  of  Clarerhoosf, 
a  oommission  to  be  sheriff  of  the  shire  of  ^'\g- 
ton,  fallen  in  our  hands,  with  the  haill  powen, 
privileges,  and  casualties  bek>nglng  to  Uie  aiJ 
office,  during  our  pleasure;  and  oonsidenuc* 
that  several  persons  of  disaffected  and  seditioui 
principles,  in  the  shires  of  Wigtonand  Damfriei> 
and  the  stewartriee  of  Kircudbright  and  Annan- 
dale,  have,  for  disquiet  and  disturbance  of  tbe 
pea4»,  for  divers  years  past,  not  only  dossrted 
tbe  public  ordinances  in  their  pariah  cborches, 
haunted  and  frequented  rebellions  field-oonven- 
tides,  and  committed  divers  other  diaordcis  ef 
that  nature,  to  the  great  scandal  of  raligittn,aDd 
contempt  of  our  government,  but  Utelv  did 
break  forth  into,  and  joined  in  an  open  and  »ost 
treasonable  rebellion,  and  notwithstanding  of 
the  many  reiterated  offers  of  our  graciouaindeflQ* 
nity  to  them,  they  continue  in  their  fonner 
wicked  and  rebellious  practices,  being  enoouraged 
therein  by  the  not  due  execution  of  our  law*, 
and  hopes  of  impunity,  by  their  akulking  from 
one  place  to  another,  when  they  are  cited  befort 
our  judicatories,  and  pursued  and  aoofkt  for  by 
our  forces ;  and  we  being  fully  resolved,  that  onr 
laws  shiJl  be  put  to  due  and  vigorous  ssaeutioo 
against    these    delinquents,    and    theaa    rrbeb 


command  the  said  John  Graham  of  CUverboust, 


taken  for  compearance  before  the  council, '  ^^  ^jj  y^^^^  ,,j^  ,,jg  deputes  and  sobstitotem 
and  gencnl  Dalziel   was   afterwards  scnl\  tVie  v«noa%  \wv>aLMA\iv^  waA  redding  in  \ht 
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lowingf  sectioa  have  tome  conseqaents  of 
this  large  comminion.  May  15th,  Clap 
Terhoiue  gets  the  councirs  thanks,  for  hk 
diligence  in  ezecntiiig  his  oommission  in 
Galloway. 

Upon  the  3d  of  Fehraary,  to  sopport  the 
foroes  sent  under  Clayerhouse  and  others, 
the  council  emit  a  proclamation  anent  fur- 
Bishing  com,  hay,  md  straw  to  the  forces. 
Which,  instead  of  easing  the  country,  as 
was  promised  at  the  parliament,  turned 
about  to  be^a  new  and  heayy  imposition. 
The  narrative  takes  notice  that  formeriy 
the  soldiers  not  being  exactly  paid,  could 
not  give  money  for  what  sustenance  they 
reeelyed  from  the  country  round  them,  but 
only  gate  receipts  which  were  allowed  by 
the  collectors  of  the  cess,  yet  now  their  pay 
imd  sustenance-money  being  well  settled, 
they  are  in  case  to  pay  for  com,  hay,  and 
straw,  and  so  the  country  will,  instead  of 
being  burdened  by  them,  be  the  better  of 
them.  Yet  complaints  continuing  of  not 
payment,  the  sheriff  and  two  of  the  conmiis- 
sioners  of  supply  are  ordered  to  meet,  and 
cause  provide  the  forces  in  garrison,  or 
otherwise,  in  each  shire,  with  com,  hay,  and 
straw,  at  the  usual  rates  of  the  country,  the 
soldier  being  enabled  to  give  ready  money; 
«f  the  aherifis  neglect,  they  are  to  be  pro- 


nid  iblrt  of  WSgten,  guilty  of  witbdntwirif 
from  the  public  ordiiwiices,  iu  tb«ir  paritio 
chnrvbts,  sfnoo  onr  Iste  act  of  indemnUy,  as 
also  the  penona  guilty  of  ooovoDtioloi,  disorderly 
BaptimM  and  marriagaa,  harbouriug  and  rcaet- 
ting  of  rebala  during  tho  laid  space,  and  to 
M  UDd  exact  the  fioee  conform  to  the 


acts  of 

parliament,  and  to  do  and  perform  every  thing 
reqniaite  and  neceaeary,  for  putting  the  same  to 
duo  Mid  vifOflona  ezeeutioii;  and  considering, 
that  the  peraona  ^guilty  of  these  disorders,  do 
remore  from  one  jurisdiction  to  another,  when 
fbcy  art  called  in  question  and  pursued ;  and 
I^Mt  we  find  it  neeeaaary  for  our  service,  in  this 
SKlgent,  that  the  persons  guilty  of  these  disor- 
ders. In  the  places  adjacent,  within  the  said  shire 
af  Domfiriee,  and  atewartries  of  Kirkcudbright 
and  Annandale,  to  be  brought  tojustice,  in  order 
lb  the  reducing  that  country  to  the  due  obedience 
of  omr  laws,  and  the  eccuring  the  peace  of  our 
gOTcrnuBcnt,  we,  with  advice  foresaid,  do  hereby 
noaaiaate  and  appoint  the  said  John  Graham  of 
ClaTerhottse,  to  be  our  depute  within  the  said 
Juriadictions,  for  putting  iu  execution  our  laws 
against  trans|pressors  and  deiinqueuts,  in  the 
casee  foreeaid,  and  to  uplift  and  exact  the  penal* 
tkea  incurred  by^  them  thereby.  It  is  hereby 
deolared,  that  this  commimlon  is  no  ways  to  lie 
prejudicial  to  the  right  of  jurisdiction,  belonging 


ceeded  against,  and  if  the  country  .^^ . 
refuse,  they  are  to  be  fined  and  im- 
prisoned. And  if  the  soldiers  refuse  to  pay 
ready  money  they  are  to  be  proceeded 
against  according  to  law.  By  this  act  the 
oppressed  country  people  were  ol>liged  to 
bring  provision,  and  the  execution  of  this 
was  well  seen  to ;  but  when  the  money  was 
not  paid,  as  was  most  frequent,  no  redress 
could  be  had  against  the  soldiers,  who,  in 
this,  and  most  things,  were  both  parties  and 
judges,  and  no  complaints  could  be  easily 
tabled  agunst  the  army,  and  when  made, 
they  were  generally  neglected. 

February  10th,  the  coimcil  grant  the 
same  powers  in  the  shire  of  Lanark,  to 
major  White  and  Meldmm,  that  Claver- 
house  hath  in  Galloway,  but  superadd  a 
justiciary  power  against  all  below  heritors, 
who  have  been  in  the  rebellion.  This  com- 
mission was,  in  March,  a  little  superseded, 
by  the  interposition  of  the  duke  of  Hamil- 
ton. 

Because  the  presbyterians  in  the  town 
of  Edinbui^h,  now  when  conventicles  were 
but  rare,  could  best  be  reached  as  to  bap- 
tisms and  marriages,  therefore  the  council, 
March  2d,  grant  power  to  major  Johnston, 
to  pursue  persons  in  the  town  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  liberties  thereof,  guilty  of  disor- 


to  the  sheriff  of  Damfriles,  and  stewards  of  the 
stewartries  of  Kirkcudbrlcht  and  Annandale, 
and  that  the  said  John  GriQiam  Is  only  to  pro- 
ceed and  do  justice  in  the  cases  foresaid,  wheu 
he  is  the  first  attacker.  And  further,  we,  with 
advice  foresaid,  have  thought  fit  to  give  and 
rrant,  and  do  hereby  give  and  grant  to  the  said 
John  Graham  of  Claverhouae,  our  full  power, 
authority,  and  commisaion,  as  justice  in  that 
part,  to  call  before  him  any  person,  not  being 
heritor,  who  shall  be  apprehended  for  being  in 
the  late  rebellion,  ana  nave  not  in  due  time 
taken  the  benefit  of  our  gracious  act  of  indem- 
tiity ;  and  for  that  effect,  to  fence  and  hold  courts, 
create  clerks,  sergeants,  dempeters,  and  other 
members  of  court  needful,  and  to  call  assizes  and 
witnesses  as  often  as  need  be,  absents  to  amer- 
ciate, unlaws  and  amerciaments  to  uplift  and 
eaiact,  and,  in  the  said  courts,  to  put  the  said 
persons  to  knowledge  and  trial  of  an  assize,  and, 
according  as  they  shall  be  found  innocent  or 
guilty,  that  he  shall  cause  justice  to  be  adminis- 
trate on  them,  according  to  the  laws  and  acts  of 
parliament  or  this  reaJm ;  promitten.  to  hold 
firm  and  suble  whatsoever  tnings  be  shall  law- 
fully  do  in  the  premises.  Given  under  our 
signet  at  Edinburgh,  the  last  day  of  January, 
1688,  and  of  our  reign  the  thirty-fourth  year. 
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dcrly  marriiiget   and    biptisiiit,  in]  the  comioil,  "oooriderinif  the  increaM  of 


'  tenni^  of  the  mot  4tb,  pari,  ist,  and 
act  6th,  sen.  2d,  and  act  2d,  eeas.  Sd,  and  act 
4th9  of  thia  current  pariiament^  and  the 
council  declare  they  will  reward  him  ao 
cordiug  to  hie  diligence,  out  of  the  fines  of 
the  delinquents.  Thia  was  matter  of  sore 
oppression  to  many ;  and,  in  a  short  time, 
we  shall  hear  that  gifts  of  these  fines,  in 
other  burghsy  were  given  to  oCheri^  and 
Tost  sums  raised  by  compositions. 

Upon  application  made  to  the  oouncO,  by 
the  heritors  of  the  shire  of  Lanark,  they 
pass  the  following  act,  March  Ath. 

Act  tuspendmg  the  execution  <^  bonds  ta  the 
shire  qfLanarK 

"  His  royal  highness  liia  m^iesty's  high 
commissioner,  and  lords  of  his  nuyesty*8 
privy  council,  having  considered  some 
humble  offers  made  by  several  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  of  the  shire  of  Lanark,  vis. 
the  lord  duke  of  Hamilton,  the  lords  Sem- 
ple  and  Blantyre,  Cromwell  Lockhart  of 
Lee,  Sir  Willi^  Hamilton  of  Preston,  Sir 
Geoige  Lockhart  of  William 

Hamilton  of  Orbiston,  John  Hope  of  Hope- 
ton,  William  Baily  of  Lammington,  William 
Hamilton  of  Wisbaw,  and  Mr  John  Ban- 
natyne  of  Corehouse,  do  hereby  suspend  all 
further  execution  upon  any  bonds  given  to 
the  sheriff-depute  of  Lanark,  Major  White, 
or  laird  of  Meldrum,  by  the  forenamed  per^ 
sons  their  tenants,  who  have  been  in  use 
to  frequent  any  other  parish  church,  though 
not  their  own,  upon  the  account  of  their 
incurring  the-  penal  statutes,  in  withdraw- 
ing from  the  public  ordinances  in  their 
own  parish  churches,  for  the  time  past 
only,  or  upon  any  decreets  pronounced  by 
them,  or  either  of  them,  upon  that  account, 
as  to  the  said  time  past,  and  that  during 
his  royal  highness  and  the  councirs  pleas- 
ure allenarly,  that  they  may  see  what 
endeavours  the  foresaid  persons  their  mas- 
ters i^'ill  use  to  reclaim  them,  and  what 
success  such  endeavours  shall  have. 

We  shall  afterwards  see,  that  general 
Dalziel  was  sent  to  that  and  other  shires, 
to  bring  heritors  yet  a  greater  leii^^h,  and 
what  followed  thereupon. 

March  f'th,  upon  soiui»  f»;atlit'ring  at  Ilad- 


dw^'ton,  ofwbii'b  I  cannot  givo  an  aceoi.wt,  Uwwo,  \\\  ^rosccutiou.  of  the  Liws  and  iicU 


eonTtnticles  and  disorders  in  tho  shire  of 
Haddington,  do  command  Eaglescum 
riioriff-dflpute,  and  lieutenant  Thomas  Win- 
dram,  to  call  before  them  persons  guilty  of 
disorders  and  oonventides  in  Preston, 
Prestonpans,  Tnnent,  Seton,  Cockenny, 
and  pass  sentence,  and  put  the  laws  in  ez- 
aeation  against  them,  and  report  against 
the  84th  of  March.*'  March  14th,  npoo 
information  of  a  field  conventicle  lately 
k^t  in  Kinroas-diire,  the  council  order 
the  eari  of  Balcarras,  with  concurrence  of 
Sir  WiUbun  Bmoe,  to  pursue  and  pumsh 
tho  persons  guilty,  with  the  utmost  sever- 
ity of  law,  that  in  the  beginning  these  £s- 
orders  may  be  crushed.  Bfarch  21st,  the 
lord  Livingstone  is  aUowed  to  act  alone  ia 
Kirkcudbright,  in  holding  oourta,  since 
Orchardton  is  indisposed;  and  a  party  ef 
the  forces  is  ordered  to  wait  on  him.  At 
the  same  time,  tho  council  being  informed 
that  conventicles  are  breaking  out  again  in 
Perthshire,  partiodarly  towards  Fifo^  and 
in  and  about  the  town  of  Perth,  grant  com- 
mission to  the  marquis  of  Athole,  and  his 
deputes,  to  execute  the  laws  against  con- 
venticles, B'ithdrawers  from  ordinances,  and 
that  he  call  a  party  of  soldiers,  or  the  gen- 
tlemen and  heritors,  to  his  assistance.  And 
March  30th,  the  earl  of  Linlithgow  and  his 
deputes  are  empowered  to  execute  the 
laws  against  conventicles,  and  other  disor- 
ders in  the  regality  of  Ogle&oe,  Falkirk, 
and  Linlithgow.  April  6th,  Sir  William 
Bruce  reports  from  the  shire  of  Kinross, 
**  that  he  had  convened  before  him  all  who 
were  present  at  the  late  conventicles,  and 
fined  them ;  and  since,  they  have  all,  save  a 
few,  returned  to  their  duty,  and  engaged 
to  keep  their  parish  kirk.*'  May  5th,  tho 
council  pass  an  act  discharging  suspensions 
to  be  past  upon  fines  for  conventicles,  with- 
out their  order.  How  hr  this  encroached  on 
tlie  power  of  the  lords  of  session,  I  leave 
to  lawyers  to  consider.     The  act  follows. 

Alt  about  stLKpaisiims. 

**  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  coun- 
cil, considering  the  sheriffs,  steward^ 
bailies  of  regalities,  and  other  inA^rior 
jud|res  in  several   places  of  the  kingdom. 
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of  parliamenti  culled  and  oon?eiied  diTera 
persons  before  theqoi,  and  fined  tbem  for 
DonreDtidee,  disorderlj  baptiami  and  map- 
riages,  and  withdrawing  firom  the  pvblic 
nrdin^ces;  and  beioy  informed  that,  to 
uude  and  evacaate  the  exeontion  of  the 
laws,  9ome  penons  hare  given  in  for 
lupenaion  of  theae  aentenoea  before  the 
leaiion,  and  the  tame  being  matter  of 
ppTornment)  wherein  his  majeaty*e  privy 
sonneil  are  only  oompetent  judges  do 
t^iBfefore  prohibit  and  diachaige  any  writer 
t^  the  signet,  to  form  ai^  bills  of 
H^sj^nsion  of  any  sentenoea  or  deoreetSy 
pronponced  or  to  be  pronounced  by  any 
\^ifp  or  magistrate,  or  any  having  oom- 
iniaipoii  from  the  council,  of  any  fines  imr 
pQIMd  or.  to  be  imposed  by  them  for  con^ 
repticles,  disorderiy  baptisms  and  aur- 
rif^ges,  and  withdrawing  from  the  public 
nrdlinanoe^  and  the  derk  of  the  bills,  or 
any  of  the  servant^  to  receive  in  or  pre- 
lent  to  the  lords  of  session,  or  any  of  them, 
u^  such  bills,  under  pain  of  deprivation  of 
the  said  writers  and  derks;  and  recom- 
m^d  to  the  lords  of  session,  in  case  any 
bills  of  the  nature  foresaid  shall  happen  to 
be.  presented  to  them,  to  reject  the  same, 
and  leave  them  to  the  consideration  of  his 
miyesty's  privy  council,  as  only  judges 
competent  therein ;  and  ordain  an  extract 
hereof  to  be  delivered  to  Sir  William 
Sharps  who  is  to  intimate  the  same  to  the 
writers  to  the  signet,  and  another  extract 
to  the  clerk  of  bills,  who  is  to  affix  the 
same  in  the  biU-ehamber ;  and  the  lord  ad- 
vocate to  intimate  the  same  to  the  lords  of 


>» 


The  council,  May  80th,  in  prosecation 
of  what  the  duke  of  York,  as  we  heard, 
recommended  to  them  at  his  departure  to 
England,  instruct  general  Dahriel  to  go 
with  some  of  the  forces  to  the  shires  of 
Lanark  and  Ayr,  and  the  laird  of  Meldrum, 
and  such  officers  as  the  general  shall  think 
fit,  to  send  to  the  shires  of  Aoxbnrgh, 
Selkirk,  and  Berwick,  in  a  very  laige  and 
comprehensive  manner.  I  insert  them  here. 

Lutrudiims  to  General  Dtilziel^  or  such 
Officers  as  he  shall  think  fit  to  send  into 
Lanark  axkd  Ayr  shires. 


Fridaynext,beiogthe86thoftfai8ln.  ^^^ 
stant,  and  there  to  confer  vrith  the  lord 
duke  of  Hamilton,  and  sudi  others  of  the 
ooaunissioners  and  gentlemen  of  that  shire 
as  shall  be  present^  and  to  hear  and  consider 
what  proposals  shall  be  offered  by  them, 
for  the  security  of  this  peace  of  the  shire  of 
Lanark,  in  time  coming. 

"  2d.  You  are  to  inquire  for  a  list  of 
such  rebels,  either  heritors  or  tenants,  as 
have  not  yet  submitted  themsdves,  and  to 
consider  what  is  fit  to  be  done  for  bringing 
in  the  obstinate  and  rebellious  ringleaders, 
that  they  may  be  brought  to  justice,  and 
their  resetters. 

**  3d.  You  are  to  hear  what  submission 
and  offers  shall  be  made  by  any  of  the  re- 
bels^ or  their  resetters,  or  their  friends  in 
thdr  names,  as  desve  to  cast  themsdves  on 
the  king's  mercy,  and  wiU  live  peaceably 
in  time  coming,  and  what  security  they 
will  give  for  their  future  good  behaviour. 

''4th.  You  are  to  inform  yourselves  of  fit 
places  for  lodging  and  recdving  any  num- 
ber of  forces  shall  be  thought  fit  to  send 
into  that  shire,  and  to  consider  bow  they 
shall  be  prorided  with  grass  and  other  ne- 
cessaries. 

"Sth.  You  are  particularly  to  think  upon 
some  fit  ways  for  sdzing  of  any  rebels,  or 
vagrant  preachers,  skulking  upon  the  con- 
fines of  the  shires  next  to  Ayr  and  Od- 
loway. 

"  6tb.  Yon  are  to  take  care  that  ways  be 
fallen  upon  for  making  persons,  both  inno- 
cent and  guilty,  keep  their  parish-churches, 
and  to  oonsider  what  methods  shall  be 
used  to  that  effect 

"  7tfa.  You  are  also  to  condder  of  a 
great  abuse  lately  committed  by  some  who 
take  all  iilegd  courses  to  take  back  the 
goods  of  such  as  have  been  fined  or  seques- 
trated upon  the  account  of  rebellion,  and 
who  threaten  any  who  buy  such  goods 
that  have  belonged  to  the  rebels. 

**  8th.  You  are  to  be  careful  to  fall  upon 
ways,  to  know  if  any  of  the  rebels*  estates, 
and  rents,  and  moveables,  be  possessed  by 
their  wives,  children,  or  friends,  to  their 
behoof,  und  to  send  in  lists  of  any  guilty  o& 
such  contrivances. 

"llth.  You  arc  to  consider^  and  ivX^&ttvv 


1.  Vott  are  to  be  at  Hamilton  upon  1  yourselves  o(  t(il  v^t«o\a  \o\i«  ^oax&K^^^ 
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commiinaiMn  of  the  militia^  tnd 

^^^'  jnstioM  of  petoe  in  that  ihire,  and 

inch  as  shall  he  lit  to  be  reoommended  as 

officers  of  the  militia  thereof,  such  as  lieor- 

tenants  of  horse,  and  other  inferior  officers. 

"  loth.  Upon  Tnesdaj  come  se^en-night, 
yon  are  to  repair  to  the  town  of  Ayr,  and 
there  to  meet  with  the  earl  of  Dumfries, 
and  the  commissioners  of  that  shire,  «¥here 
the  laird  of  Claverhouse  is  to  be  present 
with  you,  and  there  to  confer  with  them 
anent  the  security  of  that  shire,  and  you 
are  to  follow  the  rest  of  the  instructions 
aboTC  set  down,  as  to  L4uiark. 

"  11  th.  After  you  have  taken  all  the  pains 
and  care  you  can,  for  discovery  of  the  pre- 
sent condition  of  that  shire,  and  considered 
of  the  proposals  offered  by  the  gentlemen^ 
yon  are  to  return  back  to  the  shire  of  Lan- 
ark, and  the  laird  of  Claverhouse  with  you, 
and  there  to  consider  what  further  neces- 
sary is  to  be  done,  as  to  the  settling  of  the 
peace  of  both  these  shires;  and,  upon  the 
whole  matter,  yon  and  OUiverhonse  are  to 
come  in  with  all  possible  diligence,  and 
give  an  account  to  the  lord  chancellor  of 
your  procedure,  to  be  communicated  to  his 
majesty's  privy  counciL** 

The  general,  and  these  commissioned  by 
him,  obeyed  those  instructions,  and,  June 
9th,  the  council  make  the  following  act 
upon  their  report.  "  The  lords  of  his  ma^ 
jesty's  privy  council,  having  considered  the 
report  of  general  Dalziel,  of  the  condition 
of  the  shires  of  Lanark  and  Ayr,  and 
of  the  laird  of  Meldrom,  anent  the  condi- 
tion of  the  shires  of  Boxbuigh,  Berwick, 
Selkirk,  and  East-Lothian,  represeuting, 
that  they  were  informed,  that  some  of  the 
late  rebels,  who  hitherto  have  not  submitted 
themselves,  are  desirous  to  have  allowance 
to  supplicate  for  the  king's  mercy,  in  the 
great  sense  they  have  of  their  high  crime; 
the  said  lords  of  council,  out  of  pity  and 
compassion  to  these  miscreants,  have 
thought  fit  to  grant,  and  hereby  give  and 
grant  full  power  and  commission  to  the 
lord  duke  of  Hamilton,  for  the  shire  of 
Lanark,  the  earl  of  Dumfries,  for  the  shire 
of  Ayr,  and  the  laird  of  Meldnim,  for  the 
shires  of  Roxburgh,  Berwirk,  Sclkiric,  and 
Esmt-LotJiian,  to  grant  safe-conduct  to  such 


hnmble  manner,  addre«  themselvea  to  these 
respective  bounds,  bearing  the  grcat  sense 
they  have  of  their  high  crime  of  rebellioD, 
and  treason  againrt  their  lawful  kiiy,  and 
their  resolutions^  promises,  and  enga^ 
ments  to  live  as  becomes  good  and  £uthfiil 
subjects,  in  time  coming,  and  as  they  fiad 
cause,  to  receive  or  reject  their  petitions; 
and  that  such  petitions  as  they  shall  think 
fit  to  receive,  to  transmit  them  to  the  coos- 
cii,  to  be  considered  by  them,  whether  er 
not  they  shall  think  fit  to  recommend  them 
to  the  king's  majesty,  for  mercy  and  pardos 
for  their  lives,  proving  the  said  safo-ooD- 
ducts  exceed  not  the  space  of  one  month, 
after  the  ingiving  of  their  petitions,  thej 
always  acting  nothing  contimry  to  the  peact 
of  the  kingdom,  during  the  said  time; 
giving  warrant  hereby  to  the  said  oommis* 
sioners,  or  any  of  his  majesty's  aubjeds, 
during  that  time,  to  meet,  speak,  and  corns- 
pond  with  them,  without  any  peril  or 
danger,  notwithstanding  of  any  law  to  the 
contrary ;  provided  also,  that  no  petitieoi 
shall  be  received  from  any  of  these  rebeh, 
if  they  be  prisoners  for  the  time ;  and  ot" 
dain  this  commission  to  endure  until  the 
third  day  of  August  next  only,  except  the 
council  shall  think  fit  to  prorogate  the 
same."  That  same  day,  a  letter  is  writ  to 
the  duke  of  Hamilton,  wherein  they  sc- 
knowledge  his  good  oflices  to  bring  people 
to  their  duty,  and  promise  to  acquaint  the 
duke  of  York  with  it,  who^  they  say,  wiU 
signify  to  his  m^esty,  and  tell  him,  they 
have  empowered  him  to  give  a  safe-condan 
to  such  rebels  as  apply  to  him.  July  7th, 
this  power  is  lengthened  out  till  AugU!>t 
15th.  The  duke,  that  day,  presents  ux 
petitions  for  rebels,  and  they  are  allowed  to 
come  in  before  the  coundL 

May  29th,  upon  information  of  a  riot  ia 
the  parish  of  Drone  upon  the  person  of  Mr 
George  Drunmiond  serving  an  edict  for  Mr 
Taylor,  to  be  minister  there,  the  conndl 
order  a  troop  of  horse  under  the  lord  Ross*s 
command,  and  a  company  of  foot  under 
captain  Maitland,  to  quarter  iu  that  parish, 
and  receive  orders  from  the  marquis  of 
Athole,  and  seize  upon  the  persons  active 
therein,  particularly  Mr  Alexander  Pitcaim 
and  his  beadle,  who  are  reputed  to  have 


cf  these  rebvh  as,  by  petitioiiK,  shalV  in  a\  ViWiii^«^V\v^mvi\sX\  vgAV^  «l  letter  to  the 
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marquiH,  order  him  to  hold  courts,  and 
conwene  old  and  fowag,  men  and  women, 
who  were  in  the  kirk,  and  did  not  assist 
the  minister,  and  fine  such  as  are  capable  of 
fining;  and  imprison  and  soom^e  others  for 
an  example,  and  report  to  the  conncil. 
With  this  letter  they  send  instructions  to 
the  lord  Koss  and  captain  MaitUnd,  "to 
march  to  Drone  and  quarter  there  till  fur- 
ther order,  to  concur  with  the  marquis  of 
Athole  in  executing  the  laws  against  the 
rioters,  to  get  information  of  such  as  had 
nocession  thereto  from  Mr  Drummond  and 
TajUr*  and  the  neighbouring  ministers  and 
geatlemen,  that  such  as  committed  any 
▼iolence  upon  the  ministers,  be  sent  orer 
i^ffisoners  to  the  council,  with  the  names  of 
saoh  as  cannot  be  apprehended,  to  concur 
for  installing  the  minister  as  the  bishop 
shall  direct,  and  to  insert  the  names  of  the 
heritors  of  the  parish  in  the  council  letters 
sent  them,  with  those  of  the  ringleaders 
and  principal  actors  whom  they  cannot  ap- 
prehendy  that  they  might  compear  before 
tho  council,  June  7th."  I  find  that  day  some 
prisoners  ordered  to  be  brought  up  to 
Edinburgh.  And  June  9th,  the  council 
write  another  letter  to  the  marquis  of 
Atfaolev  approving  what  he  has  done,  and 
requiring  him  to  continue  his  diligence. 

Jane  8tb,  the  council  grant  commission 
to  Andrew  Aitchisoii,  under  the  direction  of 
some  others,  to  execute  the  laws  against 
persons  guilty  of  disorders  in  the  shire  of 
Renfrew,  as  the  commisnon  itself  more 
fully  bears.* 

*  Commistion  to  Aitchiion  for  Menfrewy  June 

Sik,  1G88. 

Cherlfs,  by  the  graos  of  God,  &e.  greeting. 
Fonamnch  tm  Afannder  earl  of  Lglintoo, 
■heriff-principal  of  the  tbire  of  Renfrew,  behig, 
fipr  41m  pnaent,  forth  of  this  kingdom,  and  he 
having  jpTeo  a  deputation  to  Andrew  Aitchiaon, 
writer  ui  fidlnborgh,  to  serve  as  ■herlfF^fepate 
of  the  oSld  shire,  who  being  a  person  that  aatb 
BOS  any  Interest  therein,  and  finding  it  necee- 
eary  Jor  the  good  of  our  service,  that  he  should 
be  a^sed  and  asrieled  In  his  proecdure.  In  mat- 
Stts  ooooeraing  the  govammetitand  public  peaee 
of  the  shire,  by  the  persons  underwritten,  in 
whose  fld^lity  we  hoTe  epecial  conffdenee: 
thoraivo,  we  do  hereby  grant  full  power  and 
oommiaalon  to  Alexander  lord  Montgomery, 
Sir  ArchiUld  Stuart  of  BUekball,  William 
Hamilton  of  Orbiston,  Jaanee  BaUantyno  of 
Krlly,  and  Hugb  Crawford  younger  of  Jordan- 
hill,  or  any  three  of  them,  to  meet  amongst 
tlicmselvcsy  at  sudii  limei  »ud  places  as  they 


July  5th,  the  lord  chancellor  having 
represented  ''that  a  considerable 
number  of  men  in  arms  had  been  diiicovcred 
in  the  shire  of  Peebles,  yet  none  of  the  heri- 
tors or  country  people  had  given  information 
of  it :  and  seeing  by  ancient  laws  it  is  statute, 
that  where  any  number  of  men  are  seen  in 
arms  in  the  Highlands,  borders  and  other 
places,  the  people  are  obliged  to  discover 
them,  and  assist  the  magistrates  in  appre* 
bending  them,  he  moved  that  those  laws 
might  be  considered,  and  a  proclamation  for 
that  end  emitted.*'  The  council  remit  it 
to  lord  register,  advocate,  and  C^oUingfon, 
to  bring  in  the  draught  of  a  proclamation. 
Accordingly  the  council  emit  their  severe 
proclamation  July  8th,  ^for  discovery  of 
persons  in  arms,  and  apprehending  of  rebels 
and  fugitives,"  which  I  have  insert  below.* 


shall  think  expedient,  and  to  consider,  propose, 
and  set  down  in  writ,  such  rules,  orders,  and 
directions,  as  they  shall  think  fit  to  give  to  the 
sheriff-depute  of  the  said  shlre^  in  hie  prooedurs 
against  persona  guilty  of  eooventideo,  with- 
drawing from  the  public  ordinances,  disordo'ly 
baptisms  and  marriages,  for  delating,  sehiiDg 
U|Mm,  and  apprehending  such  rebeia  as  do  haunt 
within  the  said  shire,  and  vagrant  preachers, 
and  for  the  pursuing  and  punishing  of  the  re- 
setters of  them ;  and  to  call  before  tbem  the 
said  sheriff-depute,  and  to  deliver  to  him  their 
instructions  and  directions  in  the  said  matter, 
who  is  hereby  ordered  to  proceed  according 
thereto^  as  he  will  be  answerable;  ordaining 
hereby  our  said  oommituiioners,  to  give  an  ac- 
count from  time  to  time  of  their  procedure,  and 
the  procedure  and  diligence  ot'  the  said  sheriff- 
depute,  in  the  execution  of  our  laws  within  the 
said  shire;  and  do  hereby  recommend  to  the 
commanders  of  our  forces,  to  assist  our  said  com* 
misaioners,  with  ouch  parties  as  they  shall  think 
fit  to  call  for,  from  time  to  time  And  we  do 
declare,  that  we  will  rememl>er  kindly  the  service 
our  add  commisshMiera  shall  do  us,  in  the  exe- 
cution of  this  our  commiaalon,  and  requite  the 
same  when  occasion  shall  offer ;  and  this  our 
commission  is  to  continue  until  we  think  fit  to 
cecall  the  sameu  Given  under  our  signet  at 
Edinburgh,  the  eighth  day  of  June,  and  of  our 
reign  the  thirty-fourth  year,  ](iB2. 

•  ProdamaHon^  Jultf  8f  A,  16B2. 

Charles,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith:  to  our 

lyon  king  at  arma,  and  his  brethren,  heralds, 
macers  of  our  privy  council,  pursuivanta,  and 
messengers  at  arms,  our  aheriflb  in  that  part,  con* 
juncUy  and  aeverallv,  specially  constitute, 
greeting:  albeit,  bv  the  blessing  of  Almighty 
Uod  upon  our  royal  endeavours,  the  many  at- 
tempts of  his  and  our  enemiee,  (made  most 
impiously  under  pretence  of  religion  and  zfal, 
against  the  lawa  of  GeA,  «K  tiaVM«.^  «&  tAji\w«%« 
and  of  th'ia  our  V%\ifi«»m^  ^fiAvs^«\  ^^b>^  ^'*^'^' 
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The  societies  united  for  comspon- 
*  deoee  had  their  gpeneral  qnarterljr 
meeting  at  Tala-lin,  in  the  parish  of  Tweedsi^ 
BDnir,  in  the  shire  of  Peebles,  upon  the  15th 
of  June  last.  In  their  registers  I  find  nothing 
done  at  this  meeting,  save  some  endearonrs  to 
free  themselyes  of  a  schism  breaking  in  apon 
some  of  their  societies  by  the  endeayours 


of  James  Hussel  and  some  oHiem,  n-ho 
were  running  to  some  extnragancics  like 
those  of  (iib.  The  proelamatiou  makn; 
them  eighty  armed  men ;  bnt  neither  irerr 
they  all  in  arms,  nor  near  that  number  bv 
far.  The  curate  of  Tweedsmuhr  acquaintfd 
the  council  with  this  meeting,  and  they 
saw  good  to  issue  out  this  proclamation  id 


throw  of  religion,    gov«rffim«iit,    lilicrtj,   aud 
property,)   have   be<>n   frcqueiiUy  disMppuinted 
and  drfrate<i,  and  their  malice  turned  u|Kin  their 
«ivn  beads;  aud  that  the  many  acts,  both  of 
nrifroy  and  justice,  exercised  bv  us,  cunform  to 
the  laws  of  God  aud  the  kingaom,  and  the  great 
prudence,  ?iglhuice«  moderation  and  Justice  of 
our  dearest  and  only  brothert  during  Lis  abo<le 
in,  and  government  under  us,  of  this  our  ancient 
kingdom,  have  had  such  happy  success,  as  to 
bring  our  good  snldeetB  to  furaisr  abhorrence  of 
faiiaiics  and  their  impieties;  and  most  of  these 
who  were  misled  by  the  lying  spirit  of  some  of 
tiieir  pretended  ministers,  are  shrunk  from  these 
%\iiys,  whereof  they  are  justly  ashamed,  so  that 
uur  pconlK  are  brought  nearer  to  that  dutiful  and 
peaceable  deportment,  which  becomes  christians 
aud  sulgects.     Yet  some  are  a*  indefiitigable  in 
malice  as  to  continue  and  stir  up  others  to  dis- 
tirrb  that  peace  and   tranquillity,    which  our 
peuplc  may  enjoy  under  our  reign  :  insomuch  as 
of  late,  some  traitors,  rannagates,  and  fugitives, 
have  convfM»te  towards  the  number  of  eighty, 
with    forbidden    weapons,    and    In    unlawful 
manner,    near    to    'J'aHa*lin,    in    the  shire  of 
Peebles :  and  the  people  In  that  couiitr}-  liave 
been  so  defective  in  the  duties  of  loyal  subjects, 
«r  good  countrymen,  as  to  neglect  gi vingtimeons 
notice  of  such  meetings  or  actings,  either  to  our 
obuncil,  the  slieriff  <»f  the  shire,  or  the  command- 
ers of  oar  forces,  who  were  nearest  to  them ; 
and  this  ne^led  of  theirs,  being  not  only  a  breach 
of  duty  in  them,  but  of  very  bad  example,  and 
dangerous  consequence,  if  practised  by  others  on 
such  emergence ;    we  thoreture,   by   our  royal 
authority,  and  also  in  conformity  to  the  wliole 
course  of  our  laws,  particularly  to  the  144th  act 
of  the  19  pari.  Icing  Jamea  Vl.,  and  7th  act, 
pari.  1.,  iLliig  James  I.,  do  hereby  strictly  re- 
quire and  command  all  the  subjects  and  Inhabi. 
tants  within  this  our  kingdom,  whether  in  burgh 
or  laud,  upon  knowledge  or  information  that  any 
nnmber  of  men  do  convocate  unlawfully  in  arms, 
or  appear  in  company  in  any  place,  or  whera  any 
one  or  two  of  such,  as  ara  declared  traitors  or  fu- 
gitivea  from  our  laws,  oo  treasonable  accounts^ 
shall  repair,  that  they  shall  with  all  diligence 
give  intimation  thereof  to  our  chancellor,  and 
snch  othera  of  our  sceret  coandl,  as  shall  be  at 
Edinburgh :  as  also,  without  delay,  that  they 
give  information  to  any  commander  of  uur  forces, 
who  ahall  be  nearest  to  the  place  where  the 
said  unlawful  convocation,  or  such  traitors  and 
fugitives  ara,  and  to  the  sheriff  of  the  shire, 
steward  of  the  stewartry,  bailie  of  the  regality, 
or  maglatrates  of  burghs,  where  the  said  meeting 
or  persons  apoear,  or  are  informed  to  be,  and 
that  within  the  space  of  one  hour  at  most,  for 
every  three  mJies  distance  they  are  at  ttie  time 
from  Edinburgh,  orti^m  the  ueare&t  c^nnmandtti  \ 
of  the  forceB,  aheriffM,  and  other   m»gislraiiM\ 


foresaid.     And  further,  ws  do  bcnby  require 
and  command   our  said  sheriffM,   hailies  aoJ 
magistrates  upon  any  such  information  given  to 
tbem,  that  they  call  togsthnrconpeteuinDmho^ 
of  our  good  subjects,  and  with  these  do  ezaei 
diligence,  at  the  utmost  of  their  power,  tosearcli, 
seek,  and  apprehend  these  wlio  are  an  meC,  and 
to  present  ucm  to  jusUoe,  and  to  fulluw  thcai 
until  they  be  apprehended,  or  expelled  out  ot 
their  jurisdiction,  and  on  their  flight,  tliey  an 
immediately  to  acquaint  the  magistratrs  of  ihe 
next   shire,   whither   they  are   fled;    who  are 
hereby  required  to  do  the  like  diligence,  and  se 
from  shin  to  shire,  until  Uiey  be  apprehended, 
or  expelled  forth  of  this  realm  .  aud  in  case  any 
hurt  or  skaith  fall  out  in  the  nurauit,  or  in  ap- 
prehending of  tliese  so  unlawtully  convocate,  tbt 
acton  thereof  aixi  to  l»e  free,  aud  unpiiniUkid  iii 
any  manner  of  way;   with  certificaticifi,  thii 
these  whoever  fall  In  their  said  respective  duties 
whether  it  hs  the  ma^stratcs,  in  not  pnnuaner, 
or  our  other  subjects,  in  not  giving  timeous  infor- 
mation, within  the  space  foresaid,  or  in  not  rising 
with,    and  assisting  the  magistrates   in  their 
forementioncd  duties,   they  shall  bo  held  aud 
repute  as  disaffected  to  our  government  and 
service,  and  as  art  and  part,  and  connivers  with 
them  in  their  said  unlawful  deaigua  and  ooovo- 
cations,  and   undergo  the  puntahment  due  u> 
these  who  were  of  the  said  unlawful  convocation, 
by  the  laws  of  this  our  kingdom.     And  wt  bm- 
by  of  new  intimate  to  all  our  subjwrts,  that 
whoever  shall  interc4)mmune  with,  reset,  cup- 
ply,  shelter,  or  give  any  comfort  to  any  dedarrd 
traiton  or  fugitives,  or  wIm  shall  eofiicaal,  rastt, 
or  shelter  any  who  do  convocate,  in  manutf 
foresaid,  that  ouch  resettera  or  amistera  shall  W 
proceeded  against,  aa  if  they  were  gnilty  of  thr 
crimes  whereof  these  traitora  and  fiu^Uivea  aie 
guilty,  according  to  the  just  rigour  ofour  law*. 
Our  will  is  herefora,  and  we  charge  yoo  sCraillj 
and  oommand,  tliat  incontinent,  thaae  our  ht- 
ten  seen,  ve  pass  to  the  roarket-crosa  of  £diii- 
burgh,  and  the  halll  market-crosses  of  the  head- 
burghs,  and  haill  parish  kiriu  ot  this  kingdom, 
and  other  places  needful,  and  then^  in  o«r  name 
and  authority,   by  open    proclamation,    make 
publicath>n  of  our  royal  will  and  pleasun.  In  the 
premises,  tiiat  none  may  pretend  ignoranee,  bat 
give  cheerful  and  punctual  oliedumco  therat* 
llie  which  to  do  we  commit  to  you  oonjunctiy 
and  severally,  our  full  power  by  those  our  let* 
ten,  delivering  them  by  you  duly  sxccutSy  and 
Indorsed  again  to  the  bearer. 
Given  under  oor  signet  at  Edinbargfa  the 
eighth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  six  hun- 
dred tfighty-two  years,  and  of  our  reign  ttte 
tliirticth  and  fourth  year. 

J'er  actum  dominonim  seereii  conci/iL 
Tut.  Menziks,  CI.  Seer.  Coucilli. 
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Xhp  Hammer  ve  lure  seen.  Its  lenoT'is 
^ffnciprii^  su^nltUTy  wd  therefore  I  sImU 
,^i|U(e  B^xeaiark.  or  two  apou  it  The  pen- 
uers  of  the  ]>roGbuiifttioa  bJame  the  people 
^whouL  they  prosecute,  ior  designs  to  OTor- 
throw  religion,  goTernment,  libertjr,  and 
jiiio|»ertjr.  1  have  not  met  with  the  two 
Jest  in  the  public  papers  emitted  hy  the 
managers.  And  one  must  reckon  it  next 
to  impudence,  to  charge  their  own  crimes 
vpQB  the  suffering  partf,  who  were  Strugs 
ffiag  for  zeUgion,  liberty,  and  property. 
Attd  theee  who  put  forth  this  procbunation 
had  done  so  much  against  sli  the  three, 
that  it  was  a  wonder  they  blushed  not  to 
put  the  subjects  in  mind  of  them.  "Jiuu 
hfkrU  Grmccho^f  Next  follows  a  triumph 
«tt  the  eueeess  of  their  persecuting  courses 
of  late;  and  it  is  alleged,  <*that  most  part 
wave  reclaimed,  and  brought  to  an  abbor- 
rmct  of  fanatics  and  their  impieties,  and 
tbat  many  of  those,  who  were  misled  by 
the  lying  spirit  of  some  of  their  pretended 
ministers,  are  shrunk  from  those  ways.** 
This  is  a  triumph  before  the  Tictory  in 
their  sense.  There  is  no  doubt  but  their 
cruelties  and  oppressions  had  yery  much 
borne  down  the  peneouted  party,  and,  one 
w^J  or  other,  they  had  now  for  some  time 
go!  rid  of  field  meetings;  but  when  prori- 
denoe,  in  kindness  to  this  poor  land,  had 
hroii^t  their  bariiarities  to  a  period  by  the 
happy  rstolution,  it  appeared  what  a  vast 
body  of  presbyterians  remained  even  in 
these  places  where  their  rage  mostly  had 
been  exercised.  And  since,  according  to 
them,  so  very  few  remained  nnreclaimed,  it 
tti^  be  natnnUy  inquired,  why  so  much 
severity  as  in  this  procbunation  ?  and  what 
aeoosmt  eaa  be  giren  of  theur  growing  im- 
fOsitioBSk  and  hardships  upon  presbytoians 
hi< A0  £»Uowing  yearsV  But  the  matter  is 
ttagnified  in  compliment  to  the  duke  of 
^ock  and  his  administration,  which  was  as 
te  from  moderation  as  from  justice,  and 
b^.  tery  little  prudence  mixed  with  it 
Notwithstanding  of  this  alleged  succees, 
they  complain  that  some  traitors,  runagate^ 
and  liigitire%  had  a  meeting,  to  the  num- 
ber of  eighty  armed  men,  at  Tala-lin.  I 
question  much  if  there  were  twenty.  The 
people  of  that  country  are  blamed  for  not 
informing  against  them,  which,  it  is  probable, 


Ui, 


thity  could  notdo,sinoe  these  meetings  .^g^ 
were  kept  with  as  much  secrecy  as 
possible.  Whereupon  ^'ali  sul^jecta  and 
inhabitants  of  the  kingdom  are  rtmmandod, 
upon  knowledge  or  information  that  any 
number  of  men  convocate  nnlawlnlly  in 
arms,  or  appear  iu  company  in  any  plaoe^ 
or  where  any  one  or  two  of  such  as  are 
traitors  or  fugitives  shall  repair,  that  they 
shall  with  all  diligence  inform  the  chan- 
cellor, or  such  of  the  privy  counseUors  as 
shall  be  at  Edinburgh,  and  the  next  cooh 
mender  of  forces,  sheriff,  or  magistrate^ 
within  an  hour  at  least  for  every  three 
miles  distance^  who  are  required,  upon  the 
information,  to  eonvocate  good  numbers  of 
suljecta^  and  do  their  utmost  to  search  for, 
seek,  and  apprehend  such  who  are  eo  met, 
and  present  them  to  justice,  and  to  foUow 
them  till  apprehended  or  expelled  out  of 
their  jurisdiction;  and,  upon  their  flight, 
they  are  to  acquaint  the  magistrates  of  the 
next  shire,  who  are  to  do  the  like  diUgenee; 
and  so  from  shire  to  shire,  till  they  bo  a^ 
prehended  or  expelled  forth  of  this  leala* 
With  certification,  that  whoever  foils  in 
the  premises,  magistrates  in  pursuing,  er 
others  in  informing,  or  rising  with  and 
assisting  the  magistrates,  shall  be  held  m 
disaffected  to  the  govemawnt^  as  art  and 
part  with,  and  shall  undergo  the  same 
punishment  with  those  who  were  in  the 
said  convocation.*'  And  the  council  of 
new  Ultimate,  that  all  interoommnnera 
with,  reeetters^  suppliers^  &c.  of  traitors  er 
fogitives,  or  who  conceal,  resets  or  shelter 
such  who  eonvocate  in  manner  foreeau^ 
shall  be  proceeded  against  as  if  they  were 
guilty  of  the  crimes  whereof  these  traitors 
and  fugitives  are  guilty,  aecording  to  the 
rigonrof  law. 

I  have  given  this  statutory  part  at  foil 
length,  and  nothing  needs  be  said  to  expose 
the  unaccountableness  and  severity  in  it 
Upon  informations^  whether  true  or  false, 
the  hue  and  cry  must  be  ndsed*  and  the 
country  aUffiaed,  and  all  who  are  silent,  or 
refose  to  concnr  in  persecution,  are  traitors 
inlaw.  Perhapo  the  parallel  to  this*  all 
iisiiinaeliiiuw  being  considered,  is  not  to  be 
found  in  history,  except  in  tfiis  pcrjod. 
This  proeUmation  for  rairing  the  hue  and 
tiiry,  as  it  wta  tiiSic4  sl^Ux  ^^^^o^bi^ 
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IGSi  ^^  ^^  cxeMdingflj  tronU 

'  Wo  shall  find  it  WW  the  great  lunidlt 
tone  jean  afW  this  against  tha  Uirds  of  Ak 
jantaMi  and  Hart«rood»  Mr  WUliam  Violaiit» 
and  mnhitadea  of  othars.  And  upon  the 
soore  of  this  maettngat  Tala-liii,  grc«t  niua* 
hers  of  people  were  cited  before  the  ooiirti» 
now  held  all  the  conntiy  round.  In  the 
parish  of  StmthaTen,  a  good  many  miles 
distant  from  it,  I  find  Thomas  Leper  in 
FieMJiead,  ThonoMS  Walker  his  servant^ 
and  John  Mack,  with  fire  more,  were  imr 
priaoned,  upon  aUeganoe  of  their  being  at 
that  meeting,  whereas  none  of  them  were 
there ;  and  though  aeconnti  have  not  oome 
to  my  hand,  I  haye  no  doubt  but  in  the 
parishea  of  Lanarkshirs,  nearer  than  Strath- 
nfen,  and  othen  bordering  yet  more  near 
to  the  place  of  aMeting,  great  numbers  of 
people  were  brought  to  trouble  on  this  seore. 
July  1 1th,  upon  information  of  some  re- 
siatanoe  made  to  some  soldiers  near  Loup 
doa,  the  council  send  the  following  oom- 
ttission  to  the  earl  of  Dumfries.  ^  The 
lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  oouneil,  having 
received  infomation  of  a  horrid  outrage 
and  violence  committed  on  Sunday  last, 
upon  the  persons  of  three  dragoons,  in  the 
house  of  one  of  the  earl  of  Loudon's  ten- 
ants, near  to  the  house  of  Loudon,  who 
were  sent  there  by  the  collector  of  the  cess, 
to  quarter  for  some  bygone  deficiencies, 
the  said  soldiers  being  set  upon,  invaded 
and  wounded,  to  the  great  hazard  of  their 
lives;  and  whereas  the  council  reflecting, 
that  at  or  near  to  the  same  place,  there 
have  been  several  such  like  outrages  com- 
mitted upon  the  king's  soldiers,  on  the  like 
occasions,  have  ordained  letters  to  be  di- 
rect for  citing  the  earl  of  Loudon  to  appear 
before  them  the  first  of  August  next,  and 
to  exhibit  and  produce  the  persons  guilty. 
And  do  hereby  grant  full  power  and  com- 
miiision  to  the  sheriff-principal  of  Ayr  and 
his  deputes,  the  bailie-depute  of  the  bailiary 
of  Cunningham,  and  commanding  officers 
of  the  forces,  sent  or  to  be  sent  by  the  lieu- 
tenant^eneral  thither,  to  meet  upon  the 
^laoe,  and  to  inquire  into  the  said  violence, 
and  to  make    discovery  of   the    persons 
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trate  the  gooda  of  such  as  they  shall  find 
gnikty,  and  to  taka  possession  of  them  untU 
sufficient  caution  be  found  to  make  the 
same  forthooming;  and  appoint  them  to 
retnm  an  acvonnt  of  tiieir  procedure  to  the 
oooncil  with  all  diligence." 

The  oouneil,  August  3d,  have  somepeti- 
tions  pvesented  by  tiie  earl  of  Dumfries  sad 
duke  Hamilton,  from  persons  who  had  been 
at  Bothwell,  and  they  aUow  the  eari  to 
prorogate  the  safe  conduct  granted  by 
him  to  such  persons,  or  others  who  are 
content  to  take  the  test,  until  the  6th  ef 
September,  that  they  may  apply  themselves 
to  the  council,  otherwise  the  earl  is  not  te 
prorogate  the  said  safe  conduct  to  theoL 
This  prorogation  did  service  but  to  a  few, 
for  it  was  not  many  oonoemed  in  Bothwell 
who  ever  came  in  to  the  teat,  which  was 
still  now  required  at  oompearanoe.  How- 
ever, it  was  a  little  calm  to  othem  for  the 
time.  At  the  same  sederunt,  the  council 
came  into  that  which  was  extremely  bur- 
densome to  many  parishes  in  the  west  and 
south,  and  brought  the  most  part  of  prea- 
byteriana  to  very  great  hardships,  and  that 
was,  the  granting  a  council  power  to  aome 
officers  of  the  army,  and  gentlemen  of  des- 
perate fortunes  and  ill  morals,  to  examine 
and  fine  for  church  irregularities,  as  they 
were  called,  and  add  a  justiciary  po^-er  to 
some  of  them.  It  will  be  proper  here  to 
insert  the  council's  act,  which  was  the 
foundation  of  the  granting  of  all  those  gra^ 
vaminous  commissions,  and  it  followa. 

At  Edinburgh,  August  3d,  1682. 
Tenor  of  an  act,  whereupon  commissions  arf, 
panted  to  major  White  and  the  laird  oj 
McUirum. 

*^  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  prii-y  council, 
considering,  that  albeit  by  the  laws  and  act* 
of  parliament,  the  sherifiv,  Stewarts,  and 
magistrates  of  royalty  and  regality,  are 
authorized  and  empowered  to  call  before 
them,  pursue,  and  punish  persons  in  their 
respective  bounds  and  jurisdictions,  guilty, 
or  suspect  to  be  guilty  of  withdrawing 
from  public  ordinances  in  their  parish 
jburches,  of  keeping  <H>nveuticlos,  of  disi- 


guilty  thereof,  and  of  the  former  violences  orderly  baptisms  and  marriages,  and  fur  up- 
done  to  soldiers  in  that  place,  by  all  legal  lifting  and  exacting  the  fines  in  the  uay 
ways  and  methods  i  as  also  to  cause  se«\u«ir\axv^  maxvivcT  «^^\xi\/fe^  \^^  tlie  acts  made 
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tfacrcMieiit,  and  are  thereby  obliged  to  re« 
turn  an  aocoiiBt  of  their  diligence  yetrij  to 
the  eouDcil,  in  the  month  of  July,  under 
.the  penalty  of  tie  hundred  merlu  yearly, 
in  case  of  iail ;  yet»  by  reason  of  the  laid 
magistrates  their  remissness  in  the  dis- 
chaige  of  their  duty,  the  said  disorders 
have  of  late  much  increased.  And  further, 
tho  persons  guilty  of  being  in  the  late  re- 
bcllioo,  and  of  murdering  some  of  the  king's 
soldiers,  are  suffered  to  Uto  in  quiet  and  to 
peasess  their  own  lands,  rents,  and  moTO- 
ables,  and  are  harboured,  reset,  and  enconr- 
aged  by  several  persons  in  the  country, 
without  being  noticed,  for  less  pursued, 
jfprehended,  and  brought  to  justice,  by  the 
said  magistrates,  as  in  duty  they  ought  to 
InTe  done,  which  hath  occasioned  the 
sending  of  soToral  parties  of  his  majesty's 
forces  into  those  parts.  And  his  majestjr's 
privy  council  taking  notice  of  the  diligence, 
care,  and  activity  of  some  of  the  officers  in- 
trasted  with  the  conunand  of  these  forces, 
especially  of  major  White  and  the  laird  of 
Meldrum,  and  considering  how  necessary 
it  is,  that  when  the  ordinary  magistrstes 
do  not  their  duty  fully,  that  fit  persona 
shonld  be  nominate  for  the  king's  service. 
Do  therefore  ordain  a  commission  to  be 
directed  in  his  mijesty's  name,  under  the 
signet  of  the  priry  council,  to  m^|or  White, 
for  the  aherifidom  of  Ayr,  the  bailiariee  of 
Csmiungham,  Carrick,  and  Kyle-stewart, 
and  haill  burghs  of  royalty,  regality,  bailp- 
iaries,  and  baronies  within  the  same;  and 
to  Adam  Urquhart  of  Meldrum,  for  the 
shires  of  Haddington,  Selkirk,  Berwick, 
and  Peebles,  and  the  haill  buighs  of  roy- 
alty, regality,  bailiaries,  and  baronies  with- 
in the  said  shires.  Giving  and  granting 
ibesB,  as  commissioners  named  and  ap- 
pointed by  his  majestjr's  privy  council,  full 
power  to  meet,  concur,  and  join  with  the 
sherifi^  bailie  of  regalities,  bailiaries  and 
baronies,  and  other  magistrates  foresaid, 
and  to  call  before  them  at  such  times  and 
places  as  they  shall  think  convenient,  all 
persons  within  their  respective  bounds, 
whether  in  burgh  or  land,  heritors,  tenants, 
or  others,  guilty  or  suspected  to  be  guilty 
of  withdrawing  from  ordinances  in  their 
o%m  paribhcs,  keeping  conventicles,  or  dis- 
orderly baptisms  or  maniaget,  since  his 


m^eaty's  late  act  of  indemnity,  1679, 
to  pronounce  sentence  against  then,  * 
and  to  put  the  same  in  due  and  Isgal  ezeention. 
And  for  that  effect  to  fence  and  hold  courtly 
create  clerks  and  other  members  of  a  court 
needfuL  Providing  always,  that  the  said 
commissioners  and  magistrates  shall  ba 
holden  to  count  for  the  fines  of  heritors 
according  to  the  acts  of  parliament  there- 
anent,  and  former  instructions  granted  by 
the  council  conform  thereunto.  And  in 
case  the  said  conunissioners  shall  find,  that 
the  said  shcrifik  or  magistrates  aforesaid^ 
refuse  to  concur  with  them,  or  are  remim 
in  their  duty,  with  fall  power  to  the  said 
commissioners  to  prooead  by  tbemselvei^ 
and  pursue  the  delinqnanta  foresaid,  who 
have  not  been  pursued  by  the  said  magis- 
trates, and  uplift  their  fines,  or  any  otbek- 
fines  not  yet  uplifted  by  them.  As  also  to 
pursue  fbr,  upKft,  and  exact  the  fines  of  the 
persons  foresaid,  for  deliiiquencies  and  di»> 
orders,  whereupon  they  have  not  been 
libelled  by  the  foresaid  magistrates.  Ami. 
further,  the  asid  lords  do  ordain  the  said 
commissioners  to  call  for  the  magistrates 
of  the  respective  burghs  within  the  re- 
spective shires  foresaid,  and  to  ikiquirs 
what  diligence  they  have  done  against  the 
perMus  guilty  of  the  said  disorders,  sinca 
his  miyes^'s  late  act  of  indemnity,  and  n^ 
turn  an  acconnt  thereof  to  the  oouncil^ 
against  their  first  meeting,  or  so  soon  thens^ 
after  asmay  be.  Likeas,  the  said  lords gesal 
fuU  power  and  commission  to  the  persons 
foresaid,  to  inform  themselves  of  any  per^ 
sons  within  the  foresaid  shires  and  biu^; 
who  were  in  the  rebellion,  and  dweU  and 
live  within  the  same,  or  others  for  them, 
who  possess  and  enjoy  the  reuts  and  move- 
ables belonging  to  them,  and  inventar  and 
sequestrate  the  same  to  bo  mode  forth- 
coming to  his  majeiBty^s  i»e ;  and  to  pur- 
sue, take,  and  apprehend  the  rebels  them- 
selves, to  the  effect  justice  may  be  done 
them.  As  likewise,  to  inform  khenMelvcs 
of  their  resetters,  and  cause  pursue  and 
imprison  them  till  they  find  sufficient  rati 
tion  to  appear  before  the  oonncil-or  jtivticci 
therefore.  As  also  to  pursue,  take,  and  ap- 
prehend any  persons  that  they  have  boon 
informed  have  been  guilty  of  murdering 
any  of  iVkc  Vaii^^%  «A!^<^t%)  ^sA\»\m\w*wft. 
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1682.  ^^°^  '^^  present  them  to  jnetioe. 
And  whereti,  notwithitanding  of  hi« 
nuyeety*8  gradoui  act  of  indemnity^  diven 
desperate  rebels  do  yet  standout^  and  hare  not 
sobmitted  themselyes  to  his  majesty's  mercy, 
the  council  being  resolred  to  have  justice 
done  upon  them,  upon  the  place,  for  their 
pimishment,  and  to  the  terror  and  ex- 
ample of  all  such  incorrigible  traiton^  they 
ordain  a  commisuon  of  justiciary  to  be 
direct  to  the  said  major  White,  and  Adam 
Urquhart  of  Meldmn^  within  the  respec- 
tive  bounds  foresaid,  as  justices  in  that 
par^  giving  and  granting  to  them,  in  the 
aaid  respective  bounds,  full  power  and  com- 
Buasion  to  meet  at  such  times  and  placss  as 
they  shall  find  expedient^  and  then  and 
there  to  affix  and  hold  courts,  create  derk^ 
■ei^geants,  dempsters,  and  all  other  mem- 
bers of  court  needful,  and  to  call  before 
them  any  of  the  late  rebels  that  are  or 
^hall  be  apprehended  by  virtue  of  this  com- 
mission, not  being  heritora,  and  to  put 
them  to  the  trial  and  knowledge  of  an 
assize;  and,  according  as  they  shall  be 
found  innocent  or  guilty,  that  they  cause 
justice  to  be  done  upon  them,  according  to 
the  laws  and  acts  of  parliament  of  this 
realm ;  and,  for  that  effect,  that  they  cite 
assizes  and  witnesses,  of  persons  best  un- 
dentanding  the  verity  of  the  said  matter, 
absents  to  be  amerciate,  and  unlaws  and 
amerciaments  to  be  uplifted  and  executed, 
and  generally  all  and  sundry  things  neces- 
sary and  requisite,  anent  the  execution  of 
this  commission,  to  do,  use,  and  exerce, 
promUten,  to  hold  firm  and  stable.  And 
ordain  the  sheriffs,  Stewarts,  and  other  mar 
gistrates  in  the  bounds  foresaid,  to  concur 
with  the  foresaid  commissioners,  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  their  sentences  against  the  said 
delinquents;  and  this  commission  to  coni> 
tinue  until  the  council  think  fit  to  recall 
the  same.  And  these,  signed  by  the  chan- 
cellor in  pnEsadiOf  shall  be  warrant  for 
granting  the  said  coijunissioiis  under  the 
signet 

*<  O.  Gordon,  Cancel  LP  J)." 

Many  remarks  might  be  made  upon  this 

Mct,  according  to  which  commissions  were 

ffiren  by  a  lawyer  who  knows  the  limited 
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sherifis,  TCfslitieB,  and  buighsi 
cannot  so  much  as  ofier  ait  It  is  only  s 
£bw  natural  ohsarvationa,  which  molt  horn, 
the  looking  over  this  not,  I  shall  point  at 
By  it  the  oosndl  take  upon  them,  asle- 
cially  to  vacate  and  make  null  the  exs* 
entive  powen  kidged  by  the  pariinnwBt  m 
the  hands  of  inieiior  magistratea,  and  fix 
them  in  areatoras  of  their  own  nakiuf. 
True  it  is,  that  in  the  firat  room,  these 
oomraissioners  are  ordsrsd  to  act  in  oea- 
jnnotion  with  them;  but  then,  tbia  is  en- 
tirely at  their  own  chcnoe ;  for  they  me 
made  judges,  whether  inferior  mag^tmtes 
hav»been  formerly  remiss;  yea»  the  com- 
cil,  in  the  very  not,  have  detemuBed  that 
in  their  fiivourB,and  so^  geaevaUj  speakiag, 
they  acted  still  by  themsetves;  yea,  we 
shall  find,  that  in  oompetitiomi  betwixt 
then^  the  council  over-rule  in  fisronr  ef 
these  commissioner^  and  there  were  £» 
qnently  competitions^  and  the  poor  eona- 
tiy  waa  put  to  double  attendance^  and 
sometimes  twice  punished  for  the  larae 
alleged  crime.  It  is  asserted,  indeed,  that 
ordinary  magistrates  had  been  negUctive  ia 
executing  the  laws^  of  which  ve  have 
hitherto  had  little  proof;  and  the  raulbh 
tudes  of  fines  exacted,  which,  in  some 
places,  are  yet  standing  in  the  sherii^ 
books,  are  good  evidences  against  thia,  t^ 
gether  with  the  sudden  enriching  of  sherifis 
and  their  deputes,  upon  the  spoils  of  ths 
oppressed  country ;  though  indeed  a  sensible 
moth  hath  been  seen  to  be  in  such  ill  get 
estates.  But  granting  matters  had  been 
thus,  the  law  was  open,  the  parliament  had 
provided  a  penalty  iqKMi  negligent  niagie> 
trates,  and  another  way  was  plain,  than 
this  direct  cassing  their  office.  And  it  is 
evident  these  commissionen  were  not  only 
established  as  chedcs  upon  the  legal  aaagi^' 
trates,  and  ordered  to  take  an  aceount  ef 
their  diligence,  but  were  directly  pnt  in 
their  room.  As  this  step,  for  what  I  can 
see,  was  every  way  singular,  yea,  OTersive 
both  of  the  private  rightH  of  persons  and 
families,  as  well  as  the  constitution  of  the 
kingdom,  so  the  granting  the  commiasiofr 
era  a  justiciary  power,  waa  equally  unpre- 
cedented and  unjust,  yea,  of  more  hazard- 
ous consequencoe,  by  so  far  as  a  man's  life 


power  of  the  council,  and  the  just  rigVU  o« \i»  w^^i^  li^\M^A^  xJawiVv^  ^^^i^i^w^d  means. 
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%  povar,  as  to 


TIm  quailUn  here  is,  not  only  wheiber 
thiM  offioers  of  the  army  were  persons  so 
wall  wmnti  in  criminal  matters,  as  to  be 
■bl«  to  jn%e  in  matters  of  life  and  death, 
wUeh  reqniie  the  ffrayest  eoort  in  a  na- 
tioii,  hat  likewise,  whether  one  man,  widi 
an^T  uwstisaoe,  if  this  may  he  spoken  of  in 
m  period  as  this,  eould  undertake  such 
kdge  rebels  through  four 
sUrcs,  in  bui];h  or  landward.  Yea,  the 
very  ^onnoil  themselTes  seem  to  be  sensible 
ai  tkiM,  when,  next  year,  they  appoint  dr- 

its  fftr  this  end. 

■After  all  this^  it  is  almost  needtem  to  ob- 
Iha*  they  ha?e  all  the  fines  they 
MkKt  Irom  OBch  aa  are  below  the  rsnk  of 
haritmnt  vni  though  they  were  to  account 
^M*  bsrltors'  fines,  yet  we  may  suppose  tfieir 
rants  with  tiw  treasury  woidd  not  be 
strict;  and  what  a  stretch  was  It,  to 
anbjeot  all  beriton,  some  of  the  greatest  in 
the  kiflfdom,  in  the  bounds  of  their  oouk 
tniasioaj  to  those  mean  and  profligate  men  7 
to  say  nothing  of  their  being  set  oYer  the 
magistnites  of  royal  buighs,  and  these  being 
■ude  responsible  to  them.  Notwithstanding 
•f  sU  this  unaoeountableness  of  this  new 
ofiee,  the  thing  took,  and  the  country  was 
fiMorftilfy  oppressed  by  them.  In  the  regis- 
Uin^  I  find  dirers  forms  of  commissions 
granted  to  diffwent  persons.  The  treasury 
ftunted.thoas  for  the  njdifting  of  fines,  and 
tkm  eonncil  ratify  these,  and  sometimes 
gfUBt  power  to  inqnnre  into  the  estates  of 
tiN  rebels,  sometimes  to  try  with  rebtion  to 
noet  siod  couTerse,  and  to  some  they  add  a 
jbslislaij  power.  It  was  almost  the  same 
thing' what  thahr  coasmission  was,  for  they 
sysily  apnnged  and  hazassed  the  country, 
npon  the  pretext  of  soma  irregularity  or 
oihar,  and  filled  their  own  pockets.  After 
tiMfonersl  act,  which  comprehends  all,  it 
waiM.  be  needlees  to  insert  all  the  oommia- 
simS'granted,  and  thwefore  I  shall  only  take 
aalioa  of  one  or  two  of  them  this  year,  and 
sane  more  of  a  different  natnre  will  fidl  in 
aftsrwarda 

•November  9th  this  year,  a  ednmission  is 
gnamtad  to  Crawford  of  Ardmillan,  for 
Carrick.  He  was  a  most  yinilent  persscn* 
tor  of  the  suffering  party,  and  it  had  been 
daolared  against  him  last  year  upon  oatli, 
that  ha  had  Buhoroed  witnesses  to  swear 


agiunst  the  lord  Bargeny,  and  the 
dnke  of  Hamilton,  and  threatened    ^^' 
them  with  present  death  if  they  would  not 
swear,  as  appears  by  Cnnningham  of  Mont- 
grenan's  deposition  before  the  council,  Au- 
gust, 1681,  which  hath  been  more  than  once 
printed ;  yet  such  a  man  is  now  pitched  on  to 
execute  the  laws.    At  the  same  itdentnt.  a 
commission  is  granted  to  Adam  Urqnhart  of 
Meldrum,  in  terms  of  the  act,  August  Sd, 
aboTe  insert.    It  relates  to  the  parishes  gf 
Stow,  Herriot,  Borth  wick.  Penny  cuik,Glen- 
corse,  Creighton,  Falla,  Temple,  Nicolsbn, 
Carrington,  East  and  Weat  Cslders,  with  the 
bounds  granted  to  him  before.    Noyember 
16th,  they  grant  a  commission  to  the  earl  6f 
Linlithgow,  for  the  shire  of  Linlithgow^ 
which  needs  not  be  repeated ;  and,  NoTenii- 
ber  S3d,  they  grant  a  commission  to  Johi^ 
Skene  of  Hallyards.    And,  December  20t]i^ 
the  council  grant  a  commission,  in  terms 
of  the  act  of  August  3d,  to  Kenneth  Mac- 
kenzie of  Suddie,  for  the  shires  of  Ross  an4 
Cromarty,  where  there  were,   it  seems^ 
irregularities ;  and  die  effects  of  the  minia- 
terial  labours  of  Messrs  Hogg^  Ma^^giiligen, 
and  other  presbyterian  ministers,  continuad 
till  the  ReTolution. 

Thus  we  have  seen  a  broad  foondatlon 
laid  for  a  heavy  persecution  in  all  comers 
of  the  country,  and  even  in  the  north'tirti 
shires,  where  presbyterians  were  company 
tively  very  ftw.  In  the  next  section,  I  shall 
give  some  hints,  of  the  prosecution  of  tiiese 
powers  granted  to  so  many. 

SBCTIOIf  UL 

Containing  same  general  account  of  the 
persecutiou  up  and  down  the  countr^y  this 
year. 

Wb  have  just  now  seen  foundations  laid  for 
a  veiy  severe  and  genersl  penecntion,  this 
year ;  but  it  is  Deadliil,that  this  matter  may 
stand  in  ita  full  lights  to  (tko  a  view  of 
what  followed  upon  theaa  laiga  commit* 
sious  in  the  west,  south,  and  other  places; 
and  I  shall  leave  the  psrticnlar  hardships  I 
have  larger  accounts  of,  to  the  next  section. 
I  have  already  notked.  that  thia  new  and 
general  pevsecation  owes  very  much  its  rise 
to  the  prelates,  and  hiahioif  Viteann&X 
journey   to   IauAou^  wdjI  ^Smsk^Sw^  ^Ar 
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•chemen   for   further   pcnecation 

cuno  to  take  some  air.  Th«  views  of 
them  that  presbyterians  had,  will  appear 
fixun  an  original  letter  of  the  reverend  Mr 
John  Caritairs,  to  Mr  Robert  W  jHe  then  in 
France,  of  the  date  May  30th.  The  pas- 
sage relative  to  this  is,  **  Things  here  have 
still  a  most  formidable  aspect,  and  I  hear, 
that  quickly  the  gentlemen  of  our  western 
shires,  will  be  put  to  bind  for  themselves 
and  these  under  them,  that  they  live  peace- 
ably and  orderly ;  which,  if  refused,  will  draw 
the  forces  on  them,  wherewith  they  have 
been  so  sore  squeeaed  already.  Not  going 
to  church,  bi^tiiing,  marrying  with  any 
other  than  the  regular  incumbents,  are  al- 
most every  where  severely  mulcted  and 
punished ;  neither  is  there  any  probable  ap- 


this  multitude  of  commissions  will  appear 
not  only  in  this  but  the  ibliowing  yean 
and  I  know  commissions  were  granted  to 
seversl  others  who  are  not  mentioned  in  the 
council  registers,  if  I  have  not  overlooked 
them,  as  to  the  laird  of  Lsgg  and  othen. 
It  is  only  some  genend  hints  of  the  pcne^ 
cution  this  year,  most  of  it  by  virtne  of 
these  commissions,  I  am  to  insert  herp. 
And,  it  may  be,  some  of  them  may  boloii<; 
to  some  of  the  following  years,  since  they 
want  particular  dates  sometimes. 

I  shall  only  observe  further,  that  the 
soldiers  were  sent  to  those  places  of  the 
country  where  these  commissioners  were  to 
act,  and  many  of  the  conmiissiouers  were  is 
some  office  in  the  army.  The  pretence  of 
this  was,  as  the  commissioners  represented 
to  the  council,  that  many  withdraw  their 


pearanceof  an  outgate;  'the  Lord  knoweth  , goods  to  elude  the  sentences  for  not  keep- 
how  to  deliver  the  godly  out  of  temptation.'  ing  their  parish  kirks,  &c.,  and  the  eouneit 
Many  ways  are  obvious  to  him,  when  none  allow  them  to  send  for  some  suldiers  after 
appear  to  us ;  he  can  save  by  prerogative, '  citation  or  sentence,  to  see  that  none  vi 


when  salvation  cannot  be  expected  by  com- 
mon rule." 

A  good  number  of  the  heritors  concerned 
in  Both  well  were  forfeited,  or  had  compoun- 
ded. The  common  prisoners  were  either 
transported,  or  othcrways  disposed  of;  but 
then  multitudes  had  not  fallen  into  their 
hands,  some  of  whom  were  declared  fugi- 
tives, but  many  were  cither  not  got  notice 
of,  or  overkx^ed,  and  had  been  now  openly 
about  their  business,  and  at  kirk,  market, 
fairs,  and  some  of  thorn  iu  posts  under  the 
government,  so  that  the  most  cautious  were 
perfectly  secure  as  to  their  converse  with 
them.  Yet  this  year  the  matter  of  reset,  of  ^ 
converse  with  such,  yea,  with  such  as  were 
habit  and  repute  to  have  been  in  the  rebel- 
lion, was  screwed  so  high,  as  involved  the 
whole  country,  and  every  body  was  at  the 
mercy  of  the  soldien  and  managers.  Though 
no  legal  sentence  had  been  pronoun<^ 
a|;ainst  a  person  for  being  at  Botbwell,  yet 
if  two  witnesses  deponed  he  was  repute  to 
be  there,  and  that  yon  had  conversed  with 
him,  this  was  reputed  treason,  as  in  the  case 
of  Bhickwood,  and  many  others.  And  the 
utmost  severity  was  resolved  on  in  this 
matter;  and  the  vast  nnrnber  of  commissions 


their  goods  be  withdrawn,  and  tliat  they  be 
inventared,  and  that  the  soldiers  ]>ay  lor 
their  quarters.  And  September  Sfd,  they 
order  a  party  of  soldiers  to  go  to  Kirkciv^ 
bright,  to  secure  the  lord  Livingstone  ia 
possession  of  the  estates  of  the  rebels  there 
gifted  to  him.  And  by  other  papers  1  find 
Claverhouse's  troop  came  in  and  kopt  f*ar- 
rison  at  the  Kenmuir,  September  this  yrar, 
and  ilk  horse  liad  allowod  him  three  pecks 
of  com,  and  eight  stone  of  straw  or  hay 
weekly.  And  at  the  same  time  another 
troop  was  settled  at  Kircudbright,  and  had 
allowed  for  each  horse,  two  pecks  of  oom, 
and  seven  stones  of  straw  or  hay  weekly. 
And  when  I  am  upon  this  head,  the  reader 
will  have  some  view  of  the  work  of  ihs 
soldiers  of  Kirkcudbright,  at  this  time, 
from  an  original  order  just  now  before  air, 
to  a  sergeant  and  fifteen  of  them,  whick 
deserves  a  room  here;  and,  from  it,  Wd 
may  guess  of  their  practice  in  other  places 
The  order  follows.  "  Sergeant  I'ersie,  ia 
obedience  to  my  lord  Liringstone's  oom- 
mands  to  me,  you  are  hereby  ordered  to  f^ 
with  your  fifteen  dragoons,  presently  under 
your  command,  and  quarter  them  propor- 
tionally, as  yon  think  (*ouvenient,  upon  the 


^r/i'en  outy  wtre  partly  in  order  to  the  cxe- .  ^r«iended    heritonj    of   Marcartuey,    and 
cutioj^  of  this.     The  lamentablo  (ruiU  o^veifflavV»VVi^i«»^>>^^^\>^^^^^^^>^«cv^^  aisd 


CIIAP.  VI.] 


OF  TH£  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


SS3 


possessors  of  the  liuids  of  Bar,  (and  glaiaten 
liertainiiif  thereonlOi)  ay  and  while  they 
come  into  Kirkcudhright  to  me,  and  take 
tacks  of  the  haill  forementioned  Umds  from 
mej  in  name  of  Geoife  lord  LiYingstone, 
donatar  of  the  same;  and  not  only  find 
caution  for  the  yearly  rent  thereof  in  time 
coming,  but  also  make  payment  of  all  bye- 
goncs,  preceding  the  term  of  Whitsunday 
last,  from  fiothwelL  You  are  toezact  free 
quarter  during  your  abode,  and,  if  need  be, 
to  take  what  you  stand  in  need  of  for  your 
proTision,  from  them,  without  prejudice  to 
any  other.  You  are  also  to  dispossess  and 
remoTO  the  lady  Holm  younger,  forth  of 
tha  lands  of  Marcartney,  and  to  cause  some 
of  your  party  to  possess  the  same  till  fur- 
tJbec.  orders.  And  you  are  not  to  remove 
from  any  of  your  quarters,  till  such  time  as 
you.  receive  my  order  of  new  for  that  effect 
Subscribed,  for  warranty  at  Kirkcudbright, 
the  itSd  day  of  October,  1682. 

•'ThowLidderdale." 

It  ia  time  now  to  give  some  general  view 
oC  the  oppression  of  the  country  this  year, 
in  prosecution  of  the  former  laws,  and  these 
commissions  and  powers.  The  efforts  of  the 
persecutors  were  unweariable,  in  their  har^ 
assiBg  of  all  nonconformists  to  prelacy,  by 
their,  soldiers^  searchings,  courts,  and  many 
other  ways;  and  we  shall  have  occasion  to 
observe  Um  inferior  clergy  pretty  open,  and 
nsost  willing  agents  in  these  cruelties.  The 
stindm  were  now  made  almost  universally 
upon  all  pvsabyteriaBS  and  nonconformbts 
to  prelacy ;  and  the  moat  part  now  brought 
to  tEOohle,  had  no  active  share  in  Bothwell 
or  Ayvs-ttoss,  and  could  not  be  reached 
for  field  oonventieles.  Particular  instances 
would  be  endless.  1  shall  then  put  together 
io»e  icnr  things  in  each  part  of  the  country 
where/  the  persecution  raged,  as  a  vidimu$ 
of  tfie  Jaaentable  state  of  the  country  at 
preaeuL  There  was  no  register  kept  of  the 
courte  lield  by  them,  nor  was  it  their  in- 
terest it  should  be  so ;  and  any  accounts  i 
giwrn,  ere  the  more  short  and  indistinct. 

To.  begin  with  the  south  this  year,  David 
Graham  held  courts  both  in  Galloway  and 
Nitksdals,  whether  under  Claverhouse,  or 
bye  particular  n'arrant,  I  know  not  I^hall 
notice  a  lew  iosbwces  which  are  before  me, 


without  any  other  date  than  the  .^^p 
year.  In  the  parish  of  Twinam,  he 
had  all  his  informations  from  the  curate. 
He  imprisoned  several  country  women 
with  sucking  children  on  their  breasts, 
because  they  would  not  give  bond  to  keep 
the  church,  and  hear  their  persecuting  in< 
cumbent  In  the  parish  of  Tunnergarth, 
in  Mithsdale  I  suppose,  courts  were  held, 
at  which  husbands,  under  such  and  such 
penalties,  were  made  to  oblige  themselves 
either  to  bring  their  wives  to  the  church, 
or  engage  not  to  harbour  or  reset  them; 
and  some  in  the  parish,  who  scrupled  at 
hearing  the  incumbents,  were  forced,  by 
their  husbands,  to  wander  up  and  down; 
and  others,  by  force,  were  carried  to  hear 
the  curate:  and  when  he  came  into  th^ 
pulpit,  some  of  them  would  speak  and  cry 
out  against  him,  as  the  fountain  of  all  their 
trouble.  In  the  same  place,  there  was  a 
poor  old  woman,  really  pious,  as  my  infofi- 
mation  bears,  lame  of  botli  of  her  anm, 
and  having  but  little  sight  to  guide  her  any 
where  from  her  own  house,  for  mere  non* 
conformity  was  cast  out  of  her  cottage  by 
the  soldiers,  and  her  house  rased  to  the 
ground.  Upon  this  she  was  obliged  to 
hide  herself  in  a  neighbour  house.  The 
curate  getting  notice  of  it,  came  himself 
with  a  party  of  soldiers  to  the  house,  and, 
having  found  her  out,  said,  **Jean,  you 
shall  crook  no  more  in  Moss-side,*'  and 
sent  her  away  with  the  soldiers  that  she 
might  be  turned  out  of  the  parish;  and 
added,  **  she  was  a  scabbed  hog,  and  wonkl 
infea  all  the  flock.'*  However,  her  br»* 
ther,  by  a  little  money,  prevailed  with  the 
soldiers,  and  got  her  back,  and  harboured 
her  a  few  days  till  she  got  to  a  better 
world.  The  same  incumbent  hearing  o^ 
several  religious  people  in  Tunnergarth, 
who  used  to  meet  together  for  prayer,  fell 
upon  such  methods,  as  to  hinder  their 
meeting  in  any  house  of  the  pari^j  and 
plainly  threatened  any  boose  he  suspected 
they  could  gather  in,  with  staging  them  ibc 
a  conventicle.  The  honest  people  betook 
themsel^-es  to  a  retired  place  in  the  fields^ 
and  used  to  meet  there  for  that  exercise. 
As  soon  as  this  came  to  the  incumbent's 
knowledge,  he  went  to  then.  Uimaftlf^^  %sA 
scattered  them,  t\\x^Xeiaxi%  \a  ^^^ai^^^;»!i&\ 
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and,  which  was  worse,  having  no- 
^^^'"  ticcd  the  persons  carefully,  he  sent 

for  a  company  of  soldiers,  and  directed  them 

to  their  houses,  which  they  pillaged  and 

rifled,  for  no  other  cause  than  what  is  abore. 
No  small  share  had  the  episcopal  minis- 
ters in  this  hot  persecution  in  this  country, 

at  this  time.     In  the  parish  of  Lochmaben, 

£  find  Mr  George  Graham  incumbent  there, 

a  violent  pusher  of  severities  against  non- 
conformists.   He  used  to  give  in  delations 

against  them,  and  was  reidly  the  cause  of 

all  their  hardships;    though  the   papen 

before  me  say,  it  is  notoriously  known, 

that  he  screened  some  things  of  a  deeper 

dye.      Some  of  his  elders,  such  as  they 

were,  used  habitually  to  profiuie  the  Sab- 
bath;   some  good   people  of   the  parish 

threatened  them  with  a  delation,  and  were 

resolved  upon  it,  had  they  not  been  hinder- 
ed.    Somo  of  the  profane  persons  against 

whom  they  resolved  to  complain,  way-laid 

them,  and  endeavoured  to  murder  tiieni; 

and  it  was  notour,  Mr  Graham  did  all  in 

h\»  power  to  palliate  them  as  to  botli ;  and 

he   was  generally  observed    to    overlook 

the  fornicators  in  his  pannh.     Near  by,  in 

the  parish  of  St  Mungo  in  Aunundale,  an 

o!d    man    was   fined    by   cornet   Giiiham 

for  bare  nonconformity,  and  forced  to  leave 

his  houHC  and  wander;  and  he,  with  too 

manv   in  the    same    circumstances,  were 

really  put  very  hard  to  it.     The  country 

were  so  liound  up,  by  the  fear  of  soldiers, 

and  not  a  few  by  direct  oaths,  that  they 

could    have   no  reset,  and   were    in    the 

greatest  difficulties  for  want  of  subsistence. 

The  old  man  sometimes  haunted  about  his 

own  house,  mostly  to  get  a  little  to  satisfy 

his   hunger;   whereupon  his   master   was 

fined   in  five  hundred   merks  at  some  of 

these  courts,  and  allowed  regress.      And 

further,  lie  was  empowered,  upon  notice  of 

his  coming  on  his  ground,  to  employ  the 

soldiers  to  catch  liim,  and  if  he  was  caught, 

be  was  to  be  dis«'harged  his  fiiio,  and  if  he 

was   miss«*d   ho   was   to  pay  it.     In   that 

same  pari>h  of  St  Mungo,  there  was  a  boy, 

not  alK)ve  sixteon  years  of  age,  cited  to  one 

*)f  the  courts  held  this  year  or  the  next, 

for  not  keeping  the  church,  and  his  age 
made  him  free  of  any  other  \h\n}».    VThciv » i 
iw  (fid  not  conip4>nr,  cornet  Ciralium  sent  a \  m\w^.    \w  vV«  ^«x\A\  ^^vn  ^Wmuce,  be 


party  of  toldiera  to  quarter  upon  his  fiither, 
who  was  regular  enough.  Bleannrliile,  the 
father  was  cited  to  the  court  next  meetin* 
where  the  comet  reqcured  a  bond  of  him, 
never  to  reset,  converse  with,  countenance, 
or  any  way  supply  his  own  son.  The  in- 
cumbent of  the  parish  sitting  in  court,  wud, 
''that  it  was  fit  and  reasonable  the  fadier 
should  suffer  for  hit  son,  who  was  but  a 
child,  and  his  parents  ought  to  have  made 
him  rffular  by  a  bridle,  the  poor  youtb, 
however,  was  forced  to  wander  up  and 
doH^  in  cold  and  storma,  without  any  shel- 
ter, till  he  fell  into  a  moat  violent  fever, 
and  had  nobody  to  look  after  him.  In- 
numerable are  the  instances  of  thia  nature, 
that  might  be  gathered  from  the  different 
parishes  in  that  country.  Parents  who 
were  entirely  regular,  were  bound  nnder 
great  penalties,  not  to  speak  to^  or  reset 
their  children;  and  some  of  the  coarser 
sort  of  them  were  brought,  by  frights  from 
the  soldiers,  to  use  great  severities  on  their 
children,  to  force  them  to  go  to  church. 
Meanwhile,  neither  clergy  nor  soldien 
troubled  the  papists  in  these  bounds :  they 
had  popish  priests  continually  among  them, 
and  mass  publicly  and  regularly  gone 
about ;  but,  it  seems,  these  were  their  goud 
friends,  and  never  disturbed. 

Let  us  turn  into  Galloway,  and  we  shall 
find  matters  much  in  the  same  posture,  lo 
February  this  year,  there  was  a  very  honest 
country  man  in  the  parish  of  Balmaghie, 
suspect  to  have  been  at  Both  well,  but  do 
evidence  found  against  him ;  however,  the 
soldiers  came  to  search  the  house  for  him, 
but  he  was  got  out  of  the  way :  his  wile 
was  but  a  few  hours  brought  to  bed  of  s 
child,  and  they  most  barbarously  turned 
her  out  to  the  fields,  and  rified  the  houste 
This  same  man  was  in  April  delated  for 
nonconformity,  and  as  suspect  of  being  at 
Both  well,  by  the  curate.  By  a  little 
money,  ho  got  his  name  scored  out  of  tbe 
roll,  which  the  curate  noticing,  challenged, 
and  nothing  would  satisfy  him  till  he  got 
a  party  of  soldiers  sent  to  his  house,  who 
rilled  it  a  second  time. 

Ill  August  this  year,  Claverhouse  attack- 
ed multitudes  of  nonconformists,  who  werf 
not  so  much  as  alleged  to  liaro  been  in  anr 
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seized  John  Anhbald,  Anthony  M*Hr}'de,  alo.if  hcshouMjjotohrllamlwM'k  il."  j^^.^ 
Jului  Alachiunochiin,  and  John  M'allAce,  The ^ntlcniaii  said  innocently  to  him, 
merely  for  not  hearinj;^  of  the  incumbenU.  '*  if  once  you  were  there,  you  will  not  come 
They  were  broujj^ht  to  Stranraer,  and  lay  in  back  to  tell  news/*  Whereupon  the  A»oldier 
prison  twelve  weeks;  and  because  they  fell  a  threshing  him  \\ith  a  thorn  stafi'; 
ivfused  to  oblige  thenuiclves  to  wait  upon '  immediately  the  gentleman  closed  in,  and 
oidinances,  and  live  regularly,  as  it  was  \  wrestled  with  him  in  his  own  defence,  till 
termed,  tbey  were  not  only  kept  in  prison,  [  the  rest  of  the  soldiers  parted  tluMu.  The 
Lot  soldiers  sent  to  their  houses  to  quar- !  soldier  in  a  little  time  went  oH',  and  resolv- 
ter  on  their  families,  and  eat  up  all  their  :  ing  to  be  avenged,  came  to  his  commanding 
living:  twelve  horse  were  quartered  upon  .  olHcer  with  a  multitude  of  lies,  and  got 
one^  seven  upon  another,  and  so  propor- ,  another  party,  by  his  direction,  who  took 


tionally,  as  their  stock  would  bear.     An- 
thony  M'Bryde*s  seven    soldiers,  though 


the  gentleman,  as  he  was  on  his  way  com- 
ing to  inform  the  oHicer,  and  carried  him 


they  had  plenty  of  victuals  in  his  house,  away  prisoner.  The  cause  was  not  hesird 
such  as  country  places  aflbrd,  they  would  i  for  sometime;  meanwhile  both  the  parties 
have  his  wife  go  out  on  tlie  sabbath  day, '  quartered  upon  the  house,  eat  up  all  about 


and  bring  in  two  sheep  and  slay  them :  this 
she  refused,  whereupon  one  of  them  threat- 
ened  to  throw  her  into  a  large  fire  before 
them,  and  attempted  to  do  it,  but  was  pre- 
vented by  the  family.  After  these  men  had 
been  a  quarter  of  a  year  in  prison,  and 
their  houses  thus  spoiled,  (.hiverhouse  or- 
dered them  to  be  tied  two  and  two  to- 
gether, and  set  upon  bare-backed  horses, 
and  carried  into  Kdinburgh,  there  to  be 
tried.  When  they  had  gone  one  day's 
journey,  he  sent  his  servant  to  tliem,  nith 
bonds  to  be  signed  by  them,  a  tliousand 
merks  per  piece,  and  promised  them  their 
li]»erty;  the  bonds  ran  just  in  common 
form,  and  therein  tliey  obliged  tliemselves 
to  pay  the  sum  u|>on  demand.  This  was 
yieMed  to,  and  thcj  got  home ;  and  the 
most  of  them  paid  the  money,  yet  tliis  did 
not  prevent  many  new  hardships  during 
the  following  years.  This  is  another  in- 
stance of  oppression  of  people  in  their  t^ivil 
nshtMf  under  pretext  of  religion.  Anotlier 
instance  of  cruelty,  at  this  time  1  meet 
with  in  the  parish  of  Anworth.  A  troop 
of  dragoons  came  into  that  parish,  and  a 
gentleman  there  had  seven  of  them  for  his 
shar^.  They  wanted  for  nothing  in  that 
house  hut  ale,  and,  instead  of  that,  had 
milk  in  abundance.  One  of  the  soldiers 
came  to  the  gentleman,  and  ordered  him  to 


ity  perfectly  destroyed  the  meadows,  and 
took  away  all  the  gentleman*s  horses. 
When  the  oiFicer  came  to  examine  the 
nuLtter,  he  found  the  soldier  had  misrepre- 
geiited  the  thing  to  him,  and  dismiM><Ml  the 
gentleman,  but  would  not  punish  the  sol- 
dier, nor  restore  what  was  taken  away  by 
his  men,  far  less  satisfy  for  damage  done. 

This  same  year,  James  Harris  of  Ard- 
menoch,  and  John  his  son,  men  of  known 
integrity  and  usefulness  in  their  stations, 
were,  for  mere  refusing  to  hear  the  innun- 
bents,  after  many  ravages  committed  upon 
their  houses  and  lands,  carried  prisoners  to 
Dumfries  by  captain  Strachan,  and  kept 
there  till  they  paid  lifteiMi  pounds  ten  bhil- 
lings  sterling,  line,  besides  thirty  shillings 
to  the  jailors.  The  4»ld  man  had  paid  forty 
pounds  Scots  to  Sir  Janii>s  Turner,  besides 
several  other  smaller  sums  at  different  times. 

I  come  now  to  the  shire  -  of  Ayr,  and 
there  Ardmillan,  but  especially  major 
White,  oppressed  the  country  most  grievous- 
ly. John  Boyd  schoolmaster  iu  Co  wend, 
fonuerly  an  indwcUer  in  the  shire  of  Ayr, 
wiiK  this  year,  at  the  instance  of  Ardmillan, 
merely  for  not  hearing  the  curates,  sorely 
harassed.  1  lis  house  was  three  times  rob- 
bed of  all  the  furniture  in  it,  by  the  sol- 
diers, lie  was  forced  to  pay  forty  pounds 
Scots  to  Ardmillan,  and  after  that  carried 


provide  them  in  ale ;  the  other  answered  .  in  prisoner  to  Edinhni^h,  when*  he  lay 
him  calmly,  "There  was  none  about  them  j  three  months  in  close  prison,  and  before  he 
to  be  had;  and  till  the  waters,  at  present  j  was  liberate  paid  upwards  of  an  hundred 
very  much  up,  were  fallen,  none  could  be  ;  pounds  Scots,  whereby  he  was  reduced  tu 
had.**     The  soldier  said,  "  he  would  have  '  great  wauU.     M»y>t  \\\\\\«  ^\\  \\\  -a^  \'ix- 
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Ucular  manner  excrce  his  corn- .  swear,  or  wlio  confcsse<)  any  tiling,  w  «je 
mission  this  year,  in  the  shire  of  fined  by  the  major  in  exorbitant  suma^ 
Ayr.  Ue  went  throun^h  abnost  every  j  some  in  sums  far  above  what  they  were 
pariah  in  particuhur,  fining  nonconform-  j  really  worth.  After  the  seutent-e,  the 
isti,  and  imprisoning  not  a  few.     I  find  :  nuyor  had  his  own  ways  of  Bi^nfyiii<i:,  Uiat 


him,  together  with  Mr  John  Cockbnm, 
and  William  Cricbton  sheriff-depute,  hold- 
ing a  court  at  Kilmarnock.  Much  of  the 
country  round  was    summoned,  and  the 


if  they  gave  the  clerk  so  mm:li,  six  dullsn» 
was  the  ordinary  quota,  and  the  poori'r 
sort  less,  for  an  allowance  to  take  tlie 
abovementioned  bond,  they  should  hare  uu 


curates  were  the  principal  delaters ;  and  at  more  trouble :  but  all  who  took  not  thi« 
this  place  he  pressed  the  following  bond,  bond,  or  at  least  who  paid  not  the  «aid 
'*We  undersubscribers    respectively  bind    sums,  which  were  heightened  in  case  the 


and  oblige  us,  our  wives  and  children,  and 
servants,  that  we  shall  in  all  time  coming 
keep  onr  parish-church,  and  shall  not  be 
present  at  house  or  field  conventicles,  nor 
receive  baptism  to  any  of  our  children 
from  any  minister  but  our  own  parish  min- 
ister, and  in  case  of  his  absence,  from  the 
next  conformist  minister;  and  shall  not 
harbour,  reset,  or  entertain  any  intercom- 
muned  persons  or  vagrant  preachers :  and 
all  this  under  the  pain  and  penalty  of  an 

hundred  merks,  to  be  paid  by  me  to 

for  each  failie  in  the  same."     When  the 


bond  %va8  not  complied  with,  were  imme- 
diately sent  to  prison;  and  such  mulutud^y 
were  imprisoned,  that  they  were  in  hazard 
of  stifling.  Vast  quantities  of  money  were 
this  way  extorted  from  the  poor  country, 
and  that  almost  in  every  parish.  I  have 
seen  very  large  accounts  of  the  sums  in 
some  parishes  of  the  shire  of  Ayr. 

In  the  small  parish  of  Dalmellington,  at 
one  of  major  White's  courts  this  year,  the 
following  persons  were  fined  in  the  after 
sums,  for  being  present  at  one  sermua 
preached  by  Mr  George  Barclay,  at  the 
chapel  in  Straitou  parish.  Roger  Dunn  in 
M'CIolmston,  actually  paid  an  huudriHl 
merks,  besides  thirty  pounds  to  Drum«iiv, 


country  people  appeared  before  this  court, 
they  were  firat  sworn  to  decUre  the  verity, 
and  nothing  less  or  more,  of  every  thing 
which  should  be  inquired  of  them.  Then  ;  to  bring  his  tine  so  low.  John  Edgar  in 
they  were  inquired  upon  oath,  if  they  \  Daharro  paid  fifty  merks.  Robert  Dunn  in 
were  guilty  of  hearing  sermon  at  house  or  Lastdu-liill  paid  an  hundred  merks,  and 
field  oonventicle8,since  the  indemnity  1670.  i  thirty  pounds  to  Drunisuy,  to  briii^  it  so 
Further,  they  were  asked  if  they  had  kept  low.  l^eter  M*Wbittcr  in  Waterside  piud 
their  parish-kirk  during  that  time,  at  least  au  hundred  nicrks,  and  some  time  aft^r  tliis 
once  in  three  sabbaths,  with  many  other  an  hundred  pounds  for  his  \vife*s  not  kce|>- 
questious.  If  they  declared  lipon  their  jiug  the  churcli.  David  M^Oill  in  Druin- 
oath,  that  they  had  been  regular,  they  j  grange  paid  fifty  merks.  Johu  Wright  in 
were  diiuiiissed  upon  their  signing  the  I  Barclaystouu  paid  fifty  merks.  James  Dunn 
bond;  but  it  was  few  who  were  summoned  i  inBluewhat  paid  an  hundred  merks.  Konald 
could  do  so.*  fc>uch  as  either  would  not  Rob  paid  twenty-five  merks,  and  was  im- 
prisoned four  days.  John  Cuniiinghani  in 
Keirhill  compeared  not,  and  his  family  uas 
obliged  to  disperse,  and  all  left  in  hin  houM! 
was  plundered.  Anthony  Bizzard  in  Dvih 
asken,  was  fined  in  an  hundred   pouudx 


*  Bishop  Burnet  Ukei  notft^e  of  this  circuin- 
stauce,  and  remarks  upon  it.  **  \Vheii  the 
people  saiT  this  they  came  nil  to  church  again, 
aiid  that  in  places  where  sermon  had  been  dts- 
euntioued  for  naoy  years,  but  in  so  awkward  a 
manner,  that  it  was  visible  they  did  not  mean  to 
ii'onhip  God,  but  only  to  stay  some  time  within 
the  cbarch  walla.  Yet  most  of  the  cJergy  seamed 
to  b«  transported  witli  this  change,  and  sent  up 
many  panegyrics  nfthe  glorious  services  the  duice 
had  done  their  church.  The  enemiee  of  religion 
observed  the  Ul>nature  of  the  one  side,  aud  the 
cowardliness  of  the  other,  und  censured  both. 
Ileuce  an  Impious  and  ntlicisliral  leaven  l>egan 
to  corrupt  many  of  thi>  youn^iri'  mu\,  which  h:is 
made  H  {;n'ut  prvigrrM  in  that  kingdom  w\uc\\ 


hefore  was  the  freest  from  it  of  any  iiatiuu  ia 
Christendom."  — Vol.  1.  p.  i^9S. 

TliiN  Ntrikingly  illustrates  the  tendency  ufsiirli 
enactnieiitk  to  produce  either  a  steady  and  con- 
sciiMitious  ri'!>istance  on  the  one  hand,  or  a  hi*i* 
hyjMKiisy  on  the  other.  The  elfi'ctk  In  U*ih 
CitM-x  uve  much  to  be  deprec^itrd ;  hut  who  n 
there  that  would  not  preler  a  manly  icsiatame 
;  Vo  A  uw.Mi  aud  timc-serviiij;  conipHaiice  f^^Ed. 
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John  Binafd  hi  Laj^^ht  paid  twenty-five 
merles,  ifid  ims  imprisoned  four  days. 
From  sndl  mnltitades  in  so  small  a  parish 
foi*  one  iermon  ont  of  the  parish,  of  which 
I  have  ao  attested  account,  the  reader 
win  ^sss  what  was  uplifted  in  othei^ 
places. 

This  same  year,  the  earl  of  Dnmfries 
charged  all  persons  in  the  parishes  of 
Aachmleck  and  Cumnock,  to  appear  belbre 
htm,  and  fined  all  who  had  baptised  chil- 
dren with  any  other  than  the  incumhent, 
in  fifty  pounds  each,  poindings  and  driving 
their  cattle  and  goods  till  they  paid  it.  My 
information  bears,  that  one  Andrew  Pathen, 
in  tlie  parish  of  Auchinleck,  was  forced  to 
pay  his  fifty  pounds,  because  he  kept  his 
child  unbaptized  six  weeks,  though  after- 
ward he  carried  it  to  the  incumbent  An- 
other in  the  same  parish,  Henry  Stopton, 
was  flfned  in  sixty  pounds,  because  he  re- 
fused to  tell  #ho  baptized  his  child.  Such 
who  did  hot  compear  before  these  iniquitotis 
courts,  were  in  absence  Ikiost  rigorously 
and  severely  fined.  Thus  David  Moody, 
in  the  same  parish,  for  not  appearing  be- 
fore major  White's  court,  was  fined  in  an 
hundred  and  eighty  merks,  and  was  forced 
to  displenish  his  house,  and  vrander  up  and 
down,  where  for  many  weeks  he  lay  in  the 
open  fields.  But  these  oppressions  and  ar- 
bitrary finings  are  in  such  multitudes  in 
this  and  the  following  years,  (hat  I  can 
name  but  a  very  few  of  them.  It  may  be, 
i  shall  essay  in  some  place  or  other  in  this 
history  to  give  a  general  estimate  of  them. 

I  come  eastward  to  the  shire  of  Lanark. 
In  the  town  of  Ruthei^enf,  the  provost  was 
very  severe  in  his  finings,  as  I  find  by  an 
attested  account  He  sent  his  oflUcers  to 
a  widow  woman's  house  there,  to  seize  her 
only  son,  who  did  not  hear  the  curate. 
The  youth  did  not  incline  to  appear,  and 
widi  a  struggle  got  out  of  the  officer's 
hands;  whereupon  the  provost,  with  his 
officers,  came  and  seized  his  sister,  alleging 
she  was  accessory  to  her  brother's  escape, 
and  fined  her  in  thirty  pounds.  The  old 
woman  meanwhile,  through  sorrow,  fear, 
and  concern,  thickened,  and  had  no  body  to 
look  after  her,  and  yet  so  cruel  was  the 
provost,  tliat  he  would  not  allow  her 
d;iu;*ht«fr  to  come  out  on  hail,  And  minister 


to  her  in  her  seemingly  dying  catse.  . -.^ 
Instead  of  this,  in  a  few  days,  Deceoi- 
ber  37th,  1683,  after  ten  at  n%ht,  he  cams 
with  his  officers,  and  assaulted  the  house 
with  sword  in  hand.  The  poor  woman  calm- 
ly  opened  unto  him,  and  seeing  his  sword 
drawn,  said,  dear  provost,  sober  yourself, 
what  are  you  seeking?  He  answered  with 
oaths,  he  was  seeking  her  son,  who,  he  was 
snre,  was  in  the  house  prayhig.  H6 
searched  the  house,  and  found  him  nol^ 
but  left  not  the  poor  woman  till  she  paid 
him  twenty  nkerks.  The  people  in  that 
placed  could  not  but  observe,  that  his  wife 
in  a  few  days  died  in  child-birth,  and  three 
children  in  a  very  little  time  died  of  tho 
king's  etil,  and  a  fourth  not  loAg  after,  and 
himself  fell  linder  the  scandal  of  adultery, 
and  died  childless.  A  great  deal  of  tidt 
severity  was  owid^  to  the  incunHbent  of 
this  place.  Upon  etery  turn  I  have  occa* 
sion  to  oteel^e,  fhtft  the  dergy  not  onlj 
instigate  to  this  rigorous  procedure  againift 
such  who  could  not  in  conscience  submit 
to  them,  but  w6re  the  prime  informera 
asfairist  poor  people.  In  their  visiting  ot 
families  they  were  very  careful  to  examine^ 
and  generally  took  a  note  of  such  who  did 
not  keep  the  church.  Without  breach  of 
charity,  I  may  say,  thb  was  one  of  the 
main  views  some  of  them  hiftl  in  visiting; 
and  at  most  of  their  courts  the  rolls  of 
delinquents  were  formed  out  of  the  incnm« 
bent's  roll  I  have  a  well-vouched  account 
of  that  profligate  man  Mr  Hugh  BhiiK, 
incumbent  at  Kutherglen,  to  this  purposes 
This  year  he  was  visiting  in  that  town^ 
and  challenged  a  womaA  very  hard  upon 
her  not  keeping  tlie  church.  She  began 
to  give  her  reasons,  and  among  other 
things  spoke  of  the  obligation  of  the  cov- 
enants :  this  put  the  poor  man  into  a  ter- 
rible rage,  and  among  other  opprobrious 
and  abominable  discourse,  he  called  her 
very  openly  a  covenanted  whore.  The 
woman  bad  not  so  learned  religion  as  to 
render  railing  for  railing,  though  she  liad 
good  enough  ground  to  have  told  him,  he 
was  at  that  time  lying  in  whoredom  with 
one  of  his  own  servants,  as  within  a  while 
came  publicly  to  bo  known. 

In  the  parish  of  Kilbride,  in  the  same 
shire,  cap\a\i\  \ttwVv4\uix«tt(ATQMii  ^aasSCws*, 
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uoder  pfetezt  of  searcbing  for  wan- 
-  -  '  derers,  and  such  who  had  been  at 
Bothwell,  especially  John  Niabet,  who  liad 
been  at  Dnunclog  and  BothwelL  He  seised 
three  country  men,  Andrew  Mack,  John 
Camduff,  and  Thomas  Miller.  Those  men 
either  would  not,  or  could  not  give  him  the 
information  he  was  desirous  of,  and  there- 
fore he  put  them  to  their  oath,  super  im- 
guireudii,  but  they  peremptorily  refused  to 
give  it ;  whereupon  he  caused  blind  them, 
and  put  fiery  matches  betwixt  their  fingers, 
which  put  them  to  terrible  torment,  and 
perfectly  maimed  their  hands.  One  of 
them,  in  the  extremity  of  his  torment,  con- 
fetMed  somewhat  or  other  he  knew,  which, 
afterward  upon  his  reflection,  well  nigh 
distracted  him.  This  power  of  torture 
lodged  in  every  commander  of  a  party  of 
soldiers,  1  am  of  opinion  can  scarce  be  par- 
alleled in  any  other  christian  or  civilized 
nation.  The  same  captain  came  a  little 
after  this  to  a  widow  woman's  house  in  the 
same  parish,  with  a  design  to  apprehend 
her  son.  He  was  happily  from  home  that 
day.  The  captain  missing  him,  and  being 
told  he  was  really  from  home,  called  all 
the  neighbours  together,  and  obliged  them 
with  the  family  itself  to  swear  in  this  form, 
"  By  the  eternal  God,  and  as  I  am  content 
to  lose  my  part  in  heaven,  I  know  not 
where  John  Mack  is."  One  of  them  re- 
fnsing  to  swear  this  irreligious  oath,  the 
captain  with  his  soldiers  beat  him  with 
guns  and  staves,  till  they  lefl  liim  for  dead. 
This  power  to  every  soldier  to  impose  hor- 
rid and  unaccountable  oaths  upon  the 
lieges,  is  another  peculiarity  of  these  times, 
which  I  leave  to  their  advocates  to  vindi- 
cate. 

Much  about  the  same  time,  the  laird  of 
Hallyards,  with  a  party  of  soldiers,  made 
terrible  havoc  in  the  parish  of  East-Monk- 
land,  and  neighbouring  places  in  the  same 
ehire.  He  and  his  party  came  upon  seven- 
teen or  eighteen  f^ilies  in  that  parish, 
and  seised  upon  their  whole  crops  and  sub- 
staiu^,  for  no  other  reason  but  mere  uoii- 
conformity,  and  proven  only  by  the  verbal 
information  of  the  incnmbent  He  would 
allow  them  the  use  of  nothing  which  wa» 
thdr  own,  until  they  paid  a  fine  as  large  as 
be  plvttsed,  besides  fonrtccn  pence  for  ea^^Vi 


day  he  and  his  mcii  had  been  aatinf  their 
moU,  and  his  hones  thsir  stimw  and  com. 
Some  paid  an  hnndred  pounds  Soots,  some 
an  hundred  merks^  sobm  fifty,  together 
with  the  former  daily  quota  for  riding- 
money  ;  and  the  oonsnmption  and  dcstmc- 
tion  made  upon  their  houaes,  came  very 
near  to  as  much  as  their  fine.  They  used 
to  seethe  com  for  their  horses,  oanch  more 
than  they  oould  consume,  and  then  would 
abuse  and  cast  out  the  rest;  they  were 
sure  to  spoil  every  thing  they  did  not  de- 
stroy, and  such  who  would  not  compound 
with  them,  and  pay  their  fine,  had  every 
thing  that  was  theirs  destroyed.  And  to 
give  the  whole  of  this  barbarity  on  this 
parish  together,  next  summer  Meldrum 
came  after  Hallyards  upon  the  very  same 
families,  and  drove  their  cattle  and  goods, 
and  took  four  of  the  men  prisoners,  and 
forced  them  to  pay  an  hundred  marks 
apiece,  and  the  rest  were  obliged  to  com- 
pound. Eastfield,  a  feuar  there,  would 
enter  into  no  agreement  with  them,  and 
they  robbed  him  of  goods  and  victual,  mo- 
derately speaking,  to  the  value  of  a  thou- 
sand six  hundred  merks.  And  to  complete 
their  ruin,  in  winter  that  same  year,  Arch- 
ibald Inglis,  a  commander  under  Hallyanls 
came  upon  them,  and  seized  upon  their 
crop  for  their  continuing  iu  nonconformity. 
He  alleged  that  the  persons  who  had 
bought  their  crop  last  year,  had  suffered 
them  to  possess  it  and  their  goods;  and 
their  ground  was  sown  n'ith  com  bought 
from  the  soldiers,  and  the  increase  was 
theirs,  and  they  Jiad  a  title  to  seize  it,  un- 
less they  could  produce  testimonials,  that 
they,  their  wives  and  children,  had  kept 
the  church.  Presbyterians  have  been  mo»t 
griiundiessly  and  foolishly  charged  with 
asserting,  that  dominion  and  property  are 
founded  upon  grace ;  but  according  to  this 
reasoning,  dominion  and  property  are  in- 
deed founded  on  conformity  to  prelairf. 
The  poor  people  were  forced  to  compound 
a  second  or  third  time,  for  what  was  their 
own,  and  such  as  did  not,  were  cast  out  of 
house  and  holding.  And  if  any  of  their 
compassionate  neighbours  offered  to  save 
any  thing  that  belonged  to  them^  or  har- 
boured them,  the  soldiers  dealt  the  bamt 
\fv^  with  them. 
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One  pieee  of  barbarity  at  this  time  I 
cannot  omit  The  lame  Inglis  came  with 
A  IMurty  to  the  western  Ambockles,  in  the 
aame  parish ;  the  man  they  were  searching^ 
for  was  fled,  or  was  not  at  home.  The 
soldiers  alleged  that  some  part  of  that 
yearns  crop  was  disposed  of,  and  forced  the 
women  of  the  house  to  swear  if  it  was  so, 
when  they  saw  the  goodman,  or  if  they 
knew  where  he  was.  After  this  they  found 
a  boy  of  about  fifteen  years  or  under,  and 
would  have  him  to  swear  as  above,  and 
upon  oath  declare  where  his  master  was. 
The  youth  refusing,  they  struck  him  with 
swords  till  he  was  all  running  down  in 
blood;  in  this  pickle  they  dragged  him  by 
the  hair  of  the  head  to  the  fire,  and  after 
they  had  wrung  about  his  nose  till  it  was 
gushing  out  in  blood,  they  held  his  face  to 
the  fire  till  his  eyes  were  like  to  leap  out 
of  hU  head.  The  poor  women  not  able  to 
help  him,  prayed  him  with  tears  to  tell  any 
thing  he  could,  before  he  were  burned  to 
death.  When  in  this  torment,  they  held 
drawn  swords  to  his  breast,  cursing  and 
swearing  they  would  immediately  send  him 
to  eternity;  and  then  struck  and  beat  him 
upon  the  head,  till  he  fell  down  dead 
among  their  hands,  as  they  thought,  and  so 
left  him  as  such,  and  the  house.  However, 
he  recovered,  but  was  distracted  for  some 
time,  after  this  barbarous  usage. 

This  was  the  treatment  of  the  west 
country  this  year,  and  all  this  is  but  some 
few  gleanings  of  what  might  be  gathered, 
bnt  those  instances  may  help  the  reader  to 
form  some  notion  of  the  iniquity  of  this 
time.  I  shall  only  add  a  passage  or  two 
£t>m  the  east  and  north  of  Scotland,  for 
the  same  spirit  was  raging  every  where, 
though  the  great  scene  of  the  persecution 
was  in  the  west  and  south. 

I  have  an  attested  account  of  a  sermon 
this  year,  at  Eyoncraig,  in  the  parish  of 
Pennycook,  or  near  by,  which  brought  no 
■mall  trouble  to  the  people  about.  Some 
officious  person  or  other  went  and  informed 
the  master  of  the  ground.  Sir  Alexander 
Gibson,  who  presently  got  a  party  of  sol- 
diers, and  came  to  the  place;  but  the  ser- 
mon was  over,  and  the  people  dismissed 
before  they  came.  Two  prisoners  were 
taken  into  Ediubui;^})^  and  severely  fined. 


Some  days  after,  the  sheriff  came  and 
held  courts  upon  the  place,  and  called 
in  all  the  inhabitants  about^  men  and  women, 
and  obliged  them  to  swear  whether  they  bad 
been  at  that  sermon.  Some  through  fear 
swore  falsely,  and  afterward  fell  under 
terror,  and  died  miserably.  Many  were 
fined,  some  in  fifty,  some  in  an  hundred 
pounds,  and  several  fled  and  quitted  their 
houses  and  lands. 

To  step  over  to  Fife,  I  find  in  July  this 
year,  the  abovementioned  John  Archer, 
then  living  in  Stramiglo,  with  several  others 
in  that  town,  fined  in  three  hundred  pounds 
Scots  each,  for  mere  nonconformity.  This 
sum  they  were  not  able  to  pay,  and  so  had 
soldiers  quartered  upon  them.  Twenty 
dragoons  were  ordered  to  lie  in  their 
houses,  while  they  and  most  of  their  family 
were  forced  to  flee  and  leave  the  house  to 
the  new  guests.  The  dragoons  took  them 
up,  and  did  as  they  pleased  in  them,  till  the 
feuars  of  that  little  town  gave  bond  to  the 
superior,  and  he  to  that  sheriff  or  his  de-. 
pute,  that  they  should  never  after  be  reset 
or  harboured  in  that  place,  under  the  pain 
of  the  haill  foresaid  fines.  Besides  this, 
before  they  could  get  rid  of  these  unhappy 
neighbours,  the  riding-money,  as  above,  of 
the  dragoons  was  laid  upon  the  feuars, 
although  they  had  plundered  the  houses, 
and  taken  away  every  thing  that  was  left, 
by  which  their  chaiges  were  much  more 
than  paid.  By  this  severity  the  said  John 
Archer,  his  wife^  and  family  of  five  small 
children,  were  forced  to  hide  and  wander 
from  July  to  November  this  year.  In  No- 
vember, two  of  Mr  Archer*s  children  £eU 
sick  of  a  dangerous  fever,  and  when  lying 
in  a  house  they  were  discovered,  and  the 
poor  people  who  took  a  care  of  than  were 
threatened,  and  in  haaard  to  be  brought  to 
trouble  for  this  act  of  humanity  to  two 
infants  in  distress.  Yea,  so  ftr  was  the 
malice  and  barbarity  earned^  that  the  poor 
innocent  babes  behoved  to  be  removed^  to 
the  great  haaard  of  their  lives;  and  after 
many  had  refused  to  lodge  them  for  money, 
their  fiither  got  a  retired  house  for  them  in 
the  Path-head  of  Kirkaldy,  where  the 
other  three  sickened,  and  there  ibis  pious 
man  fell  under  new  \^erttefiNLl\<!iU.  vi  V<i}^ 
I  r usury  next  ^eat,  a&  V  m^^^  \tfi^^». 
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Abont  this  tmie,  not  a  few  in  the 
town  of  Inn«tkeithin|p  were  broofflit 

to  BO  small  tronble.    I  hare  an  attested  ao- 

count  of  some  seTeritics  used  agfainst  A»« 

drew  Adamson,  chimifeoa  there,  who  was 

chargeable  with  nothing  but  nonconfonnity^ 

Before  Both  well,  several  parties  oame  to  ap* 

|irehend  him  at  his  house ;  he  still  escaped, 

but  every  time  his  house  and  fiunilj  e»* 

caped  not  damage.    This  year  Alexander 

Malcolm,  sheriff-depnto  of  File,  put  in  by 

the  earl  of  Baloarras,  when  the  sheriffship 

was  lodged  in  his  hands^  upon  my  lady 

Rothes  and  the  earl  of  Haddington  their 

refusing  the  test,  rigorously  pressed  oon- 

formity;  and  there  ws*  no  escaping  sore 

oppression  without  taking  tiie  test    Mr 

Adomson  wis   loreed  to  hide   for   sobio 

months,  at  length  returning  privately  to 

hb  own  family ,  he  was  imprisoned  by  the 

magistrates  for  not  hearing  the  incumbent; 

but  after  paying  a  considerable  fine,  he  was 

let  ont    Within  a  little  the  sheriff-depute 

attacked  him,  and  sent  ten  dragoons  to  ap- 
prehend him,  but  he  getting  notice,  left  the 

place  with  his  whole  family,  and  lived  as 

biddculy  as  he  could  in  Edinburgh,  till  the 

revolution.    Meanwhile  the  dragoons  came 

to  bis  hottse,  and  finding  him  gone,  went  to 

the  house  of  James  Fei^gutfson,  and  quar* 

tered  upon  hiss  twenty  days,  together  with 

their  horses.     Under  the  prospect  of  this, 

Mr  Adamson  had  caused  bis  victual  that 

harvest  to  be  stacked  with  the  victual  of 

others  in  the  place,  who  eouki  not  be 

reached  by  law.    Mr  Alexander  Irvine,  the 

episcopal  incumbent  there,  who  was  indeed 

the  author  of  all  the  seventies  honest  pe<>* 

pie  in  Innerkeithing  met  with  at  this  time, 

liad  got  notice  of  this  by  his  spies  and ,  in- 
formers whom  he  entertained  and  paid, 

and  came  himself  With  the  dragoons  to  the 

stack-yard,  and  caused  all  the  stacks  be 

cast,  and  as  much  as  came  to  Mr  Adamson's 

share,  was  taken  out  and  put  into  a  large 

bam,  where  they  put  the  dragoon's  horses 

loose,  till  the  whole  of  it  was  rendered  use- 
less.     And  the  magistrates  of  the  town 

upKfted  the  rents  of  several  houses  and 

hmds  in  that  place  belonging  to  Mr  Adam- 

sott,  tiU  Dear  the  revolution.  Yoa,  such 
lias  the  virulence  of  Mr  Irvine,  tViat  after 
Mr  AdaMxnon'8  fmUy  was  removed,  Yic\\*\w,  Mi\A>is«.^  \vvi>si^  ^T^im  Sifi.^vt  ^xUa. 


went  to  the  magistrates  aud  threatened 
them  with  a  council  process,  and  more 
than  once  formerly  he  had  got  tiiem  sum- 
moned before  the  council,  because  they 
would  not  go  into  every  severe  prosecution 
he  proposed,  if  they  did  not  make  a  proda* 
mation  through  their  town,  discharging  Mr 
Adamson,  or  any  in  his  fiunily,  to  be  seen 
in  the  streets,  snd  ordering  them  to  be  ap- 
prehended, under  the  highest  pains ;  whidi, 
for  peace  sake,  they  did.  And  yet  Mr 
Adamson  was  not  only  useful  in  b^  busi- 
ness in  that  place,  but  universally  known 
for  his  moderation  and  harmless  carriage, 
and  lived  in  very  much  friendship  with  Dr 
Soutt,  while  episcopal  minister  there,  though 
he  differed  as  much  in  his  principles  from 
him,  as  from  Mrs  Lawder  and  Irvine  fail 
violent  successors.  I  have  given  this  ac- 
count more  largely,  being  vouched  by  Mr 
Adamson's  son,  a  reverend  minister  of  tbu 
chun^  By  Mr  frvine's  iniueoce,  many 
other  worthy  persons  in  the  same  town 
;  Were  brought  to  no  small  trouble  for  their 
not  hearing.  Thomas  Thomson  elder,  a 
master  of  a  ship,  Thomas  Thomson  younger 
his  son,  William  Brown  Baxter,  Kobert 
Stuart  master  of  a  ship,  who  was  a  long 
time  prisoner  in  the  tolbooth  of  £dinburv]i, 
with  Mr  Forrest  of  Three-acres,  near  Stir- 
ling. Those,  with  sereral  others,  for  mere 
nonconformity,  were  obliged  to  remote 
with  their  families,  and  sustained  great 
loss. 

I  shall  end  this  general  account  of  the 
severities  of  this  year,  Tiith  an  instance  or 
two  from  tlie  north,  where  there  were  nut 
many  to  persecute.  This  year  the  reverend 
Mr  Alexander  Pitcaim,  who  by  good  pro- 
vidence had  been  minister  at  Dron,  nesr 
Perth,  for  numy  years,  was  forced  to  leavs 
his  charge.  lie  was  indeed  an  eye-sore  to 
the  episcopal  clergy  in  that  country.  After 
he  had  sitten  many  citations  and  sununons 
to  remove,  the  marquis  of  Athole,  as  wo 
have  seen,  caroe  and  turned  liim  ouL  I 
have  no  further  acconnte  of  this  n-orthy 
and  learned  minister,  who  is  known  through 
the  reformed  churches  by  his  writings. 
Only  I  find  Holland  was  the  place  of  his 
shelter,  where  be  continued  until  the  li- 
\)€vl^',  -s^V^iTi  V\%,  wvtU  many  worthy  min- 
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And  afttr  the  happy  revolution,  Mr  Pit- 
cairn  WM»  made  provost  of  the  old  collegre 
in  6t  Andrews,  by  Icings  William.  Law- 
reooe  Oibeon  in  the  neig^hbouring  parish  of 
Amgask,  who  used  to  be  a  daily  hearer  of 
Mr  Pitcaim  while  at  Dron,  was  about  the 
eame  time  brought  into  the  tolbooth  of 
Perth.  This  man  was  married  to  a  ser- 
▼ant  of  that  excellent  faauly  of  Ruthven* 
who  did  what  they  oonM  ior  his  liberation, 
nofthinf  being  to  be  kid  to  his  chaxge  but 
hearing  a  presbyterian  minister  not  turned 
oot  of  his  church.  Sereral  ladies  went 
into  Perth,  and  moat  earnestly  besought 
Iris  liberation;  and  when  that  was  not 
•llowod,  they  offered  sufficient  caution, 
and  cnyed  he  might  be  bailed  till  he  an^ 
aurered  his  indictment,  but  nothing  could 
bo  heard ;  and  those  persons  of  honour  had 
no  wcigirt  in  so  reaaonable  a  request  The 
poor  man  was  sent  into  Edinbuigh,  and 
tben^  upon  no  other  bead  than  what  is 
above,  waa  sentenoed  to  be  a  rpcruit  to  one 
of  Ihe  8cota  regiments,  in  the  service  of 
the  states.  The  sentence  was  ezeeuted, 
and  he  went  over,  and  oootinued  in  that 
•ervico  till  his  father-in-law,  John  Huth^ 
ven,  advanced  a  cooaidemble  sum  of  money 
to  captoin,  afterward  m^or  Henry  Balfour 
of  Duubog,  who  procured  his  pass,  and  so 
1m  got  home^  and  ooo(inuod  a  servant  in  the 
fiunily  of  Ruthven,  till  the  revolution.  This 
remarkable  severity  I  have  attested  by  a 
person  of  honour,  nearly  related  to  that 
iioble  family*  who  knew  him  and  all  the 
•teps  of  this  matter. 

A  few  more  instances  offi^r,  from  an  tU 
tested  account,  of  some  sufferings  in  Perth 
and  Angus,  before  me.  David  Peter  and 
James  Pkroctor  were  attacked  by  the  sheriff 
of  FoWar,  for  not  hearing  the  incumbent^ 
and  imprisoned,  and  all  their  goods  seized 
nithout  any  process  or  trial,  whereby  they 
were  brought  to  great  hardships,  and  put 
iram  their  residence.  The  same  sheriff  iq>- 
prehcnded  Thomas  Clcpao,  in  the  parish  of 
Ketrimuir,  for  mere  nonconformity,  and 
kept  him  in  prison  till  he  paid  a  considera^ 
bio  fine,  though  be  was  aged  and  infirm 
through  the  wounds  he  had  received  in  his 
youth,  in  the  king's  service,  at  luverkeithr 
uiSi  but  nothing  of  this  kind  was  now 
minded     Mrs  Miniuman,  a  presbyterian 
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minist<*r*R  nidow  was  opprehondod 
by  the  magistrates  of  Perth,  for 
mere  nonconformity,  while  her  only  bini 
was  dangerously  side ;  and  the  poor  child 
XofAi  a  violent  crying  for  his  mother,  and 
continued  so  till  he  died,  and  this  rel^ious 
gentlewoman  offered  to  bind  herself  under 
all  she  was  worth  in  the  worid,  to  re-enter 
l^son  after  a  day  or  two's  attendanoe  on  her 
dying  son ;  yet  such  was  the  inhumanity  of 
this  period,  that  she  oould  not  be  allowed 
once  to  see  her  child.  In  a  little  time 
after,  this  good  woman  died  also  of  grief. 

Those  things  may  suffice  to  give  a  general 
view  of  the  state  of  presbyterians'  sufferings 
this  year,  and  I  have  pat  them  together, 
wanting  the  particular  dates  of  them.  I 
come  now  to  give  a  narrative  of  some  suC- 
ferings  of  particular  ministers  and  gen- 
tlemen this  year,  of  which  I  have  moro 
full  and  distinct  accounts. 

SECT.  IV. 

Of  the  iufferings  of  the  reverend  Mr  Patrick 
Warner,  Mr  Henry  Ershine,  ami  pome 
other  pretbtfterion  ndnistert  am!  fi%ntiC' 
men,  this  year,  1G82. 

I  BAvs  of  design  delt^med  the  more  particiw 
lar  accounts  of  the  worthy  persons  I  am  to 
mentioii  in  this  section,  to  this  place,  bntli 
because  the  importance  of  the  attested  nan- 
ratives  of  their  suffiBrings  deaerves  a  room 
by  themselves,  and  also  that  tho  fimnvr 
section  is  sufficiently  ^welled  already,  so  1 
give  them  just  in  the  order  of  time  they 
happened.  It  needs  scarce  bo  remarked, 
that  the  government  had  nothing  to  cfaargo 
them  withy  but  their   non-enlgection   to 

prelacy. 

Upon  the  former  year,  I  promised  to 
give  an  account  here^  of  the  rest  of  the  heup 
vy  sufferings  of  that  good  m^  James  Gmy 
of  Chrystoun;  and  that  the  reader  muy 
have  the  thread  of  the  story  together,  aM 
likewise  that  my  work  afterwards,  where 
particular  iqatances  wiUgrowuponmy  haiidt 
may  be  shortened,  I  shaU  give  all  his  su^ 
ferings  after  this  together,  as  also  those  of 
some  of  the  rest  I  am  to  mention,  tho'  severw 
al  branches  of  them  were  in  tho  follow  iug 
yean.  I  left  Stv»c%|i^%  ^s^^jMnaViMX.  ^<eut 
eaUng  up  aW  IVm  %«aii^«oas{%  vi^M^asvv.^^ 
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till  the  end  of  December,  wIicd  they 
went  off.  In  January  tbis  year,  Mr 
Gray  ventured  home  to  see  bis  family ;  and, 
upon  a  Sabbatb  evenings,  a  |»arty  of  dragoons 
wbo  by  this  time  knew  his  house  well,  haying 
got  intelligence  of  him,  came  out  of  Glasgow, 
seized  him,  and  brought  him  in  prisoner  to 
that  place,  without  giving  any  reason,  or 
showing  any  warrant.  He  was  that  night 
examined  by  the  Lord  Ross,  and  some  other 
oflicers  of  the  anny  there,  and  by  tliem  com- 
mitted to  prison,  whence,  after  three  or  four 
weeks,  he  was  carried  into  Edinburgh. 
There  he  lay  a  long  time  in  prison,  without 
being  called  for  by  any  court  or  judge :  his 
friends  represented,  that  Mr  Gray  had  for- 
meriy  been  purged  in  law,  relaxed  from  the 
horn,  and  restored  to  the  peace,  and  that 
now  he  was  imprisoned  without  any  libel 
or  charge  against  him,  and  therefore  begged 
he  might  be  liberate ;  but  all  was  in  vain, 
unless  he  would  engage  to  conform  in  all 
points  with  the  present  church-establish- 
ment, which  he  could  not  in  conscience  do. 
After  about  a  yearns  impritionmeut,  he  was 
brought  before  the  council,  who  attacked 
him  with  their  captious  questions,  in  order 
to  ensnare  him.  lie  declined  answering 
at  first,  and  complained  of  his  seizure  con- 
trary to  law,  and  wrongous  imprisonment 
now  upwards  of  a  year ;  but  they  would 
not  enter  upon  these  heads,  and,  Imving 
him  now  in  their  dutches,  began  to  press 
him  to  declare  his  thoughts  and  opinion 
anent  the  bishop  of  St  Andrew's  death, 
whether  murder  or  not ;  the  rising  at  Both- 
well,  whether  rebellion  or  not;  yea,  king 
Charles  I. 'a  death,  whether  murder  or  not; 
and  many  other  questions  of  that  nature. 
ITnto  several  of  their  questions  he  answer- 
ed, that  he  did  not  reckon  himself  obliged 
peremptorily  to  judge  of  the  actions  of 
others.  As  to  king  Charles  I.'s  death,  after 
he  had  signified  how  much  he  was  surprised 
at  their  going  so  far  back,  he  told  them,  he 
was  of  the  same  mind  with  the  then  church 
and  state  of  Scotland,  who  did  higlily  re- 
sent it  In  short,  upon  his  owning  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  the  matter  of  the  Covenant 
was  lawful,  and  its  obligation  binding,  and 
his  declaring  the  principle  of  self-defence, 
upon  just  grounds,  to  be  what  he  took  to 
i^    natural    to  every  roan,   and    \ngh\y 


rational ;  and  upon  his  refusing  .  to  assent 
or  swear  to  their  sUvisli  position,  **  That 
it  is  unlawful  for  subjects,  upon  any  pre- 
text whatsomever,  to  take  up  anna  against 
tlie  king,  or  any  cwnmissionatc  by  him, 
or  to  meet,  treat,  or  oonsult  about  aay 
thing,  civil  or  ecaleaUstical,  without  his 
warrant  ;**  and  his  rcfnaing  to  give  any  en- 
gagement to  subject  himself  to  the  present 
church-establishment,  he  was  sent  back  ta 
prison,  where  he  lay  for  mora  than  twe 
years.  Now  and  then,  when  they  were  si 
leisure,  they  would  call  him  before  the 
council  or  its  committees,  and  interrogsti 
him  upon  the  foresaid  and  other  heads  they 
proposed  to  himi,  with  the  same  success. 
In  the  month  of  July  or  August,  IG&4,  he 
was  again  sisted  before  the  council,  and  had 
the  test,  and  other  things  then  pressed 
tendered  to  him,  which  he  refusing,  the 
council  passed  a  sentence  of  banishment  upon 
him,  and  he  was  again  returned  unto  pri- 
son. And,  August  1685,  after  three  yean 
and  a  halfs  close  in^nrisonment,  he  ws«, 
without  the  least  previous  notice  given  hin^ 
carried  from  the  tolbooth  of  Kdinbuigti, 
and  hurried  aboard  a  ship,  Captaiu  Love 
master,  and,  with  about  140  othen,  as  we 
may  afterwards  notice,  was  transported  tu 
Jamaica.  In  their  voyage,  as  Mr  Onj 
gives  account^  they  were  most  barbaroiuly 
used,  and  had  scarce  so  much  food  allon fd 
them  as  was  suilicient  to  keep  them  fruia 
starving,  and  what  they  luid  was  very  coanir. 
They  were  shut  up  in  such  a  throng,  under 
deck,  as  occasioned  a  sore  fever  among 
them ;  and,  in  their  sickness,  they  had  iiu 
refreshment  allowed  them.  Miuiy  of  them 
died  merely  for  thirst ;  some  of  them  ufler- 
ed  a  crown  for  one  drink  of  water^  where- 
of there  was  abundance  in  the  ship,  but  it 
was  still  denied  them.  The  hardships  th<*y 
suffered  were  truly  inexpressible,  and  can 
hardly  be  believed  to  have  been  what  liumaa 
creatures  wonld  be  capable  of  exercising 
one  upon  another.  After  a  voyage  of  three 
months,  they  arrived  at  Jamaica,  where 
they  were  sold.  Mr  Gray  was  now  near 
sixty,  and  not  very  saleable,  and  had  a  cast 
by  common.  They  who  had  the  disposal 
of  him  would  neither  sell  him  with  the  rest, 
HOT  ^K'OviVd  \\v«^  take  the  highest  rates  they 
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would  oot  part  with  him  but  fora  Tatttoin, 
knowing  he  had  an  estate;  and  therefore 
he  was  for  some  time  kept  close  prisoner 
ill  Jamaica.  While  in  prison,  he  fell  very 
kick,  and  was  near  unto  death ;  and  then, 
rather  than  lose  all,  they  liberate  him  for 
fifteen  pounds  sterling.  It  pleased  the  Lord 
he  recovered,  and  got  home  to  his  native 
oonntry,  where  he  was  singularly  useful  in 
the  parish  of  Calder,  after  the  liberty  and 
the  revohition ;  and  he  died  in  the  Lord  in 
peace  and  fnll  age,  some  years  ago,  leaving 
his  estate  to  his  worthy  son,  who,  as  he  had 
some  share  in  his  Other's  sufferings,  desires 
to  adhere  to  the  covenant  of  his  fiither,  and 
aasays  to  follow  his  religious  pattern.  To 
hhn  the  reader  is  indebted  for  some  very 
raloable  hints  in  this  history.  I  could  add 
here  several  very  remarkable  providential 
deliveries  and  preservations  Mr  Gray  and 
his  fonily  met  with  in  their  suffering; 
hut  this  woric  is  growing  upon  my  hand 
fiu*  beyond  my  expectation. 

Another  gentleman's  sufferings  begin  like- 
wise this  same  month  of  January  this  year. 
We  shall  meet  with  him  in  the  followingSec- 
tioo,  from  the  justiciary  records,  in  company 
widi  many  others;  but  having  a  signed 
aocoont  of  some  branches  of  the  trouble  he 
met  with,  I  insert  an  abbreviate  of  it  here. 
Thomas  Feignson  of  Finnarts,  a  very  sensi- 
ble knowing  gentleman,  in  the  parish  of 
Ballantree,  upon  the  borders  of  Gidloway, 
was,  with  several  others,  forfeited,  as  we 
shall  hear,  and  forced  to  flee  for  his  life  to 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  which  was  a 
shelter  to  many  worthy  sufferers  upon  that 
aide,  as  Holland  was  to  a  great  many  in  the 
taUUtn  parts  of  Soothuid.  He  was  now 
aged  sixty-one,  and  never  had  been  in  arms 
ID  opposition  to  the  government,  neither 
had  he  been  actively  accessory  to  the  rising 
«t  Bothwell ;  his  only  crime  was  his  not 
fidlSng  in  with  the  courses  of  this  period, 
sM  his  having  an  estate.  The  only  diadow 
of  ground  for  this  gentleman's  persecution 
<bb4  forfeiture,  was  the  deposition  of  two 
sBim,  for  any  thing  I  know,  suborned,  that 

•  little  before  Bothwell,  a  boy  came  out  of 

•  house  in  Ballantree,  where  Finnaita  was, 
aad  warned  all  the  neighbourhood  who  had 
A  mind  to  join  the  party  in  arms  about 
Glasgow,  to  repair  to  the  said  honss,  to 


receive  money  and  arms.  The  story 
indeed  does  not  tell,  and,  except  in 
this  instance,  I  have  not  met  with  any  such 
methods  used  to  gather  people  to  the  west 
country  army:  but  more  than  this  the 
prosecutors  of  his  forfeiture  had  not  against 
him,  nor  any  proof  of  his  concern  in  that 
boy's  actings,  or  consent  unto  them ;  and 
I  am  assured  no  more  was  libelled  against 
him  than  is  above.  This  was  fmmd  snffi- 
cient  to  forfeit  his  life  and  estate.  Upon 
his  forfeiture,  captain  William  Seton,  one 
of  the  guards,  got  a  gift  of  his  estate  heri- 
table and  moveable;  and  when  Finnarts 
wss  fled  to  Lreland,  in  May  this  year,  the 
captain  came  south,  and  took  possession  of 
all ;  yea,  such  was  the  equity  of  this  time, 
that  Seton,  after  some  pains,  having  got 
notice  of  Mr  Ferguson's  debitors,  pursued 
them  at  law,  and  got  paid  him  of  sums 
owing  to  Finnarts,  upwards  of  four  thou^ 
land  merks.  For  six  years  the  captain  pos- 
sessed the  estate,  lifted  the  rents,  and 
meanwhile,  forced  his  wife  and  six  childreil 
out  of  their  own  house.  For  some  time 
they  were  obliged  to  lodge  in  the  open 
field,  in  a  glen  near  by,  where  they  had  a 
fire  for  readying  their  meat;  at  length, 
with  great  difficulty,  the  captain  was  pre- 
vailed with  to  suffer  the  gentlewoman  to 
return  to  her  own  house,  and  to  have  a 
small  bit  of  bmd,  upon  her  paying  twenty 
pounds  more  of  rent,  than  over  had  been 
before  paid  for  them,  when  set  in  tack. 

I  come  now  to  give  some  account  of  the 
sufferings  of  a  venerable  a|id  worthy  minr 
ister,  yet  alive,  now,  since  his  brother's 
death,  last  year,  1716,  the  eldest  minister 
at  present  in  the  church  of  Scotland,  which 
began  in  February  1682,  the  rsTerend  Mr 
Patrick  Warner,  who^  since  the  revolution, 
was  minister  of  Irwin  about  twenty  years, 
till,  by  age  and  infirmity,  finding  himself 
unequal  for  so  great  a  chaige,  of  late  he 
hath  demitted  his  pastond  relation  to  that 
people.  His  own  modesty,  and  my  near 
relation  to  him,  will  not  permit  me  to  say 
what  I  could,  as  to  his  personal  and  minis- 
terial character,  piety,  learning,  and  use- 
ftilness ;  his  character  indeed  is  so  savoury 
and  well  known  in  this  church,  that  I 
need  say  nothing  of  it  There  ore  but  ^ 
very  few  of  lilhew  oW  «QSIcti»%  naAasMi^sx^ 
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ef  their  own  hoaTy  troubles,  which 
is  no  small  loss  to  me  in  writing  this  his- 
tory; and  therefore,  hsTing  the  adTantagv 
of  A  few  bints  of  his  from  himself,  I  shall 
give  tho  reader  a  fuller  account  of  the 
severities  he  met  with  from  the  govern- 
ment  and  managers,  and  his  carriage  under 
them.  And  we  may  easily  form  a  judg- 
ment from  their  procedure  with  him  and 
some  others  formeriy  hinted  at,  of  the 
methods  now  used  with  many  other  ex- 
cellent and  worthy  presbyterian  ministers, 
who  were  heavUy  prosecuted  in  this 
period,  and  some  ci  tiiem  abont  this  time 
forced  to  flee  theur  native  eountiy;  of 
whom  it  is  matter  of  regret  to  me,  that  no 
particular  accounti  have  come  to  my  hands. 
8uch  aa  the  very  learned,  singularty  modest 
and  ezoelient  Mr  George  Campbell,  pro- 
fessor of  divinity  in  the  college  of  Edin- 
buigh  since  the  rsvohition,  that  truly 
eztrsordinary  person,  Mr  Thoaaas  Hogg, 
minister  at  Kiltaim  in  the  shire  of  Ross, 
Mr  James  Veitoh  minister  at  Maudilin, 
Mr  Alexander  Pitcaim  at  Dron,  Mr  James 
Kirkton,  since  the  revolution  minister  at 
£dinbuigh,  of  whom  some  hints  have  beeu 
given,  but  very  fiu*  short  of  what  they  suf- 
fered, Mr  Alexander  Hsatie  minister  at 
Glasgow,  Mr  Robert  Langbuids  minister 
first  at  the  barony  of  Glasgow,  and  then  at 
Elgin  of  Murray,  a  schohir  of  the  first  rate, 
and  fully  master  of  most  part  of  the 
branches  of  polite  learning,  Mr  William 
Arohbold,  Mr  John  Harroway,  and  Mr 
Patrick  Cowpar,  and  others  who  may 
not  have  come  to  my  knowledge,  all  of 
whom  1  think  were  refugees  in  Holland; 
with  several  others  whoee  singular  hard- 
ships forced  them  to  take  on  a  voluntary 
banishment ;  which  was  likewise  the  case 
of  many  noblemen  and  gentlemen,  such  as 
the  earl  of  Lowdon,  the  lord  Strathnaver, 
afterward  earl  of  Hutheriand,  my  lord 
8tair,  the  accounts  of  whom  I  am  sorry  1 
cannot  transmit  to  posterity. 

Mr  Warner  was  licensed,  some  time  after 
Pentland  to  preach  the  gospel,  aod  very 
amply  recommended  by  the  presbyterian 
ministers  in  and  about  Edinburgh,  when 
his  trials  were  over,    to   their    brethren 


was  pitched  upon  by  them  to  be  reoonu 
mended  to  the  east  India  company,  who 
were  then  very  willing  to  waske  use  of 
presbyterian  ministers  in  their  set^lemen^ 
and  was  ordained  at  London  with  this 
view.      Accordingly  after  variova  provi- 
dences, and  his  being  taken  at  sea  by  the 
Dutch  fleet  when  in  an  English  ship,  bs 
got  sitfe  to  the  East  Indies,  and  was  ler 
about  three  years  minister  of   Fort   8t 
George  upon  the   Coast  of   CoromandeL 
There  he  was  very  kindly  dealt  with,  sad 
much  importuned  to  stay  longer  by  the 
East  India  Company,  Imt  longing  to  be 
home,  he  returned  to  his  native  air  abont 
the  year  1667,  when  he  preached  aonw> 
times  with    Mr   John  Welsh,  and  some- 
times with  others  in  the  fields  as  previ- 
denoe  opened  a  door,  and  sometimea  widi 
the    presbyterian    ministers    who 
indulged.     During    the   whole 
1677  or  1678,  he  and  Mr  Welsh  freqnantly 
preached  together  in  Galloway,   Canick, 
and  other  places.    Thus  he  continued  till 
the  defoat  at  Bothwell,  which  day  be  wm 
preaching  to  a  huge  meeting  in  Galloway, 
and  wanted  not  impressions  of  the  disaster 
befiUlen  the  west  country  army,  though  he 
could  have  no  accounts  of  it.    As  soou  as 
these  reached  him,  he  went  straight  for 
London,  where,  and  in  Holland,  he  con- 
tinued till  he  ventured  home  again  Imt 
year,  and,  as  he  had  opportunity,  now  and 
then  preached  in  houses.    In  the  middle  of 
December  1681,  he  was  married  to  one  of 
the  daughters  of  the  reverend  Mr  WiUism 
Guthrie,  that  burning  and  shining  light, 
of  whom  in  the  first  book.     I  should  not 
have  remarked  this,  had  it  not  been  accent- 
ing to  his  sufierings,  which  I  now  come  to. 
Towards  the  end  of  February  this  year, 
when  living  peaceably  in  the  house  oif  his 
mother-in-law  at    Edinburgh,   some    two 
months  after  he  was  so  comfortably  settled, 
without  any  citation  or  summons,  a  party 
of  the  guards  commanded  by  then  captain, 
and  since  deservedly  m^jor-^eneral  Mait- 
land,  joined  with  some  of  the  town  com- 
pany comnumded  by  major  Johnston,  cane 
and  beset  the  house  in  Uie  middle  of  the 
night;  and  having  with  fore-hammers  vio- 
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aecaiint  BIr  Warner  get)  wbick   would 
hmwe  beta  opened  to  them  bed  tliej  thoqght 
good  to  have  demanded  it,  they  took  him 
cut  of  big  hed,  ranaacked  the  whole  hoiiae» 
aad  took  away  upwaida  of  twenty  oopice 
of   CaMerwood'a   hiatoiy,  ktely  printed 
noatly  npon  hia  ehargee^  with  aome  hun- 
droda  of  the  aecond  book  of  Diaoiphne 
ktely  reprinted,  and  aoreral  other  TaloaUe 
kooka  oat  of  hia  oloael^  with  a  oonaidcr- 
nUe  nnmber  of  more  Talnable  maanaoriptiy 
aooM  of  them  hia,  but  moatly  belonging  to 
hia  mother-inJaw  Mn  Gutluie,  which  had 
been  her  hnabond'a.    So  mde  were  they, 
that  they  acarehed  hia  Tei7pooketi,andto<^ 
what  money  they  found,  and  a  good  watoh ; 
hnt  captain  Maitland  waa  ao  kind  and  joat, 
Mb  whan  he  heard  of  thia,  to  canae  the 
walflh   to  be   retomed  to  Mrs  Warner. 
MuutOB  and  hia  men  were  not  ao  diaereet, 
fur  they  carried  off  Mr  Wamcr^a  wearing 
olothea    and   knena,    and    aeyenl   other 
Ihinga   in   the   rooma;    the  booka    and 
iJianiMeripta  were  taken   to  the  coandl 
bouae,  to  be  looked  over,  but  were  never 
veatorad.    Stndgbtway  he  waa  oairied,  in 
the  nriddle  of  the  night,  through  ahnoat 
tto  whole  city  of  Bdinburgh  and  Canon- 
gale^  to  the  Abbey,  where   the  duke  of 
York  waa  then  lodging,and  oomautted  to  hia 
-guavdi^  where  he  continued  till  the  auMm- 
ang.    That  aame  night  Mr  William  Living- 
rntona,  aa  wo  ahall  hear,  waa  seised.    Next 
•^by  at  10  of  the  clock  Mr  Warner  waa 
■p  the  itreet  to  the  pariiBnient-> 
),  under  a  guard  of  a  whoto  company 
.-«#  muaketeen,  aa  if  he  had  been  amne  to- 
nmfkaUe  makfrctor.  Thereaoonunitteeof 
•  oooncil  were  met  to  examine  him.    He 
lumamberi,  upon  the  one  aide  of  the  taUe 
•Wen  the  amnjpda  of  Montroae,  the  £arl  of 
^eenaberry,  8ir  George  Mad^enaie,  and 

-  aome  other  noblemen  whom  ho  knew  not; 
fp*d  vpon  the  other  aide  the  arehbiahqi  of 

''0t  Andrewa,  biahop  Paterson,  and  aome 

-  More.     By  the  particnhur  acoount  of  hia 
'Osmninatiob,  the  reader  wiO  beat  under- 

^Mlknd  wbattiiey  had  to  lay  to  hia  chatge, 
'and  perceivo  the  grounda  of  hia  snfferingt, 
and  therefore  I  ihall  set  it  down  in  the 
preciae  worda,  aa  finr  aa  at  this  distance  of 
time  he  can  remember.  The  archbishop 
began  with  aakinig  hia  name,  which  he  told : 


ags 


Then  he  inquiied  if  he  waa  a  min- 
later.    Mr  Warner,  without  giving  '^^- 
him  hia  titles^  owned  he  waa :  Nest  he  was 
interrogate  where  he  waa  ordained ;  ho  an* 
awered,  at  London.  The  primate  queationed 
him  how  became  topreaoh  in  Scotiand  being 
ordained  at  London :  The  other  replied,  he 
reckoned  being  ordained  he  mightpioach  any 
where  upon  a  calL   The  arohbialmp  replied, 
ho  ought  not  to  preach  unlem  he  wore  fix- 
ed to  a  particular  congregation ;  to  which 
it  was  anawered,  that  he  alwaya  thought 
that  a  miniater^a  first  rehtion  waa  to  the 
universal  dwroh^  and  a  relation  to  a  par- 
ticnhur chaige  only  aeoandary.    The  biahop 
told  hiBa,the  lawa  did  not  allow  him  to 
preach  unleaa  fixed  to  a  partacnhr  congre- 
gation ;  to  which  tim  priaoner  anawered,  he 
waa  heartily  aorry  the  hiwa  did  notaUow  him 
to  fix  in  a  particular  oongMgatson,  which  he 
inclined  to  if  a  doer  were  open«   llien  the 
marquia  of  Montioae  asked  Mr  Wamef,  if  he 
had  not  aometimea  preached  in  the  fields : 
The  priaoner  anawered  with  a  due  reapect, 
he  humbly  hoped  hia  Lordahip  would  not 
put  auoh  (pMsdona  to  him  aa  aright  oblige 
himtoacBuaahinuielf;  yet  ibrhss  lordship's 
aatisfiiction  he  did  declare,  that  ainoe  Uic 
act  of  indnmaity  he  had  not  preaohedin  the 
fields.    The  marquia  inaiated,  and  inquired 
if  ho  had  not  preached  in  houses  where 
there    were   amny   without   doors.     Mr 
Warner,  aaking  hia  lerdafaip    pardon,   as 
above,  replied,  he  would  neither  aay  nor 
gainsay  what  he  had  aaked ;  yet  acknow- 
ledged candidly,  that  wherever  he  came  to 
a  bouae,  if  the  people  desired  it,  and  their 
case  needed  it,  he  had  not  refused,  as  the 
Lord  enabled  him,  to  preach  to  them,  though 
in  the  meantime  it  wn  not  improbable  there 
might  be  aome  at  the  doors  and  windows, 
which  he  could  neither  foresee  nor  prevent. 
Upon  thia  the  archbishop  asked  the  prison- 
er, how  he  came  foraasrly  to  say  he  had 
not  kept  any  field  meetings  since  the  in- 
demnity; he  answered,  when  he  said  so,  he 
understood  by  fieldeneetings^  such  as  are 
properly  and  absolutely  so  called,  aiid  not 
interpretively.     The  bishop  replied,    but 
these  are  field-meetings  absolutely,  because 
the  law  condemns  them.      The  prisoner 
daplird,  if  he  was  in  any  error  by  usiuir 
1  that  A\&l\ucV\on,  \1  vs^  Vv^  ^\»\w.Vi  «2A. 
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comual  had  led  him  into  it»  beoiOie 
in  their  prorUmation  the j  oaed  >  Hf 
tinctionin  fieMkneetingved  aodiMirenthy 
kw  interpreted  to  be  field-meetiiigi.  Then 
the  MMquis  rfeumad  the  iaqiurj*  And 
aikcd  what  a  field-meetiqf  wae  thiit,  be 
had  kept  near  Monnigaff  ia  OaUoway;  He 
put  him  again  in  mind,  that  he  did  not  aaE- 
pect  to  be  put  to  anewer  luch  quoetwiia ; 
yet  he  would  own  he  had  kept  oeTeral 
field-meeting 8  at  or  near  to  M^nnig^  be- 
fore the  indemnity,  but  did  not  know  which 
of  them  his  lordship  meant  Ifext^  he  wm 
asked,  what  a  preebyteiy  it  was  hehad  kept 
in  Galloway^wUh  his  brother  Mr  GeoiYe  Bair 
clay,  and  some  other  presbyterian  ministers. 
The  pannel  insisted  upon  hia  former  ra- 
quest  not  to  be  ui^ged  with  soph  questions, 
since  his  lordship  knew  in  whalt  circum- 
stances Mr  Barclay  was,  (wo  hare  befora 
heard  he  was  intercommuned,  and  fugitati(} 
adding^  for  him  to  confess  oonyene  with  one 
in  Mr  Bardies  drcumatances,  would  lay 
him  open  to  punishment  by  the  present  laws. 
WcU  then»  said  th«  marquis^  abstracting 
from  Mr  Barclay,what  presbytery  was  it  yon 
kept  with  your  own  brother,  and  some  other 
ministers  ?  To  which  he  answered,  be  had 
indeed  been  in  company  with  his  lnx>ther, 
uad  one  or  two  ministers  more  at  most^bot 
he  never  kept  presbyteries  with  them  j  lor 
they  had  neyer  constitute  in  a  judicatory, 
or  chosen  eithor  moderator  or  dork.  Again 
that  Lord  asked  him,  what  he  thought 
of  the  bishop  of  St  Andrew's  death.    Mrij 


Mnf  maw  a  prteair,  tad  sot  IftioWfAjf 
iriiaft  msasms  I  myself  «MI  meet  wiHi. 
Tko  adTocats  ttsxl  took  Mm  «p^  wnd  saidi 
You  are  vety  «e4eiHB,  Mr  WaiMr.  He 
nplied»  I  hopo  your  liHafaip  ^oee  wit  cmi- 
dsasB  modenstioii.  Ne^  arid  tlM  o^ttcr,  bat 
yansgsaptoomoisratef  HiOlsiOMaryb 
of  MoMtrose^  b«t  csU  Wm  Juaoo  Oiulm, 
by  way  as  oootsmpti  m  a  puper  bcm  reuni 
aaouf  your  papem  Bo  replied,  I  know 
of  no  auch  papoiv  ■siAer  ia  tinreaDywali 
beloBftloma.  Thea, add 4he  ai^roeiA^ ft 
must  btalong  to  Mr  IMngibsiBe^  <wiw^  we 
heavd,  was  fikowise  aeiaod  wilb  di  hb 
papers  last  mgflrt^  I  knsw  aet^  aaswersd 
the  other»  to  whom  it  tmf  baloiig^  tat  I 
know  it  is  BOOS  il  mmo.  Veal,  the  aivo- 
cato  qnastioaod  him,  Hna  «re  a  gvsat  maay 
aupim  of  the  Saeoai  Book  of  I>iacipliB^ 
which,  it  aeesM,  yws  ha^  eproad  tiirsugh 
theoountiyi  aveyoa^opriisaer  of  thenf 
No^answoredho.  How  caaso  yio«  by  them 
then?  said  the  other.  It  was  aasiwoioi, 
they  had  been  oeiit  Urn  frsaa  Holhmi. 
But,  said  sir  Goofge^  yoa  should  Bot  spmd 
such  seditious  books.  Tho  prisoner  »> 
plied,  it  waaa book  had  heen  piiatod  «Bd 
reprinted  amny  years  ago,  and  he  hsd 
never  heard  of  aay  index  prohMknim*  er 
«j^pMi]7aioriais  against  it. 

By  thk  time  the  earl  of  Strathmeri, 
with  whom  Mr  Warner  had  the  honour  to 
be  acquainted  at  the  umversity,  oamo  in  te 
the  house.  As  &r  as  was  understood,  hs 
was  ast  a  member  of  the  oommittee,  at 


Warner  replied,  he  could  not  help  think-   least  he  did  not  take  his  phMO  with  the 


iiig  it  a  yery  great  hardship,  to.be  questumed  t 
upon  his  thoughts  and  inward  sentiments,  i 
yet,  in  hopes  his  lordship  would  not  pose ' 
him  with  any  more  such  queries,  he  would 
freely  tell  him  be  did  not  approve  it  Bu^said 
tlie  marquis,  it  may  be,  that  is  because  yon 
think  they  went  not  wisely  enough  to  work. 
No,  my  lord,  said  he,  it  is  because  they  were 
but  private  men,  and  not  clothed  with 
authority:  but,  added  the  marquis,  do 
not  you  think  it  an  abominable  murder  ? 
The  prisoner  replied.  My  lord,  I  have  said 
as  much  already,  as  to  those  questions,  as  I 
humbly  conceire  may  satisfy,  and  am  not 
willing  furtlier  to  be  imposed  upon ;  I  am 
none  of  these  men*s  judges,  nor  do  I  desire 


rest,  but  stood  at  the  foot  of  the  oouncil- 
table,  with  the  prisoner.  When  he  pefw 
ceiyed  the  members  were  over  with  their 
questions,  he  asked  Mr  Warner  if  he  had 
not  been  educated  at  the  unirernty  of  St 
Andrews  ?  Yes,  my  lord,  answered  he,  as 
your  lordship  also  was.  Thea,  said  the 
earl,  I  know  you  veary  well,  and  was  pleased 
to  add  some  things  to  his  conmsendatioa, 
more  than  Mr  Warner  thinks  he  deserved. 
The  bishop  of  Ediabiwgh  aaid  to  him,  I 
believe  yon  have  been  at  that  ooUege  when 
I  was  tiiere ;  be  answered,  he  was.  The 
advocate  added,  There  was  one  of  your 
name  there  when  1  was  there,  but  1  know 
not  whether  it  was  you  or  your  brother: 


to  be  a  riff  id  ceusurcr  o(  others,  cspedal\y  \  wV^  ^mfi  wsa  ^^ux  Vscother  at  the  uni- 
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vanity  P  He  answtrad,  lie  did  aofe  di»- 
feioeUjr  mnemlier,  Imt  it  wae  soaM  fbttr  er 
fi?e  yeuv  More  be  ww  «fc  it  The  advo- 
eete  efked,  wiieii  hewM  tkere,  end  the 
eeri  WW  plniiH.  to  tej,  he  wei  tiieie  eheot 
4he  ycer  1658  or  16511.  TbeD,Hud  the  ed- 
Totsetoi  Afr  Werner,  jmur  brother  was  the 
^ema  that  waa  my  oondiaciple,  and  was 
my  Ttry  intinate  aofuamtanoa^  and  i  would 
levjgbdlj  katow  wbat  m  beooBM  of  biaik 
TJhia  ikm  frifoner  theoght  eonreiiient  to 
anevcr  by  eflenoa^  Bet  beingf  willinp  to 
•waken  aleeping  doge,  remembering^  bb 
batntbtr,  by  «  prooeai  at  the  advoeatcTe  m- 
atwnoe,  bad  been  declared  InptiTe.  Whe- 
ther the  advoeata  knew  i^  ha  naiM  being 
miced  with  many  othefe,  er  wonld  not 
■ow  a|ipear  to  arind  it,  iw  eo«M  not  deter- 
pine,  and  reckoned  it  aaleit  to  bold  hi« 
peaOT.  Theee  little  incidenta,  tliongh  not 
Tory  material,  diaeoeer  to  oa  tiie  fcrma,  if 
net  tiie  fetohea  naed  by  tbeaa  ezarainin^ 
qammittfii.  Mr  Wanier  befan  now  to 
oaneeiea  eoate  hopes  be  wonld  not  meet 
watb  Tery  great  aererity,  ainoa  so  many  did 
him  the  bonoir  as  to  sorape  aequaintanoe 
with  Uoi,  and,  aa  be  tbongbt,  speke  kindly 
end  &vomnbly  to  bim;  and  the  adToeato 
was  pknsed  to  teU  bim,  be  was  aeqnainted 
with  several  of  his  and  bis  wife's  rebitions. 
liowerer,  he  waa  aent  to  tiie  tolbooth, 
where  lie  bad  not  bean  -a  qaaiter  of  an 
lieur,  till  he  was  called  for  again  by  the 
imaiinittfli;  and  when  breugbt  in,  the  ad- 
vmaito  ixM  bim,  wn  have  foand  here  among 
ynnripnpers, « translation  of  .BncAomm  tie 
/uM  vefffU  apmd  Seotae^  nnd  deshred  to 
know  if  he  was  the  translator  of  it  He 
naswered,  be  was  not  'Ananlnto  it  who 
will,  said  the  ndroonte,  it  is  a  rery  bad 
tcBdSsbtion.  That  maybe,  aaid  tfae'otber, 
bnt  1  am  not  to  aaawer  fox  it  But  are 
yon  not  the  writer^  mad  tbs  ^nfefecate. 
Tbe  prieoner  denied.  Then  be  wns  desired 
to'oome  and  look  nponet,nnd  oonsidsr  if 
it  waa  not  bis  own  band  wrft.  To  sntisff 
ydn,  my  lord,  saidbs^  1  oame;  and  when 
he  looked  npon  ^  be  eseured'him  it  was 
not  Bo^  insisted  the  e«kooate,  is  not  this 
yonr  paper^  It  is  none  of  mine,  said  he, 
I  eierer  saw  it  belere.  Sura,  aaid  the 
otber,  it  must  be  yours,  and  now  yon  are 
not  dealing  ingenuously,  for  it  is  ^declared 


here,  that  it  was  bronght  from  yonir  ^^^ 
boose,  wftb  many  other  paperii,  fbr  * 
wbieh  be  attested  the  rest  of  the  edunseilors. 
The  prisoner  still  averred  what  be  bad 
said,  but  told  them,  that  captain  Maitland, 
who  by  this  time  was  at  the  bar,  bad  been 
so  exact  in  seizing  all  papers,  that  be  bad 
carried  away  a  ^ole  tmnk-Tull  of  menu- 
scripts,  belonging  formerly  to  Mr  WDCam 
6hitltrie,  yesterday  in  possession  of  bis 
motber4u-law,  Mrs  Oathrie,  wbicfabe  him- 
self bad  never  seen;  wlucb  fact  captun 
Maitland  assented  to;  and,  added  be,  it  is 
possible  that  paper  may  bave  been  amongst 
tbem.  By  this  time  Halton  came  in  to 
tbe  committee,  bnd  asked  the  rest  what  the 
prisoner  sand  of  tbe  bishop^s  death ;  one  of 
tbem  answered,  be  doth  not  approre  of  it; 
bnt  win  not  call  It  murder.  Then  said 
Hislton,  be  shall  be  banged,  whicb  the 
prisoner  answered  with'  a  smile.  Sir 
WiHnun  PMereon,  bring  all  this  while  per^ 
using  some  urfssife  letten  eent  to  Mr 
Wanier,  found  m  bis  pocketB,begantopoaA 
Inm  eoaieemuig  -one  of  tbeni  sent  tlNNn 
EdinbiBgli  to  Mr  Warner,  wken  b^  was  ift 
London,  bearing,  that  bis  friend  had  sent 
bim  the  notes  be  bad  writ  for  from  Edin^ 
bnigb,  but  found  not  bis  own  bond  among 
tbem.  Now, eaystiieclerir,thi8mttM  certain- 
ly be  seme  bonds  yon  baTe  been  employed 
in,  and  eoUeotioiis  yon  have  been  carrying 
on  for  soBse  treaaenable  design  or  other. 
By  tbe  way,  wn  asay  netioe,  nsHhat  perverse 
meaninga  «id  tsnrible  atnMise  they  pnt 
npon  mattaw,  nd  bow  mudi  Ifaey  incllined 
to  find  andi  aa  eame  bsfoee  thess,  guilty. 
Mr  Warner  gacve  tiiem  n  eery  candid  and 
true  noBount  of  tbsae  tettnrs  they  were 
piBBsedtofindsocbaMjatsijln;thattbey 
wen  aome  notes  and  neeipts  be  bad  foom 
peisona  to  wham  be  bad  delivered  aone 
tokens,  and  other  tUaga  of  eabae  eemmitted 
to  bis  eve,  when  ke  oame  bonm  from  the 
East  Indies,  for  srbicb  4ie  4ad  fken  bia 
bond  safoly  to  deliuerthsas,aataoooydbglf 
he  took  their  leeeipts.  Hs  &ad  likewiae 
the  writer's  bond  for  some  osiensy,  wiiiob» 
it  eeems,  bis  friend  inmsed»  nnd  that  be 
directed  bim  also  to  it  -So  nice  were  the 
ooounittee  in  tbeir  inquiries,  that  looking 
on  the  direction  of  aorae  of  Mr  Warncr*a 
letters,  Ihey  iux\]bBC  «3kisai»ii%«fti^Mn^>«.^^ 
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daverhouse  pointed  mi,  was,  **  Cuned  i»  he 
nrho  withhold«th,'*  &a  In  a  little  time  the 
^ntleman  came  to  the  prison,  and  gare 
Mr  Warner  an  account  of  what  had  paned« 
who  desired  him  to  assure  QaTerhouse 
that  he  nerer  preached  upon  these  wonb, 
and  his  information  was  false ;  which  he  did, 
and  there  was  no  more  of  this  matter. 

When  this  &iled  them,  the  manan^en 
applied  to  some  gentlemen  of  the  name  of 
Gordon,  who  were  of  Mr  Warner's  sc- 
qoaiutance,  now  at  Edinburgh,  and  is 
hopes,  by  the  marquis  of  Huntley*s  inter- 
est, to  get  an  indemnity  for  being  at  fiotb- 
well,  and  likewise  to  M'Clellan  of  Barsoob^ 
who  was  now  getting  his  remission;  but 
none  of  them  could  serre  them  in  this 
point  It  would  be  endlee»  to  set  down  aU 
the  pains  they  were  at,  to  fix  guilt  upou 
this  good  and  innocent  man.  I  add  but 
one  instance  more,  of  which  Mr  Warner 
had  an  account  at  that  time,  from  a  friend 
of  bis,  to  whom  the  gentleman  told  the 
story.  Dunbar  of  BaLdoon,  a  very  oonsi- 
dentble  gentleman  in  Galloway,  who  had 
been  at  home  in  his  house  during  the  nsis; 
at  Bothwell,  and  with  whom  Mr  Warner 
had  several  times  lodged,  was  dealt  with  is 
private  ^'ith  a  great  deal  of  eamestnets, 
to  declare  what  he  knew  about  the  prisoner: 
this  penion  of  honour  told  them,  he  had 
nothing  to  say  to  his  disadvantage,  that  be 
had  known  him  well,  and  found  him  a  very 
worthy  person;  adding,  in  a  jest,  that  he 
heard  now  that  some  people  said  he  was 
a  Jesuit  In  a  little  time  Baldoou  tt'ai> 
severely  threatened  by  bishop  Patersoii, 
and  told,  if  be  did  not  witness  against  ^Ir 
Wamer,  he  himself  would  be  cited  for  con- 
verse with,  and  harbouring  of  au  intercom- 
muned  person ;  meanwhile,  Mr  W'amer  had 
never  been  intcrcommuned.  The  tbin^ 
this  gentleman  was  so  much  importuned 
and  threatened  about,  was,  some  words 
alleged  to  have  been  spoken  by  the  pii- 
soncr  at  Baldoon's  table,  for  the  lawfulucass 
of  defensive  arms,  which  they  inteq>reted 
to  have  been  said  in  vindication  of  the 
rising  at  Bothwell,  the  conversation,  as 
they  pretended,  having  l»ecn  cither  in  the 
time  of,  or  a  little  after  the  rising.  When 
thus  threatened,  the  gentleman  plainly  told 
told   them   the  expression    ho   su\»^iosed\\]i\<im,VV«^\s^«^V\<«i^v<\&hhi^^ 


they   were   directed   to   bo  left  at 

'  Dorman  Newman,  bookseller  at 
London,  his  shop,  ^ow,  says  the  clerk,  this 
Newman  prints  all  the  seditious  libeb  and 
pamphlets  against  tlie  government  The  pri- 
soner replied,  that  Mr  Newman  was  a  known 
bookseller  at  London,  from  whom  be  had 
bought  several  books,  and  whose  shop  he 
frequented,  which,  being  better  known  than 
his  chamber,  he  had  ordered  his  letters  to  be 
directed  to  be  left  there ;  that  he  was  a  printer 
of  seditious  papers  against  the  government 
was  what  he  did  not  know  before.  The 
clerk's  brother,  bbhop  Paterson,  further 
acquainted  the  committee,  that  he  had 
found  among  the  papers  brought  from  Mr 
Warner's  house,  a  great  many  debates  be- 
twixt the  public  resolutioners  and  protesters, 
which  the  committee  very  little  regarded. 
When  thus,  after  all  their  search  and  ex- 
amination, nothing  material  was  found,  Mr 
Warner  again  was  sent  back  to  the  tolbooth, 
where  he  remained  full  sixteen  weeks, 
hardly  enough  used,  being  put  into  a  com- 
mon room  there  with  five  or  six  other 
prisoners.  MeanwhUe,  great  endeavours 
were  used  to  find  matter  of  an  indictment 
against  him,  for  which  end  Claverhouse  in 
the  west  country  and  south,  and  Meldrum 
in  the  east,  were  employed  to  search  if  Mr 
Warner  had  been  at  Bothwell-bridge,  or  if 
in  his  sermons  he  had  preached  any  thing 
that  might  be  made  sedition  or  rebellion. 
Both  of  them  were  rery  forward  in  the 
inquiry,  and  travelled  among  the  conforma- 
ble deigy,  who  were  very  willing  to  be 
informers ;  yet  such  was  his  innocence,  that 
the  most  malicious  could  find  nothing  of 
this  nature  against  hiuL  Claverhouse  in- 
deed brought  in  an  account,  that  Mr  Warner 
had  preached  the  same  day  upon  which  the 
engagement  was  at  Bothwell,  about  forty 
miles  distant  from  it,  upon  these  words,  as 
he  repeated  them,  <*  Sorrow  be  to  him  that 
withholdeth  his  sword  from  shedding  of 
blood."  This  Claverhouse  told  to  a  gentle- 
man of  Mr  Warner's  acquaintance,  one  day 
on  the  street  of  Edinbuigh.  llie  gentle- 
man acquainted  him  there  was  no  such  ex- 
pression in  the  scripture:  upon  which  an 
appeal  was  made  to  a  curate  in  tlio  west 
country,   who  was  standing  near  by;  he 
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WW  g;oo^  but  he  could  not  be  distinct  in 
•rbut  bad  passed  betwixt  tbe  prisoner  and 
him,  in  private  conversation  in  his  oim 
honse^  upon  these  nice  heads,  and  would 
not  serve  them  in  that  affair.  What  treat- 
ment Baldoon  would  have  met  with  for 
dus  refusal,  I  shall  not  say,  had  he  lived; 
but  that  worthy  gentleman  died  very  soon, 
much  regretted.  Thus  after  all  their  efforts, 
Mr  Warner  continued  in  prison  without 
receiving  an  indictment,  not  for  want  of 
inclination  or  pains,  but  matter. 

When  the  party  who  seized  him,  as  hath 
been  narrated,  took  him  away  prisoner,  his 
books  and  papers  were  left  in  the  house 
that  night,  but  under  a  guard :  and  in  the 
morning.  Sir  William  Pkterson,  and  Hugh 
Stevenson  of  Montgrenan,  clerks  to  the 
ooancil,  were  sent  to  bring  them  to  the 
parliament-house.     The  manuscripts^  and 
junong  them  several  little  pocket-books, 
oontmning  notes  of  his  sermons,  were  put 
into  bishop  Paterson's  hands,  to  search  for 
matter  of  indictment  against  him,  but  none 
'ttam  found.    Yea,  so  strict  were  the  seixers 
of  his  papers,  that  they  spared  nothing. 
His  very  civil  rights  and  bonds  for  money 
lie  had  lent  out,  were  carried  away  with 
the  rest,  so  that  he  could  not  command 
any  thing  at  his  own  for  his  sustenance  and 
charges  in  prison,  which  were  not  smalL 
Whereupon  he  petitioned  the  council  that 
liis  books,  manuscripts,  and  papers  might 
Ue  restored  to  him;  but  that  justice  could 
not  be  granted,  only  they  allowed  him  to 
get  back  hb  rights  and  bonds. 

During  his  imprisonment,  he  lectured 
knd  preached  twice  every  Lord's  day  to 
the  prisoners,  and  a  few  others,  who,  by 
their  acquaintance  with,  and  giving  money 
to  the  keepers,  got  in.  He  petitioned  the 
council  for  his  liberation,  since  nothing 
worthy  of  bonds  or  imprisonment  was  lud 
to  his  charge,  but  in  vain.  When  the  ad- 
vocate was  dealt  with  by  his  friends  for 
this  end,  in  a  huffing  way  he  told  them, 
he  had  orders  to  draw  an  indictment  Mr 
Warner  sent  agun  to  him,  begging  of  him 
that  be  might  hasten  it ;  but  he  heard  no 
more  of  it  Upon  repeated  applications 
from  Mr  Vrarner*s  friends  to  the  counsel- 
lors, it  was  signified,  that  since  he  had 
acknowledji^cd  he  had  preached  contrary  to 


law,  he  behoved  to  reckon  upon  one 
of  three ;  either  to  give  his  bond  to 
preach  no  more  unless  ho  conformed,  or  re- 
main in  perpetual  prison,  or  remove  out  of 
the  kingdom,  finding  caution  not  to  return 
without  leave,  under  the  penalty  of  five 
thousand  merks.     One  of  these,  he  was 
told,  they  were  resolved  on,  and  though 
any  of  them  was  severe  enough,  yet  of  the 
three  evils  he  chose  that  which  appeared 
to  him  to  be  the  least,  to  go  off  the  king- 
dom, and  wait  till  providence  should  open 
a  door  for  his  return ;  yet  when  they  paned 
their  act  for  his  liberation,  as  they  aUowed 
him  but  ten  days  to   order    his  affiurs, 
before  he  removed  off  the  kingdom,  so  they 
dogged  it   with  titis  condition,  thzt  he 
should  oblige  himself  not  to  preach  during 
these  ten  days.    This  he  had  not  freedom 
to  do,  and  so  continued  still  in  the  tolbooth. 
About  a  fortnight  after,  as  Montgrenan 
afterwards  told  Mr  Warner,  one  day  when 
the  council  had  gone  through  their  woric, 
and  were  just  a-rising,  the  clerk  asked  the 
chancellor,  my  lord,  'what  will  you  do 
with  Mr  Warner  ?*  adding,  '  you  lunre  or* 
dered  him  to  oblige  himself  not  to  preach 
during  the  ten  days  allowed  him  for  order- 
ing his  affairs,  but  if  yon  knew  him  as  well 
as  1,  you  would  as  well  order  him  to  go  to 
the  Grass-market  to  be  hanged,  for  he 
will  do  the  one  as  soon  as  the  other." 
'What  shall  we  do  with  him  then,  Hugh  ?* 
said  the  chancellor.    'My  lord,'  said  the 
other, '  if  you  would  take  my  advice,  in- 
stead of  taking  him  obliged  not  to  preach, 
I  would  take  his  engagement  to  preach 
thrice  a  day,  while  he  stays  in  the  kingdom^ 
and  so  you  will  burst  him,  and  be  quit  of 
his  din.'     The  matter  was  laughed  over, 
and  the  derk  allowed  to  draw  his  libera- 
tion without  that  clog.    A  good  welUtimed 
jest,  both  in  Lauderdale's  administration 
and  now,  sometimes  went  further  than 
law  or  justice. 

I  find  a  copy  of  the  act  for  his  liberation 
in  the  council-register  for  acti  and  decreets, 
and  being  but  short,  it  follows,  ^  June  7th, 
168£,  anent  a  petition  by  Mr  Patrick  War- 
ner, prisoner  in  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh, 
showing,  that  whereas  the  petitioner  was 
apprehended  in  his  own  house^  u^i^on  th« 
22d  of  re\>Tuar^  AmX»  wA.  vEkWttwrt^«A.  vt. 
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the   tolbooth    of  Edinburgfh,    and  |  bishops  and  their  numag^crs  at  Edinbnrjh 


having;  fonnerly  resolved  to  depart 
this  kingdom,  and  withal  having  several 
aftain  calling  him  forth  from  it»  which,  dur- 
ing his  restraint,  he  has  no  access  to  attend, 
and  therefore  humbly  supplicating,  that  the 
council  would  ordain  the  petitioner  to  be 
set  at  liberty,  he  finding  cantion  not  to 
return  u-ithout  license,  and  to  grant  a  com- 
petent time  for  settling  his  affairs  here. 
The  lords  of  hb  majesty's  privy  council 
having  heard  this  petition,  wherein  the 
petitioner  offers  to  take  banishment  on  him, 
give  n'arrant  to  set  him  at  liberty,  he 
giving  cantion  to  depart  in  fifteen  days, 
and  never  to  return  without  license,  under 
the  pain  of  five  thousand  merks. 

At  the  time  appointed  Mr  Warner  re- 
moved towards  Berwick,  and  stayed  some 
time  in  Tweedmouth,  upon  the  Engliah 
side,  till  he  could  conveniently  get  his 
fiunily  removed,  and  hired  a  small  house 
near  a  vilbge  called  Spittle,  and  preached 
there  to  a  very  small  auditory,  sometimes 
in  his  OHH,  and  sometimes  in  a  neighbour- 
ing house.  His  enemies  in  Scotland  hoped 
he  would  have  gone  further  off^,  and  were 
diswitisfied  when  they  heard  he  was  so 
near  them;  and,  upon  an  information  given 
of  tliis  to  the  council,  they  wrote  to  the 
king,  and  an  order  came  down  from  his 
majesty  and  the  English  council,  to  appre- 
hend Mr  Warner.  And  several  parties  of 
horse  in  Northumberland,  commanded  by 
colonel  Struthcrs,  were  very  busy  in  search- 
ing for  him  and  others ;  and  here  a  new 
period  of  his  sufferings  begins  at  the  heels 
of  the  former.  Once  and  again  some  par- 
ties of  Stnithers*  men  came  to  his  house, 
and  as  oil  very  providentially  missed  him. 
Being  daily  thus  in  hazard  of  being  seized, 
thougli  he  had  obtempered  the  council  of 
Scotland*s  sentence,  and  had  committed  no 
new  fault,  Mr  Warner  found  himself 
obliged  to  retire  a  little  further  into  Eng- 
land, leaving  still  his  family  at  Spittle. 
Accordingly  he  stayed  some  time  near 
Alnwick  ;  but  finding  no  convenience  there, 
he  went  to  Newcastle,  and,  having  hired  a 
house,  brought  his  family  thither.     By  this 


in  their  informatious.     And  Mr  Waner 
navin^  gone  np  the  liver  Tyne,  about  two 


miles,  to  visit  a  friend^  thither^  a  part/ 
having  got  previous  notice,  came«  and  ap- 
prehended him,  though  neither  at.  a  con- 
venticle, neither  could  thcj  prove  he  hsd 
broken  the  laws  since  he  came  to  England. 
That  night  he  was  carried  five  or  mx  niilei 
oflT  to  a  private  house,  and  kept  priaoMr 
there.  The  party  pretending  to  do  him  a 
kindness,  offered  to  send  one  of  thdr  nun- 
her  to  Newcastle  to  acquaint  his  wife,  and 
bring  him  linens  or  what  he  needed,  be 
yielded,  suspecting  no  evil ;  but  the  persons 
sent  rifled  his  house,  and  brought  off  what 
papers  they  could  find.  And  next  day  he 
and  his  papers  were  brought  to  cokmel 
Struthers,  who  was  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
as  well  as  commander  of  the  troops. 
When  Mr  Warner  was.  brought  to  the 
colonel,  he  showed  him  his  act  of  libcn- 
tion  and  banishment  from  Scotland,  and 
civilly  asked  him  what  he  had  to  lay  to  bu 
chai^  since  he  came  to  England,  and  the 
cause  of  his  being  made  prisoner.  The 
colonel  told  him,  that  upon  a  letter  of  the 
council  of  Scotland,  bearing,  that  since  hin 
banishment  he  had  returned  and  preached 
on  the  Scots  side,  the  king  and  council  at 
London  had  ordered  him  to  apprehend  hin, 
and  send  him  back  to  Edinburgh.  Mr  Warner 
assured  the  colonel,  that  the  Scots  council 
had  been  misinformed,  and  the  accusation 
was  most  false  and  invidious:  that  since 
his  coming  from  Scotland  at  the  time  of 
his  liberation,  he  had  never  returned,  or 
been  nearer  the  border  than  Tweedmouth 
or  Spittle  where  he  resided ;  that  the  coun- 
cil already  had  security  under  a  great  sum 
in  case  of  his  failure,  in  that  point,  whidi 
undoubtedly  they  would  exact  from  hi« 
sureties  if  they  could  provo  him  guilty,  and 
offered  immediately  to  find  bail  to  answer 
to  any  indictment  should  be  given  him  on 
that  head.  This  seemed  very  surpri  sing  to 
the  colonel,  who  said  no  more  to  him  that 
night,  but  ordered  him  a  room  in  his  own 
house,  with  a  soldier  to  guard  him.  To- 
morrow  he    called   for  the  prisoner,  and 


time,    it    sceifis,     colonel    Struthers    had  !  asked  if  he  was  willing  to  take  the  tatii 

repeated    orders    to    seize    Mr   Wavwer  •,  ^  o?  ^VWy^^wc^^  ■.  this  was  as  surprising  to 

MO  hiridioua    and   importunate   were  l\\e  \'^Vt  \iwxkw,  vjVq  \KtfA«iJ\>j  «b3k««^^  be 
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wai  rery  ill  acquainted  with  the  laws  of 
England,  and  knew  not  whether  they 
obliged  him,  who  was  a  stranger  and  mere 
■qjoumer,  to  swear  that  oath;  nor  was  he 
witting  to  take  any  oath  without  an  en- 
dent  necessity,  and  therefore  desired  time 
to  consider  of  it  The  colonel  seemed  now 
tto  be  afraid,  from  the  assurances  given  him 
yMam^t,  that  some  time  or  other  he 
wtaght  be  questioned  for  a  wrongous  im- 
prisonment^  and  therefore  fell  into  this 
method,  to  sare  his  own  Inictm  in  case  of 
gfter  inquiries  to  tender  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
Mr  Warner  upon  this  was  carried  prisoner 
itniglit  to  the  gaol  of  Newcastle,  his  mitti- 
mus bearing  only  he  had  refused  the  oath 
<^  aUegiance.  Here  he  continued  seven  or 
dgbt  weeks,  until  one  of  the  judges  came 
to  that  town  in  his  circuit  for  a  gaol-delivery. 
At  this  time,  upon  Alexander  Gordon  of 
Bariston's  being  seized  near  by  Newcastle, 
with  several  of  the  papers  and  letters 
from  the  societies  for  correspondence,  strict 
orders  came  to  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
•f  Newcastle,  to  apprehend  all  Scotsmen 
Utrang^rs  there,  and  seise  all  their  pajiers 
smd  books ;  by  virtue  of  which  twenty  of 
CUderwood's  histories  and  some  other 
books  were  taken  from  him,  which  were 
fidthfhlly  given  back  after  the  resolution, 
by  one  of  the  aldermen  to  whom  he  ap- 
plied. But  the  fike  favour  as  to  the  co- 
pies beidg' taken  from  him  at  Edinbui^gh, 
and  the  far  more  valuable  manuscripts,  he 
ebuM  not  obtain  from  bishop  Paterson,  to 
whom  they  were  committed,  though  several 
times  he  was  promised  it. 
'  At  the  gaol-delivery,  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance was  to  be  put  to  him,  and  he,  being 
Solbrmed  of  this,  endeavoured  to  consider 
tts  fanport,  and  satisfy  himself  about  it,  as 
fin*  as  he  could,  against  that  time.  The 
dath  of  allegiance  in  England,  is  distinct 
and  qohe  difliBrent  from  the  oath  of  supre- 
macy And  considering  it  had  nothing 
of  the  supremacy  in  it,  Mr  Warner  had  no 
Mrople  as  to  its  lawfulness,  considered 
abaolntely  in  itself.  But  when  he  consid- 
ered how  much  guilt  the  land  had  contract- 
«d  by  taking  and  breaking  so  many  pub- 
lic oaths,  he  yvns  a  little  doubtful  as  to 
the  expediency  of  such  oaths  publicly  and 
tiniv4*r9a1ly  imposed,  and  for  some  time 
entertained  n  rcliivtancy  ngaimt  if,  till  lie 


///. 


upon  the  other  hand  ooosiderod,  that  .^^ 
the  practicesofsome  of  our  nation  had  - 
given  the  English, and  other  ibreigners,  occa- 
sion to  apprehend,  that  presbyteriaus  were 
agaiost  ail  lawful  power  and  government, 
and  denied  all  allegiance  and  obedience, 
and  if  he,  while  in  England,  would  state 
his  sufferings  upon  that  head,  it  would 
undoubtedly  be  so  constructed  of  by  mauy ; 
so  after  a  fidl  pondering  of  all  sides,  he 
came  to  a  resolution  to  take  it,  and  that 
with  such  caution  as  he  judged  might 
afford  him  full  peace,  and  solid  quiet  after- 
wards. When  the  day  came,  he  was  called 
upon  to  take  the  allegiance.  ^Ir  Warner, 
with  all  due  submission,  in  open  court, 
acqiuunted  the  judge,  that  seeing  an  oath 
ought  to  be  taken  in  judgment  as  well  as 
righteousness^  before  he  sware,  he  humbly 
desired  to  be  satisfied  in  a  few  things 
The  judge  allowing,  he  asked  Imo. 
"  whether  this  oath  did  bind  him  to  ailegi** 
ance  to  the  king's  suooessors  de  facto  as 
well  as  these  dejure  f  * '  The  judge  answered 
it  did  not  ddo.  **  Whereas  the  oath  binds 
him  to  be  obedient  to  the  king  and  laws 
he  desired  to  be  satisfied,  whether  in  case 
any  of  the  laws  should  be  such,  as  he 
could  not  in  conscience  give  active  obe- 
dience to,  if  in  that  case  he  was  bou,nd  by 
this  oath  any  further  than  either  to  obey 
or  suffer  according  to  law  ?**  The  judge 
declared,  he  ^'as  bound  no  further.  3tio» 
''Seeing  he  was  a  stranger  in  England, 
and  not  probably  to  continue  long  there, 
but  to  remove  to  some  other  nati<m  or 
kingd<mi,  he  desired  to  know,  whether  he 
was,  by  the  oath  offered  just  now,  bound 
to  give  the  obedience  formerly  mentioned 
any  longer  than  he  was  in  England,  seeing 
when  he  comes  to  live  in  another  nation 
or  kingdom,  it  may  be  supposed  he  must 
he  obedient  to  the  laws  thereof,  and  yet 
these  in  several  things  may  be  different 
from  these  of  England."  The  judge  told 
him,  his  obedience  was  no  longer  due  than 
while  he  continued  in  England.  And  Air 
Warner  having  in  open  court,  declared  it 
was  with  these  cautions  he  was  content 
to  take  the  oath,  and  no  othenvise,  the 
judge  tendered  it  to  him,  and  he  took  it, 
and  thereupon  was  liberate  from  prison. 

I '  pen  l\\e  w^ifAe,  VVvo  TwA«t  OKwwiV.  VwV. 
o\)scrvo,  lYval  iVv\*  \r\)\\\A«t  w\  ^^t^cq.>:\w!w 
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ibii  worthy  nuniiter  met  with,  was 
1668.  ^iiiQQ^  eithffir  aoomatioiiy  proof,  or 
lihd,  hut  tDtirely  on  whispers  and  oalumni- 
ions  infiornuition.  It  was  likewise  no  small 
ehargo  to  him:  hb  jailor^Sees  at  fidinbiirg^h 
and  Newcastle,  and  his  petitions  again  and 
again  to  the  coumal,  amounted  to  a  consid- 
erable sum.     Besides,  having  engaged  in 
the  printing  of  that  useful  book  Calder- 
wood'a  History,  and  lent  a  great  deal  of 
■Moey  to  help  it  on,  he  was  obliged  to  take 
lor  hk  payment^  some  hnndreds  of  the  books 
inquires;  and  besides  his  k>ss  of  the  bound 
copies   at  Bdinborgfa,  those  which  were 
mbouad,   by  his  frequent  removes,  were 
many  of  them  put  in  disorder  and  oonfu« 
sion,  and  so  on  the  matter  lost  to  him,  and 
many  of  them  seued,  which,  after  he  had 
rodeamed,  were  sometimes  taken  a  second 
timo.    At  a  yery  moderate  oomputatioii, 
kb  leas  was  npwards  of  an  hundred  pounds 
atsriing.     Msimwhile,  there  is  neither  act 
of  parliament  or  council  against  that  book, 
aeither  did  the  eomsBittee  before  whom  he 
appeared,  blame  him  for  having  so  aumy  of 
tbem  as  were  seised,  and  yet  they  would 
not  order  them  bade  to  him,  whoi  desired. 
After   all  this  trouble  and  expense,  Mr 
Warner  saw  there  was  no  safety  for  him 
in  England,  as  long  as  there  were  any  base 
malicious  infoimers  to  forge  a  story  about 
him,  and  the  council  at  Edinburgh  were 
willing  to  believe  it    In  a  very  little  time, 
new  orders  might  come  down  from  London, 
and  he  be  brought  into  new  trouble.  There- 
fore in  a  few  days  aft»r  his  liberation,  he 
went  over  to  Rotterdam,  and  when  he  liad 
hired  a  house  there,  brought  over  his  wife 
and  family  not  long  after.    There  he  staid 
mostly  until  the  liberty  1G87,  and  he  and 
other  worthy  ministers  were  not,  even  in 
that  place  of  refuge,  free  from  the  malice 
and  restless  endeavours  of  the  party  in 
Scotland. 

We  have  formerly  heard,  that  Mr 
William  Livingstone,  son  to  that  shining 
light,  Mr  John  Livingstone  of  Ancrum,  of 
whom  in  the  first  book,  was,  with  all  his 
papers,  seized  the  very  night  wherein  Mr 
Warner  was  apprehended.  I  find  by  the 
registers,  March  21st,  a  petition  to  the 
council,  beMnDg,  ''that  Mr  William  Living- 


last,  and  sisted  before  a  commitfcse  of  coan- 
dl,  was  questioned  upon  collecting  and 
distributing  money  to  rebels,  and  corres- 
pondii^  with  them,  and  insporting  and 
vending  several  seditiona  books,  to  which 
the  petitioner  answered  negatively,  so- 
knowledging,  before  the  lata  indemnity,  hs 
had  got  some  money  to  be  distribnted 
among  the  prisoners  that  were  starving  :** 
his  petition  is  granted,  and  he  is  ordered  to 
be  liberate,  upon  his  finding  caution  to 
appear  when  called. 

Upon  the  4th  of  April  this  year,  ThosMS 
Greg,  merchant  in  Carrick,  fell  under  very 
hard  treatment  This  good  man  is  lately 
deceased,  and  I  have  this  and  other  branch* 
es  of  hb  sufferings,  more  than  oooe  fimn 
himsel£  Nothing  wss  to  be  laid  to  his 
charge  but  mere  nonconformity;  he  was 
upon  the  high  road  with  his  pack,  follow* 
ing  his  calling,  when  Ckiverhonse  eeiasd 
him.  Immediately  they  took  aU  his  waamtf 
and  goods  finom  him,  and  carried  him  for* 
ward,  whither  the  party  was  going,  to  ths 
Newton  of  Galloway,  and  from  theace  te 
Dumfiries,  next  day,  on  a  bare-badced 
horse:  and  though  they  hnd  taken  his 
pack  and  money  from  him,  and  bad  nothing 
to  lay  to  his  charge,  they  would  neithtr 
allow  him  meat  nor  drink  all  that  time; 
and  he  had  fainted,  yea,  starved  for  theoi, 
had  not  the  country  people  upon  the  road, 
and  where  they  lodged,  given  him  sfune 
little  thing.  At  Dumfries,  he  and  sobm 
others  they  took  at  this  tims^  were  put  in 
prison,  and  the  good  people  in  that  town 
provided  them  in  meat  and  drink,  else  thsy 
had  starved;  and  even  this  the  soldiers  did 
sometimes  cast  on  the  ground  and  destroyt 
because  they  said  it  was  not  bought  from 
some  persons  they  would  have  employed 
for  providing  such  of  the  prisoners  who 
maintained  themselves.  After  eleven  days* 
imprisonment,  without  any  trial  or  sen- 
tence, he  was  carried  to  Leith,  and,  with 
some  others,  put  aboard  a  ship  going  to 
Holland,  and  gifted  to  the  recruits  there. 
I  need  make  no  reflections  upon  this  hard 
measure  this  honest  man  met  with,  as  well 
as  many  others,  in  this  time  of  sad  op- 
pression. 

I  come  forward  to  give  the  reader  some 


MtoDc  baring  been  seized  February  ^iid  \  accQuuX  «A  ^«  voff^rin^  of  that  worthy, 
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fiutfafo]^  and  tingttlarly  gocccwftil  minitter 
«f  the  gMpei,  Mr  Heniy  Enkina.  TfaeM, 
with  80IIM  vwy  renarkable  proridenoet 
n^Ative  to  this  exoellent  aoan,  I  ha?»  from 
liii  MM,  two  rererend  muiisteii  of  this 
church,  to  whom  the  reader  owes  this 
distioet  aooonnt  I  most  omit  seTertl 
mngfiibr  profidenoes^  and  shall  only  gire 
a  hrief  detul  of  what  relates  to  his 
vaABiii^  and  pot  it  all  together  in  this 
pboe. 

Mr  Henry  Erakine  was  son  to  Ral|^ 
Enldne  of  tthielfield,  who  had  his  ordinary 
ireeidenee  in  Drybvigh,  upon  the  border  of 
BnghukL    About  the  year  1649,  he  wm 
giiiined  minister  at  ComhiO,  about  ten 
miles  distant  from  Drybmnfa,  ^^P^^  ^^ 
£i^;lish  side.    There  he  was  ejected  by  the 
•St  of  nmfiinnity,  after  he  had  been  mnoh 
owned  of  God  in  his  work,  among  that 
ifBomnt  and   ahooost   barbanms    people, 
iisfing  reesired  no  stipend  when  he  was 
<^ected,  he  was  adTised  to  go  up  to  Lon- 
don, and  applj  to  his  majesty  fi>r  a  warrant 
4e  nplift  whst  was  his  justly,  and  by  kiw ; 
wkidi  he  did:  and  after  prssenting  his 
ytitio%  and  long  and  expensive  on  waiting, 
te  was  toU  for  answer,  that  he  eould  hare 
mm  warrsnt  for  bygones>  unlem  he  would 
Ar  time  to  oome  eonfonn  to  the  estsbhshed 
church;  and  some  of  the  Seots  nobiemen 
M  court  made  him  offers  of  rery  consider- 
able benefioM  if  he  would  do  so:  but  he 
kadnot  so  learned  Christ    In  his  return 
llnom '  London  by  sea,  he  met  with  very 
remarkable  interpositionB  of  providence, 
Ibr  his  provision  and  relief,  having  spent 
-any  little  money  he  had  at  London,  which 
1  want  room  for  here*    When  he  got  to 
Soothnd,  he  transported  his  fiunily  from 
€!dmhill   to  Dryburgh,  and  lived  in   a 
iMmse  of  his  brother's   there^  preaching 
•omettmes  in  the  fields,  and  frequently  m 
Ut  own  house,  till  this  year,  1682,  when, 
April  SSd,  the  hard  of  Meldrum  came  upon 
him  with  a  party  of  soldiers  on  the  LoitTs 
ihy,  when  he  was  at  fiimily-worship,  and 
carried  him  prisoner  to  Melross,  two  miles 
from  Dryburgh :  to-morrow,  a  bond  of  five 
thounnd  merics  was  given  for  his  com- 
pearance when  called,  his  nephew  James 
^rskine  of  Shielfield  being  cautioner. 

Upon  the  8th  of  May  foUoiriDg,  Mel- 


drum beii^  returned  finm  some  V^^  taoa 
secuting  work  he  had  been  empk^red  ^^ 
about  in  the  west  countiy,  caUed  for  Mr 
Erskine  and  his  cautioner,  and  having  given 
up  the  bond  he  esnied  himpffisoBar  with  him 
to  Jedburgh,  when  he  was  a  second  tinm  lib- 
erate, upon  bond  and  csntion  to  appear  aft 
Edinburgh  the  12th  <tf  Blay.  Bythafttimoa 
violent  ague  had  seiaed  Mr  Erskine,  yet  ho 
behoved  to  be  at  Edinburgh  by  that  day, 
and  was  brought  beforo  a  committee  of  the 
oounoii;  where^  after  some  previons  ex- 
amination, the  king^s  advocate  asked  him, 
if  he  would  give  his  bond  to  preaeh  no 
mora  at  conventiciss.  Bfr  Erskine  posi- 
tively refused  this,  and  said.  My  lord,  I 
have  my  commission  frmn  Christ,  and  though 
I  were  within  an  hoar  of  my  death,  I 
durst  not  kiy  it  down  at  any  mortal  man's 
foot  The  advocate  having  made  %  report 
to  the  council,  his  afiur  was  dekqred  till  the 
6th  of  June,  and  he  gave  bail,  underfoor 
thousand  merics^  to  oompear  at  that  time.  • 
Upon  the  6th  of  June,  he  appeaiad  before 
the  council,  when  a  libel  was  aead, 
chaiginf  him  with  pimiching  at  oonven- 
tides,  disorderly  baptimng  and  nmnrying; 
The  chancellor  asked  him,  what  he  had  to 
say  to  the  libeL  Mr  Erskine  anawcred,  he 
denied  the  whole;  adding,  that  it  was  well 
known  to  all  who  lived  aboot  Um,  that 
from  September  1681,  to  January  last,  the 
Lord's  hand  was  on  him  by  a  violent  flux, 
so  for  as  he  was  not  in  case  to  bow  a  knee 
before  Ood  in  his  fomily,  or  ask  a  blessing 
on  his  meat;  and  that  after  February, 
he  had  been  seised  with  a  violent  ague, 
which  had  laid  him  under  an  incapacity 
for  his  ministerial  work.  The  chanceUor, 
according  to  the  ordinary  method,  though 
contrary  to  the  known  maxim  in  criminals, 
Nemoteneturjurare  m  muxm  n^tmam^  asked 
him,  if  he  would  depone  he  had  not  preach- 
ed, baptised,  or  married,  frx>m  Septonber 
last,  till  June  instant;  he  answered,  he 
was  not  free  to  give  his  oath  for  the  whole 
of  that  time.  The  council,  though  nothing 
wss  proven  against  him,  immediately  sen- 
tenced him  to  pay  five  thousand  merks  of 
fine,  and  to  go  to  the  tolbooth  of  Edin- 
buiigh  that  night,  and  to  morrow  to  be 

(carried  to  the  Bass,  there  to  lie  till  the  fine 
was  paid,  sM  \Minii  ^'<i«B'  ^ODai(.>&a  ^^i»^^ 
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pronfih  no  noK.  To  prevent,  if  pot^ 
«<P«*  ^^^  ||}^  ^^^  IQ  ll^  ^fgg^  which 

.would  have  gone  far  to  have  killed  him  in  his 
preeent  weakly  fxmditioii,  ia  the  afieniooa 
he  petitioned  the  4MHUioil,  that  the  ienteaoe 
might  be  altered,  and  liberty  granted  lo  go 
^  the  kiflgdon,  promiaing  to  6nd  caution 
ao  to  do.  Through  the  inteicet  of  eone 
liiends  this  was  allowed,  and  Mr  Enldne'e 
nephew,  John  Urown  of  Park,  bound  hiae- 
•elf  with  him  in  6UUU  merkf ,  that  in  four- 
teen dayi  Mr  Erskine  ehonld  leave  the 
kingdom.  These  appeanooes  and  petitions 
still  stood  ministers  monej;  and  i  find 
BAr  Erskine  had  21  dollars  to  paj  to  the 
sLerks^  and  4  dollars  to  the  jailor  and  his 
servant. 

Within  the  time  appointed,  he  removed 
off  the  kingdom,  not  knowing  whither  he 
went,  but  providence  ordered  better  fi>r 
him  than  he  could  foresee ;  and  he  fixed  in 
Parkridge  about  ton  miles  ftom  Carlisle, 
and  brought  his  family  there,  and  lived 
pretty  free  of  trouble  for  two  years  and  a 
half  (  when  he  was  invited  by  Mr  Philip 
Gray  of  P^resson,  to  be  under  hfan  in  an  ob- 
scure pUce  called  Monnilaus,  about  a  mile 
finom  Comhill  his  old  chai^ :  but  he  was 
not  long  in  safety  there,  for,  July  8d,  1685, 
he  was  apprehended  by  ei^ht  of  the  militia 
horsemen,  and  carried  first  to  Wooller,  and 
next  day  to  Forberry,  to  colonel  StruUierB, 
who  acquainted  him  be  must  goto  New* 
castle  to  Sir  John  Finwiok,  by  virtue  of  an 
order  from  the  kintr,  and  so  was  returned 
that  night  to  Wooller  prison,  where  he  met 
witli  the  reverend  Mr  Luke  Ogle  a  fellow- 
prisoner.  July  4th  both  of  them  were 
carried  under  a  guard  to  Eglingham,  to  a 
justice  of  peace  his  house;  and  upon 
Monday  July  6th,  for  itsccins  the  English 
were  a  little  more  careful  of  the  Lord's  day 
than  our  Scots  persecutors,  they  were  taken 
to  Newcastle.  Thou<(h  Mr  Erskine  was  sud- 
denly taken  that  morning  with  a  violent 
choUc,  so  that  he  expected  his  death  every 
moment,  yet  no  pity  was  shown  him,  he 
brhovtMl  to  take  journey,  thongh  scarce  able 
to  sit  on  his  horse.  At  night,  they  came  to 
Sir  John  Finwick's  gate,  who  not  only 
imm(*(liiit(^Iy  ordered  them  to  prison,  but 
took  both  their  horses  from  them,  which 
trvre  never  restored;  there  Mr  Erskme'* 


pain  and  sickness  oontimdng,  ho  got  oat  by 
the  jailor's  kindnem,  for  a  fortnight,  to  s 
private  hoose^  film  Man's,  who  took  cere  ef 
his  health,  and  would  take  nolfatng  for  hit 
entertainment  Upon  tibo  SSil  of  July,  they 
were  Hberato  by  the  indemnity  which 
oame  out 

Mr  Erskine  oontinned  pronching  every 
Lord's  day  at  Monnilana,  until  the  liberty 
1687,  when  he  got  an  unanimous  caD  from 
the  parish  of  Whitsom,  on  the  Scots  ride, 
where  be  preached  in  a  meeting«Jionse, 
from  September  1687,  till  tlie  bnppy  revo- 
lution, when  ho  was  called  to  be  minista' 
of  Chnmside^  and  continoed  there  till  Ui 
death,  August  10th,  1696,  the  72d  year  ef 
his  age.  His  life  was  full  of  aingnlar  teai 
sweet  appearances  of  providenee  in  all  ha 
straits,  which  were  not  fow,  and  his  deefh 
wtts  most  pleasant  and  edifying.  There 
are  thousands  yet  alive  in  the  places  where 
he  preached,  to  whom  his  name  and  me- 
mory is  most  savoury,  for  his  affectionate, 
dose,  and  fhithfU  prMchlng  of  the  gospel 
As  he  was  very  bold  in  his  mastei^o  worit, 
so  he  was  singularly  blessed  with  remark- 
able success. 

By  the  council-registers,  I  find,  June  M, 
Mr  Thomas  Archer  had  been  a  long  time 
in  the  Canongate  tolbooth,  for  being  at  a 
house-conventicle,  and  nonconformity.  He 
was  an  excellent  youth,  brother  to  the  fore- 
mentioned  John  Archer,  a  good  acholsr, 
and  close  stodent  While  he  was  in  the 
Canongate  tolbooth,  I  am  informed,  he 
made  hunself  master  of  the  Hebrew  tongue, 
the  Chaldaic,  Syriac,  and  some  other  of 
the  Oriental  languages.  Upon  the  9th  of 
June,  he  petitions  the  council,  signifying 
his  design  to  leave  the  kingdom,  and  be*'- 
ging  the  council  may  liberate  him.  There 
was  nothing  to  be  proven  against  him,  and 
he  had  lain  long  in  prison,  so  his  petition 
is  granted ;  and  the  good  youth  went  over 
to  Holland,  and  continued  there,  very  much 
improving  himself  in  all  valuable  branches 
of  human  learning,  as  well  as  solid  religion. 
There  he  was  ordained  by  Mr  Fleming, 
and  the  rest  of  the  Scots  ministevs  then  at 
Rotterdam,  INIr  Alexander  Hastie  haring 
preached  the  ordination  sermon.  Mr 
Archer  had  been  licensed  in  the  excellent 
^\^^<i^«  ^BSis\^^\Mi\<(st%V<^^^9r«i  taken 
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wkitfb  WM  at  the  tim»  when  Mr  6i«nple 
WM  wiied,  of  which  before,  lie  cene 
i9Ter  with  AtgyU,  1685»  when  we  shall 
meet  with  him. 

At  the  same  diet  of  eoimcily  June  9th»  a 
purooeas  is  intanted  against  some  Terj 
worthy  presbyterian  ministers,  Mr  James 
;ELymer  at  Lethoa  in  Fife,  Mr  Bobert  Gil- 
lespie at  AlUihtennuchty,  Mr  Thomas  Ar^ 
Boty  Mr  John  llanroway  in  Kirkaidy,  Mr 
John  FeiKUMm  of  Pathhead,  and  Mr  John 
CHUespie  and  Mr  John  Monurief.  They 
are  libelled  for  keeping  conventidea  in 
houses  since  1<>70,  ani^  upon  nonoompear- 
jmcc^  these  worthy  persons  are  all  de- 
nounced and  put  to  the  horn.  I  can  give 
IM>  more  upon  them,  than  what  offers  from 
the  reoord%  and  regret  I  haye  so  small  and 
confused  accounts  of  them. 

July  7th.  this  year,  Robert  Nairn  in  the 
parish  of  BonhiU,  in  the  shire  of  Dumbaiw 
ton,  fell  under  no  small  trouble,  for  nothing 
•Ise  but  his  not  hearing  of  the  episcopal 
incumbent  Last  year,  he  had  been  fined 
for  nouoonformity,  in  twenty  pounds  Scots, 
at  the  regality  court  at  the  forry  of  Belp 
Jach,  and  now  it  u  wholly  exacted.  He 
vms  a  shoemaker  in  Itfapierston,  and  was 
obliged,  notwithstanding  of  his  payiqg  his 
fine^  to  leave  his  house  and  fomily,  and  dis- 
miss his  servaati^  and  gire  over  his  em- 
ployment. The  sheriff-officeiB  frequently 
came  and  searched  his  house  for  him,  and 
they  seldom  came  without  canying  away 
aomewhat  or  other  with  them.  February, 
168d,  the  depute  of  the  regality  came  at 
qudnight  to  his  house,  with  two  officers. 
Uia  wife  with  a  sucking  child  was  forced 
to  fiee  to  the  open  fields  |  the  depute  found 
none  in  the  house  but  three  children  and  a 
serTont  maid.  Having,  with  their  swords 
drawn,  searched  the  house,  they  took  the 
eldest  boy,  not  fourteen  years  of  age,  and, 
with  their  swords  over  his  head,  threatened 
kim  to  tell  where  his  father  was;  but  he 
could  not.  They  inventared  all  that  was 
in  the  house,  except  the  cradle,  which  in 
their  great  mercy  they  left  for  the  child, 
and  arrested  all  in  the  hand  of  the  landlord 
of  the  house,  and  gave  him  summons  of 
forthcoming  for  them.  The  two  infants, 
the  eldest  not  above  fi\Q  years  old,  they 
turned  out  of  their  beds,  and  carried  away 


I  the  bedclothes.  The  maid  they  would 
carry  with  them  to  prison,  Ull  she  '^®'- 
found  baU  to  answer  when  called.  In  April 
thereafler,  bemg  informed  of  some  things 
belonging  to  Robert  Nairn,  in  a  neighbour's 
house,  they  seised  upon  them,  and  that 
night  they  searched  Robertas  house,  took 
his  wifo  out  of  her  bed,  and  carried  her 
to  prisco,  when  she  ky  tiU  she  found 
baU  to  keep  the  kiric.  in  the  beginning  of 
winter,  Robert  ventured  home  to  his  own 
house,  but  wss  not  loB|r  there  till  his  pef>- 
aecoton  got  notioe,  and  one  night,  he 
bearing  two  men  were  near  the  honse^ 
made  his  escape;  the  men  followed  him, 
and  both  shot  at  him,  and  aairowly  missed 
him.  He  got  into  a  wood  about  a  milo 
from  his  honse;  aad  eso^  them.  But 
he  coaCraoted  snob  a  oold  by  lyin^  thefe^ 
that  shortly  after  he  feli  very  sick,  and 
eaam  igain  to  hie  house,  that  ho  might 
have  some  little  aecossmodatiMi  under  his 
illness.  Notioe  was  quickly  got  of  tliis, 
and,  Saturday,  December  itath,  two  offioem 
came  to  carry  him  prisoner  to  Dumbarton^ 
with  ordem  to  bring  him  on  horse,  if  he 
was  so  sick  as  he  ootthi  not  go.  His  kmd- 
lord  John  Maoallaster,  who  had  done  him 
many  kindnessei^  hearing  of  this,  fomMl 
means  to  detain  the  officeni  till  Robeit 
was  carried  that  night  to  a  barn,  where  he 
Uy  till  the  moiTow,  when  he  waa  caiiied 
to  a  friend's  house,  about  a  mtle'a  dishinfo, 
where  that  night  he  got  to  his  everlastinf 
rest,  beyond  the  persecutors*  malioe,  eat- 
cept  as  to  his  body,  whieh»  it  seems^  they 
ceased  not  to  show  their  BMdioe  at  Upon 
Monday,  to  prevent  trouble  to  the  fomily 
where  he  died,  his  corpse  was  carried  to  hU 
own  house.  His  friends  designing  him  a 
decent  burial,  which  became  them,  he 
beinup  a  judicious  Christian  and  saint  of 
God,  seat  for  the  parish  mort-rioth,  but 
the  curate  havin|f  that  in  his  custody,  re* 
fused  it;  and  when  on  Tuesday  the  beadle 
came  to  make  his  grave  in  his  buriaLplace 
in  the  church-yard  of  Bonhill,  the  incum- 
bent came  out  upon  him  and  hindered  him, 
and  looked  the  gate,  as  if  this  good  man 
had  been  unworthy  of  a  Cluriatian  buriaL 
However,  his  friends  afterwards  prevailed 
to  have  the  grave  made,  and  he  was  buried. 
But  the  dttCttiiGVa  nft^ciAMV  v^icvm 
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OMmtd  for  breach  of  the  mmrt- 
BMnt  laid  upon  all  that  was  in  tha 
houae,  and  that  inmadiataly  after  the  in- 
tennentt  bddra  the  coBipany  were  dia- 
infwtf,  which  proeaii  coat  them  tirenty 
ponnda  Sooti  bafiora  thay  |^  rid  of  it 

About  the  aama  tinie«  John  Bredia,  in 
the  aame  pariih»  and  at  praaent  one  of  the 
^dan  ot  Bonhilly  Ml  under  nnch  the 
aama  atapa  of  paraecutioa.  Hia  houaa  waa 
freqoantly  aearehad,  hit  gooda  taken  away 
to  n  GooaidambW  vahie,  himaalf  narrowly 
eaoaped.  and  foroed  to  flea  and  bida  hiaual( 
and  all  thia  merely  for  not  kaeping  the 
kirk. 

About  thia  tim€^  John  Fhwkhart  in  tha 
Uola  of  Kippea,  for  hia  alleged  preaanoe  at 
oonventiclai^  had  aeTtnty  troopera  of  Oack- 
maaan'a  drafoona  quartacad  upon  hiniy  who 
apoiled  hit  houaa  and  cattle^  to  tfao  Talue  of 
two  hundred  pounda^  Ha  wat  impriaonad 
aeTeral  mon^  and  paid  a  considerahle 
fine  era  ha  got  out;  and  afterwarda»  for 
hia  marriage  by  Mr  Wilham  Somarwe!, 
miniatar  at  Cmwfordjohn,  thirty«Mx  dnp 
goona  ware  quartered  on  hin^  who  da> 
maged  him  one  hundred  and  fifty  ponnd% 
and  afterward  he  paid  an  hundred  pounda 
fine  for  hia  irregular  marriaga* 

I  have  before  me  an  acaount  of  the  au^ 
foringa  of  Thomaa  Thomaon  in  Eaater- 
couchland,  in  Falkland,  about  thia  time^ 
from  hia  worthy  aon»  a  minitter  of  thia 
ohurch.  For  mere  nonoonformity,  he  waa 
fined  in  an  handrad  pounda  aterUi^  the 
one  half  to  the  earl  of  Balcarras,  and  the 
other  to  A.  Maloom,  iheriff-clerk ;  and  till 
payment^  aoldiera  were  quartered  on  him, 
who  threahed  out  hia  oom»  and  did  eat  it 
up.  And,  beaidca  their  maintenance  for 
tome  montha,  ha  waa  foroed  to  give  each 
of  the  dragoona  a  ahilling  per  day.  In 
some  time  he  waa  ordered  to  be  appre- 
hended, and  hia  houae  firequently  plundered, 
when  the  partiea  miaaed  him;  yea,  ao  bar- 
barous were  they,  that  one  of  hia  sucking 
children  waa  torn  from  the  mother^a  breast, 
and  caat  on  the  floor,  whereby  hia  life  waa 
much  endangered.  These  severities  foroed 
him  firom  his  form,  and  brought  his  wife 
and  children  to  great  difficulties,  and  he 
himself  was  obliged  to  hide  and  wander, 
tiJJ  the  Uberty  1687, 


John  Kay  in  the  pariah  of  Biggai^  bow 
in  Walaton,  thia  year,  maraly  booansa  ha 
went  not  to  church,  had  hia  whole  oattia 
driven  firom  him  by  lUdmni.  who  said 
them  at  pret^  high  ratea  to  hia  nai^dwar^ 
from  whom  he  again  bought  thorn  aftt^ 
warda.  He  waa  at  difittraat  tunea  fined  in 
near  an  hundred  meriu^  aMff«ly  far  aet 
hearing.  Instanoaa  of  partirnlar  paraoas 
would  be  endleaa. 

November  Ifith,  I  find  thnft  aoeUant 
peraon,  dame  Katherine  Ri|^  lady  Caven, 
after  eitation,  appearing  baforo  the  oonncil 
This  lady  is  libelled  for  keeping  oosventi* 
des,  and  being  present  at  them  finom  1679 
to  this  time;  that  she  heard  Mr  Donald 
Cargill,  Mr  Samuel  Amot,  and  Mr  Gabriel 
Sample,  declared  traitors,  and  Mr  Tbonai 
Douglas,  Mr  Archibald  Riddel,  Mr  James 
Osbom.  No  probation  beii^  offered,  the 
libel  is  referred  to  her  oath,  and  ahe  re- 
fusing to  depone,  ia  held  aa  ooBfaaaod,  mi 
the  council  fine  her  ia  five  hundred  ponndi 
sterlings  and  aend  her  to  priaon  tilL  aho  psy 
i^  and  find  boil  to  be  praaent  at  no  oao' 
venticies.  She  ia  first  sent  to  Edinhniyb 
tolbooth,  and  then  carried  to  Sliriii^caatk 
where  she  continued  n  good  part  of  twe 
years,  till  her  son,  the  present  Cavsi^ 
came  home  from  his  travels,  and  mads 
some  transaction  in  her  foivours.  Wo  shall 
meet  with  her  afterwards. 

At  the  same  diet  of  council,  Mr  Williaw 
Erskine  is  ordered  to  be  taken  from  Sti^ 
ling  castle  to  Blackneaa.  I  nm  aorry  I  osa 
give  no  more  account  of  hin^  he  waa  maa^ 
years  in  priaon  for  preaching  the  go^sl 
It  escaped  me  to  observe  upon  Mr  lienry 
Erskine^B  suffisrings^  that  Juno  6th,  Mr 
John  Linlithgow  in  Redpath,  waa  jointlj 
processed  with  him  for  preaching  nt  coa> 
ventides,  and  came  under  the  aame  aen* 
tenee.  Whether  be  waa  sent  off  the  kim- 
dom,  or  to  the  Baas^  I  know  noL 

Upon  the  last  of  ^ovember,  the  council 
pass  an  act,  obliging  the  prcabyterian  min* 
isters  connived  at  in  their  preaching  to 
take  the  test  Whether  this  waa  the  fint 
bell  to  the  turning  out  of  the  indulged,  or 
did  comprehend  them,  I  cannot  say ;  bat 
the  words  of  the  act  follow,  and  with  it  I 
shall  end  this  section.  "  The  lords  of  his 
^iBii^eftVf  %  \icvr}  o)>3AK\L  being  informed, 
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Tend  t/t  these  lumcrnifomist  mill* 

rho,  for  these  tevertl  jeKP^^  pretend 

mDired  at  to  preach,  haTe  rince  the 

January  laat,  oontinaed  to  preach 

Mvoe   other   nuniiterial  *  lonctiona, 

t  taking'  the  test^  in  manifest  oon- 

of  the  sixth  act  of  his  majesty's 

parliament,   recommend   to   the 

and  archbishops  forthwith  to  ti- 

hem,  and  to  phmt  their  parishcB 

igfolar  men,  and  report ;  and  recom- 

>'the  lords  of  exchequer,  to  prant 

the  esdieats  of  those  ministers,  ao- 

to  hw." 

SECT.  y. 

criminai  progeeuHoiu  hefinrt  the  jiw- 
y,  and  public  executiant  of  Me  mtf^ 
f,  Mti  year  1082. 

f  girtn  a  pretty  lai^  namtiTe  of 
lend  oppression  of  the  country,  and 
lioolar  snffierings  of  gentlemcB»  min- 
and  others,  not  unto  death,  this 
[  come  now  to  end  this  chapter 
o  eriroinal  processes  for  lif^  and  for- 
■d  some  public  deaths  and  execo* 
ist  in  the  order  of  time  as  they  htsp^ 


orember  last,  the  council 
leritors  in  LinUthgow,  Stirling,  and 
ires,  who  had  been  at  Bothwell; 
der  them  to  be  processed  befcre  the 
,'  by  their  act  following.  *  His 
Ighness  his  majesty's  high  oommia- 
mid  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy 
f  baring  considered  the  list  imdov 
,  of  persons  alleged  guilty  of  baring 
A,  or  being  in  the  late  rebellion, 
nis  Hunter  heritor  in  Linlithgow, 
Hergin  heritor  there,  James  Burk* 
ritor  and  litster  there,  James  Car- 
I  younger  of  little  Blackburn,  P^ 
lanbail  of  Crochill,  Edward  Mar- 
mtor  in  Kaemnir,  (}eoige  Arthur 
er  of  Balwhatston,  Thomas  Houston 
dierig,  Robert  Gibson  portioner  of 
le,  James  Forrest  in  OreenbiU,  John 
fenar  of  Boghaugh,  John  Paterson 
tbridge,  David  Forrest  in  Kilmore, 
pen  parish,  Alexander  Buchanan 
Bucklyvie,  Donald  Connel  portioner 


Ure  of  Shaiv 


1682. 


of  Bocklyrie, 

garton,  Walter  Leckie  of  May,  John 
Key  in  Glennis,  Arthur  Dougal  in  Am- 
camu^  John  Doogal  his  son,  John  Macken- 
rie  tiiere,  Thomas  BDller  in  May  there, 
John  Gardner  wadsetter  in  Holhonse,  John 
Auld  heritor  in  Bahnitchel,  John  Taylor 
^der  heritor  in  Holhoose,  John  Taylor 
younger  heritor  there,  John  and  James 
Schaw,  aoaa  to  John  Schaw  heritor  in 
Easter  Grsenhill,  Geoifie  Moohria  fiar  of 
Stonridge,  Robert  Howie  seaman  there^ 
James  Boyd  tenant  to  Geoife  Arthur, 
heritor  and  portioner  of  Balwhataton, 
Zachary  Neil,  son  to  Thomas  Neil  in  DaU 
wheme,  George  Hattie  webeter  tiiere, 
PhtrM:  Russell  servitor  to  Maigaret  Mihio 
in  Dalwben,  John  Allan  webster  tiiere, 
William  Robertson  carrier,  Thomas  Mar- 
shall in  Waterdykehead,  P^takk  Sahnond, 
brother  to  Robert  Salmond  in  Balwhat- 
ston, Steil,  smith  at  East-Bridge 
James  Falconer  servitor  to  Middlsridge, 
Thomas  Ure  in  Glens,  James  Galbraith 
there,  William  Yoo^g,  eordincr  in  Gargun- 
nock,  Andrew  Miller  smith  thers^  James 
Maoaroher  there,  and  Thomas  Fevguson  of 
Finnarts,  do  hereby  give  order  and  warrant 
to  his  majesty'a  advocate,  to  pursue  a  pro- 
cess of  forfeiture  before  the  commissiouers 
of  justiciary,  against  the  said  persons,  for 
the  foresaid  criaM.  His  royal  highnem  hie 
majesty's  high  oommissfener,  and  lords  of 
his  majesty's  privy  council^  do  hereby  give 
warrant  to  general  Dahrfel,  to  oanse  appro- 
hend,  and  bring  in  prisoners  to  the  tolbooth 
of  Edinburgh,  such  persons  as  his  majesty's 
advocate  or  solidtoF  shall  give  op  to  him  ii| 
list,  as  necessary  witnesses  in  the  process 
pursued  before  the  justices,  against  sevend 
persons  in  Linlithgow,  Stirling,  and  Ayr 
shires,  for  being  in  the  rebellion,  prorided 
that  any  of  these  witnesses,  who  shall  find 
caution  for  their  oonqMsaranoe  before  the 
justices  at  the  diet,  be  free  of  imprisonment 
or  any  trouble  upon  that  account" 

Accordingly,  January  9th,  they  are  ta- 
bled before  the  justiciary,  but  the  advocate 
at  this  time  insists  only  against  a  few  of 
them.  The  witnesses  adduced  prove,  as 
before,  that  they  were  seen  in  arms  travel- 
ling fkx>m  one  place  to  another,  about  the. 
time  of  the  tq\m\\\o\i«  veA  kosgda  v2l  ^^vok 
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wmnted  anna.      The  auize  hnmpt  |  wirds  of  thirty  timM  in  qofft  tff  litBi,  nd 


1682.  ^emingoiltyjiutiiitheteriiisorilie 
depMitioDi  of  witnessefl,  fone  proren  to  be 
in  amt,  and  iome  not  Some,  after  proba- 
tioB  ]■  led,  make  a  ranonciation  of  their 
dtates  to  the  lords  of  the  treteory,  as  in 
the  processes  aboTe,  and  the  diet  if  deserted 
simpHciter  as  to  them.  The  sentence  of 
forfeitore  is  pronounced  in  common  form 
upon  Geoi^  Arthur  of  Bnnnahill,  portioner 
of  Balwhatston,  James  Ure  of  Shargarton, 
Donald  Connel,  portioner  in  Booklyrie. 
Those  are  Stiriingahire  heritors,  Thomas 
HusseU  of  Middleridge,  Edward  Marshall, 
heritor  of  Kaemnir,  John  Taylor  elder  in 
Hoiehouse,  John  Schaw,  son  to  John 
Schawof  Easter  Oreenhill,tieoi|[e  Modirie, 
fiar  of  Stonridge,  Thomas  Fei^gnson  of 
Finnarts,  in  the  shire  of  Ayr,  of  whom 
before. 

Scmie  well-attested  aooonnts  of  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  family  of  Shargarton,  are 
come  to  my  hand,  of  which  I  shall  here  give 
an  abbreviate.  This  gentleman,  James  Ure 
of  Shaiipurton,  baring  left  hearing  the  epis- 
copal ministers,  joined  himself  to  the  per- 
secuted presbyterian  ministers  in  Stirling^ 
shire  and  Monteith,  and  heard  them,  and 
had  his  children  baptized  with  them ;  upon 
this  he  H'as  many  times  searched  for,  and 
his  house  frequently  spoiled  by  parties  of 
soldiers  before  Bothwell.  Mr  Robert 
Yoiug,  curate  in  Kippen,  was  the  great  in- 
former against  him  and  others  in  that 
neighbourhood.  In  short,  after  great  losses, 
he  was  forced  to  leave  his  house  and  fami- 
ly, and  wander  the  best  way  he  could.  In 
this  case,  for  his  own  safety,  he  joined  the 
people  in  arms  at  Bothwell.  Such  as  came 
from  Kippen,  Gargunnock,  and  that  coun- 
try, joined  themselves  to  him  as  their  cap- 
tain, and  he  and  they  were  placed  at  the 
bridge  to  defend  it,  which  he  did  with  a 
great  deal  of  bravery,  till  his  ammunition 
failed,  and  the  army  fled,  and  several  of  bis 
men  were  killed,  and  he  got  off  himself 
with  very  great  hazard.  For  nine  years' 
time  he  and  liis  fimiily  underwent  inexpres- 
sible sufferiugM,  and  till  the  liberty,  1()87, 
for  that  space  he  was  not  tlirce  nights  in 
his  own  houKO.  When  he  was  forfeited  his 
reiitH  and  mavouhhfi  were  all  neixod,  and 


often  ^d  eontinae  there  and  aaMmg  Iri* 
tenants  for  serenl  weeks. 

AboiDt  this  time  there  ww  n  eemmn  at 
the  Gribloch,  where  nrnny  were  apJtaiAetd- 
ed,  among  otberv  the  old  lady  Bhnigarlibe 
hie  mother,  a  gentlewoman  aho^e  eefeoty 
years.  They  were  carried  aizteeri  nihi 
prisoners,  with  great  seferity,  to  Glmgmr 
tolbooth.  There  by  thecrowd,  and  wnatof 
accommodation,  this  aged  bdy  fell  wry  ID^ 
and  petitioned  the  ooaauuidiij^  offiecrt 
that  she  might  be  libersle  upon  sUflowet 
bond,  or,  if  that  might  not  be,  thct  lie 
might  be  taken  ont  of  tiie  ciowd  ti 
another  room,  or  a  house  in  town,  being  ii 
haxard  of  her  life :  bat  no  favour  oonld  Is 
allowed  her,  and  in  a  fsw  days  ahe  diei 
among  the  throng  of  other  prisotiers. 

Meanwhile,  the  tury  oontinaes  i^gsgnit 
this  worthy  gentleman,  and  an  huaditi 
pounds  steriing  were  offiunod  to  any  whs 
would  bring  him  in  dead  or  alive  ;  wfaers- 
upon  be  was  obliged  to  flee  to  Irelaai 
Notice  being  got  of  this,  Mr  Yoang  at 
Kippen  procored  one  Methiren^  who  knew 
bun  clothed  as  a  soldier,  to  be  sent  with  a 
party  of  soldiers  to  Cartsdike  and  C^reenork 
to  search  the  ships  going  for  Ireland.  Prsti- 
dentially  Shargarton  was  not  aboard  at  the 
time,  and  so  got  to  Ireland,  where  be  con- 
tinued about  half  a  year,  when  he  tomsA 
anxious  to  see  his  hidy  and  family,  snd 
ventured  home,  and  for  some  time  was  nii- 
disoovered ;  but  his  persecotore  got  notice 
at  length,  and  he  was  forced  to  the  fieMs. 
During  the  winter  1684,  for  several  weski 
he  was  obliged  to  lie  in  the  wood  of  Bahriaa 
all  night,  the  frost  was  so  great,  that  wh«« 
he  awoke,  his  clothes  would  hwi-e  be«i 
frozen  to  the  ground.  As  soon  as  dsy 
broke,  he  retired  to  a  tenant*a  kouM^ 
Duucan  Chrystall's,  at  the  Muiiwmd,  when 
he  had  a  hiding-pkce  in  a  bam  behiad 
some  com.  IIi«  hidy  was  apjirebenHed  is 
a  little  time  for  conversing  with  her 
husband,  and  was  taken  in  prisoner  to 
Stirling,  with  a  sucking  child  on  her  breast  ; 
there  she  was  some  weeks  prisoner,  and 
tlienc«  carried  into  Kdinbuigh,  and  pat  ia 
the  fanongate  tolbooth.  After  Khe  had 
been  there  some  time,  her  friends  got  her 
parties  of  sohlicns  cunio  to  liis  howw,  w\v-\o\\t  owW\\,\q  ^\wn«x  ^'W^\  called,  iindtr 
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tWiO  thaannd  sMrks.  In  a  Uttk  tin*  tha 
ddled,  and  went  to  the  ooaaoU-hoaM 
her  infiuit  on  her  hremt:  Bat  eone 
oC  the  more  moderate  being  iihaieii  of 
this  httherity,  ihe  was  dinJewd,  and  ge* 
hooM  i^n.  Her  hasband  continued 
lading  till  tfie  libertf »  and  under  hia  long 
feiMtof  laieKingaliemet  with  very  proTi- 
^axtial  deliTefmaoei. 

At  ^  rerohttioii  he  came  in  with  aome 
of  hie  tenanti,  and  joined  with  others,  who 
■w>>gnardtothe  oonrention  of  eetatei. 
AAenrard  he  was  captaiD-Ueiitenant  in 
Aigyle's  regiment^  when  he  was  Terj  nse- 
fid  i^ainat  the  Highlanders:  for  which 
rmofrnt  Cannon  and  Bnohan  sent  down  a 
party  vpon  his  knds;  they  attadced  the 
hMSe  of  Shaigarton  likewise ;  hut  his  kdy, 
with  the  servants,  and  some  tenants  she  got 
ia^  vary  eoorageonsly  kept  out  the  hoose 
afsiast  then.  Thia  good  man  had  his 
IMeitoio  takcBi  off  at  the  levolotioa,  and 
ontlifad  the  nnnatarsl  rebellion  1715,  and 
ohasrved  the  righteoosnesa  of  proTidenee, 
i^oMkingsoDe  of  hispwecutors  taste  of 
tho.evp  he-had  drunk  so  deep  of;  and  after 
ail  Iris  aoso  sufferings  died  in  peaoe  at  his 


.Febnuay  SOth,  William  Hmrey  weaver 
m.Laaarky  ia  before  the  justiciary.  He  is 
iadiotisd  for  being  at  the  late  rebellion,  and 
bahig  present  at  pubUsbiii^  the  treasonable 
daaiarstient  Lanark,  May  89th,  1079.  The 
witnesses  preve  him  present  at  the  poUishp 
iof  of  the  declaration  plainly,  and  the  aisiie 
bring  him  in  guilty  of  being  at  the  late 
rshalliois  and  publivhing  the  late  treason* 
•hUideGUBation  at  Lanark.  Whether  this 
relates  to  the  declaration  January  12th  last 
jearyOr,  as  he  says  in  his  speech  to  the 
people,  fi>r  proclaJming  Mr  Welsh's  declara> 
tign^  and  he  ia  now  executed  upon  his  being 
at  Bolhwall,  i  cannot  say ;  but  the  justiciary 
delay  pronouncing  sentence  till  the  council 
ordain  them  to  pronounce  sentence  of 
death  on  him,  and  appoint  a  party  of  goards 
to  .carry  him  west,  and  be  present  at  his 
execution,  March  3d.  Accordingly,  by  his 
original  testimony  and  other  papers  writ  at 
that  time,  I  find  he  was  hanged  at  Lanark, 
Mansb  ad  this  year.    The  collectors  of  the 

*  Sw  Dr  M*Crie'a  Lives  of  Veitch,  Brysoo, 
Ice.  for  m  fiillei*  actount  of  Un  of  Sliar£artoii. 

JJL 


dead  of  Witn 


have  no  aoomnt 


lese. 


oflfaismaa^it  maybebecsiiaeheowns 
the  king's  antfaofity.  Histestimauybvety 
shor^  and  begot  liberty  to  deliver  it,  thon^ 
two  dnuna  were  ready  on  each  hand  to  ruffle 
as  mi^  White  should  order  theuL  ^  He  de- 
dares  himself  a  prcsbyterian,  and  that  in 
hisjodgmeat  people  should  obey  the  king 
ia  his  lawful  authority.  He  says,  the  law 
has  condemned  him  to  die  in  that  place  far 
proclaimiflg  a  ]Mqper  over  the  crom^  udnch 
they  called  Mr  Welsh's  dechunataon,  because 
there  was  sesaetiuDg  in  it  against  prelaoy; 
that  he  did  this  in  theintagri^  of  his  heai^ 
and  when  ho  had  done,  said  in  sinoerity, 
God  save  the  king;  and  that  thia  was  dU 
he  was  ooodemned  lor.  He  dedarss*  ho 
believed  what  was  in  the  scriptures,  aud 
adhered  to  the  Goafession  of  F^iith,  Natienl 
and  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  our  cat- 
echisBSMLnd  all  the  fidtMul  teatimoniea  since 
the  year  1600*  Hededarssheisfor  kingly 
government^  aooordmg  to  God*a  word.*' 
After  he  had  prayed  fervently  upon  tho 
soafibld,  he  went  up  the  ladder,  and  spoke 
to  the  peopio  a  little,  pressed  them  to 
make  their  peace  with  Ood  sure,  and  aerve 
God  and  obey  the  king  eo-  fares  the  word 
aUoweth,  and  no  further.  He  prayed  again 
on  the  ladder,  and  committed  himself  to 
the  Lord's  mercy,  decUred  his  willingness 
to  die,  and  his  fofgiving  all  who  had ashare 
in  his  death,  and  died  with  a  great  deal  of 
composure.  In  short,  he  seems  to  have  been 
made  a  sacrifice  to  the  managers*  resentment 
for  the  last  dechuration  at  Lanark,  though 
I  cannot  find  be  was  concerned  in  that^ 
but  only  in  prochuming  the  west  country 
dechuution  before  Bothwell  engagement 

Another  prooesr  against  a  poor  ignorant 
simple  vroman,  I  find  before  the  same  court 
March  27th,  Christian  Fyfe,  late  indweller 
in  Fife,  is  indicted  for  invading  a  minis- 
ter, and  treason.  The  probation  adduced 
against  her  is  her  own  confession,  before 
the  committee  for  public  affairs.  *  Edinbur^Ii, 
Sist  March,  Christian  Fyfe  confcsseth,  Uiat 
on  sabbath  last,  she  did  beat  Mr  Kamsay  in 
the  old  kirk,  at  the  ending  of  the  sermon, 
and  the  reason  was,  she  thought  he  was 
profaning  the  sabbath.  She  declares  she 
thinks  the  king  is  not  lawful  kin^  not  th^ 
judges  \aw€u\  ^uA^^  o^wvrwt  ^iawj  ^«»^». 
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nerer  have  msrderad  Mr  Do— W 
^^^  C^rgiUaod  Rathilkt  811100  Mr  Cw 
gill'i  death  the  thinkfthwtwM  not  an  Imh 
ntrt  nwiirter  In  SooUand.  That  the  thinka 
it  Tery  good  terriee  to  kill  all  the  h«hope 
prewntandallof  then  that  are  in  Hootland ; 
declarei  the  reaion  why  ehe  went  to  the 
church  was  to  beat  and  not  to  hear  the 
minister.  MThen  before  the  jnatieiary, 
flhe  judicially  adherea  to  all  tho  had  for- 
merly conftmed,  and  dedinee  them  at  her 
judges;  and  adds,  she  went  not  to  the 
kirk  to  beat  a  lawful  minister,  but  one 
whom  she  thought  a  Judas  and  a  deviL 
That  these  who  killed  the  ariAbishop  ware 
at  their  duty.  M^diottt  any  difficulty  the 
assise  bring  her  in  guilty,  and  the  lords 
sentence  her  to  be  hanged  at  the  Gnss- 
market  upon  the  7th  of  ApriL 

When  ever  any  of  the  forfeited  persons 
were  catched  in  their  wanderings,  the  old 
sentence  in  absence  took  effect  on  them, 
and  the  lords  of  the  justiciary  named  a  day 
for  their  execution.  Thus  April  7th  I  find 
four  gentlemen  before  the  justiciary,  and  a 
day  named  for  their  execution;  and  it 
seems,  in  these  cases,  a  warrant  was 
necessary  from  the  council,  who  at  this 
time  assumed  the  powers  of  parliament, 
justiciary,  and  every  thing  which  made  for 
the  carrying  on  of  the  i^ersecution.  Their 
sentence  runs.  ^  By  virtue  of  a  warrant 
from  the  lords  of  council,  the  lords  com- 
missioners of  justiciary,  having  considered 
the  dooms  of  forfeiture  already  passed  on 
Robert  Fleming  of  Auchinfin,  Hugh  Mao- 
klcM-raith  of  Auchinfloor,  major  Joseph 
Learmond,  and  Robert  M'Clellan  of  Bai> 
scob,  for  crimes  of  treason  and  rebellion ; 
and  having  examined  them  they  acknow- 
ledged they  were  the  same  persons  forfeited 
in  absence,  and  against  whom  the  sentence 
is  pronounced,  by  which  they  are  ordered 
to  be  executed  to  death,  and  demeaned  as 
traitors  when  apprehended :  ordain  Robert 
Fleming,  and  Ungh  Macklewraith  to  be 
hanged  at  the  Grass-market,  Wednesday 
next  the  1 2th  instant,  and  major  Learmond 
and  Barscob  to  be  hanged  on  the  28th 
instant,  and  the  heads  of  miyor  Learmond 
and  Robert  Fleming  to  be  aflSxed  upon  the 
Nether-bow  Port,  and  that  the  m?ig\stra.tes 
of  Edinburgh  see  to  the  execution,** 


None  of  these  four  wore  exaoutod,  as  far 
aa  1  hear.  Jntsrsst  waa  auuU  for  them, 
and  sooM  of  then  got  remiwions,  and 
Barsoob  made  oompUanoes^and-waaof  spaa 
usetotheinaiiafsnafUrwarda»  April  20th 
I  find  a  petitioo  pcwented  t»  the  couaal^ 
by  Robort  MKHeUan  of  Barscob^  Robsit 
Fleming  some  time  of  Auchinfin,  Umb 
Maddewraith  soaetiflM  of  Anchiafioociand 
miyor  Lcannond,  prisonen  in  the  feolbooth 
of  £diabiii]gh,  and  under  santenoa  Cur  tna* 
son  and  rebellion,  for  a  rei^To.  A«d  lbs 
counoil  reprieve  and  oontinae  the  obmb- 
tkm  of  the  aeotenca  till  May  lOtlk  MayiSlb 
miyor  Leannond  ia  aent  to  the  Bmm»  and 
reprieved  till  forther  ordersL  Baraoob  and 
Anchinfioor  appear  at  tho  ooimcil-bar.  The 
duke  of  York  dechurea  his  m^ioaty  hath 
pardoned  them.  By  an  attested  aooonot 
under  his  Mm'a  hand,  I  find  that  major 
Joseph  Leannond  was  under  a  rwitiniistf 
tract  of  hardships  sinee  his  fiuiestim  lAsr 
Pendand,  and  waa  sometusiea  oblig<od  to  go 
to  IreUnd,  and  other  tinMS  waa  uadorhidi^; 
at  his  own  house,  which  waa  fiioqasBllj 
rifled  and  spoiled.  This  year  ho  waa  takm 
prisoner.  By  interest  made  for  him,  attUi 
time  near  eighty  years  of  age,  his  aenteace 
of  death  was  turned  to  a  perpetual  im- 
prisonment in  the  Bass,  though,  if  he  woaU 
have  taken  the  test^  he  might  have  pre- 
vented this.  There  he  was  close  prisoesr 
five  years,  till  fidling  indisposed,  upon  tbe 
declaration  of  physicians  that  ho  was  ia  a 
dying  condition,  he  was  let  out  on  ImoL 
Next  year  the  happy  revolution  came  about, 
and  ho  returned  to  his  own  house  of  Stm* 
hohn,  where  in  a  little  time  he  died  in 
peace,  in  the  eighty  eighth  year  of  his  sge. 

In  May,  one  Robert  Gray  waa  brought 
before  the  justiciary.  1  can  give  but  a  very 
short  account  of  him.  He  was  an  Ei^lish- 
man  who  lived  in  Northumberland^  and 
had  been  taken,  I  know  not  upov  what 
pretext,  about  ten  months  before,  and  hr 
all  this  time  in  prison  in  hard  enough  ei^ 
cumstances.  Aifter  he  had  been  examined 
before  a  committee  of  council,  1  find  him 
before  the  justiciary  May  17th.  The  mst- 
ter  of  his  indictment  was  precisely  a  letter 
he  had  writ,  to  John  Anderson  prisoner  in 
Dumfries,  wherein  he  disowns  the  kill's 
M\\^oTvV},  %xl\  \mjIw«  ^doit^  V^rticiary  he 
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owned  the  letter,  and  the  cxpraidoM  in  it 
to  he  hit  opiman;  upon  which  he  was  een- 
tenoed  t»  he  h«ii^  at  the  Orewniiiliil 
npon  the  I9th  of  Blay.  Hk  teetimonjr  m 
in  print  abrcad]r»  end  thenin  he  dedam^ 
Men  had  niiivstly  taken  awaj  hie  Ufe, 
ineiBl^  for  adhering  to  liif  principle^ 
thMgh  Ihey  had  no  matten  of  Curt  to 
ciaife  him  with.  M^lien  he  waa  earned 
fmn  the  prison  to  the  place  of  execution, 
of  the  nufiftntea  of  Bdinbugh,  as 
Ofdinarjr,  were  ordered  to  lee  hiniezo- 
dvlcd.  He  told  them  lie  was  Terj  appm« 
^eniive,  that  the  auieh  innocent  hlood 
nibedin  that  city,  would  draw  down  heavy 
jndgmente  on  it  Ammgat  his  hut  worda, 
hb  expfemed  his  firm  hope  that  the  Lofd 
^mrnlA  yet  send  Tery  glorious  times  to  Soot- 


■'  Mr  Gray's  original  indictment  is  in  my 
hand,  and  being  but  short  1  shall  insert  it 
•here,  as  another  instance  of  the  se?erity  of 
thin  tiase.  ^  Robert  Gray  prisoner  in  the 
ielhoothef  the  Osnoogate,  yon  are  indicted 
and  accused,  that  albeit  by  the  laws  of  this 
nndallodier  well  goremednations,  the  crime 
is  punishable  by  death,  and  confis- 
of  all  estate,  heritable  and  nunreable, 
and  particulariy  by  the  18th  act,  parL  8th, 
Janm  VL  the  declinini^  of  the  king's  au- 
thority and  royal  power  in  any  case  what- 
aoowver,  either  qiiritual  or  tempoial,  is 
twsson,  but  mnoh  more  the  calling  him  a 
^rant,  and  declaring  that  his  sulgeots 
Might  not  to  obey  hia^  and  that  he  ought 
not  to  be  owned  as  king,  is  the  highest 
^groa  of  tresaon  and  lese-majesty.  And 
by  fld  act,  2d  sess.  Ist  parL  Char.  IL  who- 
•ver  shall  contrire  any  bodily  harm  against 
the  king,  or  endeaTOur  to  put  any  restraint 
npon  his  person,  or  to  deprive,  depose,  or 
onspend  him  from  the  style,  humour  or 
kingly  name  of  the  imperial  crown  of  thk 
fnalai^  and  shall  by  writii^,  printing,  or 
^ttf  adriaed  speaking,  declare  such  their 
trseaoiiihlw  intentions,  they  shall  be  ad- 
jndged  as  traitors.  And  by  43d  act,  pari. 
fld»  Jam.  !.,  and  the  83d  act,  parL  6th,  Jam. 
V.  the  crime  of  leasing-makii^  against  the 
fcing^  and  his  people,  and  his  pariiament,  is 
punishable  by  death.  And  by  the  10th 
•ct^  lOth  parL  Jam.  VL  to  dedaim,  or 
fpesk,  or  write  any  puipose  of  reproach  or 


dander  of  hk  nu^^esty's  person,  .^^ 
state,  or  fovenuMnt^  or  to  deprave 
hk  lawa  and  acta  of  pariiament^  k  pun- 
khahlo  by  death.  Yet  true  it  is,  that 
yon  the  said  Robert  Oray»  havii^  shaken 
off  all  lear  of  God  and  respect  to  hk  nuyes- 
ty's  kwa,  did  AMMt  treasonably  write  a  let- 
ter upon  the  16th  of  April  last,  to  John 
Anderson  prisoner  also  for  treason  in  the 
tolbooth  of  Dumlnes^  wherein  yon  did 
declare  our  present  sovereign,  the  best  and 
aaott  merdAil  of  kis^  to  be  a  tyrant,  and 
that  therelSore  he  ought  not  to  be  owned  as 
king.  likewise  you  did  by  that  letter 
ineitehknwjestjr'a  subjects  not  to  obey  him, 
and  did  deprave  the  late  act  of  parUament 
omde  lor  takii^  the  teat,  callkig  it  the 
black  test,  and  destructive  of  all  the  work 
of  refonnation.  And  you  being  called 
before  the  lord  chancellor,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  ooundl,  upon  the  13th  of  May 
instant,  you  did  of  new  again  not  only  ad- 
here to  the  said  letter,  and  all  that  was  in 
it,  but  did  of  new  commit  the  foresaid 
crimes,  by  dedariiy  that  you  owned  all 
these  prinioiples,  and  that  it  was  a  duty 
npon  you  to  write  so  to  your  brother  who 
was  in  prison.  Of  the  which  treasonable 
Crimea  you  the  said  Robert  Gray  are  guilty, 
and  actor,  which  being  found  by  an  assize, 
you  ought  to  be  punished  with  the  forfeit- 
ure of  life^  lands  and  goods,  to  the  terror  of 
others  to  commit  the  like  hereafter." 

Follows  a  double  of  the  letter  mentioned 
in  your  dittay. 
"Dear  friend^ 

''I  received  yours,  and  am  very  much 
refreshed  to  hear  of  any  one,  at  thk  day, 
that  k  holding  by  the  truth,  and  k  helped 
to  witness  against  the  wrongs  done  to  our 
Lord  and  Master,  whidi  k  the  main  thing 
we  are  cdled  to  be  at  in  thk  time,  by 
which  God  k  glorified,  and  it  shall  bring 
peace  to  ua  in  the  end.  As  for  answer  to 
that  of  owning  thk  tyrsnt  in  ecdesiastical 
matters,  I  hope  it  k  beyond  all  doubt  and 
debate,  with  all  sealous  exercised  Christians 
in  Scotland,  that  he  should  not  be  owned 
at  all  in  it,  whatever  the  time-servers,  who 
will  sail  with  any  wind  that  blow»,  do, 
who,  like  Esau,  sold  hk  birth-right  for  a 
mess  of  pottage,  we  are  not  concerned. 
And  as  Cor  owian^  V\m  'm  m^  ^vq^>  Vk^ 
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1682  meititT«iydear,iMMraiMallel«m 
'  tUtedylMikottldiMiWovnMdtkia 
wordylbr  Iub  brcach  of  the  dvil  law,  in  puk 
doDiny  and  aaitiiig  free  murdcww  and  hwggw 
«rs,  and  mofdoruig-poor  imoeeDfti^  aadnak- 
iag' hit  will  a  kWy  Md  placiiig  none  ia  pnabfic 
tnut  Imt  eneh  ae  have  taken  the  blaek 
teat»  utterly  diaownii^  the  whole  work  «f 
vefionnatKNi*  with  which  way  I  eannot 
meddle  directly  nor  indirectly,  withont 
eaying^  a  oonledemqr«  with  theok  I  can- 
not tell  how  ninch  nMwn  mi|^ht  be  laid  on 
thie  heady  if  time  woold  permit;  bat  thie,  I 
think,  with  what  our  late  worthiee  did  in 
CMtii^  thii  tyimnt  ofl^  and  <Nit  oT  the 
chureh,  might  five  fiiU  mtiefaction  not  to 
own  them  in  any  thing;  eeeiiig  they  havn 
acted  £ot  the  devil  mora  than  ever,  and 
their  work  hae  pro^ered  in  their  hand 
more  than  fennerty.  Indeed,  if  we  cofttsnlt 
men  at  this  time^  in  the  mnttere  of  godli- 
ncM^  no  wonder  we  be  in  the  dark;  but^ 
OI  beware  of  that,  and  flee  to  the  holy 
word  of  God ;  bewaM  of  looking  owt  at  any 
hack  door,  or  haMng  betwixt  two  opinione, 
for  of  a  trath  there  ie  a  halting  that  will  \ 
not  be  approvenef  byGod;  and  i  thinktiioee 
will  not  be  approven  of  God,  in  meddlhig 
with  thii  malignant  party,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly; it  ieathooaand  to  one  if  they  eee  it 
<«P.  a  fiarseoh  and  major  Learmond 
got  their  aentenoe  on  Friday  laet,  to  die  on 
the  28th,  and  Hugh  Bfacklewnith  and 
Robert  fleaung  had  their  eentenee»that 
day  too,  and  should  have  died  thie  hurt 
Wedneeday,  bat  they  got  a  remimion  to  the 
28th,  and  it  ie  reported  that  Barsoob  and 
the  reet  have  ofiered  to  take  the  teet,  and 
they  have  eent  op  to  the  tyrant  upon  that 
accoaat,  to  mve  their  life.  Ae  for  John 
M^Loig  and  Robert  N.  there  is  no  word 
yet  what  is  to  be  done  with  theuL  I  shall 
give  you  account  afterward.  My  aoul  is 
grieved  to  eee  the  treachery  in  the  matters 
of  God,  that  is  ueed  among  the  prisoners, 
and  their  seeking  sinfiil  ehifte  to  be  free  of 
the  cross  of  Christ.  O !  dear  friend,  seek 
to  be  kept  steadfast  in  the  day  of  trial 
How  I  can  say  no  more,  bat  leave  you  in 
liiv  Iiaod  who  has  broaght  you  to  the  trial, 
and  can  carry  you  clearly  through  it  I  nut, 
**  Your  iciiow-priaoDcr  and  friend. 


«*  EdiBbw^ffa,  May  18th,  I  Robert  Griy 
aoknowledge  I  dkl  write  ikm  lotter,  but  am 
Mt  ac^namted  with  the  mini  te  whoat  it  is 
directed,  only  I  wrote  tUi,  hnnngiMnved 
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FoUowa  yonr  efimninaHen  fcefcre  dv 
ttee,  Edinbvgh,  Blar  ISA,  l«Wl 
Robert  Gray  heov  «alM  hafime  tho  l«d 
ohanoeUor  and  ooaatitteo  mi  Ooancit  ap* 
pmntedte  pnUw  aflain,  and  hitnmgeii, 
if  ho  knew  Mm  AmUamm  frioonar  m 
DamfrieB»  be  deefaved  hO  did  not  know 
him,  but  had  writ  a  letfor  to  Urn,  and  thit 
letter  being  prodneed,  be  owned  liho  aattM; 
as  be  hath  tertified  by  kit  aiAaciriptkm  dt 
the  end  of  it  Beiif  asked,  if  he  thoi^ 
of  the  king  and  government;  aa  is  e'xpi  toee4 
in  that  letter,  be  mid  he  did,  and  he  o#iud 
that  aa  hie  jndgment;  and  being  ndced,  tf 
hethongfatthe  king  a  tyrant,  he  aaid,  h^ 
had  written  Bo^  and  owned  he  had  writ  tldi 
letterto  John  ABdenQn,ashi8dntf  to  Ui 
brother. 

^Gbo.  OoRDOSf,  CamxU* 


This  is  all  the  managers  had  to  lay  to 
the  charge  of  tSiis  knowing  and  aensiUe 
person,  a  strenger,  and  not  a  Soota  snhject; 
who  had  done  nodnag  worthy  of  iadprisen- 
ment;  and,  when  in  prison,  had  only  writ 
thie  letter,  in  answer  to  one  he  had  fron 
a  fellow-aafierer;  and  upon  this  aoore  pre* 
deely,  they  in£ct  him  on  the  17th,  and 
execute  him  en  the  19th. 

In  Ai^gost  this  year,  I  find  Tboami 
Lanehlan  before  the  jnstioiary.  I  have 
nothing  farther  about  him  than  what  is  in 
the  registers.  It  ecems  he  had  fixnmedf 
been  forieited  in  absence,  and  waa  now 
taken,  and  the  old  sentence  took  efieet 
August  ^  he  is  bronght  beCnre  the  krdi 
commiasioners  of  justiciary,  who  nre  now 
the  earl  of  Perth  justioe^feaenl,  Fowfiib 
lord  CoUington,  Balfour,  lard  Fount,  Hogg^ 
lord  Ilarcarst;  and  this  day  Beton  lord  Fit- 
medden  is  admitted  one  of  the  lords  of  jna* 
ticiary.  The  prisoner's  sentence  is,  ''the 
lord  justice-general,  and  lords  ooramission- 
ers  of  justiciary,  having  considered  the  ver- 
dict of  the  assise  returned  against  Thomas 
\\An«jta^an  m\ABGHAfL^'^<vii  ^ycvuner  in  the 
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tolbooUi  of  Edinbinyb,  upai  tk«  81sl  of 
Mardi  1681,  whanhj  h9  wm  fouad  fuiltjr 
of  btiflf  at  tho  rebeUm  1^79,  tofethir 
wiUi.Um  doom  iben  pdnowHiiMMd  a^puntt 
him,  to  be  executed  to  death,  and  demeaned 
as  a  tmilor  whea  apprehended,  at  such  time 
and  phu:e  as  thej  should  appoint;  and  he 
bfiini^  cnUed  before  them,  and  owning  him- 
felf  to  be  the  penon  designed  in  the  verdiot 
and  dooni,  thejr  <M:dain  him  to  be  hanged  on 
Wednesday  next,  the  16th  instant  at  the 
inariketHsrau  of  Kdinbwiyh,  I  have  no 
;more  about  him;  nn^Kiiy  ^aa  laid  to  his 
ctof  e  but  his  being  in  the  rising  at  Botb- 
W€ll,.lbf  which  great  numbers  had  been  al- 
readj  executed;  and,  after  three  yean^  it 
aeemi,  they  inclined  to  give  a  new  proof  of 
their  yirulenoe  thia  way. 
,  .  Ko  more  executions  offer  till  December» 
vhe^  we  shall  hare  them  in  plenty.  Se^ 
fember  29;  I  find  the  oouncil  order  the  ad- 
vocate to  procew  Mr  Kobert  Kennedy  pria- 
ooor,  criminal^,  for  bouig  at  the  rebeUioa 
i<>79y  and  fieldHBOOTentideii  ainoe  the  ish 
demnity.  If  any  thing  was  done  further 
about  him,  I  have  not  observed  it  in  the  re- 
gisters of  council  or  justiciary.  I  noticei, 
that  now  the  joumala  and  proceedings  of 
the  OQipmittee  for  public  affidrs,  aro  read  in 
oouncil,  and  approvea,  but  not  insert  in  the 
r^gisten.  The  most  part  of  matters  relar 
tive  to  the  persecution,  came  first  before 
thia  committee,  and  siaoe  I  want  minutes; 
I  most  necessarily  omit  many  remarkable 
parts  of  the  present  sufferii^ 

November  14th,  the  council  appoint  the 
ad? ocate  to  prosecute  criminally,  about  thix^ 
tpen  person^  mostly  Galloway  gentlemeiL 
AoGordiiyly  in  the  justiciary  records  De- 
cember 1 1th  I  find  process  kii^s  advocate 
contra  Galloway  rebels.  Criminal  letters 
had  been  raised  against  them  for  being  at 
Bothwell,  where  I  know  several^  and  pro- 
bably most  of  them  were  not  That  day 
t^  advocate  produces  a  commission  to  pur* 
aoe  the  following  persons  before  the  joHtice 
ooart;  Ilay  of  Orroland,  Alexander 

Hunter  of  Colwhassen,  Andrew  Martin  of 
LLttle-EUies,  James  Welsh  of  Little  Clow*^ 
don,  M'Culloth  of  Barholm, 

Gordon  second  son  to  the  deceased  Laird  of 
Uolm,  Mr  Samuel  Amot  late  minister  at 
Tonghmd,  Mr  Thomas  Warner  kte  minia- 
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ter  M  BafanadeUan,  Halidayof 

MayfisU,  Wilham  Thomson  yoon- 
ger  of  Moncfaig;  >  Kennedy  younger  of 
KaoekaaUonie^  Macwaught  yoaager  «f 
Overtoob  Thomas  Cricfaton,  of  Hole  of 
Bdlwhasaie^  Brown  smith  and  heri- 

tor of  Newton.  Several  others  had  been 
ordered  to  be  preaecBted  by  the  eouncil, 
but  interest  had  been  made  for  them,  and 
these  only  I  find  in  this  day*a  procem. 
Those  persons  being  cited  to  this  day,  did 
not  oempear  to  answer  £or  the  emaes  of 
rising  in,  and  being  at  fiothweU-bridge, 
hadiouring;  eonvenuog,  aiding  and  assisting 
rebels;  the  oemmissiaaerB  of  justiciary  ad- 
judge the  haili  penoas  oaBsed,  to  be  our 
sovereign  lord'a  rebels  to  be  put  to  the 
horn,  and  their  moveaUa  goods  and  gear  to 
be  brought  in  to  the  king'e  nee,  they  being 
outUwsy  and  fugitives  fimn  the  law.  Ix 
seems  this  aentenee  was  found  too  soft; 
and  therefoi)^  December-  iMi  1  find  many 
of  the  same  penooa  and  others  era  procee- 
eed  upon  treason^  that  their  heritable  eetstea 
might  &U  into  the  amnagers*  haadL  For 
fiNan'a  mkt  the  depositions  of  soma  witnessea 
are  taken;  andsoamof  them  were  seen  in 
aims  in  different  plaoea  of  the.  oouaitry  be- 
fore the  risiqg  at  BothwelL  The  witneesea 
depone  they  saw  othen  of  them  at  Hamil- 
toiMnuir;  yet  it  is  bat  hw  that  were  seen 
there.  The  assise  bring  them  in  guilty, 
and  the  lords  of  justiciary;  oonddeting  the 
verdict  of  the  assise  returned  againat  the 
deceased  SaauaeL  Gffieawaaf  Dalgonae,  Wi^ 
liam  GricrBOD  of  Kohshwhar,  Jamea  Welsh 
of  Little  Clowdon,  Mia  Brown  kenter  in 
Newton,  Uouy  M<CaUedi  of  Bomhofan, 

UaUdsy  of  Mi^fieU*  Mr  Thomas 
Warner  sometime  minister  at  BdmsoMkn, 
George  Gordon  eeoond  eon  to  tke  laird  of 
Hohn,  Alexander  M'Naugfat  yoanger  of 
Overton,  Anthony  M'Kie  of  Gleneard,  Mr 
tjamnel  Amot  late  minister  at  Teaglsnd, 
James  Crichtoa  af  Hela  of  Bfedwhassie, 

Hay  of  Orrohuad,  Alexander  Hon' 
ter  of  Colwhassen,  Aadivw  Martinof  Little 
EUies,  Alexander  M'Kie  of  Drnmbny,  and 

PoUartoa  of  Sensdek,  vrhereby  they 

were  found  gidlty  of  treason  and  rebellion. 

The  said  loids  therefore  adjudgo:  Ate  said 

Alexander  M*Kieof  Dnimbny,  anifAnthoiif 

,  M'  Kie  of  OVenms^  i|fnaoiua%)\A\i(^«vto^^Kf^ 
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at  tiM  crots  t)f  £diiibiii]g;b,  the  fint 
Wednetdayof  July  ntft ;  and  the  rtat; 
except  Gnenon  of  Delgoiuur  deeeaeed,  to  be 
executed  to  death,  deoMaiied  aa  timilorap  and 
under  the  paina  of  treaion,  when  appre- 
hended, at  the  plaoee  and  tbaee  the  kirde 
ahali  appoint  And  appoint  their  namei, 
fiume,  and  memory  to  he  extinct"-  How- 
erer,  sovereign  proTidenoe  appointed  other- 
wiee,  and  I  think  none  of  them  were  ex- 
ecuted. 

Upon  the  aame  llth  of  December  I 
find  another  pn>ce«»  which  took  mere 
effiBot»  before  the  criminal  court,  agaiwt 
James  Kobertaon  ordinary  residenter  in  the 
pariah  of  Stondiouse»  William  Cochmn  in 
CSamdnff,  and  John  Finlay  in  the  parish  of 
Kiimamock.  I  sliall  giTO  some  aoeoont  of 
these  three  snfierers  unto  death,  from  the 
justiciary  registers,  and  eeaae  other  papers 
before  me. 

James    liobertson   was  a  merchant   in 
Stonehoose  in  the  shire  of  Lanark.     This 
serioiu  and  religious  person  used  to  traTel 
up  and  down  the  country  with  a  pack ; 
and  in  October  this  year,   when  in  the 
town  of  Kilraaniock  about  his  business, 
he  went  in  to  see  a  prisoner  there  of  his 
acquaintance,  and  when  with  him,  without 
the  least   ofience  or  provocation,  he  was 
seized  and   carried  to  the    guard-house; 
his  pack  and  hb  goods  were  taken  from 
him,  and  never  restored,  and  himself  kept 
close  prisoner  in  the  guard-house  ten  or 
twelve  days.  During  this  time  he  was  brought 
before  mi^or  White, who  would  have  him  give 
his  oath  super  inquirendis,  which  the  prison- 
er absolutely  refased  to  do,  whereupon  he 
was  very  barbarously  used.    My  accounts 
bear  that  the  major  himself  pulled  him  by 
the  nose,  and  wrung  it  about,  till  it  gushed 
out  in  blood.    After  this  treatment  he  was 
sent  back  to  prison,  and  when  there,  whilst 
he    and    his  fellow-prisoners    offered     to 
worship  God  together,  the  captain  of  the 
guard  getting  notice,  came  in  with  great 
rage,  and  pulling  the  Bible  out  of  James 
Robertson's  hand,  swore  bloodily  he  would 
burn  it  if  he  offered  to  go  about  this  work 

again.     In  a  few  weeks  he  was  carried  j  and  my  answers  matter  of  life  or  death,  it 

into  Edinburgh  under  a  guard.     At  Lin-  :  were  reasonable  to  give  me  time  to  thiok 

lithgow  he  was  pressed  U>  drink  l\\e  k\ii^«  '^\v^ow  wlia.t  I  say ;  but  idnce  I  am  put  to  it, 

beaitb,   which  he    refusing    the    ftoVdicw\V«L\iVKtT^T»\i^v4«^>Art^x\aw\l  doers  and 


treated  him  Tery  rdMy,  and  tied  his  head 
and  leet  together  with  corda,  ant  lea  hun 
in  that  peatnre  upon  the  ooM  «nrtli  sJliaight 
To^nuMTTow,  when  on  henebnek^  tiwy  lied 
hia  leet  together  Teiy  hard  voder  the 
horse's  belly,  and  in  that  postaro  eanM 
him  into  £dinbui|;h.  There  he  was  ae««ral 
times  examined  by  the  ooamittoefor  piAlk 
aflBurs,  and  his  interrogatoriea  being  very 
ensnaring,  and  his  answers  pretty  ciantieui 
and  pointed  for  one  of  hia  edvcMion,  I 
have  inaert  hia  ezanunatioB  aa  it  was 
brought  as  the  only  eridenoe  ^tj  hsd 
against  him.  Jamea  Robertaon  being'  inln^ 
rogate,  whether  or  not  it  was  lawfiri  fur 
these  at  Pentland  and  BothweD,  to  rise  in 
arms  against  tiie  king :  he  answered,  tint 
it  was  lawAil  as  they  rose  in  their  owtt  de- 
fence and  that  of  the  gospel,  aind  tiiia,  stp 
he,  ia  acknowleged  by  the  CoBFeaaibii  of 
Faith,  whereupon  the  test  itself  is  fbimded, 
which  owns  it  lawAil  to  resist  tyrarnir. 
And  being  asked  if  the  kin^  be  a  tfna^ 
he  anawers^  he  desires  that  the  obfigatiett 
in  his  coronation  oath,  and  hia  preseet 
practice  may  be  considered,  and  hia  usar^ 
tion  upon  the  privileges  of  the  church  of 
(lod,  and  tlie  prerogatives  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  his  being  made  absolutely  supreme  in 
ecclesiastical  matters,  from  which  ict  it  be 
considered  by  persona  at  home,  and  nations 
abroad.  As  to  the  archbishop's  death  be 
answers,  he  is  not  a  Judge  to  cognosce 
upon  it,  and  refuses  to  answer  otherwiw : 
and  being  desired  to  say  God  save  the  kinif, 
he  answers  he  is  not  in  composure  for  such 
an  action,  adding  prayer  ought  to  be  gone 
about  in  deliberation.  When  what  is  above 
is  read,  he  confesseth  it  is  as  he  said,  but 
refuses  to  subscribe,  and  the  lords  sign  tlie 
confession. 

His  answers  are  set  down  in  the  Cloud  of 
Witnesses,  as  he  remembered  them,  and 
contain  some  things,  which,  it  seems,  the 
clerk  of  the  committee  did  not  think 
worthy  the  setting  down.  When  the  pre- 
sident of  the  committee  asked  him.  Is  the 
king  your  lawful  prince,  yea,  or  not  ?  be 
answered,  "  since  you  make  your  questions 
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a  prmiM  to  Ihem  that  (io  well,  he  ia,  or  he  k 
not'*     UowM  interrofate,  if  ke  was  al 
BothwalU>ridg«;  and  anawered, '  Yoa  oount 
thataaactofrebeUion  wkiob  ia  crianiial, 
bear  wilneaa  of  it»  and  eo  make  it  evident 
BgaioatQMi'    Then  he  waa  ordered  to  pnifo 
iMMiolf  upon   oath    from    that^   and  he 
ahoiild  be  liberate.    He  anawered,  « I  will 
aay.  no  more  upon  that  point     When  I 
toUi.  lonie  of  you  the  truth  upon  that  head,  I 
waa  not  believed.'  One  of  them  said,  'Now  I 
will  try  you  if  yoa  be  a  nuui  of  parte,' jetting 
]|iai;t' there  wai  an  act  of  pariiament  standi 
uy.whea  the  Confeaiion  of  Faith   waa 
nade^  dedariiy  the  king  wassupreme,  which 
all  the  presbyteriana  of  that  time  owned.' 
The  prieoner  returned,  *  How  could  that  be 
owne^finoe  the  Confeeuon,  which  declares 
otherwiae,  was  owned :'  and  desired  theact 
might  be  read,  fimr  he  knew  it  not;  but  it 
mm  not  produoed.    At  the  dose  the  pre» 
aidant  sai^ '  Now  after  all,  as  a  test  of  your 
kyalty,  will  yon  say  *  God  save  the  king  ?" 
Ho  anawwed  as  above ;  whereupon  one  of 
tham  replied,  *  Would  you  ask  a  blessing  to 
your  meat  T  He  answered,  '  If  you  were 
.present  you  should  know,  but  the  case 
differs.'  Another  of  them  said,  *  These  prin- 
ciples of  youn  will  oondemn  you.'    James 
calssly  answered^  If  I  be  absolved  of  Ood, 
the  lam  matter  though  men  oondemn  me.' 
These  examinationa  at  this  Ume  were  pre- 
liminariffl  to  an  indictment,  and  generally 
apeaking,  the  advocate  formed  his  indict- 
ments sgainst  oountxy  people  out  of  their 
answem,  having  for  the  most  part  no  other 
prooft.    Accordingly,  he  was  indicted  for 
denying  Pentland  and  Both  well  to  be  rebel- 
lion, denying  the  king's  authority,  which, 
meanwhile^  he  did  not  do ;  but  the  great 
matter  they  took  his  life  for,  though  they 
oottld  have  no  probation  for  it,  was  a  sur- 
n^iee  they  had  that  Jamea  Robertson  waa 
th^   person   who  affixed  a   protestation 
agidost  the  test  upon  the  church  door  of 
Stonehouse,   containing    several    pointed 
rfiaHimi  agmast  iL 

.  William  Cochran,  (the  Cloud  of  Wit- 
oesses  namea  him  l^ngo  Cochran)  was  next 
indicted  much  upon  the  sanbe  heads:  his 
anawer  to  the  interrogatories  before  the 
oommittee,  were  all  the  proof  they  had 
against  him,  and  are  in  short.    **  William 


Cochran  being  interrogate,  if  it  be 
lawful  for  8ul jeots  to  rise  in  arms 
against  the  king,  refuses  to  answer.  Being 
interrogate,  whether  the  king  be  lawAil  king, 
anavrera  theee  are  kittle  qusations,  and  will 
say  nothing  of  them,  being  a  prkoner.  Being 
desired  to  say  *God  save  the  Idng,'  refusea 
to  sayanyUiing.  Can  write,  but  refuses 
to  ogn  Us  answera.'* 

John  Finlay  was  the  laat  of  the  three, 
and  held  much  on  the  reserve  likewise. 
*  Being  interrogate  whether  it  be  Uwtful  to 
riaa  in  arms  sgainat  the  king,  refuses  to 
anawer,  these  being  kittle  questloDi,  and  he 
a  poor  priMnar.  Refuses  to  say '  God  save 
the  king,'  but  says  he  loves  the  king  as  well 
as  any  person.  Confessetli  he  was  present 
at  Dmmobi^  but  without  arma.  Being 
asked,  if  he  conversed  with  Mr  Donald 
Cargill,  within  these  two  years,  refases  to 
answer  otherwise,  than  that  a  man  is  nei- 
ther by  the  law  of  God  nor  asan,  bound  to 
have  a  hand  in  aheddiag  his  own  blood. 
Declares  he  cannot  write." 

All  the  three  own  judiokilly  before  the 
criminal  court,  that  these  were  the  anawers 
they  gave  brfoce  the  ooaomittee  of  oouncil. 
And  two  soldiers  are  adduoed  aa  witueasea 
against  them,  who  depone  that  the  two* 
huit  took  their  arma  from  them,  and  left 
them  bound  in  the  fields.  The  asmae  bring 
them  all  in  guilty  of  treason,  though  the 
reader  amy  bee  their  anawen  are  mostly 
negative,  and  the  court  sentence  them  to 
be  hanged  at  the  Ctrem  market  on  Friday 
next,  being  the  15th  of  December* 

This  harsh  and  iniquitotts  sentence  was 
aocordingly  executed.  When  James  Robert- 
son offered  to  speak  upon  the  scaffold,  he 
was  interrupted  by  the  ruffling  of  the  drums, 
and  when  opmplainiag  of  this^  Johnston 
the  townnnmior- beat  .him  with  hia  cane,  at 
the  foot  of  the  Mdsib  >n.A  most  harharoua 
manner.  Thii.ithonunaMe  rudeneas  to  a 
dying  man.  and  the  naftisnca  and  cheerful- 
ness  of  this  good  man  in  BMfferii^  all  this, 
I  know,  waa  the  occasion  of  a-  deep  convic- 
tion to  some  who  were  present,  of  the  evil 
of  perwoution  and  prelaqr;  ond  there  are 
severak  yet  alive^  who  can  date  their  first 
serious  impressions  of  religion,  from  their 
seeing  some  of  the  perMcuted  party  suffer, 
u  they  thcmidNwYMVit  VD&wm^  ^m« 
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John  Fiiilay  was  a  dear  comrade  of 
*  James  Robertnon*!,  and,  if  I  mistake 
not,  his  visiting  bim  was  the  occasion  of  hb 
being  taken ;  and  William  Cocbnui  lived  in 
the  same  neighbourhood,  in  the  parish  of 
Evandale.  This  last  says,  in  his  paper  he  left 
behind  him  printed  in  the  Cload  of  Wit- 
nesses, that  the  main  article  upon  which  he 
received  his  indictment,  was  his  refusing  to 
say, '  God  save  the  king.'  Somewhat  hath 
been  said  of  this  above,  and  it  may  not  be 
out  of  the  road  to  drop  a  word  further  here 
upon  it,  since  this  was  put  to  all  these 
three.  This  and  the  like  seeming  conde- 
scensions are  mightily  insisted  upon,  in 
some  of  the  pamphlets  which  defend  the 
reign  I  am  now  describing,  and  it  is  said 
with  a  vast  deal  of  triumph,  that  those  per^ 
sons  might  have  had  their  lives  i^n  the 
easy  and  fitir  condition  of  praying  for  the 
king,  and  this  is  mightily  magnified  as  an 
instance  of  the  lenity  of  this  period.  This 
plain  honest  country  man  gives  a  very  dis- 
tinct answer  to  this ;  "  when  I  was  bid  say 
'  God  save  the  king,*  I  could  not  comply 
with  this,  when  they  had  set  him  up  as  an 
idol  in  the  Mediator's  room,  without  being 
guilty  of  saying '  Amen'  to  all  they  had  done 
against  tlie  church  and  people  of  God,  the 
true  subjects  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  fun- 
damental laws  thereof;  neither  could  I  bid 
him  God  speed,  lest  I  should  be  partaker  of 
his  evil  deeds :  yea,  adds  he,  they  said  be- 
fore our  face  he  was  king  over  all  persons, 
and  in  all  causes,  which  is  a  putting  him  in 
God's  room ;  they  sentenced  me  because  I 
(tliey  said)  disowned  authority,  which  was 
a  diving  into  the  thoughts  of  my  heart." 
Those  were  the  sentimeuts  of  the  poor  seri- 
ous couutry  people  who  suffered,  and  when 
they  had  this  view,  that  praying  for  the 


done,  it  will  not  appear  so  narrow  a  point  on 
which  tliey  staUid  their  sufferings,  as  at  the 
first  it  may  seem,  and  the  prelatists  repre- 
sent it;  especially,  considering  the  poor 
country  people's  ignorance  and  education. 
And  these  blood-thirsty  men  were  so  far 
from  endeavouring  to  instruct  and  convince 
the  paniiels,  that  thoy  essayed  to  ensnare 
them,  and  proposed  their  queries  so,  as  the 
po<tr  men   could  Kcarce  miss   concluding. 


an  approbation  of  what  was  done  in  his 
name.  They  required  this  as  |t  testimony 
of  their  loyalty,  as  we  saw  in  James 
Robertson's  case ;  so  this  pieco  of  reproach 
may  very  justly  be  turned  ovar  upon  the 
managers,  who  had  no  nutter  of  &ct,  no 
act  of  rebellion  or  treason  to  daige  maay 
of  them  vrith,  but  endeavonrad  to  cnnare 
them  with  captious  and  doobla-fiMod  quct- 
tions,  and  then  took  away  their  iivaa  npoa 
the  poor  people's  being  umrillinf  to  ap- 
prove the  wickedness  of  this  time. 

I  come  now  to  end  this  year  witk  one  of 
the  most  flaming  instances  of  tiie  ri^oBr  of 
this  period,  in  the  execation  of  that  cxoeUcnt 
and  worthy  gentleman  Alezander  Hume  of 
Hume,  toward  the  close  of  this  year.  This 
good  man  had  been  apprehended,  and  ia 
his  taking  sore  wounded,  by  a  iirotker  of 
the  .earl  of  Hume,  and  was  brought  in  pri- 
soner to  Edinburgh.  The  grouni  of  his 
sentence  was  only  convene  with  aoBe  of 
the  party  who  took  the  caatle  of  Hawick, 
in  the  year  1679,  and  everybody  owned 
that  the  probation  of  that  small  crii 
not  clear,  and  the  verdict  of  the 
evidently  different  from  the  oaths  of  the 
witnesses:  yea,  he  was  at  his  first  trial 
assoilzied,  and  the  diet  plainly  deserted,  his 
innocence  appeared  so  plain  to  the  criminal 
court :  but  afterwards  a  new  process  was 
begun,  when  these  people  who  thirsted 
after  his  blood,  and  resolved  to  have  his 
estate,  had  got  some  more  pretexts  against 
him.  I  shall  give  an  abstract  of  bis  pn^ 
cess  from  the  registers. 

November  15th,  Alexander  Home  por- 
tioner  of  Hume,  prisoner,  is  indicted  befote 
the  justice-court  Because  indictments  are 
so  numerous  now,  and  it  would  take  up 
much  room  to  insert  the  whole  of  then. 


king  was  really  an  approbation  of  all  now    and  they  all  run  much  in  the  same  straia. 


excepting  some  few  particulars  in  the  appli 
cation  to  particular  persons,  I  do  not  insert 
them,  but  observe  here,  that  they  generally 
begin  with  a  lai^e  enumeration  of  the  laws 
they  alleged  were  broken,  as  act  5.  seas.  1. 
pari.  1.  James  I.,  act  U9.  pari.  6.  Jamee  VL, 
act  10.  pari.  10.  James  VI.,  act  4.  part  JU 
James  VL,  act  a?,  sess.  ^.  pari.  1.  Charles  IL 
And  the  indictment  goes  on  with,  *'  Never- 
theless it  is  of  verity,  that  the  pannel  hath 


that  their  saying  '  (lod  save  the  Wu\g^  ^'9a\  coinrnvVV^^waiiSsk^gQ^V)  ^^\hft«ame 


crimes, 
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in  tb'ISur  in  Jotin  BdfiNir  of  Kinloeh,  the 
^B^Hiat  pMi  Hackstoa  of  lUtUlH 
aAtf  <ithmy  haTing  on  the  third  day  of  Miqr, 
1679,  nrardered  his  grace  the  late  arcb- 
Uahbp  of  St  Aiidrewa,  they,  to  escape  jus- 
tioe,  and  inTolre  others,  fled  to  the  western 
•tins,  and  there  joined  in  a  desperate  and 
iiTOwed  rebellion.**  And  then  follows  an 
ennmeration  of  the  different  stepSyDmmdog', 
the  attaek  npon  Glasgow,  Bothwell-bridge, 
accorffing  to  the  different  pannels.  Ajid 
though,  as  in  this  ease  before  us,  and  many 
othmythe  pannel  was  no  way  concerned 
in  whit  was  done  either  in  Fife  or  the  west 
coantrjs  yet  still  the  narratiye  is  much  the 
wne,  so  I  only  consider  what  is  peculiar  to 
the'  prisoner,  and  the  depositions  of 
wittteiws.  Mr  Hume  is  particulariy  in- 
itdS^  *  Of  rising  in  rebeflion  against  the 
krogll  iittgesty,  witiiin  the  shires  of  Roz- 
Mkr^,  Berwick,  Selkirk,  and  Peebles,  in 
itfareUng  up  and  down  in  arms,  ren- 
desVonAdng  with  the  rebebi  in  Bewly-edge, 
rieiristingsind  fighting  a  party  of  his  majesty's 
ilMves,  under  the  command  of  the  master  of 
Roes,  besieging  the  castle  of  Hawick,  r6b- 
Ifiag  tile  arms  therein,  and  marching  towards 
Bothi^eli-bridge.''  The  lords  for  sereral 
erases  detert  the  diet  simplieiter.  In  short, 
the  process  was  perfectly  inTidious,  no 
probatiott  appeared,  and  had  there  been  any 
jmHce  and  righteousness  in  the  present 
procedure,  the  gentleman  ought  to  hare 
been  UbeniM;  btit  by  no  means  eouM  he 
ebtvn  that  without  taking  tiie  test,  whidk 
ia  conscience  he  could  not  do ;  and  so  he 
oentinved  in  prison  till  December  20th 
when  newoecasions  are  sought  against  him. 
Daeenber  tOth  he  is  again  accused  and 
iadietad  by  the  advocate,  **  that  in  June  1679 
he  rate  ^n  rebellion,  as  aboye ;  that  he  came 
to  tbe  house  of  SHr  Henry  BiPDoual  of 
auMBeffSlon,  besieged  it,  and  eaHed  for  noiee 
and  arms  i  and  being  bolted  out,  came  armed 
to  Kelao^  Bellrirk,  and  Hawick,  and  searehed 
and  sought  fcr  hones  and  armour,  and 
carried  away  militia  colonta,  drams,  frc. 
and  wounded  Mr  John  Purden  W^iool- 
master  at  Hawick,  and  did  resist  his 
mijeaty's  forces  at  Bewly-bridge,  (or  Boig) 
under  the  command  of  tiie  master  of  Ross, 
and  marched  forward  to  Bothwell-bridge.** 
None  of  these  matters  of  laot  are  at  all 


166«. 


proren.  SirPMnekHmM^adfocate 
for  the  defonder,  offers  presently  to 
prove, that  became  only  accidentally  to 
Mnckerston*s  house,  being  only  in  his  way 
to  his  own,  haying  no  body  with  him  but 
one  servant;  and  when  challenged  by 
Mudcerston  where  he  was  going,  told  liim 
he  was  riding  home,  and  accordingly  he 
and  his  servant  went  home  most  peaceably. 
The  advocate  oppones  the  dittay,  and  the 
lords  repel  the  defence,  and  remit  tbe  libel 
to  probation  without  aUowing  this  exculpa- 
tion, though  most  reasonable.  The  witnesses 
are  called,  none  of  them  are  ad  idem^  and  all 
of  them  most  lame.  Tlie  matter,  as  for  as  I 
can  gather,  seems  to  have  been  this :  There 
had  been  a  sermon  at  Bewly-bridge,  and 
lilias  Leif-mnir,  where  Mr  Hume  had  been 
with  his  sword  and  pistob,  as  multitudes 
had  likewise  been ;  and  as  he  was  return- 
ing from  one  of  them,  he,  with  his  servant* 
called  on  Monday  at  Muckerston*s  house, 
and  offered  to  buy  his  bay  horse.  How- 
ever, the  assise,  December  21  st,*  bring  him 
in  guilty  of  commanding  a  party  of  the 
rebels'  horse,  in  besieging  the  castle  of 
Hawiek,  though,  as  for  as  I  could  notice  'in 
the  depositions  of  the  witnesses,  there  is 
no  probation  of  this.  Whereupon  he  is 
sentenced  to  be  hanged  at  the  market-cross 
of  Edinburgh,  upon  Friday  December  29th 
betwixt  two  and  four  of  the  clock  afternoon.** 
Mr  Hume  eamesdy  begged  so  much 
time  as  his  case  might  be  laid  before  his 
majesty,  but  this  was  peremptorily  refosed, 
and  the  day  hastened  in  order  to  prevent  it. 
By  a  written  account  before  me,  I  find, 
that  interest  being  made  at  court,  under  the 
prospect  of  what  Mr  Hume*s  friends  saw 
was  designed  against  him,  for  a  remission, 
it  actually  came  down  to  Edinbm^h  some 
days  before  hie  execution,  and  was  kept  up 
by  the  eari  of  Perth ;  and  that  on  the  day 
of  his  execution,  his  spouse  Isobel  Hume, 
came  in  the  most  moving  manner  to  the 
lady  Perth,  begging  she  might  interpose 
for  her  hn^nd*s  lifo,  ui^glng  she  had  five 
small  children.  The  lady*s  answer  was  so 
inhumane,  that  T  shall  not  put  it  in  writing, 
though  I  have  these  accounts  under  the 
hand  of  a  reverend  minister  yet  alive,  who 
was  well  acquaint  with  this  gentleman  and 
his  famWy. 
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I  GftnDOt  but  remark  here,  that  the 
managers  at  this  time  were  so  fall  of 
rage,  that  not  only,  as  in  the  former  instances, 
by  their  ensnaring  examinations  and  ques- 
tions, they  brought  poor  ignorant  country 
people  to  do  before  them,  what  they  made  a 
denying  of  the  king^s  authority ;  but  even 
when  the  king's  authority  was  owned,  and 
no  act  of  rebellion  proTen,  merely  upon 
conyerse  with  rebels,  and  presence  at  a  field 
meeting,  and  that  alleged  only  and  not  pro- 
ven, they  shed  the  blood  of  the  Lord*s  saints. 
His  last  words  upon  the  scaffold,  are  so 
full  of  the  primitiye  spirit  of  the  first 
Christians,  in  their  martyrdoms,  so  agreeable 
to  our  own  first  three  worthies,  and  those 
after  Pentland,  and  contain  so  much  of  the 
temper  and  sense  of  the  body  of  presby* 
terians  in  Scotland,  that  I  could  not  but  in* 
sert  them  here. 

The  laat  worda  qfAUxoMderHumejportioner 
qf  Hume,  when  he  goffered  at  the  cross 
of  Edinburgh,  upon  the  29th  qf  December, 

1682. 

*  Men  and  Brethren, 
**  There  is  a  great  confluence  of  people 
here  at  this  time,  and  I  would  fain  hope 
there  are  some  amongst  you  that  desire  to 
be  edified  by  the  last  words  of  a  dying  man, 
which  shall  be  but  few,  because  I  do  not 
think  or  judge  myself  so  qualified,  to  en- 
large upon  any  thing  I  have  to  say,  as 
need  requires,  and  some  might  expect ;  and 
moreover,  the  time  allowed  is  but  short 
And  now  I  am  come  here  to  lay  down  my 
life,  and  I  bless  the  Lord  that  1  am  not  to 
lay  it  down  as  an  evil  doer,  and  albeit  I  be 
a  sinful  man,  as  others  are  by  nature,  yet, 
through  his  grace,  I  hope  I  am  planted  in 
Jesus  Christ,  in  whom  1  have  redemption 
and  remission  of  sins,  through  his  blood, 
and  am  separated  from  the  generation  of 
unbelieTers :  free  lovo  only  hath  made  the 
Jifieronce,  and  happily  hath  ordered  it  so, 
tliat  1  have  been  born  within  the  church, 
where  the  blessed  device  of  the  gospel  hath 
been  discovered,  and  the  means  of  salvation 
made  efiectual  for  converting  and  building 
me  up  in  grace,  and  begetting  in  me  the 
hope  of  that  glory  and  redemption  which 
lam  now  going  to  possess.    The  ground 


of  Hawick,  in  the  year  1679,  the  prokiAion 
whereof  was  not  dear,  and  from  wbioh  tlM 
verdict  of  the  aasiie  did  maSeriaUy  diffiH*; 
as  is  evident  from  the  witoeaBes,  rahactibed 
depositions,  and  the  recorded  verdict  of  ths 
said  assize,  the  equity  and  justioe  where- 
of I  leave  to  God  and  all  oobianed  per* 
sons  to  judge.  I  need  not  Im  aabamed 
to  live,  (as  through  his  grace  lam  nst 
ashamed  to  die)  and  hers  1  dare  wj,  it  has 
been  my  study  to  keep  a  conacienoe  void 
of  ofience  towards  God,  and  also  towards 
man.  The  world  repreaenta  me  aa  aeditioM 
and  disloyal,  bat  God  is  my  witneaa,  and  my 
own  consdenoe,  of  my  innoecncy  in  this 
matter ;  I  am  loyal,  and  did  ever  judge 
obedience  onto  lawful  authority*  my  daty, 
and  the  doty  of  aU  ChristianB.  I  was  never 
i^ainst  the  king^s  just  power  and  greatnewi 
and  this  I  commend  to  aU  that  hear  me  this 
day ;  but  all  a  Christian  doth  most  be  of 
faith,  for  what  dasheth  with  the  command 
of  God  cannot  be  oar  dnty»  and  I  wiah  the 
Lord  may  help  the  king  to  do  hb  duty  to 
the  people,  and  the  people  to  do  their  duty 
to  the  king. 

<*  It  doth  minister  no  small  peace  and  joy 
to  me  this  day,  that  the  Lord  hath  set  his 
love  upon  me^  one  of  Adam's  unworthy 
posterity,  and  has  given  me  the  blessed 
experience  of  his  grace  working  in  my 
heart,  whereby  he  hatU  inclined  me  to  look 
towards  himself,  and  make  choice  of  him 
for  my  soul's  everlasting  portion.  It  is  the 
Lord  Jesus,  and  he  alone,  who  ia  my  rock, 
and  the  strength  and  stay  of  my  soul:  all 
my  own  righteousness  I  do  utterly  re- 
nounce, as  a  garment  too  short  for  me, 
yea,  as  filthy  rags.  I  die  a  protcstant  and 
presbyterian  this  day,  adhering  unto  the 
holy  scriptures,  and  work  of  reformation 
from  popery  and  prelacy,  according  to  the 
engagements,  personal  or  national,  Iji^fT  ^ 
me ;  and  I  do  leave  my  testimony  against 
all  the  steps  of  defection  therefrom,  either 
in  doctrine,  worship,  or  government,  and  all 
the  encroachments  made  upon  the  kingdom 
and  privileges  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  whatever 
is  against  the  life  and  power  of  godliness. 

"  It  was  the  glory  and  happiness  of  our 
laud,  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  made 
choice  of  us,  to  dwell  in  the  midst  of  us  by 


of  my  sentence  is  the  alleged  converse  V\\Yv^^^^^^^^i^^^Qx^vGAa!c««  thereof,  the 
had  with  that  party  that  took  in  tYi©  cas\\«\  Yt«v:\o\v&  ^srs^i*^  Ql\:A*\\^»fc\tf»^\riHi\lNsk 
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we  haA  the  advantage  of  many^  if  not  of  all 
the  okiinsiiet  aboat  us.  But,  ah  and  alas  I 
how  &r  are  we  degenerate,  and  what  coo- 
tsaq^  of  this  precious  fospel  are  we  be- 
oDOse  gniltf  of  ?  We  have  not  received  the 
love  of  God  in  our  hearts,  nor  improven 
hiB  for  growth  and  progress  in  holiness; 
hi  place  whereof,  all  manner  of  impiety  and 
oanghtiiMss  does  abound,  which  I  fear  shall 
provoke  the  holy  and  jealous  God,  to  send 
■HDy  heavy  judgments  on  the  whole  land, 
whereby  it  may  be  laid  utterly  dwolste, 
without  an  inhabitant  It  is  to  be  feared, 
that  these  things  may  turn  this  dburch  into 
a  den  of  idektiy  and  provoke  the  Beloved 
to  p«t  a  bill  of  final  divorce  into  our  harlot 
molhei's  hand.  OI  what  cause  is  there 
to  fear,  that  thia  people,  partly  through 
their  own  ignorance,  and  partly  through 
the  unfiathfulncss  md  delusion  of  their 
pretended  teachers,  shall  return  again  in 
multitudes,  into  the  darkness  and  supersti* 
turn  of  popery,  from  which  the  Lord  in  his 
mercy  delivered  our  fathers.  O !  that  the 
Lord  would  give  repentance  to  this  genera* 
tioD,  tlutt  the  evil  day  might  bo  prevented. 
Be  exhorted  to  turn  from  your  sins,  and 
BHike  your  acquaintance  and  peace  with 
God  in  time,  which  is  not  so  easy  a  work 
as  many  apprehend;  and  who  wants  his 
own  challenge  for  negligence  in  this  mat> 
terP  People  love  to  defer  this  great  con* 
cemment  until  it  be  too  late,  unhappily  pre> 
fSerring  the  pleasares  of  sin  to  the  fhvour  of 
God,  and  all  the  expectation  of  the  saints, 
within  or  beyond  time.  Was  there  ever  a 
generation  wherein  so  many  sad  prognostics 
of  divine  wnth,  upon  its  near  approach, 
did  so  much  abound  amongst  men  of  sll 
nmks  and  capacities,  of  whom  far  other 
things  were  expected,  and  1  am  sure, 
solemnly  thereunto  obliged,  no  less  than 
these  who  have  sulTered  at  their  hands, 
upon  that  account?  which  cannot  but 
highly  aggravate  sin,  heighten  and  hasten 
judgment  beyond  ordinary,  which  I  pray 
the  Lord  may  prevent  He  knows,  I  desire 
not  the  evil  day,  1  would  exhort  the  Lord's 
people  to  study  much  nearness  to  God, 
and  oneness  among  themselves,  that  being 
of  otw.  mind  and  one  spirit,  they  may  stand 
fa»t  for  the  faith  of  the  gospi'l,  which  is  in 
such  jialjmble  hazdrd  Ms  duy,  as  all  who 


have  but  half  an  eye  may  see.  I  can- 
not  but  be  sensible  of  the  sharpness  ^^^' 
and  severity  of  my  sentence,  which,  after 
strict  inquiry,  will  be  found  to  be  as  hard 
measure  as  any  have  met  with  before  me; 
which  seems  to  flow  from  some  other  thing 
than  what  law  or  justice  could  allow.  I  wish 
I  may  be  the  Isat  that  may  be  thus  dealt 
with;  I  question  not  but  if  competent  time 
had  been  given,  that  application  might  have 
been  made  unto  his  majesty,  his  dememqr 
would  not  have  been  wanting  in  this  case. 
NeverthekflS»  1  bless  the  Loni,  I  iiud  it  in 
my  heart  to  foigive  all  men,  even  as  I  desire 
to  be  fwgiven,  and  obtain  mercy  in  that 
day;  and  if  there  be  any  at  whose  door  my 
blood  may  asose  directly  lie  than  othem,  .1 
pray  the  Lord  foifive  them;  |uid  now  I 
wiah  it  may  be  well  with  the  land  when  1 
am  gone.  My  conscience  bears  me  witneis, 
I  ever  studied  the  good  of  my  country.  1 
hope  I  shall  be  no  loser,  that  1  have  gono 
so  young  a  man  off  the  stage  of  this  world, 
seeing  I  am  to  make  so  blotted  an  exchange, 
as  to  receive  eternal  life,  the  crown  of 
glory,  the  near  and  immediate  fruition  of 
the  Massed  Father,  8on,  and  Holy  Ghost,  in 
phuie  of  a  short,  frail,  and  miaerahle  life 
here  below.  I  bless  his  name  he  made  me 
willing  to  take  share  with  his  peraecuted 
people,  for  I  hope  1  shall  also  share  with 
them  in  their  consolations,  when  he  shall 
wipe  all  tears  trom  thor  eyes,  and  tliey 
shall  suffer  no  more,  but  reign  with 
him  in  his  kingdom.  1  am  shortly  to  be 
clothed  upon  with  my  house  from  above, 
and  that  city  that  hath  foundations ;  I  shall 
sin  no  more.  O  desirable  conditien I  when, 
beyond  all  hasard  of  offending  God  any 
more,  1  shall  be  capable  both  of  serving 
God,  and  enjoying  him  more;  I  shall  wan- 
der and  toil  no  more,  having  reached  that 
harbour  of  eternal  rest.  I  now  contentedly 
take  my  leave  of  the  world.  Farewell  all 
enjoyments,  earthly  pleasures  and  content- 
ments: farewell  friends  and  relations,  in 
whom  I  had  much  satisfaction:  farewell, 
my  dear  wife  and  children,  dear  indeed  uiit(» 
me,  though  not  so  dear  as  Christ, ^o^*  whom 
I  now  willingly  Kuffer  the  loss  of  all  thiii,«:^. 
and  yet  am  no  loser;  1  leave  them  on  t!it 
tender  merries  of  Christ.  Now  welcouK 
blessed  YaWicv,  ^ti,  w.A WiX'^  C^NwiXx  -^ v\ 
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oom*  imnimerable  Mnpaoy  of  mi- 


feli^  aad  spiriti  of  JMt  Hen  miiie 
perfect;  welcome  celeitild  city;  wtlcoie 
endlevjoy:  ad  bow,  O  Father,  intotiiy 
hand  I  oottawiid  my  spirit;  Lord  Jetua 
receife  n^  aouL 

ALEiLANDm  Hume.** 

1  am  of  opinion  the  ooUectora  of  the 
Cloud  of  Witneaiet,  have  done  their  ouUeo- 
tion  no  eerrice,  by  leariag  out  this  teeti- 
mony,  if,  at  I  doubt  not,  it  hath  eome  to 
their  handa,  aoad  shown  tfaemaelTce  not  a 
little  partial  in  ieairing^  ovt  so  Taluable  a 
p^»er,  unleiB  they  are  of  the  sshm  senti- 
ments with  rektion  to  Mr  Hume,  which 
they  own  themselres  to  hare  as  to  the  eail 
of  Argyie,  to  whom  they  allow  the  honour 
of  dy  in^  a  martyr  for  the  protestaot  religioa, 
but  not  for  the  presbyterian  estabKshmwit 
of  it 

Mr  Hume,  when  the  rope  was  about  his 
neck,  and  immediately  before  his  bein^ 
turned  over,  concluded  his  Ufo  with  singing 
the  Ust  verM  of  the  17th  Psahn.  His 
estate  was  forfeited,  his  wife  and  fire 
children  exposed  to  Tery  great  hardships 
till  the  happy  reyolntion,  but  the  Lord 
carried  them  through;  and  since  the  revolu- 
tioD,  his  eldest  son  enjoys,  by  dirine  retri- 
bution, double  more  estate  than  was  for- 
feited, while  these  who  enjoyed  the  fot^- 
feiture  were  not  able  to  repay  their  Titious 
intromissions. 

At  the  end  of  this  year,  the  laird  of 
Blackwood's  prosecution  before  the  council 
and  justiciary  begins ;  but  I  shall  leare  it 
till  it  come  in  all  together  next  year,  which 
I  now  go  to. 
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The  drcumstanoes  of  the  persecuted 
party  grew  worse  the  longer  the 
persecution  contiiiued ;  the  harassed  people 
came  to  be  known,  their  haunts  discovered, 
and  the  [)eniecutors,  by  continuance,  im- 
proved in  their  acts  and  methods  against 
the  poor  {»iiifercrs :  so  that  this  year  and 
tho  tif'o  iolloH'ing  open  a  blacker  «GeQ)& 


than  wo  haro  yot  had.  Nonoonformity  to 
prelacy  is  now  more  direotly  mndunircrsally 
leraUed  at,  and  e?ery  body  ia  oppressed, 
who  wanted  freedom  to  pftako  of  ordtnaa* 
ost  diapflDsed  by  a  set  of  men  who  wero  at 
the  bottomof all  thotfoiiUes  orpnahytniaas. 
New  methods  aro  taken,  and  the  former 
ones  were  oontinned,  and  mors  gtnetiMy 
txttnded.  Wo  shall  meet  with  rmrf  exsr- 
bitant  and  exeessiTB  fining*  thfii  year,  ni 
moat  diligent  aoarohos  acoonapHsliad,  many 
lives  taken,  together  with  the  ordinary  and 
yeaiiy  opprsssions  by  ooorts  and  eommia- 
aions,  and  the  ae?erities  ot  the  aoldiaii; 
and  likewise  an  itinerant  cironit  at  €Hss> 
gow,  Ayr,  and  Dnmfines,  whereof  I  cannot 
giTO  so  lai^ne  aooovnts  aa  I  wish,  but  they 
are  fuller  than  I  ozpeotedy  aome  of  the 
prooeases  beinf  insert  in  tho  crinunsl 
books  at  Edinboxgh,  which  ia  seldom  doae 
in  this  period.  All  whidi  hardahipa  are 
tho  more  aggravated,  that  tho  prriates 
had  now  no  fieldfjneetings  to  grata  then, 
and  tho  govenunent  had  no  risings  of  anned 
persons  to  tenn  rebellion^  and  to  bo  a  pre- 
text to  thdr  tereritiei;  but  when  they 
wanted  this,  ihej  look  back  to  BothwcU, 
yea,  even  to  Pentland.  The  teat  was  vio- 
lently pressed  at  the  drcoits,  upon  penou 
who  were  not  obliged  by  law  to  it,  and  the 
alleged  plot  broke  out  this  summer,  was  a 
good  handle  to  fidl  foal  upon  multitudes 
of  worthy  persons  no  ways  oonoemed  ia 
it,  but  tibeir  troubles  come  mostly  in  next 
year.  I  shall  then  confine  myself  veiy 
much  to  the  multitude  of  Acts  and  inKiMv^ 
I  meet  with  this  year,  in  the  council  and 
criminal  books,  adding  now  and  then  aa 
instance  from  remoter  parts,  which  could 
not  be  in  the  public  registers,  and  begin 
with  the  commissions  and  proclamations 
which  are  the  foundation  of  what  follows: 
then  I  will  go  through  the  particular  suflBsr- 
ings  of  gentlemen,  ministers,  and  others^ 
mostly  from  the  records  of  council;  then 
give  some  account  of  such  who  were  prose^ 
cuted  for  their  lives  before  the  jnstidaiy 
court,  and  next,  a  more  particular  detail  of 
the  circuits  this  year,  and  shut  up  all  with 
some  hints  at  the  plot,  and  some  other  in- 
cidental things,  which  1  would  not  mix 
with  what  directly  related  to  the  su^ 
\t«nn^ 
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Of  |A#  pradmmoJtiom^  €ommim(mM^  aad 
iaUmUkma^  given  in  order  to  tho  furtkar 
perucuimg  ^f  prUb^Uriaoa  tki»  ]ftar» 

Vitus  I  have  in  niiM  •y*  here,  ie  mostly 
from  the  oouncil-regiatery  to  give  aeewukt  of 
the  public  wwiants  gnnted,  and  steps  more 
genenlly  takaaiyto  continue  and  help  on  the 
penecution ;  and  the  particulan  which  fol- 
loir  in  the  second  Section,  will  be  a  commen- 
tary on  this  text.  I  shall  give  them  just  in 
the  qcder  they  offer,  throughout  this  year. 

MV.p  heard  befiune  of  Skene  of  HaUyards 
his  fevarities  in  seyeral  places  of  the  west 
county ;  and  as  a  reward  of  what  he  had 
done^and  to  enable  him  further  to  harass  the 
coantry^January  4thhe  receives  a  new  power 
from  the  council,  as  follows.  ^  The  lords  of 
his  m^csty's  privy  council^  considering  that 
John  Skene  of  HaUyards,  is  oonunissioned 
by  the  lord  high  treasurer  of  this  kingdom, 
for  to  uplift  the  rents  of  the  forfeited  herir 
ton,  in  the  sheriffdoms  of  Lanark,  Stirling^ 
and  linlithgow,  and  burghs  within  the 
same  slure%  and  also  for  intromitting  with 
the  moveable  goods  of  these  who  were  at 
the  late  rebellion  1679,  or  who  had  acces*> 
sion  to  the  late  rebellion,  who  are  living 
within  the  said  shires,  with  power  to  call 
before  him  any  person  he  thinks  can  give 
him  information  of  these  who  were  present 
at  the  smd  rebellion,  or  had  accession  there- 
unto, the  sud  lords  have  thought  fit,  for  the 
betterezecution  of  the  sflddcommission,  here- 
by to  g;ive  and  grant  power  to  the  said  John 
Skene,  to  call  any  person  before  him,  who 
he  thinks  can  give  him  information  of  those 
who  were  in  the  said  rebelHon,  or  had  ac- 
cession thereunto,  within  the  said  shires, 
and. examine  them  upon  oath;  and  if  he 
sludl  find  any  sufficient  probation  against 
any  persons,  for  being  present  at  or  having 
accession  to  the  late  rebellion,  or  resetters 
of  those  who  have  been  at  it,  then  to  secure 
and  seipiettmte  their  goods,  aye  and  while 
he  find  a  merchant  to  buy  them,  with 
power  to  the  said  John  Skene,  if  the  wit- 
nesses refuse  to  depone,  and  find  caution 
for  appearing  to  bear  witness  before  tlie 
lords  of  justiciary,  against  these  persons 


who  were  at  the  late  rabellion,  or 
had  aocess  thereunto^  to  imprisoa  ^^^ 
them  in  the  next  tolbootb." 

I  shall  make  no  reflections  upoa  this  or 
many  of  the  following  commissions ;  a  great 
deal  of  power  is  put  in  the  hands  of  the 
persons  commissioned,  they  may  attack  any 
body  they  think  fit,  high  or  low,  and  that 
upon  very  huge  heads,  acoessioo  to  ^oth* 
well,  &C.  and  such  as  can  give  infonnatioii 
thereanent.  No  body  was  safe  when  such 
extensive  powers  were  granted  to  such 
naughty  men.  Indeed  it  was  generally 
country  people  of  the  most  substantial  sortt 
who  were  attadced,  and  from  them  prodi- 
gious sums  were  exaoted,  merely  to  be  free 
of  these  unaocounteble  powers  given  to  him 
and  others.  How  exact  he  was  in  this  cook 
mission,  may  be  guessed  iron  what  hath 
been  naxrated,  and  some  further  ingtancsi 
may  afterwards  be  given. 

Scarce  any  thing  in  the  management  of 
this  period,  was  less  accountable,  than  the 
attacking  of  husbands  for  the  nonconfonniiiy 
of  their  wives,  and  &thers  for  conveniii|^ 
with  their  own  children;  and  therefore  ii 
may  be  worth  while  to  insert  here  tbeooniK 
oil's  procedure  upon  these  heads.  The 
magistrates  of  Edinbuigh,  in  their  prosecut- 
ing of  nonconformisti^  frequently  had  this 
case  before  them,  of  the  nonconformity  of 
the  wives  of  conformists,  and  they  drew  up 
the  following  queries,  which  were  presented 
to  the  council,  and  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  consider  them,  and  answers  were 
brought  in,  formed  mostly  by  the  advocate, 
which  were  approven,  Januaxy  1 1th.  They 
are  but  short,  and  I  insert  them  both. 

Queries  anent  Fines, 

**  1.  How  shall  they  fine  women  whose 
husbands  are  also  fined  ?  and  whether  these 
women  be  finable  only  in  the  half  of  their 
husbands*  fines  ?  since  the  act  against  con^ 
venticles  appoints  only  the  wife  to  be  fined 
in  the  half  of  her  husband's  fines ;  and  the 
act  against  separation  specifies  no  fines  or 
proportions  as  to  any  women. 

**  2.  If  the  wives  of  regular  men  should 
be  fined,  and  to  what  proportion,  and  if 
their  husbands  should  be  liable  for  these 
fines? 

**  3.  To  what  \iro\tQTUoii%Wa\&.x^^^>Q» 
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fined,  who  are  not  iiferenten^  or  have 
;    ^^^  not  liferents  initable  to  their  hot- 
bend's  estate? 

1  *<  4.  In  what  proportion  should  amnar- 
ried  women  be  fined,  who  want  their 
fathers? 

**  5.  After  what  age  should  young  persons 
be  fined  who  have  parents,  and  to  what 
proportions,  and  if  the  parents,  especially 
the  regular,  should  be  liable  ?" 

Aiuwers  to  the$e  Queries. 

«<  The  oonunittee,  having  oonsiderBd  the 
abore-mentioned  queries,  are  of  opinion, 

'^  As  to  the  first,  that  seeing  wiUidrawing 
from  the  church  is  in  itself  a  crime,  and  by 
the  7  act,  sess.  2.  pari  2.  Charica  II.  it  is 
declared  to  be  seditions  and  dangerous  to 
the  gOTemment,  though  the  act  anent  with- 
drawing  do  not  proportion  the  fines  as  to 
married  n'omen  their  withdrawing,  yet  that 
the  wives  ought  to  be  fined  in  the  half  of 
their  husbands'  fines,  as  in  the  matter  of 
conventicles,  and  that  the  husbands  are 
liable^  it  being  a  debt  of  the  wife^  and  that 
the  husbands  are  to  have  defalcations  off 
the  wife's  jointure. 

'^  As  to  the  second,  it  is  the  committee's 
opinion,  that  if  regular  husbands  produce 
their  wives  to  the  magistrate,  they  are  not 
further  answerable. 

''As  to  the  third,  it  is  the  committee's 
opinion,  that  relicts  be  fined  according  to 
the  condition  of  their  late  husband,  viz.  in 
tlie  half  of  the  husband's  fines. 

"  A8  to  the  fourth,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  that  such  unmarried  women 
bhall  be  fined  according  to  the  condition  of 
their  deceased  parent,  and  their  own  con- 
dition as  to  their  fortunes. 

**  As  to  the  fifth,  it  is  the  committee's 
opinion,  that  parents  be  answerable  for 
their  children's  keeping  the  church,  after 
they  arrive  at  seven  years  of  age,  and  be  fit 
to  be  catechised. 

*'  And  further,  it  being  propounded  what 
is  to  be  done  in  tlie  case,  when  the  husband 
is  a  regular  person,  and  the  wife  irregular, 
and  the  husband  being  with  the  wife  con- 
vened before  the  judge  ordinary,  and  pro- 
duceth  her. 

•*  Tho  siiid  lords  dccliu-o,  tliat  the  Uu«V>avu\ 


i-roduchig  her,  he  has  dune  wlial  vva&  \u-\voV»vy^^v^^'^'^^^*^^=^^^^^vv!&i^  ^^  uid 
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cumbent  on  him;  and  if  the  wife  pernit 
contunmciously  in  the  said  disorder,  the 
judge  ordinary  is  to  report  the  case  to  the 
eooncil,  that  they  may  give  order,  as  the 
speciality  of  the  case  will  allow,  for  the  wife'» 
punishment^  and  freong  the  hanband." 

Upon  the  same  council-day,  they  bafe 
the  case  of  Mr  Hcrron  before  them,  (br 
oonverse  with  hia  owia eon;  and  though  it 
be  most  fikvourable^  yet  all  thejr  do  it  to  ia- 
terpose  finr  a  renaission ;  and  being  as  it 
were  ashamed,  the  law  shonld  oUige  thesi 
to  find  persons  in  such  caaea,gailty  of  wbst 
infers  the  pains  of  death,  they  write  np  far 
new  powers  to  fine  at  plcaaure ;  which  ss 
the  king  could  not  legally  give,  having  ae 
power  to  repeal  an  aot  of  pariiaineiit,  so  it 
was  convenient  for  them  to  hnve^  becaust 
they  could  make  a  better  hand  of  a  fins 
than  a  man's  dead  carcaae,  and  the  Ida; 
did  grant  them  this  power.  The  chaocd- 
lor^s  letter  to  the  secretary,  npon  this  sob- 
ject,  fdlows,  dated  January  Ilth. 
"MyLord, 

*  There  being  one  Andrew-  Hemn  of 
Kerroehtree^  pursued  befiote  hia  nsigesty'i 
privy  ooundl,  for  harbouring,  maetting,  en- 
tertaining, and  interoonuniming'  with  Pa- 
trickHerron  his  second  son,  Anthony  H'Gfaic 
late  of  Glencard,  and  other  rebels ;  and  the 
said  Andrew  having  come  voluntarily  tu 
the  lord  high  treasurer,  before  any  citatioo 
given,  how  soon  he  undenrtood  the  haxar^ 
he  was  liable  to  by  law,  and  confcaeed,  thai 
out  of  ignorance  of  the  laws  of  the  kin^;- 
dom,  and  on  tlie  account  of  hia  near  rela- 
tion to  his  said  son,  and  his  wife's  nephew, 
he  had  sometimes  seen  and  conversed  with 
them,  and  palliate  a  small  trade  of  cattle, 
which  his  sou  brought  from  England  : 
having  confessed  his  crime  hambly,  and 
begged  his  majesty  and  thecouneirs  merry: 
the  council  having  considered  the  speciali- 
ties in  his  case,  do  recoeunendtoyour  lord- 
ship, to  interpose  for  a  remission  both  as 
to  his  life  and  estate.  But  that  others  may  be 
deterred  from  harbouring  and  resetting  rebels 
though  never  so  nearly  related,  the  couiaii 
desire  that  your  lordship  nuiy  procure  a 
letter  under  his  majesty's  royal  hand,  em- 
powering and  authorising  tliem  in  liiis  case, 
(^c\<iu  UvQu^h  the  crime  be  capital  in  itseiO 
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jast.    Tbit,  IB  the  coimcirt  name  is  Bigni- 
lied  bv. 

Your  lordship's,  &a 

Abbrobbn,  CanoeL  L  P.  D.** 

Thua  matters  went  at  tliis  time  at  Bdin- 
barfh.  That  the  penecntion  might  have 
H»  fun  wwiog  fai  the  west,  major  White's 
eommiasiOD  ia  enhu^g^  npoo  a  rery  trivial 
pretebrt;  aiid*'  eliieAj  with  an  eye  to  some 
particiilar  persons  whom  he  would  have 
beeik  aty-and  ooald  not  reach,  being  out  of 
the  sUre  of  Ayr.  Hia  oommission  is  of 
tlM  irstof  Mareh  thia  year,  and  the  reader 
will  bo  aatiaied  to  have  the  tenor  of  it, 
whieh  ia  as  iioUowa.  "  The  lords  of  his 
majes^a  privy  council  considering,  that 
by  their  net  ^md  commission  of  the  tiiird 
day  of  Angnst  las^  upon  the  oonsideratioBS 
thesein  eiepressed,  Uiey  did  grant  com* 
miaaion  to  nmjor  Andrew  White,  to  call, 
oonrene^  pursue^  and  punish  all  persona 
guilty  or  suspect  to  be  gnilty  of  oouTenti- 
dee,  disorderly  baptisms,  and  marriages, 
withdratwing  from  public  ordinances,  and 
other  diawrders  therein  specified,  witiiin  the 
sheriffloktt  of  A3rr,  bailiary  of  Cunningham, 
awl  other  plaoea  cspreased,  and  of  holding 
jaatiee-ooBrtB,  ftc  The  said  lords  being 
iniannady  that  aereial  of  those  disorderly 
pei'sotis,  as  they  are  pursoed  within  the 
said  ahire  and  bounds  forasaid,  flee  to^  and 
are  Ailteradin  other  adjacent  shires,  and 
porticnhrif  in  the  parishes  of  Eglisham, 
Manaa,  Gvmunnock,  and  Kilbride,  in  which 
there  are  dwelling  abo  divers  persons 
gviky  of  the  same  disorders,  the  lords  ez* 
tend  hb  coosmission  to  those  parishes  in 
all  paints^  And  in  ngard  of  the  distance 
of  plaoea  in  the  said  prindpal,  and  this  ad- 
ditional comndsswii,  the  said  major  White 
cannot  at  all  timea  be  personally  preaent 
at  those  placea  te  doing  of  justioe,  the 
said  lords  do  give  and  grant  full  power  and 
authority  to  1^  to  nominate  and  appoint 
deputca  in  the  said  shires  and  parishes,  for 
whomheis  to  be  answerable;  and  recommend 
it  to  general  DaLdel,  general  of  his  majesty's 
forces,  to  order  such  parties  of  the  forces 
as  major  White  ahall  desire  iDr  his  assist- 
ance, in  putting  the  lawa  in  execution 
against  disorderly  pertODS,  conform  to  his 


oornmisaion,  and  to  order  them  to  obey 
themajor^scommandsinthatservice."  ^^^ 

Remarks  upon  this  are  needless.  It  is 
evident,  that  it  waa  with  some  particuhur 
views  to  some  persona  that  the  major  got 
his  powers  extended,  otherwise  that  same 
reason  would  have  called  for  the  same 
powers  in  all  neighbouring  parishes  to  the 
shire;  and  this  power  of  naming  deputca 
was  a  terrible  addition  to  the  burden  of  the 
former;  and  the  lower  deputations  came, 
poor  country  people  were  the  worse  dealt 
by.  The  privy  council,  tfaoagh  mere  execu- 
tors of  the  law,  and  consequently  had  little 
of  that  power  they  daily  exerted,  were 
worae  to  come  belbra  than  the  parliament. 
Major  Whiter*  for  instance,  was  more  severe 
than  the  council  in  asany  things,  and  hia 
deputea  were  yet  worse  than  himaelf,  if 
worse  conld  be ;  and  thia  way  the  <^»pression 
turned  very  general,  and  few  parishes 
wanted  the  mi^  or  hia  deputea. 

At  that  same  diet^  March  1st  the  council 
agree  upon  the  following  instructions  to 
such  as  were  sent  out  by  them,  with  a 
justiciary  power  to  haraas  the  poor  coun- 
try with  thmr  courta  and  deputea,  for  non- 
oonforadty  and  church  irregularities,  which 
I  insert  before  I  come  to  any  particulars 
of  the  carriage  of  major  White,  and  some 
others,  in  pursuance  of  theac  commissions 
md  instructions^ 

hutnteiiom  to  the  lairds  of  CUtoerhcmte^ 
MMrum^  and  mc^r  White^  m  pro$eat^ 
turn  t^  their  comndiSHms. 

**  Imo.  When  you  discover  any  person  or 
persona  within  the  bounda  of  your  respective 
commissions,  that  have  been  in  the  late  re- 
bellion, and  are  neither  in  the  Porteous  nor 
fogitive  rolls,  in  case  you  can  have  two 
dinning  witnesses  thereupon,  you  are  to 
send  them  prisoners  to  Edinbui^h,  with 
the  probation  against  them. 

^  8do.  Upon  information  given  you  that 
any  heritors  have  harboured,  reset,  or  inter- 
communed  with  any  of  the  rebels,  you  are 
immediately  to  send  their  names  to  the 
chancellor,  and  the  deposition  of  witnesses 
that  can  prove  the  same,  that  the  council 
may  give  directions,  either   for    putting 
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tliom  under  caution  to  appear,  or 
curinjT  them  at  thex  find  cauie. 


Such  inttmctioni  ao  riforonsly  foUowed 
by  those  persons,  and  others  we  shall  hesr 
3tio.  Where  inconsiderable  and  petty '  of,  opened  the  door  to  a  fearful  scene  of 
heritors,  who  are  tenants  also,  are  guilty  persecution,  this  year  and  afterwards,  for 
of  disorders,  you  are  to  fine  them  in  that   the  commissions  endured   till  they  were 


«  'I 


capacity  which  will  bear  the  greatest  fines. 
**  4to.  In  esae  you  find  any  of  the  indulged 


recilled.  In  short»  nobody  agBinat  whom 
any  information  could  be  had.  escaped; 
ministers,  who  have  more  commonly  and  j  and  multitudes  who  lormcrly  had  been  sof- 
contemptuously  transgressed  the  instruo-  j  fidently  squeesed,  were  brouglit  on  the 
tiotts,  you  tre  to  send  accounts  to  tlie  chan-  i  file  again,  and  prodigiooa  ranu  were  ex- 
cellor  with  probation.  acted. 

*<  dto.  If  any  others  who  were  in  the  i      Instances  are  innumerable.     I  can  enlf 
late  rebellion,  shall  humbly,  and  in  the   give  the  reader  a  taste  as  to  miyor  White, 


great  sense  of  their  guilt,  supplicate,  and  who  lost  no  time  in  executing  hia 
throw  themselves  on  the  king^s  mercy,  you  sion  and  instructions.  Upoa  tlie  eighth 
shall  receiTC  their  petitions,  and  grant  them  and  ninth  days  of  March  he  held  his  conrti 
safo  conduct,  not  exceeding  fourteen  days  in  the  church  of  Carmunnock,  and  vast 
at  a  time,  that  they  may  come  in  and  apply  '  numbers  were  brought  before  him;  they 
to  the  coundL  This  power  of  safe  con-  •  were  all  inhabitants  of  that  and  the  neigh- 
duet  is  only  to  last  tiU  the  first  of  May  bouring  parishes,  and  whomsoeTer  he  wm 
next. 

**  Gto.  Upon  information  that  noblemen  or 
gentlemen  do  entertain  in  their  &milies,  chap- 
lains and  pedagogues  that  are  not  licensed, 
you  are  to  send  in  to  the  chancelkn*,  arch- 
bishop of  St  Andrews^  or  bishop  of  Edin- 
bni^h,  lists  of  Uie  names  of  chapbins,  and 
their  entertainers,  that  the  fines  imposed 
by  law  may  be  exacted. 

"  Tmo.  You  are  to  call  for  the  books  and 
records  of  sheriff^  bailies  of  regalities  and  the  church,  at  least  every  third  Sabbath, 
royalties,  ii-ithin  your  bounds,  and  examine  were  fined  in  what  the  major  mras  pleased 
what  fines  have  been  imposed  in  cases  of]  to  impose.   Mr  Robert  Boyd,  curate  at  Car- 


pleased  to  pitch  upon.  The  pretext  of 
fugitives  from  other  places,  in  his  com- 
mission was  a  mere  sham.  The  countrr 
people  were  kept  hanging  oa  from  one 
court  day  to  another,  to  their  great  loss  in 
this  time  of  labour.  Such  aa  compeared 
not  had  soldiers  sent  upon  their  housss 
and  fiunilies,  and  were  besides  reserved  for 
further  prosecution;  and  these  who  com- 
peared and  would  not  swear  they  were  at 


chun^h  disorders ;  and  in  case  you  find  any 
not  fined  who  were  guilty,  or  that  fines 
liavo  been  taken  up  without  sentence,  or 
by  collusion  given  down  or  rebated,  and 
not  adequate  and  according  to  htw,  you  are 
to  pursue  such  persons,  and  to  fine  either 
such  persons  as  have  been  pursued  and  not 
sentenced,  or  such  as  being  fined  their  fines 
have  not  been  exacted  within  the  space  of 
a  month,  by  payment  or  security;  and  such 
who8e  fines  have  been  inadequately  im- 
posed, in  as  much  more  as  will  make  the 
same  correspond  with  law.  And  you  are 
to  have  no  regard  to  any  receipts  but  such 
as  are  particular,  bearing  the  crimes  and 
fines  imposed,  and  the  money  truly  fiaid, 
relating  to  a  sentence,  which  you  are  to 
allow  pr(f  timto.  And  you  are  to  give  ac- 
count of  any  of  tliosc  ma)];istratos  ^ulty  of 


munnock,  waited  closely  on  the  miyor,  and 
used  to  sit  with  him  on  the  bench,  and  insti- 
gate and  direct  him  in  his  procedure  against 
the  country  people.  By  his  instigation  the 
reverend  Mr  Andrew  Morton,  the  presby- 
terian  minister  before  him  in  that  parish, 
of  whom  before,  was  cited  for  alleged  bap- 
tising and  preaching  in  that  parish.  Ikir 
Morton's  friends  getting  notice  of  the  de- 
sign, took  care  he  should  rather  fall  into 
the  hands  of  the  sheriff  of  the  shire  of 
Lanark  than  into  the  major's ;  and  he  was 
first  cited  before  the  sheriff,  and  in  absence 
fined  in  four  thousand  merks.  The  major 
disregarded  this,  •  and  went  on  in  his  pro- 
cess, and  upon  what  law  and  grounds  1 
know  not,  but  I  have  good  information  of 
the  fact,  fined  him  in  thirty  thousand  roerks. 
This,  and  the  severity  of  the  times,  obliged 


»«c/i  neg^i/gence,  connivance,  auA  co\\uH\ou:'\  \Xv\'&  >N<it^Cs\^  \s^\kVb\Kt^^x  Morton,  to  ab- 
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Mond;  and  bis  fiunily  removed  from  the 
UA^gp  )i)efojre-i|Miitionedy  to  Edinburgb, 
nrhere  he  lurked  the  best  way  he  mij^ht, 
until  the  liberty  1  GST,  at  which  time  he 
returned  to  his  parish  of  Carmunnock,  and 
preached  in  a  honse  belonging  to  Sir  Wil- 
iiani  Stuart  of  Castlemilk,  till  he  had  access 
to  his  church;  and  after  all  his  tossings 
and  toils»  he  died  minister  there  in  a  good 
old  age,  and  under  much  serenity,  July 
1691. 

A  list  of  the  fines  imposed  by  major 
Whito  in  the  pariah  of  Cannunnock,  is  be- 
fore me,  too  long  to  be  inserted  here.  From 
eight  or  nine  peisons  he  exacted  two  hun- 
dred and  serenty-seFen  poundl^  merely  for 
absence  from  the  church,  or  rather  because 
they  would  not  swear  that  they  kept  it  in 
terms  of  law ;  all  of  them  were  poor  coun- 
try people.  One  of  them,  William  War- 
nock  in  Busby,  was  fined  in  twenty-three 
poundsi  a  great  sum  for  him ;  the  poor  man 
not.  haTiBg  it  all  to  pay,  though  he  paid  a 
good  part  of  it,  the  major  caused  the  clerk 
to  search  his  pockets^  and  finding  there 
three  shillings  Scots  more  than  what  he 
paid^  took  that  also.  Besides  these,  at  an- 
other court  day  there  were  five  and  twenty 
men  fined,  precisely  for  not  hearing,  some 
in  fifty  pounds,  some  in  twenty -five  pounds, 
and  about  twelve  married  women  in  six 
dollars  per  piece.  William  Alexander,  and 
William  Baird  in  Drips,  which  lies  in  Car- 
munnock,  but  pays  tiend  to  the  neighbour- 
ing parish  of  Cathcart,  because  they  re- 
fused to  be  elders  in  the  parish  of  Cathcart, 
to  Mr  Robert  Hnnick  curate  there,  were 
remitted  to  the  sherifi*  of  Lanark,  and  each 
of  them  fined  in  a  hundred  pounds.  And 
to  give  the  account  of  the  oppression  of 
this  parish  altogether;  upon  the  14th  of 
this  same  month  of  March,  — —  Somerwel 
of  Spittle,  as  sherifi^-depute  of  Lanark,  held 
another  court  in  Carmunnock,  and  fined 
some  of  the  former  a  second  time,  as  well 
as  a  great  many  others.  Thus  we  see  the 
miserable  circumstances  of  the  country, 
Claverhouse  and  his  deputes  in  the  south. 
Major  White  in  the  west,  Hallyards  and 
Meldmm  in  the  east  held  their  courts,  and 
particular  sheriffs  and  under-magistrates 
would  attack  the  very  same  persons,  and 
the  drcuit  court  heightened  aU,  so  nobody 
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almost  could  escape.  Miyor  White 
pursued  his  oommission  in  other  '"^' 
parts  of  the  bounds  committed  to  him, 
and  held  new  courts  at  Kilmarnock,  and 
pressed  the  bond  of  regularity,  as  we 
heard  last  year,  and  oppressed  either  by 
his  deputes  or  himself  all  the  particular 
parishes  within  his  reach. 

I  shall  only  give  one  instance  out  of 
many  which  lie  before  me,  attested  under 
the  gentleman's  hand,  who  is  yet  alive. 
Jasper  Touch,  surgeon  in  Kilmarnock,  was 
at  this  time  about  twenty-four  years,  but 
entering  upon  his  business,  and  had  lately 
set  up  his  shop.   Nothing  could  be  charged 
upon  him  but  nonoonformityt  When  called 
before  the  nuyor,  becauso  he  would  not 
depone  that  he  had  been  at  church  at  least 
eyery  third  Sabbath,  he  is  fined  in  nineteen 
pounds  steriing.    He  did  own  he  had  not 
heard  the  incumbent  Mr  Pollock  since  his 
settlement   there,    which  was  about  the 
space  of  a  year.    When  fined,  the  bond  of 
regularity  was  tendered  to  him;  and  be- 
cause he  could  not  sign  it,  he  was  sent  to 
prison  with  several  others.    Many  of  them 
paid  the  whole  of  their  fines,  and  got  out; 
but  Mr  Touch  and  seven  others  more  were 
kept  in  close  prison  fifteen  days.  He  got  out 
at  length  upon  paying  27  rixHdollurs,  which 
was  pretended  to  be  a  peculiar  favour;  and 
the  rest  got  out  upon    paying    diflerent 
sums,  as  they  could  best  agree.     They  had 
receipts  of  what  they  paid,  as  part  of  their 
fine,  and  were  liberate  without  taking  the 
bond.    But  within  a  little,  Mr  Touch  was 
again  attacked  by  Mr  Arthur  Hamilton, 
for  not  hearing  Mr  Pollock,  and  paid  to 
him  five  dollars,  and  half  a  dollar  to  the 
fiscal  of  the  court;   and  in  harvest  this 
year,  because  he  deserted  another  court 
then  held  for  pressing  regularity,  no  sooner 
did  he  appear  again  about  his  business,  but 
he  was  imprisoned  till  he  gave  bond  and 
caution,  under  five  hundred  mcrks  penalty, 
to  compear  when  called;   and  he  had  a 
dollar  to  give  to  the  clerk  for  writing  it, 
and  fourteen  shillings  Scots  to  the  keeper 
of  the  prison,  for  about  six  hours*  imprison- 
ment    These  minute  things  are  set  down 
to  give  some  view  of  the  great  incidental 
charges  sufferers  were  put  to,  besides  their 
I  fi nings  and  impri»onnv«iv\,    k^^  V)  yoX  >^(!i\^ 
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pmnoii*s  niffaringtall  together  in  this 
^^^  place.  Some  time  after  this,  lienten- 
anUoolonel  Buchan  held  a  court  at  Kiimar- 
nocky  and  Mr  Touch  not  being  penonallj 
apprehended  when  cited,  did  not  appear,  but 
was  forced  to  abscond,  and  to  leave  hit 
house  and  shop  to  the  care  of  his  appren- 
tice for  six  weeks.    In  absence,  he  was 
fined  in  fifty  pounds  for  noncompearance, 
and  in  a  vast  sum  for  absence  every  Lord's 
day,  since  Mr  Pollock's  coming  to  Kil- 
marnock.    His  servant  was  imprisoned, 
and  an  inventory  taken  of  all  his  house- 
hold furniture,  which  yet  was  not  very 
great,  and  all  that  was  in  his  shop.    The 
colonel  with  his  regiment  was  suddenly 
called  to  Glasgow,  and  the  gentleman  re- 
turned to  his  business  for  about  five  months. 
When  the  regiment  returned  to  Kilmar- 
nock, he  was  immediately  seized  and  im- 
prisoned :  no  small  interest  was  made  for 
him,  there  being  few  of  his  employment  in 
that   country.      The    colonel    refused   to 
liberate  him  till  he  paid  his  fine  for  non- 
compearance, and  his  nonconformity,  and 
until  he  took  the  test;  and  phiinly  told  his 
fKends,  that  one  great  thing  he  had  to 
charge  upon  Mr  Touch,  was  his  dressing 
some  of  the  rebels  after  they  were  sore 
wounded,  when  the  garrison  of  Newmills 
was  deforced.    However,  afterwards,  upon 
new  application,  he  allowed  him,  upon  suffi- 
cient caution,  under  the  penalty  of  a  thousand 
merks,  to  appear  before  him  or  the  coun- 
cil in  six  days'  warning  to  be  liberate;  and 
in  a  little  the  times  growing  easier,  he  was 
never  called. 

In  short,  major  White  was  most  rigorous 
in  his  exactions  throughout  all  the  shire  of 
Ayr.  A  person  of  honour,  a  8u£ferer  him- 
self, and  a  witness  to  what  was  done  at  this 
time,  writing  to  me  on  this  head,  says, 
•*  What  the  major's  commission  and  instruc- 
tions were,  I  will  not  determine,  or  whether 
he  exceeded  his  warrant;  but  the  method 
he  followed  with  poor  people  I  well  re- 
member. When  he  or  his  deputies  came 
to  a  parish,  a  roll  was  made  up  of  all  the 
heads  of  families,  which  the  curate,  if  he 
had  it,  was  not  unwilling  to  furnish.  Then 
all  the  men  and  women  in  every  family, 
were  iatenrogatc  upon  oath,  whether  they 
beard  their  ordinary  duly,  what  \\oum  ot 


field-oonventicles  they  had  been  at  since 
Bothwell,  &C.  And  then,  according  to 
their  confession,  they  were  fined  <u//i&tAraL 
Next,  as  to  the  time  to  oome,  the  bond  of 
regularity  was  put  to  them,  and  aoch  as  re- 
fused it  were  deeply  fined,  such  as  did  not 
compear  were  declared  fugitives^  and  quar- 
terings  were  ordered,  if  the  person  had  a 
house  and  lands,  and  in  those  quarteriags 
the  soldiers  committed  great  barbarities. 
These  courses  brought  a  vast  deal  of  money 
into  the  soldiers'  handl^  and  forced  many  to 
hear  the  incumbents  against  their  inchna- 
tions,  and  increased  the  aversion  of  the 
country  to  those  men,  who  were  more 
rigorous  than  the  soldiers  themselves." 

To  return  again  to  the  commissions 
granted  by  the  council:  upon  the  6th  of 
March,  they  grant  a  commission  to  Skene 
of  Hallyardsjust  in  the  terms  of  the  act 
mentioned  last  year,  and  of  the  same  nature 
with  that  given  to  Meldrum  and  White; 
and  so  I  need  not  insert  it  here.  It  extendi 
to  the  sheriffdoms  of  Stirling,  Lanark,  and 
Linlithgow,  and  the  bui^hs  within  those 
shires. 

Meldrum  meanwhile  was  very  busy  in 
executing  his  commission  within  the  limits 
appointed  him.     I  have  an  attested  account 
of  his  carriage  in  the  parishes  of  Mid  and 
West  Calders  in  March  this  year.     He  and 
a  great  friend  aud  servant  of  his,  Thomas 
Kennoway,  held  courts.     All  the  men  in 
the  parishes  were  summoned   to    appear 
under  the  penalty  of  &Ye  hundred  pounds, 
which  was  severely  exacted  in  case  of  ab- 
sence.    All  who  appeared  were  solemnly 
sworn  to  tell  what  they  knew  as  to  them- 
selves and  others.     Then  they  were  asked, 
if  they  were  at  Bothwell-bridge  or  Ayre- 
moss,  if  they  heard  Mr  Cargill  since  the 
year  1662,  if  they  heard  Mr  Cameron  or 
any  other  nonconformist  ministers,  or  were 
at  any  field-conventicles,  if  they  reset  or 
conversed  with  any  of  the  rebels,  or  had 
any  of  them  or  their  children  to  be  servants, 
or  if  they  had  furnished  any  horse  or  arms 
to  Bothwell-rising,  if  they  had  baptized  any 
of  their  children  with  presbyterian  minis- 
ters, if  they  knew  any  who  were  rebels, 
and  at  Bothwell,  or  any   who   furnished 
them  with  horse,  arms,  or  provision,  or 
\  T«%ft\  ^30^3  ^il  ^}(i^T!i.    \  Vvvf e  before  me  a  list 
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of  fines,  uplifted  at  this  time  in  those  two 
parishes,  too  lai^  to  he  insert  here.  Upon 
their  refusal  to  answer  upon  those  heads, 
or  own  guilt  in  points  of  nonoonformitj, 
some  are  fined  in  333  pounds  13  shillings  4 
pennies,  others  in  120  pounds,  others  in 
lOOmerks. 

March  20th,  the  council  give  a  commis- 
sion, in  the  terms  of  the  former  act,  to 
James  Crawford  of  ArdmiUan,  for  the  bail- 
iary  of  Carrick,  and  insert  instructions  for 
him  in  the  registers.  They  agree  entirely 
with  these  to  Meldrum,  and  major  White 
aboTC,  sare  that  the  fifth  and  the  seventh 
of  these  instructions  are  not  given  him,  for 
what  reasons  I  do  not  determine,  so  I  need 
not  resume  here  what  is  above. 

March  27th,  the  council  add  the  shire  of 
Nairn  to  the  commission  formerly  granted 
to  captain  M'Kenzie  of  Suddie,  with  full 
powers  as  aforesaid.  1  have  before  re-, 
marked  that  a  few  of  these  persons  who 
had  got  good  of  the  gospel  preached  by 
prcsbyterian  ministers  in  those  remote 
comers,  remained  and  kept  up  their  testi- 
mony against  the  removal  of  their  faithful 
pastors,  by  refusing  to  join  with  the  intru- 
ders upon  their  flocks ;  and  the  fewer  they 
were,  the  more  they  were  observed  and 
harassed.  We  shall  meet  with  the  laird  of 
Fowlis  attacked  by  the  council  thii  year. 

In  April  the  kLog's  letter  comes  down 
appointing  circuit  courts,  and  thanking  the 
oouncil  for  their  former  procedure ;  but  I 
shall  leave  the  account  of  those  circuits  in 
June,  with  the  papers  relative  to  them,  to 
a  section  by  itself. 

June  4th,  the  council  issue  out  a  proclar 
■nation  about  pedagogues  and  chaplains. 
We  find  that  it  was  an  instruction  to  major 
White  and  the  rest  of  them,  to  inquire 
where  any  unlicensed  chi^lains  or  peda- 
gogues were  to  be  found.  Very  probably 
they  sent  in  many  informations,  since 
abundance  of  such  were  in  the  west  and 
south.  And  it  was  a  very  good  outgate  to 
presbyterian  ministers  and  preachers,  to 
get  into  a  religious  gentleman  or  nobleman's 
house  under  such  hardships  as  were  at  this 
time  laid  on  them.  However  this  was 
crime  enough,  now  to  have  any  such  in  a 
family,  without  the  bishop's  license.  Ac- 
cordingly  the   proclamation    is   annexed 
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below.*     The 

that  whereas  notwithstanding  of  for- 
mer laws,  several  not  licensed  by  the  bishop, 
are  maintained  for  education  of  diildren, 

*  Proclamatian  about  pmlagoguett  Jung  461, 1688i 

CbarlM,  by  thegracs  of  God,  klnf  of  Gr«u 
Briuln,  France,  and  Irelaody  defender  of  the 
faith  :  to  maoers 

or  meeeengers  at  arnii,  our  iberlffii  in  that  part, 
coDJunetly  and  eeveraliy,  specially  oonstiUita^ 
greeting.     Forasmucli  ae,  in  Uie  whole  coarse 
of  oar  govemBMQt,  we  have  manifested  oar 
pious  and  princely  csre,  and  xesl  to  maintain 
and  promote  the  eacred  intereets  of  the  catab- 
lisbed  religion,  together  with    Uie  order  and 
unity  of  the  ehnrch ;  and  considering  tlie  danger 
arising  to  the  church,  to  religion,  and  to  our 
government,  by  the  undutiful  practicee  of  wome 
of  our  Bul^ects,  in  entertaining  dieaflected  and 
irregular  persons,  in  the  oAoBa  of  cha^aioe, 
pedagogues,  and  schocdmasters,  who  are  apt  to 
corrupt  and  poison  the  fianiiies  wherein  tliey 
serve,  and  the  children  whom  tliej  teach  and 
instruct,  with  the  principles  of  schism,  sedition, 
and  rebellion,  inetilling  Into  the  minds  of  our 
people,  (under  the  s]M)cious  colour  of  piety,) 
einful  prejudices  against  the  settled  religion,  and 
begetting  in  them  a  dialojiJ  avei^on  from  our 
authority   and  goTemmMit;    notwitiistanding 
that,  by  the  fourth  act  of  the  eecond  eeesiou  of 
our  first  parliament,  it  ie  statuted,  **  I'hat  none 
be  allowed  to  teach  any  eohools,  or  to  bcf  peda- 
goguee  to  children,  or  chaplains  In  anv  family, 
without   a  license  from  the  respecttTe   ordU 
naries ;"  and  that,  by  the  sixth  act  of  our  third 
and  corrsnt  parliament,  *'  All  such  pedagogues, 
schoolmasters,  and  chaplains,  are  appointed  to 
swear  and  sign  the  teet,  under  the  certification 
therein  contuned  :*'  as  also,  by  our  royal  pro- 
clamation, of  the  date,  at  Edinburgh  the  first  of 
March,  167G,  we  did  require  and  command, 
'*That  none  thereatler  enould  entotain  any 
schoolmaster,  pedagogue,  or  chaplain,  or  pereon 
for  performing  family  worship,  who  liave  not  a 
license  for  that  effect,  under  the  hand  of  the 
bisliop  of  the  respective  dioceee,  under  the  penal- 
ties therein  expressed."    And  now  being  in- 
formed,   tliat   some,    to   elude    the   lawe  and 
prodamatione  foresaid,  do  entertain  disaffected 
and  irregular  pereons,  for  teaching  their  chil- 
dren, and  orerseeing  of  their  learning,  manners, 
and  education,  or  exercising  fiunily  worship  in 
their  liouees,  under  other  names  and  deelgna- 
tions,  as  of  physicians,  factors,  chamberliuns, 
attendants,  or  ordinary  senrants,  whose  influ- 
ence in  corruptiag  the  youth,  and  deliauching 
of  families  from  their  duty  to  God,  and  to  us, 
is  most  apparent,  and  of  very  pernicious  conse- 
quence.    We  do  therefore,  with  advice  of  our 
privy  council,  etrictly  prohibit  and  discharge 
all  our  subjecU,  of  wliat  quality  soever,  to  enter- 
tain any  person  or  persons,  to  be  chaplains  in 
their  families,  or  to  be  governors,  teachers,  or 
instructors   of   their    children,    or    pupils,  or 
minors,  undor  their  tutory  or  curatory,  or  to  be 
schoolmasters  within  their  lands  or  jurisdictions, 
or  who  shall  perform  the  duties  and  ofiices  of 
teaching,    and    instructing   their    children,   or 
pupils,  or  minors,  under  their  tutfuy  or  ciira- 
toi^,    by  ovemceing  them   in   their    learning, 
manners,  and  education,  or  -w^  %VviS&  vsutx^vMi 
reVigbua  wot^^  \u  XViaVs  UxoSO^aa^   ox   iduiiL 
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under  other  deiignatioiiB,  as  phy- 
^^^  gacians,  &c.  The  conncil  dischargee 
all  to  perform  the  officea  of  teaching 
and  instructing  children,  or  to  do  the  work 
of  pedagogues  and  chaplains,  under  other 
designations,  except  such  as  swear  and 
subscribe  the  test  before  their  ordinary, 
and  have  his  license.  Noblemen,  if  thej 
contrayene,  to  be  fined  in  3000  merks,  gen- 
tlemen in  1:^00  merks,  buigesses  and  othen 
in  6(M)  merks.  J  shall  mako  no  remarks 
upon  tliis  proclamation. 

When  the  circuit  is  oyer,  and  they  had 
carved  out  more  work  for  the  council,  by 
remitting  such  as  they  had  no  probation 
aguiutit,  and  could  not  overtake,  to  be  tried 
at  Kdinburgh,  the  council  July  l^th  give  a 
new  commission  to  the  underwritten  per- 
sons to  make  inquiry  about  them,  vis.  To 
John  Boyle  of  Kclburn,  ArdmiUan,  Colonel 
Bucluiu  and  Captain  Inglis,  for  Ayrshire^ 
to  ( 'harles  Maitland,  governor  of  the  Bass^ 

perform  tbe  duties  belonging  to  the  pLM*et  or 
officeit  of  pedagogues  or  cbaplains,  under  tbe 
names  «ind  dc«i£n«tions  fM'eMidv  or  undrjr  what* 
MOGviT  utber  colour,  niune»  title,  or  deniguation, 
except  sucli  only  at  tball  siresr  and  subscribe  the 
test  I'oresaid,  before  their  respective  ordinaries; 
and  wlio  shall  be  allowed  bv  licenses,  under  the 
haiKis  of  their  rehpective  bishops,  for  performing 
and  oxiTcising  of  these  offices ;  certifying  all  those 
who  .shall  contemn,  or  contraTene  this  our  royal 
will  and  proclamation,  that  evsry  nobleman,  so 
offending,  shall  be  fined  in  three  thousand  merks ; 
every  gentleman  in  twelve  hundred  merks ;  and 
each  burgess,  or  other  aubject,  in  six  hundred 
nerks«  toties  auotieSf  as  they  shall  be  found  guilty, 
conform  to  tne  certification  contained  in  our  said 
proclamation,  dated  the  said  first  of  March, 
1G76,  and  shall  also  be  esteemed  persons  disaffectiM] 
to  the  established  religion,  and  to  our  royal  gov- 
ernment :  and  the  inagiNtrates  of  all  burghs  of 
royalty  and  regality,  are  discharged  to  permit 
any  schoolmasters  to  teach  scholars  in  their 
burghs,  except  they  be  qualified  as  aforesaid,  under 
the  penalty  of  being  pursued  and  punished  before 
the  council,  as  their  contempt  and  n^lert  shall 
deserve.  And  to  the  effect  our  royu  will  and 
pleasure  in  the  premises,  may  be  publicly 
known,  our  will  is,  and  we  charge  you  straitly, 
and  command,  that  incontinent,  these  oar  letters 
seen,  ye  pass  to  the  market-cross  of  Edinburgh, 
and  other  places  needful,  and  thereat,  in  our 
name  and  authority,  by  open  proclamation,  make 

}>ubliration  of  the  premises,  that  none  pretend 
gnorance.  The  which  to  do  we  commit  to  you, 
conjunitly  and  severally,  our  full  power,  by 
these  <iur  letters,  delivering  them,  by  you  duly 
execute,  and  indorsed  again  to  tlie  bearer. 

(!iven  under  our  signet  at  Ilolyrood-house, 
the  fourth  day  ofJune,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  eighty  three,  and  of  our  reign 
the  thirty  fifth  year. 
Per  aciitm  Ihminorum  srcrtd  Conrilii. 

//'///.  PalerM)u,  fl.  hecr.  ConcWW. 
(  Ucrd  ^ivc  the  king. ) 


Adam  Urquhart  of  Metdnim,  and 
Ilalyburton  of  Eagles,  for  East-Lothian,  to 
Sir  John  Whitford  of  Millton,  John  8kene  of 
Hallyards,  and  Captain  WUlian  CleUand  of 
Foecan,  for  Clydesdale,  to  Esekiel  Mont- 
gomery sheriff-depute  of  Renfrew,  snd 
Captain  James  Maitland,  for  tbe  shire  of 
Renfrew.  The  design  and  powers  of  these 
commissioners,  will  best  appear  froa 
their  commission:  they  run  all  the  ssns 
way;  and  J  have  inserted  that  for  tbe 
shire  of  Ayr.*    Rcmarin  upon  this  oom- 

*  Communonfor  Aifhhire,  Juijf  S8,  1683. 

The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council  crnisid- 
ering,  that  nvcral  heriten,  and  etben  within 
the  shire  of  Ayr,  and  joiiadletkuM  within  the 
same,  are  indicted  before  the  justices  for  the 
crimes  of  high  treason,  and  reeettlnr  of,  and  eoD- 
versing  with  rebels ;  andthedisti^  friHa  the  lev. 
eral  courts,  being  cMitlnued,  from  the  jutlioe-air 
that  was  to  be  held,  to  Edinburgh,  In  order  to  the 
dclinqoeiits  their  trial,  and  the  wItnaaeBserdsined 
to  attend,  yet,  through  the  witnesses*  abeeott^ 
the  trials  are  delayed  for  some  time.  And  the 
said  lords  having  resolved,  that  the  delinqoeots 
shall  be  brought  to  a  ^sady  trial,  have  thought 
fit,  hereby  to  give  and  grant  full  power  and  au- 
thority to  John  BoyI  of  Kelbnrn,  Jamea  Craw- 
ford of  Ardmillan,  Lientcnant  Colantl  Buehas, 
and  Captain  John  Inglis,  or  any  two  of  them,  to 
call  before  them  such  witnesses  aa  arc  contained 
In  the  Portsona  rolls  against  the  dalinqosats  of 
the  said  shire,  and  haill  Jorisdictioiia  within  the 
same,  or  any  other  witnesses  that  can  he  discor- 
ered  for  proving  the  crimes  for  which  they  are 
indicted,  and  to  examine,  or  eaiue  ezamiuo  thcsB, 
and  the  witneeses  to  sigii  their  depositions,  and 
if  they  cannot  do  It,  to  sign  themseivea  for  them ; 
and,  with  all  possible  diligenee,  to  TCtarn  the 
same  to  his  m^esty*s  advocate,  or  the  clerk  of 
the  justice-court ;  and,  for  that  effect,  to  cauM 
summon  the  said  witnesses  to  oonnpear  before 
them ;  and  in  case  of  their  abaence,  not  only  to 
amerciate  them  according  to  law,  but  to  appit- 
hend  and  Incarcerate  them,  until  they  give  sU 
obedience ;  and,  to  that  end,  to  affix  aud  hoU 
courts  at  such  convenient  places,  as  they  thiak 
flt,  and  to  create  all  members  of  coart  needful. 
except  the  clerk  who  is  to  beappoiDtod  by  the  dsri 
of  the  justice-court :  with  power  likewise  to  the 
said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  to  in- 
qaire  after  any  other  persona,  heritors  as  well  m 
others,  suspected  guilty  of  rabsUion,  €»r  reset  of 
rebels,  and  who  are  not  contained  in  the  Porte- 
ons  rolls,  and  to  examine  witness  against  thea, 
and  rejport  the  depositioaa  in  manner  foresaid. 
And  further,  the  said  commissiouera  and  their 
quorum  are  hereby  authorized  to  make  exact 
inquiry  anent  all  persons,  who  maliciously  sbs- 
drr,  contemn,  or  vilify  those,  who,  for  evid«iciii| 
tlieir  loyalty  to  his  sacred  majesty,  and  affectioci 
to  the  government,  have  taken  the  test,  or  other' 
wise  given  obedience  to  his  migesty*a  laws,  and 
to  send  in  an  exact  list  of  their  namea  and  desig- 
nations, and  the  probation,  to  his  mi^esty's  ad- 
vocate, to  the  eifect  they  mav  he  proeeedcd 
Rgaiuht  according  to  law.  And  the  said  com- 
m\«»\M\\«T%  %T«  to  ^ive  exact  obedience  herein, 

aA^  \«  T«\uTu  Kt«<^m»x  «ie»(»K^>»,%3k  mfurcmld,  ai 
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minion  are  needHeu.  Every  thing  the 
nmnagen  do,  proves  a  new  handle  to  them- 
■elveefiu' further  faanwaiDf  the  eonntr]r,and 
they  areevery  month  making  new  work  for 
themielvee ;  and  every  new  commitiion  they 
giro  oontauM  aome  new  oppriiBiTe  dauae, 
and  all  their  conuni«ionera  are  etill  empow- 
ered to  make  new  diaooveriea.  One  would 
tUnk,  that  after  four  yean'  work  up  and 
down  tho  ooiintjry»  aoch  aa  we  have  heard, 
and  so  many  eironiti  and  eommiasions^  any 
body,  b«i  a  set  of  people  who  delight  in 
oppression,  might  hare  been  at  the  bottom 
of  the  alleged  rebellion ;  but  it  was  their 
clement  to  be  oonti|iui|lly  finding  out  vez»- 
tions  to  the  poor  country.  And  we  shall 
find  them  just  now  seeking  more  occasions 
sgainat  poor  people,  and  applying  to  the 
king  Ibr  liberty  to  hXL  upon  more  extensiTe 
and  general  methods  of  reaching  all  who 
take  not  the  test,  and  oome  not  in  wholly 
to  their  nieasureSi 

I  find  a  letter  of  thanks  from  the  king, 
read  and  recorded  August  16th,  where  the 
render  trill  notice  how  acceptable  these  se- 
vere methods  were  to  the  bishops  and  cler- 
gy, and  it  seems  the  piimate  was  the  king's 
informer,  and  no  doubt  took  a  care  that  the 
new  aasuiances  of  his  majesty's  good  inten- 
tions to  the  clergy,  and  gratifying  them  in 
further  prosecutii^  courses,  should  be  insert 
The  letter  iaXUrm, 

"CharlbbIU 
**  Having  lately  received  an  account,  from 
the  lord  archbishop  of  St  Andrews,  of  your 
great  leal  and  prudence  in  managing  the 
croncems  of  this  church,  whereof  the  happy 
efleoCa  are  now  rery  evident,  we  are  there- 
with so  well  satisfied,  that  we  cannot  but 
return  you  our  hearty  thanks  tar  the  same, 
as  most  aoceptable  service  done  to  us.  And 
as  we  hare  upon  all  occasions  been  ready 
to  give  all  due  encouragement  to  the  orth<^ 
doz  deigy  in  the  fiiithfiil  discharge  of  their 
doty,  so  it  is  stUl  our  will  and  pleasure  you 
SoUow  the  same  wholesome  methods  you 
have  need  for  their  support  and  protection, 
wherein  you  may  rest  fully  assured,  we  will 
interjioee  our  royal  authority,  if  needful,  for 
rendering  such  methods  effectual,  so,  not 
doubting  of  the  continuance  of  your  zeal, 
we  bid  you  heartily  iarcweli." 


By  this  letter  and  their  success  so  i^oo 
much  boasted  of  against  the  perse- 
cnted  party,  the  managers  are  encouraged  to 
make  new  demands  upon  the  king,  and  crave 
a  prolongation  for  taking  the  test,that  so  there 
might  be  further  occasion  to  gain  their  ends 
up  and  down  the  country:  this  at  first 
Tiew  may  appear  fitTOunble  to  the  sufierers, 
but  it  proveid  not  so;  for  all  that  could 
comply  with  that  oath  were  already  come 
in,  and  by  this  proposal  they  had  room  to 
extend  it  to  a  great  Bumy  whom  by  the  act 
of  parliament  they  could  not  reach,  and  to 
go  on  to  their  banishment  and  other  sever- 
ities. The  best  view  of  this  matter  will 
be  had  firom  the  council's  letter,  the  king's 
answer,  and  proclamation  following  there- 
upon. The  council's  letter  bears  the  date 
August  2 1st,  and  contains  some  other  things 
anent  the  modelling  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace,  but  I  insert  the  whole  of  it  as  it  standSb 
"  May  it  please  your  migesty. 

^  By  the  38th  act  of  your  migesty's  first 
parliament,  it  is  declared  and  appointp 
ed,  that  the  justices  of  the  peace  within 
this  your  ancient  kingdom,  shall  be 
from  time  to  time  named  and  apppointed 
by  your  majesty  and  your  royal  successiHrs: 
and  there  being  vacancies  in  several  shirei^ 
by  the  death  of  several  persons  formerly 
appointed,  it  is  our  humble  opinion,  that 
your  majesty  tiiU  please  to  ratify  and  ap- 
prove all  the  nominations  of  the  justices  of 
the  peace  in  any  of  the  shires  of  the  king- 
dom, heretofore  made  by  your  council,  and 
to  empower  them  to  nominate  and  appoint 
justices  of  the  peace,  in  any  of  the  shires 
of  the  kingdom,  from  time  to  ti ^e,  as  occsr 
sion  shall  offer,  and  as  the  council  shall  see 
need.  Your  majesty's  late  act  of  indem.* 
nity  to  the  commoners  who  were  engaged 
in  the  rebellion,  and  guilty  of  reset  and 
interconununing  with  rebels  who  were  in 
the  rebellion,  having  had  great  and  good 
effects  in  reclaiming  many  to  their  duty 
and  allegiance;  yet  several  persons  have 
lost  the  opportunity  and  benefit  of  the  same, 
in  neglecting  to  take  the  test  before  the 
first  of  August  And  albeit  such  persons 
may  be  justiy  proceeded  sgainst  before 
the  criminal  court,  to  the  forfeiture  of  life 
and  goods,  yet  seeing  that  neglect  in  some 
of  them,  m\gVkt  \ie  ^)«ca«i»uK^  ^^DxwQ!^'^^^c^>^ 
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qaant  meetiiigt  of  these  appointed  by 
your  nugetty's  proohunation  foradminietra- 
tingp  the  teat»  and  that  the  mitigation  of 
deaenred  paniihment  ii  niitable  to  your 
inijctty*8  fijeat  clemency,  it  ii  oiur  humble 
opinion,  your  majesty  may  anthorize  your 
council  to  call  before  them  such  persons  as 
they  shall  see  cause,  and,  upon  sufficient  pro- 
bation, to  proceed  against  them  by  sentence 
of  banishment,  or  transportation  to  some  of 
your  mijesty's  pbntations,  or  continued 
imprisonment,  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
persoui  or  case  shall  deserve,  if  they  or  any 
of  them  shall  make  further  delay  in  taking 
the  test :  and  as  to  such  who  shall  be  de- 
sirous yet  to  take  the  test,  that  we,  or  these 
to  be  appointed  by  your  majesty's  council, 
be  authorised  to  administer  the  same  to 
them;  though  not  to  have  the  benefit  of 
an  indemnity,  yet  to  stop  and  sist  criminal 
process  against  them,  to  the  end  that  such 
of  them  as  your  majesty's  council  shall 
think  fit,  may  be  conrened  before  them,  in 
order  to  the  inflicting  of  lesser  punishments, 
by  fining  or  imprisonment,  as  they  shall 
see  cause.  And  in  regard  the  taking  the 
test  is  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  great  evi- 
dence of  loyalty  and  good  principles  in 
those  who  take  the  same,  that  your 
majesty  would  graciously  be  pleased  to  de- 
clare your  royal  will  and  pleasure,  that 
all  persons,  whether  heritors,  or  others,  who 
have  heretofore  taken,  or  shall  hereafter 
take  the  test,  before  the  day  of 

next,  shall  not  be  pursued  before  your 
council,  justice-court,  or  any  other  court 
or  judicatory  whatsomever,  for  the  crimes 
of  harbouring,  reset,  intercommuning,  or 
converse  with,  or  doing  favours  to  any 
rebels  forfeited,  or  declared,  or  registrated 
at  the  horn,  or  other  notour  rebels,  except- 
ing those  who  are  intercommuned,  with 
the  assassins  of  the  late  archbishop  of  St 
Andrews,  and  those  likewise  against  whom 
there  are  any  criminal  processes  already 
depending  for  the  said  crimes,  who  have 
already  refused  the  test,  and  such  who 
have  withdrawn  to  other  countries.  And 
in  respect  that  the  daily  calliog  up  of  wit- 
nesses to  this  place,  doth  occasion  consider- 
abh  charges  to  your  majesty,  we  have 
comioissionedseyeral  tit  persons  loexAiu\nc\^^^V^  \»  \^^  cwoN^^ksWi^vK^  our  priry 


witnesses  in  the  country  upon  oath,  in  the 
case  of  sudi  persons  as  are  tospected  of  the 
rebellion,  or  guilty  of  reset  and  convenie,  t-s 
hath  been  before."  The  council  condnde 
with  asking  his  nujetty'a  approbatioo. 
To  this  letter  an  answer  comes  from  the 
king,  which  needs  not  be  insert  here  st 
laige,  since  it  is  just  a  resumption  of  the 
words  of  the  above  letter.  He  remits  it  t» 
the  council  to  choose  justices  of  the  pcaos^ 
and  grants  power  to  administrate  the  test 
until  the  first  of  March  oisuing,  and  orders 
strict  prosecution  of  the  refusers  after  that, 
and  approves  the  commissions  and  instmo- 
tions  granted  for  taking  delarations  ef 
witnesses.  And  next  day,  September  20th, 
the  council  emit  a  proclamation,  continuing 
the  diet  for  taking  the  test,  until  the  first 
of  March  next,  which  being  short  I  insert 
''Forasmuch  as  it  being  represented  unto 
us,  that  some  of  our  commons  have^  through 
ignorance,  or  want  of  frequent  meetings  of 
those  appointed  by  our  late  proclamatioa, 
for  administrating  the  test,  lost  the  benefit 
of  our  indemnity,  and  considering'  that  the 
time  formerly  allowed  unto  them  was  very 
short,  we  have  thought  fit,  as  a  further 
evidence  of  our  clemency,  with  advice  of 
our  privy  council,  to  continue  the  diet  for 
their  taking  the  test,  until  the  first  of  March 
next,  for  indemnifying  them  for  ever,  as  to 
their  resetting  and  intercommuning  with 
such  as  were  in  the  rebellion  1679,  excepting 
such  as  have  reset  and  intercommuned 
with  the  assassins  of  the  archbishop  of  i^t 
Andrews,  or  seditions  field-preachers,  or 
such  who  were  any  way  accessory  to  the 
late  conspiracy;  requiring  all  sherifls, 
magistrates,  Stewarts  and  others  in  office, 
strictly  to  search  for,  after  the  said  day,  and 
to  punish  with  all  rigour  that  our  law  fiill 
allow,  all  such  as  will  refuse  this  our  last 
offer  of  mercy.  But  if  any  are  or  shall  be 
apprehended  before  their  making  application 
for  obtaining  this  our  favour,  we  declare 
they  shall  have  no  benefit  thereof.  And 
further,  we  declare,  that  the  heritors  who 
have  taken  the  test  at  the  late  justice-airs, 
are  thereby  secured  as  to  their  lives,  if  they 
have  only  been  guilty  of  reset  and  inter- 
communing: but  yet  nevertheless,  tbey 
shall,  after  the  first  of  November  next,  be 
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eoundl,  and  to  such  arbitrary  pnniahment 
as  they  shall  think  fit  to  appoint,  according 
to  the  specialities  of  their  cases  and  guilt : 
declaring  hereby,  that  their  sentences  being 
inflicted  by  them,  shall  indemnify  them  as 
effectually  as  if  they  had  a  special  pardon 
and  remiasion  from  us  under  our  great  seal 
And  we  do  allow  those  intrusted  by  our 
priTy  council,  to  take  the  declarations  of 
witnesses,  against  those  who  have  been 
suspected  of  being  in  the  late  rebellion,  or 
guilty  of  reset  and  interoommuuing ;  pro- 
Yidii^  always,  that  there  be  no  process  in- 
tented  on  these  or  any  other  declarations 
and  depositioiis,  until  our  advocate  find 
snflKdent  matter  of  dittay  therein.  Our 
will  is  therefore,  that  these  our  letters,  Jcc." 

This  proclamation  gives  new  occasion  of 
a  general  pressing  of  the  test  upon  all  sus- 
pect persons,  and  every  clause  in  it  almost 
secures  the  arbitrary  power  of  the  council 
and  mansgers,  and  gives  them  plain  enough 
footing  to  enrich  themselves  with  the  spoils 
of  heritors  and  others ;  and  the  very  taking 
of  the  test,  secures  only  the  lives  of  the 
heritors,  but  does  not  save  them  from 
council-processes.  Thus  this  proclamation 
was  a  new  handle  for  persecution. 

There  is  not  much  further  offers  this 
year,  ixpon  the  subject  of  this  section,  and 
it  is  high  time  to  draw  to  an  end  of  it 
Among  other  infringements  made  at  this 
time  upon  the  law  and  the  liberty  of  the 
subject,  the  royal  burghs  were  very  badly 
used  through  much  of  this  period  1  am 
giving  the  history  of;  and  their  privileges, 
ratified  in  parliament  many  a  time,  were 
now  enervated  and  overturned  by  the 
council  at  pleasure. 

I  only  give  one  instance  in  the  town  of 
Linlithgow,  one  of  the  ancientest  burghs  in 
the  kingdom :  the  magistrates  were  not  so 
forward,  as  the  clergy  and  some  others  in- 
clined, to  violent  poor  people;  and  there- 
fore a  commission  is  granted  to  the  earl  of 
Linlithgow  by  the  council,  with  ampler 
powers,  I  may  say,  than  the  magistrates 
themselves  had ;  and  indeed  his  power  did, 
upon  the  matter,  vacate  theirs.  I  shall  give 
an  account  of  this  encroachment,  as  it  stands 
in  the  registers.  September  11th  the 
council  renew  their  commission,  granted 
November  1682,  to  the  earl  of  Linlithgow, 


because  the  provost  and  magistrates 
of  Linlithgow  have  connived  at  and  ^^''' 
neglected  persons  guilty  of  disorders,  and 
authorise  the  eari  of  Linlithgow,  Lord  Li- 
vingstone, and  their  deputes,  to  have  a 
cumulative  jurisdiction  within  the  said 
burgh,  for  putting  the  laws  in  execution. 
When,  in  a  little  time,  those  people  named 
by  the  council,  were  engrossing  all  the 
power  belonging  to  the  magistrates,  and 
some  debates  arose  about  persons  who 
had  been  attacked  first  by  the  magis- 
trates, the  council  dedare,  September  25th, 
**  That  the  lord  Livingstone,  as  having  a 
commission  of  cumulative  jurisdiction,  as 
likewise  his  deputes,  have  undoubted 
power  to  judge  solely  all  persons,  when 
they  are  the  first  attackers,  and  also  such 
persons  who  have  been  judged  and  tried 
inadequately  by  the  ordinary  magistrate,  or  ■ 
omitted  to  be  judged  by  them,  when  the 
ordinary  magistrate  hatJi  done  first  dili- 
gence." So  that  these  commissioners  of 
council  were  quite  eversive  of  the  power 
of  the  royal  burghs.  And  to  complete  all, 
and  take  off  the  odium  of  this  imposition 
upon  the  burgh,  December  7th,  "  The 
council  appoint  the  lord  Livingstone  pro- 
vost of  Linlithgow,  in  regard  the  former 
magistrates  did  not  exercise  their  jurisdic- 
tion against  ecclesiastical  disorders,  and 
that  there  are  now  wanting  in  that  town  a 
provost,  bailie,  and  six  counsellors;  and 
the  earl  of  Linlithgow  and  lord  Living- 
stone, are  appointed  to  proceed  vigorously 
in  the  exercise  of  their  commission." 

That  I  may  give  all  come  to  my  hand 
anent  the  oppression  of  this  town ;  by  some 
extracts  from  their  registers,  I  find,  that  in 
October  1681,  the  whole  town-council 
took  the  test  to  advisement,  only  Alex- 
ander Miln  provost,  the  earl  of  Linlithgow, 
and  lord  Livingstone  counsellors,  and  James 
Glen  bailie,  took  the  test  upon  their  knees ; 
and  it  would  seem  this  was  the  occasion 
of  these  methods  afterwards  taken.  At 
Michaelmas  1683,  provost  Miln  refusing  to 
accept  of  being  provost,  the  council  ap- 
pointed as  above.  And  from  this  time  to 
the  revolution,  the  liberties  of  the  burgh 
seem  to  be  quite  taken  away.  At  least  I 
find,  September  18th,  1686,  there  is  no 
election  as  nsuai^WX  %\ft\.\«c  Ic^rn^^^  \tvn:^ 
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emincil  produced,  showinjr,  that  hiR 
'  ^^'"^  jtajtidy  hftd  probibited  all  elections  in 
n>yal  bui^^  at  thiv  time,  and  anthoriied  the 
preKent  magistratet  and  ronncil  to  continue 
in  tbeir  oflice.  And  upon  (^ober  Ifitb, 
that  same  year,  a  letter  oomef<  from  the 
privf  council,  naminf  both  mafpstratea  and 
town-council,  and  the  lord  Li?ing«tone  is 
named  proTOSt  And  ^^tember  fif3?d,  1667, 
another  letter  is  produced  from  the  privj 
oouncil,  renewing  the  prohibition  of  any 
netr  election,  conform,  as  they  say,  to  a 
new  letter  from  his  majesty  for  this  effect. 
Thus  we  tee,  that  tlie  fbnndations  were 
laying  for  many  years,  under  the  dnke  of 
York's  management,  for  the  total  subrer- 
■on  of  onr  liberty  and  religion  under  his 
reign,  which  was  rery  near  to  be  fully  ao- 
comi^ished,  had  not  a  signal  providence 
brought  about  the  happy  reTolution.  And 
I  do  not  question  but  the  same  methods 
were  taken  with  other  royal  burghs  through 
the  kingdom,  though  the  particulars  are 
not  eome  so  fully  to  my  hand  as  in  this 
instance. 

About  the  same  time,  to  help  on  the  ex- 
ecntiou  of  those  commissions  and  oppres- 
sions I  find  the  garrisons  are  filled  again 
with  soldiers.  September  I'^tli,  the  council 
recommend  to  general  Dalziel,  to  order 
that  company  of  foot,  under  the  command 
of  captain  John  Dalziel,  and  the  company 
of  dragoons  now  in  Galloway,  commanded 
by  captain  Straclian,  to  be  placed  in  gar- 
rison in  Dumfries,  Ketloch,  l^lston,  Bul- 
lagan,  Lockerboan,  and  the  house  of  Mon- 
nigafF,  or  snch  of  them  as  shall  be  found 
most  convenient,  and  to  continue  till  fur- 
ther order.  Those  effectually  carried  on 
the  porsecutiou,  and  were  most  sCTerc 
against  all  nonconformists. 

In  Novenibor  a  commission  is  given  to 
colonel  John  Budian  for  Ayrshire,  much 
in  the  terms  of  the  act  of  council  lost  year 
for  commissions,  inserted  above.  And  No- 
vember 29th,  commissions  ore  given  to 
gentlemen  in  several  shires  in  the  south 
and  east,  to  attack  heritors  who  had  not 
given  satisfaction  at  the  justiciary-courts, 
for  their  converse  with  rebels.  Their  com- 
mission follows.     "  The  lords  of  his  ma- 

jpsty*8  privy  council  considering,  that  se-  I  crrful  his  ucrMi  miiJMity  hath  bwi  «inrp  lii^ 
rcml  heriton  and  others  wilbiu  l\\c  *\i\te»\Wv^l  T«wc%.\S«ft^ w  «v^<^retsfn(  all  eenTrnti- 


of  Rozburgb,  Selkirk,  PeeUes^  Berwick, 
Stirling,  and  stewartriee  of  Ririccudbright 
and  Annandale,  and  jurisdiction  witkiu  the 
same  precincts,  wer«  indicted  before  tbt 
justices  for  crimes  of  high  treaaon,  aud  r^ 
set  and  convene  with  rebels ;  aud  the  diets 
from  the  several  circuit  courts,  being  con- 
tinued from  the  plaoes  where  the  justi- 
ciaries were  held,  to  Edinburgh,  in  order 
to  the  delinquents  their  trial,  and  the  wit- 
nesses ordained  to  attend,  yet,  through  the 
witnesses*  absence  the  trials  are  delayed. 
The  said  lords  having  resolved,  that  the 
delinquents  shall  be  broogbt  to  a  speedy 
trial,  have  thought  fit  to  give  and  grant 
full  power  to  the  persons  underwritten,  ia 
their  respective  jurisdictions,  rir.  for  the 
shires  of  Roxburgh,  Peebles,  Selkirk,  and 
Berwick,-  to  the  sheriffs  of  the  respective 
shires,  Mr  Charles  Holm,  Adam  Urquhart 

of  Meldrum,  Kiddel  of  Haynii^ 

Henry  Ker  of  Gredin,  or  any  two  of  them. 
For  the  shire  of  Stiriing,  to  the  sheriff  of 
Stirling,  Mr  Archibald  Stuart  lieutenant- 
governor  of  Stirling  castle,  Mr  Colin  Msiy 
kenrie  brother  to  the  eari  of  Senforth,  and 
John  Erskine  ensign  of  the  saiiA  castle- 
For  the  shire  of  Dumfries,  and  atewurfry  ef 
Kirkcudbright  and  Annandale,  to  the  re- 
spective sheriff-deputes  and  Stewarts,  csp> 
tain  Inglis  and  captain  Dalriel,  and  thp 
laird  of  Lagg,  to  coll  before  them,  &&  si 
in  the  commission. 

Thus  we  see  how  active  the  council  wera 
this  year  in  granting  powen,  and  the  com* 
missioners  and  soldiers  were  no  less  rigw- 
ous  on  their  part.  There  were  no  field-con- 
venticles now  till  Mr  Uenwick  came  Advi 
Holland,  and  the  few  house-con ven tides 
were  severely  sean*bed  after,  and  punished 
Accordingly,  the  magistrates  of  Bdinburgh, 
December  19th,  emit  an  act  of  theirs  against 
conventicles,  wherein  they  promise  sixty 
pounds  to  such  as  discover  any  conventicle^ 
and  twelve  pounds  to  stieh  as  diaoover  any 
person  who  keeps  not  the  churt^fa.  The  Act 
is  singular,  and  I  have  insert  it.*     iioir 

*Act  Magistraiei  of  Etiifibnr::h  <t*ainiH  tf»»w*M/:- 
cies,  JMc.  IWA.  1H88. 

11)«  which  day,  fi»rnKmiirh  m  the  lotH  fmv^^ 
bailirs  and  counr.il  of  Kdinhurgh.  lidiinc  m 
their  (lerioua  coiisifl^ratiun,   how   zralom  hmJ 
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§tr  they  were  foUowed  at  Glaigow  and 
other  burghs  I  do  not  knoir,  but  it  ii 
probaUe  others  took  the  same  way.  I 
come  now  to  more  particdar  instanoea  of 
hardships  this  year. 


SECT.  II. 

Ofdke  mjfhingM  qf  same  partiadar  gmtie- 
men^  nmiiiterf,  and  others,  this  ^ear 
1683. 

As  I  hare  done  in  some  of  die  former  yesJw, 
so  hens  it  ia  pMper  to  diadngnish  between 
tliese  who  suffered  only  in  their  liberty  and 
goods  before  the  ooondl^  and  soch  who 
soflered  in  their  life»  or  at  least  were  staged 
for  their  liTes  before  Ae  justiciary.  I  shall 
leave  the  last  to  the  following  section,  and 
here  give  some  account  of  the  hardships 
aome  ladies^  gentlemen,  ministers,  and  others^ 
oame  under  this  year,  just  in  the  order  of 
time  as  they  offer ;  many  of  which  I  diall 
gi?6  from  the  books  of  council.    But  I 

clcs,  unwarnmtabte  nwetliiffi,  aud  conTcntloiu 
of  fab  MiM«0ta,  witkia  thii  kingdom*  Iff  mrwwl 
limdable  laws  and  aoU  of  parliameQt  bdmIo 
against  tbe  isom  :  and  aho,  that  by  the  aeren- 
temth  aet  of  the  third  amtoo  of  hir  mijeity'a 
aeeond  parUament,  it  it  upreaaly  aUtate  and 
ordalaoa  *'  That  all  maglsiratea  or  burgbt  royal 
Aall  call  before  them,  all  tueh  aa  are  burgeaaea, 
tm  ahall  be  guilty  of  Icaeping  oonTentieles,  and 
proceed  afsinat  tliera  by  fining,  or  otbernrUe, 
acceffdinpf  to  law,  and  that  th^y  make  an  ac- 
eionnt  or  their  diligence  to  bie  Boajeaty'a  privy 
ooonell,  and  that  they  be  careful  in  putting 
their  acta  to  due  execution  agalnet  tbe  Keepers 
of  eonventidee^  aonform  to  the  tmat  and  poirer 
eooraUttod  lo  tben,  and  that  an  aucountof  tbeir 
proeeedinga  be  returned  ycarlv  to  liis  migcttT*8 
privy  oooudl,  upon  tbe  first  day  of  July,  unaer 
tlie  pain «f  600  meriu,  for  each  year^  faille." 
They  therefore,  being  sensible  of  the  duty  and 
trust  committed  to  them  by  his  majesty  and 
eifttatee  of  parliament,  and  that  it  is  absolutely 
ncoeamry  for  his  mi^leaty'a  service,  and  for  the 
peaceable  and  quiet  goTernment  of  the  good 
town,  and  that  all  effectual  means  be  taken  fur 
oappresaiog  of  coBTentielce  within  the  dty  and 
prtTllem  thereof,  which  tends  so  much  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  public  worship  of  God,  to  the 
oeandal  of  tlw  fefbrmed  religion,  and  hthe  reproadi 
of  hia  majesty's  authority  and  government;  and 
also,  that  the  slow  progress  hitherto  made,  in  dis- 
co vrring  and  suppressing  oroMiventieles,nnlawfdl 
baptisms  and  marriages,  and  entertaining  of  in- 
terconmnued  and  vagrant  persons,  did  proceed 
from  this,  that  there  was  no  due  encouragement 
or  reward  promieed  and.  allowed  to  each  persona 
aa  should  discover  any  conventiclee,  or  unwmr- 
ranuble  meetings  within  this  city  and  privilegee 
thereof,  do  therefore  nnanlmomly  atatnte  or  or- 
dain, that  any  person  who  shall  dheover  any  eon- 
rentide  that  sha))  he  kept  within  the  said  city  or 


most  obaenne  hei^  that  this  year  die 
ceonctl  is  sothroog^  that  a  j[nat  many 
of  the  partioolar  persona  befiDve  tiien,  unless 
it  bepaopLs  of  aOBM  rank,  are  rsnitted  to  the 
committee  for  pohlioaffidrs,  and  they  are  ap- 
provennextdiqF  upon  their  verbal  report,  at 
least  their  prooeedings  are  bat  TBTf  nirely  inr 
sorted  in  the  couBoil-register;  andthis,asit 
makes  some  accounts  of  persona  before  the 
council  shorter  and  darker,  so  it  altogether 
daprives  me  of  a  good  many  narratives  of 
worthy  persons  brought  to  no  small  trouble 
at  this  time. 

January  ith  the  reverend  Mr  Michael 
Potter  is  beforo  the  council,  and  they  send 
him  to  the  Baas.  This  excellent  person 
was  after  the  ravolution  minister  at  Dum- 
b]ain»  and  died  there  lately  in  a  good  old 
age,  after  all  his  sore  sufferings.  It  is  only 
a  short  hint  about  him  1  meet  with  in  the 
registers,  and  thereforo  I  shall  here  insert 
a  lai^ger  account  of  the  troubles  he  under* 
went  in  this  period,  from  a  narrative  sent 
me  from  his  worthy  son  minister  at  Kippen. 

privileges  thereof,  or  unlawful  baptisms  and  mar- 
riagea,  and  entertalnldtr  of  Interoemmnned  and 
rtmnt  persons,  to  any  of  the  magistrates 
within  the  same,  eo  that  the  said  conventlde  be 
attnany  attacked,  and  seised  upon,  and  found  in 
the  phkDo  discovered,  and  that  the  eaid  unlawful 
baptisms  and  marriages,  and  the  entertaining  of 
intercommuned  and  vagrant  persons,  be  in- 
stmeted,  the  aald  persons  discoverers  shall  have^ 
for  their  reward,  ior  each  oonventide,  unlawful 
baptism,  or  marriage,  or  the  entertaining  of  anv 
interoommnned  and  vagrant  person  that  shall 
liappen  to  be  discovered^  the  sum  of  threescore 
pounds  Scots  money :  and  whosoever  shall  dla- 
cover  any  persons,  whoee  residence  is  In  the 
country,  that  come  to  the  city  fo  Inrk,  and  ab- 
aent  themsdves  from  their  owu  parish  churches, 
and  withdraw  fVom  the  public  worship  in  the 
dty,  shall  have,  for  each  person,  twdva 
pounds  for  their  pains :  aud  lit  regard  that  the 
lord  provost,  bailies,  &c  intend  a  vigorous  exe- 
cution of  his  msjesty's  good  laws,  against  separa- 
tion and  withdrawing  from  the  established  pub* 
lie  worship,  they  do  nerrby  require  all  tbe  dtl- 
zens,  and  other  inhabitants  whatsoever  In  the 
said  buifh  and  jarisdietiona  thereof,  duly  to  at- 
tend the  puUio  ordinanceaand  worship  ;  certify- 
ing all  such  as  shall  absent  themselves,  or  with- 
draw therefrom,  that  they  shall  be  impartfadly 
fined  asoordiag  to  law.  And  for  eneouragement 
of  these  who  shall  delate  any  person  so  with- 
drawing, who  are  not  contained  In  the  lists  given 
up  to  the  magistrsass  by  persons  authorised  for 
that  effect,  shall  have  six  pounds  Scota  insUntly 
paid  unto  him,  providing  always  the  person  or 
persone^  so  dedared,  be  convicted  gulHjr  of  with- 
drawing, as  aforesaid.  And  ordmn  this  preeent 
act  to  be  proclaimed  in  the  city  by  tuck  of  drum, 
and  printed,  that  none  pretend  ignorance 
(God  w««  ^2ba  V2Ail.^ 
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The  episcopal  ckify  did  early  dia- 
^^^  cover  thair  pemcudagqiiritagaiiiit 
bim.  In  tha  yaar  1664^  when  governor  to 
the  laird  of  Dundaa  hie  children^  the  presby- 
tery  of  Linlithgoir  caused  sonunon  him  once 
and  again  before  them,  becaiue  he  had  not 
taken  the  oath  of  allegiance.  And  it  appears 
by  extracts  from  their  presbjrtery-registers, 
that  in  the  year  166/i,  he  was  summoned 
again  before  them,  because  he  did  not  attend 
the  meetings  of  their  preabjrtery.  He  passed 
his  triab  1673^  before  some  preabyterian 
mimsters,  and  some  time  thereafter  he  was 
privatdy  ordained,  upon  a  call  from  a  great 
body  of  people  of  the  preabyterian  persua- 
sion in  the  parish  of  St  Niuians.  Upon  this 
a  sore  peneontion  aroae  against  him,  at  the 
instigatioa  of  bishop  Ramsay  of  Dumblain, 
and  he  was  hunted  aaa  partridge  in  the  wil- 
derness; but  he  still  oontinued  preaching  as 
he  could  have  aeoess,  till  the  year  1677, 
when  scarce  finding  shelter  any  where,  he 
went  over  to  Holland  for  some  months. 
When  he  returned  the  storm  broke  out 
against  him  with  double  fury ;  yet  having 
obtained  help  of  the  Lord,  he  continued 
preaching  in  the  midst  of  hazard,  till  the  be- 
ginning of  the  year  1670,  and  then  he  again 
retired  to  Holland.  When  he  returned  next 
year,  fresh  orders  were  issued  out  ugainst  him, 
and  parties  went  daily  in  quest  of  him 
yet  he  was  still  preserved  from  their  hands, 
till  November  1 68 1 .  He  was  apprehended  at 
his  own  house  in  Borrowstonncss,  by  the 
laird  of  Bedlormie  governor  of  Black- 
ness, and  carried  prisoner  to  Ediiibiu'gh, 
where  he  continued  prisoner  a  good  u  liilv. 
Nothing  could  be  laid  to  his  rliar^^o  save 
his  preaching  the  gospel,  and  fulfilling  the 
ministry  he  received  from  Christ  Jesus. 
By  the  registers  1  find  him  before  the 
council,  January  4th  this  year,  where  he 
acknowledged  he  had  kept  house-conventi- 
cles, and  refused  to  engage  to  forbear 
preaching  the  gospel  in  time  to  come,  and 
therenpon  the  council  send  him  to  the 
l)ass,  where  he  oontinued  two  years.  In 
the  year  1685,  his  friends  prevailed  to  get 
his  confinement  in  the  Bass  altered  into  an 
act  of  banishment,  under  cantion  of  ten 
thousand  merks  not  to  return  without 
Hc&ose.  He  had  three  months  aiU>wed  him 


twre  the  carl  of  Aigyle  landed,  and  an  em- 
baigo  was  laid  on  all  ships,  and  he  eouM 
notgetofiT.  Thus  his  going  again  to  Hol- 
land was  prevented,  and  by  the  advice  of 
his  cautioners  he  continued  aa  secretly  as 
he  could,  till  the  liberty  1687. 

That  same  day,  January  4th,  John  How, 
chamberlain  to  Sir  William  Primrose  of 
Carring,  being  delated  for  frequenting  many 
conventicles,  and  not  compearing,  is  de> 
nounced  and  put  to  the  horn.  And  because, 
as  the  register  has  it,  he  is  notour  in  his  dis- 
order%  and  a  debaocher  of  people  from  their 
duty,  the  council  recommend  it  to  the  genend 
to  bring  him  in  prisoner,  and  to  aend  out  a 
party  in  quest  of  him,  and  if  they  miss  him, 
that  tliey  secure  his  goods  for  the  king's  use. 

January  27th,  Sir  John  Harper,  sheriff- 
depute  of  Lanark,  is  imprisoned  in  the 
castle  of  Edinburgh,  upon  suspicion  of 
treason,  that  is,  correspondence  with  some 
of  the  persecuted  party.  I  know  no  mora 
about  it,  but  what  offers  in  the  regiaten. 
It  seems  he  continued  in  prison  till  April 
6th,  when  no  proof  could  be  found  agaiast 
him,  and  then  I  find  the  cotincil-miDute 
run,  **  Sir  John  Ilarper  of  Cambusnethan, 
prisoner  in  the  castle  of  Edinbuixh  for 
corresponding  with  several  intercommuaed 
persons,  who  were  in  the  late  rebeUioo, 
upon  his  petition  to  be  liberate,  his  peti- 
tion is  granted  under  a  bond  of  ten  thou- 
sand pounds  sterliog,  to  answer  when 
called,  to  tlie  premises,  or  any  other  crime 
Uid  to  Ills  clmrge/*  This  gentleman,  for 
any  thing  I  hear,  was  abundantly  reguUr, 
only  was  not  so  violent  in  prosecuting  the 
poor  suflering  people,  as  some  persons 
would  have  had  him. 

The  council  write  up  a  letter  to  the  se- 
cretary, that  a  remission  may  be  sent  duwu 
to  Thomas  (.-unningham  of  Montgreuton,  in 
the  shire  of  Ayr.  Tliis  gentleman  had 
been  seized  by  ArdmilUn,  a  little  at't<*r 
Bothwell ;  and  if  his  declaration  may  bear 
weight,  vile  methods  were  taken  with  him, 
to  witness  against  the  lord  Bai^eny,  duke 
Hamilton,  and  others.  By  the  register^ 
December  4th,  1679,  I  find  .a  letter  from 
tlie  king  to  Uie  council,  declaring,  "  That 
Ardmillan*s  diligence  in  taking  Montgre- 
nan  is  very  acceptable,  and  he  will  reward 


to  prepare  for  his  remoTal.    At  that  ]\mo-\Vx.     Xiv^  Kv^m^S^axL  Vaxiu^  delivered  him 
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to  be  examined  by  the  priry  oomiril,  tihe 
kiiig  exoners  the  taid  ArdmlDan,  and  «p- 
proves  his  Uking  of  Montgreiiaii,  md  keep- 
ing him  prisoner  in  his  house.*  I  know 
no  further  in  this  affidr,  save  what  is 
in  Mpntgrenan*s  declaration  before  die  ooon- 
dl,  August  Idthy  1681,  which  hath  been 
more  than  once  printed,  and  contains  in 
Substance,  "That  ArdmiHan  used  rarious 
ways  to  bring  him  to  accuse  my  lord  Bar- 
geny,  as  having  corresponded  with  Cnn- 
ningham  of  BedUne,  was  at  BothweU, 
and  of  a  letter  to  Mr  John  Welsh,  with  one 
from  duke  Hamilton  inclosed  in  my  lord 
Bargeny's,  inciting  them  to  that  rising. 
And  after  he  was  instructed  what  to  say, 
;^ud  how  to  support  it,  he  come  before  the 
earl  of  Murray,  lord  Halton,  and  others, 
aud  declared,  as  Ardmillan  instrocted  him, 
ithaf  he  had  otttn  of  his  own  life  and 
estate,  the  gift  of  a  forfeited  estate  worth 
forty  pounds  sterling  a  year,  or  as  much 
pat  of  Earlston's  estate,  if  he  would 
himself  swear  and  get  his  servant  to  join ; 
that  my  lord  Bargeny  sent  tbe  above  letter 
with  one  from  duke  Hamilton  to  Mr  Welsh, 
while  in  the  meantime  all  this  was  absolute 
untruth,  and  he  had  never  apoken  to  Bai^ 
geny,  nor  seen  his  writ;  for  which  be 
declares  his  hearty  sorrow,"  as  the  paper 
Itself  more  folly  bears.  For  any  thing  I 
know,  Montgrenan  continaed  in  prison  till 
this  year,  and  got  a  remission. 

Upon  the  dlst  of  the  same  month,  I  find 
some  gentlemen  and  ministers  attacked. 
The  council  order  citation  against  the  can- 
tioners    of  Stuart   of   Cnltaees, 

Hamilton  of  Monkland,  Mr  John  Osborne, 
and  Mr  Hugh  Crawford,  to  exhibit  them 
conform  to  their  bond.  We  have  heard, 
that  worthy  gentleman  Sir  Thomas  Stuart 
of  Cuhness  took  on  him  a  voluntary  ban* 
ishment,  and  now  the  managen  resolve  to 
have  his  estate.  We  shall  meet  with  the 
laird  of  Monkland  afterwards.  As  to  the 
6ther  two,  I  hare  no  more  about  them, 
iaTe  a  hint  just  now  to  be  insert  as  to 
Mr  OsburtL 

About  the  same  time,  the  reverend  Mr 
John  M'CvtUigen  is  sent  to  the  Bass,  and  a 
new  train  of  his  safferings  begins,  and  I 
shall  here  givd  all  1  have  fturther  concern* 
ing  this  excellent  perwn.     We  left  him 


Ubente  after  Bolliwell  «pon  a  bond, 
wherahi  Sir  Hvgfa  GHBpbell  of  CtoU '^^ 
der  was  oautioiier.  Towards  tbe  end  of  the 
last  year  he  was  cited  befoTO  the  oonacil,  and 
appeared  st  thia  time.  I  shall  •gire  what 
passed  from  a  narratife  extracted  out  of 
his  own  diaiy,  in  his  worthy  aon'a  hands. 
When  before  the  oounoi],  there  was  a  long 
libel  read  by  the  derk,  wherein  he  was 
ehaiged  with  keeping  convontieles,  iiro- 
gnlar  marriages  and  baptisBt;  and  being 
desired  to  answer  for  himself,  he  began  a 
discovrse,  bat  was  very  soon  intemipled. 
The  reaaoa,  as  he  waa  afterwards  interned, 
was,  that  the  worthy  Mr  Fiaaer  of  Brae, 
seitie  time  before^  in  the  praaence  of  ihe 
duke  of  York  and  cowicil,  had  bonic.  testi- 
mony to  the  troth  in  »  disooorae^  with  so 
madi  advantage  to  the  canae^  and  apphwse 
to  himself,  that  the  prelates  and  liheir  party 
were  afraid,  if  Mr  MHHUigeii  and  others  of 
his  abilidea  should  be  aUowed  to  apeak 
pablidy,  bystanders  would  be  undeceived, 
and  even  aaembers  would  see  ground  to 
lay  by  their  harsh  thooghls  of  presbyterian 
mnusten,  and  the  aspersums  of  their  ws&t 
of  parts,  disloyalty,  and  tenacionsBess, 
would  be  found  to  be  like  the  beasts'  skias, 
wherein  the  primitive  Christiana  were 
sowed  up,  that  they  might  be  worried. 
The  eouacil  luiving  stopped  him,  required 
him  to  answer  simply  to  the  libel,  either 
by  owning  or  disowning  what  was  tbevein 
contained,  and  because  they  bad  no  proba- 
tion, remitted  it  to  his  oath.  A  great  many 
falsehoods  were  in  the  indiotinenti  such  as 
his  keeping  field«oonventiclei^  his  baptiaiug 
children  to  David  Monro  in  Obsdals^  and 
others  who  never  had  any;  yet  l^  ob- 
served many  truths  in  it»  auoh  atk  his  bap- 
tixing,  preaching,  (though  not  at  fieid^x^u. 
vcnticles,  whereof  there  was  no  need  in 
the  shire  of  lioss,)  aj»d  .finding  no  man 
obliged  to  aouuae  hiouielfia  matters  which 
the  law  had  made  oriminal,  ,he  sefiMsd  to 
depone  on  that  libd^  andsei  was  holden  as 
confessed,  and  fined  in  five  thousand  nierks, 
and  sent  (o  the  tolbooth  till  he  should  pay 
it»  and  find  bail  that  he  should  not  do  as 
fonneriy,  under  the  penalty  «^  £▼!»  thou- 
sand merks»  or  enact  himself,)^  relieve  out 
lef  the  kiogdoQiy  never  to  ns(ui;a.  till  be  ob- 
tain hift  m»^ci^'%\kanwa«    KsA.  >^  k:^^^- 
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keener  wMondbred  to  niae  an  adj^adir 
^^^  calacmagaiiitthii  lands  in  HoM.  And 
yet  aome  higli*AMiB»who  vece  abaentfrooi  tbe 
450iincil  that  anfrtiny,  thonf ht  thair  manaaraa 
were  toio  amooth  against  Bdr  M'GiUigcn, 
and  attempted  a  aantenoa  of  «noth«r  nature, 
under  which  Tiew  8ir  William  PMenon 
was  sent  to  the  prison,  to  examine  any 
prisoners  who  heard  Mr  M'Gilligen  preach, 
and  were  acquainted  with  him,  and  to  ex- 
piscate  any  thing  in  puhlic  or  private  he 
had  let  fall,  which  might  he  reckoned  or 
stretched  to  treason ;  yea,  liberty  was  pro- 
mised to  such  as  would  testify  any  thiag 
of  that  nature.  But  after  all  the  trial  he 
could  make,  8ir  William  had  the  candour 
to  show  his  employers^  that  Mr  M'Gilligen 
was  entirely  loyal  in  his  principles,  and 
that  upon  all  public  occasions  he  still 
prayed  most  fervently  for  the  king. 

He  continued  some  time  in  Edinburgh 
prison,  and  was  a  true  Barnabas^  the  aon 
of  consolation  to  many  there,  yea,  the 
jailors  themselves  appeared  grieved  when 
lie  w^  removed  to  the  Bass,  where  he 
continued  some  year^  1  think  till  the  year 

His  diary,  of  which  I  have  but  short 
hints  sent  me,  by  which,  il*  1  might  be 
allowed  to  judge,  the  church  appears  at  a 
loss  that  more  of  it  is  not  published,  dis- 
c-overs many  sweet  days  of  communion 
with  bis  Master,  ho  bad  in  that  barren 
rock.  During  his  former  imprisonment, 
ill  the  year  1678,  he  records  great  enlaige- 
ineut  lie  had  in  wrestling  and  prayer.  The 
piou:i  reader  will  make  a  hint  or  two, 
under  his  second  oonfinement,  welcome,  in 
his  own  words. 

"^  Bass,  October  15th,  1683,  this  hath  been 
a  day  of  gladness  of  heart  to  me,  the  Lord 
Has  pleased  to  let  out  abundantly  of  his 
i  loly  Spirit,  convincing  of  sin,  confirming 
me  io  the  assaranoe  of  pardon,  oomforting 
mo  in  the  hopes  of  mercy,  and  deliverance 
to  myself  aud  family,  and  to  his  oppressed 
people  and  interest. 

"Bass,  October  19th,  the  felt  joy  and  sense 

of  the  former  day  hath  continued  since 

with  me,  my  soul  dwelt  at  ease  without 

any  burden  or  weight.     This  day  was  a 

brother andirieud  io  the  former,  wherein u 

the  lord  did  communicate  liimaclf  by  en- \ 


largiflgmy  hearty  aeltang  my  apiri^  and 
teeatbing  upon  sne  with  a  fuU  f^.  My 
graces  vers  in  exeidae^  hia  ftith  and  hope, 
and  meekness  of  apirit  acted  their  pai%i. 
My  heart  with  cheerfulaeaa  said  unto  the 
Lord,  than  art  my  holy  one,  nsy  only  one, 
my&irand  pleasant  one;  thy  OYansoming 
love  hath  mastered  mcu  My  hope  aad  eir 
pectation  of  deliyerance  far  npyaelf  aad 
others  was  aoafiBaed«  'in  the  snoout  of  the 
Lord  it  shall  hf  aeen.'  Thia  to|^  of  the 
rock  was  to  me  a  Paaici,  where  tha  Lard*a 
&ce  in  some  measure  was  aeoi." 

"Bass,  Novembeiv-l68;j^  thia  waa  a  4^ 
of  sweet  outfourittf  of  the  iSpirity  I  hope 
good  will  follow.  Many  sweet  asid  appo* 
site  places  of  scr^turs^  both  in  i«adi^g  ami 
prayer,  was  I  trystsd  with,  ooncenis^ 
myself  children,  the  people  aad  woik  «f 
Ood,  aad  enemies.  The  daughter  of  fiabf^ 
Ion  will  come  down  and  sit  in  tha  dust^ 
there  will  be  no  throne  £»r  her.  Hsr 
nakedness  will  be  uncovered,  Ten^geaace 
will  overtake  her,  he  will  not  meet  her  as 
a  man.  She  trusts  in  her  wickedaesi^ 
desolation  will  suddeidy  come  upon  her; 
but  the  Lord  will  place  aalvafcicm  in  Zioa 
for  Israel  his  glory. 

*"  Bass,  September  23d,  1684,  thia  day  Iget 
my  heart  poured  out  before  the  Lord,  for 
the  distress,  destruction,  and  desolation  of 
the  land,  and  for  the  ruin  and  overthrow  of 
his  interest.  The  Lord  will  have  merey 
and  heal,  recover  his  own  gloiy,  reform  his 
churcli,  restore  his  ordinances,  puf|fe  fab 
servants,  and  cause  sacrifice  to  he  offered 
in  righteousness  to  himself.  The  Lord 
will  send  the  rod  of  his  strength  out  of  Zioa, 
he  will  rule  in  the  midst  of  his  enemies,  he 
hath  drunk  of  the  brook  in  the  way,  and 
therefore  hath  lift  np  his  head,  and  is  exalt- 
ed &r  above  all  prinoipalitiec  and  powen. 
He  vrill  strike  with  his  right  hand,  and  with 
it  bring  back  the  ark  and  the  gloiy,  and 
cause  the  days  of  joy  and  gladness  to  be  ac- 
cording to  the  days  of  sorrow  and  sadness 
we  have  seen." 

Such  were  the  comforts,  the  hopes,  ex- 
pectations and  exercises  of  this  saint  of  Ood 
upon  whom  the  Spirit  of  God  and  gloty 
rested.  Multitudes  of  passages  might  be 
added^  but  these  may  suffice  to  let  ns  in  to 
«e«,  X!^X.  VN\^  Ocrax^  ^  V!>uns9^  ^adl  in  this 
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land  in  jMrtiediMr,  4t  ki  the  4ebt  «r  tiMi« 
wQi/ihj  Mdreratfe  I  im  •damg'  nnie  JwtlM 
to  mibk'W9^ntft«tiftcie^f/iriiettim»Bf 
to^ii*  momnom  fUlh  ind  troth,  not  ^rfj  for 
tWir  fttClem  «iii  OMmple,  Imt,  wliSeh  Ss 
loM  oU<iwtdt#»r4hemMiy  Mki  and  ^rttyen 
theflMblcd^  andMt  ki  the  iNudc  of  iMttven. 
Awl  iMrica ao  fiMtiea 4wt lh» wrolfltUm, 
ftttd  the  >freiidciM  piwideiieei  ttnee,  and  the 
gwad  doM  bf  <Ms  gMpel,  asd  to  be  done, 
aro  la  'fUrt  llie  Ihuta  of  the  many  daya  of 
paayftr,'  wnktSsng^  ectHaiy  fiwtingi^  T^  ^ 
secret  thaakaglVfaig^  and  prtue,  by  the  pef- 
mmm  h  aiU'ttoir  aeoonnting  for,  in  prisons, 
iBvaeksi  ivMM^  inottBtflns  «nd  their  hidings 
andifanisiiB|ra, 

iBatJoMtira.  While  Mr  M«G«igen  m 
thwoaptoyedy-attd  in  the  Baas,  sunaMms 
oTttdjcdieetieii  wasmised  against  the  ssnli 
ioljfMBt  hehtd  m  Bms,  M  boHs  of  teat 
forhieiM.  This  obliged  hfai  with  to  oeme 
aovth^  and  petMon  the  privy  eonneit  fibe 
rsfreeoalsd^^he  WBsthe  only  minister  of 
tli»  kingdsas  srhose  fine  had  been  ezaeted, 
thntAehndanuMerons  teiily,  and  litfle 
to  «whitaM  theaa,  Ihnt  the  affairs  of  her 
faasily  ware  eBseed&ngly  impaired  by  the 
longiaiprisonmentef  her  hosbandi  and  that 
thsPsAws,  oat.  of  compasMou^  Hiey  would 
put  n  sls^ie  the  smnBons."  The  lords,  by 
tfa#  iflfcHMSt  of  the  kird  of  Tarfaet,  since 
call  of  tinnarly,  who  had  %  great  regard 
for  Mf  MHsiUigen,  neomraended  her  cane 
to  the.lard  tri—Hiisr,  and  n  stop  was  pat 
tothofipo, 

Mr  M'lUUigen  oontinned  in  the  DaM, 
until  he  fell  dangaionsly  sick,  wherenpon 
he  pe^kiened  for  liberty  to  eome  to  aeham- 
ber.ki  Gdinhaigfa,  till  he  should  racofer; 
whiflh  was  gnntsd  by  the  btefist  of 
the  fiMrementioaed  person.  Afterwards 
thej.  wore  applied  to  ibr  liberating  hia 
fronkiaooDfiBMunent^  which  was  gnntsd: 
but  that  day  the  oonncil  waa  in  snob  a 
huny  that  the  not  was  not  snbscribed; 
whoaeqpon*  second  petition  was  offered, 
and  ydiop  Peterson  being  that  day  prsei- 
dent of  the  ODuunittee^  all  thatoould  be  ob- 
tained waa  the  foUowiii^  act  ''At  Bdln* 
bui^h»  Jidy  STth,  liifie,  the  kris  of  the 
committee  of  his  oMfjesty's  privy  oonncil  for 
public  affairs,  having'  eonsidared  an  address 
nodo  by  BAr  John  AHiilligen   prisoner, 


oennnd  'in  Ms  wisrtber  flt  Bdni-  ^ 
bnipi,  suppNcntiBg,  that  n  regaitl  a 
raffiner  order  of  covMsi  fer  nb  ubenition  lUld 
not  taken  eftot,  nnd -that  lie  slfiDoobtfaities 
under  grent  sidkneesi,  orders  nuglitlwgHuited 
for  his  liberty,  do  herrfiy  Isdre  eiT  Ike  said 
restraint  and  eoBfinenient,ln  regnrd  he  hss 
^oond  eaution  to  nppear  before  the  eodndl, 
tiiefrst  eounoQ  4ky  in  Noveniber,  or  to 
enter  i^^idn  to  his  conffnement  as  fownerly, 
under  tlie  penalty  of  8000  awrio.  fixtxnct- 
ed,  Sec**  Upon  this  he  ventured  home,  to 
the  unspcahaMe  joy  of  his  old  hesren,  who 
flocked  to  him  from  all  comers.  And  hfs 
sore  gravel  oontmnii^  witfi  him,  upon  a 
declaration  of  phyncrans,  his  liberty  was 
enkiged  to  am^tiier  dsy,  and  before  that  day 
eh^psed,  the  knig^  fiberly  I687,was  gnmted. 
During  that  time,  m  meeting^onse  wtk 
built  on  hia  own  ground,  and  his  heam^ 
gave  him  s  competent  maintemmce.  IKb 
had  an  laritation  to  the  town  ef  S^n  at 
this  lime,  but  relksed  It  At  the  revolttdbn 
he  was  invited  to  Inverness,  and  with  the 
eonsent  of  his  people,  and,  that  he  ra^ifht 
have  the  beneilt  of  phyrfdans,  he  went 
tiiither,  and  preached  a  little,  but  his  gravel 
increaskig,  he  was  confined  to  his  bed,  anil 
was  under  ftdl  assurance  of  fiuth,  bst  in  his 
dying  honrs  qwke  bnt  Kttle,  having  been 
so  pnblidy  nseAU  to  his  liA^  and  entered 
into  the  Joy  of  his  Lord  Jnne  Bth,  1669,  and 
was  bmried  there^  the  war  then  rwnaininy 
in  Ike  eomitry  he  eonld  not  bo  transported 
to  Alves. 

Thus  he  got  cleanly  off  the  stage.  Ho 
WM  the  only  aunister  in  the  province  of 
Ross,  who  at  the  first  assault  opposed  hinu 
aelf  to  prelacy.  Mr  Hogg  of  Ktltsim  was 
of  the  same  sentiments  with  him,  but  had 
been  laid  aside  sonm  time  before^  and  Mr 
Thomas  Rosa,  minister  at  Kincardm,  havki^ 
oontinned  at  his  chaif^e  sosse  time  after  the 
establishment  of  prekhcy,  owed  his 
them  to  a  meeting  with  Mr 
and  Mr  Hugh  Anderson  kept  his  kirk  at 
Cromarty  for  some  years  before  ke  broke  oft 
In  short,  it  was  in  Mr  M'Gilligen'e  bonoe 
at  his  last  rsleasement,  that  that  worthy 
man  Mr  Angus  M'fiean^  formeriy  episoqial 
minister  at  Inveness,  did  preach  his  n;* 
eantatioB  acrmon  to  a  nuflserona  and  splen- 
did audvtorv.fram)^  iLia:Yi*^\>'5a-*>6s^MA.i 
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itisMMttobeaaklto  God,  I  bave 
^^^^  iMraechutianiiaiit,  I  wmnoC offend 
any  more.  That  which  I  am  not,  teach 
thou  me;  if  I  have  done  iu^tj^I  wiU  do 
80  no  more."  This  ie  ell  the  aooouot  I  oen 
give  of  thu  excellent  men. 

'  February  8th  John  Hamilton  of  Gilken- 
deugh  if  fined  by  the  council  in  8000 
merlcB,  for  hie  lady'e  being  furevent  at  houee« 
oouTentidet,  though  nothing-  wai  to  be  laid 
to  the  gentleman'e  chai]^  Only,  iteeem8» 
in  a  former  prooese  nueed  agaiatt  her,  he 
bad  become  caution  for  her  good  behaviour.* 
Upon  the  12th  of  the  aame  month,  the 
council  deprive  that  known  great  man.  Sir 
John  Dabymple  of  Stair,  of  his  bailiary  of 
the  regidity  of  Glenluoe^  and  fine  him  in 
500  pounds  steriing,  and  order  him  to  the 
castle  of  Edinburgh  till  he  pay  it.  This 
act  is  made  upon  a  complaint  tabled  against 
him  by  CUverhouse,  but  the  reasons  of  the 
aet  and  the  complaint  are  not  recorded. 
And  next  council  day,  Mr  John  Osbum, 
late  minister  at  Kirkoswall,  appears  before 
the  council,  and  is  libelled  for  keeping 
house-conventicles.  lie  acknowledges  his 
preat;hing  in  houses ;  and  the  council  allow 
him  his  choice,  either  immediately  to  re- 
move off  the  kingdom,  or  to  enact  himself 
not  to  keep  conventicles  under  the  pain  of 
5000  merks,  and  he  chooses  the  last. 

This  month  of  February  the  sufferings  of 
John  Archer,  formerly  mentioned,  begin 
afresh.  We  left  liim  lurking,  his  children 
ill,  and  he  scarce  having  the  liberty  of 
seeing  them.  I  now  come  to  give  what 
further  relates  to  him.  Before  his  children 
fully  recovered,  he  himself  at  this  time  fell 
ill  of  tlie  gravel,  and  when  in  this  case,  and 
uiiaMc  to  flee,  a  party  of  Ikdcarras*  troop 
came  and  made  him  prisoner.  After  they 
had  Koarched  the  house  for  arms,  and  found 
none,  one  of  the  soldiera  said  to  John,  "  1 
think  it  Ktrange  that  3rou  who  seem  to  be  a 
sober  peaceable  man,  put  yourself  and  us  to 


«  Mra  namilton  was  the  sixth  daun^hter  of 
Jamra  Hamilton  of  WMt-port.  Her  husband 
was  the  renrMentative  of  the  aucient  and  once 
powerful  family  of  Fyiiuart ;  and  also  of  the 
Himily  of  EvBfidale,  wnoae  banner  he  carried  as 
tn»  of  the  ohief  m<Himers  at  the  funeral  of  tlie 
duke  of  Uothes,  lord  hieh  chani^llur  of  Siwt- 
ItfiJ,  i4ug.  Had,  1081.     Auderaou*s  llamlltons 


ao  msck  tioidik^  and  all  for  not  skewing  the 
presaat  miniitev^"  adduig;  UM  be  ooold 
have  peaoe  and  qwet  to  haar  a  jeaait  for    | 
Bona  little  tiao.    MrAmhsr  wiOihiaasutl     ; 
modesty  replied, " I  kn^w  nat  what  itkto 
yoU|  but  to  no  tfaia  is  matter  flf  oofttOMfle.** 
When  thoy  were  leavingtha  faoua^tbe    . 
aoUiers  wora  not  ior  canyiag  mmj  Ma 
Arohar*s  wife  and  tka  amklj  childf«n,  bat 
only  himself  j  but  the  mnsaanmu  wfaoeame 
with  the  party,  one  Wylie,  waa.  paaitive  to 
have  the  mother  likawiae  to  fraoa^  andshe 
could  not  leave  the  cfaildras  behind  bar, 
having  nobody  to  look  after  tbemu    .Whea 
he  insisted  on  it^  one  of  the  dxa^oona  Mid 
to  him  in  his  rough  way,  ^  Tke  4avil  du^ 
yoiu*  back  in. two,  Sir,  hav<o  y^Ni  »  eoach 
and  six  bocses  for  her  and  tho  children?'' 
The  other  answered  with  ouninif,  ^  U  she 
ahould  be  trailed  on  a  sledgv,  aha  shouU 
go;"  which  waa  the  fellow'a  ordinary  by-    ' 
word,  when  taking  honest  people  to  pcisoo,     j 
and  very  soon  came  to  be  his  own  caae.  ikmt     , 
time  after,  Wylie  having  taken  a  gentle-     ( 
man  prisoner,  went  with  him  to  a.puUic     , 
house  near  by»  in  Clnnie  in  the  pai4h  ei     ^ 
KiugUssie,  to  see  the  civil  buainess  en     | 
which  he  was  apprehended  aooommodsUi    '  ( 
with  the  parties  concenied.     When  tWy     \ 
were  not  like  to  agree  the  matter.  Wybc     ^ 
threatened  him,  and  made  a  great  sputter, 
and  among  other  expreauons  had  this,  **  The 
devil  take  me,  if  I  carry  him  not  to  tke      ] 
tolbooth  of  Cowpar  this  night."     The  gra-      I 
tleman's  servant,  a  young  hardy  felkm-,  toM      i 
him  Tery  roundly,  he  should  not  take  his 
master  there ;  whereupon  the  other  gSTe 
him  a  blow :  the  servant  runs  strait  to  s 
smith's  shop  near  by,  and  getting  a  cat 
of  iron,  made  at  Wylie,  and  a  scuffle  csnueil 
wherein  Wylic*s  back  was  broken,  and  they    , 
were  obliged  to  get  two  sledges,  tie  them 
together,  and  lay  him  across   them,  aad 
carry  him  to  his  own  house  not  hr  oA', 
where  in  a  little  time  he  died.     This  rebri- 
bntion  both  of  peniecation  and    prafaar 
swearing,  1  have  well  attested   by  hvias; 
witnesses,  otherwise  I  had  net  iaeert  it  w 
particularly. 

To  return,  Mr  Archer,  his  wife,  and  fire 

small  children,  the  eldest  not  ten  years  ef 

s^,  were  carried  to  Kirkaldy  prison.  Next 

\^'^>  ^«  \fc^^«n\.  ^  ^<^  Vjvku.  hearing  ol 
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It  Mvwitfi  UlMrnte  tiie  mother  wn4  the 
fimts ;  jei  not  tfiH  eautioii  wbb  fbuod,  Uy 
'O  i^oBsible  p^novis,  the  thovld  prewwt 
nmlt  to  the  ^eriff  when  oaUed,  under  the 
lanhy  of  8000  merics. 
J»hn  Areher  ky  in  prison  ibont  three 
seke^  and  then  wae  oarried  into  the  tol- 
ietii  of  Edinboi^  or  Canongate,  and  waa 
flkt  day  broQgbt  before  a  oommittee  of 
VBcil,  where  nothing'  oonld  be  kid  to  his 
ai^  but  mere  nonconformity.  In  a  day  or 
Ni  he  was  brought  to  the  eonndl-house, 
d  though  the  oonndl  was  sitting,  yet 
ichout  any  further  examination,  or  any 
Muid  giren,  he  was  sent  to  the  iron4iouse 
the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh,  and  laid  in 
9  frons  seventeen  days.  This  sererity  he 
li'  surprised  at,  being  without  libel  or 
Btence  intimate  to  him;  and  when  he 
tmed  hie  friends  inquire  into  it,  no  reason 
old  be  found,  but  his  not  giving  bishop 
ttHet  his  titles,  who  was  preses  of  the 
msbittee.  He  continued  in  prison  fiiU 
e  months,  after  he  was,  through  moyen 
ed  by  his  friends,  liberate  from  the  irons ; 
utr  this  he  was,  without  any  condition, 
erate,  by  means  of  a  south  country  gen- 
mam,  whom  he  had  no  acquaintance  of; 
t  it  seems  he  was  one  who  had  a  great 
loe  for  Mr  Archer's  brother,  Mr  Thomas 
writer,  whom  we  shall  just  now  meet  with. 
[Wr  this,  this  good  man  had  some  respite, 
d  set  np  to  follow  his  trade  at  Leslie; 
it  in  a  few  months  his  persecution  began 
afai,  and  for  a  whole  winter,  he  lay  but 
!>  nights  at  his  own  house.  Sometimes 
die  night  he  would  come  to  hb  houses 
id  work  a  little  at  his  employment,  the 
iking  of  candles,  and  earn  somewhat  for 
i'innily,  but  in  the  morning  he  behoved 
ittire,  and  hide  himself.  Thus  he  con- 
Mltd  till  the  rigour  of  the  persecution 
ickened. 

Blarch  8th,  I  find  a  process  intented  be- 
D»'the  council,  against  Andrew  Uerron 
<:iKarroohtree,  mentioned  before.  Ko 
wn  offers  to  me  but  what  is  in  the  regi»- 
rtf  and,  by  comparing  what  is  above 
ith  thb  I  am  going  to  insert,  it  seem^ 
Sit  when  interoession  had  been  made  in 
a.Y/ery  favourable  caae,  for  a  remission  as 
>.lds  Ufo  and  ests^,  tha  managers  wanted 
fine  from  him  before  he  is  dismissed* 


Aoeorlingly  *A«drew  HemMi  of 
Kerrochtree  in  GaUowny,  compears,  ^^^ 
sad  is  libelled  for  being  at  house  and  fieU* 
cooTeBticleSy  and  intereommuniag  with,  and 
rssettinif  his  son  Patrick  Herroi^  a  ring- 
leader at  Both  welL-bridge^  and  his  son-in-law, 
who  had  been  likewise  there.  The  lorda  of 
his  majesty's  privy  council  fine  him  in  6000 
merks,  and  i^pomt  him  to  lie  in  prison  till 
he  pay  it  And  March  17th,  the  csah^keeper 
reports  he  has  paid  his  fine." 

Upon  the  16th  of  the  same  months  Mr 
John  Philip,  late  episcopal  minister  oi 
Qneensfeny,  turned  out  for  refusing  the 
test,  appean  before  the  counciL  He  is  ]i« 
belled,  *«  That  in  Febniaxy  last,  publicly  in 
the  parliament-house,  he  asserted,  that  the 
duke  of  Albany  was  a  bloody  man,  and  a 
grtet  tyrant,  and  waa  distasteful  to  tho 
subjects;  that  the  king's  advocate  and 
bishop  of  Edinburgh  were  bloody  and  cruel 
men,  and  he  hoped  ere  ,long  to  see  theni 
suffer  for  it ;  as  also,  that  the  eari  of  Ar- 
gyle  was  unjustly  forfeited,  and  that  thero 
was  no  law  for  forfeitiqg  him.  By  all 
which,  the  said  Mr  Philip  bath  most  malir 
dously  endeavoured  to  raise  foars  and  j^alr 
ousies  in  the  minds  of  his  mi^iesty's  sub- 
jects." Witnesses  were  adduced  to  provo 
the  fiu^ts,  and  the  lords  of  council  fine  tho 
defender  in  8000  pounds  sterling,  and 
ordain  him  to  be  carried  to  tlie  prison  or 
the  Baas,  during  hia  life;  and  declare  if  be 
do  not  pay  the  said  sum,  within  the  space 
of  fifteen  days,  that  they  hereby  ordain  tho 
advocate  to  pursue  him  before  the  justices 
for  his  life.  1  know  no  more  about  hinii 
but  next  council-day,  Hugh  WallAi;e  casli* 
keeper  gels  an  order  to  seize  all  his  books 
and  papers. 

March  22d,  *'The  council  beipg, in- 
formed, that  the  hidy  Caldwell  and  her 
daughter  are  imprisoned  for  kecking  of 
conventicles,  they  ordain  them  to  be  tcanfr- 
ported  to  Blackness."  And .  Dj99em|N;r 
6th  this  year,  the  council  have  a  petition 
presented  from  Jean  Muir  4au^hter  to  the 
kte  kird  of  Caidweli,  cravis«r^  *"  That' JiW 
ty  may  be  granted  her  to  abide  i^  of  the 
caaUe  of  Blackness^  tiU  ^  6xfi  tm^ 
of  February  n«xt."  Hor  petition  ii  gnunl* 
e4  «pan ,  c^i^i^QV^  .  lind^t.  Ihj^  t^f^^i '  '^ 
1000  merks,  xW  %\m  «\»&i  M9wt  ^^A^b^ 
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nen   that   daf,   or  appear  before 

the  council. 
This  h  what  I  haTe  obeerved  m  the  re- 
gisters,  relatiTe  to  theae  two-ezeellent  gen* 
tlemen ;  but  I  have  a  farther  aeconnt  of 
the  guilbringa  (jt  that  mn^uhirly  religious 
gentlewoman,  the  lady  Caldwell,  from  a 
peivon  of  honour,  and  a  near  relation  of  that 
worthy  Ikmily,  which  cornea  in  property 
here,  though  it  be  but  a  rery  small  part  of  the 
hardships  this  pious  lady  and  her  Ihmily 
underu'ent  We  hare  already  heard,  how 
her  husband,  the  laird  of  Caldwell,  was  fbr- 
ftited  in  absence,  as  being  accessory  to  the 
rising  at  Ptonthmd,  though  might  be  haTe 
adventured  to  appear,  he  could  easily,  be- 
fore equal  judges,  hare  Tindicated  himself; 
but  the  open  iniquHy  of  the  thnes  made 
him  rather  abscond,  and  so  sentence  passed, 
and  his  lands  were  giren  to  general  Bal- 
sief.  This  honourable  and  excellent  gen- 
tleman died  in  exile  under  tSus*  unjust 
sentence,  and  left  his  lady  and  four  orphans, 
with  no  subsistence  suitable  to  their  quality. 
The  hidy,  whose  sufferings  began  at  this 
time,  was  Barbara  Cunningham,  daughter 
to  that  singularly  religious  gentleman,  Sir 
William  Cunningham  of  Cunninghamhead, 
in  the  shire  of  Ayr.  She  had  a  doTiTy 
allotted  her  out  6S  the  lands  of  Caldwell, 
snitcd  to  her  rank ;  but  having  unhappily 
neglected  to  lake  infeftment  before  the  foi> 
feitnre,  she  was  most  cruelly,  with  her  four 
children,  turned  out  of  her  right,  and  forced 
to  live  without  any  visible  maintenance,  ex^ 
cppt  what  her  own  and  her  Tirtuous  chil- 
dren's industry  procured,  and  yet  none  of 
them  were  ever  troublesome  to  any.  When 
she  was  living  peaceably  in  her  nndowhood 
at  Glasgow  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  she 
fell  under  a  piece  of  most  malicious  violence 
and  unjust  persecution.  The  circumstan- 
ces of  her  lodgings  must  be  narrated,  to 
make  the  story  intelligible.  Her  house 
Mas  upon  the  east  side  of  the  Saltmarket, 
towards  the  foot  of  it,  in  a  timber  fore-land, 
with  windows  called  shots,  or  shutters  of 
timber,  and  a  few  inches  of  glass  above 
them.  Cue  night,  as  the  provost  and 
bishop  tell  the  story,  a  person  in  a  house 


lady  Ciildweirs  Todgrags,  a  minister  preach- 
ing  there.  Whereupon  the  informer  went 
straight  to  provost  Bams,  a  iealoiis  perse- 
cutor iji  presbyterians,  to  please  fiia  jwtron 
the  archbishop.  The  provost  iniinefiatelr, 
upon  the  lame  and  seenungly  filse  infbr- 
matiou,  sends  for  and  causes  unprison  the 
lady,  with  three  young  gen^wtfmien  her 
daughters,  in  the  tolbooth  of  Glasgow, 
without  any  probatioa  or  oonivictiob  of  a 
ftulr,  and  only  upon  the  singto  information 
of  the  abovesaid  person,  w&ich  mlgtit  have 
been  justly  suspected  of  malice'  imd  fiJse- 
hood,  since  the  matter  of  fact  above  narrated 
was  next  to  impossible,  and  the  lad/  still 
denied  it,  though  she  neither  dSd  nor 
would  refuse  she  had  presbyterlaii  ministen 
in  her  family,  and  sometimes  preadung, 
yet  not  at  that  time.  Howevtn*,  nidi  wis 
the  fury  of  this  period^  in  persecHtikig inno- 
cent people,  merely  for  bonsdenbe  sske, 
that  when  notice  waa  given,  pirobably  by 
the  arehbishop,  to  the*  council,  as  we  hare 
aeen,  they  not  only  approved  tfaia  illegal 
pvficedure,  but  ordb^  the  lady  "and' hel' eld- 
est daughter,  Mrs  Jean*  Muir,  to  be  bnwight 
prisoners  under  a  8tit>ng  guard  to  Blackness, 
without  any  pnHif  save  the  improbable  sur- 
mise of  a  single  person :  yea,  though  there 
had  been  a  full'  probation,  sure  there  wss 
no  law  to  make  the  young  lady  her  daugh- 
ter, scarce  twenty  years,  liable  to  snch 
barbarous  treatment  She  vi-as  indeed  in 
her  mother^s  house,  but  even  the  tlien  laav 
required  it  should  havo  been  made  evident 
that,  supposing  a  minister  had  preached, 
there  were  iiy^  persons  more  present  than 
the  family,  which  was  never  so  much  st 
pretended.  The  law  had  not  prolubited 
family- worship,  and*  the  lawgivera  openly 
connived  at  popish  masses  in  families;  but 
prelatic  fury  ventsr  itself  almost  only  against 
prcsbyterians,  and  others  are  safe.  Th\% 
treatment  of  the  lady  Caldwell  and  her 
daughter,  was  not  only  illegiil,  but  reallj 
inhuman  and  tyrannic^.  They  bad  hit 
them  nothing  else  to  live  upon,  but  what 
they  wrought  for  with  their  hands,  and  no 
crime  could  be  advanced  against  them,  but, 
•*That,  afltor  the  way  now  called  hemty. 


o/);>osite,  on  the  west  side  of  the  street,  they  worshipped  the  (lod  of  their  fathers." 
y/rtffeiided  tosec,  throiiirl^  thebroaAv\\o?\\\eil  At  Blackness  they  remained  in  rlo«e 
ittreot,  and  the  few  inches  of  gVtVss  \u  lVc\i^\\w\v^w\vw«^>3wrf'%>cOT«^^jBK^that  the 
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governor  sometimes  permitted  them,  at  hia 
peril,  to  Visit  his  lady,  whose  chamber  wtm 
just  below  theirs.  When,  by  this  dose 
oonflneBient,  the  young  gentlew<»ian's 
health  was  much  impaired,  application  was 
made  to  the  oonoci],  for  at  least  her  libera- 
tion. 'Alter  much  pains,  and  not  a  little 
money  grren  to  some  person^  Mrs  Jean,  as 
we  haVe  seen,  was  liberate,  and,  asa  mighty 
fkf^ar,  her  mother  allowed  to  go  up  by  some 
steps  to  the  head  of  the  castle  to  take  the 
air  now  Mid  then.  While  the  ladylremains 
Uins  ^  prisoner,  her  courin-german,  Mr 
Sfudilands  of  Hilderston,  living  at  Liolith- 
^w«  ftUi  iU  of  a  fever;  her  two  eldest 
dangbl^rs  went  to  see  him,  and  in  a  few 
hjoiuni  her  second  daughter  Mrs  Ana  sick- 
en^ and  fell  ill  of  the  fever,  which  at 
length  carried  her  off.  The  council  was 
petitioQed'for  liberty  to  the  lady  to  come 
out  of  Blackness  a  few  miles,  to  see  her 
daughter  now  dying,  yea,  she  offered  to 
takfii  a  guard  with  her,  yea,  to  maintain  the 
whole  gavrison  as  a  guard,  if  they  pleased, 
wliile.she  was  doing  her  last  duty  to  her 
dying  child;  yet  such  was  the  unnatural 
crpel^  ^  this  time,  that  so  reasonable  a 
reqoflsfc  jomild  not  be  granted.*     Thus  this 


*  la  the  MMnd  voAibm  so  seeouat  was  giveo 
of  the  trial  and  forfeliure  of  Mr  Moir  of  Cald- 
wdn,'iB  SekMMirjr  Co  the  rising  at  Peiitlaod.  It 
apptani  that  hb  hKly   actuallj    was  In  felted 


In  Ihe  .fNtate  prior  to  tb«  forfdtuNb  but  aa 
her  jolh^ra  extended  over  part  of  the  etuta 
wblcb  waa  hold  of  the  earl  of  £gllnton,  and  her 
Solilftmaarliad  not  been  aonfirmed  bj  her  ha»> 
band's  aoparior,  it  failed  to  become  a  public 
right.  The  eoort  found  tliat  hj  tba  forfeiture 
of  a  aobi  vassal,  not  oiiJv  hia  own  right,  but  all 
rights  i^9wlug  from  him.  wsra  carried  bv  the 
forfSBiUira.  llic  case  between  lady  Caldwell 
and  Wberal  Dalxlel  Is  to  be  found  In  Morison's 
PlfOtlopaij,  p.  46D0.  The  acnmat  of  tbs  aufier- 
fngsof  this  cxeelleot  lady  was  written  by  ber 
brfitber,  Slf  William  Cunningham  of  Cunning. 
bambsady'and  la  preserved  lo  MS.  anaoog  tbe 
.W#drow  MSS.  in  tbo  advocates'  library.  If 
published  by  itself,  with  historical  and  critical 
lUttstiniCSoa*,  It  would  prove  a  very  interesting 
4cciUDCfit.  Mrs  Muira  cousin,  (Sandilands  of 
Uildarston)  whom  ber  daugbtera  went  to  visit 
«<  LinNtbgow,  was  tbe  son  of  William  Sandi- 
lands, brotbar  of  tbe  fourth  lord  Torphlcben, 
tutor  to  bla  nephew  John,  fifUi  lord  Torphichen, 
and  commonly  styled  *  Tutor  of  Calder.'  tie 
mar  I  led  the  second  datighter  of  Cunningham  of 
Cunnhsghambead.  'l^hey  ware  bdkh  dlstln- 
guisbe<|.  for  their  attachment  Co  the  principles  iif 
the  presbvterian  church  of  Scotland,  and  their 
BMasioMOttaa  at  Hildarston  was  often  tbe 
bospitabia  reaort  of  ihe  persecuted  coreiianteis. 
1//. 


excellent  lady  nerer  saw  her  daugh- 
ter,  and  continued  prisoner  aevenJ  ^^* 
yean,  unoonrict  of  any  crimen  and  nerer 
accused  but  by  one  witness.  The  adro- 
cates  of  this  reign  may  try  their  skill  in 
vindicating  such  procedure  as  this.  At 
length,  when  king  James,  in  order  to  ad- 
Yance  his  popish  designs  and  arbitrsry 
goTemment,  thought  fit  to  assume  a  dis- 
pensing power,  and  a  pretended  kindness  to 
protestant  dissenters,  the  lady  Caldwell  was 
voluntarily  dismissed,  without  any  petition 
for  her  liberation. 

Another  instance  pretty  near,  though  not 
so  cruel,  offers  in  the  case  of  the  lady 
Kaitloch,  who  met  with  very  extraordinary 
hardships.  Informations  before  me  bear, 
that  it  was  this  year  she  wtm  forced  from 
her  house;  and,  it  may  be, it  was  toward  the 
end  of  i^  when,  we  have  heard,  garrisons 
were  appointed  for  the  south.  Her  husband 
had  been  forfeited^  and  yet  she  and  her  chil- 
dren got  liberty,  for  some  yean^  to  stay  in 
her  own  housst,  in  the  parish  of  Glencaim  in 
Kithsdale :  but  now  a  garrisou  comes  and 
poasestes  the  hoose  of  Kaitioch,  and  QHMt 


There  Mr  Blaekaddcr  and  otbara  oAea  held 
conYODtides,  and  heavy  ftoee.  were  on  that  ac- 
count imposed  uJMn  tbe  fajnlly,  (Blackadde|r*s 
Memoirs,  and  die  first  and  second  vofuities  of  hfs 
History,)  Waller  Saadilanda,  Mm  Muis*a  coaala, 
married  tbe  heiress  of  Westport,  and  assumed 
the  name  and  arms  of  Hamilton  of  Westport. 
Hb  retaliMd  the  saoM  attaohmenl  !•  pratssladt 
and  prcsbytarian  principles  which  k»d  charac- 
terised the  fkmlly,  from  the  days  of  their  Ulus- 
trloua  anceMor  Sir  Jamei  Sauditands,  the 
fTisod  and  patron  of  John  Koox.  Ho  waa  my 
maternal  great-great-grandfather,  and  this  an- 
cient branch  of  the  Sandilands'  family  Is  now 
represented  by  my  cousin-german,  colonel  Fop- 
rier  Hamilton  of  Weatoort.  (See  Wood's  Pjear- 
age,  vol.  II.  p.  59i.}  It  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that  after  the  rerolatian,  the  conrf  of  session 
seems  to  have  imbibed  tbo  liberal  feelings  of  the 
times,  for  lad v  Caldwell  and  the  heiress  of  Cald« 
well  having  brought  an  action  against  the  re- 
presentative of  general  Ualsiel,  lor  hia  Intrunla- 
sions  under  the  forfeiture,  the  court  found  him 
liable,  not  only  for  the  whole  IntromliMlons  with 
the  rents  of  the  estate,  bvt  even  Ihr  omissions. 
jMorisoo,  p.  47d0.  Dee.  7tb,  1705.)  Some  uf  the 
judges  thought  tbe  restitution  of  bygones  very 
hard,  but  the  answer  waSt ' Airamm,  adila  iex 
McrudaaU'  llils  ^nmtion  was  however  brought 
before  the  Scotch  parliament,  when  tbe  decision 
was  altered,  and  In  consequence  of  several  spe- 
cialties in  the  eaae,  the  npreaentativc  ■  of  the 
donator  was  found  not  liable  for  the  bygMio 
renU  of  tbe  estate  preceding  Martinmas,  1088. 
Acts  of  th«  Scotch  parlhiment,  vol.  (I.  A^^ 
p.  lOi.— £d. 
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anmercifuUy  turn  her  and  her  mull  j  Cameron*t  foUowerSy  such  who  had  been 
*^^'  family   to    the  iieUa ;  and  it  H-aa :  at  Bothwell,  all  in  the  fugitive  roll»  ail  who 
reckoned  a  fitvonr  done  tfaeai  that  they  j  had  not  compeared  at  courta;  and  indeed 

mnltitudee  of  auch  were  hiding  and  waD- 
deriny  in  monntaina  and  cavea,  and  not  a 
few  from  other  places  of  the  kingdom  had 
retired  to  the  mountainoot  parte  iu  Galloway 
and  NUhadale.  Theae  searches  created 
aa  inezpresaihle  terror  and  confutaon  u|  on 
the  ooontry  people.  In  the  night  time  a 
party  would  suddenly  come  npou  a  house. 


suffered  to  lodge  in  a  cold  bam. 
This  pious  lady  with  her  children,  went 
through  many  inexpressible  hardships,  and 
at  length  waa  obliged  with  them  to  go  off 
the  kingdom,  and  died  abrond. 

This  rude  garrison  affords  me  another 
instance  of  the  tender  mercy  of  this  time^ 
which  being  in  mine  eye  with  the  former, 
I  subjoin  it.    There  waa  an  old  man  who :  and  if  any  stranger  or  suspect  person  was 


lived  not  far  from  the  garriaon,  most  peace- 
ably and  religiously.  His  Mfe  was  much 
spent  in  prajper,  and  he  used  to  take  retired 
plaees  in  the  fields  for  this  ezordse.  One 
day  when  some  <^  the  soldiers  were  ranging 
up  and  down,  h^  waa  overiieard  and  seised, 
and  carried  to  the  garrison,  though  be  was 
chargeable  with  no  crime,  unless  prayer 
waa  one.  He  was  kept  three  days  in  the 
goard-house,  where  he  was  wounded  in 
spirit  with  their  blaqihemiei^  ootha^  and 
other  wickednesses^  The  pioua  man  told 
afterwards^  that  for  two  dajfs,  though  hardly 
enough  wed,  and  acaice  allowed  any  thing 
to  sustain  nature,  he  was  free  of  all  pain  or 
uneasiness,  but  his  soul  was  in  a  kind  of  hell 
while  in  their  company,  and  vexed  to  hear 
the  Lord*s  name  profoned.  At  length, 
through  grief  and  harsh  treatment,  the  aged 
man  fell  into  a  violent  cholic  Lieutenant 
Livingstone^s  lady,  who  was  in  the  garri- 
son, bearing  of  it,  sent  him  a  glass  of 
brandy  by  one  of  the  soldiers.  The  fellow 
who  brought  it  told  him  he  must  drink  the 
king's  health ;  the  other  answered  modest- 
ly, that  he  had  drunk  no  healths  these 
forty  years,  whereupon  the  soldier  took  the 
brandy  though  he  saw  the  poor  man  in 
agony.  At  length,  he  was  brought  before 
Stonehouse,  who  tendered  him  the  test, 
which  he  refusing,  he  was  turned  out  of  his 
house,  and  forced  to  wander  for  several 
yeui*s». 

In  the  former  section,  I  have  hinted  at 
the  sufferings  of  several  particular  persons, 
March  and  April  this  year,  from  major 
White's  courts;  and  at  the  same  time 
Claverhouse  is  exerting  his  powers  to  the 
ntmost  in  the  south.  That  country  was 
extremely  harassed  by  searches.    The  jtet 


found,  or  observed  to  retire,  then  the  houiie 
was  rifled;  and  though  nobody  vi-aa  found, 
yet  generally  they  did  not  escape  without 
loss.  The  parties  who  ranged  up  and  down 
were  most  active  this  way,  and  afterwardi 
detachments  from  the  garrisons  were  con- 
stantly going  up  and  down.  There  were 
also  spies  and  informers  who  were  main- 
tained and  bribed  by  the  soldiers^  if  possible 
to  discover  the  haunts  of  the  wanderers. 
I  find  one  John  Gib  was  at  this  time  made 
use  of  in  the  parish  of  Cariq»haim,  and  the 
neighbourhood,  who  was  very  useful  to 
Claverhouse;  he  pretended  friendship  to 
the  sufferers,  and  went  aboot  the  country 
with  Uttle  books  and  sermons  to  sell^  but  at 
length  was  discovered  to  be  a  rogue. 

The  papists  likewise  in  the  south  were 
most  diligent  and  active  to  discover  and  in- 
form against  the  wanderers,  and  the  houses 
whero  any  of  them  came  at  any  time ;  and 
they  themselves  wero  not  only  overlooked, 
but  very  much  encouraged  at  this  time,  as 
beingof  the  successor's  religion.  Multitudes 
of  remarkable  deliverances  did  the  persecu- 
ted party  meet  with  under  all  this  violeuoe, 
several  instances  of  which  I  have  eeen,  too 
large  here  to  be  inserted. 

By  the  council  registers  I  find  three 
prisoners,  Walter  Thomson,  Walter  Atkio 
and  Tnrnbull,  sent  in  by  Meldrnni, 

petition  the  council,  April  18th,  showing, 
that  they  had  been  fined  by  the  sheriff  of  Rox- 
burgh for  withdrawing  from  the  church  in 
the  terms  of  the  act  of  parliament,  of 
which  they  produced  receipts:  yet  notwith- 
standing, they  were  fallen  upon  by  the 
laird  of  Meldrum,  and  because  they  wonld 
not  pay  the  same  fines  over  again,  he  made 
them  prisoners,  and  they  were    brought 


wins  sought  for,  such  as  had   been  'NlT\\n\A^vc&sQx^.  T\»av^i|nuaao  plain  to 
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the  council,  that  they  are  ordered  to  be 
liberate  but  without  any  notice  taken  of 
Meldmm. 

May  8th  the  council  confine  Sir  John 
Monro,  of  Fowlia  elder,  to  hti  own  home 
in  the  sbire  of  RofS,  and  a  ndle  round  it, 
for  his  alleged  withdrawini^  from  hia  pariah- 
church.  Thii  ezeeDent  gentleman  was  now 
old  and  his  friends  procured  him  this  favour. 
This  lame  month  I  find  sereral  searehee  in 
the  city  of  Glasgow,  not  only  for  ministers 
and  preachers,  but  for  all  nonconformists. 
At  one  of  them  Ninian  Peterson  cooper 
there,  upon  his  hiding  for  nonconformity, 
was  taken  and  imprisoned,  and  very  soon 
tent  to  the  phmtationB,  though  nothing  was 
alleged  against  him,  but  mere  noiioonfor> 
mity.  Thus  no  methods  wera  left  unea- 
■ayed  in  city  or  country,  to  harass  pretby- 
terians.  When  by  searehings  and  courla, 
th^  were  forced  from  their  retirements 
atad  haunts,*  some  of  them  Tentured  into 
towns ;  and  the  least  hint  of  any  of  then, 
was  ground  enough  to  make  a  general 
aeardi,  to  the  disturbance  of  all  the  fiuniliea 
in  town. 

Jufy  28th,  the  eonneil  appoint  Mr  John 
lirailligen,  Mr  Jokn  Philip^  and  Mr  John 
Spreul,  to  be  sent  from  Edinbui^gfa  tolbootk 
to  the  Bass.  I  know  not  the  occasion  of 
tiieir  bein|^  called  for  to  Edinburgh,  all  of 
tbem  had  been  in  the  Bass  for  aome  time  ; 
and  the  same  day  they  agree  upon  the  fol- 
lowing' instmetions  to  the  gofenior  of  the 
'Bass,  wliich  deserre  a  room  in  tliia  cdleo- 
tion,  and  are  as  foUows.  **  The  lar^  of 
Ms  m^esty'a  privy  council  ordain  the  gov- 
ernor and  deputy-governor  of  the  Bass,  to 
obssrve  the  following  mstructions  as  to  the 
prisoners  there,  or  that  shall  ooaoe.  1st 
-That  they  allow  no  men-aervants  to  the 
prisonen,  bnt  only  sadi  women-servantaas 
•tho  gvrvemor-depnte  shall  appoint  and  al- 
low. £dly.  That  the  prisoners  receive  no 
isttem  or  papers,  nor  send  any  to  any  p«^ 
mtm  whatsomever,  but  what  shall  be  seen 
by  the  ssid  governor.  Sdly.  That  the  gov- 
ernor may  allow  two  of  the  prisoners  at 
i9no  time  to  have  the  liberty  of  the  ialand 
above  the  walls,  betwixt  sunHrisiag  and 
aun-setting,  and  theae  two  are  to  be  ahut 
up  in  their  chambera  before  other  two 
.come  out,  providing  this  liberty  be  not 


'  given  to  any  who  are  or  ahall  be  or- 
dered to  be  ckise  prisonen.  4tUy.  ^^^ 
That  there  tw  two  penoas  only  permitted 
at  one  time  to  come  from  shore  to  see  the 
prisoners,  and  that  there  be  always  some 
officer  or  soldier  of  the  garrison  preaeat, 
to  hear  what  discourse  shall  pam  betwixt 
them;  and  if  they  be  supected  to  have 
letters  or  piqiers  for  the  prisoocrs,  that 
thsy  be  aearched,  and  the  said  lettera  or 
paperm  seised  upon.  Those  inatruetiena  are 
to  be  observed  till  forther  order.'* 

This  same  month  of  July,  a  new  series 
of  sofferings  befell  that  exceUeut  person 
Mr  Jamea  Eraser  of  Biae,  at  London,  whieh 
I  promised  formerly  to  give  aa  account  of  { 
aad  though  the  atage  of  them  be  la  £n§^ 
land,  yet  the  reader  will  be  pleased  to  have 
them  since  they  relate  to  a  8coteman,  and 
miniater  adhcrin|^  to  the  prinoiplea  of  this 
church.  The  breaking  oat  of  the  plot  si 
London,  was  the  ocoaaioD  of  this  saw 
trouble  to  this  worthy  minister.  We  left 
him  in  that  city,  aad  here  J  ahsti  end  my 
aooonntaof  hiaaofiecinga,  Ahont  tha  Slat 
of  July,  he  had  been  espediaf  bobm  of  hia 
private  business  ia  €heapsida,  and  bcny 
observed  to  be  a  atrangar,  he  was  seiaed  by 
one  of  the  kiag^a  messengers,  who  was  at 
thb  time  searching  for  suspeet  penoosnpoii 
the  plot;  aad  in  a  fow  houn  was  broi^pht 
before  the  king  and  duke  of  York,  some  of 
the  couitieiB  being  with  them*  After  some 
frivolous  qucationa  he  waa  naked,  if  he  had 
heard  or  known  any  ihiog  of  a  j^t  agaiaat 
the  kiag^s  mijeaty  at  any  time,  Mr  Fcaaor 
answered,  he  kaew  nothing  of  a  plo^  but 
what  every  body  heard  of  stnce  it  broke 
out;  that  he  was  no  pubhe  person,  nor 
haunter  of  cabala  and  coffee4iouses,  and  be 
knew  not  one  of  the  persons  accused,  or 
accusers  in  that  plot ;  that  he  lived  alwaya* 
peaoeablyy  and  never  was  accessory  to  any 
plot  or  insurrection;  that  in  his  answen 
before  the  council  of  Scotland,  he  had  de- 
clared himself  fully  against  ail  violent  at- 
tempta  against  his  n^jestj  and  goverament; 
and  that  being  so  publicly  done^  it  was  nqt 
probable  any  who  had  auch  designs  would 
communicate  them  with  him,  ye%  he  ha4 
still  shunned  discourse  on  that  subject 
The  long  then  aaked  him,  what  he  thought 
of  the  archbishop  ^  St  Ikndxva*^  tscqsAsx 
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Mid  if  he  reckoned  iU  aiurder  or  ttot. 

He  aoewered,  ho  bad  ao  hand  in  it,  or 
BOoeisioD  thereto,  yee,  he  wm  grioTed  whoa 
he  heard  of  it ;  and  at  he  would  not  jnatify, 
or  hare  had  a  hand  in  it  for  the  whole  woridf 
ao  for  him  to  oondeinn  it  or  dedare  it  mur- 
der, was  what  he  oonid  not  do^  that  he  was 
a  doer  of  the  kw,  and  not  a  judge;  and  he 
humblj  oonceiTed*  it  waa  ont  of  his  iphere 
to  giro  judgment  of  other  peruoi'  aetingo, 
which,  in  his  opinion^  belonged  to  his  ma- 
jesty and  other  officers  of  justice^  not  to 
him,  especially  nv^ien  he  waa  a  stnmger  to 


which  ties  vi  to  refonoation  aad-rcpcntanee : 
another  artide  ho  mindad,  waa,  that  ws 
sboold  ddend  the  king's  jaat  priTilegee,  his 
pmon andgOTemment,  whioh  likowise  he 
thought  eauly  redaciblfe  to  tiia  dcealogne; 
■o  upon  the  whole,  he  jadgad  himeetf  by 
the  wwd  of  Qod,  laws  of  the  land,  yaa,  aad 
the  covenant  itself,  though  noror  personally 
taken  by  him,  boond  thereantow  After  tini 
he  was  asked  as  to  his  acquaiataace  wilk 
sevend  penons,  as  Mr  Fergasoa,  the  lavfc 
of  Cesnock,  Mr  Monro,  Bir  Bailie,  ginerd 
Monro,  and  some  others;  to  all  which  be 


the  hct^  and  legal  cTidence  of  the  natnre, '  gare  a  true  and  ingennona  answar,  and  ik*u 
auumer,  and  drcumstancea  of  the  same.  I  removed.     The  king  and    these    present 


As  to  his  inward  sentiments  of  it,  he  told 
the  kiag^  God  had  appointed  a  solemn 
court  at  the  last  day,  for  judging  aotibns, 
words,  and  thoughts,  before  which  alone 
it  was  competent  to  give  account  of 
thoqghti,  and  he  referred  himself  as  to 
these  thither  entirely:  adding,  that  as  to 
his  thoughta,  he  was  not  fne  to  give  ac- 
count of  them  to  any  human  jndicsiiRy,  to 
whom  nevertheleas  he  heartily  submitted 
his  ezpreasions^  woids,  and  actions;  and 
finally,  he  was  not  afinaid,  though  his  majesty 
knew  what  were  his  inmost  sentiments  in 
that  affair ;  nevertheleas,  he  would  not  be  a 
precedent  to  any  of  his  subjects,  in  giviog  a 
judicial  account  of  his  secret  thoughts, 
especially  with  relation  to  other  persons, 
and  humbly  begged  to  be  excused.  Next, 
the  king  was  pleased  to  ask  Brae,  whether 
he  judged  himself  bound  by  the  Solemn 
League  and  Covenant,  and  if  he  thought 


seemed  to  be  satisfied  as  to  hia  Itagehuity, 
and  that  he  was  no  way  concerned  ia  tibe 
plot :  however,  he  was  renntted  to  the  lord 
mayor,  who  was  ordered  to  put  the  Oxfbid 
oath  to  him,  with  allegiance  and  supremacy. 
To  morrow  he  appeared  before  the  lord 
mayor.  Mr  Fhoer  takes  notioe  ut  iSth 
part  of  his  life,  from  whidb  I  am  giving 
this  account,  that  he  was  exceedingly  griev- 
ed, that  his  sufferings  were  to  be  ttatcd 
upon  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy, 
siaoe  he  waa  never  very  fond  of  oadks,  sad 
had  no  deamess  as  to  the  supremacy  espe- 
cially ;  and  yet  he  found  not  himself  so  very 
willing  to  suffer  upon  this,  as  being  a  dark 
case :  but  he  adds,  that  when  the  messen- 
ger signified  to  him  he  was  to  take  all  the 
three  oaths,  it  was  very  acceptable  news  to 
him,  as  being  at  a  pointy  and  r^ady  cheer- 
fully to  suffer  before  he  would  take  the 
Oxford  oath,  since  thereby  he  was  bound. 


there  was  any  thing  of  moral  obiigation  among  other  things,  never  to  endeavour 


therein.  Mr  Frazer  answered,  that  he  had 
never  taken  the  Solemn  League  and  Coven- 
ant, neither  had  it  been  ever  tendered  to 
him ;  but  as  to  all  in  it  of  a  moral  import, 
he  reckoned  he  was  bound,  and  that  by 


any  alteration  in  the  government,  either  of 
church  or  state.  The  lord  mayor  asked 
him,  whether  he  would  take  the  oaths: 
Mr  Frazer  desired  Queen  £lizabeth'*s  ex- 
plication might  be  read  to  him,  and  after- 


virtue  of  the  covenant  thereunto,  though  I  wards  proposed  some  reasons  why  he  con- 
he  had  never  personally  sworn  it ;  and  that ;  ceived  be  was  not  bound  in  law  to  swear 
however  the  words  of  the  decalogue  and !  any  of  these  oaths ;  but  he  waa  overruled 
covenant  were  not  the  same,  yet  the  coven- ;  in  all.  At  length  he  came  to  give  this 
ant  was  reducible  to  the  decalogue,  as  being ;  precisely  for  his  answer,  that  as  to  the  oath 
materially  the  same  with  it :  that  he  re-  of  allegiance,  be  was  willing  to  take  it, 
mcmbcred  two  of  the  chief  articles  of  the  providing  it  would  end  the  strife  and  con- 
covenant,  one  waH  reformation  of  our  hearts  i  troversy  about  him.  The  oath  of  supremacy 
and  lives,  according  to  God's  word,  and  |  ho  demurred  upon  it,  till  he  had  more 
thM  he  judged  might  easily  be  reduced  to  ripely  advised  it ;  and  as  to  the  Oxford 
ererjr  precept  of  the  decalogue,  eacVi  o^  oalVk,  Vk«t  Y^T«K^\«r\^  T^^«uftd  it,  adding. 


CHAP.  VII.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOIXANR 


US 


that  if  he  could  liaTe  no  benefit  bj  ttkmg 
the  oath  of  allegiAnoe,  he  dediaed  swtmag 
of  it^4Hid  humbly  b^gged»  if  he  were  oom- 
Kutted  to  prieoa,  hiB  commitiDent  might  nm 
upon  bit  relaung  the  Oxford  ooth.    The 
oonnMm  eeryeent  premed  hard  ho«hoald  be 
committed  upon  hie  refusal  of  all  the  oaths ; 
bat  the  mayor  gnuited  his  desire^  aad  the 
Older  was  aooordingly  drawn,  aad  he  sent 
to  ■'  I^ewgate.     He   continued    there   six 
SMinths,  but  had  such  kind  entertainment^ 
and  good  oompmy  and  eonveraation^  that, 
JftB  says,  be  oan  scarce  call  it  suffering. 
When  this  time,  which,  it  seems,  was  con- 
teined  in  the  eommitmenty  was  expired, 
Mr  Jfxazer  was  liberate,  all  his  chaiges 
beiiy    within   twenty     pounds   sterling. 
J^rom  tlus  branch  of   sufferings    out  of 
SooUaod,  the  reader  must  observe  the  vast 
diflference  of  sufferings  in  England  for  oon* 
•pience  sake,  OTen  at  thia  time,  and  the 
barbarity  of  our  Soots  managers. 
..   Seven!  gentlemen  were  attacked  by  the 
council  this  year,  Blackwood,  Earlston  and 
jMonkland  j  but  their  processes  coming  in  bo- 
foe  the  justiciary,  I  shall  leave  them  to  the 
fdllowiiig  section.    There  is  one  passage 
follows,  with  relation  to  the  esa^  of  the 
prisoners  in  the  tolbooth  at  Ediubuigh, 
wbich  made  no  small  noise  at  this  time^ 
and  wHl  £U1  in.afterward  in  some  of  their 
criminal  processes,  of  which  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  give  a  hint  here  from  a  gentle- 
man then  in  prison,  and  yet  able  to  attest 
tbe  drcumstances  of  it 

It  was  upon  the  16th  of  September  that 
Mr  John  Dick,  and  upwsrds  of  24  other 
prisoners,  none  of  whom  almost  could  ever 
have  expected  to  have  come  out  of  prison, 
but  for  execution,  found  means  to  cut  a 
window  and  get  out  The  circumstan- 
oes  accompanying  their  escape  were  such 
as  were  truly  remarkable,  and  the  more  to 
be  observed,  that  not  one  of  them  save  Mr 
JKck,  fell  again  to  the  enemies'  hands. 
There  was  a  sentinel  in  the  street  just  be- 
low the  window  at  which  they  got  out, 
whether  for  the  security  of  the  prison,  or 
because  the  earl  of  Linlithgow  justice-gen- 
eral, and  colonel  to  the  red  regiment,  had 
his  lodgings  just  opposite  to  the  tolbooth, 
my  informer  cannot  telL  The  window  was 
cross-barred  with  iron^  and  after  they  had 


eat  one  bai^they  found  the  qmee  not . 
kife  enough  to  get  out  at^  which  cost  ^^ 
them  the  cutting  of  three  other  iron  bars,  and 
this  took  them  so  much  time  aad  pahn  that 
the  matter  was  talked  of  among  th^  friends, 
not  only  in  the  town  of  Edinburgh,  but 
even  at  Glasgow,  before  they  eould  get  it 
accomplished ;  yet  it  came  not  to  the  ears 
of  their  enemies:  but  which  is  yet  stranger, 
as  my  author  very  well  remembers,  it  so 
happened,  that  the  first  bar  they  cut  foil 
firom  the  vrindow,  which  was  in  the  third 
story,  upon  the  stieet  of  the  town,  about 
nine  of  the  dock  at  nigb^  and  continned 
lying  there  ail  night,  and  next  aMming,  till 
about  the  same  hour,  a  friead  coming  in  to 
see  them,  was  sent  down  to  the  street,  not 
so  much  to  look  after  the  bar,  for  that  they 
did  not  so  muoh  as  expect,  as  to  know  if 
the  want  of  it  was  easily  peroeivable  from 
the  street;  and  he  found  itjust  where  it  fell, 
and  got  it  scot  up  to  them,  and  they  made 
a  shift  to  fix  it  again  in  its  plaoa^  (ill  they 
had  ended  the  rest  of  their  pngoct    They 
could  not  but  wonder  that  the  street  being 
so  narrow  there,  and  the  esrl  of  Linlith- 
gow's lodgings  just  opposite  to,  on  a  level 
with  their  vrindow,  a  oeatiael  at  his  entry 
within  a  few  paces  where  the  bar  foil,  and 
the  bar  being  a  miming  fbr  some  hours,  and 
they  putting  it  again  in  its  place^  they  could 
not  but  (I  say)  with  admunation  remark  that 
they  were  not  observed  and  hindered.  That 
night  likewise  they  had  also  cut  the  beam 
of  the  floor  above  them,  and  made  way  for 
some  of  their  fdlow-prisoners  in  that  room 
to  get  out  with  them.    When  all  was  ready, 
and  they  just  coming  out,  two  friends  sur- 
prised the  sentinel  at  the  entry   foresaid, 
threatening  him  with  present  death  if  he 
spoke  one  word ;  and  the  fellow  was  not  only 
silent  at  the  time,  but  spoke  nothing  when 
he  was  relieved  firom  his  post^  which  gave 
them  full  time  to  shift  for  themselves.  And 
several  of  them  were  country  people  who 
knew  not  the  town,  and  had  no  friend  nor 
acquaintance  with  them,  to  direct  them 
how  to  dispose  of  themselves,  yet  they  all 
escaped :  yea,  it  was  then  affirmed,  that  one 
Millar  an  Eglisham  man  wandering 
up  and  down,  and  seeing  a  light  in  a  hoiue 
went  to  it,  and  knocking,  a  servant  opeiu*d 
to  him,  and  he  most  Vdi^«qn«vqA^  Xk^^  Vai^ 


MuU  murderen  of  the  archbuhop  of  St 
Andrews,  did,  October  3d  ]a»t,  accompanied 
with  John  WhiteUnr,  tenant  to  Ilou(fhsolei| 
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cii'cuDiiitances :  thi»  happened  to  be  -  turned  to  the  kingdom  with  other  traitors 
1Gb3.  ^^^  l^i^hop'ii  lodgings,  hut  the  maid 
had  tlie  gcuerobity  to  hide  the  man,  till  next 
day  she  told  some  of  her  acquaintance 
whom  she  knew  to  he  favourers  of  the  suf-  in  arms  meet  and  conyene  at  Browb-iidge 
fercrs,  and  they  came  and  took  a  care  of  him.  in  the  laicd  of  Daudas  his  land,  and  kept  a 
This  passage  being  fully  vouched  to  me,  i  numerous  field-conventide,  where  the  said 
1  thought  it  deserved  a  room  here.  Mr  James  took  upon  him  to  preach,  aad 

>io  small  noise  was  made  about  this  e»- ,  bi^ktize  ten  or  twelve  children ;  and  upon 
cape.  The  council  could  not  be  got  to- :  the  oth  of  October,  another  at  Littie  Dum- 
gether  till  the  20th  of  September,  when,  I  \  breck  in  the  parish  of  new  MonkUnd 
find  by  the  registers,  a  committee  of  their  !  belonging  to  the  trades  of  UlasigoB* ;  the 
number  was  appointed  to  go  to  prison,  and  ,  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council,  accor- 
call  for  the  magistrates  of  Edinbuigh,  and  !  ding  to  their  act  April  2iith,  lG7(i,  fine  the 
view  it,  and  see  what  is  needful  to  be  done  laird  of  Dundas,  and  the  tradee  of  the  tewn 
for  its  security:  they  appoint  likeivise  gen-  of  Glasgow,  in  fifty  pounds  sterling  each, 
eral  Dalziel  to  call  a  council  of  war,  and  and  allow  them  to  Iwve  relief  off  their 
examine  the  behaviour  of  captain,  lieute- .  tenants  and  the  cottars  on  their  ground,  in 
nuiit,  sergeants,  corporals,  and  centinels  regard  they  did  not  timeously  inform  their 
that  niglit,  and  report.     And  January  s^afd    masters.'* 

next  year,  I  fiud  a  process  before  the  coun-  j  At  the  same  diet  I  find  Mr  Thomas 
cil,  against  the  magistrates  and  town  of  i  Hogg  formerly  mentioned,  present,  and 
Edinburgh.  They  are  libelled  for  suffering  |  charged  with  house>HK>nventicles,  and  the 
Mr  John  Dick,  Adam  Philip,  George  At-  libel  referred  to  his  oath ;  and  he  refuaing 
kin,  prisoners  for  high  treason,  and  about  ;  to  swear,  is  held  as  confessed,  and  fined  in 
two  and  twenty  others,  criminal  prisoners, :  fire  thousand  merks.  Within  some  little 
to  escape.  The  town*s  lawyers  are  heard, ;  time  he  got  over  to  Holland.  And  the 
and  tlie  magistrates  assoilied  as  being  a  cas-  j  same  day  upon  the  same  grounds,  they  fine 
ual  and  fortuitous  escape.  And  the  presi-  Mr  Thomas  Wiikie,  (if  I  mistake  not,)  min- 
dent  is  appointed  to  give  them  a  reprimand,  ister  of  the  Canongate  of  Edinburgh  since 
and  admonition  to  take  heed  to  their  prison  the  revolution,  in  ten  thousand  merks. 
in  time  to  come.  '  What  was  the  reason  of  doubling  his  ^ut 

}\y  the  council  register  of  acts,  decreets,  '  to  what  was  the  ordinary  qtiota  of  presby- 
&c.  I  find  a  process  October  8th  this  year,  i  teriau  ministers,  I  have  not  learned, 
agiiinst  the  laird  of  Dundas  and  the  trades  Some  time  in  October  this  year,  James 
of  (ilasgow,  for  a  conventicle  kept  on  their  ,  Forrest  in  Old-yards,  in  the  parish  of  (.'am- 
ground.  It  seems  Mr  James  Kenwick  was  '  busnetlian,  and  his  son,  with  his  nephew 
now  come  from  Holland,  whither  he  had  Robert  Gourlay,  were  seized  by  a  party  of 
been  sent  by  the  societies,  to  study  divinity,  I  soldiers.  They  had  nothing  to  charge  them 
and  to  get  ordination.  We  shall  meet  with  save  an  alle^nce,  that  the  suffering 
with  Iiiro  frequently  after  this.     I  know  no    people  sometimes  lodged  in  James*  house. 


more  of  this  meeting  than  is  in  the  act  of 
council,  which  follows.  Edinburgh,  Octo- 
ber bth,  "  Whereas  Mr  James  Ren  wick, 
traitor,  and  pretended  clerk  to  the  treason- 
able convention  lately  kept  at  Edinburgh, 


When  they  were  taken,  the  house  "Htl* 
spoiled  of  goods  to  a  considerable  value. 
After  some  time's  imprisonment  they  were 
banished  to  West  Flanders:  thence  they 
made  their  escape,  and  returned  home  the 


and  to  the  treasonable  commission  lately  |  close  of  the  next  year.  In  a  little  time  be 
given  to  Gordon  late  of  Earlston,  Michael  |  and  liis  son,  and  daughter  Margaret  Forrest, 
8  hi  els,  and  Cameron,  brother  to  j  were  seized,  and  she  was  banished  to  Jer- 

Mr  Richard  Cameron,  George  Hill,  lieu-   scy,andthey  to  Jamaica,  after  long  imprison- 
toiiaut  to  captain  Henry  Hall,  did  fiee  forth  ,  ment.     In  October  this  year,  that  worthy 
oil'  the  kingdom  to  Holland,  to  carry  on  '  person,  the  lady  Cavers  Douglas,  re-entered 
tJwir  tndtorous  designs,  and  are  \aU\y  tis-  \\ifit  conSai«iftft^\.  va.  ^Uriin^  castle   after  a 
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few  weekn*  liberty,  to  (po  to  Home  welli  for 
lier  beMth,  bat  I  aball  delay  the  accounts 
of  her  till  next  year,  when  her  w>n  pre^ 
Tjuled  for  her  releasement,  after  some  years' 
confinement 

Many  instances  might  be  gfiren  of  country 
people,  in  every  parish  almost,  in  the  west 
and  sooth,  apprehended  towards  the  end  of 
this  year,  upon  suspicion  of  their  being  at 
Bddiwell,  or  pretext  of  reset  and  converse. 
The  prisons,  especially  at  Edinbni^h,  were 
crowded,  and  many  of  them  banished  to  the 
plantations,  and  others  lay  some  years  in 
prison ;  bat  there  is  no  end  of  particulars  of 
this  kind.  I  shall  only  insert  one  instance 
of  the  soldiers*  insolence,  which  I  have 
attested  from  two  of  the  prisoners  yet  alive, 
in  the  parish  of  Ncw-Monkland. 

Towards  the  beginning  of  November,  this 
year,  a  party  of  soldiers  apprehended  about 
tvfelre  persons  in  that  parish,  most  of  them 
merely  for  not  keeping  the  church,  and 
carried  them  prisoners  to  ITamilton,  whence, 
in  a  few  days,  with  other  prisoners  in 
neighbouring  parishes,  they  were  increased 
to  the  number  of  thirty,  and  carried  to 
Lanark  in  the  night  time,  and  thrust  into 
t  nasty  dungeon,  where  they  could  neither 
lit  nor  lie,  but  were  obliged  to  stand  the 
rest  of  the  night,  without  the  least  refrefth- 
aient  of  meat  or  drink,  candle  or  fire,  though 
the  weather  required  the  last  very  much. 
To-morrow  being  to  be  carried  into  Fdin- 
joi^h,  some  horses  were  provided  for  them, 
md  a  guard  of  dragoons.  The  horses  had 
ill  sunks  laid  on  them  when  brought,  but 
;he  commander  Bonshaw,  caused  remove 
ifaem,  and  two  men  were  put  upon 
!ach  of  the  dragoons'  lean  horses,  with- 
mt  any  thing  under  them;  yea,  the  men 
vere  first  tied  one  to  another  by  their 
inns,  and  then  had  their  legs  twisted  with 
;ords,  cross  the  horse's  belly,  so  hard,  that 
heir  ancles  wore  galled  to  the  effusion  of 
heir  blood.  In  this  posture,  they  were 
[riven  at  the  gallop  for  some  miles»  and  then 
obliged  to  halt  at  the  public  houses  by 
he  way,  while  Bonshaw  and  their  guard 
00k  their  cups  heartily:  meanwhile  the 
KMir  prisoners  were  not  allowed  the  least 
efreshment,  their  money  which  they  had 
jeing  violently  taken  from  them  by  the 
oad ;  yea  such  was  their  inhumanity,  that  to 


pot  the  poor  men  to  the  greater  tor- 
tore  they  carried  them  about  several 
miles  off  the  direct  road :  and  one  of  them 
begging  liberty  from  his  keeper,  to  alight  to 
ease  nature,  the  soldier  applied  to  his  com- 
mander for  allowance,  in  the  most  earnest 
manner,  but  could  not  prevail ;  yea,  he  was 
severely  threatened  for  his  compassion  to  the 
poor  man.  It  was  confidently  talked,  that 
this  very  commander  of  the  party,  in  a  little 
time  after,  was  killed  by  a  drunken  com- 
panion of  his  own,  and  run  through  the 
body,  when  easing  nature  upon  a  dunghill, 
and  died  there.  My  informer  knows  no 
more,  but  that  this  was  reported  at  that 
time,  and  if  it  held,  it  is  a  very  remarkable 
retribution  of  providence.  However,  the 
poor  men,  for  maoy  days,  after  they  came 
to  Edinburgh,  were  able  neither  to  walk, 
sit,  nor  stand. 

A  very  singular  instance  of  exorbitant 
fining,  I  meet  with  November  15th  in  the 
council  books.  Sir  William  Scot  of  Harden 
had  been,  I  think,  carried  in  prisoner  after  the 
justiciary-court  at  Jedburgh,  upon  what 
occasion  I  know  no  further  than  I  find  in 
the  registers.  The  foresaid  diet,  Sir 
William  gives  in  to  the  conndl,  a  bill  of  sus- 
pension of  a  decreet  passed  against  him,  by 
the  laird  of  Meldmm,  the  eari  of  Hume, 
and  Hugh  Wallace  his  majesty's  cash- 
keeper,  ordaining  him  to  pay  46,12j  pounds 
for  his  lady's  withdrawing  from  the  church. 
The  lords  of  his  mtyest/s  privy  council, 
repel  the  reasons  of  suspension ;  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  power  committed  to  them  by 
his  majesty's  letter,  of  the  1 9th  of  April 
last,  to  modify  delinquents'  fines,  do  modify 
Sir  William's  fine  to  1500  pounds  sterling ; 
and  if  he  pay  not  this  wi^in  fifteen  days, 
they  order  execution  for  the  whole.  And, 
to  put  all  I  have  noticed  in  the  records 
about  this  odd  process  together.  February 
14th,  next  year,  I  find  a  petition  frouT  Sir 
William  Scot  of  Harden,  presented,  bearingt 
that  he  hath  been  imprisoned  now  near  six 
months  in  the  tolbooth,  and  being  a  man 
near  seventy  years,  and  the  prison  like  to 
destroy  any  small  health  he  enjoys,  praying 
the  council  may  grant  him  that  enlarge- 
ment they  see  cause.  The  council  order 
him  to  be  sent  to  the  castle  of  Edinhuv^K. 
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Miu]garet  Garaock,  showing,  the  had  i  lat^,  that  such  who  are  to  be  adduced  wit- 


been  priaooer  these  tweira  iiUHith8,for 
alleged  oooveiae  with  lebela,  and  that  bo  pro- 
bation had  been  brought  against  her ;  and  in 
xegard  the  b  now  reduced  to  great  8tcaitl^ 
aad  Tery  poor,  craTing  she  may  be  liberate^ 
they  order  her  to  be  let  out  of  prison.  These 
are  some  of  the  hardships  particular  persons 
were  brought  under  this  year.  We  shall 
meet  with  many  gentlemen  and  others^ 
sadly  harassed  by  the  justice  courts^  in  the 
next  Section  save  one,  and  a  oonsiderabie 
number  processed  for  their  lires,  and  sev- 
eral  executed,  of  which  I  come  to  give  some 
account  from  the  criminal  books. 

SECT.   III. 

Of  the  criminal  proeette*  before  the  Justi- 
eiarjf,  and  the  public  execuHona  thiayear, 

A  GREAT  number  of  perM>ns,  noblemen, 
gentlemen,  ministers  and  others,  come  this 
year  before  the  criminal  court,  and  are 
processed  for  their  lives  and  fortunes,  merely 
for  conscience'  sake,  and  their  alleged  ac- 
cession to  the  rising  at  Both  well,  near  four 
years  ago;  and  we  shall  find  tlie  proofs  as  to 
this  very  lame,  and  such  things  as  nobody 
almost  could  have  kept  themselves  free  of  in 
a  time  of  confusion.  All  1  can  do  in  so  huge 
a  field.  Lb  to  give  the  reader  a  short  abstract 
of  the  processes,  in  the  order  of  time  where- 
in they  fell  out,  from  the  books  of  the  jus- 
ticiary, and  add  some  circumstances  now 
and  then  from  the  council-registers,  and 
other  papers,  come  to  my  hand,  for  clearing 
up  matters  of  fact 

It  may  not  be  unfit  to  open  this  black 
scene,  with  a  letter,  procured  by  the  clergy 
and  managers,  from  the  king  to  the  lords  of 
justiciary,  to  quicken  them  to  their  work  ; 
and  January  8th  the  letter  is  read  and 
recorded,  the  tenor  whereof  follows. — 
«*  CiiAKLEs  R.  Right  trusty,  &c  we  greet 
you  welL  It  being  always  our  care  to  pre- 
vent tlie  increase  of  disorder  and  rebellion, 
in  that  our  ancient  kingdom,  not  only  by 
maintaining  our  forces  to  suppress  the  same, 
but  likewise  by  employing  learned  and  able 
Judges,  who  may  discourage  aiiysiiclunsur- 
rectiona,  by  dLscovenng  and  pumsi\uv\g  %ucV\ 


Besses,  being  to  be  given  in  list  to  the  pan* 
nel,  are  oft-times  practised  upon  after  their 
names  are  known,  by  the  late  re^gfuhtdons, 
so  that  it  cannot  be  dear  who  will*  be  prov- 
ing witnesses^  whereby  tJMs  guflty  may  es- 
cape :  and  thinking  it  most  aecure  for  onr 
people  to  trust  the  previoua  exanunatioitt, 
either  before  or  after  citatioB,  t»  yon  the 
learned  judges,  who  of  all  oCfae#a  bts  tbe 
most  unsuspected  and  indiffereiif;  vre  do 
therefore  recommend  it  to  yon,  that  If  oor 
privy  council  shall  find  it  neeesnuy,  previ- 
ously to  examine  any  who  are  to  be  sd- 
duced  as  witnesses,  yo«  will  examine  then 
upon  oath  aooordingly,  so  that  ouradvoeste 
may  be  secure  how  to  nanago  iiieh  pneu- 
ses,  wherein  you  will  do  us  aooepCable  ler- 
vice,  for  which  this  shall  be  y<mr  Warrant 
And  so  we  bid  you  heartily  fiurewelL  Giv- 
en at  our  court  at  Whitehall,  the  30th  day 
of  December,  1682,  and  of  oar  reign  the 
thirty-fourth  year. 

By  his  miyesty'a  command,  Miadlkton/* 
A  hiwyer  who  understands  crnatnal 
forms,  and  the  reasons  of  them,  would  be  in 
case  to  make  ample  observes  upon  this  let- 
ter. As  was  customary  in  this  time,  this 
practice  here  had  been  tried  by  the  manag- 
ers, before  the  king's  authority  was  inter- 
posed ;  and  this  was  the  way  now,  iiri»t  to 
do  unreasonable  things,  and  then  to  engs^ 
the  king  to  require  them  to  be  done.  It  is 
very  evident,  this  method  was  fallen  on  to 
expiscate  matter  of  crimiual  prooeas  agaiokt 
gentlemen  and  others,  to  secure  their  evi- 
dence, and  keep  it  secret  likewise,  till  it  was 
past  time  for  the  pannels  to  get  deleuce>. 
There  is  here  much  more  than  a  precogni- 
tion, the  matter  is  by  oath  fixed  as  far  as  it 
is  posHible  to  be ;  and  it  appears  very  hard 
this  should  be  done,  and  parties  not  present  to 
give  what  exceptions  and  light  they  could 
for  their  own  defence ;  and  when  once  the 
witnesses  had  made  their  dedaimtion  upon 
oath,  they  could  not  resile  withont  the 
chaige  of  perjury,  when  they  came  to  bear 
evidence  in  causa,  and  before  the  assize. 
By  this  letter  indeed  the  lords  of  the  jufrti- 
ciary  are  to  talce  the  witnesses'  oaths,  which 
how  far  it  agrees  with  judges  before 
iVv^y  come  to  judge  directly,  I  must  leave 
«»  Bre guilty  thereof.  And  being  iufonned  oi   Xo  QXViti^^  \i\3L\.>ai»S&  w^«s  ^^'a.ihc  couii- 
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cil  Jay  this  upon  them,  and  the  oomicil 
th«*m^vee  had  power,  or  asBuiued  it,  to  do 
thif  ;  7ea»  mao  j  times  it  «'aa  left  entirely 
to.th*  adfocate  to  do  it,  who  waa  evidently 
n  party  in  these  cases. 

But  I  oome  forward  to  the  procednre  of 
the  lords  of  justiciary  thia  year,  after  their 
nacaipt  of  such  a  oonuniasion  from  the  king; 
and,  that  same  day,  January  8th,  I  find 
.Thomas  Cunningham  of  Montgrenan  before 
Ihem  indicted  for  treason  and  rebellion.  For 
probation  hia  own  confession  in  adduced, 
enutted  before  the  lords  December  8th  last. 
That  he  and  the  laird  of  Bedlane  Cunning- 
iaat,  James  Edmonston,  and  others,  came 
^pon  Saturday  before  the  engagement,  to 
UamiltosHnoir,  and  joined  the  rebels  at 
Bothweli-bridge^  that  he  had  a  home,  pis- 
tola^  and  a  sword,  and  that  he  fled  with 
them;  and  begs  the  lords  may  intercede 
with  his  majesty  for  his  pardon,  declares 
himself  willing  to  take  the  test  To  all  this 
he  now  judicially  adheres  before  the  assise, 
and  they  bring  him  in  guilty.  The  lords 
delay  his  doom  till  the  15th,  I  suppose  that 
they  might  advise  with  the  council  anent 
the  day,  and  to  allow  room  for  a  remission. 
On  tho  Idth  the  sentence  is  pronounced, 
that  upon  the  first  Wednesday  of  April 
nextv  he  should  be  executed  as  a  traitor, 
and  demeaned  at  die  cross  of  Edinburgh ; 
and  he  is  forfeited.  We  have  heard  before, 
vpon  the  18th  the  council  intercede  for  this 
gentleman,  and,  I  make  no  doubt;  prevailed 
as  to  hia  life. 

Upon  the  same  day  I  find  William  Martin 
of  DuUurg  younger,  indicted  of  treason  and 
rebellion.  The  matter,  it  seems,  as  to  him 
had  been  compromised,  as  in  the  case  of 
some  others  mentioned  in  the  former  years, 
Vy  a  renunciation  of  part  of  his  lands, 
however  I  shall  set  down  the  form  of  this. 
The  pannel  when  his  libel  is  read,  declares 
he  ia  rsady  and  willing  to  abide  hi?  trial,  as 
being  altogether  innocent,  and  dissented 
from  all  other  further  continuation  of  it, 
and  produoeth  a  renunciation  before  the 
lords,  the  tenor  whereof  follows.  **  Be  it 
kend  to  all  men,  me  William  Martin,  eldest 
son  to  James  Martin  of  Dnllurg ;  forasmuch 
aa  I  am  pursued  before  the  lords  of 
justiciary,  for  alleged  being  in  the  rebellion 
1679,  and  seeii^  I  am  neither  heritor,  nor 
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guilty  of  the  said  crime,  tliereforc  in 
tiieir  presence  1  renounce  and  resign 
in  fisTonr  of  the  king^a  moat  excellent  m&* 
jesty,  lord  high  treasurer,  and  treasurer- 
depute,  all  lands  and  heritages  befaUen  to  me, 
whereiu  I  was  infefted,  or  had  a  right  before 
the  said  rebellion,  or  his  majesty's  gracious 
indemnity,  and  oblige  me,  my  heirs  and 
successors,  to  denude  myself  hereof  ori/iii 
kalriii  modo,  at  sight  of  the  lord  treasurer,  or 
treasurer-depute  and  consent  these  present  be 
rcgistrated,  &&*'  The  lords,  in  respect  of  the 
pannel's  renunciation,  and  offering  to  abide 
a  trial,  do  desert  the  diet  eimpliciter^  and 
ordain  him  to  enact  himself  to  compear 
when  cited ;  whereupon  he  takes  in- 
struments. Upon  January  15th,  William 
M*Clelland  of  Auchinguil,  and  Hugh  Max- 
well of  Caill,  are  libelled  as  above,  renounce, 
and  the  diet  is  deserted  siu^iciter^Mnd  they 
engaged  to  appear  when  cited.  And  the 
same  day  William  M'CuUoch  of  Gleichred, 
renounces  as  above,  takes  the  bond  of 
peace  and  the  test,  and  is  set  at  liberty. 

The  process  against  WilHaih  Lawrie  of 
Blackwood,  hath  been  Irinted  at  as  illegal, 
and  very  hard,  and  thercfbre  I  shall  give  as 
short  an  account  of  it  as  I  can.  Last  year, 
November  94th,  this  gentleman  was  brought 
before  the  council,  and  they,  upon  hearing 
him  as  to  his  libel,  pasa  the  following  act 
^  Anent  our  sovereign  lord's  letters  in  the 
matter  underwritten,  mentioning,  that  albeit 
it  be  the  duty  of  all  his  majesty's  good 
subjects,  to  detect,  discover,  apprehend,  and 
present  to  justice,  any  guilty  of  trea&on  and 
rebellion,  who  have  been  their  tenants,  and 
haunt  upon  their  ground ;  and  tluit  by  the 
laws  of  this  kingdom,  the  harbouring  and 
resetting  such  persona,  the  furnishing  them 
with  meat,  drink,  house,  or  harbour,  and 
the  allowing  them  to  labour,  manure,  or 
occupy  their  lands,  as  if  they  were  free 
persons,  is  severely  punishable  as  crimes 
of  a  high  nature:  nevertheless,  William 
Lawrie  of  Blackwood,  being  a  person  who 
hath  deeply  shared  in  his  majesty's  bounty, 
by  acta  of  indemnity  emitted  by  his  majesty ; 
albeit  he  was  brought  under  the  compass 
of  the  laws  for  negotiating  with  the  rebels 
1666,  yet  the  said  William  Lawrie  con- 
tinuing and  persisting  in  his  disajflecUoo.  Va 
hU  ma.je«iy  *  ^oNWiitacfiV^'*^  ^"^"^  w^k^-* 
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hf  hit  aidingr,  abeUing,  afsutiiig',  and 
'^^  counteiianciiii^  rebels,  g:iTeatlieni  too 
mmdtk  enoonragenieiit  to  penist  and  rewatau 
in  their  rebelHout  ooonet.  Which  ii  mni- 
f eit,  in  to  to  M  the  frealett  put  of  the  ten- 
ants  of  the  Undt  of  BUck  wood,  were  aetoally 
in  the  late  rebellion,  and  after  the  defeat 
of  the  rebels,  were  actually  received  back 
by  him  as  tenants  of  the  s^  lands,  allowed 
to  lahoor  and  manors  the  ground,  and  did 
reoeiTe  mail  and  duty  from  them;  and 
partionhffly  John  Alston  ton  to  John  Alston 
miHer,  who  murdered  comet  Uraham, 
Thomas  Allan  in  Mungrie-hill,  John  Uao 
in  Kifknurchal,  John  Has  his  son,  and 
Thomas  Watson  in  Chapel,  who  was  after- 
wards killed  at  Ayrs-moas,  and  hath  reset 
ami  corresponded  with  them  as  free  penons, 
nlheit  they  had  been  by  the  jnsticea  found 
guilty,  or  declared  outlaws;  whereby  the 
Mtld  William  is  guilty  of  au  open  aud 
ptpB*fiifc>.  crime,  for  which  he  ought  to  be 
punished  in  his  person  and  goods,  to  the 
temw  of  othe».  Being  called  and  com- 
pearing on  the  7tb  of  June  last,  he  alleged 
he  was  no  heritor  of  these  lauds,  but  only 
administiator  to  -his  children  these  ttvo 
yeart  past,  aud  during  that  space  he  did 
not  lire  upon  the  place.  The  lordb  sus- 
tained the  libel  to  be  proven  by  wiuiesses, 
and  repelled  the  defence,  in  regard  ho  hath 
intromitted  with  tlie  rents,  and  the  vicinity 
of  the  place,  and  the  continuance  of  the 
time,  and  so  is  presumed  to  know  ail  the 
tenautB^  except  he  will  instruct  that,  in  due 
time,  he  hath  done  legal  diligence  to  appre- 
hend the  rebels,  or  so  to  discover  them, 
that  they  might  be  apprehended,  or  at  least 
put  them  off  the  ground  before  tlie  intent- 
iiig  of  this  process.  Thii  day  he  being 
absent,  the  witnesses  are  called,  and  it  is 
found  that  these  named,  and  some  others, 
have  been  harboured  and  reset  by  the  de- 
fender upon  tho  lands  of  Black  H'ood,  and 
tome  of  them  in  bis  own  family.  The 
lords,  in  regard  the  crimes  are  of  so  high  a 
natar»v  snd  the  probation  to  full,  refer  tlie 
whole  matter  to  the  justices,  and  ordain  the 
advocaie  to  insist  against  him.** 

January  ^lat^  this  gentlcman*s  process 
before  the  justiciary  begins,  and  he  is  in- 
dictcdf  *'ThAt  after  he  had  been  brought 


with  rebels  at  Pendand,  and  wa»  indenn&- 
6ed,  coatianed  in  hia  aidiag,  abetting,  ani 
eneouragiag  rebels,  inasBsiidi  an  whsa 
many  of  the  tenants  of  the  hmdb  of  Bbck- 
wood  had  been  at  BothwolUvidge,  W  i«. 
ceivcd  them  back  at  teumts,  «b4  received 
■mil  and  duty  fram  them,  as  if  (hey  had 
been  his  m^esty's  free  licgea,  tbesefore 
hath  incured  tho  pain  of  trcasosi.  at 
is  art  and  part  with  them  in  the  aaid 
And  by  an  additioaal  libel  he  ia  indioted,ler 
commwsionati  ng,  giving  order,  int  eonnaving 
at  James  delland  and  James  Wikon,  kmswa 
rebels,  to  come  in  the  nsouth  of  May  er 
June,  1679,  to  the  houae  of  Doi^hM,  and 
take  away  two  cannons,  and  aoveral  bones 
belonging  to  the  amrquis  of  Douglas,  and  a 
horse  of  his  own,  which  were  employed  by 
the  said  rebels ;  and  hit  resetting,  oonvei»' 
ing  with,  and  furnishing  tacka  to  the  said 
James  Wilson,  and  employing  him  in  his 
affairs  after  the  rebellion;  and  another  ad- 
ditional article,  that  he  allowed  tlie  ss^ 
James  Wilson  in  Townhead  of  J>oii^^ 
to  stay  in  the  castle  of  I>ouglas,  though  a 
notorious  rebcL*'  For  the  pannel  it  a'ss 
answered,  that  he  concurred  no  further  ia 
the  buidness  of  Pentland  with  the  rebels, 
tlian  as  commiasionated  by  general  Dalsiel, 
to  go  aud  intimate  to  them  the  proclama- 
tion of  council  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and 
submit  to  the  king's  authority;  that  bi« 
converse  with  rebels  till  once  intercom- 
muned,  which  the  above-mentioned  werr 
not,  infers  not  the  pains  in  tho  libel ;  tliat 
the  persons  named  in  the  libel  were  tenants 
included  in  the  indemnity,  and  the  lieges 
consequently  in  bimajidc  to  converse  with 
them,  and  receive  them  in  their  land^s, 
though  they  had  not  taken  the  bond  iif 
peace,  when  they  had  not  been  interconi- 
muned:  and  it  was  further  ui^ged  by  h» 
lawyers,  that  this  libel  cannot  go  to  an  as- 
size, unless  tho  rebels  were  convici ;  that  a 
person  pursued  for  reset  and  converse 
cannot  be  put  to  the  knowledge  of  an 
assize,  all  such  qualifications  being  but  a 
degree  of  accession,  unless  the  principal 
party  were  first  judicially  convict ;  and  if 
this  order  were  inverted,  it  might  fall  out, 
that  one  might  be  condemned  as  accessory, 
and  accomplice  of  the  alleged    crime  of 


'jaderihe  compass  of  law,  for  ncgoV\al\v\j\»:vvo\\\w,>N\\^i>  vj\wi\v  h<i  came  to  bo  tric«i. 
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might  be  SL^^uit  of  the  tame  orune^  which, 
if  it  did  fiill  oot,  nuut  oonTinoe,  that  the 
penon  tint  coodemaed  was  abaohitely  ii^ 
Doceiit  And  further,  that  when  whole 
tracts  ef  cattntrica  have  been  in  a  rebeUinn* 
it  can  neTer  be  made  appear,  that  penooa 
were  eTer  pnrsoed,  mnch  lets  fonnd  gwlij 
of  the  crime  of  treaaon,  upon  die  qiialific»- 
tkms  libelled,  ezoept^  bj  the  higfaeat  dtgree 
of  diligence  and  ezeontion,  a  public  mavk 
were  pnt  npon  rebda,  and  they  intercom- 
nnined,  which  in  .other  countries  is  called 
bammm.  That  the  tenants  not  taking  the 
bond  npon  the  indemnity  is^^Kfton  aHemam, 
wherein  the  law  preennes  we  may  be  igno- 
rant; and  howerer  it  may  forfeit  rebeb 
thcmselTes  of  die  indemnity,  yet  their  pul>- 
lic  repairing  to  their  dwellings,  public  oon- 
Terse,  and  being  put  to  no  trouble  orpiesecu- 
tioii  by  his  majesty's  officers,  was  a  good 
ground  to  think  they  were  not  guilty ;  and 
lastly,  that  the  pannel  was  not  heritor  of 
those  lands:  and  as  to  their  being  notorious- 
ly known  to  be  rebds,  notoriety  in  terms  of 
law  esn  only  be  founded  upon  letters  of  in- 
teroomnnming,  as  appears  from  the  rery  n»> 
tnre  of  them ;  and  though  the  lords  hate  in 
former  cases  found,  that  notoriously  known^ 
held  and  repute  rebels,  is  sufficient  in  this 
case,  yet  it  appears  a  matter  of  that  impor- 
tance, as  deserres  their  lordshiprf*  reconsidp 
ention. 

In  answer,  the  adrocate  insists  upon  the 
notoriety ybcft,  though  wj/ijurisj  and  that 
this  is  already  determined,  the  judges  haring 
already  declared  law  in  cases  of  this  nature. 
The  lords  repel  the  defences,  find  the  in- 
dictment relevant,  and  remit  the  probation 
to  an  assise,  and  delay  this  process  until 
February  4th.  This  is  as  short  an  abbreviate 
of  the  reasomngs  on  both  sides,  as  I  could 
give  the  reader.  That  day  Blackwood's  law- 
yers indst,  that  the  libel  ought  not  to  be 
remitted  to  an  assize,  and  advance  several 
defences  for  the  pannel,  as  that  the  libel  is 
not  special;  that  Blackwood  was  tutor  to 
his  grandchild,  that  he  lived  at  Edinbugh 
where  the  Porteous  rolls  of  shires  are  not 
intimated;  that  all  persons  named  in  the 
libel,  for  many  years  had  conversed  openly 
at  fairs,  markets,  &c  without  any  person  to 
challenge  them.  The  advocate  replies, 
that    the   lords    hare    already  by    their 


interiocuter  found,  that  it  is  treason  . 

16S3. 
to  converse  with  psnona  denouneed  ^^^ 

fhgitives  or  open  and  notecions  rebels^  though 
not  intercommnned ;  and  the  locda  repel  the 
deCmoes,  and  in  partienlar  that  ef  notoriety 
in  converse  at  kirk,  nuukets,  &ics,  Ice 
with  persona  of  all  coaditionBi.  It  ia  further 
argued  for  the  pannel,  ihat  he  was  no  way 
accessory  to  the  taking  away  of  the  cannon 
fesm  Douglas  caatle ;  that  he  conversed  not 
with  James  CleUand  and  Jamea  Wilson 
until  October  after,  when  they  were  openly, 
at  his  &thei^8  burial;  that  the  horse  libsiM 
wan  the  marquis  of  Douglas',  not  hia;  that 
James  Wilson  wsa  a  common  and  known 
drover,  and  ao  he  did  employ  him  and  deal 
with  him,  when  the  whole  country  about  hia 
did  so  openly.  The  lords  sepeL  all  the  de- 
fences^ a^  remit  the  matter  to  a»  aasiae, 
anddebytheprocesstillFebmBryGth.  Tho 
reader  cannot  but  perceive  the  iniquity  and 
severity  of  this  procednre,  and  nothing  is 
chargeable  upon  this  gmtlsman,  hut  con^ 
verse  with  peo^  whom  all  the  country 
conversed  and  openly  dealt  with. 

With  what  views*  and  whether  to  fright 
and  involve  the  gentleHan,  I  know  not,  but 
upottthe  &£k  of  Febrtiary,  the  lord%  before 
probation  is  adduce^  leqdre  the  pannel  to 
dedure,  whether  he  waa  guilty  of  the  crime 
Hbelled ;  which  meHiod  I  have  net  observed 
in  other  processes  that  are  crimiaaL  And 
Blackwood  declares,  *  that  as  to  the  probo- 
tion  he  comes  in  the  king^  wilL 

**  William  Laweb." 

Then  for  probation  the  advocate  addncetb 
the  Porteous  rdO,  and  hooka  of  adjournal, 
bearing,  that  the  persons  with  whem  Black- 
wood conrersed  were  in  the  rebellion. 
Some  of  them  compear,  and  dedan  upon 
oath  they  paid  rent  to  Bbekwood  since 
1679,  though  I  do  not  find  Aey  isdared 
they  were  in  the  rebellion.  It  aeems,  the 
rolls  and  bodka  of  a^goumal  were  the  foot 
on  which  the  advocate  wodd  have  that  to 
stand ;  and  other  witness  aie  adduced,  and 
depone  they  heard  die  fbrmer  converse  with 
Blackwood,  then  the  assins  inclose.  Feb- 
ruary 7th  the  asttse  return  their  verdict, 
that  they  find  the  pannel  gmlty  of  harbour- 
ing and  conversing  with  dedared  rebela 
i  and  fufv^vca,  vw^wi  V|  ^awi  ^H¥*2M»-^ 
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witnesses:  and  Aluofindby  hisjndi^l  daHn,  who*  had  been  oondennied  for  his 


^^^  cial  submission  w  to  tb«  probadoBy  ^ 
that  he  comes  in  Ike  king's  wilL  The  lords 
a^iudgethe  ssid  William  Lawrie  to  be  taken 
to  the  market-oross  of  Edinbuigh  the  last 
of  February  instant^  there  to  faaTO  his  head 
severed  fimn  his  body,  his  nauMs  memory, 
fame,  and  honours  to  be  extinct,  and  his 
lands  forfeited  to  his  miyesty  for  ever. 

After  sentence  was  passed  upon  thb  g;en- 
tleman,  the  king  was  acquainted  with  the 
process,  and  a  letter  comes,  dated  February 
1^4th  bearing,  ho  bad  lately  received  an  ao- 
oonnt  of  their  proceedings  against  William 
Lawrie  of  Blackwood,  now  prisoner,  and 
condemned  to  die  for  treason,  and  is  well 
pleased  therewith,  and  particnlarly  with 
their  ordering  the  adyocato  to  pursue  him 
criminally,  and  gives  them  thanks.  There- 
upon he  was  reprieyed  till  the  end  of 
March.  BCarch  82d  I  find  the  committee, 
which  had  been  appointed  to  consider  the 
caseof  WilUam  Lawrie  of  Blackwood,  re- 
port, that  the  marquis  of  Douglas  hath  not 
cleared  his  accounts  with  the  said  William 
Lawrie,  and  that  it  rery  nearly  imports  the 
said  marquis  to  have  them  stated,  and  the 
time  whereat  he  is  to  die  being  at  hand, 
there  is- need  of  a  farther  reprieve.  The 
council  reprieve  him  till  the  last  Friday 
of  November.  At  this  time  he  is  further 
reprieved,  and  January  12th  16B4,  upon  a 
petition  from  the  marquis  of  Douglas,  the 
council  intercede  with  the  king  for  a  re^ 
mission,  and  the  reason  is,  because  William 
Lawrie  knows  the  marqais'  affairs  and  ac- 
counts best;  and  it  comes  doH-n  January 

3l8t 

I  go  on  to  other  processes  as  they  stand 
in  the  criminal  books.  I  meet  with  a  pro- 
cess February  12th  against  John  Menzics 
in  Dalquharn,  who  is  indicted  for  his  life,  and 
condemned  to  die,  merely  for  converse  with 
John  8chaw  of  (vreenhill,  fugitate,  and  a 
letter,  he  said  when  drunk,  he  received  from 
John  Balfour  of  Kinloch.  The  probation 
is  very  confused  in  the  register,  and  sentence 
is  pronounced  ;  but  he  offering  to  take  the 
test,  being  regular  and  attending  upon  the 
curate,  no  doubt  he  was  reprieved.  They 
were  not  persons  of  liis  stamp  who  were 
now  executed. 


aoosssion  to  Bothwell,  presents  to  the  fords 
the  king's  remission  fbr  his  Iweiay  at  the 
rebellion,  and  he  is  set  at  liberty.  And 
March  6th,  Robert  Ferguson,  late  of  Lettcf^ 
pui,  of  whom  before,  prodaoeHh  a  remissien 
for  his  eonoem  in  the  rebellion,  and  is 
libcfata.  Bfaroh  19th,  William  M'Cldloch 
in  Cleibhred,  before  mentioned,  makes  a 
rennnciatioii  of  his  heritages  in  the  hands 
of  the  trsanirer  and  treasnreiMlepnte,  s» 
those  above,  January  8th,  and  binds  him- 
self never  to  rise  in  arms  againat  the  king 
or  any  commissionated  by  him,  and  enads 
himself  to  compear  when  called,  asid  ao  the 
k>rds  desert  the  procees  against  bias  for 
hia  accession  to  Bothwell-bridfs^  MSmpH- 
citer. 

March  27th,  James  Lawrie  writer  hi 
Lanark,  presented  himself  before  the  Justi- 
ciary. It  seems  his  peace  had  beeli  made, 
and  a  remission  secured;  he  had  been 
found  guilty  in  absence,  March  ISIst,  }681, 
by  an  assize,  of  treason  and  rebeHion,  and 
ordained  to  be  executed  to  death  when  ap- 
prehended: the  lords  adjudge  him  to  be 
carried  to  the  market-cross  of  Edinbuifb, 
Wednesday,  April  4th  and  hanged ;  and  the 
magistrates  of  Edinburgh  to  see  to  the 
execution.  By  the  council  registers,  I  find 
he  petitions  the  council  for  a  prorogaticm 
of  his  reprieve,  which  they  granted  until 
the  first  Friday  of  November.  These  long 
reprieves  are  generally  a  preface  to  remis- 
sion; and,  April  1684,  I  find  him  recom- 
mended for  a  remission  to  his  majesty,  who 
no  doubt  granted  it 

On  tlie  22d  of  March,  as  I  noticed  on  the 
first  section,  the  council  granted  a  justiciary 
power  to  major  White,  upon  his  appre- 
hending John  Nisbet,  to  prosecute  him 
criminally,  upon  the  place,  for  having  lieen 
at  Bothwell ;  and  William  Crichton,  sher- 
iff-depute of  Ayrshire,  is  adjoined  to  the 
major  in  this  matter.  I  have  not  met  with 
any  further  accounts  of  his  trial  there,  but 
what  is  published  in  the  Cloud  of  Witnesses, 
and  his  speech  which  he  left  behind  him. 
His  trial  was  at  Kilmarnock,  to  frighten 
that  country,  who  were  very  much  strang- 
ers to  executions.  At  his  examination,  he 
w«A  loosed  hard  to  tell  when  or  where  he 


February  £Gth,  John  Gibson  of  AucVxiu-\\MsA  *ft^Ti  ^Q\«i  ^SafiwfcN.  iill\\»&Ul^  whom 
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they  were  seeking  for  with  ffeat  "nol 
When  he  wee  positive  in  hie  ref mal  to  tell 
way  thing  enenthim,  the  mijor,  in  a  &»»- 
ner  unworthy  not  only  of  a  judge,  but  of  a 
Christian,  sodded  him,  and  said,  he  wooM 
make  him  tell  what  he  knew,  otherwise 
he  would  make  him  sit  three  hours  in  helL 
John  answered,  'that  was  not  in  his  power.' 
1%  was  asked  at  him,  'if  he  was  under  any 
oath  of  secreey  not  to  tell  of  othecs.'  He 
aiwwered,  'he  was  under  no  oath  as  to  these 
things,  except  that  of  the  CoTenant,  which 
Innds  him  to  the  duty  the  scripture  requires, 
with  rektion  to  his  Christian  friends  in 
their  sufferings.'  Being  asked,  'if  he 
preached  or  expounded  scripture,'  he  an- 
awered, '  he  was  never  a  minister,  and  none 
but  quakers  expounded  scripture  without 
a  mission,  and  their  prinoiplea  he  entirely 
-disowned.'  Next  he  was  asked,  'if  he 
owned  the  king  as  head  of  the  church,' 
ha  answered,  'I  acknowledge  none  to  be 
the  head  of  the  church  but  Christ'  After 
his  examinatJoiy  he  was  indicted  for  trea^ 
•on  and  rebeUioa.  I  do  not  find  any  wit* 
neases  adduced  to  prove  him  guilty.  He 
aaja  in  his  last  speech,  which  hath  been 
pnnted,  "That  he  was  indicted  upon  liis 
owning  the  lawfulness  of  the  rising  at 
Bofthwellrbridge^  which  he  did  with  much 
cl^rfulness,  as  reckoning  it  self-defence, 
and  in  defence  of  the  gospel :  next,  upon 
his  disowning  the  curates,  which  was  in- 
terpreted disowning  all  authority,  yet  he 
dispwned  them  very  boldly.  Sdly.  Upon 
his  hearing  Mr  Caigill,  Mr  John  King,  and 
others;  which  he  also  confessed,  and  blessed 
God  that  ever  he  had  heard  them.  4<tlily. 
His  refusing  to  pray  for  the  king's  person, 
and  goTcmmeut  and  authority,  which,  he 
sig^s,  he  had  no  clearness  to  do,  he  reckon- 
ing it  to  be  owning  him  to  be  right  in  all 
that  he  had  done  in  oppressing  God's 
people."  Upon  these  heads  this  good  man 
was  sentenced  to  be  hanged  at  Kilmarnock 
crpss^  April  4th  this  year.  I  have  before 
me  a  lai^  account  of  his  carriage  at  his 
execution  that  day,  and  his  last  words  on 
the  ladder,  too  long  to  be  insert  here,  taken 
from  his  mouth  in  short  hand.  He  had  a 
grave  courage  and  staid  ness  when  he  came 
to  the  place  of  execution.  After  lie  had 
prayed,  lie  sang  the  IGth  Psalm,  from  the 


1 6th  verse  to  the  okise,  with  a  great 
dealolaffMtioaaadjay;andtheiiread  ^^^ 
.  the  8th-ohaptcr  to  the  iioman%  and  prayed 
again.  When  be  had  delivered  hie  bible  to  hia 
uncle,  he  made  himself  ready  for  the  exo- 
j  cutioner,  not  expecting  to  get  leave  to  say 
I  any  thing  to  the  spectators;  but  essaying  to 
I  speak,  and  not  being  iateiropted,  he  con- 
tinued a  good  while  in  an  extempemy  dis- 
course, pressing  than  to  godliness,  and  re- 
commending religion  to  them,  ftom  his  own 
feeling  and  experienoe.  He  notices,  that 
this  is  .the  first  execution  of  this  kind  at  that 
pUuie^  and  is  of  the  opinion,  it  is  not  like  to 
be  the  Ust;  he  tells  them,  death  is  before 
them  all,  and  if  it  were  staring  them  in  the 
face,  as  nearly  as  it  was  him  at  present,  he 
doubts  not  there  would  be  many  awakened 
consciences  among  them;  bat  as  Ibr  himself, 
though  death  be  naturally  terrible,  and  a 
violent  death  yet  more  terrible,  yet  the  sting 
of  it  is  taken  away,  and  he  ean  say,  he 
reckons  every  step  of  the  ladder  to  be  a  step 
nearer  heaven.  When  going  em  ta  give 
some  account  of  the  oause  of  his  sufferings, 
and  his  indictmenti  a  confiHioa  was.  rsised 
by  the  soLdien^  and  he  liroka  off,  and  draw 
the  napkin  over  his  iu:%^  and  was  tomed  off 
when  commending  hisaonl  into  his  Father^s 
hands.  This  person  lived  in  tha  parish  of 
Lowdon,  and  is  generally  named  Mm  Nis- 
bet  younger,  to  distinguish  him  from  John 
Nisbet  of  UardhilL  Another  Jasssa  Kisbet 
in  the  same  parish,  suffered  next  year  at 
Glasgow,  as  we  shall  hear. 

Upon  the  2d  of  April,  a  process  of  for- 
feiture is  raised  before  the  justiciary,  against 
the  undera-ritten  persons.  I  have  a  copy 
before  me,  of  the  criminal  letters  i^nst 
them,  of  three  or  four  sheets,  too  long  to  be 
insert  here  or  in  the  appendix,  and  there* 
fore  I  shall  only  give  an  abstract  of  the 
most  material  articles  here.  '  Anent  crim- 
inal letters  raised  by  Sir  George  Mackenzie 
of  Rosehaugh  his.  nujjesty's  advocate, 
against  John  Balfour  of  Kinloch,  called 
Captain  Burleigh,  John  Russel  portioner  of 
Kettle,  Robert  Hamilton  brother  to  Sir 
William  Hamilton  of  Preston,  Mr  John 
Hogg  Minister  at  Rotterdam,  JMr  Robert 
Fleming  there,  Smitli,  Mr  RobiTt 

Langlands,  Andrew   Russel  Factor,  Joliu 
Russel    Factor,  aioA   Sum^   ^NaoasX.  im^ 
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tinMtat  WMMMd  bf  *•  frivr  •>« 
«V  w4  tiWht  t*  jmM  igitait  mA 
MMiaibMMti  aal  if  mM  wdMt  I 

MfeM^MiCtbiiyvtnyPMBtt  aaditkw 
<tfft4lwt4t»«idJJwWiMtor,ww»<hi 
■wNkwiflttto-tiiiiiiil  OmM  Bm* 

rfM>  ia.tlw  MMh«r  WfiMw  Jww  4 
iUuftt  St  AMbiMVK  alWBt.  two  MilM 

*lnA)P'VMih<l"Slwi  «*«]'>'■  *•"**  (•(•- 
WPMaMiiua  P««L  teOa^.awl  topnrfer 

flMdKiikitf  hii  «««pi«  AH«litH,cr«i* 

i«ilMoiMl7e»i»bMBNv  Uoa^arfi 
MlNondi  »  Wi  bMd  aodotlMr  phM^  «■< 

HWUtat  B*U— »Uridy»,  iurf«r  tbo 
MmmhA  of  the  Mid  IMwt  H— iltow. 
A**  w^MV  br  *fa*£lif«BM  «<  bk  ^fMtr^ 
AMa%llMriHMUM'l«««wiUr  wOaM. 
ttkB,tkiraed.t*tlM  UMtod  FiVTincM of 
BrilM^wlMM  tfc«  hM  Mr  Joha  Hc«g^ 
Ml  ItabMt  Hwir,  Ifa- Bobwt  U^kn^ 
ftai  ooBTWMd  iritii  tbMi,  Inifcoond,  np- 

■  with  moB»ftai 

■  1«T0^  I6«K  1681, 

in  «attt 


HfDonaU  Ghqrai.  Hr  Biehv*  Chm«na, 
llBJeka  Bm.  Mr  JDkTM  Hntt^  Hr  Mat 
Wtag,  Mr  ioha  KM,  Mr  Joha  W«F,  Ifr 
Ibnu  HoffbHr  AaAmr  A«teM^  lb 
Mb  H«n^  Mr  AIsmk^w  WUmh,  Bfr 
AlMMd*^  B«rtaiB,  Mr  A«Mta  frriM,  Mr 
Ml*  WeUir«Dd.  Mr  TkgOM  Mufill,  wa- 

aUn-JkHdia  Um  Mbdlioii  1679,  mAwW 


ioCercoBiiauiied.     Ani)  the  (uii  ^lowi 
lIoSKi  Mening,  Smith,  and  LaugUuda,  *n 
pd  nt  Uut  height  of  impietj,  to  awn  asd 
EuauiUiu  thu  treatooBble  Bud  lacnlcgimn 
ogreniiDl,    (wliich.    ouuasivaed    «»    vvcb 
Llowbhed,     and    the     kw^     uf    thv    liTn 
of   10    dud;    good     aul^ectv    ami     wit 
the  ei^ne  of   tbe   uholc   aiutropbe  of 
th«     rebelliuus,    and     itDiiamUekd,      ud 
accursed  murder   uf   our    auvereii^    Ifri 
Charles   1.   I»  Ibe  eTerlwliiig  i«|tfttw4  uf 
the  pruteidaiil  retif^on)  add,  in  an  tapisu 
and  inaoleDt  nuiiuier,  did  take   opim  dan 
to    dvLiiw  troin    thu    Lwd'a  taUc,  m<^  -W     i 
iwned  hi*  mj^e>l;'«  aiithorilj',  ot  aKuM«i 
and    Krtted     him   iii    Lli«   guvernmcDt,  u     i 
eucmiea  to    C'briit  uad  bi«  kii^dom;  uJ     1 
ajDsultrd  (LDd  treated  for  admiuiug  lh<  laii     i 
Johu  Balfour  U>  thr  tutiU  «f  the  l,.tKd  i  llul 
duriii;  tiie  Dutch  war,  th^  pra>-rd  puh 
tidy  iar   tlie   uwcew  of  the  Corcea  of  tin     ' 
MalaBiOfCililiirtthdraaverci^  lardlh«kin|' 
and  th*  uud  James  btuort  being-  the.  mil  if 
a  lather  wbow  diiiloyul  piiacijdea  wul  pno^     | 
tioe*     Imidwl    to    the    dcstrucnan    of  .Ui     . 
in^estf's  anlliorit}  and  jpiveniiaeiit,  ia  tk 
tiawrfftaJrt»wWBi;W»miTHPIII»    ! 
aniMdtoi^  hiiflrt  a(.kM^M|g%,ldw    . 


tloat  wiaAwto  ana  isMad  t»,iBifc,4pi 

■m  Um  nalfam,  wtMjatarmaiflbpB.tk*  il- 


tiM  of  tb»  Uto  aari  «f  J>iK]4(^ai  WMi,xrUth 
(•par wM dMfDfd fta.b*  pdMlfd.rJ>r)MMii 
haarttflTBJwtad  M  tlw.  I«tor.flrii» 
■Ht,  aoa  ttiW  ifpMitid  to  to  «'M:«irt 
to  tto  praMtaat  MliiM  n<  Iw.  «id««;V 
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Cftlinarjr  In  Hutt  of  penoni  bein^  out  of 
the  kiiigilotti ';  iuid  at  present  imiitiagilnst 
Robert  Hamflton  and  John  Balfour.  The 
lords  find  the  dittay  relevant,  and  remit  it 
to  probation  before  an  asrize.  Witnesses 
appear,  and  depone  they  saw  Robert  Ham- 
ilton general  at  Bothwell-brid^y  and 
Bilfonf  captain  of  a  troop  of  horse.  An- 
other witness  depones,  that  wlien  Balfour 
was  fleeinjr,  he  heard  him  say  he  had 
re6ehred  )ik  shot,  the  *  devil  cutoff  the  liands 
tMt'gare  it*  The  assise  brings  them  in 
gtriKy  oif  what  is  libelled,  and  the  lords  ad- 
Judge 'them  to  be  executed  and  demeaned 
aa  thdton,  when  apprehended,  and  their 
iiaon^,  ihme,  and  memory  to  be  extinct,  and 
their  lands  to  fall  to  his  majesty  as  in  com- 
mon formi  Upon  absence,  after  citation, 
John  Rnssel  portioner  of  Kettle,  Messrs 
John  Hogg,  Langiands,  and  Smith,  and 
James  Stuart,  are  put  to  the  horn  and  for- 
Mted.  We  shall  meet  with  Mr  Stuart, 
and  Mr' Langiands  afterwards  in  the  pnn 
^ress  of  this  history. 

A  representation  was  given  in  the  same 
diet,  that  Mr  Robert  Fleming  was  in  Soot- 
land  in  the  time  of  the  Dutch  war,  and 
that  he  raised  John  Balfour  from  the  table 
of  the  Lord,  and  the  representationB  of 
merchants  and  others  in  fiivours  of  Andrew 
Kossel  and  John  Fleming,  (it  is  Rnssel 
bef(M«,  and  either  the  former  or  this  is 
wrong  written)  the  diet  of  all  the  three  is 
cxmiinned :  and  I  find  November  I2di,  thw 
diet  ia  further  continued;  and  Decem- 
ber 3d  Mr  Robert  Fleming  is  continued  to 
the  first  Monday  of  April,  1084s  and  April 
S4th,  1684^  I  find  an  act  of  council  present- 
ed in  ikvonrs  of  Mr  Robert  Fleming  and 
Andrew  Russel.  The  act  aneot  Mr  Fleming 
I  find  in  the  oouaciUregisters,  dated  April 
8tfa,  1084^  which  I  insert  here,  that  the 
rsader  may  have  the  wlu^e  of  this  together- 
**  Anenl  a  petition  presented  from  Mr  Robert 
Fleming,  minister  at  Rotterdam,  showing, 
that  the  petitioner  being  indicted  at  the 
instoboe  oif  his  majesty's  advocate,  for 
alleged  resetting  and  interoonununing 
vrith  rebels  in  Holland,  and  allowing  the 
bloody  and  sacrilegious  murderer  John 
Balfour,  to  partake  of  the  sacrament,  and 
for  his  alleged  preying  for  snccess  to  the 
Hollanders,  against  his   majesty's   navies 


dnringtheDotch  war;  and  being  vale-  ^^^ 
tttdinary  and  langinhing  nnder  the 
difficulties  of  old  age,and  soiacapaUe  toconso 
to  Scotland,  therefore  die  council  have  tern 
time  to  time  continued  hv  diet ;  and  seciag 
he  is  altogether  free  and  innocent  of  what 
is  libelled,  which  he  can  make  easily  appear; 
for,  in  the  time  of  the  Dutch  war,  and  sot- 
erel  yean  before  and  after,  he  lived  peaoea- 
bly  and  loyally  in  Scotland,  and  then,  as  ever 
since,  prayed  heartily  for  the  prosperity 
of  his  majeety*s  person,  govemaMOt,  and 
forces.  And  the  petitioner  was  so  for  fhnn 
admitting  the  bloody  murderer  named,  to 
the  Lord's  table,  that  he  on  the  oontmy 
caused  raise  and  extrade  him  therefWmi, 
as  can  be  proven  by  all  the  people  then 
present;  and  fbr  which  the  petitioner  was 
nphreided  and  reprehended  by  the  hoC^ 
headed  foaaties  his  favonren :  therefore  he 
humbly  supplicates,  that  the  council  may 
please  to  relieve  lum  from  further  troilbie, 
by  appointing  the  justices  to  desert  the 
diet,  at  least  to  continue  it  some  longer 
time.  The  cxrancU  having  heard  the  pe^ 
don,  and  an  account  Arom  Mr  Constable* 
secretary  to  his  majesty's  envoy  in  Holland, 
by  the  secretary  of  state  his  warrant  of  tho 
petitioncT^s  good  behaviour,  do  prorogate 
the  diet  for  the  petitioner's  oompearanoe, 
for  some  competent  time,  that  he  may  be 
in  condition  to  appear;  and  April  17th, 
the  council  desert  his  diet  iimpUdter** 
Mr  Rnssel  had  likewise  very  lai^  tesd- 
monials  of  his  good  and  lojral  beharioor; 
and  the  above  day  the  justiciary  finding,  by 
the  act  of  his  majesty's  council,  the  pannels 
are  freed  from  further  trouble^  desert  the 
mi  stmpiietter. 

The  same  seeond  of  April,  Sir  William 
Denholm  of  Westshields*  and  Mr  Galnriei 
Cunningham,  indulged  minister  at  Dun- 
lop,  are  indicted  for  aiding,  assisdng,  and 
corresponding  with  Mr  John  Cunningham 
late  of  Bedlane,  a  notorious  traitor. 
Archibald  Mensies  younger  of  Cnldairs, 
called  oolooel  Menziea^  is  at  the  same 
time  indicted  for  saying  one  day  in  prison, 
**  that  fools  made  the  test,  and  knaves  take 
it"  All  the  three  are  absent  and  denounced, 
and  pot  to  the  horn,  and  their  moveable 
goodsare  ordered  to  be  escheat*  and  brought 
in  to  Vkvi  ma^wtf  %  ^3»ft>  «^  wJ^aw^  ^s^ 
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foflitivet.  I  kaow  nothing  of  the 
hot,  but  the  two  former  were  ok- 
etUent  penoni,«nd  whatever  might  be 
|iroveD  of  their  oosvene  with  Bedhide^  I 
ud  oertain  they  were  oo  wmyt  concerned  in 
IIm  rising,  and  I  suppose  this  process  pro- 
ceeded only  from  some  malicious  informer. 
May  4th  David  McMillan,  and  some 
others,  were  bronght  before  the  jostioiaiy. 
I  hare  before  me  his  own  aocoont  of  his 
ejtamination  before  the  council,  and  his 
speech  he  designed  to  have  deliTered  at  his 
execution,  and  from  these  and  the  j  nsticisry- 
registen  I  shall  give  some  account  of  him, 
and  the  rather  that  he  is  ^juite  orerlooked 
iri  the  Cloud  of  Witnesses,  either  because 
fhe  accounts  of  him  came  not  to  the  coliec- 
tovV  hand,  or,  it  may  be,  because  this  sen- 
iSble  solid  conntiy  man  goes  not  to  the  heights 
the  people  they  hare  picdced  out  run  to. 
When  he  was  brought  before  a  committee 
of  the  council,  their  queries  and  his  answers 
n^erc.  •Do  you  keep  the  kirk?  he 
answered,  he  was  taken  out  of  it,  not  when 
flldiiig,  but  when  retired  to  it  for  reading 
the  scriptures.  Being  asked  who  took 
him,  and  for  what  He  answered,  Claver- 
house,  for  being  at  Both  well.  Then  he 
was  questioned,  do  you  not  count  BotbwcU 
rebellion  ?  No,  answered  he,  it  was  in  defence 
of  the  truth.  Next,  he  was  asked,  do  you 
acknowledge  lawful  authority?  Ho  an- 
swered, he  is  not  a  Christian  that  does  not 
so.  But  add  they,  do  you  acknowledge 
the  present  authority  ?  Answer^  in  so  far 
as  he  hath  kept  his  engagements  accord- 
ing to  the  word  of  God.  Then  he  was 
asked,  Will  you  take  on  to  be  a  soldier  and 
go  over  sea  ?  for  if  you  abide  here  you  will 
be  hanged.  He  answered,  Being  under 
your  power  now,  I  Tinll  not  cut  out  mine 
own  lot."  Before  the  justiciary  his  con- 
fession before  the  council  wns  adduced 
against  him,  upon  which  he  alleged  they 
had  some  things  there  he  had  not  s|)oken, 
particularly  about  the  bishop^s  death. 
Well,  said  the  lord  who  presided,  what  say 
you  to  that  now?  He  answered,  he  had 
no  judgment  to  judge  such  heads.  He 
adhered  to  what  he  had  said  as  to  Both  well, 
and  being  asked  if  he  had  any  thing  to  say 
to  the  assizers,  he  said,  he  knew  i\0Tv«k  of 


boit  He  was  toM,  there  wito  ■  yet  nomu 
to  reiMnnoe  his  iU  principles  thatiook  hini 
to  Bothwell,  by  telmig  the  tML  -  H«  an- 
Bwcrad,  if  he  took  it,  ft  woaM  aot  be  miiU 
ingiy,  and  fak  heart  wonid  ■•€  oome  up, 
and  so  he  thought  it  beet  to  adhere  to  bis 
light  The  assiie  hrevghC  him  ki  guilty  vf 
being  at  Bothweli  in  wntm,  anA  JudieiaHy 
owning  the  lawfnlneee  of  jotnial^  wnh 
tboee  who  were  there;  and  the  lords  ad- 
judge him  to  be  hanged  at  the  Uraia  msri  rr. 
May  16th,  betwixt  two  and  four  ia  the 
afternoon.  When  tho  deupetcr  was 
reading  his  sentence,  he  was  etept  fia^  the 
middle,  and  David  wtt  toM,  if  the  eeuteacc 
was  read  out  he  would  not  got  it  reeaUed, 
and  the  test  was  offered  to  liba.  }%j 
answer  was,  Oo  on;  and  when- It  was  rmd 
out»  one  of  them  said,  what  thlhk  yon  •  of 
it  now?  David  answered.  It  wm  very 
welcome.  .-  ■. 

He  died  with  John  Wflson,  Nrhon  we 
shall  meet  with  jnst  now,  in  a  )i;reat  deal  of 
peace  and  composure.  Hie  paper  lie  IKi 
behind  him,  not  expecting  tito  lilierty  of 
speaking,  is  very  short  and  pathc^tical 
*  He  blesses  the  Lord  who  had  incKned  him 
to  join  with  the  persecuted  party  at  Both- 
well,  where  he  quit  his  horec  after  he  had 
fled,  and  joined  the  body  of  foot  that  stood 
when  they  were  overpo^rered  with  the 
soldiers  ;  he  desired  quarters,  and  one  said, 
I'll  give  you  quarters,  and  knocked  him 
down  to  the  ground.  He  observes  a  stranjje 
preservation  from  a  ball  a  Highlander  sbot, 
which  hit  htm,  and  yet  hurt  him  not,  and 
much  of  the  Lord's  kindness  in  his  getting 
safe  home,  when  he  had  no  acquaintances 
in  the  way.  He  earnestly  wishes,  that 
love  may  continue  among  the  godly,  not- 
withstanding of  differences  in  jiidgnieut, 
and  desires  every  one  to  look  on  their  ow  n 
sins  as  the  cause  of  this  undoing  of  religion, 
and  still  remember  the  church  was  pur- 
chased by  Christ's  blood.  He  bTe«4e8  (iod 
who  hath  honoured  him  with  his  cross, 
and  that  ever  he  heard  the  gospel  preached 
in  the  fields.  And  observes,  when  he  was 
tu^ed  to  quit  bis  principles,  he  durst  not 
for  that  word,  "keep  the  truth,  and  the 
truth  shall  set  you  free,"  and  names  many 
otW  scriytures,  which  prevented  his  sin- 


ftv  t>uv  tf»9i2fr»,  lie  Bttiu,  i"3  ivu«:»   lunw  \ji  \  xjxuvv  Kcnyiiures,  wiiicu  prcvenieo  nis  sin- 
cfreiD,  [;ut  betwixt  you  and  them,  and  l\odL,\^v\  cani\^^?c(M!:«^\  vgA%^^\  could  not 
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ai^lfuipfliit  for  th«  truth  ai  othan,  Imt  I 
iMv«r  had  a  look  to  go  baok,  nor  one 
wnmg  thovfl^t  of  God*  He  wania  Ghriatians 
i^fainat  idlemai,  whon  enemiea  an  midomg 
nligioa ;  aad  r^greU  it»  that  aomo  pretondod 
fiiooda  are  tho  graateat  enemiei  the  chnrah 
hath.  He  praiaea  all  to  mourn  for  broken 
▼owa  and  proniaet,  alighted  offert  and 
opportunities,  and  a  broken  oovenant^  and 
wonder  at  God'a  patience  to  the  land  under 
a  alighted  goapel ;  praateth  all  to  plead  for 
Ood'a  return  to  the  land  and  poateiity: 
and  deolarea,  that  though  the  world  turn 
vipaide  down,  ha  hath  the  aolid  fiuth  of  it, 
that  it  will  be  well  with  them  who  are  at 
their  duty,  and  that  he  diea  in  the  fidth  of 
ill  that  God  will  return  to  Sootknd«  for  he 
i&  infinitel/  wiae,  and  knows  no  difficulties ; 
•nd  yet  he  is  apprehensivep  the  Lord,  for 
innooent  blood  and  other  ains,  will  sweep 
nwaj  most  part  of  the  generation.  He 
adheres  to  the  Cooieasion  of  Faith,  cat- 
echisms^ and  co?enants»  and  leaves  his 
testimony  agauoat  hearing  the  curates^  pay- 
ing oessi  and  theindulgenoe ;  and  eoncludea, 
with  blessiug  God,  that  made  him  aee  the 
odiouaness  of  his  sin,  his  nakedness,  and 
fi^Te  him  white  raiment  from  himself,  and 
inade  him  doae  with  himself  on  his  own 
temuL  My  aoul,  adds  he,  shall  bless  him 
through  all  the  agea  of  eternity.    Amen. 

David  Macmillan." 

There  were  in  the  pannel  with  this  good 
man»  when  before  tiie  justiciary,  James 
Brown,  John  Paterson,  William  Miller, 
James  Gamble,  who^  upon  their  petition, 
were  allowed  to  take  the  test,  and  were 
liberate ;  and  Geoi^  Lapsley  and  Robert 
Lawaon,  who  refused  the  test,  were  re- 
mitted to  the  10th  of  June,  but  their  in- 
dictment was  found  relevant  We  may 
allterwards  hear  of  them.  They  eacaped  in 
September,  with  John  Dick  and  others. 

This  same  day.  May  4th,  John  Wilson, 
writer  in  Lanark,  is  brought  before  them, 
and  they  name  the  day  of  execution  upon 
their  former  sentence. 

**  John  Wilson,  writer  in  Lanark,  having 
been  formerly  condemned  to  die,  and  to  be  de- 
meaned as  a  traitor  when  apprehended,and  ac- 
knowledging himself  that  same  person  who 
was  formerly  condemned,  March  ist,  1681, 


for  rebellion,  the  lords  adjudge  him 
to  be  hanged  at  the  Grassmarket,  ^^^^ 
May  0th,  betwixt  two  and  four  in  the 
aftenKMtt."  I  think  it  was  the  16th  before 
he  waa  ejncnted.  Bat  having  thia  worthy 
person's  original  papers  put  in  my  handa 
by  hia  sons  now  serving  God  in  the  work 
of  the  gospel  in  this  church,  and  they  dif- 
fering in  some  things  from  what  ia  published 
in  the  Cloud  of  Witnesssa,  from  them  I 
shall  give  aome  further  account  of  him, 
referring,  for  ahortness  in  aome  things,  to 
the  papers  tfaemselvea  there  printed,  when 
thsy  agree  with  tbeorigiaaL  The  publish- 
ers of  the  Cloud  of  Witnesses  acquaint  the 
leader,  that  they  have  made  some  altera- 
tioDs^  and  omitted  aome  things  of  lesser 
moment.  By  comparing  their  printed  ao- 
eonnt  with  his  own  papers,  I  findi  that 
either  their  copy  hath  been  very  mank, 
and  incorrect,  or  they  have  taken,  more 
liberty  in  the  changes  they  have  made, 
than  can  be  justified,  and  therefore  I  shall 
give  the  lai^er  account  of  this  excellent 
person,  who  waa  &r  from  running  theee 
lengths  a  good  many  went  whom  they 
have  chosi^  to  make  up  their  collection ; 
and  the  rather,  becau«B  die  reader  will  find 
in  these  papers  some  mattera  of  &ct  I  have 
not  elsewhere  met  with,  which  will  give  a 
uew  view  of  the  temper  of  times  1  am 
describing. 

Mr  Wilson  had  been  at  Bothwell,  and 
does  not  deny  but  he  was  a  captain  there; 
this  was  what  he  had  ground  to  expect 
would  cost  him  his  life^  as  soon  as  he  fell 
into  the  managera*  hands.  The  precise 
time  of  his  being  seized  at  Lanark,  I  know 
not,  but  when  he  is  carrying  in  to  Edin- 
burgh, I  find  upon  his  road  he  resolved 
upon  the  utmost  freedom  before  the  council, 
and  says,  he  ^'as  determined  to  this  by 
considering  the  boldness  of  Stephen,  Acts 
7.  51,  52.  and  Peter,  Acts  5.  Sa  and  that 
promise  Philip.  1.  28,  29.  and  upon  the 
other  hand,  from  the  knowledge  he  had, 
that  the  managera  used  to  pick  such 
quarrel  with  the  sufferers  who  came  before 
them,  as  might,  if  poesible,  justify'  theur 
harsh  dealing  with  them,  and  that  persons 
in  his  circumstances  were  branded  with 
imprudence,  yea  as  baring  a  hand  in  their 
own  death,  by  tome  ^wfewwA  €n«Oi^^  ^saA. 
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that  the  public  prochanatioiH  and  p»- 
^^'^  pert  of  this  time  a«erted,  that  the 
detigfnof  theriniigatBodiweU,wainotre- 
ligio0jmtaiiibitioii,andtope«ewthemBelTee 
of  the  gOTernmeot  From  all  thia  be  reeolTed 
to  be  aa  caatioaa  and  prudent  as  he  oonld, 
without  prejudice  to  the  tmth,  and  to  take 
hie  defences  for  defensiTS  arms  from  the 
test  itself  their  own  writers  and  the  deeds 
of  the  priry  oonneil  in  former  years, 
whereof  some  of  them  had  been  members, 
and  to  hold  by  that  nile,  1  Pet  a  15.  to  be 
ready  always  to  f^ye  a  reason  of  the  hope 
iu  him  with  meekness  and  fear. 

Upon  the  17th  of  April  he  appeared 
before  a  committee  of  council  in  the  Abbay. 
The  fint  parFfyraph  of  his  answers  before 
them,  as  published  in  the  Cloud  of  Wit- 
nesses, is  so  curt,  that  I  could  scarce 
nndemtand  it,  tilll  consulted  his  own  papers. 
And  in  them  it  runs,  **  There  being  a  letter 
written  by  me  to  James  Lawrie,  reproring 
him  for  calling  Bothwell-bridge  rebellion, 
the  chancellor  said,  that  having  found  a 
double  of  that  letter  upon  me,  he  had  called 
James  befotv  them,  who  dedared,  that  that 
letter  had  satisfied  his  oon8C]ence,andtliathe 
was  sorry  for  what  he  had  spoke ;  adding,  that 
they  had  produced  another  letter  found  on 
me,  which  they  alleged  to  be  his  answer  to 
me,  which  he  denied,  and  produced  another 
letter,  and  asked  me  by  whom  it  'H'as  writ 
1  refused  to  tell  by  whom  it  was  writ  ^They 
asked,  who  the  bdy  was  mentioned  in  the 
dose  of  it  I  said  I  durst  not  burden  my 
conscience  to  tell.  Then  they  asked,  if  I 
owned  authority,  I  asked,  what  authority. 
Then  presently  without  any  stop,  they 
asked,  what  I  thought  of  Bothwell,  was  it 
not  unlawful  to  rise  in  arms.  I  said, 
I  durst  not  say  it  was  unlawful,  for  the 
confession  contained  in  the  test  says,  that 
It  is  a  good  work  to  defend  the  life  of  the 
harmless ;  and  that  however  God  had  dis- 
posed of  these  people,  yet  I  supposed  the 
Lord  would  own  those,  who  hearing  their 
neighboun  had  been  worshipping  God,  and 
(for  defending  themselves  against  these 
that  sought  their  lift)  were  in  Jeopardy  of 
their  lives,  thought  it  their  duty  to  rise  for 
their  relief.  Tlien  they  OKkcd,  if  Pentland 
was    rebelHon,     I    answered,    tliid    the 


gveat^  that  the  theo  mlers  condsMmid  Sir 
James  Turner  for  his  enmHtf,  One  of 
them  said,  that  ho  knew  Sir  lamts  wmtt 
not  the  lengA  of  his  comrniasioB.  Thai 
they  Mked,  if  the  bishop's  death  w« 
mincer.  I  desired  to  be  ezcuMd^  for  I 
would  not  anawer  that  qnestioii ;  aadbeiBg 
mged  again  and  again,  I  told  them,  kbciag 
nothing  oonoeming  my  aalvmtioii,  I  did  net 
pry  into  it  Then  diey  amid,  how  did 
Bothwell  ooneem  your  salvation.  I  a» 
swered,  there  was  none  who  engaged  them- 
selves in  service  to  God,  but  they  behoved 
to  be  at  his  call ;  and  it  being  for  die  saviag 
of  the  harmless,  I  durst  not  sit  Ood's  hiddii|^ 
They  asked,  if  I  was  a  minister.  I  ssi^ 
not  Your  letters,  say  they,  sesm  tobaport 
it,  and  they  read  aomewliat  about  a  call  ts 
some  ministeis,  nothing  relativs  tiievettk 
They  said,  mil  yoa>ftot  oondsnui  ths 
bishop's  death  as  murder.  I  said,  I  dam 
not,  for  ftar  God  having  justified  some  ef 
those  actors,  they  should  rise  in  jodgraest 
and  condemn  me.  Said  one  of  tkesi,  h 
there  no  other  way  but  to  rise  in  ams 
against  the  king.  I  ssid,  I  supposed  they 
had  read  bishop  Honyman^s  answer  to 
Naphthali,  wherein  he  says,  A  king  may 
be  resisted,  in  case  he  should  alienate  the 
kingdom  to  strangers;  and  that  behig 
granted,  religion  was  as  dear  to  us  as  our 
outward  interests.  One  answered.  The 
bishop  got  little  thanks  for  that  They 
asked,  if  I  thought  it  lawfiil  to  rise  agunst 
a  state  that  are  not  of  your  opinion,  and 
would  you  go  to  Bothwell  again.  Bnt 
because  of  the  confusion,  and  their  hurryii^ 
me  away,  1  got  no  answer  given  to  these. 
They  asked,  if  I  was  at  Bothwell  and  a 
captain  there,  which  I  owned."  Mr  Wilson 
makes  reflections  upon  this  first  examina- 
tion, for  which  I  refer  to  the  Cloud  of 
Witnesses,  page  168.  He  owns  he  wns 
not  dashed  either  with  shame  or  fear. 
He  regrets  he  oonld  not  get  liberty  to  an- 
swer the  two  last  questions  above,  and  sets 
down  what  he  would  have  said,  and  regrets 
that  upon  the  question  of  authority,  he  did 
not  take  occasion  to  testify  against  the 
ecdesiastical  headship.  Bnt  he  had  another 
opportunity  for  this. 

April  nth  he  was  bronglit  before  the 


Oppression  of    that  poor  people  was  W)\  twwicW,  ^\\«t^  ^s^klxslV^  >!%*  <ifLestioned. 
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*Wafl  joa  9t  BothweU,  and   a  captein 

there  ?  I  amirored  at  formeri j.    la  Bolh- 

wcU  rebcUioD  ?  J  amwtnd^  N<sit  bein^for 

defance  of  Uw  life  of  the  harmliww,  they 

being  aet  apoa  for  their  li? e^^  for  hearing  a 

genpaon,  aad  defending  themseWea,  were  for 

tliat  in  jeopardy  to  be  out  offl     They  re- 

fiied,  The  preaching  waa  done.    I  said,  aa 

bielbre,  the  Confcasion  of  Faith  in  the  tmt, 

Bat,    O I  say  they»  then  yon  approTe  of  the 

teat,  will  yoa  take  it?  I  answered,  No^  i 

ant  not  speaking  of  the  test,  bnt  of  the 

confession  ooutained  in  it      Then  1  was 

«dced»  Think  yoa  it  kwfnl  to  rise  against 

Ifce  magistrate?  Ant.   Will  you  condemn 

the  reformation  (carried  on  by  John  Knox) 

from  popeiy  ?  One  said.  We  csme  not  here 

to  answer  but  to  ask  questions.   I  said.  The 

anawering  of  that  question  to  me^  would  be 

a  full  anawer  by  me  to  their  question. 

Than  said  bishop  PMerson,  The  reformatioa 

waa  good,  but  the  way  of  carrying  it  on 

waa  ilL    1  said.  That  is  a  maryellous  thing 

to  think  that  God  would  approve  the  ao- 

lors  in  such  actions,  and  yet  the  method  ill, 

and  tJbey  to  hare  a  most  solid  peaoe  before 

God  in  these  actions^  and  to  have  such 

a  mouth  to  defend  it,  aa  all  the  wits  in 

these  days  could  not  be  able  to  gainstand, 

aa  will  be  dear  to  any  that  hath  read  the 

History  of  the    Reformation.     OI    says 

one,  he  has  read  the  History  of  the  Refor- 

jsnation ;  but  you  will  not  find  it  in  scrip- 

itore,  that  people  may  resist  the  prince;' 

jfor  then,  they  take  ^e  magistrate*a  part 

upon   them,   and   therein  declare   them- 

aelves  to  be  above  the  prince.    1  answered. 

The  people  resisted  &uil,  and  would  not 

let  him  kill  Jonathan.     Yes^    says   the 

hiabop,  and  the  people  were  there  in  the 

.wrong.     I  sai^  The  scripture  did  not  con- 

:  deran  the  deed.     Tlten  they  again  uxged, 

,|hat  rising  in  arms  was  unlawfuL     I  told 

^fgain,  that  bishop  Honyman  granted,  there 

might  lawfully  be  a  rising  in  arms,  if  the 

.  kingdom  were  alienated  to  strangers.     The 

,hiahop  said.  That  would  be  a  distracted 

..act     Then  they  asked,  if  the  biBhop*8 

.  death  waa  murder.    I  answered,  I  would 

,  ^wither  ssy  it  was,  nor  it  waa  not     They 

asked,  if  I  owned  authority.    I  answered 

.Authority  might  be  taken  aeveiml  ways. 

let  For  the  simple  oommand  of  the  prince. 


2dly.  For  the  more  public  comoBand 
of theprinoevid people.  3dly.  Fora  ^^^ 
poweraprinoamay  be  clothed  with  by  a  peo* 
pie.  4thly.  For  a  prince's  right  to  goveru  the 
people.  And  in  the  two  first  senses^  since 
many,  both  of  the  prince's  edicts,  and  pub- 
lic acts  of  parliament,  are  directly  i^;ainst 
presbyterians^  and  presbyterian  govemment» 
in  owning  it  in  theae  senses,  I  should  deny 
myself  to  be  a  presbjrterian :  in  the  third 
sense,  since  the  people  had  clothed  the  king 
with  the  headship  of  the  church,  1.  added, 
I  could  not  own  that,  because  the  llth 
article  of  the  Confession  of  Faith  contained 
in  the  test,  says,  that  office  pertains  pro- 
perly to  Christ  alone,  and  that  it  is  not  law* 
ful  for  man  or  angel  to  presume  to  intrude 
therein.  As  for  the  last  sense  of  authority, 
his  right  to  govern,  I  said,  I  had  not  seen 
through  the  denial  of  it"  I  cannot  but  re- 
mark how  this  is  printed  in  the  Cloud  of 
Witnesses,  page  187.  *'I  had  not  seen 
through  it"  In  charity,  I  shall  suppose  it 
is  an  error  in  their  copy  who  publisoed  that 
book,  or  the  printer ;  for  this  is  an  altera^ 
tion  both  of  the  phnse  and  iooatter  of  the 
author,  in  a  matter  of  very  great  import 
tance.  Mr  Wilson's  phin  sense  ia,  that  he 
had  notseen  through  the  denyiiig  the  'king^s 
right  to  govern,'  notwithstanding  of  the  ill 
laws  made  by  him  and  the  parliament,  and 
would  not  deny  his  right  to  govern ;  and 
if  any  shall  from  this  expression,  aa  printed 
in  that  book,  gather,  that  this  judicious 
and  excellent  person  denied  the  king's 
authority  in  this  sense,  I  hope  this  renuuk 
will  set  them  right,  and  discover  he  waa  of 
other  sentiments,  than  many  the  coUectors 
have  put  together  in  this  book.  Hegoeaon, 
"  Then  they  asked  me,  if  I  would  venture 
my  life  on  these  thii^  I  said,  my  life  waa 
in  God's  hands.  Then  they  read  what 
they  had  set  down  in  writ,  that  I  wu  at 
Bothwell  and  a  captain  there,  and  other 
words  of  mine  imperfectly,  and  desired  me 
to  subscribe  it;  I  refused,  becanse  of  their 
imperfect  setting  down  of  my  words,  though 
I  did  not  ten  them  so."  lir  Wilson  makea 
reflections  upon  this  i^pearanoe  of  hia  be- 
fore the  conndl,  for  whkh  I  ahall  likewise 
refer  the  reader  to  Ckrad  of  Witnesses, 
page  188-d.  He  is  sorry  he  answered  noc 
the  bishop  wh«u  U«  laid^  that  ^«e«  %  ^ 
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Incted  aot»  Ie&  tkm  it  wif  ui  Mt  4»f 
166a  _..._  dBtnwIim  to  dcttrof  rali|fioii. 


H««Z|rf«iMliii  MtMeiBf  tliRMiglitliedffittl 
•f«liekiag^SMithoiily,uidM^heteiiiimred 
to  own  it»  wad  that  itwh  tUngi  iHid  bMO 
dioDty  »  IB  a  w^-fuided  eommanfrMlth 
irould  aaBol  hit  ri^bt;  and  yet  bo  tboogbt 
antbority  iboold  not  bo  cast  niS,  witbout  a 
probablo  power  to  support  in  this:  and  last- 
ly, be  giTOB  the  reaaons  why  be  would  not 
delennino  anent  the  bishop's  .death,  and  ro- 
grtts  that  he  foigot  to  tell  theas^as  be  really 
designed*  that  the  ambbisbop  of  Glasgow's 
layif^  down  hie  gown,  npon  the  making  of 
the  act  ozplanataryy  wonld  bo  an  aggniv»- 
tion  of  hii  sin,  if  be  ahoold  own  the  king's 
headship  over  the  ohnrob. 
'.  He  oame  before  tho  jnstioiary.  May  4th, 
and  I  baye  inserted  all  that  is  ia  tho  regis* 
ton.  The  k>rds  take  tho  short  cut,  and 
only  nanio  the  day  for  the  ezooutioii  of  the 
former  sentence,  passed  in  abosnoo.  In  bia 
pajMT^  he  gires  acoonnt  of  what  passed 
betwixt  the  ad? ocate  and  him.  Tho  advo* 
Gate  represented  the  king's  merqr  to  tho 
four  men  who  bad  taken  the  test  in  tho 
pannel,  with  David  MacmiUan,  and  told 
him  there  was  room  for  mercy,  if  yon  do 
not  obstinately  persist  in  your  opinion. 
Where,  by  the  bye,  we  may  obserre,  it  was 
precisely  his  matter  of  opinion  his  persecu- 
tors stuck  at  He  answered,  ^  1  have  ncftber 
done  any  deed,  nor  given  you  any  opinion 
but  what  1  have  justified  from  the  Confes* 
sion  of  Faith,  which  you  have  sworn  lately, 
from  the  ancient  reformation  which  yon 
cannot  condemn,  and  from  the  concession  of 
your  own  doctor.  What,  says  Perth,  will 
you  justify  your  taking  arms  at  Bothwell  ? 
I  said,  your  own  test  justifies  the  defence  of 
the  life  of  the  harmless,  lie  iii'as  asked,  if 
he  would  bond  before  sentence,  for  there  was 
no  room  for  the  king's  mercy  after  sentence- 
He  answered  be  would  not«  and  at  another 
day  all  sentences  will  be  canvassed  before 
the  great  Judge  of  heaven  and  earth." 

After  he  had  received  his  sentence  to  be 
executed  upon  the  ninth,  upon  the  seventh 
he  Mas  prevailed  with  by  his  friends  to 
supplicate  the  council  for  a  reprieve ;  and 
in  his  papers  follow  reasons,  **  why  I  refused 
to  />etition,  so  some  advised,  with  a  confer- 


once  betwixt  8ir  WiOisni  Patemm  and  me." 
Tbo  aondoT  Witaenea  g:iY«a  these  a  title 
of  their  own,  *  Roasona  why  he  rcfneed  st 
iiiit  tosappUcale  die  ooimcQ  fer  areprievef 
and  set  down  three  of  thorn  as  they  m 
in  his  papers.  1.  That  be  inigfat  be  better 
advised  anent  bis  answofi.  8.  Boeane  ef 
bia  oonf usioBs  siooo  bo  oaaie  to  priooB.  a 
That  he  might  have  longer  tino  to  prepan 
for  eternity.  AU  theoe,  ao  may  bo  tees 
page  190,  ho  jnatly  fleets;  tho  iivt,  as  a 
quittingwhathe  bad  said;  dkoaiMmkl,«afie 
andslaodoron  Cbrisf  s  crooo ;  and  the  tyr^ 
aa  what  he  oonld  not  do  in  fiutfa,  ainoe  bs 
bad  oevor  doobfeed  sineo  ho  oamo  to  prisoa, 
but  Ood  would  finish  the  good  work  hehai 
bcgnni  and  ho  would  not  give  nnsnaw 
ground  to  say,  **  If  he  believed  hia  oalvation* 
he  was  their  debtor  for  it,'*  aa  lib  wordsai^ 
and  not  as  printed,  as  above.  Thia  mistake 
in  tho  title  and  how  I  ahouUL  not  have  me»- 
tioned,  had  there  not  followed  a  palpaMt 
w&^ra^  IMig«  191,  in  what  foUpws  after 
those  wordi^  **  Tho  only  best  way  ia  toh«M 
him  when  he  is  tottering."  Tbo  oorapilefi 
add, "  notwithstanding  all  ibeao  moaonings 
against  petitioning,  ho  r^^eta  it^ .  that  bis 
relations  induced  him  to  petition  twice.** 
This  is  a  slur  npon  this  worthy  man,  that 
I  must  in  justice  clear  him  of.  A  double 
fault  is  committed  here,  with  what  views 
the  authors  know  best  They  suppose,  i^ier 
the  strain  of  their  own  title,  that  these  are 
reasons  against  petitioning;  whereas  he 
himself  declares  them  only  to  be  reasons 
against  petitioning  **  in  such  a  manner  aa  some 
advised."  And  in  the  entry,  they  may  see 
his  strait,  that  he  could  think  upon  no 
alignments  could  be  acceptable  with  them, 
without  a  receding ;  and  therefore,  as  soon 
as  the  reason  from  his  wife's  drcunustances 
is  given,  he  foils  in  with  it :  but  it  is  yet 
worse  to  say,  that  he  regrets  this  matter, 
that  he  had  been  induced  to  supplicate; 
when  he  himself  adds  **  he  did  it  in  faith, 
and  had  solid  peace  in  what  he  did.**  Thii, 
if  the  passage  hath  been  in  their  copy,  I 
cannot  account  for,  and  must  look  on  it  as 
unfair  dealing.  To  set  all  this  in  a  fair 
light,  1  shall  insert  his  own  words,  where 
they  ar3  pleased  to  stop  in  their  account, 
after  the  sentence,  "  The  only  best  way  is 
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to  hold  to  him  when  h«  m  tottering ;"  and 
th^jr  are,  <*  wb^  all  this  iidoae,  they  come 
•myini^  Will  you  not  seek  your  life  ?  Yei» 
•aid  I,  if  I  might  without  tin ;  eo  they  do- 
aired  me  to  conaider  in  my  mind,  and,  after 
oonaideration,  to  gife  in  a  petition:  so 
•Iter  conaideratioa,  finding  nothing  I  oould 
petition  upouj  but  that  which  would  rather 
vaiaa  than  abate  their  anger,  and  verily 
tbinking  my  wife  ihould  be  as  soon  in  her 
grave  as.  J,  and  that  the  council  would  lay 
licr  biood  at  my  door,  as  not  willing  to  seek 
i^jNi^rieTe  upon  her  aooount,  1  petitioned 
nerely  in  respect  of  her  case^  being  big 
witfa  child ;  doing  this  lest  they  should  pre- 
tend ignorano^  and  my  whole  strain  being 
to  justify  my  sufierings  to  their  oonsdenoes 
and  the  eyes  of  the  unbiassed  world ;  *  and 
for  what  I  did  herein,  I  bless  the  Lord  I  did 
H  in  fiutb,  and  had  soHd  peace  therein  ;*  that 
their  ridiculousness  in  taking  away  my  life, 
inig4it  occasion  a  stop  to  the  taking  away 
that  of  others,  if  possible."  He  adds  an  ae- 
<MBflt  of  some  circnmstanoes  of  the  lirstap- 
plleation,  and  What  followed,  which  1  pass, 
attd  come  forward  to  his  conference  with 
Sir  ^raiiam  Puterson,  which  1  cannot  easily 
imagine  why  the  foresaid  anthon  left  out; 
and  I  Pappose  there  is  somewhat  more  in  it 
than  their  study  of  brevity,  therefore  I  insert 
it  hertf,  as  what  gives  us  afurtherview  of  this 
goddmim.  "Sir 'William, aft^somecompU- 
mMti^  advises  Mr  Wilson  to  give  in  apetition, 
requiring  feome  time  to  advise  on  his  prin- 
ciples. Think  you,  says  he,  your  prindples 
so  sure,  and  the  rising  in  arms  such  a  busi- 
ness, and  so  clear,  that  you  dare  die  therein  ? 
•1^'  TK  As  to  that  business  of  defensive  arms, 
I  Kave  long  ere  now  canvassed  it  to  and  fro. 
Str  W,  What  say  you  to  that  of  our  Saviour, 
*A11  that  take  the  sword  shall  perish  by 
the  sword,'  and  his  reproving  Peter  in  that 
d^nce,  it  being  a  most  abominable  murder 
t6  take  away  a  man*s  life  ?  J.  W.  1  find 
otir  Saviour  in  another  place,  saying, 
'  Setl  your  coat  to  buy  a  sword.*  Sir  IV, 
That  is  meant  of  the  sword  of  the  Spirit- 
Jl'  W.  That  were  a  Quakeriish  tenet  to  deny " 
all  defence.  Sir  W.  Bat  what  say  you  to 
my  argument  of  Chrisfs  reprovitig  Peter  at 
his  death  ?  /.  W.  That  action  of  Christ^s 
passion  was  a  determined  thing,  wherefore 
he  reproved  Peter  for  desiring  him  to  pity 


himael^mid  therelore  he  would  suier 
nodclMoa  whatever  thetmn.;  and  he  ^^^ 
appi ov«s  defimce  in  so  far  as  he  says^ « Sufibr 
it  thus  fiur;  thinkesft  not  tbosi  that  I  oouM 
eaU  so  Bsany  angels,  which  to  me^adds  he,  im- 
ports, if  this  were  not  a  thing  I  must  lay  my 
aoeount  with,!  need  not  want  defeaee.  Sir 
W.  Think  you  yourself  so  well  buckled 
theivin,  seeing  there  ia  so  much  differw 
enoe  among  divines  about  it?  J,  W- 
What  divines?  fSftV  IF.  IVotestantdivniesw 
J.  IF.  That  cannot  be,  for  all  the  pratestanti 
in  Europe  have  wrestled  fh>m  niider  the 
yoke  of  popery  bj  the  sword ;  aad  J  am 
sure,  if  there  had  been  any  iproteetant 
divines  had  so  affirmed.  Bishop  Honyman, 
a  man  among  you  of  the  greatest  learning, 
woald  hlive  raked  them  up,  but  he  is  forced 
to  confess  them  lawfbl  in  some  casert;  and 
though  your  brother  said,  that  was  a  d)»-- 
tracted  act,  yet  T  assure  you,  to  metheact' 
of  undoing  relation  is  far  more  unwise  $  and!, 
as  I  siid  to  your  brother,  if  I  should  con- 
demn defensive  arms,  I  would  condemn 
most  of  the  protestsnts  in  Eilrope,  and  our 
worthy  refonhen^  td  whom,  under  God,  we 
are  obliged  for  so  great  a  gospel  light  Sir 
W,  Though  the  refbnnation  was  good,  tihe 
carrying  of  it  on  was  treasonable.  J.W.IF 
I  should  say  or  think  so,  I  should  look  oil 
them  an  as  danmed  mett,  oonfbrmto  thb 
apostle,  *  He  that  does  evil  thai  good  tanay 
come  of  it,  his  damnation  is  juft'  Sir '  W, 
You  must  not  think  it  a  small  msttiEir  'to' 
lay  down  your  l^h  on  trivial  tbingi,  and  Hth 
gleet  your  fiunily,  whose  tere'  Um  on  yon, 
and  your  not  providing  for  them  makes  y6te 
worse  than  an  infideL  J.  W,  It  is  not  tri- 
vials,  but  truths  that  are  soKdly  grounded ; 
and  as  to  the  care  of  niy  ihnlily,  lEnnce  the 
Lord  called  me  to  sufferings,  I  son  com- 
manded to  leave  them,  or'  be  unworfhy  df 
Christ  Sir  W.  You  nsrer  make  it  out  to 
me,  but  your  blood  and  your  fiunily^s  wifi  lie 
at  your  door.  J,  W.  No,  Sir  William;  ibr 
mine  is  not  a  naked  opfniiiVn,  but  grounded 
on  that  Confession  of  Faith  you  have 
sworn,  my  catechism,  to  do  all  I  can  to  save 
the  life  of  my  n^hbonr,  and  the  word  of 
God,  'Do  Judgmetit  and  relieve  thfr  op- 
pressed;' and  since  it  is,  1  dare  not  act 
against  my  conscience.  Sir  W,  Will  you 
approve  oC  a.  mnl\\i\i!^*^  ^^  tn!»\  ^iSi^^tv&!^^ 
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plnnderinf,  aod  robbing  a  country  ? 
«/.  W,  6uv  as  for  any  tuch  commutiion 
I  was  both  grieved  and  angry  at  it,  and  1  wish 
such  had  not  been  among  us :  but  I  hope 
that  could  not  be  charged  upon  the  generality, 
since  they  were  known  to  be  men  of  coo- 
sdenoe ;  and  as  for  my  own  part,  I  used  such 
disgracefully  where  I  had  any  power.  Mr 
M'Gilligeu  was  brought  in  at  Sir  William^s 
desire,  but  said  nothing.  Sir  William  said, 
he  was  sure  Mr  Kirkton  would  not  say  with 
me.  I  said,  1  knew  the  utmost  Mr  Kirkton 
would  go,  was,  that  the  enterprise  was 
foolishly  carried  on,  but  would  never  con- 
demn defensive  arms.  Sir  William  asked 
me,  if  death  was  not  a  terror  to  me,  I 
■aid,  DO  doubt,  once  it  would  be  a  terror  to 
all  men,  but  whatever  it  had  been  I  had  got 
submission  to  the  Lord*s  dispensations. 
This  is  the  sum  of  what  past,  omitting  some 
needless  commendations  of  me.  Sir  W, 
added.  Think  you  all  are  damned  that  are  of 
the  episcopal  church  ?  J,  W,  I  have 
learned  the  protestant  doctrine  better,  than 
to  think  all  are  damned  that  are  of  the  pop- 
ish church.  Sir  W,  Well  then,  may  you 
not  believe  as  we  do^  and  be  saved  ?  J.  W, 
^%  for  me  to  do  but  doubtingly  is  damnsr 
tion,  let  alone  to  do  against  my  conscience. 
Sir  W.  Conscience  would  be  well  informed. 
J,  W.  You  see  I  have  grounded  it  on  what 
you  have  sworn,  my  catechism  and  the  word 
of  Ood.  Sir  W.  Do  not  think  the  quitting 
of  those  things  is  the  quitting  of  Christ; 
since  there  is  no  quarrel  this  day  about  the 
fundamental  points  of  doctrine.  J.  W,  Yes, 
Sir,  it  is,  for  since  I  have  taken  Christ  for 
a  King,  and  Prophet,  if  I  contradict  his 
council  or  command  before  men,  I  deny 
him ;  and  since  I  have  evidenced  the  truth 
of  what  I  have  spoken,  I  dare  not  contra- 
dict my  conscience." 

This  conference  had  no  influence  to  alter 
any  of  the  sides;  and  so  upon  the  16th  of 
May  this  solid  judidous  Christian  was 
hanged  at  the  Grass-market,  with  David 
Macraillan,  of  whom  before.  He  left  a  tes- 
timony behind  him,  which  is  published  in 
the  Cloud  of  Witnesses,  page  192-198;  and 
thither  1  refer  the  reader  to  it.  This  is  all 
offers  upon  this  sensible  person^s  trial. 
What  is  culU'd  his  testimony,  differs  in  yery 
little  from  Lis  own  papers.    Mr  Wilson 


,Ieft  likewise  some  advices  to  sufferen, 
!  which  are  before  me,  and  most  proper  to  be 
insert :  but  this  process  is  swelled  so  much 
that  I  pass  it,  and  come  forward  now  to 
some  more  instances  of  the  criminal  pny 
cedure  this  year. 

In  June  the  circuit  sat  at  Glasgow  and 
Ayr,  &C.  where  several  persons  were  exe- 
cuted, and  a  good  many  forfeited,  and  man/ 
more  remitted  to  Edinburgh;  bat  the 
accounts  of  those  are  so  laige,  that  tbej 
deserve  a  section  by  themselves^  especiaiij 
when  this  is  so  much  swelling ;  and  indeed 
most  part  that  I  am  afterwards  to  account 
for  in  this  section,  is  with  relation  to  penoai 
discovered  and  attacked  at  the  circuits. 

The  person  who  fiills  next  in  order, 
comes  in  upon  another  score,  Andrew 
Guillan.  He  was  the  only  person  I  ess 
hear  of  who  suffered  precisely  upon  thf 
archbishop's  death.  Hackston  of  Bat  hilled 
as  we  have  heard,  was  taken  actually  re- 
sisting at  Ayrsmoss,  but  neither  he  nor  tUi 
man  were  active  in  the  bishop's  murder. 
Andrew  Guillan  was  a  weaver  who  livei 
near  Magns-muir,  and  all  hia  share  in  the 
action  was,  that  being  called  oat  of  his 
house,  he  held  their  horses,  and  was  witnea 
to  what  was  done.  After  thia  he  wsi 
obliged  to  abscond,  and  served  the  best  way 
he  might  in  country  houses,  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  place  where  he  had  lived 
formerly.  I  have  some  letters  under  his 
hand,  writ  by  him  after  he  was  taken 
August  this  year,  whereby  he  appears  to  be 
a  country  man  of  some  knowledge  and 
seriousness.  In  one  of  them  he  gives  ac- 
count to  his  friend  that  he  was  taken  upon 
the  1 1th  of  June,  when  at  his  work  wiUi  a 
country  man.  The  curate  of  the  parisb 
came  by,  and  asked  him  where  he  was  upon 
the  Lord's  day,  and  if  he  kept  the  church. 
Andrew  told  him  he  did  not  o^'n  him,  and 
would  give  him  no  account  of  himself; 
whereupon  the  curate  called  for  some  people 
thereabout,  and  seized  him,  and  carried  him 
to  Cockpen,  where  he  was  pressed  to  drink 
the  king's  health,  which  he  refusing,  sayiiDg 
he  drank  no  healths,  he  was  carried  to 
Dalkeith,  and  there  put  in  prison,  and  from 
thence  taken  into  Edinburgh^  where,  after 
examination,  he  was  put  into  the  iroo- 
houiic.    All  this  time  nothing  was  known 
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as  to  lus  belD^  present  at  the  bishop*!  death, 
y^hfle  he  was  at  Edinbmgb  some  nmunir 
of  his  being  there,  broke  oat,  but  they  had 
not  the  least  probation,  tiU,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, the  advocate  trepanned  him  into  a 
confession.  At  one  of  his  examinations  he 
was  most  patheticall j  aggravating  the  crime 
aa'a  horrid  murder,  and  directing  himself  to 
Aiidrew,  he  represented  among  other 
things,  that  when  the  bishop  was  upon  his 
Ihkees  praying,  they  should  have  kilM  him ; 
ttkis^  it  seems,  touched  the  simple  country 
iniai  BO,  that  he  got  up  his  hands  and  cried 
ottt,  'OI  dreadful !  he  would  not  pray  one 
word  lor  all  that  could  be  said  to  him.' 
Upon  this,  and  what  fbrther  they  elicit 
ftom  him,  I  find  him  staged  before  the 
justidary. 

' '  Juty  'tSth,  Andrew  Guillan  weaver  in 
Badm'erinoch  indicted,  that  with  othen  May 
lid^  1679,  *'he  stopped  the  bishop's  coach, 
vbA  'Shot  at  him,  or  that  be  was  present 
lM»n'  it  Was  done,  and  was  in  arms,  and 
^etf  with  the  rest,  and  that  night  gave 
tl^ks  to  God  for  that  execrable  murder." 
Viit  probation  tlie  advocate  addueeth  Ids 
6wn  confession. 

Edinburgh,  July  10th,  "  Andrew  GkdDan 
^nfesseth  judiciaUy,  that  morning  when 
tBm  <^mpany  came  to  the  Muir,  Bathillet 
fame  t^di  took  him  out;  declares  he  was 
nresent  in  the  company,  concurring  with 
Uie. rest  when  the  archbishop  was  killed; 
i|iat!lie  had  a  sword,  that  he  was  with 
^em  in  Che  evening  when  one  prayed,  he 
thinks  it  was  James  Russell,  and  blessed 
God  for  their  success;  declares  he  cannot 
write."  By  his  letters  imder  his  hand  I 
am  sure  he  could  write,  and  in  them  I  find 
lie ,  Reclines  to  own  the  authority  of  the 
chancellor,  aod  his  judges,  and  I  imagine 
i^U  c()Bleiision  of  his  is  gathered  up  out  of 
^hat  they  got  him  to  say  before  them, 
wl^j^ch  I  do  not  think  he  would  sign. 
Hojivever  thus  it  stands  in  the  records. 
jf^,  assize  bring  him  in  guilty  of  the 
{>islibp*8  death  by  his  own  confession,  and 
Dp  |B  sentenced  to  be  taken  to  the  cross  of 
Edinbui^h  upon  Triday  July  SOth,  and  to 
nave  both  his  bands  cut  off  at  the  foot  of 
ihe  fallows,  and  then  hanged,  his  head  to 
tie' £t  off,  ikttd  fixed  at  Cupar,  and  his  body 
to  be  carried  to  Magus-muir,  and  hung  up 


in  chains.  His  last  qteech  ispnblished 
more  than  once,  and  therein  ''he de-  ^^^ 
nies  he  dies  aa  a  murderer,  though  it  be  laid 
to  fab  chaige  that  he  Joined  with  those  who 
executed  justice  upon  a  Judas,  who  sold  the 
kiriL  of  Scotland  for  fifty  thousand  merks  a 
year,  and  vindicates  their  deed."  It  was 
noticed  that  he  endured  the  torture  he  was 
put  to  with  a  great  deal  of  courage.  In 
cutting  off  his  hands  the  hangman,  being 
drunk,  or  affecting  to  qipear  so,  mangled 
him  fsarftilly,  and  gave  nine  strokes  before 
he  got  tliem  off.  He  endured  all  with  in- 
vincible patience,  and  it  is  said,  when  his 
light  hand  was  cut  off,  he  held  up  the 
stump  in  the  view  of  the  spectators,  crying 
as  one  perfectly  easy,  'Bfy  blessed  Lord 
sealed  my  salvation  with  his  bhM)d,  and  I 
am  honoured  this  day  to  seal  his  truths 
with  my  blood.'  After  his  body  had  hung 
in  chains  for  some  t&ne^  some  people  came 
and  took  it  down,  for  whidi  the  country 
about  was  brought  to  no  small  tnrable.  I 
find  May  27di,  1684^  ''The  eooneil  gnmt 
a  conunission  to  the  earl  of  Bafearraa  to 
pass  a  sentence  of  banishment  on  the  per- 
sona who  took  down  Andrew  Guillan's  body 
firom  Msgu»flmur,  as  bong  owners  of  the 
horrid  murder  of  the  ardibWiop  of  8t 
Andrews." 

The  same  day,  Jidy  ISth,  the  process  of 
Edward  Atkin  was  before  the  justiciary. 
He  lived  in  the  Abbey-town  of  Crawfmrd- 
john.  He  went  oat  of  Scotland  wi  A  Earl- 
ston  as  a  servant,  and  his  guides  and  was 
taken  with  him  at  Newcastle.  He  h  in- 
dicted for  treasonable  converse  with  a 
rebeL  He  oOnfesseth  he  knew  Gordon  of 
Earlston,  and  guided  him  through  Clyde,  and 
hath  convened  with  him  sensyne  (since,) 
and  blesses  God  for  the  oonverse  he  hath 
had  with  him,  though  he  be  a  declared 
rebel,  and  comes  in  the  king's  mercy.  The 
assize  bring  him  in  guihy  by  his  own  con- 
fession of  converse  with  Alexander  Gordon 
of  Earlston,  and  doing  fatounr  to  him, 
though  he  knew  him  to  be  a  forfUted  and 
condemned  traitor.  The  lords  sentence 
him  to  be  hanged'  at  tiie  Gtaas-mibitet,  oti 
Friday'gOth  of  July  Instant  Thisisseveite 
enou^,  which  yet  we  see  very  common  at 
this  tim^,  t6  peirsotu'of  greater  MlV 
than  he. 
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Most  part  now  of  the  procenes  to 
the  end  of  this  year,  in  the  criminal 
books,  are  with  relation  to  ^ntlemen,  irhe 
had  been  delated  and  pnt  in  the  Porteooa 
rolla  before  the  circuits,  and  were  obliged  to 
eome  into  Ediubui]g'h,  and  appear  before  the 
jttstioiarj.  Those  of  them  who  oonld  swal- 
low the  test,  are  dismissed,  and  others  are 
bound  Of er  to  after  appearances. 

July  18th,  Sir  Thomas  Hope  of  Cnig- 
hall,  Skene    of  Hallyards  elder, 

with  many  other  Lothian  gentlemen,  are 
indicted  for  oonrerse  with  rebels,  and  re- 
setting them  on  their  lands,  of  which,  in 
some  mentore,  one  way  or  other,  the  whole 
gentry,  east,  west,  and  sonth,  were  charge- 
able. And  upon  their  taking  the  test  they 
are  dismissed.    The  same  day  Hol- 

bnm  of  Menstrie,  and  many  other  gentle- 
men with  him,  are  indicted  tiie  same  way, 
mod  dismissed  npon  their  taking  the  test 

July  94th,  a  very  remarkable  process 
oomea  on  as  to  the  laird  of  Monkfamd, 
wherein  he  was  dealt  with  Tery  harshly, 
and  I  shall  give  an  abstract  of  it  as  it  stands 
in  the  records.  This  gentleman  is  indicted, 
*  for  being  with  four  servants  at  Schaw- 
rouir,  June  1679,  keeping  a  council  of  war 
with  the  murderers  of  the  bishop  of  St 
Andrews,  that  he  conversed  with  them, 
entertained  them  at  his  house ;  that  he  en- 
tertained and  received  rent  from  tenants 
after  they  had  been  at  Botliwell."  After 
the  reading  €£  his  indictment,  Monkiand 
made  a  most  ingenuous  acknowledgment  of 
matters  as  they  stood,  and  declared  **  that 
all  his  life  he  lived  as  a  peaceable  and  loyal 
subject,  thai  be  never  had  been  at  conven- 
ticles, that  he  had  obeyed  his  majesty's 
laws,  that  he  never  designed  to  rise  in  arms 
or  rebellion ;  but  the  rebels  being  in  great 
numbers  near  liis  house,  and  hearing  that 
one  of  bis  children  of  seven  years  of  age 
had  strayed  towards  them,  he  went  out  to 
bring  back  his  child,  which  he  did,  think- 
ing it  no  crime,  and  if  it  l»e,  he  comes  in 
the  kiog*K  will.**  The  process  continued 
till  to-morrow.  Kezt  day  the  advocate  de- 
clares, **  that  he  insists  against  the  pannel 
that  he  was  at  Schaw-faead^nuir  and  Ham* 
ilton  with  the  rebels  who  were  in  arms^ 
that  he  stayed  with  them  a  whole  day, 
that  severals  of  them  rode  in   ooB^wny 


with  him,'  that  he  conversed  familiarly 
with  them,  particularly  with  twooJT^isoirB 
servants,  one  of  them  now  a  captaTn^  tjiat 
after  the  defeat  he  conversed  irillj  'flMte 
rebeb  whom  he  saw  in  the  'rebellioii,  and 
BO  to  him  were  notour  rebda.'' '  Dia  'pro- 
cess is  yet  delayed  till  next  &y.  "Evenr 
body  must  see  how  inTifioiiK  ikhf  pi&em 
was.  Monkiand  lived  witUh  a  terjr  BW 
to  Bothwell,  and  the  wesflkoOtaAry- iv^ 
were  all  about  him ;  isnlcs*  bo  haei4(<t'  lib 
own  house  and  that  oonntry,  It  Was  i» 
possible  for  him  t»  eso^ie  o#nv«i«o,  and  Iw 
did  no  mors  than  all  the  gcBtlenbeM  in  \m 
circumstances  behoved  to  do,  an#  npentMi 
score  only  he  is  proeesoed  for  hia4M^,  whei 
nothing  else  eontrary  to  the  pfnaut  Imm 
oouU  be  laid  to  his  chaige. 

July  )Mth  die  admsata  te  HmUmJ 
protests,  that  the  pannel  had  coaie  nths 
king's  mercy,  and  whatever  be  the  cveptof 
the  process,  he  still  ofiecs  km  lifiaand  ealals 
to  be  disposed  as  his  mi^eaty  iMnkeit; 
that  always  denying  the  libel^  hie  foiajg  to 
Schaw-head-muir  was  altogether  eosideetal; 
that  he  had  still  been  ordariy  end.  hyd, 
that  he  kept  his  parish  churchy  paid  osss, 
fled  bis  house  when  the  rebels  eeme,  and 
retired  till  the  rebels  were  decaeaped  frsn 
Scbaw-hcad-muir,  when  coesing'  ta  his 
house  about  5  at  night  en  Tu«*«day,  and 
calling  for  his  only  son,  a  boy  of  sevm 
yean  of  age,  waa  told  he  was  amissiag  for 
some  hours,  and  that  tbey  had  beeM  aeekinj 
bim  without  finding  him,  he  eooeludcd 
some  herds  liad  carried  him  to  jSctiaw-besil' 
muir,  where  there  was  a  crowd  of  spectator! 
npon  the  rebels ;  that  he  went  thither  and 
found  him,  and  put  him  behind  hie  servant, 
end  did  not,  when  there,  mias,  march,  ner 
rendezvous  with  the  rebels,  bat  remained 
at  distance  from  them,  and  in  half  an  hour 
returned,  and  so  cautious  was  he^  that  next 
morning  he  left  his  own  houae,  went  secretly 
into  Hamilton,  where  he  lay  hid  jfor  three 
days,  and  found  means  there  to  send  eamflSt 
desires  to  bis  brother-in-law,  who  waa  with 
the  rebels,  to  leave  them,  as  an  enterprise 
which  would  be  ruining:  and  all  this  is 
offered  to  be  proven  as  suffioieet  to  .elide 
the  libel.  The  advocate  repliea,  that  the 
act  libelled  was  treasonable,  and  the  cir- 
cumstancea  could  xievar  palliate  nor  alt^r 
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it;  that  the  drcnmstanoes  prure  only  q^ 
akunohp  went^  which  he  was  not  at  all 
to  inqiure  into;  that  he  was  held 
i^epote  to  be  with  the  rebels,  and  went 
to.  tKem  to  make  his  servant  a  captain,  and 
refet  .I|is  servants  afterwards^  which  is  a 
^rqatfr  tJMtrtfflB  aamd  than  the  drcuni- 
f|m^  pntended.  which  might  have  been 
ii^pitidohse.  It  ia  answered  by  the  pannel's 
llKWyery,  that  it  is  offered  to  be  proven  he 
Oi4y  nada  inqoiry  after  his  son»  and  did 
imt  oonverse  with  rebds»  and  persuaded 
«than  to  Mlinqnish  them,  and  that,  as  soon 
nSiliogot  his  son,  he  removed  ;  that  as  to 
hjs  oonvarao  with  rebeb  afterward,  they 
wartanot  oonvict  in  law,  nor  denounoed  at 
the  hiad-bnrgh  of  the  shire,  and  by  aet 
126.  pari.  12.  Jam.  VI.  though  rebels  be 
upon  act  of  adjournal  at  the 
oi  JEMunbuigii,  ana  tnis  operate  against 
IhopefBon  himself,  yet  withont  its  being 
daoa  at  the  head-burgh  of  the  shire,  the 
auliJeofeB  sgpe  in  kma  fide.  Lastly,  that  the 
vsbeb  condescended  on,  embraced  the 
lAug's  indemnity,  and  so  conTerse  with 
tiMm  is  not  treason. 

"After  these  reasonings  the  lords,  by 
Aair  interiooator,  **  sustain  the  dittsy 
galevant  as  H  declares  the  pannel  vrss 
bH  Sehaw-mnir  with  the  reb€^  when  in 
inns,  sod  was  riding  and  walking  amongst 
tdMm ;  that  bis  seeing  them  he  conversed 
with  in  the  rebeliion  was  sufficient  to  make 
tlMBS  notorious  rebels  as  to  him,  though 
iwl  denounoed  at  the  head-bnigfa  of  the 
ihire.*'  How  far  this  is  flatly  in  (hoe  of 
IIm  act  of  parliament  last  cited,  J  must 
lesvo  to  lawyen :  but  this  I  am  sure  of, 
ike  first  part  of  the  interiooator  would  have 
reached  thousands  as  well  as  this  gentleman. 
However,  the  matter  is  remitted  to  an  as- 
alM. 

Beftre  the  probation  is  led,  the  pannel 
cottfcsseth  he  was  at  Schaw-head-muir,  rid- 
ing-vid  walking  with  the  rebeb;  that  he 
mm  two  St  the  rebellion,  with  whom  he 
afterward  conversed,  and  from  whom  he 
NoeiTed  rent;  dedans  his  penitence,  and 
oomes  in  the  king^s  will.  The  adyocate 
declares,  that  he  is  commanded  by  Ae 
Council  not  to  reoeire  tiie  pannel  in  will, 
after  he  hath  debated.  And  so  probation 
is  addneed,  and  witncMes  depone  they  saw 
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I  him  at  Schaw^headrmnir  convening 
;  with  the  rebels;  and  one  of  them  de-  ^^^* 
pones  he  saw  a  cup  in  his  hand.  One  of  the 
witnesses,  Thomss  Forrest,  when  posed,  de- 
cUredhe  was  not  worth  the  kii^s  unlaw,  and 
yet  the  lords  receive  him  as  a  witnesSi  It  was 
July  30th,  when  the  assise  find  him  guilty, 
and  the  lords  a^udge  him  to  be  beheaded 
at  the  cross  of  Edinbnigh,  Aygust  10th 
next,  and  he  is  forfeited  in  common  fonn. 

When  this  gentleman's  estate  is  taken 
from  him,,  and  his  lifis  brou^^t  in  hasard  by 
a  sentence^  interest  is  made  for  him  before 
the  council,  and  they  reprieve  him;  and 
August  Slst  the  chancellor  writes  the  fol- 
lowiflig  letter  to  the  secretwy. 

*  Right  Honoubablb; 
''There  being  a  petition  addressed  to  hia 
majesty's  privy  council,  by  Robert  Haiml- 
ton  kite  of  Monkknd,  and  the  council  bdng 
informed  by  the  justices,  that  all  alongst  his 
trial,  he  offered  to  come  in  his  miycaty'fi 
will,  and  pass  from  any  legal  defonoes^  and 
offered  to  take  the  test,  they  thought  fit  to 
recommend  to  his  sacred  majesty  for  n  ro- 
misma,  and  to  desira  your  kHrdshij^  in 
their  name  to  interpose." 

How  this  came  to  be  delayed,  [  know 
not,  bat  December  6th  I  find  Robert  Ham- 
ilton of  Monkland  reprieved  antil  the  kst 
Friday  of  April  next,  in  order  to  the 
ezpeding  of  hit  renussioB.  April  Sd 
Robert  Hamilton  petitions  to  be  liberate, 
in  regard  to  his  valetudinary  condition  and 
gravel.  The  lords  reprieve  ^e  seotonce  of 
death  he  is  under,  till  the  second  Friday  of 
November.  After  that  I  meet  with  no 
naore  about  him  in  the  registers.  Tliis  gen- 
tlenuin  was  as  hardly  dealt  with  as  many; 
nothing  was  proven  but  necessary  eonveree 
with  the  west^sountry  army.  He  was  de- 
frauded of  eight  years'  rent  of  his  estate, 
which  amounted  to  16,000  pounds ;  he  was 
imprisoned  seventeen  weeks^  and  left  his 
business  at  Edinbuigh,  which  was  better 
than  hia  estate.  Meanwhile,  he  was  regular, 
and  had  not  givmi  the  least  evidenoes  of 
what  waa  reckoned  disloyalty.  This  op«^ 
prssBion  and  hard  dealing  aflNctsd  him  so; 
that  be  sMtened  and  died,  and  his  son,  at 
th»  revohntion,  was  obliged  to  sell  the 
halfof  his  estate. 
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I  ^  on  to  give  what  I  meet  with 
further  iu  the  jiuticiary  reguten. 
July  24th,  agmt  numher  of  perBOOs,  indicted 
by  the  Porteous  roUs  for  the  rebellion  and 
reset  of  rebels,  about  fourteen  ^ntlemen,  and 
near  a  hundred  commoners  take  the  test,  and 
are  dismissed.  We  shall  have  a  great  deal  of 
this,  this  year  and  the  following.  The  same 
day,  another  set  of  gentlemen  and  others 
remitted  by  the  justiduury  courts  in  the 
country,  appear  before  thelords^andare  com- 
mitted to  prison,  being  indicted,  by  the  Por- 
tvous  rolls,  for  rebellion,  reset  of  rebels,  and 
other  treasonable  crimes.  The  reader  will 
easily  perceive,  that  in  such  numbers  I  can- 
not give  particular  accounts.  8ome  of 
tiiem  we  shall  afterwards  meet  with,  others 
of  them  lay  a  considerable  time  in  prison, 
and  at  length,  by  pajring  great  sums  of 
money,  made  interest,  and  got  oat  upon 
bond;  and  all  I  can  do,  is  to  set  down  their 
names,  and  the  hints  I  meet  with  about 
them,  in  the  council  and  criminal  books. 
And,  indeed,  very  few  gentlemen  on  the 
sooth  side  of  Forth,  of  any  virtue  and  sobri- 
ety, escaped,  this  and  the  following  year : 
Mich  who  had  friends  in  the  government 
and  army  got  easier  off,  and  others  were 
brought  to  a  vast  deal  ol'  trouble  and 
charges.  Their  names  who  this  day  were 
imprisoned,  are,  John  Porterfield  of  Duchal, 
of  whom  before,  and  whom  we  fdiall  after- 
ward meet  with,  James  Hamilton  of  Aiken- 
licad,*  though  i  find  him  urged  to  be  an 
asBizer  at  some  of  their  courts,  Mr  Andrew 
Hay  of  Craignethan,  William  Bredin  of 
Wlielpshill,  John  Gilkers  heritor  in  Biggar, 
James  Paterson  in  Shields,  James  Duolop 
of  Honsehill,  Qeoige  INIuirbead  of  Stevenson, 
Mr  John  Banantyne  of  Corehouse,  since 
the  revolution,  a  good  many  years  minister 
of  the  gospel  at  Lanark,  George  Houston  of 
Johnston,  John  i^irrie    in  Nuik,  Gabriel 


*  It  is  recorded  of  this  respectable  gentlenmii 
who  HuflTered  so  often  and  so  severely  in  these 
times,  tbnt  he  had  not  fewer  thau  thirty  chil- 
dren in  all— twrlve  by  his  tii-at  wife,  Anne, 
daughter  of  John  Porterfield  of  that  ilk,  eight 
by  the  second,  whose  name  is  not  known :  sod 
tm  bv  the  third,  Margaret,  daiiKbtcr  of  James 
J^Iuirhead  of  Bredisholme,  by  Grizel,  daughter  of 
James  Hsmlltori  of  Wesrtport.  The  present  re- 
premntatlTc  of  the  family  is  James  Hamilton 
of  Holmhead.  Robrrtson's  Ayrshire  and  Ander- 
son's Ham.  p.  905.— £</. 


Hamilton  of  Westbum,  Allan  \l  at  in  Kirk- 
ton,  Andrew  l^lack  in  Ilarcstocks,  Donald 
Richmond  in  Harestocks,  James  Bruce  in 
Netherton  of  Hamilton,  Thomas  Alston  of 
Mynes,  James  Strang,  Archibald  Roxbiugii 
shoemakers  in  Hamilton,  John  Miur> 
John  Robertson,  Robert  Wilson,  Andrew 
Ross«  John  Allan,  'William  Paterson,  Jobs 
Alexander,  Thomas  Bowis,  Thomas  Dinning, 
William  Smell,  James  Brown,  all  of  then 
in  Hamilton,  James  Muirhead  of  Bradishohni 
James  Murray  portioner  of  Auchinreath, 
John  Murray  there,  Patridc  Park  writer  in 
Glasgow,  Marcus  Marshall  merchant  there, 
Andrew  Kennedy,  alias  Weir  of  Clowbnro. 
July  25th,  I  find  another  good  lai^ 
company  sent  to  prison,  as  indicted  in  the 
Porteous  rolls^  in  the  same  circumstances 
with  the  last  named  gentlemen.  John 
Young  in  Linbank,  Eliezer  Allan,  John 
Allan  his  son,  Thomas  Allan  younger  of 
Ckkldstream,  James  Young  chamberlain  of 
Evandale,  James  Stuart  of  Hartivood,  Johu 
Fisher  in  CoTington-mill,  James  Crichton 
merchant  in  Biggar,  James  Gxikerson  in 
Side,  Matthew  Hamilton  son  to  GsTin 
Hamilton  in  Haws,  Alexander  Cunning- 
ham of  Craigeuds,  William  Muir  of  Glander- 
ston,  John  Anderson  of  Dovehill,  of  whom 
before,  Alexander  Muir  in  Pcntlacd, 
Thomas  Young  in  Cothill,  John  Meikli*  in 
Nuickfoot,  Gavin  Sempic  in  Overton,  John 
Steil  elder  in  Brakcnridge,  John  Cochnm 
in  Cairnduff,  William  Thomson  in  Water- 
head,  Alexander  Hamilton  in  Haws,  Sir 
John  Maxivell  of  Kether-Pollock,  whom  we 
shall  meet  with  afterward,  Sir  John  Sbaw 
of  Greenock,  John  Chiesly  of  CarswelL 
Gavin  Muirhead  of  Lauchop,  Sir  Alexander 
Hamilton  of  Haggs,  James  Chancellor  of 
Shieldhill,  Mr  John  Hamilton  of  Hallcraijr,'!- 
William  Forrest  of  Maschoch-mill,  MattheiT 
Thompson  in  Bothwell,  John  Nusmith  in 


t  Of  this  family  then  are  three  brotbtrt  all 
honourablT  distinguished  «■  sufferers  for  the  good 
cause— Juiin,  PatricJc,  and  William.  The  two 
last  were  distinguished  preachers.  The  first  suc- 
ceeded his  father  Archibald  Hamilton  in  the 
estate  of  Halcraig  in  the  county  of  Lanark.  His 
son  Sir  John  was  also  severely  persecnted  durini; 
the  reign  of  James  1 1.  After  th/t  rsTololion  be 
was  made  one  of  the  lords  of  aeesion,  and  was 
kiii^'hted  by  King  William.  The  family  seems 
to  be  now  extinct.     Ander9(m*»   Hmmtfoii,   p* 
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AUaii^sip,  Kobert  Hamilton  of  BarnlnrM, 
James  Loudon  titater  in  HanuHon,  Jobn 
Muirhead,  Andrew  Little,  John  Wright, 
Robert  Alston^  James  Mack,  WiUlam  Mat- 
thie  there,  William  Cook,  John  Loudon  in 
Carphin-bridgend,  Mr  William  Ruasel 
chamberlain  to  Sir  Daniel  Carmichael,  Sir 
Rol>ert  SincUur  of  Stevenson,  William 
Bailie  of  Lammington,  Alexander  Durham 
of  Danterrie,  Mr  William  Douglas  of  Bads, 
David  Oswald  of  Eastbam,  Sir  Pktridc 
Hepbom  of  Blaokcastle,  Adam  Cookbum 
of  Ormiston,  Mr  James  BlitoheU  son  to 
OwletsoUy  John  Flint  in  Breichmill,  John 
Wallace  in  Oeugh-head,  Andrew  Rob  in 
Waiklejf  Mr  Patrick  Inglis  portioner  in 
Eastbams.  At  the  same  diet  of  the  jvstio- 
iary  court,  the  following  persona  are 
denounced.  William  Thomson  procurator 
in  Lanark,  Gideon  Crawford  merchant  in 
Biggar,  James  Muirhead  younger  in  Lanark, 
^ezander  Brown  merchant  there^  John 
Qelland  portioner  of  Stane,  James  Thomson 
in  Harestocks,  John  Browning  there,  David 
Gilkerson  tenant  to  Msnldslej,  Umphrey 
Stevenson  in  Killaim,  John  Forrest  in 
Threpwood,  Alexander  Smith  in  Harestocks, 
John  Scot  in  CIeddans»  John  Kaisnsth 
there,  John  Naismith  shoemaker  in  Ham- 
ilton, WilUam  Bell  there,  John  Simpson 
maltman  in  Glasgow,  Archibald  Scot  smith 
in  Gorbalfl^  John  Marshall  of  Chapel, 
Robert  Murray  in  Overton,  Thomas  Allan 
portioner  in  Forrest,  and  John  Marshall  in 
Kilsyth.  The  above-named  persons  having 
be«i  often  called,  to  have  compeared  to  ud- 
derly  the  law,  for  the  crimes  of  treason, 
rebelHon,  harbour,  and  resets  &0.  lawfully 
cited,  and  not  compearing,  the  lords  de- 
xiounee  them  outlaws  and  fugitives^  and  ap- 
point them  to  be  put  to  tlie  horn,  and  all 
their  moveable  goods  to  be  brought  in  for 
his  majesty's  use.  The  same  day,  John 
Hamilton  of  Stonehall,  Thomas  and  James 
•  Alstons  of  Alayus,  James  Muirhead  of  Brad- 
.hhcim,  James  Hamilton  of  HaUnde,  Jdm 
Hamilton  of  Bogs,  offered  themselves  to 
abide  their  trial;  and  no  witnesses  being 
adduced  against  them,  they  protested  against 
further  continuation.  The  lords  desert  the 
diet  simpiiciUr,  and  yet  we  shall  find  some 
of  them  bxought  afterwards  to  no  small 
trouble.      This    day    likewise^    a    great 


many  took  the  test^  and  wm  die- 
BusseOi 

Jnly  dOth,  a  good  number  of  gentle* 
men  and  others,  iqppear^  as  indicted  io 
the  Porteons  roUs,  as  formerly  mentioned^ 
and  are  sent  to  prison.  JohnPeltininWhitfr 
hill  of  Lesmahago^  Archibald  Crawford  of 
Auchinmains,  John  Cannon  of  Headwark^ 
James  Galloway  of  Shielik,  Mr  William 
Rankin  late  schoolmaster  at  Ayr,  Thomas 
Maoneillay  in  Ochiltree^  John  Speir  theve^ 
John  Fomst  in  Lan^onse  in  Carluke,  An^ 
drew  Prentioe,  David  Dykes,  Andrew 
HntcAiison  of  Som,  Dnnlop  of  that  ilk,  Fevw 
gus  Macnibben  of  KnochdaMen,  Fullartoi^ 
of  that  ilk,  David  Boswdl  of  Auchinleol^ 
George  FnlhutOD  of  Dreghora,  Andrew 
Ramsay  baxter  in  Ayr,  David  Blair  of 
Adamton,  John  Smith  of  Roddindyke% 
John  Ramsay,  Sir  Dmnel  Carmicbael  of 
Manldsley,  and  Walter  Loekhart  of  Kidc- 
ton ;  and  at  this  sederont^  I  find  upwards 
of  an  hundred,  who  had  been  cited^  took 
the  test,  most  of  them  common  people. 

Some  of  the  indulged  ministen  eoma  aszt 
on  the  fieU.  They  bad  been  insert  in  the 
Porteous  rolls,  and  remitted  by  thecironit 
to  Edinburgh,  and  i  shidl  givo  alk- 1  meet 
with  oonoeming  them  here.  Au^piai  8d» 
Mr  Robert  MiUer  indalged  at  OehiUroe, 
Mr  John  Campbell,  Hit  Anthony  Shaw, 
Mr  John  Veiteh,  Mr  Robert  BoH  ^ 
William  Baitio  of  Hardington*  md,  Mr 
James  Veiteh,  indulged  ministefs,  appear, 
and  are  indicted  of  tke  treaaonaUe  omes 
contained  in  their  dittaya  respeotive,  in  the 
Poneoos  roUsL  THe  Wrds  ordain  Mr  An- 
thony Shaw,  and  Mr  John  Veitah,  to  be 
carried  to  prison  in  the  tolbooth  of  Edin- 
burgh, and  continue  tho  diet  against  the 
rest,  until  the  seoond  Moadi^  of  November. 
We  rimll  find  Mr  Anthony  Shaw  let  out  in 
8  few  days.  I  meet  not  with  them  again 
till  December  10th,  when  I  find  that  Mr 
Veitch*s  diet  is  deserted  on  caution,  that  he 
compear  when  caUed,  and  the  rest  are  con- 
tinued till  Dcecmber  17th,  when  Mr 
Robert  fililler  appear^  and  hath  his  indict- 
ment read,  charging  him  of  convene  with 
such  as  had  been  at  Bothwell,  and  he  ofiers 
himself  to  abide  trial  The  king's  advocate 
declares  he  is  not  ready  to  insist^  ond  was 
well  informed  the  pannel  had  behaved  him^ 
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self  dntiCiiUy  au4  loyally,  in 
^^^^  hU  majesty's  prodanMtion  ud  de- 
daratiioa  anent  the  plot^  vliich,  m  we  ahall 
hear,  all  the  indulged  nmiiaten  did,  and 
]»reaGlufl|pagaiiiitit.  The  lorda  ordain  him  to 
find  caution  under  three  thounnd  aMriOyto 
appear  when  called.  **  Mr  Robert  Boyd  is 
luiown  to  hare  been  aotorionaly  loyal,  and 
that  he  reftued  to  read  the  rebde*  deolara- 
tion,  and  there  being  no  probation  against 
him,  the  lords  desert  the  diet  sinipiicUer,'* 
The  other  two  are  oontiuued  till  the  19th. 
This  same  day  the  lords  find,  that  BIr 
William  Bailie  o£  Hardii^ton,  hath  de- 
parted this  mortal  life,  and  his  diet  is 
4eserted«  December  1 9ih,  Mr  James  Veitoh, 
and  Mr  John  Campbell,  indulged  ministers, 
nre  remitted  by  the  lords  of  jostioiary  to 
the  privy  oooncil,  and  the  advocate  is  or- 
dered to  parsoe  them,  and  they  find  caution 
to  appear,  and  we  shall  meet  with  seyerai 
others  of  them  next  yesr. 

That  same  day  tiie  fblloH-ing  perMms 
were  sent  to  prison*  in  the  manner,  and 
upon  the  aooonnts  foresaid.  James  M<E  wen 
in  Stewarton,  Robert  Johnston,  Robert 
Murray,  and  Alexander  Hume  of  Abbey, 
are  ordered  to  be  carried  prisoners  to  Had- 
dington. William  Ker,  uncle  to  Greenhead, 
John  Scot  of  Wool,  Mr  Francis  Gladstones 
of  Whitelaw,  Qeoige  Douglas  of  Bonjed- 
buigh,  Gideon  Scot  of  Waterside,  George 
Ramsay  of  Iddington,  John  Dougbis  of 
Stonehouse,  John  Grieraon  of  Baijard, 
William  Glendoning  of  Partan:  some  of 
those  were  pspists,  if  I  mistake  not,  who 
were  so  honest  as  to  refuse  the  test,  and  as 
to  them  there  ms  no  hazard  under  this 
administration.  These  were  ordered  to 
Edinburgh  prison,  with  Sir  John  Riddel  of 
that  ilk,  John  Maxwdl  of  Gribton,  Robert 
Carlisle,  James  Lindsay,  James  Hnme 
brother  to  Bassinden,  Hugh  Dunbar  of 
Knockahinnoch,  and  Robert  Msbet  of 
Greenholm.  That  same  day,  about  thirty 
persons,  mostly  tradesmen  and  country 
people,  were  deoUred  fugitives.  I  need  not 
insert  their  names,  since  in  a  little  time  the 
fugitive  rolls  were  printed,  and  they  will 
have  a  room  in  the  Appendix ;  only  I  find 
in  the  same  dajT's  records,  Bnmet  of  Car- 
lope,  TnmbuU  of  Know,  and  six  or  seven 
meaner  persons,  are  denounced  and  fugitate 


[BOOK  III 


upon  nonoompemnee.  And  Thcmus  Rid- 
del, brodier  to  Sir  John  Riddel,  Mr  Jama 
Daes  of  CoUingknows,  Walter  Scot  of 
Harwood,  Sir  John  Sisot  of  Ancrum,  and 
Bfr  Geoige  Soot  of  PStlodiie,  inficted  fm 
the  Porteoos  rdls»  lor  treason,  rebriSon, 
and  reset  and  converse,-  being  ottt  of  tbe 
kingdom  atthe  cireoit,  their  abaence  is  ex- 
onsed,and  the  lords  desert  the  diet  At 
each  of  these  sedemnts  great  nnmben  take 
the  test,  and  are  dismissed. 

August  7th,  after  some  daysf  imprison- 
ment, the  lairds  of  Lammington,  prmiston, 
Stevenson,  Stonehonse,  ShieldhiU, '  Adsm- 
ton,  Mr  Hugh  Gray  of  DaldnfiT,  indicted  » 
above,  they  are  brought  into  the  pannel, 
and  the  advocate  declares^  that  upon  a  pie- 
cognitioB  taken,  he  finds  nothing' proren 
against  them,  and  therefore  the  lorSs  de- 
sert their  diet  simpHeUer. 

We  heard  upon  the  S5th  of  July,  the 
hurd  of  Ghmderston,  with  many  others, 
was  imprisoned.  This  wordiy  gentleman, 
now  Udrd  of  Caldwell,  was  liberate  upon 
the  eighth  of  August  His  case  deserves 
particulariy  to  be  observed,  and  I  am  aUe 
to  give  it  from  authentic  papers  he  was 
pleased  to  communicate  with  me.  That 
excellent  fkmily  had  been  by  principle 
presbyterian,  and  remarkable  for  virtue, 
religion,  and  usefulness;  but  withal  man- 
aged themselves  at  this  time  with  that  cai^ 
tion,  that  they  could  not  be  reached  even  by 
the  present  laws.  And  when  a  legal  foot- 
ing failed,  a  libel  was  tnimpt  up  agunstthis 
gentleman,  because  in  the  extremity  of  a 
fever,  Mr  Sprenl  an  apothecary,  who  was 
a  nonconformist,  had  been  called  to  let 
blood  of  Glanderston.  Ilad  I  as  particular 
accounts  of  many  of  the  multitudes  I  have 
been  naming  as  imprisoned  just  now,  I  can 
assure  the  reader,  they  were  almost  all  as  ill- 
founded  and  malicious  as  this  gentleman's 
I  am  now  upon,  and  those  of  them  I  know 
were  no  ways  concerned  in  any  thing  ille- 
gal or  disloyal.  This  gentleman's  case  will 
best  appear  from  his  petition  to  tbe  council, 
and  the  act  of  the  justiciary,  and  both  beii^ 
short,  I  insert  them.  Ills  petition  to  the 
chancellor  and  council  bears.  '  That  where- 
as he  being  indicted  before  the  lords  of  his 
majesty's  justiciary,  for  intercommunii^ 
with  James    Spreul    surgeon  in  Paisley, 
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Mid  impnMiDfd,  jet  th« 
tiu^  rriignlif  cue,  thst  thwtfb  tlw  tibcl  ^ 
tnw  .Mud.  pravan,  yM  it  aould  i 
tBJ  fiimesni  guilt  aiiioit  hinif  «u 

J  to  pivn  thMe  nlfnnt  d»> 
.  1b9.  By  tbe  booln  of  i^ioiv- 
j«l,  .tlwt  llw  Mid  Juu*  Spnnl  wm  not 
ntftl  dAMMuwad,  or  taj  pracMdina  BgMiast 
iiim,  tbirt  couU  put  tha  licgM  in  malajide, 
iio.  Sj.witnmtm  in  towo,  that  tba  nid 
Jamet  Hpreul  ww  m  br  from  bong  hdd 
a^rquto  to  liava  baen  at  the  iwbcdlioi^ 
it^M  ^"ft  at  the  tiine  libelled  a  public 
■)i4D  at  I>a)da7,  and  waa  eoplojed  ••  aiir» 
gaop.bj  penOiBa  of  all  qualilieik  offieera  of 
ijua.inajoty'a  am;,  privy  oouDaaUon^  lad 
particuiarlf  by  the  late  loci  Hoaa  ' 
■icyiieo<t>efore  the  pretended  «i 
oy  the  petitioDw:  and  further,  when  1m 
waa  called  to  me,  I  wu  in  exljvni*  ander  > 
riolent  feier,  ao  that  I  iraa  neither  oapabla 
Ul  call*  no:  aeiwible  to  know  or  coK- 
TepM  with  ai^  that  waa  called.  And 
de  facto  be  wai  called  in  that  extremo  n»- 
GMmtj  by  yoor  petitioner's  wife,  n  itranger 
in  the  country,  aome  few  month*  after  aha 
came  hither,  or  Ly  bis  domcatici  In  re- 
■peot  whereof,  may  it  please  your  livdihipa 
to  recommend  bia  cue  to  the  juaticiaiy, 
that  la  mnocant  a  perton  may  be  libeiate.' 
Ttii*  petitioa,  which  waa  plain  fact,  may 
gire  us  K  view  how  inridious^  and  ground- 
le^y  (antlemea  were  proce^od  for  their 
Bre*  and  estates  b(  this  time.  It  lets  us  see 
tfaf  jnstioe  of  the  oouncU.  Though  thaj 
receiTod  ttiia  petition,  and  some  of  th«B 
knew  the  mattera  of  fiic^  July.  26th,  yet  the 
nctleman  must  lie  in  priiOD  so  many  day^ 
lu  fioe,  we  see  t^at  the  justiciary,  though  a 
supreme  court  at  this  time,  were  entirely 
under  tho  dirpctioo  of  the  council,  and  gen- 
tlemen  behoved  fiitt  to  make  tho  council 
tbeir  frienda,  and  tlien  sooner  cr  later  they 
would  I.B  safe  before  the  jnsticiary. 

Wliethcr  he  got  a  direct  recommendation 
to  the  justiciiuy  I  know  not,  but  his  busi- 
neaa  waa  done,  as  appears  by  the  oiigiaal 
act.  ^  fidinburgh,  Angust  8th,  1GS3,  which 
day  f^iam  Muir  of  Olandentoo,  entered 
upon  ponnel,  indict«d  and  accuKd  for 
resetting:  rebels  in  ao  for  as  Jamea  Spieul, 
ap>tliecBry  in  Paisley,  K  notorioiw  rebel, 
WU  actonHy  in  the  rebellion  1679,  and  hav 
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ad,  mtertHDed,  aiefated,  dded,  snp-  '°*^ 
plied,  anddoM  hTOnra  to,  and  had  lodgli^ 
mea^  and  drink  fhim  faka,  and  abo  oonreraed 
with  miUam  Camdnghaa  of  Bootaton^in 
uamMrawatmMdiBhiBdlttey.  Compeared 
Sir  Oeois*  Haekeniie  hli  tujerty'a  tdrv. 
citcv  an  pmanar,  and  tho  mod  WaHam  Muir 
of  01aodenb>a,with  Mr  Anhihald  Hopeof 
Bankeilor,  adToeate,  hia  proaonUor,  and 
deolarad  h«  waa  altogethar  innooent  of  the 
libtl  led,  and  ofhred  to  abide  a  legal 
trial  for  eiaaring  hereof.  And  as  to  the 
reset  of  Willmm  Gmmiagfaam  of  Dootstone. 
the  same  waa  no  mime,  the  Mid  WilUam 
bong  a  most  loyal  Babjeot,  and  a  peraon 
who  was  actMlly  in  hia  majeety's  aeirioe 
■gaioat  tha  wd  rcbeb,  which  he  faaOi 
proTen  in  presoooe  of  the  lords  of  jnMi- 
iaaqr<  And  o  to  tho  reaot  of  Jamea 
Spiml,  that  the  time  when  be  cama  to  hts 
bouse,  he  was  in  a  hi^  fsTer,  and  in  Ae 
haaard  of  hia  lifc^  and  waa  sent  to  without 
hia  knowledgo  by  hU  lady,  and  how  soon 
be  let  blood  of  the  defender,  he  immedlatdy 
rettuned  hontb  And  for  prorlng  of  tU^ 
addnoed  saroral  ftaaeus  witneesee,  who 
being  Mlemnly  awoni,  and  the  Lord  Jistic* 
Clerk  and  commiesioners  of  the  jostioiaty 
hanng  oouidatcd  all,  find  tilt  mid  WilfiMit 
Muir  of  Q  laadomton  tav  defimee  asKeieutly 
proTon,  and  thereAww  deserted,  and  by  tUt 
presents  desert  the  diet  smqt&i'lvr,  and  d»- 
dare  hu  oeutioDer  fre&  Whereupon  he 
asked  and  took  instruments,  Extraetei 
out  of  the  hooka  of  a^onnal  by  me  Mr 
Thomas  Gordon,  dark  to  the  jostsco  conrt 
«  Tbomu  Gowwr*." 

By  tho  regiatcn  I  find,  tba  anne  day, 
tho  laird  of  Wcathuni  is  Ubanta  upon  hh 
petitmn  to  be  tried,  nothiag  baing  found 
against  him  in  th*  pnoognition.  CUady 
of  Caiswdl  and  the  laird  of  ftikimkwnt  an 
set  at  liberty,  upon  their  gltji^  bond  and 
f^^itin^  under  large  sums,  to  oomp^v  in 
Norimbeb  Alexander  Dimlop  rf  that  ilk 
is  libants  upon  his  raeignation  of  tfaoao 
lands  upoB  which  ho  had  rsMt  nbeb,  and 
a  bond  of  ten  thoosMtd  ponada  to  •ppmr  in 
NoTembcruut.  There  were  a  gn^  many 
instances  of  this  iui^nitoss  and  oppcmsive 
reeignatioD  of  land*  into  k' 
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han(]«,  in  thiri  period.  The  laird  of 
*  Cloiiburu,  boiii;;  ill  of  the  gravel,  was 
let  out  of  prison  upon  his  gfiving  bond  under 
ten  thousand  merks  to  compear  in  NoTemher. 
William  Ker,  Lauchop,  Haggn,  and  Cirib- 
ton  are  liberate  on  bonds  to  appear  in  No- 
vember. The  same  day  the  lairds  of  John- 
ston, Hume  of  Abbey,  Sir  John  Riddel, 
Fullarton  and  his  brother,  are  likewise 
liberate.  Autrust  9th,  many  others,  who 
were  before  imprisoned,  as  we  have  heard. 
Sir  John  Maxwel,  the  laird  of  Hart  wood, 
Houseliill,  Mr  Anthony  Shaw,  and  about 
sixty  others,  are  liberate  by  the  lords  of  the 
justiciary,  upon  the  production  of  an  ai^  of 
council,  before  whom,  it  seems,  they  had 
found  caution  to  compear  when  called. 
The  reaiion  the  council  give,  is  that  the 
probation  against  them  is  not  ready,  and 
the  prisons  are  throng.  Some  others  whom 
they  designed  sthortly  to  be  at,  were  con- 
fined to  their  chambers  in  Edinbni^h. 
August  21  St,  Sir  Daniel  Carmichael  of 
Mauldsley,  is  liberate  from  prison,  upon 
bond  of  twenty  thousand  pounds  to  appear 
when  called,  and  Lockhart  of  Kirk  ton  is 
liberate  upon  bond  to  compear  the  second 
Wednesday  of  December  next,  under  pen- 
alty of  four  thousand  nierkR. 

l^arlston's  proces^s  before  the  justiciary 
is  very  short,  upon  the  same  day.  They 
proceed  upon  tlie  former  sentence,  and 
only  name  the  day  for  execution.  **  The 
lords  Hnd  tlie  pannel,  Alexander  Crordon  of 
Karlston,  was  found  guilty  of  treason  by 
an  assize,  February  19th,  1G80,  and  ad- 
judged to  be  executed  and  demeaned  as  a 
traitor,  when  taken;  being  now  appre- 
hended, he  is  sentenced  to  be  beheaded  at 
the  cross  of  lildioburgh,  September  28th 
next.'*  This  is  all  I  find  about  this  gentle- 
man in  the  criminal  records.  In  the  coun- 
cil registers  there  is  much  about  him,  but 
I  shall  not  enter  into  any  larger  detail  of 
his  affair.  lie  was  taken  going  to  Holland 
the  last  of  May,  or  first  oiP  June  this  year, 
whicli  made  a  mighty  noise,  and  people 
thought  a  great  discovery  would  have  been 
made ;  every  body  was  upon  the  scent  and 
chase  as  to  the  plot  against  the  king's  life, 
and  the  council  and  bishops  hoped  for 
wonders  uut  of  Earlston's  papers,  hut  there 
was  nothing  of  that  kind  to  be  found  in 


them.  The  real  aoconnt  of  that  matter  ia 
short  stands  thus.  Earlston  had  been 
abroad  very  much  since  Both  well ;  he  cane 
home  this  spring,  and  joined  himself  to  the 
society  people,  where  he  was  safest  iron 
falling  into  the  manager's  handsL  la 
April  or  May,  at  one  of  their  general  meet- 
ings at  Edinburgh,  I  find,  by  the  original 
records  of  the  societies,  that  he  was  piti*hed 
upon  by  the  general  meeting  to  go  again  to 
Holland,  and  joined  in  a  commission  with 
Robert  Hamilton,  brother  to  the  laird  of 
Preston,  his  brother-in-law,  for  represent- 
ing the  true  condition  of  these  people  and 
their  principles  to  the  reformed  churches 
abroad.  I  have  before  me  the  copies  of 
their  commission  and  instructiousy  and  se- 
veral letters  and  representations  they  sent 
with  him,  too  long  to  be  inserted  here,  but 
they  have  no  relation  at  all  to  the  English 
plot.  I  find  by  an  original  letter  in  my 
hands  from  Earlston  to  the  societies,  dated 
Newgate,  Jane  0th  tliis  year,  that  when  he 
had  got  safe  to  Newcastle  with  Edward 
Atkin  his  servant,  formerly  spoke  of,  and 
was  aboard  a  ship  for  HoUaiid»  some  waiters 
eame  and  cliallenged  them  being  strangers. 
Earlston  fearing  the  seixure  of  the  papcn 
he  had  with  him,  dropped  them  into  the  sea, 
where  they  were  noticed,  and  taken  up, 
and  both  of  them  seized  and  sent  up  to 
Newgate,  whence  they  with  tlie  papen 
were  sent  down  to  Scotland  to  be  tried. 
June  2d,  the  council  write  a  letter  to  the 
Mayor  of  Newcastle  upon  this  affiur.  **  Sir, 
we  received  your  express,  wherein  you  ac- 
quaint ns  with  two  persons  apprehended 
and  committed  to  his  majesty's  gaol  in 
your  town,  with  whom  are  found  several 
seditious  papers  and  letters,  and  that  these 
persons  were  going  beyond  sea,  under  the 
names  of  Alexander  iSringie  and  Edward 
Liringstone,  but  were  by  your  care  pre- 
vented, and  their  papers^  which  they  at- 
tempted to  destroy,  proserred.  Colonel 
Struthers  also  hath  sent  us  copies  of  some 
of  these  seditious  papers,  the  origiuals 
whereof  you  have  done  well  to  send  to  fai:: 
majesty.  We  are  very  sensible  of  your 
care  and  zeal  in  his  majesty's  service,  and 
return  you  thanks  for  acquainting  ns  tben'- 
with,  and  desire  yon  may  be  pleased  to  de- 
tain Ihem  in  separate  prisoos^  and  Gontinoe 
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jour  care  in  searcliingf  for  suspect  persons, 
gfiiilty  of  punniug^  seditions  courses  in  this 
kingdom;  for  we  hare  reason  to  believe 
that  sereral  rebel-preachers,  and  other  fa- 
gitires  from  justice,  do  lurk  concealed  in 
and  about  your  town.  We  shall  not  be 
wanting  to  iaform  his  majesty  of  your  zeal 
in  his  service.    Yours,  &c. 

"  Aberdeen.'* 

At  tiie  same  time  they  write  another  let- 
ter to  Colonel  Struthers,  signifying,  they 
received  his  of  the  first  instant  with  the 
copies  of  some  of  the  papers,  thank  him  for 
it,  and  desire  him  to  continue  his  diligence 
in  discovering  seditious  and  suspect  persons 
in  the  north  of  England.  The  council 
M'ere  very  exact  in  the  examination  of 
all  the  papers,  when  sent  down  to  them. 
They  drew  up  their  queries  and  written  an- 
swers from  Earlston ;  he  was  most  iugeno- 
oos  in  giving  accounts  of  all  be  knew 
with  respect  to  the  papers,  as  I  find  by  a  copy 
of  his  answers  to  the  council  queries,  and 
there  was  indeed  nothing  in  them  save 
commissions  and  instructions  to  him  and  Mr 
Hamilton,  with  letters  to  some  Dutch  mio- 
isters  and  Scotsmen  in  Holland,  and  papers 
on  civil  businesi.  And  after  all  their  en- 
deavours to  find  somewhat  relative  to  the 
ploty  they  ooidd  fix  upon  nothing,  for  no- 
thing was  to  be  found  of  that  nature.  Nevei^ 
theless  the  managers,  after  the  justiciary 
had  renewed  their  former  sentence  of  death 
upon  him,  resolve  to  put  him  to  the  torture. 
And  being  straitened  in  point  of  law  to  tor- 
ture a  person  under  sentence  of  death,  the 
cooBcil  write  the  following  letter  to  the  s»> 
cretary,  dated  August  2 Ist  **  Right  honour- 
aUe,  Alexander  Gordon,  kte  of  Earlston, 
having  been  frequently  brought  before,  and 
examined  by  the  council,  and  in  committees 
by  some  of  their  number,  and  from  whom, 
it  seems,  nothing  more  can  be  had  firom  all 
the  interrogatories  they  could  propose  to 
him,  than  what  hath  been  ahr^y  put  in 
wri^  and  sent  to  his  royal  highness  and 
.your  lordship,  and  the  council  having  had 
•under  their  considetation  what  is  furUier  to 
lie  done  ancat  hiniy  he  being  a  person  under 
-the  sentenoe  of  death  lor  high  treason^ 
thought  fit,  in  regard  there  are  only  in 
town  three  of  the  justices^  the  rest  not  being 


to  be  hers  tall  November,  to  desire 
your  lordship  to  take  advice  of  his  ma- 
jesty's  advocate,  (now  at  London  if  by  the 
laws  of  this  kingdom,  and  in  the  circumstances 
he  is  now  in,  being  under  the  sentence  of 
death  Jie  may  be  put  to  the  question  by  torture, 
upon  such  pertinent  questions  as  your  lord- 
ship and  he  shall  think  fit  to  draw  up.  And 
if  he  find  that  he  may,  by  the  laws  of 
this  kingdom,  be  now  put  to  the  tor- 
ture, that  the  advocate,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  come  down  himself  and  answer  any 
thing  that  shall  happen  to  be  objected  agaiust 
it  by  the  said  Earlston,  or  send  a 
commission  to  some  fit  person  to  do  it  for 
him  in  absence,  against  the  next  council 
day,  September  1 1th,  with  such  interroga- 
tories as  diall  be  thought  fit  to  be  proposed, 
that  the  council  may  do  justice  in  that 
matter.  The  justices  having  met  this  day 
have  given  us  an  account,  that  they  have 
i^pointed  tlie  ^th  day  of  September  for 
putting  the  sentence  of  death  in  execution 
against  Earlston.    I  am,  &c. 

"*  Aboldbkn,  Cancri.  L  P.  D." 

An  answer  came  not  to  this  Istter  until 
September  20th,  when  a  letter  from  Middle- 
ton  secretary,  dated  September  14th,  to  the 
chancellory  is  read,  and  follows.  **My  lord, 
in  answer  to  yours  of  the  21st  of  August 
I  am  now  by  the  king's  command  to  ac- 
quaint your  lordship^  that  his  mi^ty  in  a 
full  quorum  of  his  privy  council  of  Scotland 
now  here,  proposed  to  his  ad  ?ocate,  whether 
Alexander  Gordon,  late  of  EarLiton,  not- 
withstanding of  his  being  ccmdemned  to  die, 
might  be  put  to  the  question  by  torture. 
His  answer  was,  that  though  no  man  am 
be  put  to  torture  upon  interrogatories 
only  relating  to  the  cause  for  which  he  was 
condemned,  yet  he  may  be  tortured  with 
relation  to  plots^  conspiracies,  and  combina- 
tions that  have  happened  after  the  time 
when  the  crimes  were  committed  for  which 
he  was  condemned.  And  since  it  is  un- 
deniable that  the  said  Alexander  Gordon 
did  accept  a  treasonable  commission  from 
rebels,  and  it  doth  appear  by  a  letter  dir^ 
to  him  from  J.  N.  dated  at  London,  March 
20th  last,  that  he  was  pri>7  to  the  late 
horrid  conspiracy  against  his  mj^esty's 
person  and  government,  and  yet  refnseth  to 
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give  an  account  either  of  those  from 
lvo«>*  ^iiom  lie  received  the  said  commi»- 
aion,  or  such  as  he  knows  were  accessory  to 
the  said  conspiracy,  and  both  these  points 
being  of  so  great  consequence  for  the  future 
security  of  his  majesty's  person  and  govern- 
ment, it  was  therefore  resolved  by  his  ma- 
jesty, that  the  said  Alexander  Gordon  shall 
be  put  to  the  torture,  and  interrogate  on  what 
may  pertinently  relate  to  these  two  heads, 
to  wit,  as  to  those  who  have  had  accession 
to  the  granting  the  said  oommission,  or  the 
said  conspiracy,  of  which  it  is  his  majesty's 
pleasure  you  acquaint  the  lords  of  his 
privy  oounciL    I  am,  &c. 

*  MlDDLETON.** 

In  pursuance  of  the  above  letter,  the 
council  that  same  day  nominate  the  mar- 
quis of  Douglas,  earls  of  Tweedale,  Winton, 
and  Linlithgow,  the  lord  Livingstone, 
general  Dabiel,  the  president,  lord  Colling- 
ton  and  Castlehill,  or  any  five  of  them,  as  a 
committee,  to  meet  Tuesday  next,  at  ten  of 
the  clock,  forenoon,  in  the  ordinary  place, 
and  conuder  the  interrogatories  to  be  put 
to  the  said  Alexander  Gordon,  and  see  him 
questioned  in  the  torture  upon  them,  and 
others  arising  from  them,  and  generally 
with  power  to  them  to  do  all  things  requi- 
site to  that  purpose,  as  they  shall  see  fitting ; 
and  ordain  all  the  members  of  the  justice 
court  to  be  present,  and  Mr  George  Ban- 
nerman,  as  having  commission  from  the 
advocate,  to  draw  interrogatories  pertinent 
relating  to  the  sud  two  heads,  and  to  be 
present  with  the  committee.  Accordingly, 
i^ptember  25th,  the  foresaid  counsellors 
examine  Earlston,  with  the  instrument  of 
torture  standing  by,  but  did  not  apply  it, 
he  protesting  he  would  be  as  ingenuous 
and  more  full  than  he  could  be  in  torture. 
The  interrogatories  and  his  answers  are 
already  printed  in  doctor  Sprat,  late 
bishop  of  Rochester,  his  account  of  the 
Rye-house  plot,  though  with  some  mis- 
takes ;  and  so  I  shall  not  say  any  thing  of 
them  here,  but  that  neither  the  plot  against 
the  king*s  life,  nor  the  design  of  rising 
could  be  fixed  on  this  gentleman,  or  the 
people  who  sent  him,  who  really  knew 
nothing  of  the  matter.  All  I  find  further 
in  the  registers  upon  this  gentleman's  case 


is,  November  23d,  *  t^pon.  •  n? w.  letter 
from  the  king,  the  coundl  order  Earlston 
yet  to  be  put  to  the  torture :  but  When  he 
is  brought  in,  he  appears  to  be  .ip  diiitnc- 
tion,  and  physidans  were  called  to  <^nsider 
his  case.  November  27thy  the  |i1iyaiciaBB 
report  he  is  affected  with  tiiat  dictc^ipper 
called  alienatio  mefUis,  and  adjrite  lu^  ,a^ 
be  sent  to  the  castle,  that  by  the  chan^  oif 
air  his  case  may  be  better  known.  Decem- 
ber 7th,  Earlston  petitions  lor  pions  divines 
to  be  sent  to  him,  that  he  may  hav^  ihat 
benefit  before  his  death,  and  as  a  4^ 
man  declares  his  innocence  of  any  pWt 
against  his  majesty,  prays  for  ttie  ku^ 
and  adheres  to  the  answers  he  fnve  to  the 
interrogatories.  He  is  reprieved  till  the 
hist  Friday  of  January.  January  17th, 
Earlston's  reprieve  is  continued  till  the  last 
Friday  of  April,  and  his  petition  for  pardon 
transmitted  to  the  secretary.  April  1 1th, 
he  is  reprieved  again  till  December.  And 
in  May  he  is  sent  to  the  Bass  for  his  hcyth. 
In  September  following  he  is  made  close 
prisoner.**  Thus  he  continued  confined 
sometimes  with  more  liberty,  and  some- 
times less,  with  his  excellent  lady,*  until 
he  was  liberate  by  the  revolution.  And  all 
the  endeavours  of  the  bishops  and  mana- 
gers, to  ^T  the  plot  against  the  king's 
person  upon  Scots  presbyterians^  came  to 
nothing. 

To  return  again  to  ihe  proceedings  of  the 
justiciary,  the  same  day  that  Eariston 
received  sentence,  they  order  **  the  hdy 
Moriston,  a  pious  and  sensible  gentlewoman, 
to  go  forth  out  of  the  kingdom  "before  the 
first  of  November,  and  appoint  thia  to  be 
intimate  to  her."  No  more  is  to  be  found 
about  her  in  the  registers.    She  i^ppears  not 


*  Janet  Hamilton,  diui^ter  of  Star  TlMewt 
Hamilton  of  Pretton,  was  bora  12th  June^  166S, 
married  11th  NoTember,  IdTS,  to  AlrzaiKlrr. 
afterwards  Sir  Alexander  OoiAw  ef  Kariaion, 
Bart«  the  worthv  rtpreaentatiTe  of  a  fiwnily 
long  dittinguishea  for  its  patriotic  atruggliv  in 
the  caase  of  ciyil  aad  rellgioas  liberty,  aiid  died 
SOth  Febroanr,  1697.  fibe  eharad  tW  mmco- 
tions  of  her  husband  at  borne  and  abroad.  Hfr 
character  has  been  eaWIxed  by  the  ImiiartisI 
historian  of  the  church  of  Scotland  (Wodrew), 
and  her  relisious  meditatieoa  in  the  solicarj 
dnnffeoDs  of  tlie  Baas  haye  been  frequently  re- 
published under  the  title  of  •«  Lady  Earfaftuci'i 
Soliloquies.'*  Anderson's  History  tf  the  HamU- 
tonSf  p.  S&5«-*£tf* 
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to  have  been  cited,  or  any  prolwtion  led 
agtthst'lier,  but  summarily  is  banished  for 
h^  m|4ct  to  the  gospel  and  sufferers. 

Upoti  the  last  of  August  the  coundl 
gr^t  oommSision  to  Mir  George  Banner^ 
niaii  adtpcate,  in  absence  of  his  majesty's 
advbcate,  to  pursue  a  process  of  forfeiture 
beKM  9ie  justiciary  against  Mr  John  Dick 
«dA  George  Lapsley.  And  September  4th, 
r  find  them  both  indicted  before  the  crimi- 
nal bourty  and  Mr  John  Dick  condemned  to 
be  hanged  at  the  Grass-nuirket,  September 
28Qi,  hut  the  escape  of  the  prisonersi 
Spoken  of  before,  September  16th,  prevent- 
ed flie  execution  for  some  time,  and  I  shaQ 
dUiay  die  account  of  Mr  Dick's  process  till 
iiezt.year>  when  he  again  fiJLi  into  their 

hands. 

It  seems,  at  this  diet  the  court  had  not 
Ume  to  come  to  a  sentence  against  George 
Ijipsley,  and  I  find  no  more  about  him  in 
the.  registers.  He  escaped  with  the  rest  of 
^e.  prisonen^  and  was  not  again  catched. 
From  an  attested  account  of  his  sufferings, 
I  me  what  follows.  He  was  for  some  time 
miuler  in  Linlithgpw  mill  and  among  mul- 
titudes of  others,  had  a  real  change  wrought 
on  him  by  the  gospel  preached  in  the  fields. 
At  Bothwell  he  was  dbot  through  the  leg, 
and  made  prisoner.  When  before  a  com- 
mittM  of  tiie  council,  he  was  very  bold  in 
bis  answers  to  their  interrogatories.  Bishop 
Peterson  attacked  him  first,  and  when  he 
askeil,  Vhe  thought  Bothwell-bridge  rebel- 
lion^ he  answered,  ^  Sir,  you  are  a  peijured 
prelate,  1*11  answer  you  no  questions.'*  He 
did  not  refuse  to  answer  the  other  lords  of 
tlu)  committee,  as  appears  by  the  following 
iMht  of  what  passed.  "  QuestunL  Wherefore 
are'  you  in  prison  ?  Answer.  For  hearing 
the  gospel  '  Quest  Do  you  go  to  church  ? 
Ans.'So.  Quest  yfheretbre  ?  Ans,  Became 
they  are  net  the  aent  ministers  of  Christ, 
tad  becaase  of  thrir  perjury.  Quest  Will 
ywMmtk  the  Idag^a  authority  ?  Ams,  Accord- 
ing* t6  the  word  of  Ood  and  oorenants, 
and  IIP  otherwise^  which  you  haTe  broken 
•BdHbanied,  for  winch  tiie  Lord  will  be 
STIMV^  Outfit  Did  yoU  write  to  Mr 
Didcf  ilna.  Yes.  Qaest  Who  wrote  the 
letter?.^.  I  will  give  no  aoooont  Quest 
Was  the 'bishop's  death  murder  ?  I  am  not 
eoneernad  with  his  life  or  death  either. 


HI. 


Quest  Was  Hackston*R  death  a 
murder?  Ans.  Yes,  and  all  those  * 
whose  lives  you  have  taken  these  two-and* 
twenty  years.  Quest  Was  you  at  Both- 
well-bridge  ?  Ans.  I  will  not  accuse  myself. 
Quest  What  thought  you  of  it  ?  Ajvf.  I 
thought  it  duty  and  not  rebellion,  and  all 
that  were  on  the  contrary  party  were  in 
rebellion  against  God,  and  that  ye  will  find. 
Quest  Did  you  conTerse  with  Mr  Welsh  ? 
Ans.  YeS|  and  I  bless  God  for  it  Qr/rx/. 
What  book  is  that  under  your  arm  ?  (he 
had  been  brought  in  suddenly  before  the 
committee^  when  he  had  been  reading  the 
Bible  in  prison,  and  he  had  it  with  him.} 
Ans.  It  is  the  acts  of  the  parliament  of 
Heaven,  and  1  charge  you  as  ye  shall  answer 
at  the  great  day,  when  ye  and  I  shall  stand 
in  equal  terms,  that  youjudge  me  according 
to  what  is  contained  in  it  Quest.  Is  it 
lawful  to  resist  the  king's  forces  at  the 
field-meetings?  Ans.  Ye^  the  law  of  na- 
ture allows  self-defence,  and  the  word  of 
God  and  our  covenants,  to  stand  to  the 
defence  of  <me  another." 

It  was  much,  after  such  bold  answers, 
that  he  was  not  condemned,  j^id.had  not 
the  breaking  of  prison  prevented  it,  no 
doubt  sentence  would  have  been  pronounced ; 
but  he  escaped,  and  lived  a  merchant  in 
Edinbui^gh  £6r  many  years  after  tlie  revolur 
tion. 

By  this  time  the  justices  seem  wearied 
of  their  long  and  close  attendance,  and  the 
multitudes  they  had  before  them,  and  there- 
fore, September  19th,  they  empower  the 
clerk  to  take  caution  of  the  meaner  com- 
mons in  the  fugitive  roll,  or  bonds,  if  tlicy 
cannot  find  caution  for  their  appearance,  of 
an  hundred  merks  each,  and  tiiereupon  to 
relax  them.  And  November  12th,  an  act, 
of  councO  is  produced  of  that  day's  date, 
empowering  tiie  justices  to  prorogate  tli<; 
diets  of  such  as  were  liberate  in  July,  and 
yet  enacted  to  appear  at  tfiia  time,  until 
such  diets  as  they  find  best,  with  respect  to 
such  persons  as  the  advocate  dedkres  he  is 
not  in  a  readiness  to  prosecute;  and  that  day 
diets  are  deserted  in  a  great  many  processes 
for  sodomy,  adultery,  murder,  theft,  &c 
and  multitudes  of  gentlemen  and  heritors, 
referred  to  this  diet  for  accession  to  the 
rebellion,  reset,  and  converse,  are  continued, 
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and  lome  Ae&Btitdiifnpiidter,juU  as 
^^^  they  procured  interest  with  the  nuuor 
ai^ers^  and  paid  snms  of  money  to  the  advo- 
cate and  others,  to  gfet  fiivourable  sentences. 

November  28th,  the  three  countrymen  are 
indicted  before  the  justiciary,  for  treason,  and 
being*  at  Both  well.  I  know  no  further 
about  them,  but  what  is  in  the  records  of  the 
criminal  conrt  They  had  been  before  the 
oouncil  November  26th,  and  no  probation  is 
adduced,  but  their  own  answers  there  to 
the  interrogatories  propounded,  and  all  the 
three  are  hurried  into  eternity,  November 
90th,  for  their  accession  to  that  rising,  now 
Bear  Ave  years  ago.  They  were  persons 
from  whom  the  government  had  nothing  to 
fiar,  aad  their  blood  was  shed,  for  what  I 
can  see,  merely  out  of  love  to  blood.  Their 
process  stands  thus  in  short 

John  Whitebiw,  sometime  in  Stand,  in 
New  Monkland,  in  the  shire  of  Lanark,  is 
indicted  as  above.  For  probation  his  con- 
fession is  read  to  him,  and  is  in  short, 
**  John  Whitelaw  declares  he  thinks  Both- 
well-bridge  lawful,  that  rising  being  in  de- 
fence of  the  g«8peL  He  thinks  himself  and 
these  three  nations  bound  by  the  covenants. 
That  it  is  above  his  reach  to  tell  whether  the 
king  be  lawful  king  or  not  Coufesscth  he 
was  some  time  with  the  rebels  at  Bothwell, 
bat  not  at  the  battle,  and  that  he  had  a 
sword.  Refuses  to  say  <(xod  save  the 
king,'  this  not  being  a  proper  place  for 
prayer,  and  if  it  mean  his  owning  his  au- 
thority, he  has  spoken  as  to  that  already. 
Declares  he  can  write,  but  will  not  sign 
what  is  above.  Being  interrogate  if  his 
judges  were  lawful  judges,  and  if  the  arch- 
bishop's death  was  murder,  he  answers, 
those  questions  arc  above  his  reach.** 

Arthur  Bnice,  in  Dalserf,  in  the  same 
shire  of  Lanark,  is  next  indicted,  and  his 
confession  adduced  as  probation.  "  Arthur 
Bruce  confesseth  he  was  at  Bothwell,  and  had 
a  sword  ;  that  he  was  Mnth  the  party  who 
took  away  one  of  DalzieFs  horses ;  refuses 
to  say  *  God  save  the  king,*  but  said,  •  God 
save  all  the  election  of  grace  ;*  declares  he 
cannot  say  whether  the  archbishop's  death 
was  murder  or  not.** 

John  Cocluran,  shoemaker  in  Lesroahago, 
sisted  as  above,  confesseth,  **  that  he  ^-as  at 
Brumdog  and  Bothwell<bridge,  and  had  a 


fork ;  refuses  to  pray  for  the  king.  <«*  om  si 
I  him  as  his  lawful  king;  will  not  tell  what 
I  he  thinks  of  the  bishop's  death.'*  The  as- 
sise bring  them  all  three  in  guilty,  by  thoir 
own  confession,  of  being  in  the  relie Ilion. 
and  they  are  sentenced  to  be  executed  at 
the  cross,  Friday  next,  November  last. 

The  sentence  was  executed,  their  speeches) 
at  their  death  are  remaining:,  and  tiiat  of  the 
laat  published  in  the  Cloud  of  WitneAos 
and  therein  he  acknowledges  the  king's  au- 
thority, in  as  far  as,  according  to  the  word 
of  God,  he  observes,  to  the  support  of  all  in 
a  suffering  lot,  that  when  the  storm  blew 
hardest,  the  smiles  of  God  were  sweetest, 
and  died,  leaving  his  wife  and  six  children, 
with  much  confidence,  on  the  Lord,  in  much 
peace  and  comfort,  as  likewise  did  the 
other  two. 

I  find  the  kurds  of  Partan  and  Baijar;^* 
the  first  is  a  papist  what  the  other  is  1 
know  not,  appear  before  the  justiciary  for 
refusing  the  test,  and  converse  with  fugi- 
tives. The  lords,  December  3d,  find  their 
lathers  were  useful  to  his  majesty's  servii-e, 
and  they  order  them  to  be  liberate,  aad 
desert  the  diet  simpiiciter. 

December  10th,  a  good  many  gentlemen  and 
others,  mostly  from  the  west  country,  appear 
before  the  justiciary.  Sir  John  Shaw  of  ( Jrw- 
nock,  in  the  shire  of  Renfrew,  John  Ander- 
son of  Dovehill,  Mr  (Jcorge  Skir\-in  rlnun- 
berlain  of  Kinniel,  James  Young  chamber- 
lain of  E\'andale,  and  about  sixteen  otli«*rs, 
and  are  staged  for  treason,  rebellion,  .ind 
doing  favours  to  rebels.  The  advocate  do- 
clares  he  is  not  ready  to  insist  a^inst  them. 
The  lords  oblige  them  to  find  caution  to  ap- 
pear when  called,  and  liberate  them.  The 
same  day  Mr  Andrew  Hay,  (veorge  Ramsay  of 
Iddington,  John  Porterfield  of  Duc^liall,  Sir 
Patrick  Hepburn  of  Blackcastle,  Sir  Daniel 
Carmichacl,  and  several  others,  are  conti- 
nued to  several  diets  in  March  and  April 
next  and  we  shall  meet  with  st^veral  v\ 
those  next  year,  under  new  and  severe  Mil- 
ferings;  and  with  those  geutlomeu  tvvclvi> 
other  country  people,  upon  their  ginn^r 
bond  under  five  hundred  nierks,  to  compear 
when  called,  are  liberate.  At  the  &:;uuc  diet 
it  is  represented  to  t lie  justiciary,  in  tho  pe- 
titions of  a  great  many  country  people,  from 
all  quarters  of  the  country,  that  merely  out 
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of  maliod  they  were  pat  into  the  Porteow  ] 
roll«,  as  guilty  of  reset  and  conrene  with 
rebels:  the. lords  find  it  is  to  with  relation 
to  se  vends,  and  the  diets  of  such  are  de- 
serted, and  the  diets  of  others  of  them 
continued;  but  I  remark  no  rule  is  laid 
down  to  prevent  this  in  after  Porteous 
rolls.  That  inune  day  about  twenty,  who 
being  cited  to  this  diet,  and  yet  compeared 
not,  were  declared  fugitives  and  put  to  the 
horn. 

December  17th,  as  to  Mr  Matthew  Camp- 
bell in  Ayr,  the  lords  desert  the  diet  simpH" 
ciier,  because  no  probation.  Mr  Anthony 
Shaw  is  continued  till  January  next. 
Multitudes  this  day  are  continued,  and  as 
many  have  the  diet  deserted.  I  find  some 
persons  assoiUed  by  the  lords,  upon  their 
representing,  that  at  one  circuit  they  were 
assoilied  by  an  assise,  and  notwithstanding 
called  to  the  next  that  came  about,  upon 
nothing  new,  and  thus  sadly  harassed,  and 
not  compearing  again,  after  being  once  or 
twice  assoilied,  they  have  been  fugitate  and 

gersecuted;  the  lords  order  them  to  be 
berate.  A  vast  many  instances  of  this  and 
the  like  treatment  might  be  given,  and  this 
insensibly  brings  me  to  the  following  Sec- 
tion, where  an  account  of  the  circuits  must 
be  given. 

SECT.   IV. 

-Of  the  Circuit  Ckmrts  held  up  and  down 
the  Cijuntry^  with  some  other  severities 
fiMawing  t/iem,  this  Year,  1683. 

I  n\VR  already  given  some  general  account 
of  tlioso  itinerary  justiciary-courts  or  cir- 
cuits, and  shall  add  very  little  further  upon 
this.  Any  thing  remaining  this  year  rela^ 
tive  to  the  circuits,  comes  best  in  alter  the 
proceedings  of  the  justiciary  at  Edinburgh^ 
and  had  all  their  proceedings  in  the  country 
been  recorded  in  the  registers,  as  a  few  of 
them  this  year  are,  I  should  have  been  able 
to  give  a  full  account  of  them ;  but  it  is 
only  a  few  hints  are  there,  and  therefore  I 
am  obliged  to  give  any  accounts  I  have  from 
other  informations,  still  taking  in  all  that 
offers  from  the  registers  themselves.  One 
would  think,  there  was  never  less  need  of 
circuit-courts  than  at  this  juncture ;  field- 
conventicles  were  at  present  quite  given 
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over,  and  there  were  b«t  few  hoi 
preachers.  Major  White,  Claver- 
house,  and  others,  were  clothed  with  a 
justiciary  power  in  their  several  jnrisdio* 
tions ;  but  the  managers  resolved  to  have 
the  whole  country,  who  were  not  actively 
involved  with  themselves,  some  way  or 
other  made  obnoxious,  and  brought  within 
their  reach.  Acoordingiyj  after  the  scheme 
is  fomied  at  Edinburgh,  and  transmitted  to 
London,  a  letter  from  the  king  comes  down, 
and  is  read  April  10th,  bearing,  **  That  the 
king  was  glad  to  learn,  from  the  aooounts 
lately  sent  him  of  the  state  of  afiairs  in  his 
ancient  kingdom,  how  successful  methods 
the  council  had  fallen  upon  for  settling  the 
peace,  and  reducing  people  to  order  and 
conformity ;  and  could  not  but  signify  how 
much  he  was  satisfied  with  their  procedure." 
And  then  goes  on  in  the  tenns  of  the  pruited 
proclamation  just  now  to  be  named. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this,  April  1 3th,  the 
council  publish  the  prodamatioD  appointing 
circuit-courts,  which  being  every  way  re- 
markable, and  some  of  the  after  pereenution 
depending  upon  It^  I  have  insert  it  below,* 


*  Prodantationfir  ChcwU,  f  c  Jtitrit  I9th,  ie8& 
Charles,  by  the  grace  of  OimI,  king  of  Gnat 
Britain,  Franee,  and  Jretaad,  defiendtr  of  the 
faith;  to  oui 

lyon  king  at  arms,  and  hts  brethren,  heralds, 
macers,  puraalTiinti,  and  mewageri  at  ami, 
our  sheriffs  in  that  part,  ooryiinctly  andseTcrslly, 
specially  constltate,  greeting.  Foiasmach  aa 
we,  by  our  melout  letter,  nndor  our  rsyal 
hand,  directed  to  our  privy  council,  datod  at  <wr 
court  at  Newmarket,  the  2l8t  of  March  last, 
did  signify  how  well  we  were  satlafled  with  the 
aciH>unt  we  had  lately  rMeived  of  the  stats  cf 
affairs  in  this  our  ancient  kingdom,  and  with 
the  successful  methods  our  council  had  feneii 
upon,  for  aettllof  the  peaee  therein,  and  ndudng 
people  to  order  and  conformity;  and.  in  this 
exigence,  did  think  fit  it  should  be  made  known 
to  our  people  by  proclamatiou,  that,  though  we 
have  been  too  often  Induced  to  grant  indemnities 
and  indulgences,  and  other  favours,  to  that 
fanatic  and  disaffected  party,  which  (as  time  and 
experience  !»▼«  shown)  had  no  eCheraffecta  than 
to  encourage  them  to  further  disorders,  and  em- 
bolden them  to  abuse  our  royal  goodness,  what- 
erer  fair  hopes  were  given  us  at  tha  proearing 
of  thorn :  ytt  it  was  still»  and  is  now,  qiore 
than  ever,  our  royal  inclination,  and  firm  resolu- 
tion, to  extirpate  and  root  out  these  seditious 
and  rebellious  principles,  and  to  maiatain  the 
church  goTemment  as  it  is  established  by  law. 
And  seeing  we  are  now  Inlly  persuaded,  that 
it  is  neither  differsMo  in  rdigl«B,  nor  tander- 
ncHs  uf  eoosoieiice  (as  it  is  pretended)  but  merely 
principles  of  disloyalty  and  dlsafleetion  to  un 
und  our  government,  that  movea  thtm  (under 
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and  it  mrny  be  boibc  way  nectmary  to 
make  loiiie  obecrvi  upon  it  Were 
that  aopount  of  the  itate  of  affiun  the  king 
declares  himfelf  aomuch  pleased  with,  before 


pretext  of  nllgkm)  to  dintarb  the  qaiet  of  our 
reigiit  and  prooo  of  this  onr  andent  kingdom ; 
tbcrefore  ire  do  itrlctljr  ivqiUre  our  priTy  coundl, 
and  all  our  judm  and  aMgietratce,  to  put  the 
laws  Tigoroualy  in  execution  agafnet  all  pereont, 
wIm,  tince  onr  lata  indemnity,  have  been,  or 
•hall  be  hcreailer  foond  fulltj  of  any  fanatical 
diaorriera  or  frrc^laritiea  (eepeeiallT  tfioee  who 
continae  otatiaata  in  them).  And  «KHig  we 
are  informed,  that  eevenil  of  our  luhjecte  are 
HO  dbloyal  to  as,  and  inhumane  to  their  conn- 
try,  ae  to  harbour,  reeet,  and  entertain  the  dis- 
turben  of  its  peace,  open  and  declared  notour 
rebeb  and  traiion:  wo  do  therefore  llkewiw 
command,  that  all  such  peramia  aa  are,  or  shall 
be  found  guilty  of  resetting,  maintaining,  har- 
bouring, interoommaning,  conTeraiiw  with,  or 
doing  favours  to  persons  who  are  ftirfeiled,  trai- 
tors, or  denounced  and  reglstrate  at  the  horn  for 
rebellion,  be  pnrHied  before  our  justice-court,  and 
puuiahed  as  traitors,  according  to  law:  and 
though  all  persons  guilty  of  resptting,  mafn- 
tainliig,  harbuurlng,  intemommnning,  ccmvers- 
ing  with«  or  doing  favours  to  notour  and  known 
rebels,  that  hare  actiudlv  been  In  the  rebellion 
(albeit  neither  forfeited  as  traitors,  tmr  de- 
iiouiioed  and  rrgiatrate  at  the  horn  for  rebel- 
lion) may  be  also  punished  with  the  palnti  of 
treason  ;  yrtt  lest  any  of  our  subjects  may  hare 
fallen  unhappily  in  that  mbtakfs  because  of  the 
great  number  uf  ivl>el8,  tbnt,  for  several  years, 
have  haunted  and  frequented  some  parts  of  our 
wentern  and  southern  bhires,  we,  in  our  royal 
prudence  and  clemcney,  recommend  to  autho- 
rizeand  emp<»wer  our  privy  rounril,  that,  ta  they 
shall  tee  cause,  they  may  |;ive  warrant  to,  and 
oommaud  our  udvue^te  to  muse  mimmon  and 
cite  before  them,  such  persons  an  thev  have  rea- 
son tu  suspect,  to  be  guilty  of  the  crimes  of  re- 
setting, maiiitaiuing, harbouring,  interc^tmmun- 
ing,  conversing  with,  or  doiii^  favours  to  any 
notour  aud  known  rebels,  that  have  been  actual- 
ly in  the  rebellion ;  and  which  rehfln  have  not 
been  forfeited  as  traitors,  or  denounced  and  re- 
glstrate at  the  horn  for  rebellion,  before  the 
time  these  persons  resetted,  hariN>nred,  main- 
taiaed,  or  intenvmmnned,  con  versed  with,  or 
did  them  favour  ;  as  also  all  persims  guilty  of 
Interctunmunin^,  or  conversing  (even  with  for- 
feited rebels,  or  denounced  and  reglstrate  at  the 
horn)  occasioned  l>y  chance  and  aor.idcnt ;  and  we 
do  authorize  and  empower  our  privy  council,  to 
Judge  them  uiwn  probutiun  of  witnesses,  or  oath 
of  party,  as  tliey  nhsll  see  most  convenient  for 
our  service  ;  and  in  case  they  refuM  to  depone, 
or  to  apiiear  when  cited  iternonally,  or  at  their 
dwelling-hoiise*,  or  at  the  market-ci-osA  of  Kdln- 
burgh,  pier  iitmI  shore  of  Leith,  if  out  of  the 
kingdom,  to  hold  them  as  confessed,  and  to  re- 
strict the  orditmry  |Miins  of  treason,  to  banish- 
ment, fining,  or  other  arhitrar}'  pnniMhnient. 
I^ikcns,  we  do  hereby  declare,  that  such  per- 
sons so  judged  by  onr  privy  council,  shall,  npon 
ab«iilvit4ir,  or  sati»t'yiii<;  of  the  sentence,  be  iut 
fully  se<'ured  and  indemnified,  a^  to  tlieiie 
crimes,  lor  which  they  shall  be  so  judged  by 
them,  as  if  they  had  a  fiarticular  remission,  for 
each  of  these  crimes,  under  our  great  seal :  and 


ne,  I  donbt  not  butit  would  let  us  into  mne 
thing;!  that  nre  now  lecreta ;  and  it  is  not 
improbable,  that  the  retnm  to  the  injnno- 
tiont,  'and  thinga  to  be  done  by  each  min 


being  alw  pemaded*  that  onr  privy  coaacil 
win  itte  all  dnigeneei  to  hrina  to  condign  pbb- 
ishment,  such  who  diasiTS  tae  aanM,  ana  de- 
sirous to  wcuro  onr  saljeots,  we  da  daidare,  that 
after  the  space  of  three  yean,  from  the  fint  of 
January,  1684,  no  new  ifnam  shaU  be  raissd, 
nor  any  person  pursata  (mwt  ooly  aach  as 
have  been  cited  within  the  foresaid  tunc)  apan 
the  head  of  resetting;,  maintaiuina,  harlwiinug, 
Intercommunluf,  conversing  wiUi.  or  doM^ 
favours  to  forfeited  rebelst  or  othersp  acted, 
done,  or  committed  at  any  time  preotdiug  the 
first  of  May  1683.  We  do  Ukewiae  give  to  oar 
privy  council  full  power  and  authority,  whsa 
they  shall  find  it  neoeasary  for  our  serTicr,  to 
eommlssionate  such  as  thev  shall  think  ilt  in  the 
respective  shires,  for  Ju<Q(inff  thnaa  thoy  hasv 
not  time  or  conveniency  to  call  before  tbomaclvsi^ 
and  are  guilty  of  resetting,  maiutaininf,  har> 
bouring,  Interoommuning,  convcralii^  with,  ar 
doinff  favours  to  penous  who  are  notour  and 
known  rebels,  and  who  bare  been  acttaJlj  in 
the  bite  rebellion,  tboagb  not  Ibrfeitcd  aor 
denounced  and  reglstrate  at  the  bora  for  rcbd- 
liiMi ;  as  also,  all  persona  guilty  of  int«rcoa»- 
munfng,  or  conrerslng,  eren  with  forfiuicd 
rebels,  or  denounced  and  regiatrate  at  the 
horn,  occasioned  by  chance  and  accideuc»  aad 
that  in  the  same  way,  and  with  tba  saaM 
ponren  that  we  have  hereby  allowed  to  our 
council.  And  becauseseverol  of  our  ooinmonSk 
that  were  engaged  in  the  late  rebellion,  may 
have  (through  Ignorance)  lint  the  beuctit  of  our 
indemnity,  by  not  taking  the  bond  in  due  tim4 
and  are  yet  desirous  to  return  to  their  duty,  w» 
do  det:Iare,  that  all  such  who  shall  take  the  test, 
before  our  privy  couucil,  or  our  Justiciar)-,  or 
any  commissionated  by  the  couucil,  any  time 
betwixt  thN  and  the  first  of  August  next,  sball, 
and  are  hereby  declared  to  hv.  as  aufllcieiitly  io- 
demnifled,  as  they  would  have  been  if  they  had 
taken  the  bond  In  due  time.  Aud  fur  that  ciTsctv 
and  for  punishing  such  as  refuse  thus  to  be  r«^ 
claimed,  we  do  hereby  also  order,  that  circuit 
courts  be  bolden  In  our  western  aud  southern 
shires,  and  other  places  needful,  in  the  mouths 
uf  iMay,  June,  July,  or  August  next ;  and  that 
niter  our  council  hath  caused  take  up  exact  Pur- 
teous  rolU  of  all  such  who  are  guilty  of,  or  acoss- 
sary  to  the  late  rebeiiion,  that  have  uut  the  bcno- 
Ht  of  our  general  indemnity,  or  special  remi^ 
slons,  or  are  otherwise  cleared  and  acquitted  by 
law,  their  names,  after  thev  shall  be  denoiuMsd 
fugitives,  |»e  printeil,  publiNbed,  and  affixed  upon 
ail  the  market-crosses  within  this  kingdom,  to 
the  end  all  onr  dutiful  subjects  may  know, 
both  whom  to  shnn,  and  whom  to  apprehend. 
Af^er  all  which  declarations  of  our  royal  plea- 
sure, we  expect  that  none  will  dan*  tu  affveH- 
tureto  commit  any  of  the  forcNaJd  crinicm  bring 
fully  resolved,  not  to  nhow  further  fuvuur  or 
clemency  to  any  who  hereafter  hluill  be  found 
guilty  thereof.  Our  will  is  herefore,  and  ws 
charge  you  strictly,  and  command,  that  incon- 
tinent, these  onr  letters  seen,  ye  pass  to  the  mar- 
ket-cross of  Edinburgh,  and  tu  the  whole  mar- 
ket-crosses of  the  head  burghs  of  the  shires  and 
regalities  of  this  kingdom,  and  other    plaors 
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ister,  we  shall  just  now  hear  oi,  gart 
ground  to  the  nuuiagers  to  propose  this  new 
inquisitloo  of  circuits  to  the  king.  However, 
tlie  penners  of  this  procUmatien  make  the 


oeedfal,  and  thereat,  by  open  procIamatioD, 
make  pobliestion  of  the  premltee,  to  the  effect 
ril  personi  oonoenied  may  give  obedlenoev  and 
eonfbnn  themaelTei  to  our  royal  pleasure  afore- 
said. And  farther,  In  prooecutlon  of  the  eoda 
and  deeigni  foresaid,  we,  with  adTice  of  oar 
prity  ootaoell,  have  thought  fit  hereby  to  ordain 
and  appoint  our  circuit  courts  of  justiciary,  to 
ht  bokqen  and  kept  by  the  oommiseiooera  and 
Jttdgea  thereof,  at  the  places  and  burghs,  and 
npon  the  date  and  for  the  shires  respectUe  after- 
•peetfied,  ets.  at  the  town  of  Stirling  the  fifth 
of  Jane  next,  for  the  shires  of  Stirling,  Oadb- 
msnan,  Kinross,  Fife,  and  Perth,  besouth  the 
rlTcrof  Era,  and  the  stewartry  of  Monteith ;  at 
the  town  of  Glamw  the  twelfth  day  of  the  said 
Month,  fbr  the  shires  of  I^uiark,  Renfrew,  and 
Dninhartnn ;  at  the  town  of  Ayr  the  ninetaenth 
day  of  the  said  month,  for  the  shire  of  Avr,  and 
jurisdktioni  within  the  same,  and  the  shire  of 
Wigton ;  at  the  town  of  Dumfries  the  twenty 
alxlh  day  of  the  said  month,  for  the  shire  of  Dum* 
IHcs,  the  fttewartrles  of  Klrlccodbright  and  An* 
naiidafe;at  the  town  of  Jedburgh,  the  third  day 
of  3\i\jf  -fbr  the  shires  of  Koxburgh,  Uer wicl^ 
Sdkirit,  Peebles,  and  baillarles  of  Lauderdale ;  at 
the  town  of  Edinbuivh  the  tenth  day  of  Jnly^  lor 
tiM  shires  of  Edinburgh,  Haddington,  and 
Lfnliihjmr.  Whereof  we  ordain  you  to  make 
pnMlcanon  at  the  market-cross  of^  Edinburgh, 
an  also  at  the  market-crosses  of  the  head  burghs 
of  the  sheriftioma  of  Stirling,  Clackmanan, 
Klarosi,  Fife,  Perth,  Lanark,  Renfrew,  Dum- 
barton, Ayr,  Wfston,  Dumfirie%  Jedburgh, 
SelUrk,  Peebles,  iJunse,  Lauder,  Haddington, 
and  l^Htbgow,  wherethrough  none  pretend 
Ignorance  of  tbesame,  that  the  said  justice-courts 
are  to  be  hofden  upon  the  days,  and  at  the  burghs 
and  plaiJSB  respeetlVe  abore  written :  and  that  ye 
command  and  charge  all  archbishops,  dukca, 
marquisses.  earls,  bishops,  lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  barons,  and  others  our  freehoiden, 
"who  hold  lands  of  us  in  chief,  and  owe  suit  and 
presence  within  the  several  bounds,  shires,  and 
prvelncts  belonging  to  the  said  respective  cirouit 
courts,  to  compear  before  the  said  commissioners 
al  the  said  courts,  upon,  and  at  the  days  and 
places  foresaid,  with  continuation  of  davs,  to  do 
whatever  in  law  Is  incumbent,  and  ouglit  to  be 
done  by  them  in  that  behalf.  As  also,  that  ye 
command  and  charge  all  and  sundry  the  said 
dukes,  marquisses,  earls,  lords  spiritual  and 
temporal,  as  also,  lords  of  regalities,  stawarts, 
barons,  sheriffs,  justices  of  peace,  bailies,  clum- 
berlalns,  magistrati*!,  and  ministers  of  our  laws, 
and  all  subordinate  judges  within  our  sheriffiloms 
abovo-written,  and  whole  lieges  of  the  same, 
that  they,  arid  every  one  of  toem,  give  all  due 
resnect  to  oor  commissioners  and  justices  fore- 
saltf,  and  such  special  assistance  as  to  their  ufiioes 
and  dnties  appertains,  and  as  is  incumbent  to 
them  by  the  laws  and  acu  of  parliament  of  this 
kingdom,  as  oft  as  they  shall  be  required  by  our 
commhsf oners,  to  that  effect,  as  they  and  every 
one  of  them  win  answer  upon  the  contrary,  and 
under  all  highest  oain  and  charge  that  after  may 
follow ;  aud  particularly,  that  ye  command  our 


any,  on  the  mmtUT,peecewi^  and 
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endeaTonr  to  cast  nslnr  on  the  dnkn 

of  Lauderdale,  Monmovkh,  and  others  fbr. 

meily  in  the  ministry,  when  it  is  said,  the 


sheriff,  that  they  caan  sufBofteot  and  legal  men 
compear  before  our  said  oommlaskmers,  at  such 
diets  and  plaoea  aa  the  oommisaionera  shall 
appoint  for  assiaea  and  witnesses,  aa  they  shall 
be  cited  to  that  effect.  As  also,  tlmt  the  said 
sheriffi  and  freeholders  within  the  eevcial  shirea 
f«»resaid,  OMet  our  said  jnrtices,  at  their  entry 
into  the  ahir^  and  convey  them  into  the  same^ 
and  aeeompany  tham  during  their  remahiliig, 
Kf  and  while  they  ha  received  by  our  next 
soeriff,  and  his  depntca  Into  the  next  shire. 
And  because  there  have  been  several  great  abusea 
committed  in  taking  and  administrating  the  late 
bond,  appointed  by  our  late  indomnttlee,  and 
the  persons  intrusted  have  been  frequently  Im- 
l^eed  upon,  by  their  being  indoeed  to  admit 
persons  to  take  the  said  bend  wsder  fslse  namea 
and  designatioBS,  and  that  even  many  fUea 
subscriptions  have  been  ictumcd  through  the 
ooUusion  of  soeh  aa  were  Ul^gall^aabetitnted  by 
the  persons  iuetructed :  tiMretore  wo  ordain, 
that  all  theee  eommons,  who  shall  apply  them- 
selvca  for  baviag  the  benefit  of  the  lest,  shall 
take  the  same,  repeating  the  words  upon  thoir 
knees,  In  presMce  of  any  two  of  the  persona 
aftermentioned,  and  a  clerk«  who  are  appointed 
to  rauirn  the  test,  ao  aubeoribed,  to  tlm  clert»  of 
our  privy  council,  betwixt  and  the  first  of 
September  next,  with  a  oertificato  at  the  end 
thereof,  aubscribed  by  any  one  of  the  said  two 
persons,  or  more  presaot  Intrusted,  and  their 
clerk,  bearing  the  time  and  plaoe  when  they  did 
aign  the  same,  and  that  they  knew  tlm  persona 
subecribiog  to  be  of  the  deelgnatione  eon* 
descended  upon,  or  were  credibly  Informed  by 
persons  they  knew,  that  they  were  such,  and 
where  the  persons  could  not  subscribe  tbemeelvta, 
tlut  they  heard  them  give  direetlon  to  two 
notara,  to  subsoribe  for  thsm ;  and  which  test, 
so  subscribed,  and  returned,  and  a  certificate 
granted  thereupon,  shall  be  as  soflelent  to  the 
subsoribers,  as  if  they  had  our  particular  act  of 
Indemnity.  The  persons  Instructed  by  vs,  are^ 
all  privy  oouneellors,  lords  of  the  session  and 
justiciary,  captains  of  our  forces,  and  supsrior 
officers  upon  the  place,  eherlfiW,  stewarta,  and 
bailiee  of  regalities,  or  their  deputes,  in  their 
respective  jurisdictions,  or  provosts  of  borgho 
royal,  or  the  bailies ;  aa  also  the  partlcaUur 
persons  underwritten,  wu  John  Dalmahor  of 
that  ilk,  Mr  John  Cowpar  of  Oogar,  the  lord 
Klibank,  WUliam  Murray  of  Spot.  Sir  William 
Ruth  veil  of  Dunclass,  Adam  Hepburn  of 
Humby,  Sharp  ^  Houston,  Alexander 

MiU  of  Carrin,  the  lord  Sinclair,  Sir  Philip 
Anstruther  of  that  ilk,  Lindsay  com- 

missar of  St  Andrews,  Sir  William  Sharp  of 
Scoiicraig,  Sir  Altsander  Brace  of  Brooiahall, 
the  laird  of  Lee,  Sir  John  WhitMbrdof  Milton, 
John  Skene  of  Hallyards  in  Lothian,  Sir 
Hubert  Dalsiel  of  Glenae,  Sir  Robert  Ori«»rson 
of  Litfg,  liobcrt  Ferguasen  of  Craigdarracb,  the 
lord  Slontgomery,  the  lord  Crichum,  the  laird 
of  Blair,  Sir  Archibald  Kennedy  of  Colcean, 
John  Boyle  of  Kdbum,  James  Crawford  of 
Animillan,  CUriqohonn  of  Lass,  John 

Graham  of  Dugalstou,  the  lord  lloas,  Thomas 
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kiiiff  had  been  too  often  iiidnoed  to 

IGS3 

*  grant  indulgrences,  iDdemnitiet,  mmI 

other  favours;  and  that,  in  this  exif^ence 

it  was  lit  to  decUune  this.     What  made  such 

a  d«H;l4iration  necessary  at  this  juncture  I 

know  not,  unless  it  were,  that  some  papists 

about  court  found  such  a  confession  from 

his  rosjusty,  a  proper  preface  to  a  new  sham 

plot,  or  at  least  a  violent  pervert iu«r  of 

some  pe(»pU)*s  honest  struggles  against  the 

jM'esent,  severe,  arbitrary  and  oppressive 

courses :  but  this  1  am  sure  of,  lenity  was 

none  of  the  vices  of  this  period ;  and  if  the 

ki»)(  had  any  inclinations   this   M'ay,  his 

bralher  and  servants  took  cure  effectually 

to  «(ueU  them.     The  king  is  m:ide  further 

toudd/*  That  his  favours  to  the  £uiatic  [ir, 

presbyteriaiil  and  disaffected    party,    had 

cucuiini^cd  disorders,  wlutever  fair  hopes 

wi*re  given  [by  the  dukes  of  Lauderdale 

and  Monmouth]  at  the  granting  of  them." 

.6ui:h  thrusts  come  now  iu  course  iu  these 

public  papers,  and  have  been  more  than 

oucti  answered.     The   moderate  presbyte- 

riaiis,  yea,  the  body  and  almost  the  whole 

of  them,  ruuld  never  be  justly  charged  with 

any  disorder,  except  their  uoDconformity, 

and   refusing   subjection  to  prelacy.     The 

rising  in  uniLs,  us  luith  been  noticed,  mus 

forced,  and   what  the  generality  of  them 

were  nut  eugiijijed  iu ;  and  these  who  were, 

by   this  time  were  sufficiently  persecuted 

therefore,    without    the  least    shadow  of 


fiiTonr,  yea,  with  the  utmost  rigour:  and 
the  indnJgenoes  presbyteriam  got,  were  so 
!  palpably  dogged,  that  they  fell  eridently 
:  short  of  the  good  ends  they  migbt  otherwise 
hare  brought  ahont,  and  tew  or  none  of 
•  them  reaped  any  benefit  by  the  last  in- 
!  demnity  about  limr  yean  ago;  so  that  so 
I  great  a  spntter  needed  not  have  been  made 
;  about  these  favoure  to  presbyterioDs ;  but 
this  part  of  the  proclamation  apeaka  out 
the  inclinations  and  language  of  the  pralatci, 
who  were  grated  and  uneasy  at  the  least 
intermission  of  the  highest  ae verities.  In 
their  style,  and  agreeably  to  their  bkiody 
and  violent  desires,  the  lung  is  naade  further 
to  add,  "  It  was  and  is  now  more  than  ever 
our  royal  inclination  and  firm  reeolution, 
to  extirpate  and  root  out  all  seditious  and 
rebellious  principles."  Here  is  root  and 
branch-work  in  view,  no  doubt  in  order  to 
extirpate  the  northern  heresy,  which  lay  so 
near  tlie  duke  of  York's  heart.  The  ki^g 
is  next  brought  in, "  as  fully  persuaded,  that 
it  is  neither  difterenoe  in  religion,  nor 
tenderness  of  conscience^  but  principlci 
of  di.iloyalty  and  disafleotion,  that  ntove 
preKb\'terians ;"  therefore  the  council  jndgcs 
and  magistrates,  are  ordered  to  execute  the 
laws.  What  the  framers  of  tliia  paper  meso 
by  difference  in  religion,  I  know  not, 
unless  it  be  the  duke  of  York's  religion; 
but  everybody  might  see,  it  was  merely 
for  conscience  sake  that  presbyterians  were 


(^mwford  of  Carsburn,  Uichurd  Elphinston  of 
Airtb.  I'utrirk  Ilaldane  of  Langri^,  Alexsiiidor 
Hi'Uifi  of  Tiuirh,  Mango  Ilsldani^ot'  GIenpaffl«H», 
Sir  Kobert  .Murray  of  Abercuirny,  Sir  John 
DriiTiimoitrl  of  Mrtrhariy,  John  Drunimond  of 
l)i*An<itoii,  Andn'W  bird  P.ollo,  Sir  David 
Diiiibarot'  Ualdooii,  Hugh  MacKuifoIkof  Itusro, 
Sir  (jodhey  M'C'ullooh  of  J^iiretou,  Uoliert 
Lawrie  of  Maxwplton,  Ker  of  Grad- 

en>  Lord    Jrdburn^b,  John   Riddel  of 

HayninR,  Geork((>  Piingl^  of  Blindleen,  Sir 
JatncM  (.Vkhurn  of  that  ilk,  Hume  of 

JJnthiil,  Mr  H«ny  Hinne  of  Kaima,  Sir 
William  Purve*  of  Piirvo^hRll,  Sir  WiUUm 
Murray  of  Stenhopr,  Jamrn  Njwmith  of  Posso, 
John  Veitch  of  Diiiik,  Ab'xandpr  Cochran  of 
Barbnchly,  John  Dunda«  of  3Iaiiiior,  John 
Skene  of  Ilallyavdsin  Fif*",  Sir  H(»bert  Maxwell 
of  Orchardton,  IJniPo  of  KarhhalJ, 

Graham  corn«*t,  and  Mr  David  (iraham  quar- 
ter-master t4>  l\w  laird  of  Clavcrhouse  hiy  troop, 
Sir  Franciii  lluthvrn  hVutenant  to  the  laird  of 
Meldrum,  Sir  WlHiatn  KHth  of  Lndquharnhis 
ivirnr.t,  and  Sir  Jajnua  l)ou4;bis  of  Kidheud. 
And  to  the  eH'crt,  that  tbi.'  imtmkis  allowed  to 
take  the  teat;  may  have  convenient  upp<irtunU 


ties  for  taking  the  same,  we  do  requim  the  penoai 
foresaid,  appointed  for  adniiniMtrRting  the  test, 
to  meet  amunpt  themwlves,  siid  coitdescend 
u]H)u  frequent  diets  and  meetioij^a,  at  cotiTeaieat 
places,  and  that  they  cau<ie  make  iinieoua  and 
public  intimation  thereof  at  parish  kirks,  and 
other  places  needful,  that  all  persmis  concerned 
may  know  when  and  where  to  attend ;  and  if 
any  of  tbe  persons,  commiitslonate  to  adminis- 
trate the  nakl  test,  have  not  taken  the  muk 
themselves,  we  app<iint  them  firat   to  talv  it  iu 

Erest^nce  of  some  of  those  abi>vemeiitioued,  who 
ave  formerly  taken  the  name  before  they  ad> 
miniytrate  it  to  others.  The  which  to  d«»,  we 
commit  to  you,  conjunctly  and  Keverally^  uur  lull 
power  by  these  our  letters,  deliverlni;  them  by 
you  duly  execute,  and  endomed  agaia  t»  tbe 
bearer. 

Given  under  our  sif^not,  at  K(liabnr|;h  tbe 
thirteenth  day  of  April,  one  tliuusand  mx 
hundred  and  eiji^hty  three,  and  of  our  reign 
the  thirty  fifth  year. 

Per  actum  Dominoruin  aecreti  conrilii* 
William  Pateriion  CL  Sccr.  Cuiicilii. 
God  save  the  King. 
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Buffmug,  and  they  hare  been  abundantly 
Tindicated  from  the  charge  of  disloyalty. 
After-  this  bitter  satire  palmed  apon  the 
kin^,  the  laws  are  appointed  to  be  exeonted 
against  all  who  are  guilty  of  any  fanatical 
disorders  and  irregularities.  These  are 
oomprehensire  words,  to  be  explained,  with 
a  Tengeance,  by  the  bishops  and  army. 
Then  follows  a  partionlar  clause  against 
resetters,  harbonren,  and  oonrersen  with 
forfeited  persons  for  rebellion,  yea,  all 
who  are  put  to  the  horn,  which  was  the 
ease  of  multitudes  never  in  the  rising,  nor 
resetters,  &c.  of  such ;  but  they  were  de- 
nounced precisely  because  they  answered 
not  at  courts,  where  they  were  almost  sure 
to  be  ruined,  or  because  they  refused  the 
oaths  now  pressed. 

I  want  that  knowledge  of  the  Soots  law, 
necessary  to  determine  whether  what  fol- 
lows is  agreeable  thereto ;  but  to  me  there 
appears,  in  the  next  article  of  the  procla- 
mation, a  cunning  enough  fetch  in  ^e 
drawers  thereof,  for  a  further  and  more  ex- 
tensiTO  imposition  of  the  test;  and  this 
and  other  letten  from  the  king*,  to  tender 
tho  test  to  all  snspect  persons,  and  the 
proclamations  following  upon  them,  were 
improiren  that  way,*  whereas  the  act  of 
{parliament  imposes  it  only  on  those  in  places 
and  offices  of  trust :  thus  again  the  duke  of 
York^  prediction,  that  the  test  should  fall 
upon  others  than  catholics,  was  fulfilled. 
And  because  some  of  the  king's  subjects 
may  hare,  by  mistake,  conversed  with  rebels, 
in  great  clemency  it  is  reconounended  to  the 
council,  to  dte  before  them  all  suspect 
persons  of  reset  and  converse  with  rebels, 
and  judge  them ;  and  in  case  they  appear 
not,  to  hold  them  as  confessed,  and  to  re- 
•trict  the  ordinary  pains  of  treason  to 
banishment,  fining,  and  arbitrary  punish- 
ment ;  and  upon  an  absolviture,  or  satisfying 
the  ooundrs  sentence,  the  said  persons  are 
indemnified.  Further,  the  council  are  em- 
powered to  appoint  whom  they  see  good  in 
the  different  shires,  for  judging  of  persons 
whom  they  have  not  time  to  examine,  with 
as  much  power  as  Uie  council  have.  Here 
is  a  vast  power,  under  pretext  of  kindness, 
for  ail  universal  oppression  of  the  country, 
by  committing  the  council*8  power,  yea, 
many  times  a  justiciary  power,  to  single 


persons,  the  dierifTn,  ofiicers  of  the 
army,  &c.  and  a  wide  door  for  press- 
ing  the  test  Thus  it  follows.  And  because 
several  commons,  I  know  not  if  feuars  and 
heritors  could  be  reached  by  this,  and  yet 
they  were  attacked,  through  ignorance  have 
lost  the  benefit  of  the  indemnity,  by  not  ta- 
king the  bond,  it  is  statute,  That  their  taking 
the  test  before  the  oonncil,or  any  oommissioD- 
ed  by  diem,  shall  indenmify  them.  Thus  it 
generally  holds,  one  imposition  opens  the 
door  to  another,  and  yet  they  get  the  test  in 
room  of  the  bond.  It  would  be  observed 
here,  that  most  who  have  been  concerned 
in  Bothwell,  were  gone  off  the  country,  or 
executed,  or  at  least  were  not  known  to 
the  penecotors ;  and  the  persecution  now 
ran  most  upon  reset  and  converse,  and 
upon  such  as  had  been  denounced  rebels, 
fir  not  appearing  at  their  courts.  This 
was  a  ground  of  oppression  some  of  them- 
selves were  aUnost  ashamed  of;  therefore 
they  give  it  a  new  turn,  and  make  a  pre- 
tended fiivour  this  way  become  a  handle 
for  an  almost  general  imposition  of  the  test, 
beyond  the  parliament's  design,  under  the 
pretext  of  fkvour,  and  to  clear  people  from 
suspicion :  the  test,  they  knew  well,  would 
be  a  new  and  cfiectual  foot  for  a  general 
persecution  of  all  presbyterians.  And  to 
force  the  countiy  to  fall  in  with  this  new 
imposition,  as  well  as  to  make  it  the  more 
general,  ciremts  are  appointed,  much  in 
the  terms  of  the  last  proclamation  about 
them,  where  remarks  were  made,  which 
are  applicable  here.  These  were  to  meet 
at  i^tirling  the  fifth  of  June,  at  Glasgow  the 
twelfth,  at  Ayr  the  nineteenth,  at  Dumfries 
the  twenty  sixth,  &a  ae  in  the  prodamation. 
Next,  the  commons,  in  taking  the  test,  are 
ordered  to  do  it  on  their  knees,  and  to  sign 
it  by  themselves  or  a  notar,  in  presence  of 
the  persons  named  in  the  proclamation, 
who  are  to  oertrfy  the  subscription,  which 
is  declared  to  be  a  full  indemnity.  Tho 
pretext  for  this  new  addition,  is,  that  some 
false  names  were  subscribed  to  the  bond 
formerly  annexed  to  the  indenmity.  The 
persons  thus  empowered  are  all  privy  coun- 
sellers,  officers  of  the  army,  magistrates, 
with  a  long  list  of  others,  whom  the  reader 
will  see  in  the  proclamation;  and  many  of 
them  were  the  great  instruments  of  the 
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persecution  till  it  cetsed.  I  hare 
inbisted  the  longer  npon  this  proda- 
mation,  Uecause  it  appean  to  me  to  hare 
been  the  great  fonndation  of  the  perse- 
cution,  till  the  next  parliament  meet 

In  order  to  the  carrying  on  the  ends  of 
these  circoiti  thns  appointed,  the  oomicil 
past  this  act,  April  18th,  which  is  another 
specimen  of  the  methods  used  at  this  time, 
and  a  proof  that  it  was  not  the  king's  hon- 
our, and  the  safety  of  the  goremment,  which 
was  before  them,  but  quite  other  riews. 
*  The  lords  of  his  majesty's  privy  council, 
considering,  that  all  persons,  of  whatsom- 
erer  quality  or  station  they  be,  if  delated 
upon  oath  to  the  clerks  of  the  criminal 
court,  in  thdr  taking  up  of  dittays  in  order 
to  justiceairs,  ought  to  be  insert  in  the  or- 
dinary Porteous  roUs.  Notwithstanding,  in 
this  present  conjuncture,  the  said  lords  haye 
thought  fit  to  give  order  and  warrant  to  the 
derk,  not  to  insert  in  the  ordinary  Porteous 
rolls,  any  noblemen,  or  sheriff-prindpals, 
or  provosts  of  burghs,  where  the  said  drciut 
sits,  as  also  any  persons  who  are  already 
under  process  before  the  privy  coundl,  or 
justice-court,  for  rebellion  or  reset  of  rebels ; 
but  that  the  derk  and  his  deputes  shall 
take  up  all  information  they  can  have 
against  all  persons  wbatsomevcr.  And  in 
case  any  noblemen,  or  persons  foresaid,  be 
delated  and  given  up  to  the  said  clerks,  that 
they  keep  a  particular  and  private  roll  for 
such  persons,  which  roll  the  said  clerks  are 
to  keep  secret,  as  they  will  be  answerable, 
and  send  in  those  private  rolls  to  the  coun- 
cil; for  all  which  this  shall  be  their  war- 
rant" Reflections  upon  this  are  needless, 
the  design  is  plain  enough. 

I^ext  day,  April  19th,  a  draught  of  in- 
stroctionsy  with  respect  to  the  drcuit-courts, 
is  produced  from  a  committee  ordered  to 
draw  them  up ;  and  I  give  tliem  just  as 
they  stand  in  the  council-books. 

Inslruct'umi  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
justiciary^  at  the  ciradt-courtSf  aiid  their 
cierk^  in  taking  up  dittays, 

**  That  the  sheriffs  be  commanded  to  dte 

some  of  the  most  intelligent  gentry,  as  well 

as  commons,  and  indemnified  rebels  to  give 

up  dittay,  and  that  the  derk  be  autbonied 

to  take  the  theriff-depute*s  oaiki  that  Vie 

hMtb  done  ao. 


**  When  any  person  b  giveii  up  for  re- 
bellion, or  resetting  rebels,  and  tiie  advo- 
cate is  not  ready  to  inaisty  or  tins  Justires 
have  not  pregnant  preaamptioaB  of  the 
party's  guilt,  that  the  justioea  be  iattncted 
to  take  caution  of  snch  peraons,  for  their 
appearance,  under  auoh  penaltiea  aa  they 
see  nt 

*That  the  justices  proceed  against 
preachers  at  field-conventides,  and  those 
that  have  accompanied  them  in  arms,  and 
are  repute  to  be  their  gnarda,  according  to 
law. 

"MThen  persons  are  dted  to  give  up 
dittay,  and  refuse  to  depone,  that  they  be 
immediately  secured. 

*  If  the  derk  get  notice  fiat  notorious 
rogues  are  lurking  where  he  is  taking  up 
the  dittay,  he  is  to  require  the  magistrate 
of  the  pku»,  or  these  oommissionate  by  the 
coundl,  that  they  be  surprised  and  secured. 

*That  the  lieutenant-general  send  oat 
forces  to  attend  at  the  placet  where  dittsy 
is  taken  up,  that  they  attend  the  derk  ia 
his  progress  from  placa  to  place,  for  that 
effect ;  that  the  officers  in  the  Keretal  pbusn 
where  they  quarter  in  the  country,  give  aiU 
the  information  to  the  derk  they  can ;  and 
that  the  persons  commissionate  by  the 
coundl,  make  exact  inquiry  anent  penooi 
guilty  of  the  bte  rebellion,  and  their  reset- 
ters, and  that  they  be  present  with  the 
derk  at  the  respective  places,  for  giving  up 
of  dittay,  and  be  cited  to  give  op  dittay,  to 
these  crimes. 

"  That  the  sheriffs  uplift  the  fines  impos- 
ed upon  the  absents,  for  not  gi>'ing  up  dittay, 
according  to  the  old  custom,  and  count  at 
the  justiceair  for  the  same. 

**  Since  the  sheriffs  are  to  be  at  great 
charges  and  trouble,  in  summoning  persons 
to  give  dittay,  parties,  witnesses^  and  assiz- 
ers, and  constant  attendance  upon  the 
court  of  justiceairs,  it  is  recommended  tu 
the  lord  treasurer,  to  pay  punctually  their 
depursements,  and  that  they  be  authorized 
to  uplift  the  fines,  and  be  countable  there- 
fore, being  paid  of  their  expenses  off  the 
first  end. 

**  Since,  by  act  of  parliament,  the  clerk 

is  to  keep  secret  the  Porteous  roll,  and, 

«£Ux  Uve  taking  up  thereof,  he  must  deliver 

l\i«  \v>sX  <\nvi^s\<^  >^«Kfiil  \&  ^ikit  Y^c^ectivfl 

^<eT>S£s«Vc\s  ^\.\kft\A  «»i^^f>aAi^\j^  '«^»2^- 
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asUr  an  oaJt^  of  secrecy  to  the  sherifiii  and 
■lh«ir  clarlu^  and  that  they  give  no  doable, 
hot  einploy  ,iuich  persons  as  are  trusty,  for 
eiceeuting.  the  same^  who  are  to  axecute  the 
•aiiM:iipoaoaib* 

.^  That  ahaent  sherifist  noblemen*  gentle- 
maQ»  luodireaholdeii^  be  warned  to  attend, 
and,  if  absent,  fined  according  to  custoui, 
and  the  finea  punctually  uplifted  unthout 
excuee. 

"  That  no  sheriff-deputes  or  bailie-deputes 
sit  with  the  justices,  but  only  the  princi- 
pals. 

*'  That  the  clerk  take  alongst  with  him 
to  the  courts,  exact  rolls  of  persong  for- 
fiiited,  denounced,  and  put  to  the  horn  for 
rebeUion,  and  likewise  exact  rolls  of  all 
acch  as  have  either  taken  the  bond  before 
the  council  or  justices,  or  have  special  ro- 
aaission  for  the  rebellion. 

"  The  council  approve  these  instructions, 
and  order  extracts  to  be  given  to  all  whom 
lliey  may  concern." 

•  We  may  easily  guess  what  vast  trouble  and 
chargea  the  country  was  put  to,  by  these  pre- 
paratory steps  to  the  drcuits.  Most  of  these 
inetnictions  were  carefully  executed  by,the 
|>ersonsto  whom  they  are  given,  and  the 
Porteous  rolls  were  drawn.  I  have  taken  an 
overly  view  of  some  of  these  rolls,  and  had 
it  been  posnble  to  have  gone  through  them 
narrowly,  and  compared  them  with  other 
acoounts  I  have  from  the  respective  shires, 
no  doubt  very  blade  discoveries  might  have 
been  made;  but  that  was  impracticable. 
The  Porteous  roll  for  the  shire  of  Ayr  this 
year,  as  &r  as  I  could  guess  when  I  folded 
k  out,  consists  of  upwards  of  three  hundred 
feheets  of  paper.  That  of  the  shireof  Lanark 
Is  upwards  of  200  sheets.  I  observed  evi- 
dently sheets  taken  out  here  and  there,  and 
others,  written  in  a  different  hand  from  the 
rest  of  the  roll,  put  in  their  room,  and  that 
with  very  little  nicety,  this  probably  having 
been  done  in  haste.  And  multitudes  of 
names  are  razed  out,  and  others  put  in 
their  place,  sometimes  by  one  hand,  some- 
times another.  Those  tolls  consist  of 
three  columns;  the  first  contains  the  per- 
sons* names,  where  there  are  a  vast  many 
changes  and  alterstions  made,  different 
hands,  different  inks,  and  evident  razings  of 
one  name,  and  writing  in  another  for  it ; 


and  that  those  were  done  pri  vately^nd 
no  doubt  brought  in  vast  sums  of  mo- 
ney  to  some,  appears  from  this,that  what  was 
found  judicially  by  the  court,  is  still  added 
to  every  per«on*s  name  in  the  toll  by  the 
derk^s  hand»  that  he  is  deleted,  that  be  is 
delayed,  remitted  to  Edinbuiigh,  remitted  to 
the  judge  ordinary,  fined  or  the  like ;  and 
generally  in  those  raaings  the  persons  are 
absent  or  deleted.  In  the  next  column  the 
person's  crime  is  inserted,  being  at  lioth- 
well,  reset  and  converse^  not  keying  the 
church,  absence  from  courts^  &o>  aud  in  the 
third  column,  the  names,  of  witnesses,  to 
prove  the  chaige,Are  inserted.  In  persons 
of  note  the  charge  is  very.distiQct  and  par« 
ticular,  and  in  meaner  persons  it  is  biit 
shortly  expressed.  It  may  not  b^  out  of 
the  road  to  give  one  instance,  wjiereby  the 
reader  may  understand  the  me^od  of  these 
rolbk  In  that  of  Renfrewshire,  scarce  any 
of  the  gentlemen  are  overlooked :  the  article 
rebtive  to  the  present  lord  Pollock,  whom 
we  shall  afterwards  meet  with^  follows. 
"  Sir  John  Maxwell  of  Nethw  Pollock,  you 
are  indicted  and  accused  of  resetting  of 
rebels  in  so  fiur  as  Stevenson  snoe- 

maker  in  Pollodc-town,  Robert  Jackson  iq 
Camwatherick,  Arthur  Cunningham  tliere^ 
Robert  Taylor  there,  Archibald  Barr  in 
PoUock-town,  and  several  other  of  your 
servants  and  tenants,  being  actually  in  the 
rebellion  1679,  were  upon  the  first,  second, 
or  remanent  days  of  the  months  of  July, 
August,  September,  October,  November,  or 
December  1679,  or  January,  February,  or 
the  remanent  months  of  the  years  1680, 81, 
82,  83,  or  upon'  some  of  the  days  of  the 
months  foresaid,  reset,  harboured.  Intercom* 
muned,  aided,  assisted,  and  did  favours  or 
had  favours  done  to  them  by  you,  or  you 
otherwise  supplied  them.  Of  the  which 
crimes  you  are  actor,  art  and  part.  As  also 
the  said  Sir  John  Maxwell  is  guilty  of  high 
treason,  as  upon  one  of  the  foresaid  days 
the  said  rebels  and  traitors,  who  were  actu- 
ally in  rebellion,  were  supplied  and  furnished 
with  meat,  drink,, and  other  provisions, 
reset  and  entertidned  in  his  house,  by  order 
of  him,  his  lady,  or  other  persons.'*  Then 
over  against  this  follows  the  list  of  witnes- 
ses, John  Luke  in  Pollock-town,  John 
Breadie,  hammerman  there<»  John  WoUdMa^ 
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in  Pollock-shawB,  John  Park  in  Ap- 
^^^  den-head,  Darid  Kennedy  gardener 
in  Pollock,  Dayid  Kincaid  hia  servant.  An* 
drew  Martin  groom,  John  Paton  cook.    In  a 
cunorj  view  of  the  Porteous  roll  of  this  shire 
of  Renfrew,  which  is  the  shortest  of  any  I 
looked  at,  I  find  from  the  parishes  of  Cathcart, 
Eastwood,  Eaglesham,  Mems,  Neilstou,  and 
Lochwiunoch  105  common  people,  how  the 
rest  of  the  parishes  escaped  I  do  not  know, 
nineteen  considerable  gentlemen,  and  three 
ladies.    In  the  roll  for  the  shire  of  Lanark> 
I  noticed  the  whole  gentry  of  that  shire, 
almost  without  exception.     And  the  com- 
mons and  gentlemen  are  pretty  much  classed 
by  their  parislies.    In  Monkland  46,  Both- 
well  64,  more  in  both  of  these  53,  Douglas 
24,  Lesmahago  60,  Carmichael,  Pittennain, 
Carstairs,  &c  50,  Carlnke  19,  Lanark  59, 
more  16,  more  in  Carluke  25,  Stonehouse 
19,  more  10,  Cambnsnethan  35,  Kilbride 
103,  Hamilton  84,  Carmunnock  19,  Blau- 
tyre  14,  Rutherglen  13,  Dalserf  30,more  of 
gentlemen  5,  Glasgow  100,  more  gentle- 
men 19,  Barony  18,  Go  van  39,  Evandale  80. 
Only  let  me  further  observe  upon  these 
rolls,  that   the    most  part    of  the    com- 
moners are  charged  with  reset  and  converse 
and  not  keeping  the  church,  some  fathers 
for  resetting  their  children  and  brothers 
who  had  been  at  Both  well.     A  good  many 
of  the  gentlemen  in  both  shires  are  remitted 
to  Edinbui^^h  in  July,  where  wo  have  met 
with  them ;  some  of  them    arc   excused 
8\mpliciter,    And  lastly  I  notice,  that  the 
witnesses  cited  in  every  parish  are  oft-times 
more  than  the  persons  charged  ;  and  when 
any  of  them  are  absent,  they  are  noted  and 
remitted  ordinarily  to  the  magistrate  of  the 
place.  From  those  cursory  remarks  the  reader 
may  guess  somewhat  of  the  sad  circumstan- 
ces of  the  west  and  south  of  Scotland,  at 
this  time.    But  the  vast  trouble  every  body 
was  put  to,  and  the  extraordinary  sums  of 
money  uplifted,  what  upon  one  score,  what 
upon  another,  cannot  bo  narrated. 

To  prepare  matters  for  the  circuits,  and 
make  the  persecution  as  extensive  as  it  might 
be,  the  clergy  are  engaged,  and  were  most 
ready  to  give  their  utmost  assistance.  I 
have  before  me  a  paper  dispersed  among 
them,  and  copies  sent  to  every  congrega- 


cannot  say ;  but  it  is  probable,  that  it  was 
spread  in  the  time  of  the  forming  of  the 
rolls.  Whether  it  was  spread  by  the 
bishops'  orders,  or  came  from  the  council 
I  know  not ;  but  the  episcopal  ministers 
were  very  H-iUing  to  fulfil  it  in  all  its  parts, 
and  were  most  useful  to  the  clerics  in  mak- 
ing up  the  rolls.     The  title  of  the  paper  is 

Li$t  ofthingM  to  be  dome  by  the  mimUer  » 
eachparish^  1683, 

"  That  the  ministers  give  in  upon  oath  a 
list  of  their  sessioners,  their  clerks  and  bt&> 
men,  of  withdrawers  from  the  church,  and 
noncommunioants ;   that  to  their    know- 
ledge they  give  account  of  all  diaordeis 
and  rebellions,  and  who  are  guilty  of  them, 
heritors  or  others;  that  they  girt  a  fiiU 
and  complete  roll  of  all  within  the  pvish ; 
that  they  give  a  particular  list  4»f  ail  the 
heritors;  that  all  women  who  are  deUa- 
quents,  be  given  up  as  well  as  men ;  tiait 
they  give  account  of  all  persona  who  haf« 
gone  out  of  their  parishes,  and  the  reasons 
of  this  vrithdrawing;  that  they  give  np 
particular  accounts  of  fngitivea,  their  wives 
or  widows  within  the  pariah,  and  all  reset- 
ters of  them,  and  of  chapmen  and  travellen; 
that  they  declare  who  are  the  people  in 
their  parishes  who  can  give  the  best  ac- 
count of  all  these  particulars,  besides  their 
sessioners,  that  such  may  be  brought  in  and 
examined."    This  last  clause  seems  plainly 
to  refer  to  the  examination  of  the  circuit 
clerks,  when  they  came  about,  according  to 
the  coundrs  instructions,  to  receive  infor- 
mation and  make  up  the  rolls.  No  remarks 
need  be  made  upon  these  demands  made 
upon  every  curate  in  every  parish;  they 
are  plain  enough,  as  also  their  design.  One 
thing  is  observable,  that  their  sessioners,  as 
they  arc  called,  members  of  their  sessions, 
arc  here  just  made  use  of  aa   informers 
against  honest  people ;  and  therefore  it  is 
no  wonder,  a  good  many  gentlemen  and 
others,  when  named  to  join  with  th<4n  in 
session,  peremptorily  reftised  this  invidious 
office,  and  chose  rather  to  undergo  con- 
siderable fines,  than  to  concur  in  this  mali- 
cious work,  and  horrid  profanation  of  the 
office  of  ruling  elders,  whose  work  is  to 
oversee  people's  manners,  and  join  in  jud^- 


tion  :  fihat  time  it  was  given  the  cuialea,  V\\i\^  >^«is^  tL^\.  v^  informing  the  civil  govern- 
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ment  against  them.  ThU  paper  coDfirms 
the  general  remark  so  nuuiy  times  made 
•Bd  proren,  tbat  the  clergy  were  at  bottom 
of  all  the  persecutioa  I  am  describing,  and 
the  curates  extremely  useful,  as  in  the  lesser 
oppressiye  courti^  so  likewise  in  the  more 
eztensire  drcuits. 

Before  I  come  to  the  particular  procedure 
of  those  courts,  I  only  further  notice,  that 
April  23d  Sir  Robert  Grierson  of  Lagg,  a 
most  yiolent  persecutor,  is  continued 
elewari-depute  of  Kirkcudbright,  till  the 
juaticoHors  be  over;  and  May  last,  Mr 
George  Bannerman  adTocate,  is  appointed 
as  adTocate-depute  to  attend  the  justicenurs. 
The  kiBg^s  advocate,  we  have  heard,  was 
otherwise  employed*  And  June  4th  be- 
fore the  justioea  go  upon  their  curcuit,  the 
oOQucil  appoint  the  laird  of  Clavcrhouae, 
Meldrum,  Riddel  of  Ilayning,  Ker  of 
.Oraden,  Mi^or  White,  Sir  John  Whitoford 
of  Milton,  and  John  Skene  of  HallyardSf 
who  received  commission  from  the  council 
or  treasurer^  anent  the  discovery  of  rebels 
or  their  resetters,  and  for  securing  and  se- 
questrating their  goods,  with  their  deputes 
and  derioB,  to  attend  the  justices  with  their 
book%  papen^  depositions,  and  informations 
they  can  give,  and  that  they  be  in  readiness 
to  depone  on  oath,  anent  any  persons  guilty 
of  treason,  or  reset  of  rebels,  or  whatever 
ahall  be  inquired  of  them  by  the  justices. 
That  same  day  the  council  agree  upou  the 
following  instructions  to  be  given  to  the 
circuits,  which  deserve  a  room  here. 

InUructions  given  by  the   council  to   the 
commwioners  qf  justiciary, 

**  That  the  commissioners  of  justiciary, 
conform  to  his  miyesty's  letter,  take  pre- 
<HigBition,  and  oonsider  the  probation,  and 
distinguish  the  delinquents  into  classes. 

**  1.  The  class  of  absents  from  the  host  be 
in  cunmlo  deserted,  and  remitted  to  the 
council. 

^2.  That  the  class  of  common^  and  those 
that  are  not  heritors,  either  rebek  or  re- 
•etten,  on  their  taking  the  test,  be  deserted, 
and  such  of  them  as  do  not  take  the  test 
be  either  secured,  or  pot  under  caution. 

*"  a.  That  the  diet  be  deserted  against  all 
resetters,  they  taking  the  test,  and  such 
as  will  no^  if  by  the  precognitiou  it  appear 


that  they  have  reset  or  inttrcom- 
muncd  with  rebels  who  were  forfeited, 
denounced,  and  registrate,  or  notour,  that 
these  be  put  under  caution  under  great 
sums  effeiring  to  their  condition  and  rank, 
and  quality  of  their  crimes,  to  appear  before 
the  justices  at  particular  diets. 

^  4.  That  rebel  heritors  of  whatsomever 
quality,  applying  for  taking  the  test,  pre- 
senting thenuielves,  and  confessing  the 
crimes,  and  disponing  their  estates,  the 
justices  shall  allow  them  to  take  the  test, 
and  promise  that  the  council  shall  recom- 
mend tbem,  as  to  their  lives  allenarly,  to 
his  majesty's  mercy. 

"5.  That  abscnto,  who  are  accused  for 
rebellion  and  reset,  be  declared  fugitives, 
and  the  witnesses  against  them  exactly  ex- 
amined, in  order  to  a  process  against  them, 
either  before  the  justice-court  or  council, 
as  effeiriL 

"  6.  That  the  justices  be  exact  in  observing 
the  form  of  process  in  the  judtice-uir,  and 
if  any  delinquent  refuse  to  enact  and  find 
caution,  that  they  be  seised. 

^  The  council  approve  these,  and  appoint 
they  be  given  to  Ule  justices,  that  they  act 
accordingly." 

With  those  instructions,  the  persons  ap- 
pointed by  the  council  apply  themselves  to 
their  work.  Only  two  or  three  processes 
at  Glasgow  and  Ayr  are  insert  in  the 
criminal  bookstand  these  I  shall  give  as 
briefly  as  I  can,  and  add  some  other  accounts 
not  recorded,  because  not  brought  to  a 
sentence  and  full  issue,  from  other  informa- 
tions, which  may  be  depended  upon,  and 
then  subjoin  some  particular  oppressions, 
at  particular  courts  held  by  the  persons  nam- 
ed in  the  proclamation  for  cLrcuits  this  year. 

By  the  proclamation  they  are  to  be  at 
Stirling,  June  5th,  where  they  began  their 
circuit  I  have  before  me  a  very  surprising 
instance  of  inhumanity  before  the  circuit  at 
Stirling,  in  the  pursuers  or  judges,  if  they 
knew  the  poor  man's  case. 

One  William  Johnston,  a  Stirlingshiro 
man,  bad  been  in  the  engagement  at  Botli- 
well,  where  he  was  sore  wounded,  and  ciir- 
ried  prisoner  into  Hamilton.  There, 
through  negligence,  and  not  allowing  him  a 
surgeon,  he  lost  so  much  blood  at  his  many 
,  wounds,  VYwA.  ^w  >>«^  ^^% V^  ^^  ^^^wfcs>^- 
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Imi,  and  ercry  body  gsre  bim  over  for 

dead ;  andao  he  was  not  carried  away 
witb  the  rest  of  the  priaoneri,  jet  he  gradu- 
ally reeoreivd ;  bot  by  reason  of  the  eztra- 

ordiuaryloasof  Mood,  and  strokes  he  had  got, 
he  did  not  reooTer  the  exercise  of  his  reason 
fully,  but  was  silly,  and  next  to  an  idiot 
When  Ihs  wounds  were  healed,  and  the 
keepers  had  got  any  thing  he  had,  he  H'as 
OTerlooked  and  let  go,  and  got  home  to  his 
friends,  and  lired  with  them  till  this  circuit ; 
and  to  it  he  was  cited,  though  all  the  coun- 
try knew  he  had  Tery  much  lost  his  reason. 
Accordingly  he  appears  with  many  others, 
and  upon  his  knees  he  and  they  sware  the 
test,  and  subscribed  it  When  he  came  out, 
heasked  what  paper  that  was  they  had  caused 
him  put  his  name  to.  Some  of  his  acquain- 
tances told  him,  it  was  a  renouncing  of  that 
work  he  had  owned  at  BothwelL  When 
he  heard  this,  he  was  mightily  affected,  and 
his  distemper  increased  upon  him  till  his 
death,  which  was  in  a  few  days.  This 
melancholy  account  needs  no  reflections. 

The  circuit  was  to  sit  at  Gbisgow,  by 
tlie  proclamation,  Jnne  ISth,  and  that  day 
two  persons  were  executed  at  the  cross, 
for  ullejred  killing  of  a  soldier,  as  we  shall 
just  now  hear.  The  circuit  did  not  Mit  till 
that  day  they  were  executed,  and  they  ap- 
pear to  have  been  condemned  a  little  before. 
Whether  major  White,  by  his  justiciary 
power,  or  the  baron  bailie  passed  the  sen- 
tence, I  caimot  learn.  However,  they 
were  executed,  and  that  very  suddenly,  for 
the  more  awful  opening  of  the  circuit ;  and 
the  fullest  account  I  can  give  of  this  mat- 
ter, from  several  relations  of  it  before  me, 
is  as  follows. 

Towards  the  beginning  of  June,  a  very 
few  days  before  their  execution,  a  party  of 
soldiers  who  had  seized  one  Alexander  Smith 
an  outlawed  countryman,  and  were  carry- 
ing him,  I  think  to  Edinburgh,  were  at- 
tacked by  some  few  country  people,  friends 
to  the  said  Alexander  in  arms  at  Inch-bcUy- 
bridjjo,  six  miles  from  Ghisgow,  in  the  road 
to  Mdiuburg^h,  and  the  prisoner  was  by 
force  taken  from  them.  In  the  rencounter 
some  wrre  wounded  on  both  sides,  and  one 
of  the  soldiers  was  killed.  The  country 
peoph  tvtired  with  their  frieud  in  5;ood 
order,  niid  went  off.     Tlio  soldiers  Ta\\\eA\^o\«  V^^^XswX^waXwsAys^itt^ 


in  a  little  time,  and  in  grtat  rage  and  fury, 
fell  a  searching  the  places  near  by,  though 
by  this  time  the  party  who  had  attacked 
them  were  retired  a  good  way  from  them; 
and  in  a  wood,  not  ht  off  from  the  place  of 
action,  they  found  John  Wharry,  or  Mao- 
wharry,  and  James  Smith,  sitting  without 
any  arms,  having  only  two  walking  staves 
in  their  hands.  The  soldiers  alleged,  these 
two  belonged  to  the  company  who  had  res- 
cued the  prisoner,  and  brought  them  into 
Glasgow  prison ;  and  they  were  sentenced 
to  die,  and  to  be  executed  the  I  Ith  of  Junc^ 
says  the  Cloud  of  Witnesses,  but  othtf 
papers  make  it  more  justly  the  13th.  When 
they  were  brought  to  Olai^w,  very  much 
spite  and  malice  was  vented  against  them. 
Some  papers  say,  that  the  soldiers  suborned 
two  of  their  number  to  depone  they  saw 
them  kill  the  soldier  at  Inch-belly-bridge, 
when  the  prisoner  was  relieved ;  but  I  am 
well  informed  by  persons  of  credit,  who 
were  present  at  their  trial,  that  no  witnesMi 
were  adduced  against  them,  but  the  cooit 
sustained  it  relevant,  that  they  were  found 
so  near  the  place  where  the  soldier  was 
killed.  Whereas  it  appears  to  be  a  very 
great  presumption  in  their  favour,  that  they 
were  so  near;  since,  had  they  been  in  the 
engagement,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  they 
would  stay  so  near  by,  but  would  hare  re- 
tired with  the  rest  What  would  make 
them  cast  themselves  in  the  soldiers*  hands  ? 
And  if  they  had,  by  some  occasion  or  other, 
been  obliged  to  stay  near,  why  would  they 
quit  their  arms  ?  This  is  certain,  the  fact 
was  never  confessed  by  them,  neither  were 
there  any  evidences  of  their  being  in  the 
attack  for  relieving  the  prisoner.  But 
their  being  found  in  the  vicinity,  though 
without  arms,  was  made  ground  enough  to 
take  away  their  life,  according  to  the  jus- 
tice of  this  time.  They  were  sentenced  to 
have  their  right  hands  cut  off,  and  then  to 
be  hanged,  and  their  bodies  to  be  carried  to 
Inch-belly-bridge,  and  there  hung  up  in 
chains.  Their  carriage  at  their  execution 
was  cheerful  and  gallant  John  Wharry 
was  ordered  to  lay  his  hand  on  the  block, 
he  thinking  they  required  to  lay  his  head 
down,  did  so  with  much  courage.  Major 
l^a\So>»  >ax^  v\  Sk  ^reat   rage,  it  is   not 
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John  answered,  he  had  then  heard  wrong, 
but  was  moat  ^idlling  to  lay  down  not  only 
his  hand  but  his  neck»  and  all  the  members 
of  his  body»  for  the  cause  of  Christ  When 
his  hand  was  cut  ofi^  he  was  not  obsenred 
to  shrink^  but  holding  up  the  stump  with 
great  courage,  said,!  this  and  other  blood 
now  shed,  will  yet  raise  the  burned  cov- 
enants. James  Smith  died  in  much  peace 
and  comfort,  not  in  the  least  discomposed. 
I  have  some  of  their  letters  to  their  friends, 
from  the  prison  at  Glaigow,  dated  June 
1 1th  and  12th,  full  of  pious  matter,  and  dis- 
coTering  a  very  great  measure  of  divine  joy 
they  were  under.  They  appear  to  have 
been  sensible  serious  Christians.  When 
they  were  but  half-choked,  says  the  Cloud 
of  Witnesses,  they  were  cut  down,  and,  in 
that  condition,  carried  on  two  earts  to 
Iiichrbelly-bridge.  Some  honest  people  had 
provided  coffins  for  them,  and  caused  bring 
them  near,  at  which  Balfour  raged  terribly, 
and  caused  break  them  in  pieces. 

But  I  return  to  give  a  more  direct  ac- 
count of  the  circuit  at  Glasgow,  and  begin 
first  with  what  is  in  the  registers,  and  there 
are  only  two  processes  recorded  at  this 
place.  The  first  is  June  13tb,  and  the  lords 
present  are,  Perth  justice-general,  and 
Maitland  justice-clerk,  with  the  lords  Col- 
lington,  Casaebill,  and  Forret  That  day 
appear  in  the  pannel,  John  Rnssel  portioner 
in  Eastfield  in  Monkland,  Gavin  Paterson 
feuar  in  Bothwell-shiels,  Robert  Russel  of 
Windy-edge,  Mr  Thomas  Hamilton  of 
Raith,  James  Hamilton  of  Parkhead.  The 
second  and  third  of  these  had  been  before 
the  justiciary  formerly,  and  how  they  came 
now  to  be  again  pannelled  I  know  not 
Their  indictment  runs  very  short,  that  they 
had  been  in  arms  with  the  rebels  at  Both- 
welL  Their  indictment  is  found  relevant, 
and  the  probation  is  remitted  to  an  assize. 
The  depositions  of  witnesses  appear  very 
lame.  One  depones,  he  saw  John  Russel 
at  Meadows,  and  at  Hamilton-muir,  with  a 
horse,  sword,  and  pistols.  Another  depones, 
he  saw  him  at  Sbawhead-muir,  some  days 
before.  Two  witnesses  depone,  they  saw 
Mr  Thomas  Hamilton  and  James  Hamilton 
at  Shawhead-muir,  but  without  arms.  One 
depones  against  Robert  Russel,  that  he  saw 
him  at  Drumclog,  and  another  that  he  saw 
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him  at  Hamilton-muir.  And  the  sane 
as  to  Gavin  Paterson,  one  saw  him 
at  one  place,  and  another  depones  he  saw  him 
elsewhere;  and,  as  £ur  as  I  could  remark, 
there  are  not  two  witnesses  €id  idem^  as  to 
any  but  Raith  and  Parichead,  and  both  d*. 
clare  they  had  no  arms ;  and  these  gentle- 
men's houses  were  near  by,  Raitk's  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  Both  well.bridg«.  The 
assise  bring  them  in  guilty  of  the  crimes 
libelled.  The  lords  forfeit  them,  aad  appoint 
them  to  be  demeaned  and  executed  as  trai- 
tors, when  the  justiciary  or  oouacil  shall 
think  fit  This  is  another  instance  of  the 
justice  of  this  period,  a  sentence  of  death 
passed  upon  two  gentlemen,  for  being  in 
the  conipany  of  the  west-oountry  army, 
when  just  lying  abont  their  houses.  Wo 
shall  meet  with  some  of  them  aftsrwaHs^ 
next  year. 

June  15th  the  oircuit  proceed  agaisBt 
James  Maxwell  of  William  wood,  and  John 
Maxwell  younger  of  Bogton,  both  in  the 
parish  of  Cathcart  in  the  shire  of  Renfrew, 
and  in  absence.  They  are  indicted  for 
being  with  the  rebels  at  BoChweR  For 
probation  the  advocate  produoeth  the 
Porteous  roll,  and  dittay  against  the  defend- 
en^  who  not  compearing  were  outlawed, 
fugitate,  and  put  to  the  hom,;and  all  their 
moveables  to  be  inbrought  to  the  king; 
but  the  spite  against  these  good  men  stops 
not  here.  The  lords^  as  the  sentenoe  ninsi, 
conform  to  act  11.  sess.  1.  parL  2.  Char.  IL 
proceed  to  give  further  sentenoe  in  absence, 
and  find  the  libel  relevant^  and  remit  it  to 
the  assize.  None  of  the  witnesses,  as  far 
as  I  can  see,  are  ad  idem,  John  Hart  in 
Braehead  of  Cathcart  depones,  be  saw  them 
in  arms  with  the  rebels  in  Hamilton, 
Glasgow,  and  some  other  places  some  time 
before  the  engagement  This  Hart,  as  I  am 
told,  was  in  the  Porteous  roll  himself,  and 
was  practised  upon  to  witness  in  this  case^ 
by  Mr  Ezekiel  Montgomery  sheriff-depute, 
who  had  Williamwood's  estate  in  view, 
but  missed  it  Another  depone^  he  saw 
Williamwood  in  arms  at  another  place. 
Another  depones,  he  met  Williamwood  in 
the  road  going  to  the  rebels,  at  the  infall  on 
Glasgow ;  another,  that  they  are  held  and 
repute  to  be  rebels,  and  have  taken  guilt  on 
t\iem,axid  {Lcd*,W\.\i<Q^QVi<^  ^l>^<t\«^3MiQ«s«ik 
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aS^reeing  as  to  time  and  place,  the 
asaize  bring  them  io  guilty  of  being  ' 
with  the  rebels,  and  at  the  late  rebeliion:  | 
and  the  lords  sentence  them  to  be  for- 
feitedf  and  when  i^prehended  to  be  de- 
meaned as  traitons  &ol  in  common  style. 
This  religious  and  peaceable  gentleman  had  . 
suffered,  as  most  about  him  did,  very  much  ' 
irora  the  Highland  host,  January,  February,  | 
and  March,  1678.  That  same  year  in  June 
or  July,  there  came  a  party  of  soldiers  to 
his  house,  without  any  orders  which  they 
could  produce,  and  indeed  he  could  not  be 
reached  by  law,  for  he  had  managed  him- 
self with  all  caution  and  circiunspection. 
The  party  was  commanded  by  one  Scot  of  i 
Bonniton,  and  carried  off,  or  caused  carry 
off,  fifty  bolls  of  meal,  four  honos,  with 
the  whole  household  furniture  left  by 
the  Highlanders,  chimneys,  pots,  pans, 
crooks,  tonga,  beds,  and  bedclothes,  and 
e?ery  thing  that  was  portable,  without  any 
pretext  of  law,  but  that  Williamwood  was 
a  suspected  person.  80  mad  and  violent 
were  they  in  their  spite  and  rage,  that  they 
cut  and  mangled  with  their  swords  and 
other  instruments,  the  beds  and  other  things 
they  could  not  carry  off,  and  cut  do^m  and 
spoiled  most  of  the  young  timber  about 
the  house ;  yea,  so  virulent  were  they  that 
finding  a  stack  of  bear,  reckoned  to  contain 
about  twenty  bolls,  which  they  could  not 
get  transported,  they  set  tire  to  it  once  and 
again,  but  being  wet  it  did  not  kindle. 
They  carried  all  their  spoil  to  Kuthergleu, 
and  there  sold  it ;  and  though  this  was  once 
and  again  represented,  no  redress  could  be 
had,  neither  can  any  reason  be  given  for 
this  spoil,  but  an  information  given  by  Mr 
Finnick,  curate  of  Cathcart,  against  William- 
wood,  as  a  person  suspect  to  be  presbyte- 
riau  in  his  judgment,  and  who  would  not 
join  with  him  as  one  of  his  elders. 

After  this  riot  committed  upon  him,  being 
conscious  of  his  own  innocence,  and  know- 
ing he  had  never  been  disloyal,  or  acted 
any  thing  against  the  government,  that 
could  justly  Uy  him  open  to  these  barbar- 
ities, Williamwood  plcnished  his  house  of 
new,  and  continued  in  it ;  but  in  May  or 
June,  1680,  a  new  storm  falls  on  him.  Upon 
a  false  and  invidious  information  given 
against  him,  as  haviug  been  atBolViwcWXaxX 


year,  a  party  of  soldieiB  cune  to  fab  hoow, 
and,  by  order  fimn  general  Dabial,  seisi^ 
bins  aiMl  broogfat  him  prisooer  to  a  Idndof 
camp  which  was  at  Nowland^  whtn  he 
was  kept  prisoner  soma  days^  and  thaa  cu>> 
Tied  into  Gla^w  tolbooth,  and  from  thenee 
to    Edinbtti^  where  he  waa  onoe  and 
4gain  brought  before  the  council,  an^  ns 
probation  being  adduoed  of  his  huag  at 
BothweU-bridge^  he  waa  set  nfc  liberty  upoi 
bond  to  compear  before  the  council  upua 
the    first  of  ^^eptember.    Acoordin^y  at 
that  diet  he  appeared,  and  no  witncwff 
being  offered,  his  bail  was  oontinaed  till  the 
second  of  November.    At  that  time  he  weat 
in  again  to  Edinburgh,  and  no  proof  being 
adduced,  upon  paying  a  little  money  f«r 
fees,  &c.  he  got  up  his  bond  from  the  olcrkii^ 
and  came  home  and  lived  pcaoeahly  at  his 
house,  paying  all  taxes  and  impositions  now 
a-going,  when  required.     Thia^s  want  on    . 
pretty  amoothly  with  hiai^  till  Noremher 
next  year,  when  Thoaua  Kaimoway,  of 
whom  above,  came  with  a  general  com-    , 
mission  in  writ  from  one  Cannichael  at 
£dinhuigh,  as  donatar  to  all  the  nbeW 
escheats    in    the   shire  of  Renfrew,  and 
brought  a  party  of  soldiers  with  him  to  tbe 
house  of  Williamwood.     It  was  in  vain  to 
tell  them  he  was  no  rebel,  that  he  had  be«A 
liberate  by  the  council  last  year,  and  hrei    . 
peaceably  since.    They  had  him,  as  they 
said,  in  their  commission,  and  unless  he  liad 
been  master  of  a  force  equal  to  theirs,  there 
was  no  repelling  this  violence,  or  remedy 
for  him.    He  had  sought  redress  before, 
but  all  doors  were  shut  to  presbyterians,60 
the  whole  of  his  moveables  were  seized, 
and  soldiers  left  to 'stay  in  the  house,  until 
they  were  carried  off  by  countrymen,  whom 
they  ordinarily  forced  to  such  pieces  uf 
service.    However,  finding  Kcnnoway  fi'u 
as  much  for  money  as  moveables,  William* 
wood  compounded  with  him,  and  gave  him 
a  very  considerable  sum,  and  so  was  de- 
livered from  the  soldiers.     When  thus  by 
long  experience  he  found  there   was  no 
safety  or  protection  to  he  had  from  the 
malice  of  Mr  Finnick  the  incumbent,  not- 
withstanding,  in  obedience  to  the  lau-s,  he 
went  to  church  and  heard  him,  this  gen- 
tleman thought  good  to  set  bis  land  te 
\ft\A.\SL\&)VDA.\\H^\ivmii^%a^tlirately  as  ht 
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old  with  his  haSky  When  orderingp  his 
hin  that,  Mr  Eseklel  Moatgmnery, 
OTiflMepiite  of  Renfrew,  who  had  hMTMMd 
m  ibrmeriy  for  irrefuhur  marriage  and 
f  tiaaM,  bearing  of  this,  and  fearing*  he 
oold  tfans  get  out  of  his  reach,  appKed  to 
■^  and  songtit  from  him,  under  pretext  of 
loJoi,  (but  he  knew  well  it  was  never  to 
I  paid  again,)  the  snra  of  two  thousand  two 
mdfvd  merics,  whieh  the  iheriff  alleged 
e  goremment  owed  him,  and  he  eonld 
iteommand  it  at  present,  when  he  had 
iportant  badness  to  do  with  it,  and  plainlj 
Id  him,  if  he  gate  it  him  not  he  would  ii^ 
rtti  against  him,  and  prove  as  much  as 
oald  ooet  him  twice  that  sum  he  now 
ogfaft  These  were  the  methods  of  the 
ider-agents  of  the  government  at  this 
no,  and  some  greater  men  than  sheriff- 
(putes  were  not  altogether  free  of  them, 
rilliamwood  being  fully  consdoas  of 
•  innocenoe  peremptorily  refused  the 
■oposal,  yet  considering  he  had  a  cunning 
id  dangerous  enemy  to  deal  with,  and 
ivittg  some  relations  in  Ireland,  he  began 
»  resolve  upon  transporting  himself  and 
ii  fiunily  thither,  that  for  some  time  he 
ight  be  out  of  harm's  way.  Accordingly, 
B  went  over  to  Ireland  to  his  brother-in- 
m,  Mr  Andrew  Kowan,  an  episcopal 
linister  there,  and  stayed  some  months, 
lat  he  might  settle  matters  in  order  to 
16  bringing  over  his  fiimily.  While 
i  Ireland,  an  indictment  is  left  at  his 
inise,  ofthe  date  the  day  of 

>  compear  before  the  lords  of  justiciary. 
either  he  nor  his  wife  living  in  the  house, 
it  a  tenant,  the  paper  was  neglected,  and 
M  heard  of  till  too  late.  Meanwhile,  Mr 
kMatgomery  the  sheriff-depute  is  as  good 
I  his  promise,  and  dealt  with  several  per- 
vm  who  were  in  the  Porteous  roll  for 
nog  at  Bothwell,  to  depone  they  saw 
if  iUianwood  there,  promising  to  get  them 
Milled,  and  their  names  put  out  of  the 
dL  Many  refused,  and  would  not  peijure 
lemselves  to  get  free.  At  length  he  fell 
pon  one  Hart,  as  we  have  seen,  who  was 
1  the  roU^  but  a  profane  vagabond,  who 
lick  at  nothing,  and  another  like  hsm,  to 
'hon^  it  is  said,  he  gave  money,  and,  by 
is  interest  in  managing  the  roll,  got  Harfs 
sme  scored  out,  and  they  deponed  they 


saw  WOliamwood  with  the  rebels 
when  in  aims,  either  at  Olaegow,  ^^^^ 
Rutheiglett,  or  somewhere.  Whereupon  the 
justiciary  paased  the  sentence  of  death  and 
forfeiture  upon  him,  in  absenoe,befbre  he  ever 
so  much  as  knew  there  wasdittay  against  him, 
being  in  Irehmd ;  and  his  estate  was  given 
to  proTost  Johnston  in  Glasgow,  and  his 
wife  and  six  small  children  put  to  shift  for 
their  sustenance  and  bread,  till  the  happy 
revolution.    And  to  put  all  the  sufferings 
of  this  good  man  together,  his  wife,  January, 
1684,  was  harassed  and  persecuted  with 
many  others,  because  she  did  not  appear 
before  the  courts  then  holden,  and  swear 
the  oath  of  abjuration;  and,  becanae  she 
had  not  delivered  her  husband's  papers  to 
the  said  donatar  Johnston,  for  much  of  that 
year  she  was  obliged  to  hide  and  flee  from 
one  place  to  another  for  safety,  till  through 
toil  and  grief  she  died  in  November,  and 
exchanged  a  present  miserable  lot  for  a 
comfortable  eteniity.    Her  six  small  chil* 
dren  were  in  a  very  destitute  case,  their 
fether  being  forth  of  the  kingdom,  and 
under  sentence  of  death,  and  they  continued 
under   difficulties  in  abundance,  till  the 
general   deliverance    at    the    revolution. 
Nevertheless,  since  thai'  time  the  estate  of 
WiUiamwood    is  in    better  circumstances 
than    ever   it   was,  and  the  persecutors, 
Finnick  and  Montgomery,  are  extinct,  and 
their  families^  for  any  thing  1  know.    Many 
kind  retributions  of  providence  to  honest 
sufferers  at  this  time,  might  be  remarked. 
This  instance  I  have  given  at  the  greater 
length,  because  I  have  it  fully  documented, 
audit  tends  not  a  little  to  open  up  tlie 
spirit  and  wickedness  of  these  times. 

Many  other  gentlemen  received  indict- 
ments before  this  court  at  Glasgow,  and 
were  delayed  to  the  ordinary  meeting  of 
the  justiciary  at  Edinburgh,  as  we  have 
already  noticed,  and  there  either  deserted 
or  continued  as  they  could  make  interest 
I  shall  only  take  notice  of  the  sufferings  of 
that  religious  and  worthy  gentleman,  the 
laird  of  Bradisholm,  in  the  shirs  of  Lanark, 
from  original  papen  he  was  pleased  to  send 
me,  of  whom  I  would  say  mora  if  his 
modesty  dKd  not  forbid  me. 

James  Muirhead  of  Bradisholm,  had  been 
still  a  oounlenaiMsec  qC  ^t«i\)r|VKc>w&L  ^uks^ 
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steii ;  and  bdbre  the  riung'  at  Botli- 
*  well,  hj  sereral  nimmoni  and  other 
papers  before  me,  I  find  he  wu  broogfht  to 
much  tronble  before  the  ftnyy  council  and 
other  courts,  and  paid  considerable  sums  of 
moneyfor  hearing  the  gfospel  preached  by  pre§- 
byterian  ministers.  He  was  farther  charj^ 
and  finod  for  harbouring  presbyterian  minis- 
ters in  his  house,  and  because  they  prayed  in 
his  family  when  they  came  to  visit  him,  he 
was  made  guilty  of  a  house-conventicle,  and 
underweut  several  arbitraiy  fines.  In  the 
year  1679,  at  the  rising  at  Both  well,  his 
bouse  being  within  two  miles  of  the  place 
<>f  engagement,  he  carried  with  all  the 
Caution  he  was  capable  of,  and  retired  from 
his  own  dn-elling  for  several  weeks  ;  yet 
he  was  indicted  befbre  the  circuit  1681,  as 
being  in  the  rebellion,  though  without  the 
least  shadow  of  truth.  His  indictment  is 
in  my  hands,  and  runs  in  the  common  form 
above  insert  After  the  examination  of  a 
{prodigious  nmmber  of  witnesses,  and  nothing 
being  proven,  and  when  he  had  given  in  a 
representation  against  some  of  his  pursuers 
for  suborning  of  witnesses,  and  offered  to 
prove  it,  the  matter  vna  hushed  up,  and  by 
an  order  of  i^urt  just  now  before  me,  all 
farther  proserution  of  him  was  discharged. 
When  he  was,  as  he  thought,  secure,  he  is 
again  put  into  the  Porteous  roll,  and  before 
this  circuit  at  Glasgow  receives  a  new 
indictment,  which  being  but  short,  I  insert 
from  the  original.  '*  James  Muirhoad  of 
Bradisholm  younger,  you  are  indicted  for 
the 

in  joining 

being  in  their  company  with  arms  at  the 
Slmwhead-muir,  Hamilton,  Ilamilton-muir, 
and  several  other  places,  aidiug  and  as- 
sisting them,  giving  and  sending  out  meat 
to  them,  or  otherwise  8uppl3ang  them, 
sending  out  horses  and  servants  to  them, 
countenauiang  and  favouring  of  rebels,  acoes- 
aory  to  the  late  rebellion,  harbouring  and 
resetting  of  them  iu  your  house,  upon  the 
ground  of  your  land  as  tenants,  receiving 
mail  and  duty  from  tiiem,  conversing  and 
iutercommuning  with  thorn,  particulariy 
you  reset  and  kept  Itebert  Turner  in  Good- 
ochiU  upon  yoiu*  laiidi^,  as  your  tenant,  and 
receive  mail  and  duty  from  \\Vm;  (or  «\\ 


To  say  luything  of  this  lufohnal  and  general 
libel,  when  he  appeared  with  oth^r  gtede- 
men  he  was  continued  tiU  the  fiJSth  <tf  July 
at  Edinburgh,  where  I  find  by  a  tigiied  ex- 
tract of  the  act  of  adjoumal  he  traa  libenile 
firom  prison.  The  act  itMlf,  oonlaiiiii^  ha 
petition,  and  a  short  faint  of  his  itraiiga 
usage,  deserves  a  room  here. 


Jpmd  Edmbwrgh,  2^  die  mtemBts  Jmhi,  emu 
Ugitime  d^firmaia. 

The  whilk  day  anent  a  petition  presented  to 
the  lords  by  James  Muirhead  of  Bndi»- 
holm  younger,  shewing,  that  he  being  fbr- 
meriy  (1681)  convened  before  the  vSA 
lords  for  his  alleged  being  in  the  late  rebels 
lion  at  Bothwell,  and  exact  trial  made,  and 
seven  hundred  witneseea  or  thereby  beiB* 
examined  agaiust  him,  nothing  of  gnilt  codd 
be  made  appear,  and  the  petitioner  haviog 
then  pressed  to  go  to  trial,  and  having  an 
act  of  council  for  that  efieeC,  the  lords  at 
that  time  deserted  the  diet  aimpliciter,  and 
dischaiged  all  new  letters  and  dirtayv,  et- 
eept  by  a  warrant  in prmsetUiaT  and  yei, 
without  any  such  warrant,  he  was  put  la 
the  Porteous  roll,  appeared  at  Glasgow 
ui^d  a  trial,  and  was  continued  to  Edin- 
bui^h,  where  he  offered  of  new  to  alnde  s 
trial,  but  was  committed  to  prison.  Ther^ 
fore  craving,  that  seeing  the  petitiooet 
hath  been  so  oft  troubled,  and  always  ap 
pearcd,  and  is  now  ready  to  pass  the  knoii^' 
ledge  of  an  assize,  for  clearing  his  innocence, 
and  is  ready  presently  to  exculpate  himsefr 


\  crime  of  high  treason  and  rebellion,  -  by  famous  witnesses,  that  he  be  oriained 
joining  with  the  rebels  June  1679,  and    to  be  set  at  liberty,  and  the  diet  deserted 

«»»p6'cirer.  The  lord  justice  clerk  and  cowr 


missioners  of  the  justiciary,  having  ooasid- 
ered  the  said  petition,  do  ordain  the  peti* 
tioner  to  be  set  at  liberty.  Extracted  forth 
of  the  books  uf  adjournal,  by  me  Mr  Hiooisf 
Gordon,  clerk  to  the  justice  conrL 

Thomas  GoaDoit 

At  this  time  there  was  no  security  for 
any  body  who  had  ever  favoured  pre»bT- 
terians,  and  so,  notwithstanding  of  this  »e> 
cond  absolviture  by  the  criminal  court, 
next  year  at  the  circuit  he  is  again 
put  into  the  Porteous  rolls  for  the  same 
\iT«\«Y^^ii^   v^cftsaiavi   to     Bothwell;    and 


invT,  _.. 
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kho  test*  he  is  remittal  to  Edinburyli,  when 
be  18  libelled  before  tbe  council  for  reset, 
eonvepte^  keeping  conventicles,  and  other 
points^  and  his  oath  is  taken  upon  the  ar- 
fcicles  of  the  libeL  And  bocause*  in  his  de- 
positionj  lie  acknowlcdi^es  his  having^  had 
Ebur  times  prcsbyterian  ministers  in  his 
bouse  since  tlie  indemnit/,  and  that  they 
ireut  about  family-worship,  with  not  aboye 
■s  present  more  than  his  fiunily,  he  is 
found  guilty  of  keepiiig  house-oonventicles, 
ind  Hued,  according  to  a  wrong  account 
pven  ill  of  liis  valuation,  as  an  heritor,  in 
four  thousand  merks,  and  was  kept  in 
prison  about  fourteen  months  at  Edin- 
burgh. All  this  I  have  given  the  more 
iistinctly,  because  every  part  of  it  is 
vouched  by  principal  papers  before  me. 
And  this  was  the  case  of  a  great  many 
otlicr  worthy  gentlemen  next  year  and 
fchiiS  as  m-e  may  hear. 

Vast  munben  of  people  and  witnesses 
nrero  cited  to  this  and  tlie  circuit  at  Ayr. 
We  may  guess  at  their  numbers  by 
the  accounts  I  have  given  of  the  Porteoos 
rons.  It  is  withiu  bounds  when  I  term 
tjhem  some  thousands,  and  they  were  put 
to  no  small  diarges  when  waiting  on,  besides 
nrbat  they  had  to  give  to  clerks  and  servants 
ibout  the  court  I  have  before  me  an  ac- 
count of  the  following  persons  from  the 
parish  of  Evandale;  John  Ayton,  Thomas 
Lfiip<r»  James  Martinholm,  Alexander 
Small,  John  Steel  in  Brakenridgs,  John 
Hack  in  Caldeigreen,  with  several  others 
who  attended  this  circuit,  and  at  a  modest 
aomputation  each  of  them  were  at  two 
Bundred  marks  and  more  in  charges  before 
iiey  got  home,  and  yet  nothing  could  be 
jiroven  against  them,  and  their  diet  was  de- 
lerted.  Meanwhile,  next  year,  when  the 
Jrcutts  came  about,  the  very  same  persons 
in  many  parishes,  notwithstanding  of  the 
diets  being  deserted,  were  again  cited,  and 
jroiight  to  the  same  trouble  over  again. 

Another  thing  which  fell  most  heavy 
ipon  honest  people,  at  those  circuits  at 
Jlasgow,  and  other  places,  was  in  drawing 
jp  the  lists  for  assiscrs.  The  clerks  took 
zwce  to  insert  a  great  many  worthy  honest 
ncn,  who  could  not  be  otherwise  reached 
unong  the  forty  ^ve  assiseri,  who  they 
Arell  knew  n'ouJd  suffer  before  tliey  would 
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mi  upon  the  assise  of  the  persons  who 
were  to  be  paonelled.  And  greater  ^^^' 
sums  were  extorted  this  way  from  some  of  the 
most  considerable  merchants  iu  Glasgow, 
than  one  would  think  o£  I  know  that  ex- 
cellent Christian  John  Luke  of  Cfaiythom, 
paid  at  different  times  near  fifty  pounds 
sterling  to  get  himself  excused  from  this 
vexatious  work.  This  was  the  case  of  these 
good  men,  Andrew  Gibson,  George  Bogle, 
and  several  others. 

But  it  is  time  to  follow  this  circuit  to 
Ayr,  where  I  find  by  several  accounts,  the 
curates  in  that  shire  had  been  very  active 
to  get  matter  prepared  for  the  lords  before 
they  came,  and  one  Mr  Abercrombie  in 
Cairick,  signalized  himself  for  his  diligence 
in  delations  and  informations,  as  Mr  Joseph 
Clelland  in  Dalserf  had  distiaguishod  him- 
self this  way  in  Lanarkshire. 

The  following  account  of  the  trouble  the 
country  was  put  to  about  Ayr,  by  that 
knowii^  countryman  formerly  mentioned, 
Quintin  Dick  in  Dalmelington,  deserves  a 
room  here,  as  plain  matter  of  fact  *  Vast 
numbcra  of  persons  (says  he)  were  cited  out 
of  every  parish  in  the  shire,  to  give  informa- 
tion of  any  they  knew  had  been  at  Both  well, 
or  Ayrsmoss,  or  any  other  rising,  or  such 
who  had  reset  and  conversed  with  them. 
And  great  numbers  were  given  up.  The  per- 
sons debited,  whether  of  the  risings  or  con- 
verse, though  themselves  had  never  been  in 
arms,  were  charged  before  the  circuit  to  purge 
themselves  from  suspicion  by  taking  the 
test  All  who  compeared  and  took  it  not, 
were  imprisoned,  and  such  who  did  not  ap- 
pear by  sound  of  trumpet  and  tuck  of  drum 
were  denounced  at  the  cross  of  Ayr.  Most 
part  of  such  who  were  imprisoned,  gave 
bond  and  caution  to  appear  at  Edinburgh 
against  such  a  day,  and  enter  themselves. 
When  they  came  there  they  were  either 
imprisoned,  or  gave  a  new  bond  to  appear 
at  another  day,  and  severals  had  a  third 
bond  to  give  before  the  expiretion  of  the 
second,  and  before  the  expiration  of  that 
they  were  allowed  to  prove  themselves  aiibi 
at  the  time  of  the  rising,  and  to  puige 
themselves  from  reset  and  converse,  by 
taking  the  test.  And  such  who  did  not  so, 
were  either  imprisoned,  or  denounced  rebek 
at  the  YveaA  \jw^  «li  ^^  "^vt^^^A^^x 
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luiiDCM  printed  io  a  furtive  roll,  that '  rebellion.    The  lords  condnue  pronouncing 

1683.  ^  ^1^^   ooQverMd  with  them,  or    sentence  against  the   two  confessors,  till 

harboured  them,  might  be  as  fpiilty  as  they.'*    the  2d  of  August,  and   commit  them  to 

This  is  a  ?ery  distinct  account  of  the  Claverhouse,  and  require  him  to  present 
general  method  taken  at  each  of  the  cir-  them  that  day.  They  sentence  the  rest  to  be 
cttits,  and  it  falls  in  much  with  the  way  !  executed  and  demeaned  as  traitors  whens|K> 
taken  immediately  after  Both  well,  where  prehended,  as  in  common  form.  Augnit 
reflections  were  made  upou  it  There  is  |  2(1,  the  lords,  considering  the  verdict  of  the 
only  one  process  at  Ayr  recorded  in  the  re-  :  assize  on  Robert  Lockhart  of  Bankhead.sni 
gistcrs,  and  I  come  now  to  insert  it  !  Andrew  Brown,  at  Ayr  circuit,  June  ?2d, 

June  22d,  the  following  persons  were  in-  '■  sentence  them  to  be  beheaded  at  the  cross 
dieted,  as  above,  of  being  in  arms  with  the  .  of  Edinburgh,  August  9,  but  I  suppose  re- 
rebeU  at  Bothwell ;  Mr  Matthew  Campbell .  missions  were  got  down  before  that  thne. 


of  Watershaugh,  Robert  Lockhart  of  Bank- 
head,  James  Brown  son  to  James  Brown 
portioner  in  Newmills,  John  Patcrsou  in 
.Dandillan,  Adam  Reld  portioner  in  Mauch- 
lin,  John  Wilson  portioner  in  Lindsayhill, 
John  Crawford  of  Torshaw,  Andrew  Brown 
of  Duncanzcamer,  Mr  John  Halbert,  Co- 
lonel John  Bums,  and  James  Macneilly  of 
Auchnaim.  All  of  them  were  absent,  but 
Bankhead  and  Andrew  Brown.  Witnesses 
are  led  against  the  absent  One  depones, 
he  saw  Mr  Matthew  Campbell  in  Glasgow, 
when  the  rebels  were  there,  with  his 
sword  about  him;  another  depones,  he 
heard  him  demand  corn  in  June,  1079,  for 
Kaitloch*s  troop^  and  that  ho  saw  him  at 
Stratbaven,  on  the  Friday  before  the  defeat, 
with  two  ministers,  Mr  Samuel  Arnot  and 
Mr  Robert  (it  should  probably  be  Hugh) 
Archibald.  Another  saw  him  in  company 
with  two  persons,  who  wore  going 
that  day  toward  Hamilton.  Three  wit- 
nesses depone,  they  saw  Mr  John  Halbert 
riding  with  above  twenty  of  the  rebels; 
and  one  of  them,  that  ho  saw  him  take  out 
a  roll  from  his  pocket,  and  coll  over  their 
names,  some  days  before  Bothwell;  and 
three  or  four  swear,  that  they  saw  Colonel 
Burns  and  James  Macneilly  riding  with  the 
rebels  in  several  places,  with  walking  small 
swords  about  them.  I  do  not  observe  pro- 
bation against  the  rest  that  amounts  to  any 
thing. 

Robert  Lockhart  of  Bankhead  coufesseth 
he  was  in  the  rebellion,  begs  mercy,  and 
offers  to  take  the  test,  and  petitions  the 
lords  may  recommend  him  to  the  king  for 
a  remission.  Andrew  Brown  confcsscth 
the  same,  and  offers  to  renounce  \m  \\er\Vsk^«. 


I  have  some  other  informations  come  to  fny 
hand,  with  relation  to  this  circuit  at  Ayr. 
John  Cochran  of  Waterside,  whom  we  shall 
afterward  meet  with,  and  bein;^  yet  alive  I 
forbear  his  character,  was  informed  agamst, 
as  having  been  with  a  party  of  countrymen 
which  came  from  Galloway  to  Bothwell 
He  was  indeed  accidentally  at  the  town  of 
Cumnock  upon  business,  when  they  came 
by,  in  their  road  to  Hamilton  ;  and  some  of 
his  acquaintances  in  Galloway  hearing  he  wd} 
there,  did  call  for  Waterside,  who  came  out 
of  a  house,  and  spoke  to  them  upon  the 
highway,  but  had  no  arms,  not  so  much  is 
a  walking  sword  at  that  time. 

Waterside  finding  he  was  informed  against, 
and  beinf;  unwilliui;  to  come  in  their 
clutches,  thought  it  safest  to  withdraw,  and 
leave  the  kingdom :  being  conscious  of  hii 
innoccncy,  he  hoped  in  a  little  the  stonu 
would  blow  over ;  but  in  absence  the  wit- 
nesses were  examined  against  him ;  none 
of  them  could  swear  that  Waterside  had 
arms.  At  length,  with  some  difliinilry, 
they  prevailed  upon  two,  whom  many  took 
to  be  suborned,  to  depone  in  tennint'g,  ihat 
they  saw  him  converse  with  the  rebels, 
when  coming  from  Galloway  to  Hamilton. 
Upon  which,  and  his  absence,  the  gentle- 
man was  forfeited.  We  shall  meet  with 
him  and  his  father  two  years  after  this. 
W^hatcver  be  in  the  subornation  of  wit- 
nesses, which  nobody  ought  to  believe 
without  good  evidence,  good  informatiom 
boar,  that  both  of  them  fell  shortly  info  i 
lingering  distemper,  and  their  bodies  wasted 
away,  and  in  less  than  a  year*s  time,  both 
of  them  were  in  eternity,  to  answer  for 
^'h»t  they  had  done,  good  or  evil. 


The  assize  brings  uD  in  guilty  of  Vrea*OuauA\      \\iQ>^i«  va&\»sv^  qI  %^^«rv\?i  •»!  ibis  cir- 


CHAP.  VII.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLAND. 


491 


coity  was  as  to  a  yoim^  gentleiiiaii  in 
Auchinleck  parish,  "William  BoawelL  He 
was  scarce  sixteen  years  of  age  at  the  time 
UbeUed,  and  was  riding  about  some  business, 
when  he  happened  to  fall  in  with  a  com- 
pany of  men,  who  were  drawing  up  in  or- 
der .  to  march  towards  BothwdL  The 
youth,  out  of  curiosity,  stopped  his  horse, 
that  he  might  see  them  draw  up  and  march 
away.  For  this  he  was  charged  before  this 
orcuit,  as  being  in  company  with  the  rebels, 
though  he  had  no  arms ;  and,  for  any  thing 
I  can  learn,  spoke  not  to  any  of  them,  but 
only,  at  some  distance,  looked  on,  when 
they  were  forming  themselves  in  ranks, 
smd  marching  eastward.  All  this  he  con- 
fessed, and  further  could  not  be  proven; 
yet  he  was  obliged  to  take  the  test,  and  pay 
1000  pounds  Scots  to  preserve  his  lands 
•from  forfeiture. 

It  was  at  this  same  circuity  as  a  signed 
■pi^[Mur  before  me  bears,  that  William  Tor* 
bran,  late  provost  of  Stranraer,  was  cited, 
and  afterwards  forfeited.  This  good  man 
was  lately  alive,  and  endured  no  small 
hardships,  which  I  shall  give  an  abstract  of, 
from  a  paper  before  me  fully  attested.  In 
JMarch  1679,  for  mere  nonconformity,  he  was 
fprced  by  a  party  of  soldiers  to  leave  his 
fiunily,  and  retire  to  Ireland.  Meanwhile, 
bis  house  was  filled  with  soldiers  for  some 
day9,  and  they  went  not  off  without  a  con- 
yiderable  sum  of  money.  In  November  the 
same  year,  he  was  again  forced  to  retire  for 
three  months.  lie  was  no  sooner  returned, 
hot  Claverhouse  sent  a  party  of  seventeen 
dragoons  to  quarter  upon  him;  and  it  cost 
him  85  rix-doUars  before  he  was  rid  of 
them,  besides  the  hurt  they  did  to  his 
bouse  and  shop ;  and  all  this  without  any 
sentence  against  him,  or  crime  laid  to  his 
charge  save  his  noncompliance  with  prelacy. 
A  citation  was  left  at  his  house  May  this 
year,  to  compear  before  the  circuit  at  Ayr, 
though  one  of  the  bailies,  and  another  per- 
son of  credit  in  the  town,  deponed  they  saw 
him  some  time  before  go  off  for  Ireland. 
When  this  was  represented,  all  his  lawyers 
could  prevail  to  get  done,  was  to  liave  sixty 
days  allowed  to  cite  him  as  one  off  the 
kingdom.  When  these  were  out,  he  was  foi^ 
fcited,  and  the  sentence  of  death  past  on  hira, 
Mud  tiiMt  upon  no  crime  proven  ngainst  bim, 
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\  hot  his  absence  and  noneompeannce ; 
and  the  lords*  sentence  was  intimated 
at  his  dwelling  house  in  Stranraer.  He 
notices,  he  was  at  20  doUan  in  charges  at  the 
circuit  at  Ayr,  in  order  to  have  this  piece 
of  material  justice  done  him,  and  at  great 
expenses  in  transporting  his  goods  and 
fiunily  to  Ireland,  bef<Nre  the  expiration  of 
the  sixty  days.  During  four  years,  as  ho 
himself  expresses  it,  he  was  obUged  to  live 
in  a  strange  land,  upon  what  the  locusts 
had  left;  and  when  he  returned,  in  the 
year  1G87,  he  found  his  loss  fiu*  greater 
than  he  imagined;  for  his  debtors  would 
pay  him  nothing  of  what  was  owing  him, 
whether  having  taken  occasion  to  transact 
his  bonds  with  those  who  had  the  gift  of 
his  forfeiture,  or  for  what  reason,  is  not  said. 
One  gentleman  was  owing  him  3000  merks, 
another  60  pounds  sterting,  two  others 
1000  merks  each ;  of  all  which  he  never 
got  a  farthing.  And  for  some  time  after 
his  return,  his  trade  and  business  was 
quite  stopped,  it  was  but  few  would  venture 
to  converse  or  deal  with  him,  till  he  got 
his  forfeiture  reversed,  which  cost  him  a 
great  sum ;  yet  at  the  doee  (it  this  narra- 
tive, and  upon  refle<^on  on  all  the  trieat- 
ment  he  had  met  with,  this  excellent  man 
magnifies  and  humbly  blesses  the  Lord, 
who  ever  honoured  him  so  fkr,  as  to  call 
him  to  give  this  small  testimony  of  his 
love  and  loyalty  to  him  and  his  cause. 

The  next  place  where  the  circuit  was 
held  was  at  Dumfries,  of  whii^  nothing  is 
in  the  registers.  From  other  informations 
before  me,  I  shall  only  notice,  that  great 
numbers  having  come  to  Bothwell,  from 
the  bounds  of  that  district,  as  well  as  of 
the  others  formerly  spoken  of,  and,  as  we 
heard,  their  names  had  been  taken  up  1679, 
or  1G80,  yet  no  molestation  foUon^ed  to  the 
most  part,  and  they'  lived  peaceably, 
haunting  fairs,  markets,  burials,  and  all 
public  meetings,  and  no  body  refrained 
converse  with  them.  At  this  time,  reset 
and  converse  being  made'  criminal,  the 
whole  heritors,  gentlemen,  and  substantial 
tenants,  every  body  who  had  any  thing, 
and  were  not  directly  engaged  in  the  per- 
secuting courses,  were  attacked,  and  pro- 
bation WAS  not  difficult  to  find  as  to  coiivi^rse 
and  reset.     X\x^  \vk  >\Cv3i  ^vsNfv^X^^'w^  ^"%.'«  > 
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i,tpiMjlft  »■■«■>.  iwi*i»  if  Atr^M* 


%l  «tM(«,  wtiiiiillil  to  BA*atgk 


fnUty 


•Ubar  iMtMdiat  th«  Inn  of  Sod  Mid 
aitoN,  sr  li»opM  to  Ike  annritiM  al  tlik 
tuMk  1«  «ll  tb«  pmmtm&im  ia  popU 
«>— fcii^  i  d*  Mt  w—mbar  i 
tiMl  CDiB«»  Am  l«mk ;  ami 


to  diMoln  tli«M  MUMt  Mttnl  tia*. 

I  haw  no  pvtlcnhr  MMOonli  of  tiM 
OMuiU  at  BdUnuf  h  ud  Jadbmffc,  mt« 
wbatl  a>Mt  witli  ia  m  Utter  thk  yatt,  to 
tha  bird  of  :Ca«ai%  thaa  at  hia  mfafa 


affiHi^  Mr  Okditaaa^  a  part  of  w)w^ 
ooatnoing  aoHB  Ikinga  relatJTa  to  tbe 
nfiennp  «f  a  gnat  naaj  ^imeUtmt  Kaotla- 
wuo,  at  «id  atar  tha  oiWt^  daaamt  a 
n>MK  htn.  Ha  toUa,  ba  waa  atofipad  in. 
ao»»  thiap  ked«aign«d  to  do^  **  bj  a  d  tatiaa 
to  MMpaar  b^ora  tha  arctst  in  Jolf  at 
J«ibnixk,  for  allagad  naatatid«aaf«iw  with 
rebaU  apoa  yomr  iraand.  Pnm  J«db«irgfa 
SirWiUaJB  Sovtcldarwu  wltfaayartrof 
J^ona;  &7aii.«l«iarlhimt)iaoMB<A,«rAc4 
&  jnatMMT  to  tlie  GHtk  of  BdinbaiKb -.  anA ' 


ril  other  pannela  who  reriised  tlie  tni,  «n« 
bonud  orer  to  E^inliurgb,  upon  lliur 
finding  caution  to  compear  then:  the  ii  u1 
An^mt.  At  the  da^  of  roii4>earaa<x, 
St«*i!iuon,  Onnigton,  M«iil<Lt1«y,  Ptdiock 
Muu-ell,  Urvenock,  and  Blackcastle,  'trn 
wnl  pnsonere  to  the  coiitlet  Sir  Ji>Kn 
Riddel,  with  mother  gentlemao,  Ui  tli« 
tolbootb  of  Haddinjto'ii  *tid  BoDJedliurvJi, 
Well,  WUIiam  Ket  nude  to  Greenlifai 
Uideon  Srot  and  tnfseU  to  thai  of  EJIo- 
buTffh,  where,  with  about  sixty  Mhcr 
^Dtlemeu,  we  remained  sbout  ten  di^ 
IjU  the  prison,  io  Nuch  a  season,  with  niA 
thnt^  baoMw  daflgwooa  &r  o«r  beaUL 


We  aU  Madi 


•ersM 


ajflinaliona  to  tb* 


lot*  li.jmliaarr,  ta  Umi^  J*«i 


oar  liberty  i  tiut  c 
returned  with  the  k 
coofiued  to  the  town  of  Edinliui^h,  till 
their  next  day  of  conpearuioe,  which  ii 
the  Kccond  Monday  of  NoTemher.  iX 
which  aombcr  is  Sir  William  Scot,  Kiddd, 
Sir  Daniel  Carmlchaol,  Sir  John  Sba», 
Pollock  Maxwell,  Dunlop  of  ilousehill, 
Mr  John  Veitch,  Bonjedbaiyh,  and  njsc^ 
with  abotit  half  a  doion  of  other  geatlenieB. 
The  rest,  for  the  moat  part,  were  allowed 
the  liberty  of  the  oonntry,  till  the  s«coud 
Monday  of  December.  We  caonut  yet  toll 
how  thia  bnnoaai  wiDand;  batalibaritan 
intiotad  far  the  Uke  crimes  of  re^t  and 
eoamM^  and  against  whom  the  diet  ww 
dtaBrted,  upon  their  taking  the  lot  at  the 

ja^Hoo-ibn,  were  last  week  (the  letter  ta 
dat«d  Ootober  2d)  by  proclamation  indem- 
Bibd  only  aa  to  their  life,  and  the  couodl 
ia  ordend  notwithstanding  to  proceed 
■gainat  theat,  and  impose  sui^  arbitrsiy 
poniahiant  ma  they  siTslI  see  fit.  according  . 
to  As  qwoiaUtieii  of  their  aereral  guilt." 

Una  if  an  tba  acoonat  oQbra  to  nw  »  t|> , 
tlM  oirecutB  liiia  jtgx.  T&a  ]atafa|^k|. 
oonaeqiiBiMB  of  fbaae  oouita  oaniult  ji^, 
iHinted.  Hnltitodto  ^  hxuSSm  ,wt^'Z 
aoattered,  psrenta  and  cliildnn,  Iinab*;^|j 
Mid  wiA,  tot  one  against  anotiiar.  Iw-,  ^ 
titodoi  were  obliged  to  remoya  (iff  tiw'^ 
kit^dcm,  aa  we  hare  a«en  in  aMne.  iiiai^i^ 

VoBii&na&j.   Aa  «VEfA,  «fc  aiiid  after  taeaa 
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carried  from  prUop  topriaoOyUidt  gOMnHy 
•peaking,  the  prisoaa  were  emptied  into 
Kdinbin^itu  Thepenecotion  waiiiamq^ 
cial  manlier^  nolent  in  Mithtdale,  where 
meanwhile,  the  papisti  were  not  only  over- 
looked.but  enooiiniged;  and»  as  hath  heeii 
mat^ffiaHy  hinted,  the  kizd  of  Stonehouee^ 
tliouf  h  a  papist,  in  reality  acted  as  sheriff 
of  Nithsdals^  and  was  at  the  bottom  of  mnoh 
of  the  persecution  there  thoug[h  he  n-as  so 
honest  to  his  principles  as  not  to  take  the 
test  This  may  suffice  as  to  the  circuits 
this  year;  we  shall  meet  with  more  of 
this  nature  the  following  years. 

SECT.   V, 

Of  wme  other  branches  of  persecution^  the 
piotf  and  other  incidental  things,  this  year 
1663. 

Havino  thus  gone  through  the  more 
public  branches  of  persecution,  by  the 
council.  Justiciary,  and  circuits,  1  come  to 
«nd  my  accounts  of  this  year,  by  some  other 
|Meces  of  the  hardidups  of  presbyterians, 
by  fines  and  otherwise,  most  of  them  oon- 
eeqnential  upon  the  proclamation  about 
the  drcuits,  and  from  the  courts  held  by 
the  persons  nominate  in  it,  under  notion  of 
allowing  the  benefit  of  the  test;  and  1  shall 
annex  a  brief  hint  at  some  other  things 
which  fell  in  this  year,  not  so  well  redu- 
cible to  the  former  sections. 

By  the  proclamation  for  circuits  above 
narrated,  power  is  given  to  the  persons 
named,  cheers  of  the  army,  broken  gen- 
tlemen and  others,  to  ofier  the  test ;  and 
for  that  end,  they  held  courts,  and  pressed 
the  test  even  beyond  the  terms  of  the  pn^ 
damation :  and  indeed  they  might  do  what 
they  would,  for  there  was  nobody  to  con- 
trol or  call  them  to  an  aoooont  for  what 
they  did.  This  year  Hallyards,  named  in 
die  proclamation,  and  a  soldier  of  my  lofd 
Airly's,  Duncan  Grant,  with  powen  from 
him,  held  courts  in  the  parish  of  Kilbride 
and  the  neighbouring  parishes  in  the  shire 
of  Lanark.  This  last  person  was  a  terror  to 
that  neighbourhood ;  all  who  were  suspect  to 
have  been  at  Bothwell,  or  to  have  conversed 
with  such,  were  at  pleasure  fined  as  the 
said  Grant  thought  good.  John  Wilson  in 
HilHet,  had  his  house  again  spoiled,  and  lot 


to  tfao  vahio  of  £073  6b.  8d.  Gnm 
wuBAofflbroome  weeks,  but  quickly  ^^^^ 
retnrntd  with  aew  powers,  as  he  sdd,  iVom 
Airly,  and  m  the  harvest  time,  quartered  his 
soldisrs,  to  the  number  oftwenty,  in  that  par- 
ish, pcrfiMtly  on  free  quarters,  sometimes 
upon  one  finally,  sometimes  upon  anocher. 
He  sailed  the  last  named  John  'Wilson's 
crop,  and  asade  his  ne^^hbours  swev, 
whether  they  were  acosesoiy  to  the  shear- 
ing or  upUMng  any  of  it  Hallyards  19ce- 
wioe  was  upon  the  same  neighbonriiood ; 
and  the  reader  will  easily  form  a  notion  of 
the  oppression  of  the  country  at  this  time, 
when  not  only  sneh  who  were  allowed  by 
the  prockunation,  under  the  cokmr  of  kind- 
ness, and  t6  give  opportunities  to  take  the 
test,  as  was  preteaded,  held  their  courts, 
finr  quite  other  purpooeSi  in  every  parish, 
hot  their  deputes  cane  and  oppressed  in 
their  name;  yea,  the  same  parish  was  htf- 
rsssed  with  different  persons  holding  oonrCs 
for  the  same  fiuiits,  and,  it  may  be,  both  of 
them  coming  more  than  oaoe  la  the  same 
year.  This  was  indeed  a  sweeping  besom 
of  oppression. 

In  harvest  this  year,  Hallyards  caase 
with  a  party  of  8oldiai%  upon  John  WaSt 
in  Kilbride,  and  many  others,  aad  deetreyed 
their  victual  in  the  moet  lamentable  manner, 
and  all  for  aonconfonaity  and  noaoompeai^ 
ance  at  circuita  and  courts.  In  a  little  time 
he  returned  and  spoiled  John  Watt*s  house ; 
his  loss  was  above  50U  aserka.  John 
Granger  a  neighbour  of  his^  fo  the  saaM 
cause,  was  fined,  and  his  house  was  rified, 
and  twelve  oows,  five  hoascs,  and  other 
goods  taken  away,  to  the  value  of  1100 
merks.  I  have  before  me  a  list  of  fines 
exacted  in  the  sasae  parish  at  this  time, 
which  comes  to  a  vast  aam.  lliis  sanM 
violent  persecutor  held  a  ooart  at  Glasgow, 
perhapa  it  mi^t  be  aome  little  time  afler. 
Thither,  such  ia  the  psriahwi  near  by,  as 
could  not  be  reached  in  the  pavaehial  courts, 
if  I  may  call  them  so,  were  cited.  Mr 
Jaaass  Creichton  curate  ia  Kilbiide,  and 
othere  of  the  okrgy  w««  dose  atSeadaats. 
A  person  present  informs  m^thatawoman 
in  Kilbride  was  nailed  before  this  court,  to 
give  her  oath  whether  she  kept  the  chareh, 
which,. it  afifiaa,  she  was  willing  to  do. 
.Mr  CradiUm  miQr««^  W  ^dsit  cnoaN.^'^nfe* 
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te  had  Ml  BMe  iMr  nrHur^  ih0  ■Wold 
Mrar  fafldn  Imt  huboui  till  dotttk  pMtML 
AA  tlM  fiUljaHb  and  iMHij 


^^^^^     ^^S-J      ^»'-»-<-  -  ^^        .  *wo^^  -~  ■» 


^  pot  il  off  with  Ajtfl^  aqpiaf, 'Cbodwtfl, 
win  yoa  iiihi  your  mteSiter  onoe  to 
iMpuitoyov/ond  ditttoiBd'  hm  wiflMt 
'«Bjr  fDBlhar  tnmUo.  Indaod  tho  oovfeiivy 
<fooplih  voir  oAd  it  «llitr  tkut,  wImii 
'aypuMinf  at  oadb  ooofl^  opoaly  Uuned 
4lio  fltniteoibr  thofaf  opyraoiioa,  and  naiqr 
t|lii«ift#tMrllMer«nliittdil  notlMdin 
Iheparith'of  Moakkni^  aisdi  latfiMd-at 
^j^la'asA  otiMr  omHI^'  vImw  tka  limton 
:tMlt«  ttot  fisdiMd  t»  bear  iMrd  on  Hio 
fUttpK  Ulat  waay  woidd  !*▼•  Owaped  tho 
'fluy^^thoaaldtenaiid  tho(OB«pli,  had  aot 
"tfaii  epinooj^  nnaiMttrv  bocsi  iadHfiiitigliMe 
'fei  their  InRwatiofcuri  y«a»  -th«f  fempdmiXy 
Mled  in  th«  Boidkn,  and  directed  tliesi 
Vhero  to  iearch. 

'  '  At  tlib  iiBie,hesidei  the  great  troable 
ttiahjr  in  iho'  -ptnh  of  Evandale  irere 
'tohmght  to  before  the  cireidt^'  the  laird  of 
■■Nethei€tf d,  Alexander  Miur  in  Plongihland, 
'itliftxander  Hamilton  in  Haila,  and  three 
drfbnr  more,- irere  imfirieoned  fi>r  alleged 
fiket  and  oonterae ;  and  though  litde  was 
]^Ten;  ihey  W«re  fined  in  £963  ISs.  4d. 
'"  tt  woidd  tM  Ukewite  reaeinbet«d,  that 
hMidei  those  incidental  courts,  hj  virtoe  of 
the  ttrodanistion  foresaid,  the  ordinary 
iiheiw  And  llnir  deputes,  eitiier  before 
fltese*  eomgnssioned  persons  came  to  par- 
t2<iikhr  piriahil^  or  itflterwards,  took  care 
ihot  to  ihnit  their  share  in  the  fines;  so 
tiiat  thU  oppression  was  so  general  and  re* 
iJMBated,  thstit  is  hnposriUe  to  give  a  fall 
.View  6t  'it;  yet  sMnewhat  of  this  heayy 
.  time  may  be  understood  from  what  is  here 
ObHected.-  ' 

Few  or  nO  'j^arishei  escaped.     In  the 
fvlwn    df   Ctiihn<k^   VraUiakt   €reicht6n 


asBit  la  thwr  boaaii  to  poyndpadMaa.  1. 
..  CoHMt  Onhwft  Md>  Ub  4»Bili«iia 
Bahmghie,  asd  tho  fooflo  oC  thal^pmli 
■ad  neighbonriag  pamhai  ware  ailadiito 
the  Idfky  and  waro  nsdaly  amqgh.dsah 
with.  Whan  tbsycMtte  haiorehtm^ilhsf 
ware  irdeosnad  with  Sir,  and  fisijiiistfj 
^  Yon  dog;  hold  npyoor  kanfl  and-awan.' 
Than  it  was  asiEad,  *  Haw  many  oMirentiv- 
les  hare  yon  been  at  sinoe  JBothwali»!iwho 
pnaohad  al  tlMan,  who  had'  tbairichiirea 
ha|i(kad»'  aad  th*  like;  aad'it  *Mrfl^ 
thoQglit^  by  thpr  rndenaia  itijl  iadiacritliw 
i>  waay  plaaas^:  Ihegr  -da^gBed  .toi.fidght 

>o  aonnewf  saraafai  If  any  thing 
totted  from  coontiy  pcopia  by  thia 
tioB,  they  were  presently  fined;  and  if  thej 
aaw  fit  to  jealoua  (suspect)  tli«s^  and^  kfed 
not  fiiU  probation,  the  test  wna  oimd  them 
and  if  they  rsfosed  il^  fthay  weraanqpact 
persons*  •-.t'  ,  i  >«  >   if. 

.  -  In  -the  parish  of  Peminghaai  'and.  the 
neighbonring  phuM^  •  maltitndeia.  were 
brought  to  great  troafala  by  thoaa  uaurtH. 
who  never  carried  anns  at  BothaneU^  Ajn- 
moss,  or  any  where  else,' and  vifom'  iiere 
suspicion  the  test  was  put  'to  tbam,  thoo^ 
none  but  heritors  were  nomedin  tiie  kttiers 
about  it.  In  those  remata  .camQas>!>the 
persons  intrasted  at  those  caaoia  Aid- a^hst 
they  pleased.  lii  that'  parish  .Wiffllim 
IfEwmont,  woaiwr  in  Myvetaii?aiaad^.irho 
had  nersr  been  in  any  risings  waa  pieskd 
to  take  the  test,  and^  i^on  nfosssig;  sent 
prisoner  to  Bdinbtogb,  and  ID  n  littisttiiDe 
bamshed,  and  died  at  sea. '  ■   ' 

Thehurd^  Lagg  is  naniMl  in  thaiprosb- 
malion  far  the  circuits^  aadho'^xamiddhii 
'power  with  the  greatcil  of  lartdesHa^-  i  He 


.  nher/iT-d^patO  htoM  n  court,  and  moifc  ^wiVVfc^  tLt»uft  at  the  old  dltehan,  and  «oroed 
.«f  the  nan  of  the  pwiali  of  Anicik»n\«k WtdSofiuai^  >ft  >j^ 
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little  thne  he  otme  agahi,  and  obliged  many 
of  the  «ame  penoos  to  take  it  0¥cr  agfain. 

Thoma*  Liddcrdale  of  St  Maiy  Isle  is 
likewise  named,  and  in  the  parish  of  Twinam 
he  carried  on  the  peneontion  most  Tiolcntly. 
There  was  an  old  infirm  man  confined  to 
bia  hotise,  and  seemingly  in  a  during  con- 
4stioa ;  Lidderdale  came  into  his  house, 
and  duuqgittg  him  with  irregnlarities,  re- 
qoirsd  him  to  purge  himself  by  taking  the 
test.  The  poor  man  refused  it,  and  a  party 
of  soldiers  presently  took  away  his  oow, 
which  was  all  he  lired  by,  and  threatened 
to  esrry  him  to  prison  in  this  dying  esse. 
Another  man  in  the  same  parish,  after 
many  threatenings,  was  prevailed  on  to 
•wear  the  test  In  a  little  time  he  was 
oited  to  another  court,  for  alleged  reset  and 
converse  with  his  own  son,  and  there  he 
was  obliged  to  swear  never  to  reset  or 
apeak  to  his  son. 

The  like  courts  were  held  at  Kiricond- 
4Mrigfat  and  Dumfries,  and  all  persons  whom 
they  were  pleaMd  to  suspect,  and  such 
whom  they  oonviot  of  ohurcb>irregnlarities, 
had  the  test  put  to  them,  and  those  who 
refused  were  stiaight  coomiitted  to  prison. 
These  same  methods,  though  not  so  com- 
monly, were  used  in  the  east  country.  I 
find  about  this  time  a  man  in  the  parish  of 
Carrington,  attacked  for  converse  with  his 
own  SOB,  and  harbouring  and  resetting  him 
for  a  very  little  time.  They  forced  him  to 
pay  two  hundred  merks,  and  when  he  had 
done  so^  he  was  obliged  to  take  the  test,  or 
go  straigiit  to  prison ;  but  I  find  it  will  be 
endless  to  insert  particulars. 

I  shall  end  my  account  of  this  pressing 
of  the  test,  and  these  courts,  towards  the 
dose  of  this  year,  with  a  very  singular 
outrage  committed  at  Moffat  This  place 
Ml  within  the  commission  of  the  laird  of 
Westeraw.  Upon  the  Lord's  day  he  caused 
intimation  to  be  made  in  the  church,  that 
the  test  was  to  be  offered  to-morrow  in 
that  parish,  and  sunmoned  all  the  heads  of 
fitmilies  to  appear.  After  this  intimation 
was  made,  this  profligate  man  was  heard 
say  openly^ '  the  devil  damn  his  soul  in  hell, 
but  before  toHnorrow*s  night  they  should  .be 
all  daasned  as  well  as  he.'  And  next  day, 
when  the  parishioceis  earner  he  raged  and 
cursed  among  theoi,  threatening  the  re- 


fnsen,  and  then  caused  them   all  ^^^ 
jointly,  in  tlie  most  confused  and 
diaorderiy  manner,  swear  it 

Besides  those  wicked  courts,  another 
thmg  this  year  was  very  heavy  to  the 
country,  and  made  finings  very  severe  and 
generaL  Farticnlar  persons  had  gifts 
gnmted  them  of  the  fines  imposed  by  law, 
in  such  a  preeinct,  parish,  or  more,  as  they 
were  able  to  make  their  interest  with  the 
leading  men  in  the  council;  and  thoae 
donatars  of  the  finea  had  liberty  granted 
them  to  make  use  of  thesoldien  in  uplifting 
the  fines.  This  way  prodigious  sums  were 
uplifted,  and  multitiides  squeeaed.  Ard- 
miUan  had  this  gift  for  the  parish  of 
StFsiton,  and  some  neighbouring  parishes 
in  Garrick.  I  have  a  particular  account 
before  me  of  above  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling  that  gentleman  exacted  from  that 
one  parish,  this  and  the  following  yesr. 

Thus  in  the  city  of  Glasgow,  John  Bams 
had  the  gift  of  fines  for  nonconformity, 
and  used  his  power  with  rigour  enough. 
In  the  former  years  provost  Bell  had  a  grant 
of  the  fines  by  law  imposed  upon  such  as 
kept  not  the  church  in  terms  of  law»  with 
power  to  apply  them  for  the  relief  of  .such 
who  had  suffered  by  the  great  fire  in  that 
place,  167a  But  I  do  not  find  there  was 
any  severe  exaction  of  them  till  this  year, 
when  Mr  Bams^  a  man  of  no  substance, 
was  made  provost^  and  he  levied  the  fines 
with  all  severity.  No  accouate  were 
kept  of  the  sums  uplifted,  but  at  a  moderate 
computation,  it  was  known  he  lifted 
eighteen  or  twenty  thousand  merks,  from 
the  poorer  sort  of  people  there :  and  I  am 
assured  this  was  but  very  little,  in  cent 
parison  of  the  secret  bribes,  and  composition 
with  persons  of  better  fMhion.  By  the 
very  fines  for  irregular  baptisms  and 
marriages,  he  got  a  huge  sum  from  merch- 
ants and  persons  of  better  oondition,  as  they 
and  he  could  agree;  and  mapy  were  glad, 
at  any  rate  almost,  to  save  themselves  from 
public  trouble.  There  was  never  any 
account  made  of  these  vast  sums ;  and  this 
poor  man  is  at  this  day  living  in  mean 
enough  circumstances,  upoi^  the  to^n*s 
public  charii^,  in  his  old  age^  Kot  a.  few 
in  that  town  were  made  to  fleq  from  their 
Viou««t«  lA^  T«4niG«^  \A  v^aX  t^xv^a^Ns^ 
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the  umnerdfol  ezafltion  of  thMe  |  b«t  Mm  Main,  who  liad 

filMi. 


idNNKi  him, 


In  October  nd  Koremher  this  year, 
•tvrehet  were  Tery  eommoa  aad  eevero  in 
towns,  eepoeiallj  in  Ohngow.  Whonover 
the  cnrntee  or  loldiere  got  nocioe  of  the  re- 
turn of  any  who  had  been  abeent  from 
conrti,  and  for  a  little  retired  from  their 
dwellingiy  or  of  any  people  oome  into  town 
from  the  country,  pieiently  a  search  was 
ordered.  All  who  were  strangers,  unless 
they  presently  complied  with  their  eate* 
chivm,  and  answered  their  queries  satlsfy- 
ingly,  wars  carried  to  the  gnard  or  tlie 
prison.  At  these  asarohca  multitudes  were 
taken,  and,  without  any  Kbel,  probation,  or 
sentence,  were  sent  into  Edinburgh,  or 
otherwise  dealt  by  as  the  officMV  of  the 
Boldien  pleased.  No  man  against  whom  an 
infonner  had  a  gi^ge,  was  safe;  and  in 
the  searehes  at  Glasgeiw,  frequently  good 
numbers  were  ordered  to  lie  round  the 
town,  to  csdch  such,  who,  upon  the  search, 
offered  to  flee^  and  by  this  means  many 
wffre  seiaed. 

in  Oetober  this  year,  William  Inglis 
mason,  was  taken  out  of  his  bed  in  his  own 
house,  merely  from  an  information  he  was 
a  nonconformist,  and  remained  long  in 
prison,  and  was  at  last  banished  to  Carolina, 
where  he  died.  The  same  month  George 
Jackson,  in  the  pariah  of  Eastwood,  was 
taken  at  Glasgow,  being  discovered  by 
being  oTorheard  at  prayer,  and  consequently- 
suspect  for  a  presbytcrian.  We  shall  meet 
with  him  afterwards  at  his  execution.  In 
November,  John  Bichmond  was  taken  by 
major  Balfour,  and  died  publicly  next  year. 
That  same  night,  John  Dick  and  John 
Williamsoa  were  taken ;  the  first  was  ban- 
itthed  to  Carolina,  John  Williamson  made 
some  compliances^  for  which  he  showed 
evident  repentance,  and  was  after  the  revo- 
lution a  minister  of  this  church.  Having 
oatched  three  that  night,  they  were  in 
hopes  of  some  more,  and  early  next  mon^ 
ing  the  town  was  surrounded  with  horse, 
and  that  day  a  second  general  search  was 
made ;  it  was  very  narrow,  and  began  about 
eleven  of  the  clock.  No  plaee  was  left 
uosearched,  cellars,  ceilings  of  houses,  chests, 
and  all  by-pJaces  they  could  ^^acover  were 
CMrefaUy  observed.     I  hear  of  uoua  \akeu 


in  the  GoiImIi^  and  we 
flMet   with   him  «t  bis 


and 

shall  sAerwaids 

execution. 

In  December,  nother  grsnd  eehith  wm 
made  at  Glasgow.  No  aeCret  wn  made  of 
it  some  days  beAwe,  that 'wispeirt  'pcfsoai 
might  retire.  Meanwhile,  care  waatsken 
to  have  soldiers  waiting  withiMit  the-town, 
at  some  little  distance  on  nil  nirte,  to  sCSie 
such  as  should  venture  to  go  off.  ft  wst 
at  thia  search,  or  some  other  time  tiw 
month,  that  John  Buchanan  m  stodent  wu 
taken,  and  after  a  good  while  imprison- 
ment was  sent  off  to  CaroHnn. 

Toward  the  end  of  this  year,  Ac  psvm- 
cntion  was  very  violent  and  nevera.  I  adi 
one  instance  mere,  which  ia  amgukr 
enough.  James  Dunn  in  Benwhat;  in  the 
palish  of  Dalraellfagton,  m  Tory  pwnceaMe 
and  pioua  man,  who  could  not  he-tfesMhcd 
by  law  aa  to  his  pwsonal  oarringo,  «teept 
for  noDconfermity,  sufferetl  fisry-  asneh  ia 
his  fiunily.  ■  He  had  ftmreona,  ono  of  Ifasm 
with  a  8on4n4aw  of  his  were  kllM  by  Ae 
soldiers,  another  was  hanishej^shoothsf 
two  were  severely  hunted  and  harassed 
It  is  his  fourth  son  Quintin  Dunn  I  am  here 
to  speak  of:  in  December  he  was  taken 
for  his  nonconformity,  and  indeed  he  wsi 
capable  of  no  other  crimes,  not  being  yet 
full  fourteen  years  of  age.  However,  the 
party  of  soldiers  took  him  into  Ayr,  nil 
put  him  in  prison,  withoot  hnvin|^  aay 
thing  to  lay  to  his  ohaige.  All  thia  the  hsy 
did  bear,  with  a  staidness  and  conpcsare 
far  beyond  his  years.  When  his  father  csne 
to  Ayr,  though  there  was  nothing  worthy  of 
death  or  of  bonds  to  lay  to  his  door^  jFSt  lis 
could  not  get  him  liberate,  till  he  paid  dosra 
two  hundred  and  forty  pounds.  I  question  if 
they  would  have  got  so  much  for  him,  if 
they  had  sold  him  as  a  slave,  as  tiicy  di^ 
afterwards,  as  we  may  hear. 

Having  thus  gone  through  what  direcdy 
relates  to  the  sufferings  this  year,  I  oome  te 
gather  up  some  other  things  which  came 
not  in  so  directly  upon  the  former  headi. 
In  Blarch  this  year,  a  letter  oomea  dowa 
from  the  king  to  the  council,  and  one 
of  the  same  import  to  the  lords  of  justi- 
V  ^iMarf^  <ycderia^  extracts  to  be  made  out 
r  oi  X>nft  tML\ik«t%^  13^  >^  XanaSik  ^  viteh  as 


CHAP.  VII.] 


OF  THE  CHURCH  OF  SCOTLANa 


497 


were  coodemDad  for  rebaUion.    The  letter 
will  best  speak  for  itielf. 

**  Charles  R.  Kight  trusty,  &o.  Wheratf 
we  kaire  thought  fit  to  appoint  extnets 
to  be  viado  out  of  the  books  of  adjourn- 
al of  our  justice-court,  of  the  trials  of  some 
of  the  most  notorious  rebels,  as  also  of 
the  trial  of  John  Kiren,  and  those  persons 
found  guilty  by  a  great  assize  of  error,  and 
likewise  of  all  papers  whatsomever  relating 
to  the  trial  of  Archibald  hUe  earl  of  Argyle, 
and  the  process  of  forfeiture  led  against  him, 
to  the  end  the  same  may  be  digested  and  me- 
th4>dised  by  Charles  Ilanses  of  Oray*8  Inn, 
Esq;  and  published  for  the  satisfaction  of 
our  good  subjects :  we  haye  hereby  thought 
fil^  to  authorise  and  require  you  to  trans- 
mit to  our  secretary  of  state,  to  be  deliyered 
to  the  said  Charles  true  and  exact  copies 
of  all  prochunations,  letters,  examinations, 
confessions,  trials,  indictments,  declarations, 
and  since  the  decease  of  our  royal  grand- 
father King  Jamee  VL  of  blessed  memory, 
that  relate  to  public  matters,  our  preroga- 
tive^ the  former  and  late  rebellions,  the  reb- 
ela  their  suppression  or  caption,  the  securi- 
ty of  the  peace  whether  in  church  or  state, 
or  the  adTancement  of  the  interest  of  our 
bishops  and  their  regular  clergy  in  that  our 
ancient  kingdom,  and  of  all  informations,  re- 
lations, or  petitions^  sent  to  our  privy  coun- 
cil from  time  to  time,  about  any  thing  of 
thia  natmre,aa  conventicles,  iasurrectioiis^ 
iasolenoiea^  or  cruelties  of  jGuatios,  and  such 
other  papen  of  any  pnblio  concern,  which 
yon  judge  most  prqier  to  be  published,  for 
the  eatisfiiction  of  all  good  subjecta ;  which 
are  to  be  attested  under  the  hand  of  our 
cbanoellor*    Given  at  Whitehall,  Febnmry 

2l8t  &&  '*  MiDDLBTON.'* 

Another  letter  to  the  same  purpose  I 
find  reeoided  Ifaroh  18th  in  the  justiciary- 
registers,  ordering  extracts  as  idiove,  and 
further  requiring  'oopies  of  the  several 
trcnaonable  dedaratiooi,  procUmations, 
bonds  of  combination  in  Sanquhar,  Lanark, 
Ratherglen,  and  those  affixed  to  church 
doors,  and  all  papers  relative  to  David 
HackstoD,  Jamea  8kene,  Archibald  Stuart 
cf  Borrowstonneas,  John  Potter  labourer, 
leobel  Aliaon,  John  Murray  seaman,  Chria- 
topher  Miller  weaver,  William  Gogar  in 


Borrowafeonnesa,  Robert  Sangater, 
Adam  Philip,  Andrew  Pittillo,  Law«  ^^^ 
reaoe  Hay,laboureni,  Mr  Donald  Cargill,  Mr 
Walter  &nith,  Mr  James  Boig,  preachers, 
William  Thomson  labourer,  William  CuthiU 
seaman  in  Borrowstonneai^Patrick  Foreman, 
Robert  Gamock,  Darid  Ferry,  James  Stuart, 
Alexander  Rnssel,  Christian  Fyfe,  Robert 
Gray  an  English  gmitlemaa,  and  John  Meio 
captain  of  the  ahip  called  the  Fortune  of 
London ;  as  also  of  Alexander  Bbdr,  Lewia 
Johnston,  and  Thomas  Noble,  merchants, 
Captain  John  Binning  vintner,  Alexander 
Bothwell  of  Glenoorse,  Jamea  Bailie  mei^ 
chant,  Mr  Andrew  Temple  of  Ravelridge, 
Jamea  Baird  of  Sanchtonhall,  Robert  Sand- 
ilandi^  Jamea  Gray  of  Warriston,  John 
Dnndas  of  Amiston,  John  Lindsay  taylor, 
Robert  £lk>t  wright,  Alexander  Henrison. 
of  Newhavea ;  all  which  were  a  grand  aa» 
sise  of  error ;  and  likewise  all  debates  and 
pleadings  in  the  aeveral  processes,  which 
the  said  Chariea  shall  call  for ;  as  also  the 
trials  of  any  persona  whatsomever,  who 
have  been  before  our  justice-court  any  way, 
which  they  ahall  think  fit  to  be  published.' 

What  waa  done  in  inrosecution  of  this 
design  I  know  not  I  have  found  nothing 
in  the  registers  as  to  any  thing  actually 
sent  up^  nor  heard  of  any  narrative  pub* 
liehed  at  London  by  Mr  Ilanses,  or  any 
other  of  the  extent  this  aeema  to  have  been 
designed.  Whether  it  was,  that,  iq>on  re- 
flection, the  managers  were  ashamed  of 
their  procedure,  or  that  Sir  Geofge  Ma&> 
kenzie  had  thia  in  hb  view  in  the  history 
he  was  now  writing,  or  what  the  reason 
was,  I  cannot  determine.  Had  any  thing 
of  this  nature  been  done  with  any  sincerity, 
it  would  have  saved  me  a  great  deal  of  time 
and  trouble. 

Bfay  22d.  I  find  the  huid  of  Ckverhonse 
is  made  a  privy  coonaellor.  We  have 
heard  of  hie  particolar  diligenoe  in  the 
persecution,  and  we  ahall  afterward  have 
more  instances  of  his  severity,  and  as  a 
premmm  of  his  unwearied  efforta  to  bear 
down  the  praabyteriana,  he  is  taken  into 
the  management  of  aflkirs,  being  made  a 
privy  oonnnUor. 

La  June  this  year  the  business  of  the  rye- 
house  plot  broke  ont  in  England,  which  I 
%Yia!l[l  very  ifraL<^  \ea^«  \v>'^T«^osiBk\8e^w«^w».' 
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June  21st  it  wu  giyen  out  that  a 
'  great  ooDft|>inicy  was  divcavered,  ex- 
tnordinaiy  ooundia  were  frequeatly  held, 
and  it  was  alleged  they  had  evidence,  that 
a  designed  project  was  formed,  when 
the  king  was  jiassing  betwixt  New-market 
and  London,  to  bring  in  the  waggons 
loaded  with  carriages  at  the  time  the  king 
was  to  go  through  a  narrow  {Missage,  this 
■trait  place  being  stopped  by  the  waggons, 
the  king's  coach  and  the  duke's  would  in- 
•ritably  be  ■topped,.Bnd  at  this  time  a  dozen 
of  blunderbushes  were  to  be  unloaded  upon 
the  king  and  duke.  And  some  other  things 
were  shaped  out  to  be  done,  about  the  place 
called  the  Kye-bouse,  from  which  pUce 
this  plot  gets  its  denomination. 

Doctor  Spratti  late  bishop  of  Rochester, 
hath  published  the  history  of  this  plot,  and 
it  is  in  tyery  body's  hands^  alleged  to  have 
been  rensed'by  king  Charles  before  his 
death,  and  printed  by  king  James*  special 
order.  The  author,  when  only  doctor, 
struck  heartily  in  wit^  the  duke  of  York's 
measores^  and  wrote  this  narratire  with  a 
pUin  party-desigii,  and  when  afterward  ad* 
Taoced  to  a  bishopric  in  queen  Anne's 
time  sufficiently  discovered  his  bias  to  the 
side  who  were  no  friends  to  the  protestant 
sucoession.  This  is  not  a  place  to  make 
reflections  upon  the  doctor's  performance, 
BO  much  hugged  by  people  of  that  side.  I 
shall  leave  this  to  such  as  write  the  English 
history ;  and  as  to  what  relates  to  Scotland 
and  Scotsmen,  I'll  now  and  th<*u  have  oo- 
casion  to  set  several  things  the  doctor  mis- 
represents, in  their  proper  light.  There  is 
one  thing  so  palpably  unfair,  and  contrary 
to  what  he  himself  relates,  as  well  as  other 
unquestionable  evidences,  that  I  wonder 
this  performance  is  so  much  valued  even 
by  his  own  party.  Page  21,  edit.  4,  1696,  he 
tells  us,  **  The  whole  proceedings  towards  the 
discovery  of  the  plot,  were  managed  by  all 
imaginable  integrity,  there  was  no  straining 
or  extorting  of  accusations,  no  temptation  of 
reward  proposed,  no  pardon  assured  before- 
hand. "  For  the  first  branch,  it  is  certain 
that  the  English  law  did  not  allow  torture, 
aud  yet  there  seems  to  have  been  straining 
and  extorting,  else  why  was  West  ten  times 
examined  ?  aud  we  have  heard  Earlston 
nas  ordered  though  even  under  aen\Anc« 


of  death  to  be  tortured.  The  torture  of 
Mr  Spence  and  the  reverend  Mr  Carstain^ 
are  what  every  body  knew-  And  we  shall 
find,  when  we  come  to  the  case  ot  the  last 
named  excellent  person,  that  be  had  very 
laige  promiacs  of  reward  nude  him.  The 
doctor  could  not  but  know  those  ai|d  other 
strainings  and  rewards  proposed  in  this 
matter,  and  with  what  sincerity  such  par- 
agraphs were  published  by  him  the  worH 
will  ol>serve.  Muc-h  of  what  the  doctor 
says,  to  fix  this  plot  upon  protestants, 
seems  to  be  overthrown,  and  the  pTot  fixed 
upon  others  by  that  one  fact  which  is 
asserted  by  the  best  English  historians. 
Mr  Robert  Feiguson  was  certainly  as 
deep  in  this  matter  as  it  can  be  pretended 
any  other  was,  and  yet  when  Mr  Secretary 
Jenkins  gave  a  warrant  to  Mr  Legate  the 
messenger,  to  seize  the  persons  alleged  to 
be  in  the  plot,  he  gave  him  likewise  the 
strictest  orders  not  to  take  Mr  Ferguson, 
yea,  to  shun  him,  and  if  he  sliodld  meet 
with  him,  even  to  suffer  him  to'  ^cape. 
The  consequences  of  this  are  obviotts,  and 
bishop  Kennet  very  justly  obserres,  *that 
the  fashion  of  the  court  was  now  to  dit- 
bclieve  the  whole  of  the  popish  plot,  and 
to  talk  of  nothing  but  the  plot  of  the 
presbyteriaus."  Of  which  a  late  writer 
says,  most  people  looked  on  it  as  the  con- 
trivance of  the  Jesuits  to  baffle  the  popish 
plot  and  crush  the  ring-leaders  of  that  party, 
who  for  several  years  had  so  warmly  en- 
deavoured to  prevent  king  Jame^  aooession 
to  the  throne.  He  afterward  remarks, 
that  many  concerned  were  execnted  in  king 
Charics'  time,  and  upon  kin^^  James' 
accession  the  court  being  resolred  to  pro- 
secute the  rest,  "  the  eloquent  pen  of  det't(»r 
Spratt  was  indnstnonsly  set  on  work  to 
palliate  the  flaws  of  Keeling  and  other 
witnesses'  depositions :  accordingly  in  the 
beginning  of  June,  he  pnblished  his  aooomit 
of  the  plot,  adorned  with  all  tlie  flourishes 
of  oratory,  which  are  so  far  teo&k  pemusd- 
ing,  that  they  rather  give  truth  an  air  of 
fiction.  But  however,  as  aSkirs  were  then 
managed,  romance  was  as  tit  to  serve  the 
court  as  true  history.**  But  I  shall  leave 
the  doctor's  performance. 

That  at  this  time  the  duke  of  York's 
\ct^^QK&v^!^^\ato  his  hands,  and  the  wide 
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steps    taken   for  introducing^  papistt  and  |  Momnoufb,  and' others  named  in  it, 


popery,  awakened  some  noblemen  and  ^n- 
tlemen  to  meet  together  secretly,  and  con- 
sult upon  measures  proper  for  Uie  preserv- 
ing the  protestant  religion,  and  liberty  of 
the  subject,  is  very  pUb,  and  that  some  of 
the  b^  an3[  greatest  men  in  the  age  were 
concerned  in  these  innocent  meetings :  but 
that  ever  my  lord  Russel,  colonel  Sidney, 
the  earl  of  Argyle,  the  laird  of  Jenriswood, 
Mr  WUUam  Carstairs  and  others,  were 
dipped  into  any  murderous  design,  is  denied 
by  themselyes,  was  neyer  proven  against 
them,  nor  never  will  be.  This  will  appear 
at  more  lengthy  when  I  come  to  hint  at  the 
particular  processes  of  the  Scotsmen  said  to 
be  concerned  in  the  plot  All  I  design  here, 
is  but  to  give  a  very  short  hint  of  what  I 
meet  with  in  the  registers  this  year  upon 
this ,  head,  A  letter  comes  down  to  the 
council^  dated  June  27th,  acquainting  them 
with  the  plot,  and  ordering  tiiem  to  search 
for  Mr  Rob^  Feiguson,  and  requiring  them 
to  compare  a  letter  of  Jervbwood*s,  as  was 
supposed,  with  one  in  his  hand,  which 
Earhiton  had.  June  28th»  I  find  the  Eng- 
lish proclamation  against  the  plotters^  as 
they  were  called,  published,  ordering  James 
duke  of  Monmouth,  Ford  lord  Gray,  Sir 
Thomas  Armstrong,  and  Mr  Robert  Fergu* 
son  to  bo  apprehended.  And  indeed  tiiis 
plot,  as  to  the  murdering  part  of  i^  seems 
to  have  been  contrived  by  the  duke  of 
York,  for  the  staining  the  duke  of  Mon- 
jDSoulh  and  Buccleugh«  and  getting  him  re- 
moved for  ever  from  court;  and  several 
exoellent  gentlemen  in  England  were  sacri- 
ficed to  this  jealousy  of  the  duke  of  York. 

I  find  auother  letter  was  read  in  council, 
J  uly  2d,  bearing,  **  Whereas  we  have  thought 
fit^  for  the  good  of  our  servioe,  to  appoint 
all  our  offioers  of  state,  our  privy  counsel- 
lors, and  all  others  employed  in  any  trust 
and  station,  not  to  depart  out  of  that  our 
ancient  kingdom  without  leave  from  us  or 
you,  it  is  now  our  will  and  pleasure,  and 
we  do  hereby. authoriae  and  require  you,  in 
such  a  manner  as  you  see  most  proper,  to 
order  all  the  foresaids  to  attend  our  service 
in  their  stations,  and  not  to  depart  forth  of 
the  kingdom  on  their  peril.*' 

July  4th,  the  council  issue  out  a  procla- 
mation i^nst  the  duke  of  Buccleugh  aud 


1683. 
which  I  have  insert  below,*  where 

the  reader  will  see,  that  all  Englishmen 

which  came  to  Scotland  since  June  20th, 


*  Prodatnatian  against  the  duke  </  Buccleugh, 
and  other  Irocturf,  Jufy  Uhf  10B8. 

CbarlM,  by  Uw  grace  of  God,  king  of  Gnat 
Britaiu,  FrsDoa,  and  Ireland,  defender  of  the 
faith :  to  our 

lyoD  king  at  ame,  and  hie  brethren,  herahh, 
maoen  oi  oar  priry  coaadl,  purvuivanta,  and 
maetangersat  anna,  our  ahenflb  in  that  part, 
conjunctly  and  eererally,  ■peclally  constitnte, 
graKing:  when««  there  hath  been  lately  dia- 
oovered,  in  our  other  kingdom  of  KngU^d,  a 
most  traitoroue  and  damnable  conepfncy,  for 
compassing  the  death' and  dcatmctlon  <w  our 
royal  peraan,  and  of  our  dearest  and  only  brother, 
James,  duke  of  Albany  and  York,  our  comniis- 
siooer  for  this  our  ancient  kingdom,  and  for 
the  subvwslon  of  ear  goranuMnt  and  king- 
doma :  aud  fotasBMich  as  wa  have  reoeired  in- 
formation upon  oath,  that  James  duke  of  Buc- 
draifh  and  Monmonth,  and  Ford  lord  Gray  of 
Wark,  Sir  ThoBSaa  Armstrqng  knight,  Mr 
Kobert  Ferguson  a  fanatical  preacher,  and  no- 
torious traitor,  a  native  of  this  our  kingdom, 
now  an  indvi^ler  in  PIngland,  aolourl  John 
Kumaey,  Uiobard  RamboUl  maltster,  Bichard 
Nelthorp  esquire,  Edward  Wade  gentlenoan, 
Hichara  Goodenough  gentleman,  Captain  Wal- 
oaati  William  Tbomsoa,  Jaanca  BurtoOf  and 
WiUlani  Hone  joiner,  sukgects  of  that  our  king- 
dom of  England,  with  divers  other  wicked  and 
desperate  persona,  have  atioat  ttmitonroaly  con- 
spired liyeiber  for  this  effect,  and.  for  that  end 
hare  had  several  treasonable  consultations,  to  pro- 
vide arms,  to  levy  men,  and  to  make  an  Insurrec- 
tftan  In  our  kingdom  of  Koglaad :  and  wo  under- 
standing,  that  the  said  conspirators  are  fled,  and 
have  left  their  habitations,  to  avoid  the  Justice 
of  onr  laws,  and  the  poniMhrneat  due  to  such  an 
horrid  and  eztcrabLs  treason :  and  considering 
that  the  said  James  duke  of  Biicdeugh,  and 
some  other  of  the  forenamed  oonepirators  may 
retin  unto,  and  Jorfc  in  this  our  aaaieut  king- 
dom, do  therefor^  with  advice  of  our  privy, 
council,  require  and  command  the  said  James 
duke  of  Bucoleogh  and  MoDmoatb>  Ford  lord 
Gray,  Sir  'Hiomaa  Armstrong,  Mr  liobert 
Ferguson,  colonel  John  Rumsey,  ilichard  Hum- 
bold,  Richard  Nelthorp,  Edward  Wade,  Rich- 
ard  Goodenough,  captain  Walooat,  William 
Thomson,  James  Burton,  aud  William  Hone, 
if  they,  or  any  of  them,  have  retired  unto,  or 
shall  come  Into'thia  kingdom,  forthwith  to  ren- 
der tjliemselves  to  aome  of  our  privy  council, 
sheriffs,  Stewarts,  or  other  Judges  and  magis- 
trates, that  they  mav  be  tned  and  proceeded 
against  aeeording  to  law.  And  wo  oonimand 
-and  charge  all  sheriffs,  Stewarts,  bailies,  justices 
of  peace,  magistrates  of  burghs,  and  all  other 
judges  and  nsagiatratea,  and  the  officers  of  our 
forces,  and  all  oar  subjjecta  whatsomever,  to 
make  diligent  search  and  inquiry  after  the  Mid 
conspirators  and  traitors,  in  all  places  where 
ther  oDay  be  suspected  to  lurk  or  abscond  ;  and 
if  they  shall  happen  to  apprehend  any  of  th«>m, 
or  if  any  of  these  conspirators  shall  render 
themselves,  we  strictly  charge  them.  tA  cov&?eia.Vc 
\  \\ie  peTsou  OT  v«Tv>\\\  vi  «^Y^^bKCkJ^ft^  \»  ^»«^ 
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aM  immediately  to  be  apprehended, 
1683.  ^ghipsaretobeeearched^aiidevery 
penoD  who  Gaonot  make  it  appear  he  is  oome 
on  the  account  of  trade  allenarly,  is  to  be 
seized,  and  an  embai^  is  laid  upon  all  ships, 
and  they  discharged  to  sail  till  they  f^ive  in 
lists  of  all  persons  ^oard  thar  yenel,  with 
8e?eral  other  arbitrary  claoses  which  the 
English  prooUraadon  wants.  And  indeed, 
our  doers  at  Edinbmqgh  were  accustomed 
to  a  great  many  seyerities  and  heavy  artides, 
in  tiiieir  proclamations  and  other  public 
papers,  which. the  English  were  absolute 

strangers  to.    That  same  day  a  proclamation 

-  -  -  —        ■  -    ,— — ^-^^— 

pritoo,  and  pnmnily  to  failbrm  ear  pHrr  eoan- 
cll  of  tbcir  being  appniMnded :  and  for  thU  end, 
we,  with  adrin  forMald,  do  hereby  require  and 
nomiDoiid  all  oar  forenid  J«dees,  oflfeert,  and 
■nbjeeta,  to  iiiquirB  and  oearrJi,  if  tbeoo  oontplr- 
ators,  or  any  othor  of  our  EngUab  tn^eets,  haTe 
lately  come,  or  ehall  come  into  this  our  kine- 
don,  -and  to  cane  them  to  be  immedtately 
eeiaed  and  leeared,  till  they  be  examined*  and 
our  privy  council  Informed  conceming  them; 
certiryiof  all  euch  perMni  a%  after  this  our 
predamation,  shall  direotly  or  indlfvetly  con- 
ceal, reeet,  harbour,  or  maintain  the  eaifl  tralt> 
orous  oouepiratov^  or  aay  of  them,  or  shall 
cither  oonuive  or  eonnlTe  at  any  means,  where- 
by they,  or  any  of  them,  may  escape,  fhim 


was  published  ia  the  terms  of  the  abore 
letter,  discharging  all  offioecs  of  tbe  arm^, 
of  state^  privy  counsellors,  and  magiefrateis 
to  go  off  the  kingdoBS,  and  ordering  than 
most  strictly  to  their  posta.    It  ie  befors 
me,  but  needs  not  be  insert*     And  at  the 
same  diet  the  council  send  iljp  M   anst 
flattering  address  to  the  king,  oangratnhiHng 
his  mijesty  upon  the  discovery  of  the  plot, 
and  acquainting  him,  that  they  wvre  ^ 
pointing  a  thanksgiving  for  thia. 

It  ia  August  7th  before  this  pixMslanatien 
for  thanks^ving  is  insert  in  the  rsoords, 
and  it  is  September  9th  before  it  ie  kept 


bailies,  etowarla,  magtitrates  of  burghs,  Jostioii 
of  peace,  and  all  cnitaBMri,  surveyors,  hod  wall, 
en,  and  all  our  other  aubjccti,  to  search  all  sbipi 
and  TeeMis,  which  ■hall  come  upon  the  coaaCa 
of  tbie  kingdoan,  or  isles  beloegfaig  theruo,  and 
to  eelze  all  such  permns,  straufocs  or  aathrtei 
who  thall  not  make  it  appear  by  clear  CTidcac^ 
that  they  aio  oome  ueoo  the  account  of  trade 
allenarly,  and  toaoquaiut  our  privy  council  from 
time  to  time,  that  tliey  may  receire  their  further 
orders  Ihereantfit :  asllkewlssktoaaanshallsueh 
veeeelt  or  thlpe,  for  arms,  ammunition,  and 
other  warlike  provisions,  and  for  treasonable  or 
eeditious  papers  or  letters,  and  where  amy  sacb 
is  found,  to  secure  the  ships^  men  and  goeds^ 
till  our  council  be  made  aoquainfeed  thcrswiih, 
beinf  uJun,  and  preeented  to  justice,*  or  shall  land  their  commands  known  theraaacnC     And 


not  give  duo  and  umeous  Information  and  ad- 
vertisement to  our  privy  council  or  our  other 
Judges  and  magistrates,  concerning  their  lurking 
plaMSi  coDcealen,  harbourers,  resetters,  inter- 
communers,  er  eonnivers,  that  they  shall  be 
proceeded  against  as  being  art  and  part  in,  and 
abettors  of  this  eaecrable  eonspiracy  aud  treason, 
according  to  the  uttermoet  severity  of  law: 
and  we  declare,  that  wfaoeoerer  shall  discover 
the  foresaid  conspirators,  or  any  of  them,  and 
shall  cause  them,  or  any  of  them  to  be  taken 
and  apprehended^  and  brought  into  anv  of 
our  judges,  or  officers  foresaid,  shall  have 
a  reward  of  five  hundred  pounds  sterling,  for 
each  of  tbe  four  persons  first  named  in  this  our 

f proclamation,  and  of  one  hundred  pounds  ster- 
ing,  for  each  of  the  other  persons  tnerein  men- 
tioned, to  be  paid  to  him  or  them,  in  recompense 
of  so  good  and  acceptable  a  service.  And  for 
tbe  more  effectual  prosecution  hereof,  we  here« 
by  require  and  command  all  our  sherifVlB,  bailies 
of  regalities,  and  Stewarts  of  stewartries,  on  the 
east,  west,  aiid  middle  marrhes  of  this  our  king- 
dom, aud  within  the  shires  of  Areyle,  Ayr, 
Dumbarton,  and  Inverness,  as  also  all  collectors 


further,  we  prohibit  all  masters  of  ships,  to  set 
sail  with  their  ships,  from  auy  port  af  this 
kingdom,  before  they  first  give  in  upon  oath  a 
list  of  all  their  seamen,  and  other  passengers,  to 
the  ordinary  magistrates  or  customora,  timoonriy, 
at  least  fortv  eight  hours,  at  the  porto  befere 
they  sail,  under  the  pain  of  oonfiaeatioo  of  the 
ship  and  goods  of  such  masters  aa  shall  trans- 
port any  otner,  thui  such  as  are  meotlouod  in  the 
said  list,  or  any  of  any  other  oamo^  than  as  they 
are  designed  in  the  said  list,  besidca  what  other 
punishment  our  council  shall  think  fit  to  inflict; 
and  if  any  of  these  contained  in  these  lists,  ap- 
pear to  be  suspicious  persons,  the  ordinary  ma- 
gistrato  upon  tbe  place,  orcustomera,  collectors, 
their  deputes,  surveyors,  and  waiters,  are  bereiiy 
commanded  to  secure  soc^h  persons,  and  to  in- 
form the  magistrates  of  the  burghs,  or  sheriflb  of 
the  shire  within  which  the  said  ships  sliall  hap- 
pen to  be.  And  that  our  will  aud  pleasure 
herein  may  be*  published,  and  made  known  to 
all  our  goo<l  and  loving  sul^ects,  our  will  is,  and 
we  charge  you  straitly,  and  command,  that  in- 
continent, these  our  letters  seen,  ye  pass  to  the 
market-cross  of  IskliolHirgh,  and  seeeral  mar- 


aud their  deputes,  customers  and  waiters,  im-  ,  ket-crosses  of  the  head  burghs  of  this  onr  king- 


mediately  upon  sight  hereof,  not  onlv  to  inquire 
for,  but  to  seize  the  persons  of  any  Englishman, 
who  hath  come  Into  this  kingdom,  from  and 
since  tbe  twentieth  day  of  June  last,  or  who 
shall  hereafter  come  Into  the  same,  before  the 
first  of  August  next,  who  cannot  give  a  good  ac- 
count of  themselves  or  their  affairs,  who  are 
to  require  concurrence  of  all  our  lieges,  iu  the 
execution  her^f^  and  they  arc  to  g\ve  the  «au\e  ^ 
as  they  will  be  answerable  at  ihetr  V»\ftV\e«t 


p^Hl :  as  al5«o,  we  utrictly  require  our  v\cft-aAm\- 
Mul,  ii/id  tdl  ill  o0&C€  under  hina,  and  a\\  ftWuff*! 


dom,  and  other  places  needful,  and  thervat,  in 
our  name  and  authority,  by  open  proelimMHon, 
make  publication  of  tiM  premises,  that  exact 
obedience  may  be  given  thereto,  and  none  may 
pretend  ignorance. 

Given   under  our    signet,  at    Ifldinburgh 
tbe  fourth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  eighty  and   three,  and  of  our 
T«\^u  ^S^t  xJdaxVj  ^<v\jl  ^ear. 
Per  nclunv  Duiamov-unv  *tcTvV\  omicVIu, 
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Th«  oocasioD  of  this  Mmy  Memi  to  hafo 
beoB  to  k«ep  pace  with  Bnglaml  in  theira. 
The  trials  of  the  excellent  lord  Huasel, 
capudn.  Welcot,  Mr  Roane,  and  fome  others, 
are  in  every^  body's  hands,  and  their  speeches 
and  letters  in  print.  When  those  were  dee- 
patuhed  under  eoleor  of  hiir,  and  the  gov» 
enunent»  or  rather  the  dnke  of  York,  were 
rid  of  some  whom  they  were  nnwilHng 
should  live,  a  day  of  thanksgivinif  is  ap- 
pointed for  his  majesty's  merdftil  deHTei^ 
ance^  in£nglattd  and  Ireland.  The  Englith 
declaration  b  pretty  large,  and  alleges  a 
gcifiend  insurrection  was  designed,  and  that 
a  correspondence  was  established  in  Scot- 
land, and  that  the  earl  of  Ai^le,  Lord 
Melsil,  Sir  John  Cochimn,  Mr  William 
C.!ai«tain|  and  others,  were  concerned  in  it 
This  paper  was  reprinted  with  the  8oots  pro- 
clamation^ ordered  for  eolemnity'g  sake  to  he 
read'fwice  fromeTOiy  pulpit^  to  impress  the 


*  Hn^iakdadmmtitm  fsir  4kank$ghfmgt  September 

UM,  IIKS. 
CwAkm  R. 
It  iMtk  %ccn  «mr  oliterTatimi,  thftt  fbr  Mreml 
ycwni  bwt  pMt,  «  imlevoleDt  pirty  bath  made  it 
tbohr  kaaliMMy  to  proaote  ledfthMi  by  falae  Dew% 
libdbin  •Mmffibleta,  and  other  wicked  arte; 
fiboiehyth^y  endeevonred  not  only  to  render  our 
soTornsaefic  odious,  and  our  most  fidthfUl  aub« 
JecU  aaapfeliil  to  the  people,  bat  eren  to  Incite 
them  Co  a  dislike  and  hatred  of  our  r^/vl  penon  ; 
whereupon  it  was  e?ident  to  ue,  that  the  heads 
of  iWa  party  ooald  hate  no  other  aim,  hat  the 
ruin  of  us  and  oar  ipatwnaieot.  And  whilst, 
by  oor'tttaooet  eare,  w«  manifttted  to  alt  «»ar 
sii^rets,  oar  Ofol  far  the  maintenance  of  the 
protflrteot  rellgioa,  and  oar  reeolutlont  tof  oTern 
•oeordiiiir  to  law.  It  w«  a  great  trouble  to  ue  to 
find,  that  ovil  petootoo,  by  mlwepreeentlng  our 
actkMia  So  the  people,  ehooM  lo  fhr  Inalnuato 
thomedvei  into  tito  affMtlons  of  the  weaker  aort, 
as  that  they  looked  upon  them  as  the  only  oatrlots 
and  asesrtors  of  tlieir  religion  and  nbertln,  and 
favo  themeslves  up  entirely  to  their  conduct. 
As  choir  oamben  laereaeed,  eo  did  their  bold- 
neai,  So  that  height,  that  by  often  sliowinf  them- 
selvae  in  cumnlui  and  riota,  and  unlawful  and 
sedkioua  oonveotielee,  th^  not  only  engaged, 
but  prodaincd  on  Impunity  to  their  own  party, 
who  tbooicbt  thenuelTee  already  too  strong  fbr 
tbaUwa,  aud  they  aeemed  to  Mlere,  that  In  a 
sliort  lime  they  efaioald  gain  upon  the  people,  so 
as  to  persoado  Ibem  to  a  total  defection  from  the 
government*  Bat  it  pleased  God,  by  these  their 
violent  waya,  to  open  the  eyee  of  our  good  sub- 
jects, who  easily  foresaw  what  troubles  these 
methods  would  produoe,  and  thereupon,  with 
great  courage,  as  well  as  duty  and  affection  to- 
wards ua,  upon  all  ooeaslona,  did  manifest  their 
resolution  and  readineasin  defence  of  our  person, 
and  support  of  our  gOTcmmcnt,  and  the  religion 
esublishod ;  and  did  iiloBWlee  oenvinee  the  com- 
mon people  of  the  nilanous  designs  of  their  fac- 


people  the  more  with  ill  thoughts  of 
the  presbyterians  on  whom  they  would 
fix  the  plot    I  have  inserted  thu  declara- 
tion.*   There  are  seTeral  matters  of  fact 


tieus  leaden,  and  the  miserlea  that  would  bo- 
fall  them  In  pursuing  such  courses.  By  these 
means  the  factious  party  hist  rround  dally, 
and  finding  that  it  was  impossihio  to  keep  op 
the  spiriu  of  their  followers,  egsinst  the  reli- 
gion eetoblished,  and  the  laws,  Whilst  we  wen 
steady  in  tlie  malntenanoe  and  ezeention  of  tbrtn; 
became  deaperate,  and  reaolred  not  to  trust  any 
longer  to  the  slow  methods  of  sedition,  but  to 
betake  themselves  to  arms,  not  doubting,  but 
that  they  remained  etill  stiong  enough,  by  forae 
to  dvertum  the  government,  which  thry  rould 
not  undermine.  It  Is  hard  to  imagine,  how 
men  of  so  many  dUlarent  intereota  and  opinions, 
could  Join  in  any  entorpriae;  but  it  ie  Cirtaht, 
they  readily  eonourred  In  the  reeolntioa  of  taking 
arms,  to  ratroy  the  government,  ovea  bcftare 
they  had  agreed  what  to  ast  up  in  the  place  of  H* 
To  whiflhparpeaa,  they  took  sevnolwayv:  fitt> 
whQst  some  were  contriving  a  general  inaarree^ 
tion  in  thla  kingdom,  awl  likewlm  in  Seotiand, 
others  were  oeuspiriog  to  aasassiaate  oar  royal 
person,  and  our  dearest  brother,  and  to  masiSi 
ere  the  magiatratea  of  oar  olty  of  Loudon,  and 
our  ofllcers  of  states  that  there  might  bo  no  a|^ 
pearance  of  govornment»  nor  any  manna  for  our 
suUecta  to  uiiito  for  their  detsooe.  -In  ease  it 
had  pleased  God  to  permit  theee  wtofced  dsulgns 
to  have  taken  ellect,  there  could  have  been 
nothing  lo  prospect  but  eeofasioa ;  isr,  Instead 
of  the  refonnation  they  pretended,  tiieiff  enoatee 
would  have  produeed  diviaiane  and  wan  among 
themselves,  until  the  predominant  ourty  coaia 
have  enslaved  the  rest,  and  the  whole  klngdoor. 
But  the  divino  providenoe^  whioh  hath  preserosd 
aa  through  the  whole  course  el  oar  life,  Imih  at 
this  time^  in  an  extmerdiuary  naanocr,  showM 
itself  in  the  wonderfid  and  gradous  deliverance 
of  us  and  oar  dcarcet  brother,  and  all  our  loyal 
aubject%  from  thia  horrible  and  ^amnahlo  oou- 
splracy. 

As  ft  is  therefore  eor  deaire,  that  all  our  los- 
ing subJeeU  should  JMn  with  us,  in  giving 
thanks  to  almighty  God  for  this  merey,  eo  wo 
thought  it  nfoemary  they  ehould  ho  now,  In 
eome  meaaure,  iaformod  of  the  fast  aa  it  hath 
been  discoverod  to  ua  by  undoubted  proof,  and 
the  confession  of  divers  of  the  aeeompliees  in 
this  conspiracy,  wiiersof,  though  we  have  not 
as  yet  perfectly  traecd  ail  the  partinilara,  the 
principal  and  main  designe  of  it,  never- 
theleee,  have  appeared  to  be  aa  fblloweth. 
About  the  bMiuuiug  of  October  ksl,  when  the 
heads  of  the  faction  saw  the  magistncy  of  our 
city  of  London  settled  in  pereons  of  ioyoi  prin- 
ciples, they  became  impaiiont,  and  I'di  imme- 
diately to  consult  of  rising  In  arms;  for  whloh 
some  thought  their  party  eo  well  prepared,  that 
they  could  not  iail  of  attaining  their  ends, 
whenever  ther  should  break  out  iiito  open  force. 
^Vherenpon  there  waa  a  meeilog  of  eome  of  the 
principal  coosplraloce,  to  agree  about  the  beat 
means  to  master  our  gnaros,  and  to  eelze  our 
person ;  but»  upon  consideration,  they  found  It 
neceesary  to  prepare  their  friende  In  tlie  asveral 
counties,  as  slao  thAdWsiff«tKa4'^tV|\«k.^!feia»^»A. 
^  to  Join  w\lYk  thorn,  >a\Ck»>aX  ^\k\^>  «k^  >iXN«ksJw 
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in  it,  which,  I  doubt  not,  were  laid 
before  the  kinif  end  oooncil,  but 


nftcrwardi  were  diioovered  to  be  groundlen 
end  lelie.    It  ie  deled  July  28th,  1683. 


In  our  nid  dty,  or  upon  our  gnerda,  epMved 
too  nwh  to  be  undertaken  ;  to  that  tbcy  Uid  aaide 
the  tbougbtt  of  a  pment  rising,  and  diipoeed 
themeelvee  to  find,  by  a  correspondence  with 
Scotland  and  with  several  parts  ofthls  our  king- 
dom,  bow  ^r  they  micbt  be  assisted  by  a  cencral 
Insurrection,  so  tnat  they  mlf  ht  not.  In  numan 
pTobabilltr*  fail  of  sucoeas.  Whibt  this  first  de- 
sign was  fonning,  some  Tillalns  were  likewise 
carrying  on  that  horrid  and  execrable  plot  of 
assassinating  our  roral  person,  end  our  dearest 
brother.  In  our  coming  from  Newmarket,  and 
money  was  deposited  lor  that  purpose.  But  by 
the  shortness  of  the  time,  (we  being  then  imme- 
diately upon  our  return)  and  for  want  of  neces- 
sary preparations,  they  were  forced  to  defer  the 
execution  of  it  till  further  opportunity.  It  was 
then  proposed  among  them,  whether  they  should 
Attempt  the  same  at  our  next  going  to  ^Newmar- 
ket, in  March  last ;  but  some  obJMted,  that  our 
guards,  which  usually  remain  here  some  time 
after  our  departure,  would  be  capable  of  making 
a  great  opposition,  upon  the  arrival  of  the  news. 
For  which  reason,  and  because  they  were  not 
then  in  a  sufficient  readioess,  it  was  agreed  to  be 
done  at  our  return  from  Newmarket.  'I'he 
place  appointed*  was  the  house  of  one  Richard 
liumbold  a  inaltster,  railed  the  Kye,  ncmr 
lloddesdon,  In  the  county  of  Hertford;  and 
It  was  resolred,  that  forty  persons  In  num- 
ber, who  were  to  be  actors  m  this  assasdnatlon, 
under  the  command  of  the  said  Richard  Rnm- 
bold,  should  hide  themselves  In  or  near  the 
aald  house ;  and,  when  our  coach  should  come 
over  agniikst  them,  then  three  or  four  were  to 
sho<>t  with  blunderbushes,  at  the  postillion  and 
hor8«ii,and,  If  they  should  fail  of  killing  the  horses, 
some  were  to  be  ready  in  the  way,  who,  In  the 
habit  of  labourers,  should  turn  a  cart  cross  the 
passage,  and  so  stop  our  coach;  others  were 
appointed  to  shoot  Into  the  coach,  where  our 
rovai  person,  and  our  dearest  brother  were  to  be, 
otfiffs  to  tire  upon  the  guards  that  should  be  then 
attending  us.  And  it  was  further  resolved, 
that,  upon  the  same  day,  many  lords  and  other 
persons  of  quality,  whom  they  supposed  favour- 
able to  their  design,  should  be  invited  to  dine 
In  our  city  of  London,  that  they  might  be  the 
more  ready  to  appear  among  the  citizens  upon 
arrival  of  the  news,  the  actors  in  the  said  assassi- 
nation having  contrived  the  manner  of  their  es- 
cape, by  a  nearer  passage  than  the  usual  road  ; 
by  which  means  they  hoped  to  get  to  London, 
as  soon  as  the  news  could  be  brought  thither. 
'l*hey  thought  It  would  be  easy,  upon  their  perpe- 
trating thishorrid  fact, to  possess  themselves  of  ths 
government  presuming  upon  the  numbers  of  the 
dika/Tected.  But  lest  tne  blackness  of  such  an  ac- 
tion might  deter  anyfrom  Joining  with  them,they 
prepared  to  palliate  it,  as  far  us  they  could,  by 
some  remonstrance  or  declaration,  which  was 
ready  to  be  printed  and  dispersed  in  that  conAi- 
siun  to  amuse  the  people  ;  and  lest  oar  officers  of 
sUte,  and  the  magistrat«>s  of  our  said  city,  with 
the  militia  thereof,  and  other  our  loyid  subjects, 
should  be  able  to  put  some  stop  to  their  career, 
thry  revolved  to  follow  this  blow  with  a  massa- 
cre, u'iierein  they  particularly  deslf^ed  for 
iuiDiediHiv  slnughter,  our  oflioers  ot  t^lale,  \Vi« 
prenent  lord  mayor,  and  ihenlls,  au<\  ibe  ms^ 


glstTMy  off  oor  eity,  end  other  our  ewUccts  thai 
nad  been  moat  eminent  for  their  loyalty.  Boi 
it  piceaed  almMty  God,  by  his  wonderful  pro- 
vJaenoBto  to  deleat  these  ooanaeb,  by  the  audda 
fire  Bt  Newmarket,  which  neseaaitaled  ear  it- 
tum  from  thenoe  befora  the  time  we  had  ap- 
pointed. Yet  these  Tilbins  wen  net  UMnby 
diaeonnged  from  parsning  the  mme  hieedy  de- 
sign, but  reeolved  to  take  the  first  emertanity 
for  effecting  the  mme,  end  prepsme  to  them 


eelvm,_that  Ft  might  be  dene  either  In  eor  weimgf 

in  eer 


from  Windsor  to  Hampten-oeinrt«  or 
journey  to  Wincbsster,  or  when  wa  riionJd  go  bj 
water  In  oar  barge,  or  under  Bcdfiord  geHm- 
wall,  M  we  should  pe»  that  wey,  or  at  the  bell 
feost,  which  waa  to  be  In  Red-lyo»>ficMa,  they 
being  informed,  that  ire  and  oor  dearest  brother 
had  Intentions  of  coming  thither.  And  that 
they  might  be  the  better  pnpercd,  when  there 
ahonid  M  ooeaaion,  by  having  a  certain  nnasber 
of  arms  lying  alwaya  ready  far  that  purpsse, 
arras  for  forty  mea.  were  bcspehe  in  ail  baatc,  vis. 
thirty  carblnm  with  belle  and  awivl«B»  thirty 
caam  of  pistols,  and  ten  hlandorlmshse,  which 
were  aeoerdingly  made  end  paid  for.  And  for 
the  more  easy  drawing  their  party  togmhsr. 
against  the  time  of  exeendea,  they  nontriwsd  to 
divide  our  eitim  of  Loudon  end  Witiiiiwlir, 
and  the  soburhs,  Into  twenty  part%  from  each  of 
which  they  expected  five  hendned  men  to  be 
reedy  et  the  first  oneett  and  some  agitators  vvre 
to  give  an  account  of  tiM  men  to  he  fnmiahcd  ia 
each  division,  end  to  give  out  orders  to  them  as 
there  should  be  occasion.  And  to  the  md  the 
forces  they  should  raise  might  be  the  aooaer  mo- 
delled Into  the  form  of  an  army,  there  vrere  nnw 
hundred  old  officers,  who  had  been  engaged  in 
the  late  rebellion,  ready  In  town  to  take  the 
command  of  them :  In  the  pursuit  of  whirh 
project,  they  continued  till  they  knew  that  s 
discovery  had  been  made  unto  na. 

During  all  this  time,  the  principal  conspira- 
tors were  managing  their  other  design  Iwr  s 
{;eneral  Insurrection  in  both  kingdoms,  llir 
ate  earl  of  Shaftsbury,  who  had  at  first  pressed 
them  to  sodden  rising,  which  he  vM>uld  have  hud 
before  the  17th  of  November  last,  or  upon  tkst 
day  at  the  farthest,  sent  to  the  eonsplraiors,  at 
a  meeting  appointed  by  them,  to  know-  their  re- 
solution ;  and  finding  they  would  net  adwnture 
without  further  preparation,  conveyed  hisnseir 
secretly  into  Holland,  to  avoid  the  danger  be 
might  be  in  by  a  discovery.  His  witbdrawinc 
himself  from  thrir  counsels,  did  not  dlacoors^ 
them  from  pursuing  their  design,  only  mad^ 
them  more  cautious ;  whereupon  a  new  council 
vras  appointed  of  six  persons,  that  were  to  have 
the  chief  management  of  affairs,  in  order  to  a  gen- 
eral Insurrection,  by  e  correspondency  with 
theii  party  In  Scotland,  and  mveral  counties  of 
this  our  kingdom :  and  becaase  a  oiHiV!Spon- 
dency  by  letters  was  thongbt  dangerous,  it  wm 
held  necessary  that  some  person  sbcrald  be  sent 
into  Scotland,  to  invite  the  heads  of  the  dittf- 
fected  party  In  that  our  kingdom,  to  come  hither, 
under  pretence  of  purchasing  lands  in  Carolina, 
but,  in  truth,  to  concert  with  them  the  best 
means  for  carrying  on  the  design  jointly  in  both 
V\\\^^otB»%  -Kix^  v».  tr««LtY  was  thereupon  had 
viVCkk  Kv€E&\n\<\\jsm^s^fd\Naiut«Bs\^  Nr^lc^sl- 
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The  Scot*  proelunation  U  dated  Avgogt 
7th,  and  u  ioaerfed  beloir .•  To  throw  wi 
odiDDi  upon  the  pmbjteiuni  in  Scotknd, 
it  ii  inlitaled,  ■*  Pracbnwtioa  iadictiDt;  a 


tfaanlc^Tiiif  for  the  deliverance- from 
th«  ftm-'i'-i  iniMpinicf ;"  and  iuui-  '""^ 
tieal,    the    ordinary   tenn   fur    exprcsun^ 
prcabyteriana,  ii  joined  ia  tbe  body  of  the 


ihoHml  ftanOi  at  lint,  but  aAwwwtl  anwd 
U  aretiit  af  t*B  tbunuiid  pouodit  for  kuyfiw  of 
•main  HoUutd,  asJ  inakfuathn-  proridon 


flvlDV,  (rhlob  1 


'plsa-.; 


■kbH 
mtbU*  Biiehtof* 


iVTtbc 


di!b*t««,  wba^CT  Mm  lUnr  Id  tU»  hlnidMU 
■InbU  b*  Int  In  aor  oHt  of  LMdM,  wlNn, 
by  mion  of  tb«  nat  Bamtan  tbM  ndfbt  raad. 
II*  uulla,  ittrf  tkauRbt  (bay  night  t^\j  iMfta- 
tb«  (Barda,  or  irnlDM'  In  aoiDa  raaiMa  parti, 
wbtnb;  wa  abanM  ba  uidir  ■  iiw  wilij  of 
aandini  onr  (>ard>  to  iDpama  Ibaa,  and  tba*. 
by  tbo  rtiiif  In  our  nid  dtj  would  bMOOM 
uara  aicura  and  cStotaal:  but  at  iMt  It  wa* 
raaaind,  ai  awat  eaannlant,  tbat  h  tbaaU  ba 
tn  all  parti  at  tha  Mm*  flaw,  IM  oar  dty  nb ht 
ba  dalandtd  by  lb*  mlUtla  tbanof,  iritfaonl  lb* 
taalp  af  our  (uacdt,  wblcb  w*  mi>ht  aand  for 
tha  luppnailBf  any  loaunastlio  Id  the  oouDliy : 
and  tbcy  did  Jl  lUquaa  ibauMlna  aetatdiDfly, 
Ibr  tha  coia  f«dn|  ibdr  dadf  n,  wbich  wa*  lary 

■at  awrn  of  almlibty 
madhalliic  thdr  o- 
lar  royal  paraoii,  our 

.  „ .  Kmumt,  a  diaaoiary 

wa.  aude  unto  nt  by  ona  af  Iba  aaeompllon,  on 
tba  Iwdtth  of  Juna  la«,  aim  iThltb  lima  wa 
bava  naad  tba  baat  mean*  wi  nBuU>  for  the  dc- 
tectloi  and  prcTtnlion  of  •ohalllab  acoDtpiracy. 
Bui  B  it  ba*  bappaoad,  that  dlrn*  of  tha  oon- 


Jaaui  duke  afMonnioatfa,  tba  lord  MrtrJIJts  Uir 
John  Coehnn.  air  ThoDua  AmMronc,  lltJwrt 
F«|uiaaa>  who  wa*  tba  aomiuon  aiilatnr  en- 
trtntad  bj  all  larUn  tn  (he  MTaral  eiMiiplraclta,  i 
BkbHd  OoadaoHMb,  t'rand*  Gaodeiniih, ' 
KIrbard  KuBbuId  tha  malutar,  Williau  Uuin-  ( 
buM  bia  brotbtr,  Klchanl  N«ltban>,  Nathaulel 
Wade,  VlUllua  Ttaemeoi),  JasiM  Haium,  I 
Joaapb  Elbf,  Saraiul  tiibbe^  FnmoU  Charlalon,  I 
JoMipb  I'yicy,  Cantaira, 

Lobbt  bath  Banconfsnniit  prwcben,  Edward 
Nnnoo,  John  How,  Jahn  Ayliaf,  ami  John 
Atbcrtoib  Ford,  lord  Gray  b«n|  appnhfuded, 
oada  hia  cacapa  out  of  tha  huida  of  a  Hijeant 
at  irnu,  and  Arthur  lata  aarl  of  Kaaai,  Mot 
niiBBilttad  to  the  tower  for  hiab  tr<u«n,  killd 
hlaualf.  Utbtre  hava  baao  lahaD  and  euDmlt- 
:«  cualodj,  Mtaa  of  whom,  via.  tba  lard 


bmbrau,   haralda,    i 


be  pnblldy  read  Id 
and  ebapria,  a«  wall  an  Sunday  the  ai 
" '^~~  oast,  H  opoD  the  day  of  tbi 


Olven  at  our  eourt  at  Whitahall,  tba  rL 
and  iwiBtlath  it.j  of  July,  Ites,  In 
lira  and  tblnieth  year  of  eur  rtlgn. 

Pndamalitinjor 

ChariM,  by  tba  fnca  of  Cod,  king  of  Groit 
Irltalo,  Frauca,  iuA  Irilaad,  defuidrr  of  tha 
Ifon  Uo(  at  arm*,  and  bl> 
''"  — acan,  punuiTanu,  aiiil 
_     .     .  .    lur  ebarlffe  In  tbat  part, 

cei^uiwily  and  aivwally,  ■pcdaUjr  canHltuu, 
■reetlufi  to  all  and  aundry  our  guod  nuhjccta, 
IHEtlogi    foraaaiiich  a*  aJiDlfhl*  Godi  in  hla 

E«t  mere*,  and  by  bla  wonderful  proTidenoe. 
th  broufbt  lo  light,  dalealcd  and  ixMifouucled 
a  moat  unaataral,  uallorou(,aud  dinbollcal  cou- 
■pincy,  CBOtrind  and  Eairied  an  hj  perwni  of 
fiuitlcat,  atbcUllcal,  and  republiokii  principlo, 
far  tabjDg  away  our  ncrad  life,  and  the  lite  of 
our  diareat  bmthcr  Jtnia  duke  of  Albany,  aub- 
lertiug  of  our  goremment,  aud  involving  tbeae 
klogdami  in  blood,  aonfueioD  and  miicrira  ;  cdn- 
eamiuc  which  tnaaouabla  eouipiracj,  we  bava 
amltud  our  royal  dedarathiDi  lo  all  our  loving 
eutijecti,  at  our  Boort  ai  Wbictball,  the  SBib  o7 
July  iaat.  In  tbla  Uib  year  of  aarreigu,  which 
we  have  ordered  to  ba  repriiiled  ben  i  and  we 


bdng  deeply  aaoaible  of  the  bumble  and  grate- 
'-'  pndiei  and  adoration  wa  owe  to  the  divine 


*atch£l 


for  tbii  gnat  and  elgnal  Irn 


haanouDVictad,  attainted,  and  Bucuud  according 
lo  law.  Tbi*  wa  ibougbt  fit  to  ualie  known  to 
our  loving  lubjecti,  that  Ibey  being  eaniilile  (hi 
we  era)  uf  tha  mercy  of  Gud,  in  tbli  «rrui  de- 
livanuca,  may  cbearfolly  and  de*oulty  join 
with  ■■,  In  retumiaceiilasiD  ihanL*  loulmi^biy 
God  for  tba  mma.  Tor  wbich  cad,  w«  duhen- 
by  appoint  the  ninth  day  of  Septambs  pcxl 


Engliind,  deinialsn  of  Walaa,  and 

nii'k  upon  Tweed,  In  each  atauner  aa  anau  oe 

by  ui  directed,  in  a  form  of  prtyar  with  tfaankt- 


MoThi* 


have,  out  of  our  religloue  dlapodtioa,  readily 
appi-oran  of  an  bunUe  maltan  made  In  ni^  for 
andEtnaral  tbBDk«glTiDg, 
'--■  throughout  tUa  whote 

, -r  JCTOut  nraiiiei  and  thar ' 

_    ...  .0  alnighly  C    ...  .  . 

mlraoulaui  dellveranoe  grauted    to  u^  and  h 


to  be  nliglou*]*  obeerTtd  ihrouchout  tUa  whole 
khudom,  to  offer  up  devout  prJuee  and  tlwnka- 
4ivrDg  to  alnighly  Cod,  for  Ihit  eminent  and 
dellveranoe  grauted    to  ui 

-^ loyal  and  dutiful  eutijeela, , 

ferTanlly  to  pray,  that  God  may  coutiDUa  hia 
graehnu  care  over  ue,  and  hie  mereita  to  thete 
kingdom*,  and  mora  and  mora  bring  te  lie h^ 
defeat,  and  oonfound  all  trailorout  oaoeplrane^ 
aaeoi'latiene,  and  machlnotioD*  agaltiet  tii,  our 
dcnrmt  brother,  and  (OTemmenti  we,  wlib  ad< 
vioe  of  our  privy  couocil,  bare  therefore  thought 
fit,  by  thie  our  royal  praclamation,  to  ludii-t  a 
genenl  and  eolemu  tbanfcicWIng,  to  beulwerved 
tbronghoul  thli  kingdom,  that  ell  our  loving 
BulJHd*  may  olTer  ibeir  dereul  praliea  and 
gtatulationa,  and  their  Arrent  prayen  and  aup- 
pncatloaa,  to  almlgbty  God,  for  ibe  purpoaia 
araranldiaad  we  itrlctly  command  and  charge, 
that  Ibe  mid  eolemn  thanktglvtng  be  nllglou^y 
and  dcToatly  performed  by  ail  our  eubjrcu  anil 
people  within  Ihli  our  kingdom,  upon  the  ninth 
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proclamation,  with  atbcistical  and 
republican  principles,  and  named  in 
the  first  room,  as  being,  in  the  sense  of  the 
penners  of  this  proclamation,  the  worst  of 
the  three.  Thoy  likewise  make  the  king 
to  say, '  That  providence  had  often  delivered 
him  by  miracles  ;*  and  in  a  few  lines  again, 
it  is  termed  'a  miraculous  deliverance.' 
How  well  this  came  from  the  pen  of  court- 
parasites,  and  flattering  ministers,  I  shall 
not  determine ;  but  it  is  plain,  common  de- 
cency might  have  kept  them  from  putting 
this  in  the  king*s  own  mouth,  especially 
since  it  was  not  tnie. 

What  I  meet  with  further  in  the  registers 
this  year,  as  to  the  Scots  gentlemen  alleged 
to  be  concerned  in  the  plot,  I  shall  delay  to 
the  next,  because  it  will  come  in  with  more 
adi'antage,  when  the  pardci^lar  processes 
against  them  fall  in;  and  this  year,  the 
processes  are  almost  but  tabled  against 
them. 

It  is  not  my  work  to  take  notice  of  the 
prosecntiont  in  England  upon  this  score, 
otherwise,  besides  the  worUiy  persons  al- 
ready named,  I  might  acquaint  the  reader, 
that  November  2l8t  this  year,  tliat  good 
and  great  man  Algernon  Sidney  was  execu- 
ted. One  of  the  great  articles  insisted  upon 
against  him,  were  some  things  alleged  to  be 


dirine  worship,  so  ploos  and  nftcetsary,  msy  b« 
aiiirormly  and  at  the  aanne  time  offm-ed  by  all 
our  Joving  and  loyal  subject*,  we  hereby  require 
the  revrffnd  anrh bishops  and  bishops,  to  give 
notice  hereof  to  the  mlnisten  in  their  respective 
diooeset,  that  upon  the  tiord'a  day  immediately 
preceding  the  ttaid  ninth  day  of  September  next, 
as  also  up«»n  the  said  nintb  of  September,  they 
cause  read  and  intimate  this  oar  roral  procla- 
mation, from  the  pulpit,  in  every  parUh  church, 
t«>{;fther  with  our  foresaid  declaration,  dated  at 
our  court  at  Whitehall,  at  said  is,  and  that  they 
exhort  all  our  sukjects  to  a  serious  and  devout 
performance  of  the  said  prayers,  praises,  and 
thanksgiving,  as  they  tender  the  favour  of  AI- 
uigiity  God,  and  the  safety  and  preservation  of 
our  sacred  life  and  government :  certifying  all 
Mich  HM  Khali  (XMitemn  or  neglect  this  so  reiigfouiv 
and  important  a  duty,  they  shall  be  proceeded 
ai;uiMst,  and  puniNlied  as  ciintemiiers  of  our  au- 
thority, and  »s  ppisnns  highly  diHaffeoted  to 
our  pfTNon  and  gov(>rnment:  and  ordain  these 
pi'ifM*nts  to  be  printed. 

Given  under  our  i^ignct  at  llolyrooil-houve, 
the  Neventh  day  of  August,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  eighty  three,  and  of  our  i«lgn  the 
thirty-fifth  year. 

Per  Hctum  domiiiorum  sei-reti  Concilii. 
Will.  Patersok,  CI.  Sef.r.  ConcWu. 

God  save  the  King. 


of  a  seditious  nature,  pretended  to  be  under 
his  hand,  among  some  papers  tliat  were 
found  in  liis  draet  If  I  mistake  not,  it 
was  a  loose  leaf  or  two  of  that  gentleman's 
excellent  discourse  upon  government,  since 
published,  and  so  justly  ju)^  generally 
valued.  Mr  Sidney  pleaded;  that  tlie  com- 
paring of  those  alleged  papers  of  his  writing, 
with  letters  produced  under  his  own  sub- 
scription, and  the  likeness  of  both,  was  no 
sufficient  evidence  they  were  his  writing, 
since  he  offered,  in  a  few  hours,  to  produce 
writ  so  like  any  hand  should  be  given  him, 
that  the  court  should  not  be  able  to  di^ 
tinguish  :  and  further,  that  it  was  very  hard 
to  make  a  man  answerable  for  every  thifly 
found  in  his  closet,  when  the  spreading  or 
publishing  it  to  others,  was  not  so  much  as 
alleged.  But  all  those  defences  were  over- 
ruled, and  this  great  man  was  sentenced  to 
die.  This  instance  comes  nearest  our  san- 
gtiinary  measures  in  Scotland,  of  many 
things  1  meet  with  in  England. 

These  violent  methods  were  the  effects 
of  the  spite  and  rage  of  the  duke  of  York, 
against  his  rival  the  duke  of  Monmouth 
and  Bucclcugh ;  and  it  was  to  remove  him 
from  the  king,  and  to  fright  his  friends,  and 
the  assertors  of  the  nation's  liberty,  that 
these  bloody  steps  pointed  at^  The  duke 
himself  was  forced  to  abscond  for  some 
time,  though  it  is  plain  enough,  that  the 
correspondence  betwixt  his  fether  and  him 
did  not  break  off;  and  he  found  means,  by 
his  friends,  so  fully  to  vindicate  himself  from 
any  share  in  the  alleged  plot,  that  in  a  little 
time  he  got  liberty  to  appear  openly  at 
court,  and  was  received  with  plain  affection 
by  the  king  his  father.  This  extremely 
displeased  the  duke  of  York  and  his  party, 
and  therefore  his  creatures  used  the  utmost 
diligence  to  impress  the  court  and  king 
with  stories  to  the  duke  of  Monmouth's 
disadvantage,  and  at  length  prevailed  with 
the  king  to  dismiss  him  from  his  presence. 
This  was  so  great  a  point  gained,  that  an 
express  comes  down  with  the  accounts  of 
it  to  our  managers  at  Edinburgh,  who  ^ere 
entirely  the  duke  of  York's  servants,  and 
they  find  it  convenient  to  read  them  in 
conncil;  and  the  curions  reader  will  be 
^tUlXa.^^  ^\l\i  Ihe  authentic  account  of  this 
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books.  "  U|)on  tlie  1 2th  of  December,  his 
majesty  was  pleased  to  acquaint  the  lords 
of  coupcil,  that  since  he  had  received  the 
dake  of  Monmouth  into  his  mercy,  having 
bad  several  reports^  that  the  said  duke^s 
iervants.  and  others  from  him,  endeayoured 
x>  make  it  b^^jelieved^  that  he  had  not  made 
I  confession  to  his  noajesty  of  the  late  con- 
ipiracy,  nor  owned  the  share  lie  himself  had 
n  it ;  his  migesty  had  thought  fit,  for  the 
riodication  of  the  truth  of  what  the  said  duke 
md  declared  to  himself,  his  royal  highness 
>eiDg  present,  to  require  him  in  writing,  by 
vay  of  letter  under  his  own  hand,  to  ac- 
CDOwledge  the  same ;  which  the  duke  hay- 
ng  refused  to  do  in  the  terms  commanded 
iiiii,his  nugeety  was  so  much  offended  there- 
srith,  that  he  had  forbidden  him  his  presence, 
ind  commanded  him  to  depart  the  court 
And  for  the  information  of  the  ooundl,  his 
majesty  directed  the  letter  the  duke  had 
been  required  to  sign,  to  be  entered  as  fol- 
lows, and  was  pleased  to  declare  that  the 
lame  should  be  no  secret**  A  copy  of  the 
letter,  transcribed  from  the  copy  of  his  nuii' 
lefty's  own  hand-writing,  follows.  "  I  have 
lieard  of  some  reports  of  me,  as  if  I  should 
hare  lessened  the  late  ploti  and  gone  about 
to  discredit  the  evidence  given  against  those 
who  died  by  justice.  Your  miyesty  and 
the  duke  know,  how  ii^nugusly  I  have 
owned  the  late  conspiraoy.  Although  I 
ira»  not  conscious  of  any  design  againat 
your  mi^esty's  life ;  yet  1  lament  the  hav- 
ing had  so  great  a  share  in  the  other  part 
of  the  conspiracy.  Sir,  J  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  put  this  in  writing,  for  my  own 
vindication,  and  I  beseech  you  to  look  for- 
ward, and  endeavour  to  forget  the  faults 
you  have  foigiven  me.  I  will  take  care 
never  to  commit  any  more  against  you,  or 
to  come  within  the  danger  of  being  misled 
from  my  duty,  but  make  it  the  business  of 
my  life  to  deserve  the  pardon  your  miyesty 
liath  granted  to, 

*<  Your  dutiful,  M." 

At  first  view,  one  would  think  this  let- 
ter is  in  such  safe  generals,  that  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  needed  not  have  scrupled  to  sign 
it ;  but  this  was  a  contrivance  his  enemy  put 
upon  his  &ther,  and  he  considered  the  handle 
the  duke  of  York  would  have  made  even  of 


this  much  under  his  hand ;  and  that 
this  yielding  to  the  king  would  not 
liave  secured  the  duke  from  the  after 
designs  of  the  popish  party:  and  being 
confident  of  his  own  innocence,  and  not 
without  hope  of  the  king's  good  inten- 
tions to  him,  though  at  present  put  upon 
by  the  duke  of  York,  he  retired  a  second 
time,  and  so  the  duke  of  York  had  the  more 
room  for  executing  the  designs^  probably 
now  hatching,  which  afterwards  broke  out, 
when  the  king  was  thinking  to  make 
himself  easy  for  his  whole  life,  by  a  change 
of  people  about  him,  in  the  king's  sudden 
removal.  Let  me  only  remark  further, 
that  this  account,  recorded  at  the  king's 
command  in  the  councilrbooks,  appears 
more  probable  than  the  story  I>r  Spratt 
hath,  psge  206^  209,  '  That  the  duke  first 
signed  the  letter,  and  then  got  it  back  from 
the  king.* 

I  come  to  end  my  accounts  of  this  year, 
by  taking  notice,  that  while  our  council  and 
army  are  employed  in  harassing  the  poor 
oountry  in  Scotland,  and  the  courtiers  and 
duke  of  York  in  discovering  the  Rye«house 
plot,  the  loyal  Oz£Mrd  gentlemen  pabUsh 
their  famous  decree  upon  the  2Ut  of  July, 
against  the  books  and  tMMts  specified  in  it 
The  university  declare  the  tenets  they  are 
pleased  to  condemn,  contrary  to  scripture, 
councils,  fiithers,  &c.  and  order  the  books 
they  name  to  be  burned,  and  appoint  all 
their  readers,  tutors,  fellows,  ftc.  to  teach 
the  '  doctrine  of  absolute  submission  to  the 
king.'  A  great  many  of  the  books  the 
Oxford  decree  sent  to  the  flames,  are  of  a 
Scots  extract,  and  this  nation  needs  neither 
be  ashamed  of  the  anthers  or  their  produc- 
tions. They  are,  *  Buchanan  de  Jure  Regni, 
Knox's  History,  Galderwood's  Altare  Dam- 
ascenum,  Rutherford^s  Lex  Rex,  Naphthali, 
the  Apologetical  Relation,  the  History  of 
the  Indulgence,  and  to  crown  all,  the  So- 
lemn League  and  Covenant'  I  have,  though 
it  doth  not  immediately  relate  to  my  sub« 
ject»  insert  in  the  notes,  this  decree  for 
passive  obedience^  and  elavish  principles, 
because  it  is  not  in  every  body's  hands 
to  whom  this  history  may  come;  and  it 
contains  a  very  lively  evidence  of  the 
arbitrary  and  tyrannical  measures  that  were 
a   puT«u\u^  al  \!bL\a  M\ttt»^  ^t^v^  ^vm 
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three  Dations.    The  rader  hath  it 
below.* 


*  Decrte  qftke  UmwerOly  ofOxfifrd,  Juh  2Ut, 

1683. 
Althoufh  the  barbaroua  uiMtiaBtion,  lately 
enterprlsed  a£«lntt  the  person  of  his  sacred  ma- 
jesty, and  bis  royal  brother,  engages  all  our 
thoughts  to  reflect  iritK  utmost  detesution  and 
abhorrence  of  that  execrable  Tlllany,  hateful  to 
God  and  man,  and  pay  our  due  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  divine  providence^  which,  by  ex- 
traordinary methods,  Drought  it  to  pass^  that  the 
breath  of  our  nostrils,  the  anointed  of  the  Lord 
It  not  taken  in  the  pit  which  was  prepared  for 
him ;  and  that,  under  his  shadow,  we  continue 
to  live  and  enjoy  the  blessinp  of  his  government : 
jet  notwithsunding,  we  find  it  to  be  a  necessary 
duty,  at  this  time,  to  search  into,  and  lay  open 
these  impious  doctrines,  which,  having  of  late 
been  studiously  disseminated,  gave  rise  and 
growth  to  those  nefarious  attempts,  and  pass 
UDom  them  our  solemn  public  censure  and  decree 
or  oondemnatton.  Therefore,  to  the  honour  of 
the  holy  and  undivided  Trinity,  the  preeervatlon 
of  catholic  truth  In  the  church,  and  that  the 
king's  mijesty  may  be  secured  from  the  attempts 
of  open  and  bloody  enemies,  and  the  machina- 
tions of  traitorous  heretics  and  schismatics,  we, 
the  vice-chancellors,  doctors,  proctors,  and  mas- 
ters regvit  and  not  regent,  met  fn  convocation 
in  the  aecusiomed  manner,  time  and  place,  on 
Satnrdav,  the  81st  of  July,  In  the  year  16B3, 
eoucerning  certain  propositions  contained  in 
divers  boMs  and  writings,  published  in  English 
end  also  in  the  Latin  tongne,re|pagnant  to  the  noly 
acrlptures,  decrees  of  councils,  writings  of  the 
Ihthers,  the  fslth  and  profession  of  the  primitive 
ehureh,  and  also  destructive  of  the  kingly  gov- 
ernment, the  safety  of  his  majesty's  person,  the 
public  peace,  the  laws  of  nature,  and  bonds  of 
human  society,  by  our  unanimous  assent  and 
eonsent  have  decreed  and  determined  in  manner 
and  fbrm  following. 

Propositions, 

1.  All  civil  authority  is  derived  originally 
from  the  people.  * 

8.  There  is  a  mutual  compact,  taeite  or  ex- 
press, between  a  prince  and  nis  subjects ;  and 
that  if  he  perform  not  his  duty,  they  are  dis- 
charged from  theirs.* 

S.  That  if  lawful  governors  become  tyrants, 
or  govern  otherwise  than,  by  the  laws  of  God 
and  man,  they  ought  to  do,  they  forfeit  the  right 
they  had  unto  thur  government.* 

4.  llie  sovereignty  of  England  is  in  the  three 
estates,  viz.  kins,  lords,  and  commons ;  the  king 
has  but  a  co-ordinate  power,  and  may  be  over- 
ruled by  the  other  two.f 

5.  Birthright  or  proximity  of  blood  give  no 
title  to  rule  or  government,  and  it  is  lawful  to 
preclude  the  next  heir  from  his  right  of  succession 
to  the  crown.i 

6.  It  is  lawful  for  subjects,  without  the  con- 
sent, and  against  the  command  of  the  supreme 
magistrate,  to  enter  into  leagues,  covenants,  and 


•  Lex  R«x,  Buchanan  de  Jure  Renii,  Viodicia»  con. 
tin  Tynuinoe,   BellsnniDe  de  ConuUlis,  de  Pontlfloe, 
MiJtAD,  Goodwin,  Baxter,  H.  C. 
f  Lex  Hex,  Huoton  of  a  Lhalted  and  Mixed  Monsr. 
chy,  Baxter,  H,  C  PbJit  Catsch. 
/  Lf  X  Rex,  Hunt's  postscript,  Dole.man.  HViVati 
SuweaaiaOt  Juluui  the  apostate,  Meoe  Teket 


And  if  we  look  over  to .  France,  id  July 
this  year,  we  ihall  find  a  pathetioal  petition 


ioiooietlene,  for  defienoe  of  themeelvai  and  their 
religion.* 

7.  Self-preservation  is  the  fundamental  law 
of  nature,  and  supersedes  the  ebllentiiiii  of  all 
others,  whenever  they  stand  in  eefiplottali'wlth 
itf 

8.  The  doctrine  of  the  gospel  eonecmlnr  pa- 
tient suffering  of  Injuries,  is  not  fnOaHstsOmt 
with  violent  resisting  of  iIm  higber  peWers,  io 
case  ofpersecution  for  reHgioo.f 

a  There  lies  no  obligation  open  Chriatlainte 
passive  obedience,  wh«i  the  prioee  eomm— ds 
any  thing  against  the  laws  of  our  eemitry ;  and 
the  primitive  Christians  ohose  mtherto  die  than 
resist,  because  Christianity  was  net  yet  eeciled  by 
the  laws  of  the  empire.  $ 

10.  Possession  and  strength  give  a  right  to 
govern,  and  sneoess  in  a  cause  or  cnterprias, 
proclaims  it  to  be  lawful  and  last ;  to  puraus  it 
Is  to  comply  with  the  will  of  God,  because  K  Is 
to  follow  the  conduct  of  his  prevideBOB.|| 

11.  In  the  state  of  natnrs  there  is  bo  dUfer- 
ence  between  geed  and  evil,  right  and  wrsng: 
the  state  of  nature  Is  a  state  of  war.  In  wikh 
every  man  hath  a  right  le  all  things.^ 

18.  The  Ibnndatioo  of  civil  authority  is  this 
natural  right,  which  Is  net  givea,  boa  left  te  the 
supreme  asagistate  upon  men's  entering  lata  so- 
eietles,  and  not  only  a  fbrelgB  invader,  tet  a 
domeetlo  rebel  puts  biaMelf  again  into* atats  of 
oatnrt,  to  be  proceeded  against  not  as  a  sniijesi, 
bat  an  enemy,  and  eonsefaeotly  aeniiirm,  bv 
his  rebellion,  the  same  riaht  over  the  nfe  of  hb 
prinee,  as  the  princs,  for  the  moat  faeinoas 
crimes,  has  over  the  life  of  his  owviaulnacts.| 

19.  Every  man,  after  hie  entering  into  a  so- 
ciety, retainsa  right  of  defeodinrhlmadfagainsi 
force,  and  cannot  transfer  that  right  to  the  eoni- 
meawealth,  when  he  conssnts  to  that  uodon 
wliereby  a  commen wealth  isaoade;  and  in  cases 
great  many  men  torether  have  already  resistod  the 
commonwealth,  for  which  every  one  ef  them 
expecteth  death,  they  have  liberty  tkea  to  jein 
together  to  assist  and  defsnd  one  another.  Xbdr 
bfiiring  of  arms  subsequent  ta  the  first  breach 
of  their  duty,  tliough  it  be  to  nsainlain  what  they 
have  done^  is  no  new  wijuet  est,  and  if  it  beeaiy 
to  defend  their  persons,  is  not  unjust  at  alK^ 

14.  An  oath  supeiadda  no  obUgation  te  |mct, 
and  a  pact  obliges  no  further  tlban  St  ia  ereditcd; 
and  consequently,  if  a  prince  givea  any  indica- 
tion, that  he  does  not  bslieve  the  prosaists  sf 
fealty  and  allegiance  made  by  anvof  his  sut^jects, 
they  are  thsreliy  freed  from  their  aobjeciioa, 
and  notwithstanding  their  pacts,  and  oaths, 
may  lawfully  rebel  against,  and  destroy  their 
sovereign.^ 

15.  if  a  people  that,  by  oath  and  duty,  are 
obliged  to  a  sovereign,  shall  sinfully  tliipuntsr 
him,  and  cuntrarv  to  their  eeveneQt%  choow 
and  covenant  with  another,  they  may  be  oIh 
liged  by  their  later  covenant  notwithatandin^ 
their  former.  •  • 


*  Solemn  Leslie  snd  Covenant,  Late  Asseeiatioa. 

t  Hobbes  de  Cive,  LevlAthsa. 

t  liex  Hex,  JuUan  Apoetate,  Apoiog.  Relat 

I  Julian  Apostate. 

\  Hobbes,  Owen's  sermon  bcrore  the  Recirides.  Jan. 

'  "SV^^\^iA\.«t«^«tvVA'a*«  v«tft>on,  Oct  I6M. 


.      \  Hobb 
\     ••  ^ 
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ekichprotestants  presented  to  their  belovr.«     Whether  that  (prand  op- 

They    held   their    meetin*^    and  pressor  ofprotestantH  copied  from  the  *^^ 

cles  in  the  fields  as  well  as  Soots  management  in  Britain  during  this  reign, 

riaBS ;   and    I    have   annexed   it  or  if  rather  the  procedure  of  the  two  royal 

oaibs  are  anlawful«  and  contrary  to  all  mamben  of  the  uniTcnity  from  rcadhi|^  Hm 

nffJod.*  >aid  books,  under  the  penalties  iu  the  tUtutes 

oath  obliges  not  In  the  sense  of  the  expressed.      We  id»o  order  the  before  recited 

Nit  the  takers. f  books  to  be  publicly  burned,  by  the  hand  of  our 

adnion  is  fouooed  In  grace.  marshal.  In  the  court  of  our  schools.     Likewise 

e  powers  of  this  world  are  usurpations  we  order,  that  In  perpetual  uemory  hereof, 

prerogative  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  It  Is  these  our  decrees  shall  be  entered  into  the  regts- 

af  God's  people  to  destroy  them,  in  try  of  our  convocation,  and  that  copies  of  them 

he  setting  Christ  upon  his  throne.^  being  communicated  to  the  several  colleges  and 

s  presbyCerian  government  is  the  seep-  halls  within  this  university,  they  be  there  pub- 

nst's  kingdom,  to  which  kings,  as  well  licly  affixed  in  the  libraries,  retiictories,  or  other 

are  bound  to  submit ;  and  the  king's  fit  places,  where  they  may  be  seen,  and  read  of 

-  in  ecclesiastical  afiairs,  asserted  by  all.     Lastly.  We  command,  and  strictly  enjoin 
of  Kiiglaiid,  is  Injurious  to  Christ  all  and  singular  readers,  tutors,  catechbts,  aiul 

lug  and  head  of  his  church,  ||  others  to  whom  the  care  and  trust  of  institution 

snot  lawful  for  superiors  to  Impose  of  youth  Is  committed,  that  they  diligently  in- 

•  in  the  worship  of  God,  that  is  not  struct  and  ground  their  scholars  Iu  that  most 
tly  oece«uu'y.§  necessary  doctrine,  whicht  in  a  manner,  is  the 
B  duty  of  not  offending  a  weak  brother,  badge  and  character  of  the  church  of  £n|(landv 
istenc  with  all  human  authority  of  of  submitting  to  every  ordinance  of  man  lor  the 
iws  roncemiiig  indifferent  things.  §  Lord's  sake,  whether  it  be  unto  the  king  as 
deed  kings  and  tyrants  ought  to  be  put  Supreme,  or  unto  governors  as  uuto  them  that 
ind  if  the  judges  and  inferior  msgis-  are  sent  by  him  for  the  punishment  of  evil 
1  not  do  their  office,  Che  power  of  the  doers,  and  for  the  praise  of  them  that  do  well ; 
/olves  to  the  people ;  if  th«  mi^|or  part  teaching  that  this  submission  and  obedience  Is  to 
iple  refuse  to  exercise  this  power,  then  be  clear,  absolute,  and  without  exceptioa  of 
ters  may  excommunicate  such  a  king,  any  stats  or  order  of  men  ;  also,  that  sujiplica- 
ak  it  islawfui  for  anyofthesul^tsto  tions,  prayers^  Intercessions,  and  giving  of 
Bs  the  people  did  Atlialiah,  and  Jehu  thauks  be  made  for  all  men,  for  the  kim^  Mid 

*  all  that  are  in  authority,  that  we  may  lead  a 
m*  the  sealing  of  the  scripture  canon,  quiet  and  peaosalde  UCb  in  all  godliness  and  hon- 
I  ef  God,  in  all  ages,  are  to  expect  new  ««tyt  for  this  is  ||ood  and  acceptabls  iu  the  s%ht 
s  for  a  rule  of  their aotions,ff  and  It  is  of  God  our  Saviour;  and,  in  csDcoiaJ  manner, 
r  a  private  man,  having  an  Inward  that  tliey  press  and  oblige  thsm,  numbly  tooiicr 
em  God,  to  kill  a  tyrant.  |  ^  their  most  ardent  and  dailjr  prayers  at  the  throne 
s  ncample  of  I'hinehas  is  to  us  instead  of  graces  for  the  presarvatioa  of  our  sovereign 
•and ;  for  wlrnt  God  has  commanded  lord  king  Clwrles,  fran  the  attempts  of  c^mui 
red  in  one   age,   must  needs   oblige  violence,  and  secret  machinations  of  perfidious 

traitors,  that  be,  the  defender  of  the  faith,  being 

Dg   Charles  L   was  lawfully  pot  to  safe  under  the  defence  of  tha  Most  High,  may 

i  hb  murderers  were  tiie  blessed  iu-  continue  his  reign  on  earth,  till  lie  excliange  it 

1  of  God*K  glory  in  their  generation.  $§  for  tlwt  of  a  late  and  happy  immortality, 
ig  Cliarles  i.  mads  war  upon  his  par- 

and  in  such  a  cass  tlio  king  may  not  •  PaUim  ofk'rench  Pr^tetianUj  J«/^  168S. 

islsted,  but  he  eeaselh  to  be  king.|^  ».            v.i.« 

we,  judge,  and  deoiafe  aU  and  every  of  g.^.                i  o  the  ivikg. 

L«  ;.;f-L«.«  .«! 'i[-i-l!-«  -!^-        r!.!i  l^g*©".  "ot  having  power  to  resist  the  motions  of 

^  an^^„^.^J  in  ci^^^^^^  ^«'-  con«:ie«ce.,  are  roio.tr.lned  to  ss^onble 

-  ftLSpK.T!ir^^i  th-  ^^ihTh  ^^^^^  «« «^"  »I»n  the  holy  name  of  God,  and 
ll^^J^i^^t^  J^?jSi?..  A'  «>"  ?««•« ;  ""^  «>v  thi/iellgiou.  acting,  to 
';,S^«^  LT^'er^oS  ™^^^^^  ex^tfemselystoal^^beriohJom 

/-.:•    I     «■      —  "^      •    ••_         ,^  which  a    too  fierce  zeal  can  Infuse  Into  the 

>e  m.nds  of  u.iwary  men,  stir  up  wtdu  ^           ^^           ^^1^      ^,,j  ^^       ^^  ^^ 

y^^r^Zv^ZuA^ ^^t^^  esublishe/your  malesty  for  their  monarch,  they 

li^»"^JrS;^-i  •!  iSCX;  »«  «»»"K«1  to  justify  ttelr  proceeding  and  be- 

sm  itsslt;  and  thsnfoce  we  interdict  haviour  before  your  miyesty,  with  all  the  hu- 

^  mility  they  are  capable  of. 

I  Csse.  These  assemblies,  Sir,  do  no  way  hurt  or 

unarcby  Men.  wound  that  fidelity  which  your  petitioners  owe 

•S5*1>II?S;.  ^^   *'  y®"""  ""JW'^y  ;  «hey  are  all  uc*or«!cd  to  sacrifice 

UiLntKecfiririlvr.  *heir  fortunes  and  their  lives  for  your  service, 

jiau,  KiMix,  GfHidniiin,  Gilby,  JtMuits.  The  very  name  religion  %vhich  (ronstralns  them 

rt  sud  otbcr  eiiiliuhiiuDi.  to  asbemble  together  to  celebrate  the  glory  ui 


^'  u--  -    V-  1 .  u  God,  teaches  them  tliut  they  ran  never  di^IM•llse. 

nsii,  Knox,  >fiiihtjuL  ..j_ ^  i*  ■«».    .1     *     n 

I.  iiuutlniii,  Uwi'u.  under  any  iireteiicc  whatever,  with  that  alli- 

r.  '  ,  fiance  vrhXcu  \«  ^\x«  \.v)  ^v\>n  \&.-ii^%\.^  \  w«>\.  Nv*^ 
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iA^«  brothfln  amoii^  m,  was  in  conceit 

^^^  with  him,  ud  pnvod  the  w»y  to  his 

belomd  project  of  rooting  out  the  northern 

heresy,  1  l^ve  to  others  to  determine.    A 


jam  mtjimtj  any  used  to  pablhh  yviir  dedi 
lions  to  cnforoe  thorn  toombraee  a  aMaim  oo 
oertaiu,  aod  oo  well  grounded  npoii  Cbriotlaiiity. 
It  rcandns  then,  Sir,  that  your  aetitlonRs  in- 
■iat  upon  notbiaff ,  but  what  io  anly  doe  to  God ; 
for  as  to  what  oonrems  your  majesty,  tbdr  past 
behavioar  gives  testimony  of  too  reality  and 
purity  of  tmir  iotontiooo,  and  may  oenre  ao  a 
security  to  your  mijeoty  for  the  future :  and  in 
a  wordi,  your  petitioners  ai«  all  Rady.with  their 
blood  to  sign  the  oath  of  their  aUegianoo.  At 
to  what  eonoemt  tbclr  duty  towards  God,  your 
majesty  hath  so  much  piety  to  taice  it  not  amiss, 
that  they  render  to  that  groat  God  that  worship 
and  adontion  which  they  owe  him.  They  also 
presume  to  hope,  that  your  m^osty  will  have 
the  goodness  to  reflect  upon  their  behaviour, 
that  you  will  compassionate  the  desolations  to 
which  their  pioty  exposes  them ;  and  that  per- 
haps yon  win  extend  your  indignation  against 
those  who  have  by  surprise  obtained  so  many 
oeVfTo  decrees  and  dedantlons  against  them, 
and  yet  would  further  OTovoke  vour  wrath 
against  sobjects  so  faithful,  and  so  innooeiit. 

Your  supplicants,  Sir,  are  persuaded  that  God 
has  not  sent  them  into  this  world  but  to  glori^^ 
him,  and  they  will  lather  choooe  io  lose  theh* 
lives  a  thousand  times,  than  fail  of  their  duty  so 
holy  and  indispensable,  it  Is  In  yOur  mijesty's 
power  to  deprive  them  of  all  the  advantages  of 
this  world,  and  also  to  doom  to  utter  destruction, 
'lliey  are  ready  to  sacrifice  all,  to  suffer  all 
miseries  at  your  m^esty's  pleasure :  but  it  may 
be,  when  your  majesty  shall  consider,  that  your 
petitioners  do  not  give  way  to  the  most  faithful 
ot*all  your  subjecu  (which  all  the  world  cou- 
fesMs)  in  their  duties  to  God,  your  majesty  will 
not  do  that  injury  to  his  glory  and  to  his  good- 
ness, as  to  destroy  a  people,  for  no  other  reason 
meriting  your  indignation. 

The  miseries  ot  your  petitioners.  Sir,  only 
arise  from  the  reverence  thry  have  for  the  Di- 
vinity, whose  word  they  look  upon  as  tlie  only 
rule  of  their  religious  worship.  Were  the  dis- 
pute alunc  conci'rning  our  opposing  men  for  the 
.  servitre  of  your  mujesty,  though  all  the  world 
sliould  rebel  against  your  maiesty's  will,  though 
all  your  other  subjects  should  fad  of  their  fidelity 
and  oliedience,  your  petitioners  would  inviolably 
stand  by  their  august  monarch,  and  with  pleasure 
siieiid  the  lattt  drop  of  blood  in  his  service.  But 
their  unhappiness  is  so  freat,  that  the  dei^lara- 
tions  put  forth  against  them,  to  the  prejudice  of 
so  many  edicts  and  decrees  made  by  yuur  majes- 
ty and  the  kings  your  predecessors,  ap|>ear  to 
them  incompatible  with  the  command^i  of  the 
great  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth.  For  God 
iiath  ordained  them  to  Instruct  their  children 
Mild  their  families,  and  to  declare  unto  them  the 
word  of  life.  He  also  pronounces  his  dreadful 
anaihemuM  against  them  wlio  shut  the  gates  of 
heaven  ngainst  those  to  whom  he  freely  opens 
tiieni.  He  commands  them  to  offer  to  him  hymns 
ami  s/>i ritual  HoiigM.  NevertheleiM,  >Sir,  iboMe 
drt'lnmtUnis  that  iiiive  been  Hurre.plil\ou«\^  uV>- 
tuimul  H^iiinst  ti.«,  furbid  us  t«»  tting  tV^e  \Haums  ol 
JJityiif,  wJjJch  df>  contain  the  vviiises  ot  Viwi, 
i«  ihutt,  bii',  it  is  the  pleasure  of  OoA  tV\ui  w 


hrge  |»anUel  mi^t  be  run  betwixt  the 
aoble  coafeasore  in  France,  and  the  penw- 
cated  party  in  Soodaiid,  betwixt  t^  kwi 
M»de  affainst  the  reformed  there,  and  tboie 


ihoald  aoosmbU  together  hi  hlo  name,  fa  render 
him  Che  oolamn  adoration  and  bon^&f  whiah  k 
due  to  him.  Novortheless^  Sin  thooe  deslara- 
tlons  which  your  petitioners*  onemiet  have  oh- 
tainod  against  no  by  rspsalod  ■orpriaes,  fbrUi 
thorn  to  asoomUe  tagether,  to  midcr  to  thai 

Seat    God  tho  oervice  which  Is  duo  to  him. 
uring  this  inabiiity  of  your  pctitmners,  t»  rs- 
concile  the  will  of  God  ta  what  U  «uwlod  fimm 
them,  they  And  tbomselves  ooootraltiMl  by  thair 
oonodouoea,  to  expooe  themaelvoa  to  aU  aorM  of 
calamitios,  for  tha  contlnuauca  af  giving  glorf  m 
the  mijesty  of  Go<L  who  will  be  oerfd  aaosfd- 
ing  to  his  word,    if  tho  dootrino  of  y««r  peti- 
tioners were  abominable^  if  thoir  wnnhip  wars 
scandalous,  if  thoy  preforrod  the  crenUire  in  iho 
place  of  the  Creator,  there  might  hm  aoaoei 
to  solicit  your  miyesty  to  refuse  thoir  prats 
but  all  their  crime,  and  all  thodifioRnoa  beti 
theirs  and  the  catholic  roligion,  omioista  la  this^ 
that  they  prefer  tho  word  of  God  bafaca  tkm 
traditions  of  man,  and  tha  troa  wonbip  of  that 
great  God,  (who  proteotatobojoalauaaibiahoi^ 
our,  and  that  bo  will  not  yield  it  to  any  oftbor,) 
before  the  religious  wonhip  of  tba  cnataiow 
All  religion,  bir,  to  opcak  properly,  oonaiaH 
only  In  belief,  in  nraytrs,  ana  m  wcirka :  aud 
your  petitioners  bolicvo,  and  bold  tba  cmad  of 
tho  holy  flpootlas,  and  the  Lord's  pnyar»  to  ba 
the  model  of  those  which  thoy  proaoiu  to  Gad; 
and  the  commandmenta  of  that  Cad  am  tho  rait 
and  guidance  of  thoir  conduct  and  convonatioa. 
Tiiey  know,  and  have  do  need,  according  ta  Si 
Paul,  of  knowing  any  other  tMit  only  Jesus 
Christ,  and  *him  cruciHed.'  'l*hcy  aekiaowledge 
God  for  the  only  true  Giid,  and  for  him  who 
sent  Jesus  Christ;  for  on  this  belief  it  is  that 
our  Lord  hath  founded  life  eterual.     Their  ene- 
mies make  strange  interprrtatious  of  thair  opio- 
ions,  and  their  worship.     However,   Sir,  yoar 
petitiouers  implore  the  mercy  of  God.     They 
trust  in  the  locompreiiousible  charity,  aud  in* 
tinite  merits  of  their  adorable  Saviour,  whom 
they  do  embrace  with  a  couataut  aod  livaly  faith. 
They  have  recourse,  with  all  humility,  to  tho 
healthful  succour  and  grace  of  bis  holy  Spirit ; 
and  to  this  Trinity  it  is,  that  they  reuder  their 
adoration  and  homage,   invoking   it  after  tho 
same  form  that  the  scripture  hath  preocrilfed  in 
bis  word.     I'hey  meditate  upon  nia  woiiderk 
'i'bey  sing  bis  praises:  and  they  make  it  tiwtr 
continual  study  to  live  holily  among  thenuMslvc^ 
justly  toward  their  neighbour,  obedioiitly  toward 
your    majesty,    and    religiously  toward   God. 
fhey  therelbre  supplicate  your  majoaty  to  be  tho 
judge,  whether  vour  potitionero  aro  unworthy 
of  your  pateriuif  goodness,  and  the  honour  of 
your  protection ;    whether  they    merit   to  be 
thrown    into    that    extremity    of    dootructioa 
wherein  they  are  at  present  overwhelmed,  suA- 
cieut  euough  to  move  tiio  groans  of  tho  most 
iiiseusiblc     Aud  lasUv,  Sir,  whether  it  bo  poo- 
sible  that  tliey  should  live  without  continuing  to 
asncmble  together,  to  reuder  to  God  the  oervico 
wU'uvh  tiiey  owe  him. 

Mv«^t  vJkV  \Vv\v  >iv«V)X  -^tUioners  cannot  but 
^na^^   Vtt  vVv^  ^'OX.  Voti\,   '<«\tfi  ^tAxvc^'^K^  ^uur 
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ttSBirmi  pmbytiriaot  here^  and  tha  rigoraut 
ezeuBtuMi  of  both ;  bat  tiitte  would  tdra 
op  too  Biioh  tinM  And  raon.  I  only  nen- 
tioa  wiwt  aigfat  bo  done  this  way,  that 
the  reader  may  notice  this  moTing  and 
allbotioaate  petition^  aa  a  materiai  fi*- 
diofltillB  ^  the  peraeented  party  here. 
And  became  of  the  near  reUdon  to  the  nme 
itfl^iect.  I  iiMert  likewise  below*  another 
pefition  ef  the  eame  French  proteetantik 


dhM  ymir  mjeftj'B  beat  toward  your  iiib- 
Jteli>  wImm  iMMotDcy  and  alhf  famoe  is  iipper- 
cM  «o  tiM  €]rM  of  tM  whole  worid.  And  If 
thif  ytor  poor  pcepio  iball  not  yat  be  able  to 
move  ilie  uuinyaaiiop  of  their  aofiiat  monarehi 
for  whom  they  shall  alwavs  retain  a  sineers 
]mw9t  aai  awftu  rerersBoe,  a  nngalar  Tcneratton, 
and  hiTlolaMo  fidolity,  they  do  protest  before 
the  faee  of  that  fiaat  God  lor  whoee  «ke  they 
aroeKpeaed  to  so  oAiirh  misery,  that  they  will 
icadui'  hies  hcnovr  and  fkMy  in  the  midst  of 
their  most  tetrlblo  ealamities.  Bat,  Sir.  yoar 
petKioners  hope  moeh  better  things  from  the 
BBtmral  equity,  goodness,  and  piety  of  Toor  ma^ 
Jesty  s  for  whteh  reason,  tbej  proetrate  thenuel^vee 
at  year  royal  feet,  and  meet  humbly  Implore 
your  tti^lesty  to  reoall  all  the  declarations,  de- 
ereos.  and  other  ludniaots,  wMdi  baTo  rednoed 
them  to -that  deplorable  oondition  wherein  they 
are,  aad  deprive  them  not  of  the  liberty  of  tbetfr 
eoDedeneea  and  eanrciae  of  their  rellglsn,  by 
▼Irtoe  of  so  many  aelomn  edicts,  eonflrmed  by 
oo  asany  derJarations  granted  them  by  yoar  ma- 
jfioty,  wWioat  wirfeh  it  is  impossible  for  them 
tolivo. 

[And  yoar  petMoMn  ehail  eontlnoe  to 
pray  for  th«  prsssnratlon  of  yoar  majesty's 
saered  peraoa,  your  royal  fkmily,  and  the 
honoor  and  pvosperity  ofyour  luncdom.] 
*  ^nioMfr  jMnnoN  nimsiilfa  Mf  MottKhm  SchoiHi^ 
mrgfir  the  Frgmeh  FroieManis, 


"We  ^oor  snl^Jeets  of  that  rriigion  (  whleh  we 
oiU  tho  Kefbrmed)  do^  with  most  profoond  rer- 
erenee,  east  oanel  w  at  the  feet  of  yoar  mijeety, 
that  eo  we  mar  lepresent  the  many  aggrieranees 
which  hoTo  been  heaped  upon  as,  one  after 
another,-and  may  most  bnmbly  beg  some  effeetoal 
reoeiHment  of  the  same,  ftom  yoar  Jostlce  and 


1  lie  edicts  of  tho  kings  yonr  predecessors,  and 
partleolarly  those  of  Henry  the  great  and  Louis 
the  Inst,  which  your  mi^^^  mntii  autbentlcally 
eonflrmed  at  yoar  happy  inaogaration,  and 
•lm«  by  diTers  and  sundry  decwratfons.  bsTe 
alwaTS  had  regard  to  those  of  the  mid  religion. 
Which  consiste  of  a  considerable  part  of  tboee 
people  which  Ood  hath  committed  to  ybur 
charge ;  and  as  such,  they  hare  not  only  been 
permitted  to  ezerdse  their  employments,  and 
arts,  and  trades,  whereby  they  gain  their  lirell- 
hood,  bat  ilso  hsTe  been  promoted  to  places  of 
trust  and  honour,  as  ciTectsof  their  merit  and  rlr- 
tue :  they  havealeoei^oyed  a  liberty  ofoonsdence, 
by  a  Ave  exercise  of  their  rellgjkm  and  discipline 
in  all  places  privileged  by  the  aforesaid  edicte,  and 
commissioners  also  have  been  appirinted  to  take 
rare,  that  there  should  be  no  inffiingements  or 
▼iolations  thereof.     There  hare  been  also  oouits 


pretentedby  the  marshal  Scheibwg, 
and  the  maniaiB  of  Bamguj,  whellMr  ^^^ 
before  or  after  the  iomer  I  cannot  $i 
preeeni  deteitnine. 

September  19th,  a  letter  comee  down 
from  the  king  to  the  eoiincil»  ordering  the 
fogitife  rolls  to  be  printed.  This  was  de^ 
layed  for  aome  time.  December  ITth,  I 
find  the  lords  of  jivtieiary  order  the  f^i^ 
tire  roll  of  Lanark,  to  be  amended,  upon  a 

of  Jostioe  oonsisting  of  men  of  both  religions,  Ihst 
at  all  timee  the  piotcstants  might  be  anured  of 
impartial  *  iostlce,  both  es  to  thdr  persons  and 
estate.  And  the  gentlemen  particularly  bad  rijghtt 
to  place  in  their  lio-fanns  thoee  of  one  or  the 
other  religion,  without  any  diflereoDo:  In 
ehort,  your  petitioners  eijoysd  almost  the  saao 
fresdom  ana  adTantages,  as  the  other  so^ects  of 
your  mijesty.  It  is  true.  Sir,  that  these  won 
the  concessions  of  the  kings  your  predsceesoia, 
and  of  your  pressnt  nuJMty,  and  nave  been  es- 
tablished with  saoh  cireumstanee^  aa  the  edkits 
thsmselrss  call  a  perpetual  and  an  Irreroeablo 
law,  designed  porpoeely  to  keep  your  subjectte 
both  of  one  and  the  other  religion  in  pmeet 
amity.  And  yoar  petitioners  can  coniidently 
ater,  that  they  have  ao  demeaned  themeelvas 
under  this  law,  and  pririlcges,  as  never  to  have 
rendered  themselfea  unworthy  thereof:  but  on 
the eontrary  have  gained  thlaadrantage^tbat  your 
maleety  hath  made  many  solemn  and  graeioua 
deciaratloDs,  testifying  the  entire  mtisftiction 
roar  mijesty  liath  ootaoeiTed  of  the  zeal  and 
loyalty  oif  year  petitioners.  In  times  of  most 
baxard  and  diflcolty.  And  now.  Sir,  we  need 
not  eearch  the  histories  of  many  years  to  demoa- 
strate  the  difference  of  oar  prceent  condition, 
from  those  times;  for  It  is  now  but  a  few  years 
since  your  petitioners  haTs  not  only  been  made 
incapable  M  being  admitted  Into  public  offices, 
but  discharged  or  thoee  in  which  tney  were  in- 
vested, and  in  which  they  had  always  served 
with  honour  and  fidelity.  For,  contrary  U»  the 
troe  intent  and  words  of  this  edict,  they  huve 
taken  from  yonr  petitioners  the  privilqies  of 
eoually  entering  with  others  Into  the  commission 
of  consulates,  and  the  muulcl^t  ofllcfs  of 
towns,  even  in  those  very  corporations,  wherein 
yonr  petitioners  are  the  greatest  in  the  admlnlik 
tratlon  of  the  civil  government,  and  mam^go- 
ment  of  that  money  which  is  levied  upon  them. 
They  have  not  now  In  many  places  any  a^mltr 
tanoe  to  the  meanest  ofllce  in  the  public,  nor 
are  they  licensed  to  exercise  those  arts  and 
trades  whereby  they  gain  their  sole  livclihiioA 
and  subsistence.  "Aey  can  reckon  up  at  least 
500  protestant  charches,  which  in  the  siiace  of 
ten  years  have  been  demolished,  notwlthstaiid- 
ing  that  some  of  them  have  been  ezprcesly 
named  in  the  edict  of  Nautz,  and  others  com- 
pnebended  within  the  limits  and  sense  thersoil^ 
The  commissioners,  who  are  always  ready  to 
receive  ptocem  against  your  petitioner^  yet  atop 
their  ears  to  their  complaints ;  and  it  they  do 
take  notice  of  them,  it  is  with  a  corrupt  and 
partial  eentenoe^  and  oftentimes  the  catholic 
commissioners  pronounce  Judgment  against  your 
petitioners,  without  the  iuVav«n,\iMii^  veA  wwrxsx 
of  those  ot  ^kM\x  T«V\|>MMi.    TWaMt  ^\a  '^an^ 
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dtobntioii  of  Sir  JohA  Harper  and 


th0  kM  of 


thai  attBj 


ehu^^  from  tht  protwtant  to  tkt  MCMio  n» 
Ugiooi  not  ftndiog  tbat  qnieCnaM  of  ooMcionoe 
wnich  thoj  expected  thereto,  eo  tiiat  they  have 
returned  efain  to  tbeir  int  pereniiiea,  have 
hoen  eapoeed  to  moot  riforaus  penaoeeib  nader 
the  term  of  relnpee,  and  the  minittere  and  oon- 
diforiee  have  been  liable  to  bo  rappraeeed.  If 
any  of  the  catholie  religion  booomo  paoteataate^ 
they  preeently  pcreeeute  thoee  to  whom  they  ap- 
pIlM  themeelTee  for  dearlof  their  doubta  or 
dedarlDf  their  beliet  preteiaUBg  that  thereby 
the^  oone  within  the  oompam  of  that  crioi% 
which  it  caHed  tulMimation.    The  cliambere  of 


thie  edict  are  not  only  inoorporaled  wM»thc  aar- 

cnaeee  aento  of  tlie  edict, 
but  are  eztiDguished  wholly,  and  eappreewd. 


liamenta^  afainet  the 


The  children  of  your  petitioner^  though  bom 
Sa  their  raUf  ion»  are  often  tafcan  from  them, 
before  they  liave  attained  to  that  a|«  which  the 
cdlcU  allow  them,  before  they  are  obliged  to 
declare  the  reUflen  whieh  tlier  nulvo  to  pra- 
fcea :  and  if  liereupon  they  addreee  thcmaidTce 
to  yoor  oommieeioneri,  adviaing  them  to  put  in 
ncBcotion  the  edict,  ttier  either  reftiee  to  take 
cognisance  theteef»  or  ebo  olnde  It  in  thai  man- 
ner, that  ler  eereiai  ytareteaeiher  they  take  not 
the  ieaet  notice  of  their  «omnlalnt»  nor  have  the 
ordinary  Judgea  any  regard  tfaerenntob  They 
will  not  culler  the  proteetania  Ao  entertain  more 
than  one  eehoolmaelor  in  the  town  where  ibey 
live ;  and  though  the  children  amount  to  2  or 
3000  in  number,  jet  they  will  not  allow  more 
'  than  one  uMuiter  ior  them  all. 

Your  petitioners  have  been  much  enrprieed, 
by  a  declarHtioti  issued  out  for  changing  the  form 
and  tenor  of  their  synods,  by  placing  certain 
cHtholic  commissioners  for  anistants  therein ; 
which  being  entirely  contrary  to  the  meaning 
and  substance  of  thoee  edicts,  and  declaration  of 
Jx>uis  Xlll.  set  out  in  the  year  108S,  and  to  the 
custom  always  obserred,  hath  no  other  founda- 
tion than  those  pretencee  which  reflect  on  the 
honour  of  your  petitioners,  and  that  fidelity 
which  they  have  ever  profeseed  towards  the 
eervice  of  your  majesty.  The  bishops,  under 
colour  of  their  visiutions,  and  by  virtue  of  an 
order  of  arrset  from  vour  privy  council,  have 
pretended  to  suspend  the  exercise  of  the  religion 
of  your  petitioners  for  several  weeks.  The 
clergy  which  liave  entered  the  proteeunt  chur- 
ches, to  hear  the  sermons  which  are  there 
preached,  do  object  unto  the  ministers  matters 
which  they  never  uttered,  or  take  advantage  of 
certain  terms  which  cannot  be  avoided  in  t^n- 
troversy,  to  form  a  criminal  process  against 
them  before  a  judge,  who  is  prepossessed  with  a 
pr^ud ice  against  them;  and  in  the  meantime 
the  clergy  do  not  cease  to  justify  themselves 
against  the  petitioners,  by  such  courses  as  are 
expressly  forbidden  by  the  aforesaid  edicts.  The 
chief  justices  of  several  places,  to  whom  matters 
relating  to  the  edicts  did  never  appertain,  do 
now  undertake  by  unknown  methods  of  proce- 
dure, to  interdict  or  suspend  the  ministers  of 
whole  provinces.  In  fine,  so  far  arc  they  pro- 
ceeded, as  to  make  a  declaration,  forbidding 
protestant  women  to  make  uw  of  other  surgeons, 
or  midwiveit,  than  those  which  are  catholics, 
thiit  mt  their  children  may  be  dimied  in  water  by 
ihem  in  case  of  ueceabity ;  whicli  as  \l  U  Ol\i«c\\^ 


namad  in  it  wona  dead,  and  wma  aoiii' 
baii^;  and  aaxi day*  tha  comiGil ddaj tki  |^ 

■  ■  ■      ■       '-.    % — 

appoiite  to  tha  Mnw  of  tba  adict%  aa.jiJip^ 
to  the  prindpleo  of  that  religion  whicb  70^  |^ 
tltionera  profeea;  for  their  eonadeooaa  MhaW 
allaw  thcBB  to  ooDMBt  hortunftih  baaaaaa  4hg(B 
on  one  tide,  they  cannot  belioTo  iJ^mt^hM^mk 
of  an  abeolnte  and  inditpentablo  nooaanty,'>nBi 
death  praveata  the  dno  cart  and  aantliaai  m^m 
to  obtain  iti  ao  on  the  other  aid^  jtmf  pat^ 
era  have  that  jott  reverence  to  00  great  a  lad^ 
meat,  at  not  to  eommit  the  aamat^tkaaiMtalib; 
tration  of  lay  penont,  nor  balit to  tjhat^  m^ 
dipping  or  tprinlding  with  water,  can  i« 
supply  the  place  of  bapthm.  >      ..   ^ 

laate  proceedlnga.  Sir,  and  aaaagp  mind 
tliem  very  considerable*  are  more  eaailj  a» 
tioned  in  general,  than  to  be  traubloMnba^lDfit 
majesty  In  a  recital  of  the  partfteohvi,  eriUcMi 
either  netoriously  known  to  the  «rarld»  orltjR 
justified  and  made  good  bv  atteotatlona  wIm 
your  petitioners  have  in  tbairhand^  mftttt 
with  jodemeuti^  arreato,  and  lieidaratiiap^  il 
the  world,  which  obsenrct  the  fovr  oondiiin 
onto  which  your  petitioners  are  redoaed,*'  lM||k 
to  eoneider  them,  ea  peraona  eatpeoad  to  tki 
malioe  and  poreecution  of  thoae  who  dcaixa  their 
total  deatruction.  Nothing  more  can  W  pdU 
to  tlie  general  consternation  of  thooo  whojiijifai 
the  protettant  religion  in  all  pnrta  of  <Mir  iljpf- 
dom  ;  90  that  many  for  fear,  or  for  neeeiiiltj, 
have  been  forced  to  abandon  tbair  dwclliagi,  aai 
aeek  their  repoee  in  the  dominions  of  stnngen: 
such  at  remain  here,  are  detained  by  the  km 
thev  bear  to  their  native  country,  or  by  ssok 
diflSculty  they  find  in  the  disposal  of  tbdr 
eetates ;  though  the  greatest  numlier  are  oblij^rd 
with  an  affection  to  your  majesty  and  your 
government.  In  all  these  aggrievancea,  Sir,  your 
petitioners  have  no  other  defence  and  protection, 
under  God,  than  the  justice  and  clemency  of 
your  mi^esty,  by  which  they  have  formerly'had 
accees  to  your  sacred  person,  which  hath  ever 
lent  a  gentle  ear  to  the  just  complainta  of  yuar 
petitioners,  having  nominated  commisaionen  of 
your  council  particularly  to  examine  their  cause, 
and  make  report  thereof  to  your  migesty :  but 
the  great  wars  which  your  migesty  hath  lately 
maintained,  have  diverted  tliis  care  to  i;reater 
thoughts,  whereby  the  evils  and  oppressions  of 
your  petitioners  nave  been  multiplied  and  In- 
creased. And  now,  Sir,  since  your  majesty  eo- 
jovs  the  triumph  of  those  glorious  succ«Mies  with 
which  God  hath  favoured  your  designs,  and 
that  your  people  expect  likewise  to  sliare  some 
part  of  the  fruit  of  their  labours;  your  prti- 
tioners  hope,  through  the  justice  and  giucious 
goodness  of  your  majesty,  that  no  distinction 
shall  l>e  made  between  your  petitiouem  and 
your  other  subjects,  lest  whilst  some  are  in  juy, 
and  at  rest,  the  others  should  mourn,  and  gman 
under  oppressions.  For  which  reasons.  Sir, 
and  because  your  petitioners  have  ever  enter- 
tained the  same  zeal  and  fidelity  to  your  Hervice ; 
may  it  please  your  majesty  to  make  known  unto 
the  lords  of  your  council,  presidents,  and  attor 
ney-genends  of  parliaments,  to  superintendents 
and  commissioners  executing  the  law,  that  your 
royal  will  and  ple-osure  is,  that  the  edicts  be  ob- 
served and  executed ;  and  particularly  to  en- 
charge  such  commisHioners  asareali-ea«ly  nauiiKl 
\V^  '^QUt  inayealVk  or  shall  be  hereafter  named. 
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tinting  oftfie  fn^dre  rolls  tUl  March  ntzt, 
wing  hs^nvM  hj  the  jiutioeB,  fkaX  thty 
tm  not  yet  in  readiness.  There  is  nodonbt 
Ntte^j^ple  made  a  good  deal  of  money  bj 


K^Pc'end  the  aecoants  of  this  year,  upon 
^J^j^.of  KoTeBiber«  the  general  meeting 
1 4iio.QBited  societies  drew  vp  a  protssta- 
iMft)ijgaSuu(t  thd  Scots  congregation,  minis- 
mrnimi  session, at  Rotterdam,  and  sent  it 
kmt  tb  Mr  Hamilton  their  i^ent,  without 
ny  orders  to  print  or  publish  it»  as»  I  find, 
hej  themaeWes  notice  in  the  register  of 
^fif^  proceedings.  Mr  Hamilton  pot  diem 
no*  these  Tiolent  mcasores,  and  being  per- 
p^iiUj  piqoedy  and,  as  he  thonght,  aflVonted 
91  (the  minister  and  seuion  there,  at  his 
Mki  hand  printed   the   paper.     It  mns 

IMSitly  upon  the  indulgence,  and  the  session 

— "^ — - 

ib$^  tber  ezRmine  tfaa  memoriah  end  pmrt 

PBfitlflaitloD,  whteh  yonr  petltlonot  Mmll 
ffMf  aad  to  InffHrm  yoar  mAiertjr  thereof; 
iod  Sipselally  to  tfie  lecreurici  of  state,  that  a 
|ii^  report  may  be  made  thftreof,  and  of  those 
iggrftranoes  and  burdeni  wfaieh  are  most  op- 


at  Rotterdam  their  admitting  aoch 
ashid  heard  the  indulged  mimsteit,  ^^^^ 
and  giren  bonds  of  peace,  &o.  in  Scotland, 
to  coasmnmeate  witii  thess.  The  paper 
hath  been  more  than  onoe  printed,  and  I 
need  not  reprint  it,  especially  when  the 
societies,  in  their  'apologetical  Tindioation,' 
recede  from  seyeral  things  in  it;  and  after- 
wards, when  Mr  Hamilton  began  to  dis- 
cover himself  and  they  came  to  be  less 
under  his  manageoMnt,  they  own,  that 
though  they  had  matter  for  a  protestation, 
yet  the  manner  of  going  about  it,  without 
prerious  acquainting  the  persons  concerned, 
was  what  they  did  not  approTC  1  and  they 
acknowledge  srreral  expressions  and  words 
used  in  that  paper,  soma  of  tibem  were  un- 
suitable^ aad  others  uatender,  bitter,  and 
oflfensiTe. 

pveeeing,  that  eo  yoor  mm^mtf  htkng  tmUy  imMie 
eenelble  thenoi;  ofMy  aet  therein  aeo^rdinf  to 
your  gracious  pleseare.  And  ysur  pstltloDer* 
shall  ooatlous  tbeir  vows,  and  frayen  Am*  the 
f  lory  of  ysur  majtmy,  and  for  the  prosperity 
of  year  sacred  pevMn  and  klnfdom. 


KND  OF  VOLUMK  THIRH. 


THB  NBW  yOM  PUBUC  UBRAHY 

■BrBRRNCB  DBfAKTMBNT 
taken  from  tka  Building 



- 

- 

-          -  - 

- 

-    -    - 

..... 

